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I^N  the  1st  December,  1858,  a  Treasury  Minute  was  drawn 

up  by  Lord  Derby,  appointing  a  confidential  Committee, 

composed  of  four  senior  officers  of  the  Civil  Service,  to  inquire 

and  report  to  the  Cabinet  on  *  the  very  serious  increase  which 

*  has  taken  place  of  late  years  in  the  Navy  Estimates,  though, 

*  at  the  same  time,  it  is  represented  that  the  naval  force  of  the 

*  country  is  far  inferior  to  what  it  ought  to  be  with  reference 
'  to  that  of  other  Powers,  and  especially  of  France.'  The 
Committ«6  were  further  directed  to  investigate,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  recent  expenditure  of  the  French  Empire,  as  compared 
with  our  own,  on  dockyard  works,  including  the  construction 
and  armament  of  ships  of  war,  and  to  report  the  result  at  which 
they  arrived.     This  Report,  which  was  at  first  confidential,  was 
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presented  to  Parliament,  by  command,  on  the  12th  of  April ; 
and  although  it  contains  much  that  cannot  b#read  by  English* 
men  without  regret  for  the  past  and  anxiety  for  the  future,  we 
think  the  GoTemment  have  acted  rightly  in  laying  the  whole 
truth  before  the  country.  It  is  with  the  eame  object,  and 
no  other,  that  we  propose  to  comment  on  these  facts.  They 
are  unwelcome  truths,  but  thev  are  truths  on  which  the 
very  safety  and  existence  of  this  country  depend.  Hitherto 
the  relative  inefficiency  of  the  British  Navy,  as  compared  with 
the  navies  of  our  great  maritime  rivals,  has  been  a  theme  re- 
served for  the  grumbling  of  a  few  discontented  naval  officers, 
or  a  few  opposition  speeches  in  Committee  on  the  Navy  Esti- 
mates. The  paper  now  before  us  places  the  matter  on  a 
totally  different  ground.  It  contains  the  positive  and  irre- 
fragable evidence  of  four  dispassionate  and  competent  public 
servants ;  its  conclusions  are  certain.  And,  as  we  shall  pre- 
sently see,  the  only  inference  to  be  drawn  from  them  is  that,  if 
this  state  of  things  be  not  speedily  corrected,  the  coqntry  is 
hastening  onwards  to  a  catastrophe,  infinitely  noore  grievous, 
humiliating,  and  indeed  fatal,  than  the  failure  of  our  military 
administration  in  the  Crimea,  or  the  mutiny  of  the  Sepoy  army; 
for  from  the  moment  that  the  maritime  superiority  of  Great 
Britain  is  disputed,  or  even  disputable,  everything  we  possess — 
honour,  independence,  freedom,  property,  and  public  safety 
•^—  are  in  danger. 

Yet  the  Naval  administration  of  the  governments,  both  of 
Lord  Palmerston  and  of  Lord  Derby,  cannot  be  accused  of 
standing  stilL*  In  1852  the  navy  estimates  were  5,707,9887. ; 
in  1853-4,  war  being  already  in  contemplation,  they  rose 
to  6,132,543/. ;  in  1855-6,  years  of  the  Kussian  war,  they 
rose  to  11,857,506/.,  and  we  found  ourselves,  after  some 
delay,  in  possession  of  two  considerable  fleets,  with  nearly 
70,000  men  borne  on  the  ships'  books.  In  1857-8  the  estimates 
were  reduced  nearly  four  millions,  and  were  voted  at  8,010,526/. 
Last  year  they  rose  again  to  8,440,871/.,  and  for  the  present 
year  they  amount  to  9,813,181/.,  exclusive  of  the  supple- 
mentary estimate  for  the  recent  addition  to  the  fleet,  which 
will  probably  raise  the  whole  naval  expenditure  of  the  current 


*  In  1835-36  the  Naval  Estimates  (effective  branch)  were  cot 
down  to  2,726,523/.,  and  we  rather  think  this  was  the  year  which 
Mr.  Cobden  selected  a  short  time  back  as  the  proper  standard  of  the 
military  and  naval  establishments  of  the  Empire.  The  number  of 
men  voted  for  the  whole  service  in  that  year  was  only  26,500 
seamen  and  marines. 
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year  to  more  than  twelve  millions.     The  progress  of  the  outlay 

in  this  department  has  therefore  been   extremely  large  and 

rapid.     This  increase  of  cost  may  be  traced  in  almost  every 

branch  of  expenditure.     In  addition  to  the  actual  increase  in 

the  number  of  men  employed,  the  average  of  the  pay  of  all 

ranks  in  the  Navy  was^  per  man,  in  1852,    392.   14«.  Sd. ; 

in  1858  it  had  risen  to  AAL  3s.,  being  an  increase  of  3/.  9s.  Ad. 

per  man.     The  transformation  of  the  fleet  from  a  sailing  fleet 

to  a  fleet  propelled  by  steam  power,  has  caused  an  enormous 

aogmentation  in  every  portion  of  die  estimates.     In  the  con- 

stoetion  of  ships,  the  whole  cost  of  the  machinery  must  be 

added,  amounting  in  a  ship  of  the  first  class,  like  the  ^  Duke 

*  of  WellingtCMi,'  to  46,000t,  with  a  charge  of  nine  or  ten  per 

cent  per  annum  for  keeping  the  mechanism  in  perfect  order. 

A  whole  establishment  of  engineers  and  stokers,  skilled  woi^- 

meD,  must  be  maintained  in  every  ship,  in  addition   to  the 

ordinary  complement  of  men  for  working  the  ship   and  her 

guns:    this    addition  amounts  to  about  ten  per  cent  on  the 

namber  of  the  ship's  company,  and  twenty  per  cent  on  the 

seamen's    wages.      An  immense   sum   is   of  course  spent   in 

fbel.     So  again  the  immense  increase  in  the  size  of  ships  has 

led  to  a  vast  extension  in  the  dockyards.     Between  1852  and 

1858  this  vote  alone  has  increased  120  per  cent     There  exist 

in  Her  Majesty's  yards  forty-two  building  slips,  but  only  nine 

of  them  are  large  enough  for  modem  first-rates ;    there  are 

thirty-three  docks,  but  only  four  which  will  hold  the  largest 

ships,  and  to  these  five  others  are  now  being  added  at  a  great 

but  inevitable  outlay. 

Hence  it  arises  that  all  comparisons  between  the  naval 
strength  of  the  country  in  former  times,  when  for  example  we 
are  told  that  England  had  145  line-of-battle  ships  in  commis- 
sion, and  the  present  strength  of  the  navy,  are  extremely  falla- 
cious. The  number  of  ships  of  the  line  is  doubtless  far  less,  but 
the  tonnage  is  greater,  the  armament  heavier,  the  crews  more 
numerous,  the  propelling  power  independent  of  the  winds,  and 
the  whole  structure  at  once  more  perfect  and  more  costly. 
A  modern  second  class  frigate,  with  her  present  armament  and 
gunnery,  would  have  no  difficulty  in  disabling  a  three-decker 
such  as  Lord  St  Vincent  and  Lord  Nelson  commanded. 
For  example,  the  ^  Ariadne,'  a  third  class  frigate  or  corvette, 
launched  at  Deptford  on  the  4th  of  June,  is  rated  at  2869  tons, 
new  admeasurement,  or  3201  tons  old  admeasurement,  being 
SCO  toTis  larger  than  Lord  Nelson*s  ship  *  Victory.*  This  vessel 
mounts  only  26  guns,  but  they  are  all  68  or  94-pounders ;  and 
though  she  is  cU^d  in  the  third  or  fourth  rank  of  the  fleet, 
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she  is  a  more  powerful  ship  of  war  than  the  three-deckers  of 
the  last  century.  *  Everything  in  the  fleet  has  grown  biorger 
and  more  expensive.  Hence  the  sums  spent  upon  the  Navy 
are  larger  than  ever  were  spent  before,  though  the  result  is  a 
fleet  numerically  weaker ;  and  the  margin  remaining  for  the 
construction  of  new  ships  and  the  improvement  of  the  dockyards 
will  be  even  less  than  it  was  when  we  had  a  much  larger  fleet 
in  our  harbours,  consisting  of  less  powerful  and  costly  vessels. 

But  the  augmentation  does  not  stop  within  the  limits  of  the 
estimates  laid  before  Parliament  in  February  last.  Since  then 
a  bounty  has  been  issued  by  royal  proclamation  for  the  purpose 
of  adding  10,000  seamen  to  the  fleet,  and  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  seamen  involves  a  corresponding  increase  in  the 
number  of  ships  and  ofiicers  on  full  pay,  and  in  the  expense  of 
almost  every  branch  of  the  service. 

'  Every  additional  ship  brought  into  commission  in  consequence  of 
the  vote  which  increases  the  number  of  seamen  in  the  Navy,  may  be 
tfdcen  as  entailing  an  annual  charge  varying  from  eight  and  a  quarter 
to  nine  and  three  quarters  per  cent,  on  its  original  cost,  which  is  ex- 
pended in  the  purchase  of  stores  and  wages  of  artificers  for  main- 
taining it,  thereby  rendering  necessary  both  an  increase  in  the 
quantity  of  stores  and  number  of  artificers. 

*  It  is  stated  by  the  Surveyor  of  the  Navy  that,  at  the  end  of  fiflteen 
years,  on  an  average,  the  hull  of  each  ship  requires  a  complete  and 
expensive  repair  ;  that  the  duration  of  a  ship  cannot  be  estimated  at 
more  than  thirty  years ;  that  during  the  last  ten  years  thirty-five 
ships  of  the  line  and  forty-six  frigates  have  been  removed  from  the 
effective  list  of  the  Navy ;  and  that  on  an  average  three  line-of-battle 


*  Thus  it  appears,  from  the  Abstract  of  the  Navy  for  1792,  that 
Great  Britain  had,  then  but  one  ship  of  120  guns  (chiefly  24-pounders) 
and  of  2774  tons.  The  tonnage  of  the  '  Emerald,'  a  modern  50  gun 
frigate,  is  2915  tons  ;  that  of  the  '  Mersey,*  40  guns,  is  3733.  The 
old  seventy-fours,  of  which  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  British 
line-of-battle  consisted  at  the  end  of  the  last  century,  were  not  much 
superior  in  size  and  weight  of  metal  to  modern  ships  of  twenty-one 
guns,  and  they  were  inferior  to  such  a  frigate  as  the  *  Diadem '  of 
32  guns.  The  year  1809  is  quoted  as  that  in  which  the  British 
Navy  put  forth  its  greatest  strength.  The  number  of  men  borne  on 
the  books  was  140,000,  and  the  Navy  List  contained  984  cruisers  and 
77  troop  and  harbour  vessels.  Yet  the  tonnage  of  the  fleet  in  1858 
is  greater  by  50,000  tons  than  that  of  the  fleet  in  1809.  Again,  the 
number  of  guns  of  ships  afloat  in  1809  was  (nominally)  double  what 
it  is  now.  But  the  average  weight  of  each  shot  was  16^  lb.  then,  it 
is  38  lb.  now.  See  Mr.  Peregal's  statement,  *  Manning  Navy  Evi- 
'  dence,'  p.  347. 
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ships  ought  to  be  produced  every  year  merely  to  maintain  the  Navy 
on  a  proper  footing  as  respects  line-of-battle  ships. 

*  The  Surveyor  of  the  Navy  states  that  the  present  force  in  the 
dockyards  *,  vfrhich  comprises  4000  shipwrights  and  apprentices,  is 
not  more  than  sufficient  to  build  three  line-of-battle  ships,  three 
frigates,  and  six  sloops  per  annum,  besides  executing  the  necessary 
repairs  to  all  the  ships  in  the  Navy. 

*If,  therefore,  the  naval  supremacy  of  Great  Britain  is  to  be 
maintained,  it  is  impossible  to  deny  that  a  large  force  of  artificers, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  stores,  materials,  &c.,  must  be  kept  up  in  our 
dockyards.  It  will  be  seen  that  this  body  consists,  during  the  present 
year,  of  no  less  than  16,334  persons,  including  1,279  convicts ;  and 
that  the  number  of  persons  employed  in  the  steam  factories  has  in- 
creased from  1046  in  1852,  to  2361  in  the  present  year.'  {Beport,]^,  10.) 

By  the  same  rule  the  expenditure  for  marine  engines,  which 
did  not  exceed  100,000/.  in  1851,  has  amounted  to  3,423,021/. 
in  the  last  six  years,  or  570,503/.  a  year.  Twenty-four  milUons 
sterling  have  been  spent  between  1852  and  1858  in  labour, 
stores,  and  materials  of  building,  altering,  and  repairing  ships. 

What  then  is  the  result?  A  result  not  inconsiderable  in 
itself,  if  the  improved  character  of  the  vessels  be  taken  into 
account,  and  amply  sufficient  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  Em- 
pure  in  time  of  peace,  or  as  long  as  no  formidable  maritime 
rival  exists  upon  the  seas;  but  a  result  far  below  what  the 
safety  of  the  country  demands  from  the  moment  the  peace  of 
£urope  is  disturbed  and  we  find  ourselves  in  presence  of  at 
least  two  maritime  Powers  of  the  first  order.  Before  we  pro- 
ceed to  examine  this,  the  political  part  of  the  question,  let  us 
complete  the  survey  of  our  actual  strength. 

*In  the  year  1852,  the  Navy  possessed  horse-power  to  the  extent 
of  44,482 ;  in  the  last  six  years  it  has  been  more  than  doubled, 
amounting  now  to  99,512  ;  the  number  of  steam-ships  and  vessels 
has  increased  from  177  in  1852  to  464  in  1858  ;  the  tonnage  from 
182,562  to  457,881  ;  the  guns  from  3045  to  8246.'     {Report,  p.  12.) 

In  1858  England  possessed,  according  to  the  Report  of  the 
Surveyor  of  the  Navy,  29  line-of-battle  ships  (screw  steamers) 
completed,  11  more  in  course  of  preparation,  and  10  more 
building,  block  ships  9t,  ^nd  frigates  34;  with  the  addition  of 

•  The  force  has  since  been  augmented  by  nearly  1400  men. 

t  On  these   block-ships   considerable   reliance  was   at  one   time 

placed,  and  one  or  two  of  them  were  even  employed  in  the  Baltic ; 

but  Sir  John  Pakington  declared  in  his  speech  last  February,  that 

they  are  good  for  nothing  as  sea-going  men  of  war ;  useful  perhaps 

as  floating  batteries,  but  several  of  them  rotten,  and  all  nearly  worn 

*oat.' 
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corvettes,  gun-boats  (162),  troop-ships,  &c.,  the  whole  Navy 
comprised  464  steam  ships  and  vessels,  carrying  8,246  guns, 
with  a  nominal  horse-power  of  105,962,  and  a  tonnage  of 
457,881.  To  this  it  may  be  added  that,  according  to  the  same 
Report,  England  possessed,  in  1858,  35  sailing  line-of-battle 
ships,  70  frigates,  and  about  190  sailing  vessels  of  smaller 
dimensions.  Of  these  line-of-battle  ships,  6  are  forthwith  to 
be  converted  into  screw  vessels,  and  some  others  to  be  cut  down 
to  frigates ;  but  it  is  probable  that  not  more  than  one  third  of 
them  are  really  sea-going  ships. 

The  mere  enumeration  of  these  material  resources  of  the 
Navy  is,  however,  fallacious  rather  than  instructive,  unless  it  be 
considered,  first,  in  rela 
vice,  both  in  peace  anc 
naval  forces  of  other  mai 
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corvettes,  gun-boats  (162),  troop-ships,  &c.,  the  whole  Navy 
comprised  464  steam  ships  and  vessels,  carrying  8,246  guns, 
with  a  nominal  horse-power  of  105,962,  and  a  tonnage  of 
457,881.  To  this  it  may  be  added  that,  according  to  the  sanic 
Report,  England  possessed,  in  1858,  35  sailing  line-of-battle 
ships,  70  frigates,  and  about  190  sailing  vessels  of  smaller 
dimensions.  Of  these  line-of-battle  ships,  6  are  forthwith  to 
be  converted  into  screw  vessels,  and  some  others  to  be  cut  down 
to  frigates ;  but  it  is  probable  that  not  more  than  one  third  of 
them  are  really  sea-going  ships. 

The  mere  enumeration  of  these  material  resources  of  the 
Navy  is,  however,  fallacious  rather  than  instructive,  unless  it  be 
considered,  first,  in  relation  to  the  demands  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, both  in  peace  and  in  war;  secondly,  in  relation  to  the 
naval  forces  of  other  maritime  Powers ;  and  thirdly,  to  our  own 
administrative  means  of  sending  fleets  to  sea  with  despatch 
and  efficiency.  To  these  three  points  we  shall  successively 
direct  our  attention. 

I.  The  vast  extent  of  the  colonial  empire  of  this  country, 
the  multiplicity  of  our  commercial  interests,  which  embrace 
every  portion  of  the  globe,  and  the  necessity  of  maintaining  an 
adequate  naval  force  on  different  stations,  where  we  may  find 
ourselves  in  presence  of  distinct  maritime  Powers,  make  at  all 
times  very  large  demands  on  our  peace  establishment  The 
East  India  station  includes  the  Chinese  Seas  and  the  Eastern 
Archipelago,  where  an  imposing  British  force  will  long  be  re- 
quired to  cause  our  treaties  with  China  and  Japan  to  be 
respected,  and  to  afford  protection  from  piracy  to  British  com- 
merce in  the  furthest  East  and  to  the  consignments  of  gold 
from  Australia.  The  Russian  naval  establishments  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Amour,  in  Mongolia,  have  now  assumed  con- 
siderable importance.  In  August,  1858,  the  Russian  squadron 
in  the  Eastern  seas  was  reinforced  by  ten  newly  constructed 
vessels,  and  in  the  event  of  hostilities  with  that  Power,  the 
Russian  cruisers  would  have  the  advantage  of  a  fortified  arsenal 
as  their  base  of  operations  against  the  whole  trade  of  this 
country  in  the  Chinese  Seas  and  the  South  Pacific  The 
ability  shown  by  the  Russian  commanders  in  the  last  war  proves 
that  they  are  infinitely  better  acquainted  with  these  waters  than 
the  officers  of  the  British  Navy ;  yet  our  commercial  interests 
there  are  enormous.  The  late  war  with  China  had,  of  course, 
augmented  this  branch  of  the  service,  and  in  1858  no  less  than 
sixty-eight  British  vessels  of  war,  manned  by  upwards  of 
10,000  men,  were  employed  in  the  East  This  squadron  has 
since  been  reduced  by  about  one  half.     The  squadron  on  the 
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west  coast  of  Africa*  though  chiefly  composed  of  small  vessehy 
demands  nearly  2000  seamen.  On  the  North  American  and 
West  Indian  stations  we  are  face  to  face  with  a  maritime 
people  of  the  same  race  and  temper  as  ourselves.  Questions  of 
considerable  diifficulty  frequently  arise  between  the  British  and 
American  Governments^  and  experience  has  shown  that  it  is 
unwise  to  reduce  the  British  naval  forces  in  the  West  below  an 
average  of  twenty  ships,  manned  by  about  3500  men.  In  the 
Pacific  similar  wants  are  felt,  and  our  fleet  consisted  in  1858  of 
twelve  vessels,  manned  by  nearly  3000  men,  part  of  which 
were  rendered  necessary  by  the  discovery  of  gold  on  the 
Frazer  Kiver.  The  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  including  the  East 
coast  of  Africa,  requires  a  moderate  squadron,  and  so  do 
the  Brazik ;  and  in  the  Mediterranean,  although  the  British 
fleet  was  reduced  last  year  to  only  four  ships  of  the  line, 
it  is  impossible  that  we  should  allow  it  to  remain  on  a  footing 
of  permanent  inferiority  to  that  of  France.  The  Mediterranean 
fleet  has  been  raised  since  April  to  12  ships  of  the  line,  and  in 
all  to  about  32  vessels. 

These  stations  in  1858,  and  at  a  time  of  profound  peace, 
absorbed  no  less  than  139  of  our  ships  in  commission,  and 
21,948  of  our  seamen  and  marines,  or  very  nearly  half  the 
available  force  of  the   Navy.      It  nuty  at  once   be  inferred 
bow  small  the  proportion  of  vessels  and   of  men  is,  in  com- 
pu^son^  who  renuiin  at  the  disposal  of  the  Channel  squadron 
and  for  home  service.      Previous  to  the  outbreak  of  hosti- 
lities  in    Italy,   the   whole    Channel    squadron    consisted  of 
only  eight  line-of-battle   ships   (four  of  which  were  in   the 
Mediterranean)  and  two  frigates  —  a  squadron,  as   the   First 
Lord   remarked,  too  weak  to  be  of  any  real  service   to  the 
country.     If  war  were  unhappily  to  break  out  between  this 
country  and  Miy  great   maritime   Power,  this  source   of  em- 
barrassment from  the  foreign  stations  would  be  augmented. 
The  Admiralty  would  be  expected  to  afford  protection  to  British 
commerce  in  all  parts  of  the  globe.     Convoys  must  be  escorted; 
a  strict  watch  must  be  kept  for  privateers ;  treasure  must  be 
aent  borne  in  armed  vessels;  blockades  must  be  established; 
and  should  the  Mediterranean  become  the  scene  of  hostilities, 
or  our  communications  with  the  East  be  threatened,  we  must 
be  prepared  to  meet  any  force  that  could  be  sent  against  us 
in  tiiat  sea,  for  the  utility  and  even  the  defence  of  our  Medi- 
terranean fortresses  depend  mainly  on  the  assumption  that  we 
are  at  all  times  masters  of  the  communication  between  them 
and  the  mother  country.     Measures  have  long  been  taken  by 
the  French  Government,  under  various  pretences,  to  prepare 
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Egypt  for  the  chance  of  a  coup-de-maiuy  and  the  only  effectual 
check  on  that  design  is  the  force  we  may  have  in  Malta 
harbour. 

Such  are  the  duties  which  the  British  Navy  is  or  may  be 
called  upon  to  perform,  quite  irrespective  of  that  which  is  the 
most  essential  of  all  its  functions,  namely,  the  defence  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  the  maintenance  of  our  supremacy  in  the 
narrow  seas ;  and  it  will  be  observed  that  the  charges  thus  im- 
posed upon  us  are,  in  a  manner,  peculiar  to  ourselves.  .  No 
other  State  has  large  naval  stations  to  maintain  at  a  vast  dis- 
tance from  its  own  coasts  and  arsenals.  France  has  two  fleets, 
but  both  of  them  are  within  reach  of  her  Atlantic  or  of  her 
Mediterranean  ports ;  and  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities 
this  concentration  would  be  of  extreme  advantage  to  her.  The 
normal  condition  of  the  British  naval  forces  is,  on  the  contrary, 
one  of  extraordinary  dispersion,  with  no  reference  to  any  com- 
bined strategical  object;  and,  in  order  to  provide  for  these 
distant  squadrons,  the  home  station  is  frequently,  we  might 
almost  say  habitually,  left  in  a  defenceless  and  exposed  con- 
dition, totally  inconsistent  with  common  prudence. 

II.  We  now  proceed  to  show  what  are  the  maritime  forces  of 
other  States,  for  the  most  part  within  reach  of  our  own  coasts, 
which  might  in  certain  events  be  directed  against  us.  We  are 
pursuing  this  inquiry  without  the  slightest  appeal  to  the  imagi- 
nation of  our  readers,  and  without  reference  to  the  present  state 
of  politics  abroad ;  and  we  shall  content  ourselves  with  relating 
the  facts  in  the  dry  but  accurate  language  of  the  oflScial  Com- 
mittee :  — 

*  At  the  outbreak  of  the  French  revolutionary  war,  England  pos- 
sessed 145  sail  of  the  line,  France  77.  These  comparative  numbers 
were  reduced  in  1850  to  86  England,  and  45  France. 

^  At  this  latter  period,  the  effective  strength  of  the  two  navies  in 
line~of-battle  ships  exclusively,  and  almost  exclusively  in  frigates, 
consisted  of  sailing-vessels;  but  the  French,  having  subsequently 
decided  on,  and  nearly  carried  out,  the  conversion  of  all  their  sailing- 
ships  that  were  fit  for  it  into  steam-ships,  as  sailing-ships  could  not 
be  opposed  to  steam-ships  with  any  chance  of  success,  the  latter 
must  now  be  considered  as  the  only  ships  really  effective  for  pur- 
poses of  war,  and  the  following  is  at  present  the  relative  strength  of 
the  two  navies  in  steam  line-of-battle  ships  and  frigates,  including 
ships  building  and  converting  * : 


*  Since  the  date  of  this  Report  the  number  of  British  line-of-battle 
ships  complete  has  been  raised  to  37,  but  the  number  of  French  line- 
of-battle  ships  has  increased  also. 
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'It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  statement,  that  England  and 
France  have  at  present  precisely  the  same  number  of  steam  line-of 
battle  ships  complete ;  that  France  has  eight  more  steam  frigates 
complete;  that,  on  the  completion  of  the  ships  now  in  progress, 
England  will  have  ten  steam  line-of-battle  ships  more  than  France, 
and  France  twelve  steam-frigates  more  than  England.  It  is,  how- 
ever, to  be  observed,  that  of  the  ten  English  ships  building,  three 
are  three-deckers,  of  ..which  class  the  French  are  not  building  any. 
France  will  also  have  four  iron-sided  ships,  with  engines  of  800  or 
900  borse-power. 

'It  is  stated  that  these  iron-sided  ships,  of  which  two  are  more 
than  half  completed,  will  be  substituted  for  line-of-batile  ships ;  their 
timbers  are  of  the  scantling  of  a  three-decker;  they  are  to  have 
thirty-six  heavy  guns,  most  of  them  rifled  50-pounders,  which  will 
throw  an  80  lb.  hollow  percussion  shot ;  they  will  be  cased  with 
iron ;  and  so  convinced  do  naval  men  seem  to  be  in  France  of  the 
irresistible  qualities  of  these  ships,  that  they  are  of  opinion  that  no 
more  ships  of  the  line  will  be  laid  down,  and  that  in  ten  years  that 
class  of  vessels  will  have  become  obsolete. 

*  In  addition  to  the  fifty  steam  line-of-battle  ships  (English)  above 
enumerated  as  "  built,"  "  building,"  and  "  converting/'  there  are  six 
sailing  line-of-battle  ships  proposed  to  be  converted  into  steam-ships. 
These  six  would  raise  the  number  of  English  screw-ships  of  the  line 
to  fifty-six ;  and  if  the  estimates  for  artificers,  and  the  purchase  of 
ship-building  materials,  as  proposed  by  the  Surveyor  of  the  Navy, 
be  assented  to,  the  whole  could  be  completed  by  the  year  1861.  At 
the  present  rate  and  mode  of  expenditure  in  the  dockyards,  it  is 
estimated  that  forty-three  only  would  be  ready  by  1861,  and,  accord* 
ing  to  the  present  scheme  of  work,  the  French  would  then  possess 
forty  screw  line-of-battle  ships,  and  four  iron-sided  ships.  With  the 
existing  establishment  of  shipwrights  and  scheme  of  work,  the  number 
of  our  screw  line-of-battle  ships  could  not  be  raised  to  fifty-six  before 
the  year  1863,  and  it  may  be  inferred  that,  in  the  interval  between 
1861  and  1863,  still  further  additions  will  have  been  made  to  the 
French  steam  navy. 

*  It  was  calculated  last  year,  by  the  commission  of  naval  ofiicers 
appointed  by  the  Emperor  to  revise  the  organisation  of  the  navy, 
that  the  French  would  have,  by  the  year  18W,  a  steam  fleet  which. 
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with  a  proportion  of  large  transports,  would  enable  them  to  carry  an 
army  of  60,000  men,  with  all  its  horses,  provisions,  and  materials  for 
one  month ;  and  that  they  may  have  ready  by  1860,  forty  steam  line- 
of-battle  ships,  six  iron-plated  frigates,  thirty  screw  frigates,  nineteen 
paddle-wheel  frigates,  and  twenty-six  steam  transports.'  {Report^ 
p.  9.) 

The  Report  then  proceeds  to  compare  in  a  tabular  form  the 
relative  strength  of  the  British  and  French  navies  in  1852  and 
in  1853^  and  this  statement  is  condensed  in  the  following  para- 
graphs :  — 

'  France,  since  1852,  has  increased  her  steam  line-of-battle  ships 
from  2  to  40,  of  which  there  are  5  building  and  4  converting,  and 
this  has  been  effected  by  the  conversion  of  26  sailing-ships,  and  the 
building  of  14  screw -ships.* 

'  England,  in  the  same  time,  has  increased  her  line-of-battle  screw- 
steamers  from  17  to  50,  of  which  there  are  10  building  and  7  con- 
verting. This  has  been  effected  by  the  conversion  of  27  sailing-ships, 
and  the  building  of  23  screw-ships. 

'The  addition,  therefore,  to  the  French  navy  in  steam  line-of- 
battle  ships,  complete,  building,  and  converting,  is  38,  and  of  Eng* 
land,  33,  since  1852. 

'  The  steam  frigates  of  France,  screw  and  paddle,  have  been  in- 
creased from  21  to  46 ;  and  England  has  increased  her  steam  frigates, 
screw  and  paddle,  from  22  to  34,  and  her  block-ships  of  60  guns  each 
from  4  to  9. 

*  It  is  necessary  that  we  should  notice  this  superiority  in  steam 
frigates  on  the  part  of  France  over  Great  Britain,  which,  in  the 
event  of  hostilities,  might  form  a  serious  detriment  to  this  country, 
especially  in  relation  to  the  interruption  of  commerce. 

'  On  the  other  hand,  the  French  steam  corvettes  and  sloops,  which, 
in  1852,  were  31,  are  now  only  22 ;  while  those  of  Great  Britain, 
which,  in  1852,  were  59,  are  now,  including  7  vessels  since  reduced 
from  frigates  to  sloops,  82 ;  our  screw  floating  batteries  are  8,  as 
against  5  French ;  our  screw  gun-vessels  and  other  small  vessels  are 
53,  whereas  the  French  have  93  ;  our  screw  gun-boats  are  162,  and 
those  of  France  28 ;  and  the  whole  steam  navy  of  Great  Britain  now 
amounts  to  464  vessels,  while  that  of  France  numbers  264.*  (Report, 
p.  10.) 

These  figures  establish  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt  the 
fact  of  most  momentous  consequence  to   every   Englishman  : 


*  The  French  Naval  Almanac  having  ceased  to  publish  the  names 
of  vessels,  it  is  not  easy  to  identify  these  ships ;  but  Lord  Derby's 
Commission  does  not  seem  aware  that  several  of  them  are  old  ships, 
with  a  small  auxiliary  steam  power,  rendering  them  not  more 
effective  than  our  block-ships,  which  we  have  ceased  to  count 
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that,  in  December  last,  the  resources  of  the  French  navj, 
in  ships  of  the  most  important  classes  adapted  to  modem  war- 
fiire,  ¥)ere  equal  to  those  of  Englandy  the  disparity  of  numbers 
being  chieflj  in  gun-boats*     We  shall  presently  show  that  in 
other  respects,  as  to  her  means  of  manning  these  ships,  and  as 
to  the  administration  of  the  fleet,  there  is  every  reason  to 
suppose   that  the  resources  of   France  are,  if  not  actually 
greater  than  our  own,  certainly  more  available  in  an  emergency : 
but  the  comparison  of  the  ships  is  not  yet  complete.    It  appears 
that,  if  the  whole  British  navy  were  adequately  manned  and 
stationed  in  two  grand  divisions,  the  one  occupying  the  stra- 
tegical position  of  our  Channel  fleet  between  Gibraltar  and 
Plymouth^  the  other  in  Malta  harbour,  we  should  then  be  able 
to  oppose  ship  for  ship  the  naval  forces  which  the  Emperor  of 
the  French  has  it  in  his  power  to  concentrate  at  a  very  short  notice 
at  his  two  great  naval  positions  of  Cherbourg  and  Toulon — and 
no  more.     But  we  have  already  shown   that   a  considerable 
deduction  must  be  made  on  our  side  for  the  ships  indispensably 
required  on  the   American   and  Indian  stations.     In  reality, 
therefore,  our  numerical  position  is  one  of  absolute  inferiority 
in  the  seas  of  Europe,  and  this  inferiority  is  augmented  by  the 
fact  that,  whilst  the  French  boast,  and  we  believe  with  truth, 
that  they  have  it  in  their  power  to  man  every  vessel  in  their 
dockyards  with  seamen  and  marine  infantry,  who  have  already 
served  an  apprenticeship  in  vessels  of  war,  weeks,  and  possibly 
months,  must  elapse  before  tiie  complement  of  men  could  be 
obtained  for  our  fleet ;  and,  even  if  they  were  obtained,  the 
ships  must  be  sent  to  sea,  and  possibly  into  action,  with  raw 
and  undisciplined  crews. 

The  truth  of  this  statement  is  placed  beyond  all  doubt  by 
the  essay  *  on  the  Naval  Position  and  Policy  of  Great  Britain,' 
which  we  have  placed  at  the  head  of  these  pages,  and  by  the 
evidence  taken  before  the  Commission  on  Manning  the  Navy, 
last  autumn.  We  shall  confine  ourselves  to  a  single  example, 
but  it  is  one  of  demonstrative  authority.  Sir  Charles  Napier 
has,  we  think,  rendered  an  eminent  service  to  the  country  by 
cauring  the  *  History  of  the  Baltic  Campaign  of  1854  '  to  be 
published;  and  although  we  regret  the  personalities  he  has 
allowed  to  be  mixed  up  with  his  narrative,  the  book  is  one 
which  ought  to  be  read  by  every  man  who  would  see  the  abuses 
of  our  naval  administration  reformed.  Hostilities  between  this 
country  and  Kussia  had  been  impending  for  more  than  six 
months,  before  they  broke  out  in  the  spring  of  1854.  The 
Admiralty  had  a  whole  winter  to  prepare  for  the  Baltic  cam- 
paign, which  was  obviously  about  to  open  when  that  sea  was 
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clear  of  ice.  Yet  when  Sir  Charles  Napier  sailed  from 
Spithead  on  the  11th  of  March,  his  fleet  consisted  of  only  four 
screw  line-of-battle  ships,  four  block-ships,  four  frigates,  and 
three  paddle  steamers.  But  small  as  this  squadron  was,  which 
but  for  the  state  of  the  ice  might  have  had  to  encounter  the 
whole  northern  fleet  of  Russia,  it  had  been  got  together  with 
the  utmost  difficulty,  and  nothing  remained  but  the  three  or  four 
ordinary  guard-ships  for  the  defence  of  the  whole  coast  and 
maritime  arsenals  of  England. 

'  Though  few  in  point  of  numbers,  never,  perhaps,  had  finer  ships 
left  our  shores ;  yet  never  before  had  a  squadron  sailed  so  deplorably 
manned.  The  subsequent  testimony  of  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Ad- 
miralty on  this  point  was,  unhappily,  as  true  as  significant :  *'  Jfy<ni 
^^Jind  300  able  seamen  on  board  each  ship,  I  shall  be  agreeably  sur^ 
^^ prised.^'  Nor  was  the  following  from  the  same  source  more  satis- 
factory :  *'  The  Emperor  of  Russia  should  try  his  strength  with  you 
*' while  he  musters  double  your  numbers,  and  your  hands  are  so 
"  ihiserably  raw."  This  description  of  the  squadron  by  those  who 
manned  it,  as  frankly  recorded  as  it  was  true,  was  by  Admiral 
Berkeley.'    {Baltic  Campaign,  p.  19.) 

Sir  John  Pakington  stated  to  the  House  of  Commons  last 
February  that  many  of  the  finest  ships  in  the  Navy  recently 
commissioned,  had  remained  in  hwchour  four  aiid  even  six  montlis 
before  they  completed  their  crews:  thus  the  *  Renown'  was 
detained  172  days  for  this  purpose,  and  the  *  Marlborough '  129 
days,  —  this  delay  causing  of  course  an  enormous  expense  and 
the  inefficiency  of  the  ships.  To  meet  this  evil  the  Admiralty 
resorted  in  May  last  to  the  very  questionable  expedient  of  a 
bounty  by  Her  Majesty's  Proclamation ;  but  though  the  bounty 
was  high,  able  seamen  have  come  in  but  slowly,  and  the  diffi- 
culty is  not  overcome.  Upon  the  appearanoe  of  the  Queen's 
Proclamation,  the  French  Government  instantly,  but  silently, 
called  out  an  additional  levy  of  10,000  seamen,  who  joined 
their  ships  in  a  fortnight. 

Six  years  ago  we  took  occasion  to  review  with  considerable 
detail  in  the  pages  of  this  journal  (Ed.  Rev.,  vol.  xcviii.  p.  240.) 
the  results  of  the  commission  of  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the 
French  navy,  which  had  been  appointed  by  the  National 
Assembly  in  1849.  We  showed  frcmi  that  most  remarkable 
volume  what  the  condition  of  the  French  navy  then  was,  and 
what  it  was  intended  to  become.  We  stated  that  at  that  time 
the  matiriel  of  the  British  Navy  was  superior  in  the  proportion 
of  2  or  3  to  1  to  that  of  France,  for  France  possessed  only  27 
line-of-battle-ships  afloat,  one-half  of  which  had  ceased  to  be 
available  for  the  purposes  of  war;  and  in  the  whole  French 
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navy  only  three  line-of-battle  ships  and  one  frigate  had  screw  or 
auxiliary  propellers.  In  almost  all  other  respects,  with  the 
exception  of  the  superior  organisation  of  the  personnel  in 
IFrauce,  the  comparison  was  equally  unfavourable  to  that 
country.  But  we  confess  that  we  considerably  underrated  in 
1853  the  energy  and  resolution  with  which  the  French  Govern- 
ment has  since  applied  itself  to  remedy  these  deficiences ;  and 
with  the  evidence  then  before  us  as  to  the  actual  condition  of 
the  fleet,  and  the  resources  of  the  French  dockyards,  it  was 
impossible  to  conceive  that  six  years  (two  of  which  were  years 
of  war)  should  have  sufficed  for  the  Minister  of  Marine  to 
realise  the  astonishing  results  which  we  have  just  laid  before 
pur  readers  on  officii  authority.  No  doubt  the  will  of  an 
absolute  government,  and  an  uncontrolled  expenditure,  have 
largely  contributed  to  this  result ;  yet  if  any  reliance  can  be 
placed  on  the  financial  returns  annexed  to  the  Beport  just  laid 
before  our  own  Parliament,  the  augmentation  in  the  French 
naval  estimates  is  less  than  the 'augmentation-  in  our  own,  and 
the  amount  for  the  present  year,  irrespective  of  the  extraordi- 
nary expenses  which  have  subsequentlv  arisen  from  the  war,  is 
about  five  millions  sterling  to  our  ten  millions.  But  as  England  is 
obliged  to  maintain  a  larger  number  of  ships  in  commission,  the 
balance  applicable  to  the  construction  of  new  ships  is  smaller  in 
this  country  than  in  France.  Nor  do  the  designs  of  the  French 
Government  stop  at  the  point  they  have  already  reached :  — 

'  According  to  a  report  of  the  Minister  of  Marine,  prefixed  to  the 
French  Navy  Estimates  for  1859,  it  appears  that  it  is  intended  to 
raise  the  French  steam  navy  to  150  vessels  of  war  of  various  classes, 
built  after  the  best  models,  with  engines  of  full  power,  in  addition  to 
72  steam  transports,  and  to  complete  the  building,  in  the  several 
military  ports,  of  the  dry  docks  and  factories  indispensable  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  new  steam  fleet  The  expense  of  these 
works  is  to  be  spread  over  the  period  from  1859  to  1871. 

*•  The  money  to  be  appropriated  to  these  works  is  also  stated  in  the 
Minister's  report.  He  proposes  that  the  annual  grants  for  labour, 
materials,  armament,  new  works  and  repairs,  up  to  the  year  1871, 
shall  be  raised  to  the  sum  of  2,600,000/.;  he  estimates  that  1,920,000/. 
of  this  sum  will  be  absorbed  in  the  *^  annual  consumption  of  the  steam 
*^  navy,  works  of  maintenance,  and  the  renewal  of  existing  materials,*' 
leaving  the  annual  average  sum  of  680,000/.  for  the  increase  of  the 
fleet  and  the  extension  of  the  naval  establishments.  The  sum  which 
France  intends  to  devote  to  the  latter  purposes  up  to  1871,  when  the 
fleet  will  have  reached  the  limit  of  its  proposed  extension,  amounts 
therefore  to  8,840,000/. 

'The  proposed  annual  grant  of  2,600,000/.  would  amount,  iu 
thirteen  years,  to  33,800,000/.  Maintenance  and  renewal  will  absorb 
nearly  three-fourths  of  this  sum,  leaving  the  above  sum  of  8,840,000/., 
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of  rather  more  than  one-fourth,  to  be  devoted  to  the  increase  of  her 
strength  in  ships  and  naval  establishments/    {Report^  p.  13.) 

These  are  facts  on  which  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  us  to 
comment.  They  tell  their  own  story,  and  it  is  a  story  of  no 
light  significance  to  England.  Doubts  may  well  be  enter- 
tained whether  the  large  sums  annually  voted  by  Parliament 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  have  always  been  judiciously 
applied  ;  whether  our  dockyard  administration  does  not  demand 
great  reforms ;  and  whether  the  country  has  really  got  all  it 
ought  to  have  for  its  money.*  These  are  matters  of  detail  into 
which  our  limits  forbid  us  to  enter ;  but  we  hold  it  to  be  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  the  whole  extent  of  the  deficiency  be 
known.     To  quote  the  words  of  the  *  Naval  Peer ' :  — 

^  What  can  concern  Englishmen  more  than  to  know,  and  that  upon 
the  very  highest  official  authority,  that  France  can  at  any  time 
occupy  the  British  Channel  with  far  greater  force  than  England  can 
oppose  to  it  ? 

*  It  is  worth  mentioning  here,  that  about  the  time  when  an  English 
Minister  was  making  his  statement  of  our  invulnerability,  a  French 
naval  officer  was  upon  a  mission  to  this  country  which^  brought  him 
into  contact  with  an  English  officer  peculiarly  and  officially  conver- 
sant with  our  maritime  population.  The  Frenchman,  referring  to 
the  immense  number  of  our  merchant  seamen,  observed  that  in  prac- 
tice ih^  were  not,  as  in  France,  available  for  manning  our  ships  of 
war.  This  was  admitted  by  the  British  officer,  who  qualified  the 
admission  by  saying,  that  although  we  could  not  get  men  at  the  be- 
ginning of  a  war,  yet  we  should  after  a  time ;  and  that  of  course  it 
would  always  be  our  policy  to  prevent  any  other  Power  obtaining 
command  of  the  Channel.  *'  Obtaining  command  of  the  Channel !" 
said  the  French  officer ;  "  France  could  do  so  at  any  time,  under  her 

*  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  exaggerate  the  gross  abuses  and  ex- 
travagance which  have  come  to  light  from  time  to  time  in  the  dock- 
yards. Thus,  in  1846  Lord  Dundonald  was  allowed  to  build  a  vessel 
of  peculiar  construction,  with  peculiar  engines.  The  vessel  cost 
34,355^,  and  the  engines  and  boilers  (of  ^K)  horse-power)  29,392/1 
A  further  sum  of  5060/.  was  laid  out  upon  her  at  Woolwich  in  1854, 
but  she  was  utterly  useless,  and  was  sold  in  1856,  hull,  engines,  and 
all,  for  3300/. 

The  engines  of  the  '  Retribution '  were  first  class  paddle  engines 
by  Mafiddiay  and  Field,  they  cost  41,170/.;  being  found  to  be  too 
large  ^d  powerful  for  the  vessel,  they  were  taken  out  of  her  and 
'  eventually  broken  up,  the  old  iron  fetching  about  2000/.  These  facts 
are  published  by  the  ^  Commission  on  Marine  Engines.'  It  is  fair  to 
add,  that  there  is  at  present  no  appearance  of  such  grave  errors 
being  repeated,  and  we  are  confident  the  present  excellent  Surveyor 
of  the  Navy  has  done  all  he  can  to  prevent  them. 
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^  present  arrangements,  or,  rather,  h€u  command  of  the  Channel  at 
*«  this  moment" ' 

M.  In  efficient  ships,  France  nearly  equals  us,  our  force  being  (of 
the  fine)  fortj-two  to  their  fortj. 

'2.  In  the  power  of  manning  those  ships  for  any  sudden  emergency, 
fVance  greatly  surpasses  us. 

^3.  And  for  equipping  her  ships,  France  possesses,  in  Sir  CL 
Wood's  words,  infinitely  grecUer  facilities. 

*  But  if  the  means  be  yet  undiscoFered  (or  at  least  unapplied)  by 
which  naval  England  can  hope  to  meet  a  sudden  naval  emergency  as 
wdl  as  France,  we  at  all  events  know  that  they  exist.  There  are  the 
seamen,  and  there  are  the  ships;  to  bring  them  together  when 
wanted  has  not  surpassed  the  administrative  ability  of  France  or 
Bussia,  and,  unquestionably,  if  the  problem  be  not  solved  in  England 
before  this  coimtry  is  aroused  by  some  signal  disaster,  it  will  be 
aotred  after  the  evil  day.'    {Naval  Position^  Sfc.,  pp.  ix,  and  6.) 

When  it  is  considered  that  these  vast  naval  preparations  have 
be«i  hurried  on  with  this  extraordinary  activity  by  the  remark- 
able man  who  wields  the  whole  power  of  the  French  Empire, 
and  directs  it  by  the  impulse  of  his  own  secret  policy  —  when 
it  is  rememberea  that  within  the  same  period  the  defences  and 
baons  of  Cherbourg  have  been  terminated,  and  the  naval 
arsenals  of  France  on  the  Atlantic  placed  in  easy  communioa- 
tion  with  those  of  the  Mediterranean  by  a  complete  system  of 
railroads  —  when  it  is  added  to  this  that  France  combines  the 
reflources  of  one  of  the  most  powerful  armies  in  Europe,  with 
a  fleet  equal  to  our  own  in  ships,  and  superior  in  facility  of 
equipping  them,  by  means  of  which  she  threw  in  less  than  a  fort- 
night this  spring  90,000  men  on  the  shores  of  Italy,  it  is  not 
too  mudi  to  say  that  the  position  of  this  country,  in  presence  of 
so  formidable  a  neighbour,  is  altogether  novel,  and  that  we 
should  soon  cease  to  exist  as  a  nation  if  we  relied  on  his  for- 
bearance rather  than  on  our  own  resources.  On  the  31st  of 
December  last  who  dreamed  of  war  between  France  and 
Austria?  On  the  following  day  the  warning  struck,  and  a 
war  has  begun  for  which  history  and  posterity  will  seek  in  vain 
for  any  cause  beyond  the  will  of  him  who  was  the  author  of 
it  The  same  Power  might  with  equal  facility  have  directed 
the  blow  against  this  country.  When  this  is  the  attitude  and 
the  character  of  our  nearest  neighbour,  it  would  be  madness  to 
delay  putting  forth  our  powers  of  defence.  It  may  well  be 
doubted  whether  this  country  can  ever  enjoy  that  peace  and 
security  which  our  social  and  commercial  interests  require  as 
long  as  there  are,  or  may  be,  superior  naval  forces  in  sight  of 
our  coasts.  The  maritime  ascendancy  of  England  does  not 
mean  that  this  country  claims  to  exercise  any  supremacy  over 
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the  seas,  or  any  rights  which  are  not  fully  shared  by  every 
other  flag  in  the  world.  It  means  simply  that  the  waters  which 
encircle  our  islands  shall  be  inviolably  secure,  and  that  the 
commerce  of  England  shall  bear  with  it  the  protection  of  her 
flag  wherever  it  may  go.  If  these  two  conditions  were  lost, 
or  even  interrupted,  by  the  fortune  of  war,  little  ejse  would 
be  left  to  us  to  contend  for.  Other  States  may  possess  a 
navy  for  the  purposes  of  foreign  influence  or  ambition,  but 
here  the  Navy  is  the  mainstay  of  our  national  existence.  When, 
therefore,  we  see  such  a  fleet  arrayed  in  the  ports  of  France, 
without  any  intelligible  cause,  as  the  British  Admiralty  can 
barely  meet  on  equal  terms,  we  descry  a  peril  to  which  this 
nation  has  long  been  unaccustomed.  The  great  actions  of  Howe, 
Jervis,  Duncan,  and  Nelson,  from  1794  to  1805,  did,  in  fact, 
sweep  the  maritime  rivals  of  England  from  the  ocean.  The 
French  navy  was  powerless ;  the  Spanish  navy,  its  confederate, 
was  annihilated.  Nor  did  the  governments  of  France,  from  1815 
to  1848,  think  it  expedient  to  rouse  the  maritime  jealousy  of  this 
country.  The  condition  and  the  exploits  of  the  French  navy, 
under  Charles  X.  and  Louis  Philippe,  were  highly  honourable 
to  their  flag;  but  they  were  not  formidable  to  any  other 
country.  It  is  within  the  last  ten  years  that  the  aspect  of 
naval  affairs  in  France  has  changed,  and,  whether  it  be  to  his 
own  advantage  or  not,  the  Emperor  has  raised  up  the  most 
powerful  fleet  which  France  has  possessed  since  the  Ame- 
rican war,  or  rather  the  most  powerful  fleet  she  ever  possessed 
at  all.  It  is  obvious  that  the  sole  object  such  an  armament 
can  have  in  view  is  the  possibility  of  assailing  or  overawing  the 
only  other  maritime  Power  which  is  in  a  condition  to  oppose  it. 

But  the  matter  does  not  rest  here,  and  the  naval  armaments 
of  France,  though  larger  than  at  any  former  period,  are  not  the 
only  forces  to  be  taken  into  the  account. 

If  we  look  to  the  great  principle  which  has,  for  the  last  two 
centuries,  mainly  governed  the  policy  of  England  towards  the 
Continental  States,  and  which  has  justly  compelled  us  to  engage 
in  many  sanguinary  and  costly  wars,  we  think  it  may  be  reduced 
to  this  proposition  —  England  cannot,  consistently  with  her  own 
safety  and  independence',  endure  the  existence  of  a  maritime  co- 
alition against  her;  or,  in  other  words,  the  combination  of  the 
naval  forces  of  two  or  more  great  maritime  Powers  constitute 
a  danger  to  this  country,  which  all  English  statesmen  worthy  of 
the  name  have  sought  to  combat  and  prevent.  In  the  seven- 
teenth century,  the  Dutch  were  a  great  maritime  Power,  and  our 
policy  was  directed  to  resist  the  combination  of  their  fleet  with 
that  of  France  —  an  object  which  was  attained  by  the  Bevolu- 
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tion  of  1688,  and  the  formation  of  the  Great  Alliance.  In  the 
eighteenth  century,  Spain  was  a  great  maritime  Power,  the 
third  in  Europe,  and  the  principal  interest  of  this  country,  both 
in  the  War  of  Succession,  and  in  the  resistance  of  Lord  Chatham 
to  the  Family  Compact  of  1761,  was  to  prevent  the  union  of  her 
fleets  to  those  of  France.  The  naval  power  of  Holland  was  ex- 
tinguished off  Camperdown,  where  Admiral  Duncan  defeated 
the  Dutch  fleet  on  its  way  to  join  the  French  at  Brest ;  and  the 
game  year  (1797)  witnessed  the  defeat  of  the  Spanish  fleet  off 
Cape  St.  Vincent,  which  was  followed  by  its  total  destruction, 
in  1805,  at  Trafalgar,  The  stem  necessity  which  justified  these 
actions  —  as  it  was  afterwards  held  by  the  Government  to  justify 
the  attack  on  Copenhagen  after  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit  —  arose 
certainly  out  of  no  hostility  between  this  country  and  the  Dutch, 
the  Spaniards  or  thq  Danes,  as  independent  States  and  neigh- 
bours. It  arose  out  of  the  certainty  that  their  naval  power  was 
to  be  used  against  us  in  conjunction  with  that  of  France,  and  in 
subserviency  to  her  hostile  policy ;  for  England  was  not  more 
active  in  promoting  coalitions  against  France  by  land  than 
France  was  in  promoting  coalitions  against  England  by  sea; 
and  to  destroy  these  combinations  as  they  arose  was  indispen- 
sable to  the  safety  of  these  shores,  unless  we  had  been  able  and 
prepared  to  keep  afloat  a  naval  force  equal  to  that  of  all  the 
other  maritime  States,  which  is  obviously  impossible. 

The  times  are  changed,  Holland  and  Spain  have  ceased  to 
be  our  maritime  rivals,  and  their  naval  power  is  barely  sufficient 
for  the  protection  of  their  own  colonial  and  commercial  interests. 
But  the  same  considerations  which  formerly  applied  to  the  mari- 
time relations  of  France  with  those  States,  now  apply  to  the 
position  she  has  assumed  in  Italy,  and  to  her  understanding 
with  Russia.  Should  the  Emperor  of  the  French  succeed  in  re- 
establishing that  ascendancy  of  France  over  Italy  which  be- 
longed to  the  first  Empire,  it  is  evident  that  he  will  obtain  for 
France  a  very  great  increase  of  maritime  power  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  this,  whether  the  Italian  States  are  actually 
incorporated  with  France,  or  whether,  as  is  more  probable,  they 
become  united  to  her  by  close  ties  of  dependency.  For  ex- 
ample, the  regular  seafaring  population  of  the  dominions  of  the- 
King  of  Sardinia  alone  amounts  to  32,000  men,  who,  under  the- 
French  system,  would  be  all  liable  to  naval  service ;  and  as  the 
coasts  of  Italy  and  the  Italian  islands  bear  a  very  large  propor- 
tion to  the  internal  area  of  the  peninsula,  the  maritime  classes^ 
are  in  proportion  more  numerous  than  the  military  classes.  The 
Italians  are  in  fact  a  maritime  people,  which  the  French  are  not 
The  most  glorious  days  of  Genoa,  Pisa,  and  Venice  wei^e  days 
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of  maritime  enterprise  and  naval  warfare.  The  western  coaBt 
of  Italy  possesses  the  finest  harbours  in  the  Mediterranean,  espe- 
cially those  of  Spezia  and  Naples ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  doubt 
that  the  establishment  of  French  ascendancy  over  the  Italian 
States,  and  the  development  of  their  naval  resources  under  her 
guidance  and  protection,  would  almost  double  the  strength  of 
France  as  a  Mediterranean  naval  Power;  that  is  to  say,  would 
enable  her  to  equip  and  man  a  fleet  of  twenty  sail  of  the  line  in 
that  sea  as  easily  as  she  now  equips  and  mans  ten  sail  of  the 
line  at  Toulon.  The  effect  on  this  country  would  be  that, 
unless  we  resign  ourselves  to  a  position  of  inferiority  (in  which 
case  we  had  better  have  no  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean  at  all), 
we  should  have  to  maintain  there  a  force  very  much  larger  thim 
we  have  hitherto  done,  whilst  France  would  have  the  means  of 
detaching  a  larger  sqiuulron  to  her  Atlantic  and  Channel  porta. 

The  force  of  this  observation  is  increased  by  the  fact  that 
Kussia,  having  lost  her  fleet  in  the  Black  Sea,  has  at  once  re- 
appeared as  a  Mediterranean  naval  Power  by  the  acquisition  of 
the  harbour  of  Villa  Franca  from  Sardinia,  and  by  her  under- 
standing with  the  present  belligerents,  who  are  ready,  of  course, 
to  place  their  harbours  at  her  disposal  The  lesson  of  1 855  was 
a  severe  one,  but  it  has  not  been  lost  upon  Kussia.  Her  navy, 
then  almost  entirely  consisting  of  sailing  ships,  has  undergone 
the  same  process  of  complete  renewal  in  which  England  and 
France  have  respectively  been  engaged.  We  are  not  in  pos- 
session of  complete  official  evidence  on  the  subject ;  but  whereas, 
in  1857,  Russia  had  but  seven  ships-of-the-Hne,  three  frigates 
and  twelve  corvettes  with  screw  propellers,  it  is  stated  that  her 
8team-line*of-battle  ships  now  amount  to  three  times  that 
number,  and  that  she,  like  France,  is  preparing  to  keep  forty 
of  these  vessels  Idoat. 

A  maritime  coalition  of  these  two  Powers  might,  therefore, 
array  against  Great  Britain  by  far  the  most  powerful  and  for- 
midable armament  she  has  ever  had  to  encounter  —  the  most 
powerful  in  itself,  and  the  most  powerful  in  relation  to  our 
means  of  resistance.  For  it  must  be  observed  that  these  steam- 
fleets  would  not  only  form  an  armada  equal  to  nearly  twice  our 
own,  but  that  the  introduction  of  steam  has  given  considerable 
advantages  to  military  Powers.  Armies  can  now  be  moved  far 
more  swiftly  and  easily  by  sea  than  by  land.  It  was  one  of 
Napoleon's  aphorisms  that  England  overawed  Europe  by  means 
of  30,000  trained  seamen*,  and  his  difficulty  was  to  get  that 
number  of  French  sailors  to  cope  successfully  with  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  wind^  tide>  and  weather,  that  affect  a  sailing-fleet. 
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'  But  the  change  is  great,  from  ships  whose  life  and  breath  was 
the  sailor,  to  jon  great  floating  batteries  moved  by  stokers,  and 
which  might  be —  nay,  in  Russia  will  often  be  —  manned  and  fought 
by  cavalry  soldiers.  For  remember,  that  except  for /the  work  of  the 
engine-room,  it  is  for  the  guns  the  crews  are  required ;  and  though 
we  all  know  that  sailors  are  preferable  for  all  the  varied  incidents  of 
the  sea,  they  no  longer  supply  the  motive  power,  and  their  value  in 
action  with  an  enemy  is  now  reduced  to  very  small  proportions. 
Now  this  opens  up  an  entirely  new  view  of  naval  affairs,  and  one 
which  it  would  be  most  perilous  to  neglect ;  for  although  it  is  not  to 
be  supposed  that  any  country  will  despatch  a  fleet  to  a  distance 
without  good  crews  of  seamen,  yet  it  is  clear  that  the  British  Channel 
might  be  crossed,  and  a  very  good  action  fought  by  a  fleet  manned 
with  artillerymen  only,  —  ay,  and  not  one  sailor  on  board ! 

*  Ask  the  most  competent  of  our  guimery  officers  which  they  would 
prefer  commanding  in  action —  "  a  ship  manned  by  the  best  seamen 
^'  not  trained  to  the  guns,  or  a  ship  manned  by  good  artillerymen, 
"  such  as  our  marine  artillery,  for  instance  ?  **  Their  answer  will 
unquestionably  be  in  favour  of  the  artillerymen,  supposing  them 
^ther  to  have  smooth  water,  or  the  brief  practice  necessary  to  subdue 
sea-sickness,  and  acquire  a  balance  at  sea. 

'  It  is  an  old  remark,  that  events  move  in  cycles :  and  here  we 
have  again  a  glimpse  of  days  when,  as  of  yore,  soldiers  will  fight  at 
flea  as  on  land,  and  the  sailors'  post  of  those  days  will  be  taken  by 
the  stokers  of  the  present.'    {Naval  Position,  p.  47.) 

It  is  not  our  intention  in  this  place  to  enter  upon  the  political 
considerations  which    these  facts   may  naturally  suggest^  es- 
pecially in  the  face  of  the  events  now  passing  in  Europe ;  but 
w6  do  not  hesitate  to  add  that,  if  under  the  shelter  of  any 
secret  arrangement  or  for  any  undefined '  object,  an  attempt 
were  made  to  overawe  this  country  by  a  combination  of  naval 
forces  superior  to  our  own,  the  British  Government  would  be 
compelled,  not  only  by  our  traditional  policy,  but  by  our  mani- 
fest danger,  to  employ  the  whole  strength  of  the  Empire  to 
destroy  a  conjunction  so   menacing   to   the  independence    of 
England  and  the  freedom  of  the  world.     Nor  can  it  be  denied 
that  armaments  of  this  nature,  costing  as  they  do  the  revenue 
of  a  kingdom,  and  imposing  great  burdens  on  the  people  of  this 
and  other  countries,  are  an  intolerable  evil,  and  are  wholly  in- 
consistent with  that  system  of  peace  under  which  it  is  our  wish 
to  live.     They  are  essentially  offensive  armaments,  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  disguise  the  fact  that  they  are  midntained  in  a  spirit 
of  rivalry  to  this  country,  and  that  a  mere  accident,  or  the 
irritation  of  a  single  despotic  ruler,  might  direct  their  whole 
power  against  us.     To  put  the  question  on  the  lowest  ground, 
the  policy  and  conduct  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon  in  raising  the 
Itavy  of  France  to  its  present  enormous  establishment,  is  to 
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impose  on  the  people  of  Great  Britain  additional  expenditure 
and  additional  taxation,  to  the  amount  of  four  or  five  millions 
a  yean  There  can  be  no  economy  without  peace,  no  peace 
without  security,  no  security  without  mutual  confidence ;  but 
what  confidence  can  exist  when  an  Armada  might  within  a 
month  attempt  to  sweep  the  seas  and  menace  the  coasts  of 
England? 

HI.  What  then  are  the  naval  resources  of  this  Empire  ?  If 
we  speak  of  the  navy  in  commission,  or  preparing  for  com- 
mission, it  is  officially  admitted  that  the  forces  of  our  maritime 
rivals  may  be  considered  equal  or  superior  to  our  own.  If  we 
investigate  the  means  they  possess  for  equipping  and  manning 
their  fleets  at  a  short  notice,  their  means  are  more  perfect  than 
our  own ;  because  these  Powers  have  sought  to  turn  every  man 
they  possess  to  the  utmost  advantage,  whilst  we,  relying  on  the 
supposed  immensity  of  our  resources,  have  neglected  to  render 
them  available.  If  we  examine  the  administrative  structure  of 
the  Admiralty,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  no  department  in 
the  State  stands  so  much  in  need  of  administrative  reform. 
These  are  evils,  abuses,  and  drawbacks  which  it  is  useful  to 
expose  and  necessary  to  correct.  Nevertheless  fsome  writers, 
and  especially  naval  writers  and  naval  members  of  Parliament, 
have  exaggerated  the  tone  of  their  complaints,  because  whilst 
they  have  very  properly  pointed  out  the  difficulty  and  the 
danger  adverted  to  in  the  preceding  parts  of  this  article,  they 
have  omitted  to  take  prominently  into  account  that  which  is 
the  true  basis  of  our  naval  power  —  the  superior  maritime 
resources  of  the  nation.  It  is  true  that  half  a  century  of 
peace  and  entire  maritime  security  have  diverted  a  very  large 
proportion  of  these  resources  to  commercial  rather  than  belli- 
gerent objects.  It  is  true  that  to  meet  an  emergency  we  must 
look  to  the  actual  force  of  the  navy  in  commission ;  and  that 
the  safety  of  the  dockyards  depends  on  our  power  of  protecting 
them  at  the  outbreak  of  hostilities.  But  we  do  not  entertain 
a  doubt  that  if  the  hour  of  danger  were  come,  the  country 
would  put  forth  an  amount  of  strength  incomparably  beyond 
what  it  ever  before  exhibited,  whether  in  wealth,  in  me- 
chamcal  power,  or  in  maritime  force.  Some  figures  appended 
to  the  omcial  Report,  from  which  we  have  already  largely 
quoted,  furnish  the  basis  of  this  opinion.  In  the  merchant 
service  of  England  there  are  at  this  time,  24,406  registered 
sailing  vessels,  and  1813  merchant  steamers;  in  France, 
14,845  sailing  vessels  and  330  steamers;  but  of  those  in 
England  763  sailing  ships  and  119  steamers  are  above  800 
tons  burden ;    in^  France,  only  30  ships  (whether   sailing  or 
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steam),  exist  above  that  size.  In  England,  about  one-third  of 
the  whole  amount  (8641)^  are  below  100  tons;  in  France^ 
four-fifths  of  the  whole  amount  (12^038)^  are  below  that  size, 
so  that  the  registered  tonnage  of  England  is  more  than  four 
times  that  of  France.  The  number  of  men  employed  in  the 
French  merchant  service  is  considerably  greater  in  proportion 
to  the  tonnage  than  it  is  in  our  ships  (E.  1  man  to  19f  tons ; 
F.  1  man  to  llf  tons) ;  but  while  France  has  90,217  registered 
seamen,  England  has  227,411;  and  we  suspect  the  difference 
is  even  greater,  because  a  numerous  class  not  called  seamen  in 
England  are  included  in  France  under  that  denomination.* 

Bearing  in  mind  these  facts,  we  saj  with  Captain  Denman, 
in  the  acunirable  evidence  he  gave  before  the  Commission  for 
Manning  the  Navy,  *  The  only  adequate  reserve  in  times  of  real 
'  peril  is  the  whole  population.^  It  is,  however,  certain  that  under 
ordinary  circumstances  the  Navy  derives  very  little  advantage 
from  the  merchant  service.  In  the  first  year  of  the  Russian 
war  only  400  merchant  seamen  joined  the  Queen's  ships ;  and 
in  the  second  year  300.  Nor  when  you ,  have  got  these  men 
are  they  of  miK^  benefit.  The  principal  duty  of  a  man-of-war's 
man  is  to  work  the  great  guns  and  fight  the  ship,  and  in  war  a 
vessel  would  be  in  greater  danger  from  d  want  of  competent 
gunners  than  from  a  want  of  competent  navigators.  The  un- 
restricted competition  of  the  merchant  service  (though  in  many 
respects  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  Queen's  service  is  far  pre- 
ferable to  it)  has  the  effect  of  drawing  off  this  large  body  of 
men  in  time  of  peace ;  but  in  time  of  war  the  case  would  be 
altered;  trade  would  be  circumscribed;  a  large  portion  of  it 
would  pass  under  the  neutral  flags;  an  embargo  might  be  put 
on  vessels ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  prize  money  and  adventure 
are  strong  additional  attractions  to  enter  the  Navy. 

It  is,  however,  quite  impossible  to  rely  upon  precarious  and 
uncertain  resources,  and  accordingly  one  of  the  nrst  acts  of  Sir 
John  Fakington,  when  he  came  to  the  AdmLcalty,  was  to  name 
a  Commission,  on  i^hich  several  men  of  great  ability  consented 
to  serve,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  this  vital  subject. 

*  These  figures  are  taken  from  the  Minute  prepared  for  the 
Cabinet ;  but  there  are  wide  differences  in  other  official  statements 
before  us.  Thus,  the  return  of  the  registrar-general  of  seamen  to 
the  Manning  Commission  gives  the  number  of  seamen  employed  in 
our  ships  in  1857,  at  176,357.  About  30,000  seafearing  men  are 
employed  in  our  own  coasting  trade,  and  63,000  in  the  Baltic  and 
Mediterranean  trades,  within  a  month's  voyage  of  England.  The 
nuDber  of  seamen  and  boys  registered  for  the  whole  British  Empire 
in  1857,  was  254,135,  and,  including  the  Navy,  322,835. 
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The  Report  of  this  Commission,  and  the  evidence  taken  by 
them,  is  now  before  us,  and  it  contains  suggestions  and  recom- 
mendations of  the  highest  value;  those  which  related  to  the 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  seamen,  and  which  were 
within  the  power  of  the  Admiralty,  have  at  once  been  adopted, 
and  we  trust  that  provision  will  be  made  by  Parliament  at  the 
very  earliest  moment  for  the  whole  scheme. 

The  principal  recommendations  of  the  Commission  are  as 
follows.  They  advise  that,  in  the  first  place,  the  number  of 
boys  for  the  Navy  should  be  taken  at  2000  annually,  and  that 
all  of  them  be  entered  in  training  ships  like  the  *  Britannia.* 
These  boys  make  beyond  question  the  ablest  men  we  have  in 
the  fleet,  and  when  entered  at  the  proper  age  they  may  be 
taken  with  equal  advantage  from  any  part  of  the  kingdom* 
The  training  of  boys  is  in  fact  the  most  economical  and  efficient 
mode  of  raising  the  naval  service  to  the  highest  perfection,  and 
we  should  gladly  see  the  number  raised  to  4000  annually.  At 
present  only  500  are  so  entered. 

To  avoid  the  inconvenience,  expense,  and  reproach  of  keeping 
newly  commissioned  ships  waiting,  sometimes  for  weeks  and 
months,  for  the  complement  of  their  crews,  it  is  essential  that  a 
reserve  of  seamen  should  always  be  maintained  at  the  home 
ports ;  and  it  is  proposed  that  this  reserve  should  not  be  less 
than  4000  men.  We  see  no  reason  that  these  seamen  should 
not  be  employed  on  garrison  duty  in  the  marine  fortresses, 
which  would  relieve  the  army  and  diminish  the  expense ;  they 
should  also  be  instructed  in  artillery  practice. 

On  the  same  principle  it  is  proposed  to  augment  the  marines 
by  5000  men.  No  branch  of  the  service  by  land  or  by  sea  is 
so  popular  or  so  useful,  and  we  are  not  surprised  that  Mr. 
Lindsay,  i^  his  separate  observations,  should  have  advocated  a 
much  larger  increase.  They  are,  in  fact,  excellent  light  infantry 
soldiers,  while  they  are  fit  for  almost  every  duty  afloat  except 
going  aloft,  and  they  are  now  well  trained  in  gunnery.  The 
changes  introduced  by  steam  navigation  in  maritime  warfare  evi- 
dently tend  to  increase  the  utility  of  this  admirable  body  of  troops. 
We  have  seen,  in  a  passage  quoted  just  now  from  the  *  Naval 
Peer,'  that  the  huge  floating  batteries  of  modern  navies  might 
eventually  come  to  be  fought  by  *  cavalry  soldiers;'  but  whatever 
advantage  may  be  derived  from  this  circumstance  by  our  adver- 
saries, it  is  not  without  profit  to  ourselves.  British  marines  are 
precisely  the  fittest  troops  in  the  world  to  serve  at  sea  when  the 
vessel  is  propelled  by  machinery,  and  the  more  difficult  operations 
of  handUng  the  rigging  of  a  large  ship  aloft  may  be  avoided, 
and  will  perhaps  ere  long  fall  into  disuse. 
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A  force,  consifiting  of  4000  reserved  seamen,  11^000  marines 
on  shore,  12,000  coastguardmen,  and  some  volunteers,  would  pro- 
vide a  body  of  30,000  additional  men  to  meet  the  outbreak  of  a 
sadden  contest.  But  the  Commission  goes  further.  Having 
asoertained  that  there  are  nearly  100,000  merchant  seamen,  who 
are  never  absent  for  any  length  of  time  from  the  ports  of  this 
country,  they  propose  that  20,000  of  these  men  should  be  se- 
lected to  form  a  body  of  Naval  Volunteers,  liable  to  be  called 
upon  to  serve  in  the  ftset.  The  inducements  held  out  to,  them 
to  join  would  be  a  paymest  at  short  periods ;  a  pension  at  50 
or  55 ;  payment  for  time  spent  in  practice ;  admission  to  the 
coastguard,  and  Greenwich  Hospital.  On  their  part  they 
would  engage  to  undergo  a  certain  amount  of  training,  and  to 
join  the  Navy  when  required.  A  scheme  has  been  contrived  to 
give  effect  to  this  proposal  by  the  establishment  of  school  ships, 
and  other  means,  and  it  now  only  awaits  the  i^proval  of  Par- 
liament The  cost  of  the  whole  of  these  measures  is  estimated 
at  about  600,000/.,  a  sum  not  very  considerable,  when  it  is 
considered  that  without  constant  means  of  manning  and  re- 
cruiting the  Navy,  all  other  expenditure  on  the  fleet  is  useless. 

One  general  observation  suggests  itself  in  connexion  with 
these  cmmges,  to  which  we  think  our  readers  will  give  a  ready 
assent.  The  tendency  of  the  reforms  and  improvements  loudly 
called  for,  and  gradually  obtained,  in  the  administration  of  the 
military  and  naval  departments  is  to  break  down  those  exclusive 
prctfeseional  barriers  which  have  so  long  been  the  bane  of  the 
servke.  The  true  strength  of  the  army  and  navy  of  £ngland 
is  that  they  are  identified  by  the  closest  ties  with  the  national 
feelings,  the  enterprise,  the  industry,  and  the  ingenuity  of  the 
country.  When  the  gallant  forces  in  the  Crimea  were  at  their 
dreariest  hour,  crushed  by  a  foe  more  powerful  than  the  Rus- 
sians, sanitary  science,  civil  administration,  female  devotedness, 
and  national  determination  snatched  them  back  from  the  verge 
of  destruction.  Civil  engineering,  which  nowhere  achieves 
.  greater  triumphs  than  in  this  kingdom,  has  gradually  enabled 
Mr.  Feigusson  to  conquer  the  prejudices  arrayed  against  his 
system  of  fortification,  and  Sir  William  Armstrong  to  mount 
his  guns  upon  our  batteries.  Whatever  may  be  the  resources 
of  the  royal  dockyards,  they  are  equalled  if  not  surpassed  by 
the  immense  private  establishments  which  form  part  of  the 
ship-building  power  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  and,  in  the  fabri- 
cation of  machinery,  the  workshops  of  the  Clyde  and  the 
Thames  are  constantly  lending  their  forges  to  the  Govern- 
ment. There  is  too  great  a  tendency  in  purely  naval  critics  to 
argue  the  question  as  if  our  whole  maritime  strength  were  com- 
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prised  in  the  Navy  List  and  the  dockyiirds.*  The  reverse  is  the 
case ;  and  the  true  problem  we  have  to  solve  is  to  render  these 
vast  resources  promptly  available  for  the  defence  of  the  country, 
which  at  present  they  are  not. 

This  fact  is  as  well  known  to  the  French  as  to  ourselves  — 
perhaps  better  known,  and  hence  in  all  their  discussions  of  this 
subject  their  fixed  design  is  such  a  system  and  disposal  of  the 
French  forces  as  should  ensure  the  power  of  striking  a  decisive 
blow  at  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities.  Thus  Captain  de  Mon- 
taignac,  an  intelligent  officer,  stated  before  the  Commission 
d'Enqugte  in  1851  :— 

'  The  merchant  navy  of  England,  according  to  the  opinion  of  their 
officers,  is  but  a  small  resource  for  their  military  navy,  even  in  time 
of  war.  This  surprises  us,  to  hear  that  a  navy  which  disposes  of 
above  200,000  auxiliaries,  should  find  such  small  resources ;  it  is 
nevertheless  true,  and  all  English  officers  who  have  occupied  them- 
selves with  this  question  agree  in  saying  that  the  system  of  recruiting 
(seamen)  in  England  is  very  insufficient,  and  that  a  good  organisation 
in  France  might  render  us  superior  to  them  in  personnel.  That  is 
due  solely  to  the  inscription  maritime.  In  England  they  have  no 
recrutement  nutritimCy  and  they  cannot  establish  it  in  the  state  of 
liberty  there  enjoyed.  As  to  pressing,  which  the  English  did  last 
war,  you  know  that  in  1793-5  the  dangerous  mutinies  which  broke 
out  were  the  results  of  it.  English  officers  are  convinced  that  in  the 
present  day  such  means  could  not  be  used,  they  would  procure  very 
bad  crews ;  so  that  if  the  English  wished  to  make  war  by  sea,  they 
would  be  nearly  in  the  state  of  the  Americans,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  make  separate  bargains  with  each  seaman.  Though  such  agree- 
ments are  not  very  important  nor  very  moral  in  the  means  of  making 
them,  they  are  not  the  less  a  serious  impediment ;  and  this  makes 
me  think  that  if  France  had  ships  enough,  at  the  first  moment  of 
war,  to  put  to  sea  a  strong  fleet  of  twenty-seven  or  thirty  sail  of  the 
line,  for  instance,  she  would  have,  with  her  good  organisation  of  the 
personnel,  a  considerable  advantage  over  England ;  because  I  do  not 
believe,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  her  own  officers,  that  she  could  have, 

for  the  outbreak  of  war,  thirty  sail  of  the  line In  England,  at 

the  beginning  of  a  ship's  commission,  the  very  heterogeneous  elements 
of  a  ship's  company  do  not  form  a  very  excellent  crew ;  and  from 
documents  which  I  have  had  in  my  hands  it  seems  that  very  few 
picked  seamen  are  found,  and  of  those  the  merchant  seamen  form  a 
very  insignificant  portion.'     (Naval  Position,  p.  328.) 


♦  For  example,  the  fleet  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company 
alone  now  consists  of  66  steam-ships,  rated  at  84,326  tons,  and  pro- 
pelled by  18,381  h.  p.  Vessels  of  this  class,  partially  armed,  might 
be  made  available  for  numerous  purposes  of  war,  and  thus  d^inish 
the  pressure  on  the  regular  navv. 
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To  such  accusations  as  these  the  Commission  for  Manning 
the  Navy^  after  submitting  its  proposal  to  Her  Majesty,  thus 
replies: — 

'  Your  l^fajestj  possesses  in  the  merchant  service  elements  of  naval 
power,  such  as  no  other  government  in  the  world  enjoys.  It  is  true, 
that  hitherto  no  sufficient  organisation  has  existed  for  securing  to 
jour  Majesty  the  immediate  command  of  these  resources.  During  a 
long  peace,  reliance  has  been  placed,  either  on  the  improbability  that 
danger  would  arise,  or  on  the  efficacy  of  impressment  to  furnish  the 
means  bj  which  danger  could  be  confronted  and  overcome.  Changes 
in  public  sentiment,  and  in  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  have  shaken 
that  reliance.  We  rejoice  to  believe,  that  by  improvements  in  the 
administration  of  your  Majesty's  I*Iavy,  and  in  the  regulation  of  the 
merchant  service,  other  resources  have  in  the  meantime  been  placed 
within  the  reach  of  your  Majesty's  government,  and  that  it  is  now  in 
their  power  to  substitute  for  untrained  compulsory  service,  a  system 
<^  defence,  voluntary,  effect! ve,  and  calculated  to  draw  closer  to  your 
Majesty  at  the  moment  of  danger,  the  loyal  enthusiasm  of  those  on^ 
whom  your  Majesty  will  rely.  We  therefore  humbly  and  confidently 
submit  to  your  Majesty  the  adoption  of  measures  which,  while  their 
primary  object  is  the  protection  of  this  country  from  the  hazards  of 
war,  must  at  the  same  time  improve  the  position  and  elevate  the 
character  of  the  British  seamen  in  the  two  services,  and  unite  them 
together  in  the  firm  bonds  of  reciprocal  good  feeling  and  of  common 
interest.' 

Several  other  suggestions  of  importance  were  made  by  the 
witnesses  examined  before  this  Commission.  Our  limits  forbid 
U8  to  refer  to  them  at  lengthy  but  the  whole  volume^  and  the 
Report  whioh  precedes  it,  are  full  of  invaluable  information  on 
this  subject  On  one  point  only  we  must  allow  ourselves  a  short 
remark.  Sir  Charles  Napier  pointed  out  with  great  force  and 
truth  the  absurd  consequences  of  the  costly  and  mischievous 
system  of  paying  off  vessels  just  when  they  have  attained  the 
highest  proficiency  —  turning  the  crews  adrift  when  they  are 
drilled  to  act  together — and  stripping  the  ship  of  rigging,  great 
part  of  which  is  in  excellent  condition.* 

*'  The  enormous  waste  of  this  system  is  not  its  worst  feature,  though 
it  implies  an  absolute  loss  of  one-third  of  each  ship's  efficient  services, 
an  arrangement  which  no  private  ship-owner  would  tolerate.    It  is 

*  Thus,  after  the  Baltic  campaign  several  ships  were  paid  off. 
They  have  since  been  recommissioned,  costing  the  country,  to  put 
them  into  the  same  state  they  were  in  before,  the  foUowing  sums : 
*rhike  of  Wellington,'  17,650^;  'Arrogant,'  19,913/.;  'Cressy,' 
7,313/.;  *Nile,'  13,772/.;  'Euryalus,'  10,828/.;  'Exmouth,'  11,912/. 
These  sums  are  from  parliamentary  papers. 
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the  injury  done  to  the  morale  of  the  Navy,  or  rather  the  fatal  ob- 
stacle to  creating  a  morale,  or  giving  an  efficient 'organisation  to  our 
seamen,  while  we  make  them  mere  birds  of  passage.  What  would 
our  regiments  be  if  disbanded  every  three  years ;  the  whole  of  the 
non-commissioned  officers,  on  whom  the  discipline  of  the  Army  so 
much  depends,  losing  their  rank,  and  taking  their  chance  of  being 
sergeant,  corporal,  or  private  in  another  regiment  requiring  recruits? 
Yet,  such  is  the  system  in  the  Navy,  and  the  result  as  to  the  non- 
commissioned (petty)  officers  is  just  what  might  be  expected.  Con- 
sidering their  rank  as  only  temporary  and  uncertain,  they  dare  not 
report  a  seaman,  and  in  fact  contribute  nothing  to  discipline  ;  while 
the  non-commissioned  officers  of  Marines  are  eminently  trustworthy. 
This  supposed  case  of  a  regiment  disbanded  every  three  years  does 
not  sufficiently  explain  the  mischief  of  our  "paying  off"  system,  for 
the  personal  machinery  of  a  ship  is  most  complicated.  With  the 
same  military  training,  there  are  several  kinds  of  skilled  labour  also ; 
and  though  it  is  easy  to  break  all  this  machinery  to  pieces,  we  trust 
to  chance  for  putting  it  together  again.'     {Naval  Position^  p.  236.) 

In  Captsdn  Denman's  interesting  evidence  he  states  it  as  his 
opinion  that  all  seamen  and  boys  should  be  entered  for  five 
years,  subject  in  case  of  war  to  foe  retained  for  a  second  period 
of  five  years  with  increased  pay,  and  he  adds : — 

*  With  a  view  of  introducing  a  system  of  discipline  of  a  permanent 
and  consistent  character,  I  think  the  large  ships  of  the  peace  esta- 
blishment should  never  be  paid  offi  The  attachment  of  soldiers  to 
regiments  represented  by  such  a  title  as  the  "  7th  Fusiliers,"  bears 
no  comparison  to  the  esprit  de  corps  which  might  be  evoked  by 
giving  seamen  a  connexion  with  their  ship  of  the  same  permanent 
character,  and  passing  it  down  in  a  continuous  manner.  Conceive  a 
"Vanguard"  whose  crews  were  linked  by  a  perpetual  succession 
with  the  recollections  of  the  battle  of  the  Nile ;  or  the  crew  of  a 
"  Victory  "  who  could  have  by  the  same  means  a  connexion  with  the 
glories  of  Trafalgar.  Yet  this  most  powerful  hold  upon  men's  minds 
has  been  always  entirely  thrown  away  in  the  Navy.'  {Captain 
DenmatCs  Evidence^  p.  157.) 

We  have  seen  that  the  enormous  augmentation  of  the  Navy 
Estimates  in  the  last  few  years,  accompanied,  as  it  has  been,  not 
by  an  increase,  but  by  a  positive  reduction  in  the  number  of 
our  effective  line-of-battle  ships  and  frigates,  is  attributable  to 
the  prodigious  transformation  of  the  British  fleets  from  sailing 
vessels  to  steam  power.  Hence  the  forty  surviving  sailing 
ships  and  frigates  of  the  old  school,  many  of  which  were  among 
the  finest  of  their  class,  count  for  nothing  at  the  present  day, 
except  to  be  cut  down  to  steam  shipa  of  inferior  rank,  and  it  is 
thus  that  ships  which  were  once  the  pride  of  our  yards,  •  Queen,' 
*  Trafalgar,'  *  London,'  and  *  Rodney,'  are  now  qualified  to  re- 
appear with  a  diminished  armament  but  an  increased  power  of 
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locomotion.  In  fact  it  is  this  possibilitj  of  transformiDg  sailing 
vessels  into  screw  ships  which  will  enable  the  Admiralty  to 
add  Qo  less  than  seventeen  effective  line-of-battle  ships  to  the 
fleet  in  the  present  financial  year;  and  Sir  John  Pakington 
stated  to  the  House  c^  Commons  in  February  last,  that  b^ore 
the  end  of  next  year  we  shall  have  forty-eight  Une-of-battle 
ships,  and  that  in  the  financial  year  1860-1  we  shall  have 
fifty-six,  besides  a  suitable  addition  of  fiigates. 

It  may  therefore  be  assumed  that  an  impulse  has  been  given 
to  the  construction  of  effective  ships  which  will  ere  long  relieve 
the  country  from  the  discreditable  and  dangerous  position  into 
which  it  had  fallen,  having  regard  to  the  enormous  naval  pro- 
gress of  other  Powers.  But  when  we  have  got  the  ships,  and 
when  we  have  provided  the  means  of  manning  the  ships  we 
have  got,  which  are  the  two  first  points  urgently  requiring  the 
strenuous  exertions  of  the  Admiralty  and  the  whole  support 
of  Parliament,  a  multitude  of  other  considerations  present  them- 
selves, which  deserve  far  more  attention  than  they  have  yet 
received  firom  the  naval  profession.  We  shall  advert  to  some 
of  these  problems,  not  with  the  hope  of  solving  them,  but 
of  showing  how  little  they  are  as  yet  understood* 

Let  us  suppose  a  steam  fleet  to  be  well  built,  well  found  with 
machinery,  well  armed  with  guns  of  huge  calibre,  and  well 
manned:  who  is  to  command  such  a  squadron?  Of  100 
admirals,  39  are  between  the  ages  of  70  and  87,  and  only  14 
are  employed.  Of  358  captains  on  the  active  list,  31  are  above 
the  age  of  60,  90  are  employed,  and  180  have  never  served 
afloat  in  their  present  rank.  The  upper  ranks  of  the  service 
are  overcrowded  with  officers,  many  of  whom  are  past  their 
work ;  in  the  lower  ranks  officers  can  hardly  be  obtained  for 
the  ships  in  commission  —  and  no  wonder  if  these  are  the  hopes 
of  promotion  held  out  to  them.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  this 
state  of  things  should  cease,  for  it  is  perfectly  certain  that  but 
a  small  proportion  of  the  senior  officers  can  have  the  adequate 
knowledge,  experience,  and  ability  to  enter  upon  the  command 
of  a  fleet  differing  in  every  respect  from  that  in  which  they  were 
trained.  Every  officer  of  sixty  years  of  age,  and  every  officer 
who  has  not  served  afloat  in  the  last  ten  years,  should  at  once 
be  placed  on  the  retired  list.  Naval  warfare  cannot  be  con- 
ducted with  success  by  old  men;  steam  warfare  cannot  be 
conducted  by  men  bred  under  a  totally  different  system.  Sir 
John  Pakingtcm,  who  furnished  the  details  we  have  quoted  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  added : — 

'Naval  officers,  like  all  other  human  beings,  must  yield  to  the 
farce  of  time ;  a  regular  flow  of  promotion  should  exist ;  and  it  is 
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essential  to  the  well-being  of  the  Navj  that  we  should  have  the  ser- 
vices of  active  and  vigorous  officers,  capable  of  performing  their 
duties.  I  believe,  therefore,  that  the  best  system  for  the  service  will 
be  to  adopt  the  principle  of  retirement  at  a  given  age,  and  thus 
secure  the  advancement  of  younger  men  to  posts  which  their  age  and 
physical  strength  qualify  them  to  fill.'  ( Sir  J.  PakingtofCs  Speech^ 
p.  27.) 

These  are  excellent  sentiments,  but  we  hope  the  Admiralty 
will  give  effect  to  them.  The  present  state  of  the  Navy  List 
is  as  dangerous  to  the  country  as  it  is  discouraging  to  the  ser- 
vice, which  is  full  of  men  eager  and  able  to  perform  the  duties 
that  fall  from  the  grasp  of  their  seniors.  The  first  act  of  the 
Minister  ought  to  be  to  superannuate  at  least  fifty  of  the  senior 
admirals,  and  to  give  the  command  of  the  Channel  and  Medi- 
terranean fleets  to  men  in  the  prime  of  life.  Necessary  as  it  is 
at  all  times  to  have  active  and  vigorous  men  in  high  command, 
that  necessity  is  greatly  increased  by  the  novel  character  and 
peculiar  position  of  the  fleet  itself.  Our  admirals  are  fine  old 
veterans,  but  for  the  defence  of  the  country  you  might  as  well 
collect  in  the  Downs  the  fleet  that  fought  the  battle  of  the 
Nile. 

It  is  nearly  fifty-four  years  since  a  general  naval  action  has 
been  fought  between  two  fleets  at  sea.  The  cannon  of  Trafalgar 
and  the  apotheosis  of  Nelson  closed  that  era  of  seafights  which 
raised  the  British  flag  to  the  pinnacle  of  glory.     Of  the  men 
who  saw  and  did  those  great  deeds  few  survive ;  or  they  survive 
as  veterans  on  the  esplanade  of  Brighton  or  beneath  the  bene- 
ficent shelter  of  the  halls  of  Greenwich.     But  if  the  most 
experienced  admiral  who  ever  led  the  English  fleet  to  battle 
were  now  in  command  at  Spithead,  he  would  have  to  learn  a 
new  lesson.     On  the  one  hand,  the  peculiar  objects  which  the 
manoeuvres  of  a  sailing  fleet  were  destined  to  accomplish  have 
lost  much  of  their  importance  ;  on  the  other  hand,  other  com- 
binations will  hereafter    be   discovered    which  will  produce 
entirely  new   effects  in   ocean  warfare.      For  example,  the 
manoeuvres  of  a  sailing  fleet  were  mainly  designed  to  get  the 
weather-gage  of  the  enemy;    the  line  of  battle  was  always 
formed  by  ranging  the  ships  in  line  ahead,  at  six  points  from 
the  wind,  and  the  fleet  of  the  enemy  also  received  or  met  the 
attack  in  line  ahead,  close-hauled.     But  a  vessel  propelled  by 
steam-power  must  be  regarded  in  naval  tactics,  as  she  is  in 
maritime  law,  as  a  vessel  having  the  wind  always  free  —  she  is 
absolutely  free  to  move  in  all  durections.   Hence  the  operations  of 
raking  a  hostile  ship  from  stem  to  stem,  or  of  placing  such  a  ship 
between  the  cross-fire  of  two  vessels,  which  used  to  be  the  result 
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of  great  art  and  skilful  manipulation  of  the  sails,  may  now  be  ef- 
fected with  much  greater  facility  by  any  screw-vessel.  In  fact, 
as  the  advance  of  a  fleet  no  longer  depends  on  the  action  of  the 
wind,  blowing  in  one  direction,  and  rendering  the  movements  of 
all  ships  more  or  less  uncertain,  but  on  the  self-propelling  force  of 
each  ship,  naval  tactics  may  hereafter  be  assimilated  to  military 
tactics  much  more  than  they  have  hitherto  been,  every  portion 
of  the  fleet  engaged  having  the  utmost  freedom  of  motion  in  all 
directions.  Indeed,  this  freedom  of  motion  and  exposure  to 
attack  will  be  far  greater  on  the  open  sea  than  in  the  case  of 
an  action  fought  by  troops  on  land ;  for  there  the  accidents  of 
the  ground  are  always  used  to  cover  or  support  a  position,  but 
in  the  open  sea  the  movements  of  ships  are  as  uncontrolled  as  those 
of  balls  on  a  billiard-table  of  unlimited  extent ;  or  to  borrow  an 
illustration  from  another  game,  whereas  the  course  of  a  ship 
(dose-hauled  under  sail  resembles  the  moves  of  a  bishop  on  the 
chess-board,  a  screw-steamer  has  all  the  moves  of  a  queen.  The 
eflect  of  this  change  on  the  science  of  naval  tactics,  and  the  art 
of  forming  the  line  of  battle,  is  precisely  analogous  to  the  novel 
combinations  which  would  result  from  giving  all  the  moves  to 
«very  piece  upon  the  chess-board. 

Sir  Howard  Douglas,  in  his  treatise  on  '  Naval  Warfare  with 
'  Steam,'  to  which  we  cursorily  adverted  in  our  last  Number,  has 
pointed  out  the  nature  and  effects  of  these  changes  with  great 
sagacity  and  ingenuity,  and  his  book  ought  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  every  one  who  may  be  called  upon  to  influence  or  direct  the 
evolutions  of  a  squadron  at  sea.  Above  all,  his  suggestions, 
which  are  necessarily  of  an  experimental  character,  ought  to  be 
tried;  and  we  hope  the  summer  will  not  be  allowed  to  pass 
without  a  careful  and  practical  study  by  the  officers  command- 
ing ships  in  the  Channel  of  the  great  manoeuvres  of  a  steam 
fleet  We  cannot  attempt  to  give  our  readers  an  idea  of  the 
technical  details  of  these  operations,  though  even  to  civilians 
they  possess  the  interest  of  a  game  of  profound  skill,  but  the 
following  passages  may  give  a  correct  impression  of  the  general 
principles  of  Sir  Howard's  most  valuable  and  interesting  pro- 
duction. 

'Steam  propulsion  entirely  annuls  all  the  limitations  and  dis- 
abilities imposed  by  the  wind  on  the  evolutions  of  fleets,  and  opens 
the  whole  surface  of  the  ocean  as  a  battle-field  for  the  contests  of 
steam  fleets.  ....  In  a  tract  published  by  Admiral  Bowles  in 
1846,  that  gallant  officer  observed  that  we  had  then  arrived  at  a  new 
era,  in  which  steam  would  enable  naval  commanders  to  conduct  their 
operations  and  manoeuvres  on  military  and  scientific  principles  ;  that 
fleets  moving  by  a  force  beyond  the  influence  of  wind  and  weather, 
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would  have  it  in  their  power  to  attack  or  repulse  an  enemy  in  a 
manner  hitherto  unknown  in  naval  actions ;  that  an  admiral,  by 
keeping  his  ships  together  in  a  collected  and  manageable  order,  and 
skilfully  manoeuvred,  could  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  many  in- 
decisive and  unsuccessful  naval  engagements  of  times  past.  The 
rude  practice  of  forming  a  fleet  for  battle  in  one  long  line,  has 
hitherto  prevailed  in  naval  warfare,  on  account  chiefly  of  the  diffi- 
culties and  uncertainties  imposed  by  the  wind  in  executing  compound 
evolutions  with  sailing  ships.  These  difficulties  will  not  exist  for 
fleets  consisting  whollj  of  steam  ships.  Armies  in  the  field  move  in 
as  many  columns  as  there  may  be  practicable  roads  or  opened  routes 
leading  to  the  point  at  which  the  intended  deployment  in  order  of 
battle  is  to  take  place;  but  at  sea  a  steam  fleet  may  always  be  moved 
in  as  many  columns  as  there  are  divisions  in  its  formation,  and  each 
ship  of  a  fleet  may  be  considered  as  corresponding  to  a  battalion  in  a 
land  army.'     {Sir  H.  Douglas,  pp.  89,  90.) 

Hence  by  abandoiiing  the  old  inartificial  practice  of  fornaiing 
a  fleet  for  battle  in  one  line  of  great  extent,  ships  may  now  be 
formed  in  echelon  so  as  to  afiford  reciprocal  support  ana  defence 
by  their  lines  of  fire  —  maintaining  their  position  with  ease  and 
certainty  by  the  compass — and  occasionally  bringing  the  broad- 
side fires  of  all  the  ships  to  cross  upon  the  enemy.  But  th^ 
whole  of  this  science,  which  obviously  gives  rise  to  endless  com- 
binations, has  yet  to  be  created,  at  least  in  practice  ;  and  it  is 
no  reflection  on  any  ofiScer  in  the  Queen's  service  to  say  that 
he  cannot  haVe  learned  all  the  resources  of  the  novel  and 
powerful  weapon  now  for  the  first  time  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
naval  commander.  We  venture  to  say  on  high  nayal  authority, 
that  there  is  not  now  a  senior  officer  in  the  Navy  qualified,  both 
theoretically  and  practically,  to  conduct  the  evolutions  of  a  large 
steam  fleet  in  action.  No  time  should  be  lost  in  causing  the 
subject  to  be  studied  by  a  mixed  commission  of  nayal  and 
military  men,  and  in  giving  to  every  officer  in  the  Navy  some 
practical  knowledge  of  those  operations  he  may  at  any  moment 
be  called  on  to  perform. 

The  present  opinion  of  the  best  naval  authorities  is  that 
steam-propelled  snips  should  go  into  action  with  all  their  sails 
furled,  top-gallant  masts  struct,  and  everything  made  as  snug 
as  possible ;  for  it  is  evident  that,  from  the  moment  that  the 
rigging  of  a  ship  ceases  to  give  it  the  power  of  motion,  the  lofty 
spars,  the  complicated  ropes,  the  ponderous  blocks,  the  vast 
spread  of  canvas  become  a  huge  incumbrance.  The  first  effect 
of  the  fire  of  the  upper  deck  pivot-guns  of  the  enemy,  carrying 
enormous  hollow  shot,  would  probably  be,  even  from  a  consider- 
able distance,  to  carry  away  the  masts ;  the  masts  being  shot 
through  or  oyerboard,  the  ship  is  caught  in  its  own, web,  es- 
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pecially^  as  would  often  be  the  case,  if  the  screw  propeller  fouled 
-with  the  floating  cordage  or  wreck.  In  fact,  to  cause  the  screw 
of  one  of  these  vessels  to  foul,  would  be  to  wound  her  in  the  most 
vital  part,  and  condemn  her  to  inactivity  —  a  position  in  which 
she  might  speedily  be  sunk ;  and  a  suggestion  of  Sir  Howard 
Douglas  well  deserves  consideration,  by  which  he  would  arm 
the  screw  with  blades  to  act  like  the  cutter  of  a  turniog-lathe 
on  any  rope  or  other  object  entangling  the  screw.  Contrivances 
might  also  be  applied  for  the  purpose  of  fouling  the  screw  of  an 
enemy's  ship. 

We  have  so  recently  discussed  the  subject  of  modem  artillery 
in  these  pages  (Edin.  Keview,  April,  1859),  that  we  shall  not 
revert  to  this  part  of  the  question ;  but  it  is  scarcely  secondary 
in  importance  to  the  propelling  power  of  ships.  It  is  extremely 
doubtful  whether  a  naval  action  can  be  fought  with  the  heavy 
guns  now  used  in  the  English  and  French  fleets,  without  caus- 
ing the  absolute  destruction  of  the  vessels  engaged ;  in  other 
words,  the  offensive  power  of  these  guns,  and  still  more  of  the 
Armstrong  gun,  if  applied  to  naval  warfare,  is  such,  that 
nothing  of  wood  that  floats  can  resist  a  sustained  fire  of  such 
weapons  for  many  minutes.  Hence  the  idea  has  arisen  th^t  ves- 
sels are  required  to  be  cased  in  plate  armour — ^huge  floating  bat- 
teries, propelled  by  steam,  probably  without  rigging,  but  capable 
of  supporting  the  fire  of  a  whole  fleet,  and  of  crushing  down 
everything  before  them.  The  French  Government  preceded  us 
in  the  design  of  such  vessels,  and  it  is  understood  that  four  of 
them  have  been  laid  down  on  the  lines  of  the  ^  Napoleon.'  In 
England,  two  are  projected,  and  one  at  least  is  in  progress  of 
construction  in  a  private  yard  for  the  account  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Sach,  however,  is  the  immense  power  of  this  Titanic 
ship,  and  the  weight  of  her  scantlings,  that  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  give  her  a  size  of  6000  tons,  which  is  one  half  as 
much  again  as  the  '  Mariborough,'  131  guns;  her  length  will  be 
380  feet,  she  will  carry  32  pieces  of  ordnance  of  the  largest 
calibre  * ;  and  her  engines,  nominally  of  1250  horse-power,  will, 
it  is  said,  work  up  to  four  times  timt  amount,  and  propel  this 
armed  Leviathan  at  the  rate  of  14  knotd  an  hour. 

•  Hitherto  a  ship  of  war  has  commonly  been  rated  according  to 
the  number  of  guns  she  carries,  but  this  system  is  deceptive,  and  it 
is  probable  we  shall  soon  see  our  largest  vessels  carrying  a  much 
smaller  number  of  guns,  each  gun  being  of  far  greater  calibre.  The 
American  navy  has  already  adopted  this  principle  by  arming  vessels 
Hke  the  '  Merrimac '  with  a  small  number  of  Dahlgren  guns ;  and,  as 
stated  above,  the  new  iron  ship,  which  will  be  the  most  powerful 
vessel  in  our  navy,  will  carry  only  thirty-two  guns* 
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It  may  readily  be  conceived  that  such  vessels  may  be  of  ^eat 
utility  for  the  navigation  of  the  Channel  and  the  defence  of  our 
coasts,  inasmuch  as  they  would  easily  annihilate  everything 
they  meet.  But  as  long  as  marine  engines  require  their  present 
bulky  and  massive  supply  of  fuel,  we  have  great  difficulty  in 
believing  that  mixed  vessels  (that  is,  vessels  which  can  both  sail 
and  steam)  will  be  superseded.  Scarcely  any  ship  of  war  ba^  yet 
been  built  which,  in  addition  to  her  stores  land  armament  complete, 
can  carry  more  than  eight  days'  coal  for  constant  steaming,  few, 
indeed,  more  than  six  days'  provision.  The  ^  Napoleon '  carries 
ten  days'  coal  consumption,  steaming  twelve  knots  and  a  half  per 
hour.  Hence  a  vessel  dependent  on  coal  only  would  be  entirely 
disqualified  for  cruising  off  a  hostile  coast,  maintaining  blockades 
which  may  last  for  months,  or  even  years,  or  for  long,  rapid,  and 
unforeseen  voyages  like  Nelson's  cruise  to  the  West  Indies.  In 
fact,  such  a  vessel  loses  that  which  is  the  first  condition  of  an 
effective  ship  of  war,  namely,  the  power  of  going  at  all  times 
wherever  there  is  water  to  float  her.  It  is,  therefore,  of  extreme 
importance  to  husband  the  coal  bunkers,  which  may  be  done  as 
long  ad  our  screw^steamers  retain  all  their  sailing  qualities. 
Exhaustion  of  fuel,  on  the  eve  of  a  battle,  or  during  a  pro- 
tracted action,  is  a  contingency  which  must  at  all  events  be 
effectually  guarded  against.  Hence  the  movements  of  steam 
fleets  must  be  subject  to  strategical  combinations  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  them  to  coal,  just  as  the  movements  of  armies 
are  regulated  by  their  facilities  of  obtaining  supplies. 

On  the  other  hand,  vessels  without  masts  or  top-rigging 
would  be  relieved  from  the  enormous  weight  they  now  carry 
aloft,  and  likewise  from  the  necessity  of  stowing  the  very  large 
extra  stores,  duplicate  spars,  &c.,  which  now  necessarily  take 
up  a  vast  amount  of  space  in  every  sailing  ship.  The  space  and 
tonnage  available  for  machinery  and  coal  would,  therefore,  be 
considerably  increased.  On  these  and  other  grounds  we  are  in- 
clined to  think  that,  although  all  our  distant  cruisers  must  be 
mixed  ships,  yet  for  warfare  in  the  Channel,  or  within  100 
leagues  of  the  coasts  of  Europe,  iron  steam  batteries  without 
sails  will  supersede  ships  of  the  line.  It  is  also  probable,  that 
no  decisive  naval  action  will  ever  be  fought  except  in  the  nar- 
row seas  or  the  Mediterranean.  We  are  returning,  in  many 
respects,  to  the  naval  tactics  of  the  ancients. 

Thus,  the  introduction  of  machinery  consuming  an  enormous 
weight  and  bulk  of  this  peculiar  fuel,  gives  rise  to  a  novel  state 
of  things  both  to  foreign  countries  and  to  ourselves.  Great 
Britain  has,  for  practical  marine  purposes,  a  nionopoly  of  the 
best  coal  in  Europe;  that  of  Belgium  and  Southern  France 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1859.  State  of  the  Navy.  33 

is  not  to  be  compared  to  it;  the  northern  coasts  of  France, 
Sptdn,  Italy^  and  Russia  have  none.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said 
that  British  coal,  of  which  we  export  6,500,000  tons  per 
annum,  gives  heat,  light,  and  motion  to  a  great  part  of  the  ma- 
nufactaring  cities  of  Europe,  and  feeds  the  steam  navigation  of  a 
great  part  of  the  world.  The  effect  of  a  prohibition  of  the  ex- 
port of  coJ,  to  which,  in  the  event  of  a  great  naval  war,  the 
British  Government  would  probably  be  led  to  resort,  would, 
therefore,  have  very  extraordinary  effects  in  pressing  on  the 
resotirces  of  foreign  nations,  whenever  their  own  stocks  of  coal 
became  exhausted.  But  the  same  inconvenience  would  not  be 
unfelt  by  ourselves,  on  our  /oreign  stations.  For  example,  in 
tiie  event  of  war,  it  would  be  an  undertaking  of  considerable 
difficulty  and  expense  to  provide  depdts  for  the  coaling  of  the 
Brid^  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  if  coal  were  treated  by 
foreign  nations  as  contraband  of  war,  it  could  not  be  carried 
under  neutral  flags.  The  same  difficulty  would  present  itself 
with  regard  to  t£e  conveyance  of  coal  to  stations  in  remote 
parts  of  the  globe ;  yet  the  system  of  modern  communication 
and  the  prosecution  of  naval  warfare  depend  to  a  great  extent 
on  an  adequate  supply  of  the  indispensable  combustible. 

We  must  here  close  these  observations,  which  necessarily 
embrace  but  a  small  portion  of  this  important  subject — the  most 
important  subject,  we  venture  to  affirm,  to  which  the  energy  of 
the  country  and  the  wisdom  of  our  statesmen  can  be  directed. 
Wliat  is  comparable  to  the  safety  of  these  islands  from  attack  ? 
What  assurance  can  we  have  that  these  islands  are  safe  from 
attack,  in  presence  of  the  great  naval  forces  which  might  be 
sent  against  them,  if  the  British  navy  ceased  for  a  moment  to 
eommand  the  Channel  ?  Whatever  the  cost  of  these  defensive 
armaments  may  be,  they  are  far  less  costly  than  one  single  day 
of  invasion  or  defeat,  which  might  leave  a  dockyard  or  a  town 
at  the  mercy  of  an  enemy.  These  burdens  must  be  borne,  and 
they  will  be  borne  cheerfully :  but  if  there  is  an  Englishman 
who  grudges  the  necessary  expenditure  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  let  him  complain  not  of  those  who  take  these  measures, 
but  of  those  whose  occult  and  menacing  policy  compels  us  to 
take  them.  The  late  Government  did  not  hesitate  to  lay 
before  the  country  the  magnitude  and  the  urgency  of  the  case. 
With  all  possible  despatch  in  the  public  dockyards  it  will  be 
two  years  before  we  have  56  screw-ships  of  the  line  ready  for 
commission ;  and  the  measures  to  be  taken  to  ensure  the  future 
manning  of  the  fleet  must  be  slow  in  their  operation,  because 
they  are  to  affect  the  habits  of  a  large  class  of  the  seafaring 
population.    The  subject  of  marine  armaments  and  the  effects  of 
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the  new  ordnance  on  ships,  whether  of  wood  or  cased  in  iron, 
require  constant  experimental  trials,  and  it  is  probable  that  this 
new  element  in  the  question  will  alter  the  principal  con* 
ditions  of  marine  architecture.  The  Board  of  Admiralty  itself 
requires  simplificatioD,  and  we  should  gladly  see  its  cumbrous 
forms  of  proceeding  and  its  divided  responsibility  swept  away, 
in  order  to  place  the  whole  establishment  of  the  naval  service 
in  all  its  branches  in  the  hand  of  one  Minister,  assisted  by  cooi- 
petent  and  permanent  heads  of  departments,  but  charged  with 
the  entire  responsibility  of  the  administration.  The  measures 
which  require  to  be  taken,  such  as  the  scheme  for  manning  the 
fleet,  the  revision  of  the  Navy  List,  called  by  courtesy  ^  the  active 
^  list,'  the  reform  of  the  dockyards,  and  the  correction  of  a 
multitude  of  minor  abuses  which  are  fatally  injurious  to  the 
naval  service,  require  the  power  and  resolution  of  a  dictator. 
The  country  has  a  right  to  ask  how  it  comes  to  pass  that^  while 
the  expense  of  the  Navy  has  largely  augmented,  the  efficiency  of 
the  Navy  has  not  increased  in  the  same  proportion  ?  The  efforts 
which  have  been  made  within  the  last  few  months  will,  we 
hope,  succeed  in  restoring  that  pre-eminence  we  ought  never  to 
have  lost ;  and  we  trust  that  before  she  needs  it,  if  she  is  to 
need  it  to  repel  agression,  Britain  will  again  have  a  fleet 
worthy  of  herself  in  ships,  in  armament,  in  seamen,  and  in 
commanders. 

In  a  Cabinet  singularly  devoid  of  administrative  ability.  Sir 
John  Pakington  formed  an  honourable  exception  by  the  zeal  and 
intelligence  which  he  devoted  to  the  Admindty :  and  upon  the 
whole  we  apjJaud  the  measures  taken  upon  his  responsibility. 
But  the  task  of  estimating  the  financial  consequences  of  these 
measures,  and  providing  the  means  to  defray  them,  now  devolves 
on  the  successors  of  the  late  Administration  and  on  Parliament ; 
and  the  magnitude  of  the  sacrifices  thus  required  of  the  country 
readers  the  state  and  expenditure  of  the  Navy  a  subject  of  the 
very  deepest  importance  to  the  foreign  and  internal  relations  oi 
the  country. 
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Abt.  IL  —  1.  UAcropole  {TAthhies.  Par  E.  Beul:^,  Ancien 
Membre  de  Ytcole  d'AthSnes.     2  vols.     Paris :  1853. 

2.  Etudes  sur  le  Peloponnhe.     Par  K  BeuliS.     Paris:  1855. 

3.  Aihenes  aux  XV%  XVI%  et  XVIP  Siecles.  Par  le  Comte 
deLaborde,     2  vols.     Paris:  1854. 

4.  La  Minerve  de  Phidias  restituee  par  M.  Simart  d*apris  les 
textes  et  les  monuments  Jiffures.  Par  Alphonse  de  CaXiONNB. 
Paris:  1855- 

'T'he  authentic  history  of  the  Athenian  Acropolis  reaches  back 
from  the  present  time  to  a  period  of  scarcely  less  than  two 
thonsand  four  hundred  years.  No  other  fortress  has  embraced  so 
much  beauty  and  splendour  within  its  walls ;  none  has  witnessed 
a  a^es  of  more  startling  and  momentous  changes  in  the  fortunes 
of  its  possessors.  Wave  after  wave  of  war  and  conquest  has  beaten 
against  it.  The  city  which  lies  at  its  feet  has  fallen  beneath  the 
assaults  of  the  Persian,  the  Spartan,  the  Macedonian,  and  the 
Boman.  It  has  opened  its  gates  to  the  barbarous  hordes  of  Alaric, 
and  the  not  less  savage  robbers  of  Catalonia.  It  has  passed  from 
'  the  representatives  of  the  Crusaders  into  the  hands  of  the  Ottoman 
Sultans;  and  the  shrine  of  Athena  has  seen  the  offerings  of 
heathenism  give  place  to  the  holier  ritual  of  Greek  and  Latin 
Christianity,  and  these  in  their  turn  succeeded  by  the  cold  and 
lifeless  ceremonial  of  Islam.  Through  all  these  and  other  vicis- 
situdes it  has  passed,  changing  only  in  the  character  of  its  occu- 
pants, unchanged  in  its  loveuness  and  splendour.  With  a  few 
blemi^es  and  losses,  whether  from  the  decaying  taste  of  later 
times  or  the  occasional  robberies  of  a  foreign  conqueror,  unaf- 
fected in  its  general  aspect,  it  presented  to  the  eyes  of  the 
victorious  Ottoman  the  same  front  of  unparalleled  beauty  which 
it  had  displayed  in  the  days  of  Pericles.  The  professors  of  new 
creeds  had  worshipped  within  its  beautiful  temj^es;  but,  beneath 
the  deep  blue  of  the  Athenian  sky  and  the  dazzling  splendour 
of  the  Athenian  sun,  the  shrine  of  the  grey-eyed  Goddess  and 
the  hall  of  Erechtheus  had  lost  but  little  of  their  earlier  glory, 
long  afiter  the  one  had  become  a  mosque  and  the  other  a  harem. 
To  him  who  looks  upon  it  now,  the  scene  is  changed  indeed ; 
changed  not  only  in  the  loss  of  its  treasures  of  decorative  art 
(for  oi  many  of  these  it  had  been  robbed  before),  but  with  its 
loveliest  fabrics  shattered,  many  reduced  to  hopeless  ruin,  and 
not  a  fow  utterly  obliterated.    Less  thim  two  centuries  have 
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sufficed  to  bring  about  all  this  dilapidation:  less  than  three 
months  sufficed  to  accomplish  it.  If  the  Venetian  by  his  abortive 
conquest  inflicted  not  more  injury  on  the  fair  heritage  of  Athe- 
nian art  than  it  had  undergone  from  all  preceding  spoliations, 
he  left  it^  not  merely  from  the  havoc  of  war  but  by  wanton 
subsequent  mutilation,  in  that  state  which  rendered  the  recovery 
of  its  ancient  grace  and  majesty  impossible. 

Yet  the  Acropolis  still  rises  above  a  city  whose  inhabitants 
cling  with  the  pride  of  ancient  lineage  to  the  memories  of  Conon 
and  MnesicleSy  of.  Pericles  and  Phidias.  In  the  darkest  days 
of  barbaric  inroads,  abandoned  by  the  feeble  Cassars  of  Byzan- 
tium, cut  off  from  the  knowledge  and  lost  to  the  sympathy  of 
Western  Christendom,  the  people  of  Athens  have  still  cherished 
the  Hellenic  name,  still  exhibited  some  characteristics  of  those 
whom  they  termed  their  forefathers.  But  history  has  threatened 
to  deal  harshly  with  this  proud  inheritance ;  and  while  some 
rest  their  Philhellenic  aspirations  on  the  identity  of  the  modem 
Greeks  with  those  who  fought  at  Salamis  or  fell  at  Syracuse, 
there  are  not  wanting  those  who  look  back  to  the  inundations 
of  the  Sclavonic  hordes  as  to  the  grave  of  the  pure  Hellenic 
race.  Athens,  indeed,  and  its  people  during  the  Sclavonic  ages 
arc  to  us  almost  as  obscure  and  unknown  as  Athens  before  the 
dawn  of  conteniporary  history.  But  the  scanty  notices  which 
remain  prove  sufficiently  that  the  influx  of  Goths  and  Sclaves, 
of  Bulgarians  and  Wallachians,  must  have  diminished  the  num- 
bers and  changed  the  character  of  the  old  population,  even  .if 
we  do  not  adopt  the  extreme  conclusion  that  the  Hellenic 
element  was  annihilated. 

There  are  the  old  places,  and  not  a  few  of  the  old  familiar 
names.  There  is  the  magic  still  of  sun  and  sky ;  and  the  scanty 
stream  of  Kephissus  still  leads  us  in  thought  to  the  ivy  groves 
where  the  nightingale  sang  in  the  dells  of  old  Kolonos.  But  if 
it  have  this  power  in  our  colder  and  harsher  regions,  the  spell 
must  be  stronger  still  in  the  enchanted  land  itself;  and  the 
error  may  be  pardoned  which  leads  the  Athenian  of  our  own 
day  to  claim  kindred  with  those  who  achieved  its  greatness  and 
created  its  glories. 

It  is,  however,  a  grave  question  of  fact  which  sentiment  will 
help  us  but  little  to  answer,  and  of  which  it  is  probably  hopeless 
to  expect  a  full  solution.  Athens  in  the  Sclavonic  age  is  to  us 
almost  as  obscure  as  Athens  before  the  dawn  of  contemporary 
history ;  and  if  an  examination  of  the  scanty  notices  which  re- 
main fail  of  convincing  us  that  the  modem  Greeks  are  merely 
Byzantiniged  Sclavonians,  it  will  still  less  lead  us  to  consider 
them  the  kinsmen  of  Pericles  and  Phormion.    The  fifth  century 
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of  the  Christian  era  finds  Athens  sunk  in  a  darkness  scarcely 
less  deep  than  that  from  which  it  emerged  five  centuries  before 
it ;  bat  the  many  causes  then  at  work  throughout  Greece  to 
diminisli  the  old  population^  and  in  some  parts  to  annihilate  it, 
together  with  the  new  elements  constantly  poured  in  by  Goths 
and  Sclaves,  Bulgarians  and  Wallachians,  are  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  set  aside  the  claim  of  the  modern  Athenians  to  any- 
thing like  purity  of  blood. 

The  causes  which  contributed  to  this  change  of  population 
account  also  in  great  measure  for  the  astonishing  ignorance  of 
modem  Greek  history  which  prevailed  throughout  Europe  till 
towards  the  close  of  the  17th  century.  With  its  population 
steadily  decreasing  from  fiscal  oppression  and  consequent  social 
demoralisation,  Greece  presented  to  the  migratory  hordes  of  the 
7th  and  8th  centuries  a  tempting  field  which  the  Eastern  Em- 
perors scarcely  cared  to  defend.  Thus  isolated  from  the  interests 
of  the  Empire,  it  became  practically  an  unknown  land  until  the 
Crusades  brought  the  warriors  of  the  West  to  usurp  the  throne  of 
the  Caesars.  With  the  establishment  of  the  Latin  empire  of  Con- 
stantinople, Greece  became  a  prize  for  some  of  the  most  powerful 
crusading  chieftains,  and  under  their  rule  the  courts  of  Thessa- 
lonica,  Athens,  and  the  Peloponnesus,  attained  to  no  small  reputa- 
tion even  throughout  Western  Europe.  But  their  magnificence 
was  entirely  modern.  It  centred  wholly  round  their  own  persons 
and  interests ;  and  although  the  condition  of  the  people  was  in 
no  respect  worse,  in  some  respects  palpably  better,  still  they  did 
but  minister  to  the  glory  of  the  houses  of  Neri  or  Acciajuoli,  of 
De  la  Boche  or  Brienne.  The  beautiful  structures  of  Athens  and 
its  Acropolis  were  prized,  not  as  heirlooms  of  departed  greatness, 
but  as  the  ornaments  of  a  feudal  court  and  the  rewards  of  suc- 
cessful valour.  Yet  the  darkness  was  to  be  thicker  and  deeper 
still ;  and  with  its  submission  to  the  Ottoman  Turks  the  city  of 
Athena  passed  under  a  veil  which  was  lifted  up  only  to  reveal 
the  havoc  wrought  by  the  friendly  arms  of  Morosini.  The 
depth  of  this  general  ignorance  it  is  almost  impossible  to  exag- 
gerate or  even  to  realise ;  but  its  causes  were  sufficiently  com- 
plex. M.  de  Laborde  expresses  surprise  that  the  so-called 
Renaissance  of  the  15th  century  did  not  at  once  direct  public 
attention  to  Greece.  But  that  revival,  so  far  as  concerned 
art,  was  simply  the  abandonment  of  the  real  strength  and 
glory  of  every  form  of  national  architecture,  and  the  substi- 
tution of  an  adventitious  and  utterly  unmeaning  decora- 
tion. It  would  have  been  therefore  a  more  legitimate  cause 
for  wonder^  had  so  false  and  hollow  a  movement  led  to  a  genuine 
study  of  the  spirit  and  laws  of  Greek  art,  of  which  it  borrowed. 
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and  borrowed  only  to  mar  and  corrupt,  its  external  forms.  Be- 
yond this  lay  other  and  more  constraining  canses.  For  many  a 
weary  century  Greece  had  been  a  theatre  of  almost  uninter- 
rupted convulsion.  Real  lovers  of  Greek  art  there  were  none. 
Commercial  enterprise  and  religious  devotion  chose  naturally 
the  shortest  and  the  safest  route ;  and  the  sleepless  jealousy  of 
the  Turks  prompted  them  to  close  up  to  the  utmost  all  access 
to  their  conquered  territories.  Thus,  from  a  Christian,  Athens 
became  a  Moslem,  city,  unnotioed  by  any  state  of  Western 
Europe  with  the  single  exception  of  Venice, 

*  She  alone,'  to  adopt  the  words  of  M.  de  Laborde,  *  from  a  merely 
material  point  of  view  could  feel  the  force  of  the  blow  struck  at  the 
interests  of  Europe  and  her  own  commerce  by  the  submission  of 
almost  the  whole  of  Greece.  But  Venice,  without  the  aid  of  religious 
fanaticism,  was  then  powerless ;  and  the  Christians  concerned  tbem- 
selves  only  with  the  Holy  Places.  While  the  route  to  Jerusalem  lay 
open,  and  in  some  measure  protected,  that  which  lay  beyond  or  besidie 
it  struck  them  but  little  amidst  the  general  desolation  of  Eastern 
Christendom,'    {Athenes^  Sfc.^  voL  i.  p.  8.) 

Thus,  for  more  than  two  centuries,  was  Athens  almost  wholly 
withdrawn  from  the  observation  of  the  civilised  world.  The 
archeBologist  and  the  architect  feared,  the  religious  pilgrim  cared 
not,  to  approach  it ;  and  the  few  who  ventured  to  brave  the 
jealousy  or  wrath  of  the  Turits  have  left  us  spedmens  of  igno- 
rance and  misconception  which  we  might  be  pardoned  for 
putting  aside  with  impatience,  but  which  M.  de  Laborde  has  set 
nimself  to  examine  with  comniendable  perseverance.  He  is  in 
truth  the  first  writer,  gifted  with  a  fine  appreciation  of  Greek 
art,  who  has  applied  his  erudition  and  his  taste  to  elucidate  the 
most  obscure  and  ungrateful  period  of  the  history  of  Athens, 
and  he  is  fully  entitled  to  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  all 
whom  his  labours  may,  as  he  hopes,  relieve  from  *  painful  re- 
^  searches  and  great  loss  of  time.'  The  *  dark  ages '  may  almost 
be  said  to  have  lasted  down  to  the  commencement  of  the  present 
century,  as  far  as  the  critical  exploration  of  the  monuments  of 
Greece  is  concerned.  A  hundred  years  ago  Athens  was  not 
much  better  known  than  Nineveh. 

The  few  travellers  who  in  earlier  times  professed  some  ac- 
quaintance with  Athenian  archssology,  did  but  share  in  that  ludi- 
crous inaptitude  for  all  such  criticism,  which,  in  the  fifteenth  and 
sixteenth  centuries,  was  almost  universal.  Whai  by  the  same 
corruption  which  formed  the  word  ^  Stamboul,'  Athens  was  known 
in  mariner's  charts  as  ^  Settines ; '  when  an  anonymous  Greek 
writer  could  limit  all  its  buildings  to  theatres  and  schools ;  when, 
even  to  the  most  important  of  them,  names  were  assigned  arbi- 
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trarily  and  at  random ;  when  the  Propykoa  became  the  palace  of 
tiie  dokes  of  Athens,  and  the  temple  of  vlfcrj  aimpos  the  School 
of  the  Musicians ;  when  Francesco  Giamberti  (San  Gallo)  could 
pordhaae  from  an  itinerant  Greek,  and  embody  in  his  own  Italian 
researdies,  pretended  copies  of  anci^it  buildings,  every  one 
an  impudent  forgery,  we  can  but  repay  with  a  smile  the 
cautious  prudence  of  the  artist,  who,  not  caring  to  proseoute 
his  studies  on  the  spot  at  the  risk  of  imprisonment  or  torture, 

*  pleasantly '  transformed  Athens  into  a  Gt)thic  town  of  Flanders, 
^is  design  is  so  far  honest  that,  even  in  the  disposition  of  its 
buildings  there  is  not  the  slightest  approximaticm  to  Athenian 
topography.  Another,  by  Michael  Wohlgemuth,  in  the  same 
fifteenth  century,  has  in  one  corner  a  castle  on  a  hill  to  repre- 
sent the  AcrqK>lis,  and  a  cathedral,  much  like  that  of  Mayence, 
to  serve  for  any  chance  building  at  its  base. 

The  reports  of  travelers,  or  professed  travellers,  of  the  six- 
teenth century  deserve  more  serious  strictures.  We  may  pai> 
don  the  man  who  paints  plans  of  Athens  in  a  studio  of  Ghent 
or  Mayence,  but  the  same  indulgence  cannot  be  extended  to 
those  who  speak  of  it  as  a  place  almost  uninhabited,  and  a  mere 
scene  of  desolation*  Such  was  the  account  of  Andr^  Thevet^  in 
1550  (Laborde,  L  40.),  who  maintains  that  he  saw  at  Athens 
nothing  worth  describing  but  a  statue  shown  to  him  by  a  ren^ade 
Christian  as  having  been  recently  dug  up.  This  statue,  after 
a  minute  description,  he  states  was  inscribed  'A^iXX^  ^\r6rr^. 
fie  a^nits  that  there  are  some  columns  and  obelisks,  but  ^  all  in 
^  ruins,  and  also  some  vestiges  of  several  colleges,  (where,  ao- 
^  C(M:ding  to  the  common  opinion  of  the  inhabitants,  Plato  read,) 
^  shaped  like  the  Colosseum  at  Kome.'  Another,  in  1564,  teUs  us 
that  of  Athens  there  was  nothing  left  but  a  small  castle  and  a 
hamlet  unprotected  even  against  the  attack  of  wild  beasts,  ^  en 

*  quoi,'  he  piously  adds,  ^  on  pent  bien  voir  le  jugement  de 
'  Dieu,  d'avoir  mis  ceste  desolation  en  lieu  tant  illustre  pour  le 
^  m^pris  de  sa  parolle.     Car  si  onques  ville  fut  bien  assise  et 

*  bien  policiee,  cest  cy  Testoit,  et  n6anmoins  on  n'y  voit  que 
^  niyne  et  apparence  de  lieu  d^ert.' 

Shortly  after  the  battle  of  Lepanto,  Martin  Kraus  (or  Ejtu* 
sius)  of  Tubingen  addressed  to  Symeon  Kabasilas  at  Constan- 
tinople the  followiiig  question.  *  Our  German  historians  tell  us 
'  that  Athens  is  completely  destroyed,  and  that  in  its  place  stand 
'  some  fi^ermen's  huts.  Is  this  true  ? '  The  answer  of  Kabasilas, 
wtule  it  refutes  this  faUe,  betrays  also  his  general  ignorance* 
With  his  oontenporary  Theodore  Zygomalas  the  Parthenon  was 
a  Pantheon,  with  Kabasilas  it  becomes  a  temjJe  of  ^  the  un- 
'  known  God.'     The  same  dedication  is  given  in  1621  by  Louis 
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des  Hayes,  the  ambassador  of  Louis  XIIL,  or,  as  M.  de  Laborde 
thinks,  by  his  secretary,  who  describes  it  as  of  oval  form  both 
internally  and  externally.  Shortly  before  this,  in  1613,  the 
work  of  artistic  spoliation  was  inaugurated  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Earl  of  Arundel,  and  the  English  public  began  to  acquire 
an  acquaintance  with  at  least  some  fragments  of  Hellenic  art. 
But  the  merit  of  introducing  anything  like  a  real  study  of 
Athenian  topography  belongs  unquestionably  to  the  Capuchin 
Fathers,  who  succeeded  the  Jesuits  in  Athens  in  1658.  These 
missionaries,  amongst  other  things,  purchased  and  preserved  the 
choragic  monument  of  Lysicrates,  and  drew  up  a  plan  of  Athens 
and  its  vicinity  far  exceeding  in  value  any  which  had  been 
hitherto  designed. 

But  new  troubles  ensued.  Rhodes  and  Cyprus  had  sub- 
mitted to  the  Turks ;  and  in  1669  followed  the  surrender  of  Crete 
by  Morosini.  The  most  rigorous  measures  were  enforced  by 
Mahometan  hatred  andjealousy  against  all  Christians  throughout 
the  Archipelago :  and  so  closed  a  period  of  nearly  five  and 
twenty  years,  during  which  scarcely  any  traveller  had  ventured 
to  approach  Athens.  The  spell  was  broken  by  the  Marquis  de 
Nointel,  the  magnificent  but  eccentric  ambassador  of  Louis  XIV. 
to  the  Ottoman  Porte.  Of  his  not  injudiciously  pompous 
embassy,  of  the  self-conceit  which  made  that  splendour  a  source 
of  constant  delight,  of  his  extended  travels,  of  his  lavish  expen- 
diture in  collecting  things  valuable  or  curious,  of  his  consequent 
pecuniary  difficulties,  of  the  neglect  and  ingratitude  of  the  King 
which  darkened  his  declining  days,  the  pages  of  M.  de  Laborde 
contain  a  lengthy  but  interesting  account.  We  must,  however, 
confine  ourselves  to  his  visit  to  Athens,  into  which,  in  presence 
of  the  Turkish  officers,  and  amidst  the  waving  of  banners  and 
blowing  of  trumpets,  he  made  his  imposing  entry  in  the  year  1674. 
In  an  official  position,  which  presented  him  some  facilities  and 
secured  him  from  all  molestation,  M.  de  Nointel  made  an  excel- 
lent use  of  his  opportunities ;  atid  the  few  weeks  of  his  sojourn 
may  be  considered  as  a  new  era  for  Athenian  archsBology.  To 
ensure  accurate  drawings,  he  had  brought  with  him,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  celebrated  Le  Brun,  his  pupil  Jacques 
Carrey  of  Troyes.  On  the  14th  of  November  permission  was 
obtained  for  making  drawings :  on  the  17th  of  December  M.  de 
Nointel  and  his  train  were  in  preparation  for  immediate  depar- 
ture. During  that  time,  imder  the  risk  of  having  that  permis- 
sion withdrawn  at  any  moment,  without  scaffi^lding  or  the  help 
of  any  contrivance  to  enable  him  to  work  in  an  unconstrained 
attitude,  obliged  to  stand  close  to  the  building  whose  precincts 
were  by  no  means  open  then  as  now,  he  made  designs  of  the 
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two  pediments  of  the  Parthenon,  of  ninety-two  metopes  and 
of  more  than  300  feet  of  the  frieze.  *  II  faillit  s'y  crever  les 
^  yeax/  says  Spon,  who  visited  Athens  the  year  after.  Yet 
he  has  produced  drawings  which,  depreciated  by  Colonel  Leake 
as  rude  and  inaccurate,  fully  deserve  in  our  judgment  the  praise 
bestowed  on  them  by  M.  de  Laborde.  To  the  keen  eye  of  the 
archsaologist  they  may  not  be  faultless :  but  M.  de  Laborde  justly 
asks  that  they  may  be  contrasted  with  the  drawings  of  the 
Parthenon  furnished  by  Spon,  by  Wheler,  by  Cornelio  Magni 
and  d'Otti^res.  So  compared,  they  are  as  gold  amongst  the 
dross,  while  the  remarkable  vigour  and  ease  of  the  outline  go 
far  towards  guaranteeing  their  general  truthfulness  and  accu- 
racy. M.  de  Laborde  may  well  pronounce  them  worthy  of  admi- 
ration, apart  from  the  diflBculties  under  which  they  were  executed, 
and  the  service  which  he  has  rendered  by  them,  *  a  service  great 

*  indeed  when  we  remember  that  many  of  these  bas-reliefs  and 
'  statues  have  been  either  altogether  lost,  or  so  broken  into 

*  fragments  that  without  the  help  of  his  designs  the  task  of 

*  repiecing  them  would  be  hopeless.'  The  intention  of  de 
Jfointel,  that  these  sketches  should  be  accompanied  by  a  memoir 
on  the  Parthenon,  was  unfortunately  prevented  by  his  pecuniary 
embarrassments  and  his  sudden  recsdl. 

The  account  drawn  up  in  1672  for  the  Abb6  Pecoil  by  the 
Jesuit  J.  P.  Babin,  sufficiently  attests  the  worthlessness  of  the 
written  reports  of  those  days.  Amidst  the  many  passages  which 
even  M.  de  Laborde  confesses  himself  unable  to  comprehend, 
coupled  with  edifying  narratives  of  courageous  martyrdoms  and 
prodigious  births,  it  is  difficult  to  know  what  value  to  assign  to 
one  or  two  expressions  which  would  otherwise  be  of  great  mo- 
ment. The  question  whether  the  Parthenon  was  hypsethral  might 
approach  its  solution,  could  we  trust  his  assertion  that  *  he  saw 

*  therein  three  ranges  of  vaults  supported  on  very  high  marble 

*  columns,  i.  e.,  the  nave  with  its  two  aisles.'  This  account  of 
Babin  was  published  by  Spon  before  he  visited  Greece,  with  a 
view  of  Athens,  which  betrays  the  weak  sense  still  prevalent  on 
the  subject  of  topographical  veracity,  but  which  M.  de  Laborde 
estimates  at  more  than  its  right  value.  The  Propylcea  are  in 
it  two  miserable  castle  turrets,  the  Parthenon  a  contemptible 
Basilica. 

The  name  of  Spon  is  associated  with  more  than  one  contro- 
versy which  has  been  allowed  unjustly  to  detract  from  his  fair 
fame.  While  he  was  occupied  with  the  narrative  of  Babin,  the 
Capuchin  Fathers  were  forwarding  similar  documents  with 
plans  to  Paris,  all  which  came  into  the  hands  of  M.  Guillet  de 
St.  Geoi^e.     The  history  of  this  man  and  his  work  scarcely 
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deserves  the  space  which  M.  de  Laborde  has  devoted  to  it.  It 
may  suffice  to  say  that,  having  examined  these  accounts,  he 
must  needs  publish  them  in  the  form  of  a  romance.  A  brother 
serving  with  the  army  is  taken  prisoner  in  Hungary  and  con- 
veyed to  Athens,  and  the  narrative  is  the  fruit  of  his  c^tivity. 
His  critical  acumen  and  sense  of  veracity  wre  on  a  par  with  this 
brilliant  introduction.  With  the  written  statement  of  the 
Capuchins  he  mingled  others  gathered  from  hearsay,  and  the 
romancer  of  la  Gruilleti^re  averred  that  his  own  eyes  had  seen 
on  the  pediment  of  the  Parthenon  the  inscription  r^  arfvwrTff 
6$^  Spon,  while  he  contradicted  this,  impugned  the  veracity 
of  tiie  whole  work ;  and  M.  Gruillet  in  reply  procured  or  forged 
letters  from  two  Capuchins,  affirming  that  they  had  constantly 
read  this  inscription  on  the  spot,  although  a  part  of  it  was  cer- 
tainly somewhat  defaced. 

Throughout  his  short  career  (he  died  in  the  greatest  distress 
at  Geneva  at  the  age  of  thirty^ight)  Spon  showed  himself  the 
very  reverse  of  M.  Guillet  de  St.  George.  After  careful  study 
at  home,  he  determined  to  test  his  knowledge  by  a  journey  to 
Athens.  If  he  falls  sometimes  into  palpable  mistakes,  and 
adopts  conclusions  on  very  insufficient  premises,  his  woric  is  still 
that  of  a  man  who  records  what  he  saw  without  fiction  or 
exaggeration.  Misled,  like  all  before  him,  by  the  changes  made 
on  the  introduction  of  the  Christian  ritual,  Spon  tekes  the 
Opisthodomos  to  be  the  original  entrance  to  the  Parthenon ;  but, 
as  a  remark  of  his  own,  he  assigns  its  sculptures  to  the  age  of 
Hadrian,  from  a  resemblance  of  one  of  the  figures  to  his  por- 
traits, and  because  the  whiteness  of  the  marble  was  not  in  keep- 
ing with  the  tints  of  the  architectund  port^ns.  Such  mistakes 
are,  however,  redeemed  by  genuine  confessions  of  uncertainty 
or  ignorance  and  a  spirit  of  scientific  research  which  make  hia 
early  death  a  cause  for  deep  regret.  The  compaidon  of  his 
travels.  Sir  George  Wheler,  has  obtained  (in  M.  de  Laborde's 
judgment,  very  undeservedly)  a  happier  reputation.  Spon's 
work  is  undoubtedly  reproduced,  or  rather  trandated  in  that  of 
Wheler ;  but  the  addition  of  some  original  matter  has  led  M. 
Beql£  and  others  to  quote  in  preference  from  the  latter,  and  to 
attribute  to  him^  greater  critical  skill  and  power. of  thought. 
Wheler's  remarks  are,  however,  confined  to  popular  manners 
and  botanical  notes ;  and  his  schdar^p  M.  de  Laborde  tries  by 
the  fact  that  but  for  the  help  of  Spon's  third  volume  he  could 
not  have  decently  given  two  inscriptions ;  in  fact,  *  the  moment 
^  that  Spon  fails  him,  his  inscriptions  ful  him  also.' 

With  these  names  (the  visit  of  some  military  engineers  ex- 
cepted) doses  the  series  of  travell^s  who  virited  Athens  before 
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itB  raege  by  Moroemi ;  and  for  none  perhaps,  with  the  exception 
of  Carrey  ba  a  drafUmftn,  and  Spon  as  an  archasologist,  is  there 
amy  reason  to  regret  that  their  facilities  for  observation  were 
not  greater.  Whatever  be  the  valae  of  his  letter-press,  the 
[dans  of  Spon  are  miserable,  those  of  Wheler  worse,  and  most 
of  their  precursors  appear  destitute  of  the  very  faculty  of 
flONdueological  critidsm. 

The  time  was  now  at  band  when  the  magnificence  of  the 
Acropolis  was  to  suffer  its  first  irreparable  catastrophe.    Hitherto 
the  alterations  for  military  and  other  purposes  had  not  marred 
the  general  effect  of  the  buildings,  although  the  injuries  inflicted 
at  various  times  had  been  neither  few  nor  slight     With  the 
walls  of  the  city,  those  also  of  the  Acropolis  had  been  more  or 
leas  injured  by  Lysander  and  Sylla.     The  Csesars  of  Rome  and 
Byzantium  had  raised  their  defensive  works  against  Gotiiic  and 
Sclavonic  invaders.     By  the  dukes  of  Athens,  tbe  Propylaea 
ittd  been  converted  into  a  palace,  and  a  high  tower  rose  on  the 
ruiBS  of  the  southern  portico.     The  work  of  Mnesicles  was  des- 
tined to  be  yet  more  roughly  dealt  with  by  the  Turks.    A  huge 
bastion  was  raised  in  front  of  the  PropylsBa,  which,  from  a 
palace,  were  now  turned  into  a  powder  magazine.     In  1656, 
diis  was  struck  by  lightning,  and  the  Turkish  aga  and  all  his 
fiunily  destroyed ;  but  the  splendid  construction  of  the  build- 
ing left  it  in  great  part  uninjured.     Finally,  the  year  before 
tbe  attack  of  the   Venetians,   the  beautiful  temple   of  vbcq 
SnrrBpos  was  demolished  to  make  room   for  a  battery  of  six 
guns.      Some  injuries  also  the  Acropolis   had  sustained  both 
from  friends  and  foes,  inflicted  directly  on  its  works  of  art. 
The  sacrilegious  hands  of  Macedonian  and  Roman  robbers  had 
plundered  it  of  its  treasures :    the  Hippodrome  of  Constanti- 
nople could  boast  of  some  of  the  works  of  Pheidias.    The  ridng 
sun  greeted  no  more  the  image  of  Athena,  for  the  requirements 
of  l£e  Christian  ritual  had  reversed  the  internal  arrangements 
of  die  Parthenon,  and  six  statues  of  the  Eastern  pediment  had 
been  knocked  down  to  make  room  for  a  window.     The  victori- 
ous Turk,  scarcely  perhaps  consistent  with  his  creed,  was  more 
merdfiil  than  the  Christian.     That  glorious  temple  was  not 
witiidrawn  from  the  Christian  worship  until  the  infatuation  of 
the  deposed  Acciajuoli  drew  down  the  wrath  of  Mahomet  II. 
A  veQ  of  whitewash  was  then  thrown  over  the  seductive  pic- 
tures of  the  Christians,  while  the  muezzin's  minaret  rose  up  at 
the  south-west  angle  of  the  building.     No  attempt,  however, 
was  made  to  deface  the  sculptures,  and  even  the  high  altar 
remained  in  its  place  in  the  days  of  Carrey  and  de  Nointel. 
The  second  volume  of  M.  de  Laborde's  work  is  mainly  occupied 
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with  a  very  aDimated  and  interesting  narrative  of  the  campaign 
of  Morosini.  But  the  fortunes  of  *  the  Peloponnesian'  concern 
us  here  only  in  so  far  as  they  affected  those  of  the  Athenian 
Acropolis,  To  this  rock-shrine  of  Athens  his  exploits  in  war 
and  his  depredations  in  peace  were  more  fatal  than  any  injuries 
from  Goths  or  Sclavonians,  from  the  early  converts  to  Chris- 
tianity or  the  wild  Latin  crusaders.  The  victory  of  Sobieski, 
which  turned  the  culminating  fortunes  of  the  Ottoman,  inspired 
Venice,  in  1684,  with  an  unwonted  bravery,  and  the  insults  of 
the  Turk  were  repaid  and  anticipated  by  a  voluntary  declaration 
of  war.  While  her  trembling  representative  was  summoning 
courage  to  make  the  announcement  at  Constantinople,  the 
proud  republic  was  gathering  a  motley  army  of  mercena- 
ries, amongst  whom  the  Italian  element  was  very  sparsely 
mingled.  A  magnificent  fleet  under  Morosini  transported  the 
troops  commanded  by  Otto  of  Konigsmark,  and  the  victory  of 
Patras,  in  1687,  laid  the  Peloponnesus  in  the  power  of  Venice. 
At  Corinth,  a  council  of  war  was  held  to  determine  the  course 
for  the  campaign  of  the  ensuing  year,  and  justice  to  Morosini 
requires  the  statement  that  he  was  earnest  in  deprecating  the 
attack  on  Athens,  and  eloquent  in  pointing  out  the  difficulties 
in  which  its  success  would  involve  them.  His  warnings  were 
overborne ;  his  design  to  winter  at  Tripolitza  abandoned.  An 
immediate  departure  for  Athens  was  determined  on,  and  towards 
the  close  of  September  the  Venetian  fleet  rode  at  anchor  within 
the  harbour  of  Piraeus. 

The  land  forces  marched  by  the  Long  Walls  to  invest  the 
Acropolis,  whither  the  Turkish  garrison  had  retired.  A  battery 
from  the  Musseum  opened  its  fire  on  the  Propylasa,  a  second 
from  the  Pnyx  on  the  batteries  rjused  midway  by  the  Turks, 
and  four  mortars,  each  of  500  lbs.,  hurled  their  fatal  burdens  on 
the  doomed  Acropolis.  Other  batteries  were  raised,  as  these 
were  found  defective,  and  an  attempt  at  undermining  was  car- 
ried on  for  some  time  in  vain.  A  well-directed  shell  accom- 
plished more  than  all  their  laborious  efforts.  The  Turkish  gar- 
rison had  habitually  used  the  most  splendid  buildings  for  their 
powder  stores,  and  in  an  evil  hour  for  the  annals  of  art  a 
deserter  announced  that  the  cella  of  the  Parthenon  was  full  of 
gunpowder.  The  skill  of  a  Luneburg  engineer  soon  hurled  a 
shell  into  the  midst  of  it,  and  the  work  of  Ictinus  and  Callicrates 
was  shattered  by  the  explosion. 

*'  The  walls  of  the  sanctuary,  including  that  which  separated  it 
from  the  OpiBthodomos,  were  overthrown,  and  with  them  three- 
fourths  of  the  frieze  of  Phidias,  together  with  all  the  columns  of 
the  Pronaos  except  one,  and  eight  columns  of  the  Peristyle  on  the 
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north  and   six  on  the  south.     But  when   we   speak  of  a  wall   of 
350  feet  in  length  and  more  than  40  in  height,  formed  of  marhle 
blocks  3  feet  in  thickness  and  6  in  length,  of  21  columns  more  than 
30  feet  high,  we  give  but  a  faint  idea  of  this  terrific  catastrophe. 
We  must  also  figure  to  ourselves  the  wonderful  and  enormous  archi- 
trsTe  which  surmounted  these  columns,  those  marble  blocks  sculp- 
tured in  compartments,  those  slabs  which  covered,  the  one  the  peri- 
style, the  other  the  interior  of  the  temple,   and  which,  as  bj  a 
thunderstroke,  were  hurled  upon  the  ground  and  lay  there  a  mass  of 
rains.     The  explosion  was  so  violent  that  it  hurled  the  debris  from 
the  temple  into  the  camp  of  the  besiegers,  i.  e.  as  far  as  the  foot  of 
the  fortress  where  the  miners  were  assailing  the  Acropolis.     As  the 
Parthenon  fell  enveloped  in  fiames,  there  rose  from  the  camp  of  the 
besiegers  a  cry  of  joy  and  victory,  a  savage  hurrah,  in  which  the 
Venetian  historians  heard  the  words  "  Viva  la  nostra  republica ;"  but 
which  the  surrounding  echoes  returned  in  German  phrase,  "  Siege, 
"  lebc  hoch  Graf  Konigsmark."    It  matters  little  in  what  language 
a  European  army  expressed  such  feelings  of  triumph  and  exultation 
at  sight  of  this  wretched  spectacle  ;  we  only  remark  that  the  Turks 
were  not  cast  down  by  their  disaster.     They  awaited  their  deliver- 
ance irom  without,  and  they  adhered  to  their  resolution  of  maintain* 
ing  their  position  until  the  Seraskier  came  to  drive  out  the  infidel. 
Early  on  the  28th,  on  the  news  of  his  approach,  they  doubled  the 
strength  of  their  fire,  hoping  thus  to  engage  the  exclusive  attention 
of  the  besiegers ;  but  Konigsmark  was  not  a  general  to  be  surprised. 
Warned  on  his  side  by  his  advanced  posts,  he  set  forth  to  encounter 
the  coming  troops.     The  Seraskier  declined  the  combat  thus  boldly 
offered  to  him,  and  retired  without  engaging  his  forces.     The  Turks 
of  the  Acropolis  were  encouraged  in  their  resistance  by  the  hope  of 
his  aid ;  in  a  few  moments,  and  in  their  very  sight,  this  hope  melted 
away.   Awakened  to  their  real  case,  they  saw  themselves  surrounded 
by  the  flames  caused  by  the  explosion  of  the  Parthenon,  which  were 
gaining  on  all  the  houses  ;  they  felt  the  impossibility  of  holding  out 
long,  from  their  want  of  ammunition  and  their  loss  in  men,  amongst 
whom  were  their  chiefs,  the  pacha  and  his  son.     Some  white  flags 
announced  the  wish  of  the  garrison  to  surrender  ;  and  at  the  same 
instant  that  they  were  hung  out  from  the  battlements,  five  hostages 
came  down  to  propose  the  terms  of  capitulation  and  guarantee  their 
execution.     .     .     .     The  arrangements  were  concluded  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  28th.     The  advanced  posts  were  immediately  occupied  by 
the  besiegers,  and  the  banner  of  St.  Mark  floated  on  the  Propyl»a. 

'  The  captain-general  announced  his  new  conquest  to  the  Venetian 
senate,  and  offered  this  trophy,  this  new  title  to  glory,  with  the  proud 
modesty  which  marked  all  his  dispatches.  "  I  do  not  seek,"  he  wrote, 
**  any  amplifications  to  giro  value  to  my  weak  services.  Whatever 
**  they  are,  it  is  enough  that  the  world  should  know  and  my  country 
"  accept  them.  Athens  is  in  your  hands.  Athens,  so  illustrious  and 
^  renowned,  with  its  famous  city  of  vast  circumference,  and  its  mag- 
''nificent  monuments,  to  which  are  attached  memorable  associations 
^  of  history  and  science." '    (Vol.  ii.  p.  152.) 
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A  scene  of  havoc  opened  to  the  view  of  the  cs^ain-general 
as  he  ascended  the  Acropolis.  The  effect  was  sad  and  sober- 
ing:— 

*  The  very  soldiers,  black  with  powder  and  heated  by  the  contest^ 
were  softened  and  calmed  by  the  sight  of  beauties  so  sublime.  To 
their  praise  it  must  be  said  that  they  were  shocked  at  the  desolation 
which  they  had  caused  amongst  these  wonderful  works  of  art.  .  .  . 
The  remorse  which  filled  the  hearts  of  the  victors  betrays  itself  as 
much  in  their  enthusiastic  expressicms  of  admiration  as  in  the  many 
shifts  and  evasions  in  the  accounts  given  of  the  event.  Morosini 
was  the  first  to  evade  the  responsibility,  by  recurring  to  the  counsel 
which  he  had  vainly  pressed  at  Corinth.  Konigsmark  had  been 
most  anxious  to  spare  the  temple,  but  the  shells  would  have  their 
way ;  while  a  Venetian  officer  insinuates  that  the  awkwardness  of  a 
Turkish  engineer  in  pointing  one  of  his  own  cannon,  nmst  have  been 
the  cause  of  the  catastrophe.'    (YoL  ii.  p.  174*) 

The  arms  of  the  Bepublic  had  triumphed ;  but  the  hour  of 
its  victory  was  the  prelude  to  disaster  and  ruin.  The  keen  eye 
of  Morosini  saw  the  imperious  necessity  of  instant  action ;  and 
the  old  man  of  fourscore  years  who  had  so  earnestly  deprecated 
the  attack  on  Athens  now  urged  on  with  the  vehemence  of 
youth  an  immediate  attack  upon  Eubcea.  Konigsmark  resisted 
and  finally  refused  to  obey  orders ;  and  the  golden  opportunity 
was  lost.  It  had  been  resolved  to  winter  at  Athens ;  but  the 
approach  of  the  plague  from  the  Peloponnesus  rendered  this 
impossible ;  and  the  question  to  abandon  the  town  or  destroy  it, 
was  debated  anxiously  in  the  council.  All  their  energy  and 
valour  had  been  crowned  with  a  success  which  few  would  envy. 
It  had  won  for  them  the  power  of  delibcratingwhether  they 
diould  demolish  all  that  their  arms  had  been  unable  to  mutilate, 
and  banish  from  their  ancient  homes  a  population  which  they 
had  found  moderately  happy  if  not  politically  free.  The  com- 
punction with  which  they  had  looked  on  the  havoc  of  the 
Parthenon,  could  not  deter  them  from  a  more  cold-blooded 
devastation.  The  prayers  of  the  inhabitants,  their  offers  to 
maintain  the  Venetian  garrison,  to  do  anything,  to  sacrifice 
anything,  could  not  avert  the  boon  of  deportation  which  their 
fatal  friends  were  forcing  on  them.  The  strange  drama  drew 
to  a  dose.  Athens  was  to  be  abandoned,  not  destroyed ;  her 
inhabitants  to  be  removed  to  a  safer  dwelling-place.  It  only 
remained  to  secure  some  token  to  attest  their  brief  and  un- 
profitable success.  The  Basilica  of  St.  Mark 'should  acquire 
from  the  city  of  Pericles  a  relic  not  less  costly  and  precious 
than  the  golden  horses  of  Byzantium;  the  halls  of  Morosini 
should  not  lack  some  trophy  of  the  most  conspicuousi  if  not  the 
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bappiest  of  his  exploits.  His  choice  fell  on  the  western  pedi- 
ment of  the  Parthenon,  and  his  dispatch  to  the  Venetian  senate 
dated  March  19.  1688,  coolly  relates  the  result:  — 

<  Before  abandoning  Athens  I  conceiyed  the  project  of  taking  away 
some  of  the  most  beautiful  ornaments  to  add  to  the  glory  of  the  Be- 
pnblic  With  this  intention  I  ordered  that  efforts  should  be  made  to 
detach  from  the  fa9ade  of  the  temple  of  Minerva,  which  has  the  best 
sculptures,  the  statue  of  a  Jupiter  and  the  relievos  of  two  magnificent 
horses.  But  scarcely  had  they  begun  to  remove  the  upper  part  of 
the  great  cornice,  than  the  whole  came  crashing  down  from  this  ex- 
traordinary height,  and  it  is  wonderful  that  no  harm  should  have 
befallen  any  of  the  workmen.' 

Still  Morosini  conld  not  depart  without  taking  something; 
and  his  decision  reveals  the  taste  and  knowledge  possessed  by 
the  old  warrior,  — 

« I  decided  nevertheless  to  carry  away  a  lioness,  beautifully  formed, 
although  it  had  lost  its  head.  But  it  can  be  replaced  perfectly  well 
with  a  piece  of  marble  of  the  same  kind,  whidi  shall  be  forwarded 
aloBg  with.it.' 

Since  the  time  of  Morosini's  ill-starred  conquest,  the  history 
of  the  Acropolis  tells  of  little  but  the  dilapidations  of  time  and 
the  more  active  spoliations  of  man.  Later  inroads  and  sieges 
have  contributed  to  the  general  decay;  travellers,  who,  as 
Colonel  Leake  admits,  '  often  destroy  more  than   they  carry 

*  away,  have,  perhaps,  contributed  more.'  It  would  be  unjust, 
however,  in  those  who  condemn  such  proceedings  as  those 
of  Lord  Elgin,  to  forget  that  no  little  harm  has  been  done 
by  the  gross  apathy  or  wanton  violence  of  the  Greeks  them- 
selves. M.  de  Laborde  claims  for  the  Athenians  of  the  days 
of  Morosini^  *  if  not  the  same  intelligence,  at  all  events,  a  re- 

*  verenoe  for  all  that  had   excited   the  enthusiasm   of  their 

*  ancestors  in  the  days  of  Pericles.*  But  while  the  fact  is  in- 
disputable, it  is  not  easy  to  estimate  the  amount  of  mischief 
caused  by  the  habitual  use  of  old  materials,  whether  carved  or 
plain,  for  new  buildings.  Colonel  Leake  affirms  that  there  is 
scarcely  a  Ullage  which  does  not  attest  the  practice.  The  more 
costly  marbles  furnished  plaster  and  cement;  and  where  too 
lai^e^  statues  or  relievos  were  broken  into  pieces  for  facilities  of 
use  or  transport.  A  better  spirit  has  now  we  hope  arisen,  and 
the  Greeks  have  once  more  become  jealous  of  the  inheritance  of 
thdr  race.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  the  removal  of  the 
Elgin  Marbles  at  the  time  it  was  acoomplished  saved  the  greater 
portion  of  those  immortal  works  from  total  destruction,  in  the 
war  of  Greek  independence.     Morosini  was  neither  the  best  nor 
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the  worst  of  the  commanders  who  ravaged  Attica  and  assailed 
the  Acropolis. 

But  the  Acropolis  in  its  humiliation  must  carry  our  thoughts 
to  the  Acropolis  in  the  days  of  its  glory.  The  mind  must 
strive  to  realise^  however  faintly,  the  splendours  of  that  gor- 
,geous  assemblage  of  structures, — to  restore  in  idea,  however 
feebly,  these  most  beautiful  creations  of  human  genius.  We 
cannot  but  form  some  picture  pf  those  superb  portals,  and  that 
majestic  flight  of  steps  by  which  the  Panathenaic  pomp  ascended 
to  the  shrine  of  the  virgin  goddess ;  of  the  glorious  sculptures 
which  almost  lived  and  breathed  on  pediment  and  frieze  and 
metope ;  of  the  long  lines  of  sculptured  forms  which  graced  every 
avenue,  while  far  above  all  the  brazen  statue  of  Athena  kept 
watch  over  her  beloved  city.  Something  also  we  must  realise  of 
the  accessories  of  this  marvellous  scene,  —  the  brilliancy  of  sky 
and  sun,  the  lustrous  purity  of  the  marble,  the  tints  of  gold  aod 
crimson  and  azure  which  imparted  depth  of  light  and  shade  to 
the  mouldings  and  sculptures  of  its  magnificent  temples.  And 
with  the  pictures  of  these  exquisite  structures  must  be  asso- 
ciated the  men  who  planned  and  reared  them ;  and  an  array  of 
questions  comes  crowding  upon  us,  some  of  which  we  may 
perhaps  seek  in  vain  to  answer.  What  is  it  which  invests  the 
works  of  these  men  with  their  mysterious  and  touching  beauty  ? 
Whence  came  the  grace  and  loveliness  which  they  imparted  to 
all  on  which  they  laid  their  hands  ?  Were  the  forms  and  the 
spirit  of  their  art  their  own,  or  had  both  come  to  them  from 
some  other  land  ?  What  were  the  laws  which  influenced  their 
works  even  to  their  pettiest  details,  and  infused  boundless  vigour 
and  freedom  into  the  arts,  the  literature,  and  the  social  life  of 
Greece  ? 

These  are  questions  which  no  superficial  or  hasty  thought 
can  ever  solve;  they  are  the  promptings  of  no  artificial  curiosity, 
no  mere  antiquarian  or  archsaological  problems.  The  answer  to 
them  will  not  merely  lay  open  a  most  important  phase  in  the 
history  of  the  human  mind,  but  involves  results  directly  practicaL 
The  city  which  Pericles  proclaimed  as  the  school  oi  Greece 
has  become  also  the  school  of  the  world,  and  its  influence  is 
still  seen  in  every  form  of  our  art  and  architecture.  To  trace 
this  influence  and  assign  its  cause,  to  analyse  the  principles  of 
that  art  which  attained  to  a  degree  of  beauty  never  perhaps 
equalled,  certainly  never  surpassed,  are  questions  of  no  slight 
moment  and  difficulty,  and  the  more  so  because  indubitably  the 
aim  of  that  art  was  pre-eminently  simple  and  definite.  Emo- 
tions of  grandeur  and  sublimity,  still  more  of  solemnity  and 
awe,  may  be  awakened  in  a  higher  degree  by  the  works  of 
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other  times  and  countries.  The  Athenian  cared  not  to  oppress 
the  spectator  with  the  cumbrous  grandeur  of  Thebes  or  Babylon ; 
he  sought  not  to  delight  and  awe  him  with  the  soaring  height 
and  intricate  magnificence  of  the  Gothic  minster^  or  im- 
press him  with  the  sense  of  indomitable  strength  and  power 
manifest  in  the  genuine  works  of  ancient  Rome:  and  yet, 
with  a  scale  just  sufficing  to  save  it  from  meanness,  Attic 
art  revealed  to  the  world  an  exquisite  grace  and  dignified 
beauty  as  little  marred  by  defect  or  blemish  as  can  be  any  works 
of  merely  human  hands.  Unrivalled  in  elegance  and  purity  of 
form,  it  disdained  no  aids  of  metals  or  of  colours,  which  some 
might  look  upon  as  adventitious  and  unworthy.  It  raised 
its  statues  in  stone  or  marble,  in  gold  and  ivory^  or  in  bronze. 
It  decked  its  superb  pediments  and  architraves  in  sombre  or  in 
brilliant  hues ;  and  the  colours  which  modem  use  would  reserve 
for  internal  decoration^  gleamed  on  the  eye  of  the  spectator 
beneath  the  lustrous  atmosphere  of  Attica. 

We  have  spoken  throughout,  almost  unconsciously,  of  Athens 
and  Athenian  art.  But  were  the  countrymen  of  ^schylus  and 
Phidias  alone  the  gifled  possessors  of  this  wonderful  creative 
genius  ?  or  were  they  but  the  representatives  of  the  aggregate 
Hellenic  races  ?  Has  the  funeral  oration  of  Pericles  unjustly 
depreciated  the  art  of  Lacedsemon?  or  had  Corinth,  Sicyon, 
and  Sparta  the  same  title  to  our  homage  and  admiration  ? 

These  questions  occupy  necessarily  a  large  space  in  the 
volumes  of  M.  Beul6  on  the  Athenian  Acropolis.  On  some  of 
them  we  confess  ourselves  entirely  at  variance  with  his  conclu- 
sions. But  even  where  we  differ  from  him  most,  we  admit  the 
ingenuity  and  skill  which  he  has  brought  to  bear  on  his  re- 
searches :  and  the  happy  light  which  he  has  thrown  on  several 
obscure  topics  calls  for  no  slight  praise  and  gratitude.  Without 
the  imagination  and  rhetoric  of  M.  de  Laborde,  he  possesses  the  * 
patient  and  minute  research  which  is  the  first  quality  of  the 
archasologian.  He  is  disposed,  however,  to  be  too  dogmatic  in 
Ins  statements ;  a  habit  which  has  provoked  strong  animadver- 
sions from  M.  de  Calonne,  who  impugns  his  theory  respecting 
the  chryselephantine  statues  of  Phidias.  And  if  we  ourselves  ' 
offer  some  remarks  on  points  whereon  we  conceive  him  to  be 
seriously  mistaken,  it  is  that  we  may  with  the  more  freedom 
commend  those  portions  of  his  work  in  which  he  has  done  no 
slight  service  to  the  cause  of  art.* 

•  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  usefulness  of  M.  Beul^'s  plans  and 
Swings  should  be  diminished  by  one  or  two  omissions.     In  vol.  i. 
VOL.  ex.   NO.  CCXXIII.  B 
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To  diseuss  here  the  canons  of  historical  credibility,  or  pro- 
pound a  theory  of  myths,  would  be  impertinent,  and  happily  is 
superfluous.  But  it  is  no  unfairness  to  demand  of  any  writer 
that  if  he  relates  a  myth,  half-suspecting  it  to  be  such,  he  should 
record  that  belief  or  suspicion,  and  that  the  same  assertions 
should  not  be  treated  as  partly  or  wholly  mythical  in  one  page, 
and  employed  insidiously  as  an  historical  argument  in  another. 
We  think  that  M.  Beull's  own  words  will  on  this  point  convict 
him  of  a  very  grave  inconsistency.  The  question  of  the  ori- 
ginality of  Greek  art,  or  of  its  affiliation  on  Egypt,  is  obviously 
one  which  can  only  be  answered,  if  it  be  ever  answered  at  all, 
on  the  strictest  historical  or  archeological  grounds.  Fancy  or 
prejudice,  rhetoric  and  sentimentality,  cannot  be  permitted  to 
affect  the  decision.  M.  Benin's  method  is  very  different.  To 
the  statement  in  his  first  chapter  that  Cecrops,  by  the  attraction 
of  a  new  civilisation,  drew  round  himself  the  vagrant  and 
miserable  population  of  Attica,  he  appends  a  note  which  we 
will  give  in  his  own  words :  — 

'  Dans  tout  ce  chapitre  je  ne  fais  que  recaeillir  les  l^endes  qui  se 
rattachent  k  i'Acropole  sans  en  discuter  rorigine  ni  la  valeur.  Quel 
est  le  peuple  dont  le  berceau  n'est  pas  entour^  de  fables  d^autaat 
plus  cbarmantes  souvent  qu'elles  soat  plus  absurdes ?  '  (VAcropoU^ 
SfC.f  vol.  i.  p.  16.) 

It  would,  periiaps,  be  hard  on  M.  Beul^  to  confine  his  re- 
marks to  iJiis  chapter  alone,  for  very  many  similar  narratives 
are  interspersed  throughout  his  work  on  the  Acropolis, 
and  his  ^  Studies  on  the  Peloponnesus '  absolutely  bristle  with 
them.  In  spite  of  his  declaration,  we  more  than  suspect  that 
M.  Beul6*s  faith  discovers  a  large  amount  of  historical  truth 
which  may  be  culled  from  these  ancient  tales.  He  may,  how- 
ever, claim  illustrious  companions  amongst  his  countrymen  and 
our  own.  Under  the  countenance  of  Mr.  Fynes  Clinton  and 
Ds.  Thirl  wall.  Colonel  Leake  sees  ^some  reason  to  believe  that 
^  Cecrops  was  contemporary  with  Moses,  and  that  he  introduced 
*  the  worship  of  Neith  among  the  Pelasgians.'  M.  Beul4  draws 
apparently  a  similar  conclusion ;  but,  regarding  solely  his  own 

p.  134.,  a  reference  is  made  to  plate  III.  E ;  but  on  looking  at  the 
plate  no  such  letter  is  to  be  found,  nor  is  it  set  down  in  the  index  to 
the  plates.  A  more  serious  defect  is  the  want  of  scales  to  the  plans 
of  the  second  volume.  In  addition  to  an  excellent  plan  of  the  Aero-* 
polls,  there  are  restored  plans  of  the  Parthenon  and  Erechtheium, 
drawn  on  very  different  scales ;  but  these  scales  are  not  given,  and 
their  absence  might,  to  a  superficial  observer,  occasion  many  errors* 
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admiasioi],  we  cannot  conceive  why  he  should  have  been  at  the 
pains  to  introduce  snch  narratives  at  all.  With  great  expendi- 
ture of  time  and  trouble  he  has  raked  up  a  mass  of  stories  which 
occapy  no  small  portion  of  his  work  on  the  Acropolis,  and 
whidi  are  the  staple  commodity  of  his  Peloponnesian  studies. 
If  we  are  not  to  examine  their  origin  and  their  value,  what 
useful  purpose  can  they  serve  ?  At  best  they  are  but  unneces- 
sary excrescences.  We  cannot,  however,  do  more  than  cite  a 
few  examples  and  then  leave  it  to  impartial  readers  to  decide 
whether  his  method  of  employing  these  myth«  is  or  is  not  at 
variance  with  his  own  admission. 

After  giving  the  dimensions  of  the  Acropolis,  he  commences 
by  saying  that  'Cecrops  was  the  first  to  choose   it  for   his 

*  residence ;  he  there  planted  himself  with  the  Egyptian 
'  colony  which   followed   him.     He  gave  to  the   rising   town 

*  not  only  his  own  name,  but  that  of  aarv,  a  word  adopted 
'  by  the  Attic  Greeks  alone,  and  which  seemed  to  consecrate 

*  their  relation  to  E^pt.     Cecrops  came  originally  from  Sai&, 

*  the  capital  of  the  Delta,  and  from  thence  brought  with  him 
'  the  worship  of  Neith  or  Athena.'  This  last  statement  U 
repeated  at  page  185.,  where  he  is  speaking  of  the  account  given 
by  Herodotus  of  the  Propyleea,  which  Amasis  had  built  at  that 
place.     *  The  coincidence,'  he  remarks,  *  is  curious ;  nor  is  it 

*  less  singular  that  Herodotus  admires  in  the  Saitic  Propvlsea 
'  pr^sely  that  which  Pausanias  admired  in  the  Athenian '  (i.  e.> 
tiie  size  and  beauty  of  the  stone-blocks).  Of  the  Erechtheium> 
M.  6eul£  says  that  'Erechtheus  had  given  his  name  to  it,  either 
^  because  he   had   raised  the  first  altar  or   the  first  temple, 

*  or  because  it  had  been  his  residence  or  his  tomb.'  Again, 
'  Cecrops  had  been  buried  in  the  precinct  consecrated  to  Minerva; 
'  his  tomb  occupied  a  distinct  and  considerable  space,'  &c.  Ce- 
crops also  *  had  presented  the  statue  of  Minerva  to  the  adoration 
'  of  the  Pelasgians,  and  raised  to  her  a  simple  altar.    Erechtheus 

*  had  surrounded  the  statue  with  a  covered  building  attached  to 

*  his  residence.'     His  assertions  throughout  the  volume  of  *  Stu* 

*  dies  on  the  Peloponnesus '  are  still  more  remarkable,  because 
they  are  introduced  with  no  such  qualifications,  and  because  he 
constantly  makes  them  the  ground  of  distinct  historical  conclu- 
aons.  We  do  M.  Beul^  no  injustice  in  saying  that  Lycurgus 
is  with  him  a  personage  quite  as  historical  as  Brasidos.     *  From 

*  Crete,'  he  tells  us,   *  Lycurgus  sailed  to   Asia.     He  there 

*  found  the  poems  of  Homer  preserved  by  the  descendants  of 
'  Krcophylus.     Struck  by  the  beauties  of  Epic  poetry  ..... 

*  •  •  •^  he  hastened  to  write  down  the  poem,  in  order  to  present 
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'  It  to  his  countrymen.'  Amongst  the  many  temples  at  Sparta, 
'  Lycurgus  himself  consecrated  one  to  Laughter,  as  though  to 
'  declare  that  his  laws  did  not  banish  from  his  city  all  that  could 
'  soften  and  humanise  life/  In  the  Isthmian  games  it  was  the 
object  of  Theseus  ^  to  establish  a  political  connexion  between 

*  liie  Attic  lonians  with  the  lonians  and  .^Solians  of  the 
^  Peloponnesus.'  To  the  Arcadian  games  on  Mount  Lycssus 
he  traces  the  origin  of  the  Roman  Lupercalia^  and  adds,  *  Livy 
'  in  fact  affirms  that  this  custom  had  been  introduced  by  Evan- 

*  der ; '  and  when  speaking  of  the  fondness  of  the  Arcadians  for 
human  sacrifices,  he  notices  that  ^  the  Romans,  their  descendants, 
'  inherited  this  ferocity.'  The  Arcadian  traditions  are,  in  his 
judgment,  ^  so  singular,  and  their  simplicity  gives  them,  at  the 
'  same  time,  such  an  air  of  probability,  tiiat  one  knows  not 
'  what  kind  of  doubt  or  criticism  to  apply  to  them.  As  at  bottom 
'  they  possess  but  little  importance,  the  best  way  is  to  believe 

*  them  blindly.'  We  should  be  glad  to  know  what  sort  of 
belief  this  is;  but  assuredly,  when  used  for  M.  Benin's  pur- 
poses, these  legendary  statements  are  anything  but  unimportant 
On  the  contrary,  they  do  better  service  than  a  whole  mass  of 
historical  authorities  which  may  be  arrayed  against  them. 
Their  uses  are  indeed  multiform  ;  they  are  sometimes  fables, 
sometimes  facts,  sometimes  the  subjects  of  a  little  fanciful 
criticism.  The  dedication  by  Telemus  of  three  altars  to  Hera, 
as  child,  wife,  and  widow,  suggests  the  reflection  that  in  the 
marriage  we  may  discern  an  attempt  to  introduce  the  Argive 
divinity  into  Arcadia,  and  in  the  widowhood  the  ill  success  •of 
this  attempt  (ib.  p.  192.). 

But,  whether  regarded  as  fact  or  fable,  these  statements 
furnish  important  arguments  for  his  conclusions  respecting 
Spartan  and  Athenian  art  The  latter  is  affiliated  on  Egypt, 
mainly  on  the  strength  of  the  Cecropian  myth;  and  the 
legends  of  Lycurgus  and  his  legislature  are  cited  to  prove  that 
Pericles  was  mistaken  in  his  view  of  the  character  and  ten- 
dencies of  the  Spartan  constitution.  The  uniair  and  illogical 
nature  of  the  inference,  on  M.  Benin's  own  admission,  is  obvi- 
ous. The  utter  worthlessness  for  historical  purposes  of  the 
tales  of  Cecrops,  Erechtheus,  and  other  mythical  heroes,  has 
been  abundantly  proved  by  other  writers  as  well  as  by  Mr. 
Grote,  and  seems  faintly  to  suggest  itself  to  M.  Beul^.  On 
this  question  we  need  not  enter,  and  our  reasons  for  declining 
to  trace  Greek  art  to  an  Egyptian  source  have  been  given  in  a 
previous   Number  of  this   Review.*     But    M.  Beul6    fairly 

*  Ed.  Review,  No.  ccxiii.,  p.  126.,  Art.  *  Fergusson's  Architecture.' 
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assumes  the  point  at  issue,  when  he  concludes,  from  the  oc- 
currence of  a  single  word  in  Herodotus,  that  the  idea  of  the 
Athenian  Propylasa  was  borrowed  from  those  of  Amasis,  and 
still  more  when  he  comes  to  discuss  Mr.  Penrose's  masterly  trea- 
tise on  the  Principles  of  Athenian  Architecture.  The  entasis  or 
swell  of  the  Doric  column  was  a  fact  well  known  previously ; 
but  Mr.  Penrose,  by  the  most  careful  admeasurements,  dis- 
covered that,  in  addition  to  this,  every  vertical  line  of  the  Par- 
thenou  converged  to  a  fixed  point  (necessarily  at  an  immense 
height)  above  the  building,  and  not  only  this,  but  that  all  the 
horizontal  lines,  whether  above  or  below  the  columns,  and  in- 
cluding the  steps  of  the  platform,  possess  a  curvature  corre- 
sponding to  that  of  the  columns.  Whether  Mr.  Penrose  was 
right  in  the  reasons  assigned  by  him  for  this  curvature  is  a 
question  fairly  open  to  doubt.  But  M.  Beul6  arms  himself 
with  the  Cecropian  legend,  and  proceeds  ^  to  distinguish  be- 

*  tween  the  vertical  and  horizontal  curves  —  the  first  being  of  a 
^  foreign  origin,  on  a  principle  common  to  the  ancient  temples ; 
^  the  other,  the  creation  of  Greek  art  in  the  course  of  its  deve- 

*  lopment.  The  entasis  of  the  columns  and  the  aiming  at  a 
'  pyramidal  form  are  the  secret  of  all  deviations  from  the  per- 
'  pendicular,  and  it  is  from  Egypt  that  these  traditions  arrived 

*  with  the  Doric  order,  just  as  Greece  received  from  Asia  the 
^  elements  of  the  Ionic  order  and  its  elegant  richness.'  But  the 
legends  of  Egyptian  influence  *  are  either  false  or  inadmissible  as 
arguments.  No  such  influence  can  be  proved,  while  we  have 
a  reason  which  adequately  explains  any  resemblance  which 
may  be  traced  between  them.  The  architecture  of  Greece  and 
Egypt,  as  of  India  and  Assyria,  sprang  from  an  original  type  in 
wood.  A  priori^  therefore,  we  might,  in  all  of  them,  expect  to 
find  sloping  walls,  and  it  seems  impossible  to  trace  any  further 
connexion.  M.  Beul^  himself  remarks  that,  ^in  approaching 
'  towards  its  perfection,  the  Doric  architecture  gradually  dimi- 
'  nished  the  entasis  of  its  columns  — a  proof  that,  far  from  having 
<  invented  it,  the  age  of  Pericles  reduced  it  to  its  happiest 

*  M.  Beul6  lays  a  stress  on  the  name  acrrv  as  connected  with  the 
tale  of  Egyptian  migration.  The  word  however  is  not  peculiar  to 
Greek  and  Egyptian ;  and  it  is  strange  that  h^hould  not  see  how 
inconclusive  it  is  as  a  philological  argument,  ^e  would  refer  bim 
to  some  very  forcible  remarks  on  the  growth  of  this  idea  of  Egyptian 
influence  in  the  first  volume  of  Colonel  Mure's  *•  Critical  History  of 

*  Uie  Language  and  Literature  of  Ancient  Greece.'  They  appear  to 
08  to  set  the  question  finally  at  rest 
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^  measures'  —  a  proof>  as  it  aeems  to  us,  still  more  of  a  &ct 
which  might  equally  have  been  looked  for,  that  lapse  of  time 
brought  about  a  corresponding  departure  irom  the  primitiye 

But  if  the  old  legends  furnish  M.  Beul^  with  materials  for 
settling  the  origin  of  Athenian  architecture,  they  do  far  greater 
service  for  that  of  the  Peloponnesus  and  of  Laoonia  in  parti- 
cular. Of  old  Sparta  no  building  has  come  down  to  us,  scarcely 
indeed  the  traces  of  any ;  and  amongst  the  writers  of  ancient 
tinges  she  has  none  to  plead  on  her  behalf  against  the  anticipa- 
tions of  Thucydides  and  the  contemptuous  comments  of  Periciea 
The  former chaxacterises  her  structures  as  generally  insignificant; 
the  latter  more  than  insinuates  the  poverty  if  not  the  vulgarity 
of  her  art.  It  is  true  that  Sparta  might  have  fought  her  own 
battles ;  and  if  M«  Beul^'s  suppositions  are  correct,  her  silence 
is  still  more  wonderfuL  Btkt,  in  default  of  all  testimony  from 
ber  own  children,  th^e  was  something  inviting  in  the  attempt 
to  prove  that  poetry,  music,  architecture,  and  sculpture  were 
there  appreciated  and  honoured  —  that  the  people,  whose  volun- 
tary ignorance  even  of  reading  and  writing  is  more  than  a 
suspicion,  were  ^  given  to  intellectual  pleasures '  —  and  that  the 
mui^  maligned  character  of  her  citizens  was  a  compound  of  all 
manly  and  amiable  virtues.  To  this  ead  the  legends  of  Lycui^s 
are  diligently  ransacked,  and  the  names  of  Thaletas,  of  Alkman, 
Terpander,  and  many  others,  are  brought  to  swell  the  tale. 
It  is,  indeed,  true  that  b^  poets,  her  sculptors,  and  her 
painters  were  all,  with  one  or  two  insignificant  ezceptiona, 
lotreigners,  and  that  at  best  she  could  only  admire  what  she  was 
utterly  unable  to  produce^  It  is  true,  as  M.  Beul^  remarks^ 
that  the  lion  h^  not  painted  his  own  portrait ;  but  he  has  a 
strong  witness  on  the  lion's  behalf,  the  geographer  Pausaoias. 
M.  BeuI6  has  scrutinised  his  tedious  and  wearisome  pages  with 
prsdseworthy  diligence  and  zeal,  and  from  him  he  learns  that 
Sparta  was  singiSarly  rich  in  the  number  of  her  t^snpks  aad 
public  buildings,  that  the  city  was  full  of  grand  works  of  art, 
and  that  the  general  effect  was  majestic.  This  is  pressing  his 
testimony  somewhat  too  far.  Pausanias  may  be  a  very  good 
authority  for  the  number  of  buildings,  their  position,  size,  or 
date,  but  he  is  a  very  bad  authority  for  epithets.  His  catalogues 
are  faultless,  but  Ms  criticism  is  contemptible.  Happily  he  does 
not  often  indulge  us  with  any.  He  has,  in  the  opinion  of  M. 
Beul6  himself,  related  nakedly  ajid  meagrely  all  that  he  saw, 
and  taken  down  with  an  indiscriminate  credulity  the  merciless 
harangues  of  the  i^rfTai,  the  worthy  representativea  of  guidee 
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m  aU  ages.  Bat  the  man  who  had  no  other  epithet  for 
the  loveliest  oreations  of  human  genius  than  that  they  are 
'  worth  looking  at/  and  who  seems  to  have  eyes  for  nothing 
but  number  and  magnitude,  is  not  one  by  whose  aid  we  may 
bope  to  reconstruct  an  obliterated  city.  His  description  of 
Athens  is  Taluable,  simply  because  Athens  has  not  thus 
perished.  But  if  such  had  been  her  fiite,  it  is  no  injustice  to 
say  diat  his  description  would  have  conveyed  no  idea  of  her 
magnificence  or  her  beauty.  So  long  as  any  local  evidence  re- 
mains, his  topography  is  of  the  utmost  service ;  but  at  Sparta 
all  evidence  is  wanting,  and  M.  Beul^  can  but  indulge  in  sup- 
positions, and  frame  jHctures  on  the  dry  catalogues  of  Pausanias. 
From  these  we  can  assure  ourselves  of  the  number  of  public 
buildings^  their  names  and  situation;  but  when  M.  Beul4 
says  that  the  tombs  of  the  house  of  Agis  presented  an  effect 
full  at  onoe  of  majesty  and  variety,  he  says  what  may  be  true, 
but  is  not  warranted  by  any  authority.  The  whole  volume 
is,  indeed,  an  elaborate  piece  of  constructive  reasoning  on 
grounds  which  are  either  fallacious  or  inconclusive.  With  the 
excei^ion  of  a  ruined  temple  at  Corinth,  and  a  few  fragments 
in  AJcadia,  he  describes  no  buildings  from  his  own  personal 
knowledge ;  and  a  probable  restoration  of  extinguished  splen- 
dours by  the  help  of  myths  and  topographies  can  scarcely  arro- 
gate to  itself  any  high  amount  of  credibility. 

We  have  spoken  candidly  on  these  points,  because  we  believe 
that  M.  Beul^'s  method  is  both  illogical  and  unjust,  and  may 
be  productive  of  serious  mischief.  We  turn  readily  to  others, 
in  wlneh  we  gladly  acknowledge  our  obligations  for  his  critical 
ai^aeity  as  well  as  lus  laborious  researches. 

In  the  popular  notion  of  the  Panathenaic  procession,  along 
with  the  train  of  sacrificial  victims,  priests,  virgins,  magistrates, 
&C.,  figures  a  long  array  of  chariots  and  horsemen  winding 
through  the  PropylsBa  and  careering  round  the  Parthmion.  M. 
Beul£  has  ably  slM)wn  that  the  approach  to  the  Propylasa,  being 
at  an  angle  of  at  least  twenty  degrees,  was  such  as  to  pre- 
clude the  ascent,  much  more  the  descent,  of  any  vehicles; 
and,  iBoreover,  the  main  entrance  through  the  Propylasa  was 
so  narrow  that  the  slightest  accident  or  deviation  from  the 
path  must  have  inflicted  irreparable  injury  on  costly  works 
ef  art  which  were  closely  ranged  on  either  side.  Yet  more, 
he  remarks  that  the  notion  is  imsupported  by  any  written 
aathorities^  nor  is  there  any  sign  of  a  track  such  as  must 
have  been  caused  by  the  passage  of  vehicles.  ^  These  with 
the  horsemen,  he  affirms,  foUowed  the  ship  which  bore  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


66  The  Acropolis  of  Athens.  July, 

sacred  peplus,  and  which,  we  are  distinctly  told,  was  not  carried 
up  the  Acropolis.  How,  again,  could  it  have  been  possible  to 
convey  through  the  Propyla^  the  materials  (marble  blocks, 
many  fifteen  feet  long)  for  such  buildings  as  the  Erechtheium? 
M.  Benin's  hypothesis  is  that  they  were  craned  up,  a  quicker  and 
much  less  costly  process ;  and  he  holds  it  superfluous  to  ask 
whether  the  men  who  raised  the  architraves  and  pediments  of 
the  Parthenon  possessed  means,  simple  enough  after  all,  for 
liftinr^  the  heaviest  masses. 

With  equal  ability  and,  we  think,  success  he  has  combated 
the  idea  (entertained  by  Colonel  Leake  and  others,  and  sys- 
tematically worked  out  by  M.  Bournouf )  that  the  Propylsea 
were  erected  for  purposes  of  defence.  His  arguments  clearly 
prove  their  ineflSciency  for  this,  had  they  ever  been  terted ;  nor 
is  it  easy  to  meet  his  objection  that,  if  such  were  their  object, 
their  character  was  singularly  inappropriate.  Porticos,  columns 
rising  in  tiers,  friezes  and  pediments  exquisitely  sculptured, 
equestrian  statues,  a  temple  and  a  chamber  for  paintings  placed 
in  front  of  the  fortifications,  seem  strange  barriers  against  a 
hostile  force.  The  Greeks  derided  the  Persians  for  going  into 
battle  with  the  flowing  robes  of  women.  M.  Beul^  asks  whether 
it  would  have  been  less  strange  that  the  Athenians  should  raise 
a  fortress  on  the  model  of  a  PoecilS  and  a  Parthenon. 

That  a  system  of  decoration  by  polychrome  was  adopted  in 
Greek  buildings,  both  externally  and  internally,  is  now  an 
unquestioned  fact :  but  the  exact  character  and  limits  of  that 
system  it  is  much  less  easy  to  define.  In  this,  as  in  many  cases, 
the  incredulity  with  which,  not  very  long  since,  the  idea  of  such 
decoration  was  received,  has  been  followed  by  a  tendency  to 
conclude  that  no  single  portion  of  a  Greek  temple  was  left 
uncoloured.  M.  Beul^  considers  the  evidence  at  present  forth- 
coming as  insuflScient  to  warrant  any  positive  assertions ;  but 
there  is  enough  to  show  that  the  Greek  was  entirely  free  from 
modem  prejudices,  whether  for  or  against  decoration  by  colour. 
The  mingling  of  stone  or  marble,  or  of  marbles  of  diflerent 
colours,  the  introduction  of  metallic  ornaments  on  statuary  or 
works  in  relief,  all  subserved  this  purpose,  not  less  than  the 
employment  of  polychrome ;  and  even  without  the  use  of  a 
single  pigment,  the  sculptor  was  enabled  to  produce  works  not 
less  gorgeous  than  the  painter.  Formed  of  materials  altogether 
more  facile  and  malleable,  the  chryso-elephantine  statue  gave 
(what  modem  sculpture  has  not  so  mudi  as  aimed  at),  the 
living  hues  of  the  human  form,  and  the  varying  tints  of  em- 
broidered garments.    With  the  most  sumptuous  of  these  statues 
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is  msociated  the  immortal  name  of  Phidias;  but  the  works 
themselves  have  perished.  The  colossal  statue  of  Athena  was 
plundered  of  its  golden  raiment  by  Lachares,  and  finally  trans- 
ported by  order  of  Justinian  to  adorn  the  Hippodrome  of  Byzan- 
tiozD^  whither  that  of  the  Olympian  Zeus  had  been  conveyed 
before.  The  restoration,  therefore,  of  these  statues  must  depend 
on  the  statements  of  vrriters  like  Pausanias,  together  with  any 
designs  on  stone  or  metal  which  may  chance  to  throw  light 
upon  it.  M.  Benin's  attempt  to  restore  it  by  confining  himself 
altogether  to  the  description  of  Pausanias  has  called  forth  the 
vehement  animadversion  of  M.  Alphonse  de  Calonne.  At  the 
great  Parisian  Exposition  of  1855  was  exhibited  a  restoration 
of  ihe  Athena  of  Phidias  (on  a  smaller  scale)  by  M.  Simart, 
who  had  chiefly  followed  the  Vienna  stone  with  the  name  of 
Aspasius  subscribed.  This  remarkable  work  was  executed  at 
the  cost  of  the  Due  de  Luynes^  whose  liberal  patronage  and  ex- 
quisite taste  suggested  this  revival  of  one  of  the  most  famous 
works  of  antiquity.  It  now  adorns  the  Ch&teau  de  Dampierre, 
the  Duke's  residence.  In  spite,  however,  of  the  vast  expenditure 
lavished  on  this  chryso-elephantine  statue,  the  effect  it  produces 
is  scarcely  equal  to  the  idea  we  conceive  of  the  Athenian 
Goddess;  and  a  controversy  has  arisen  as  to  the  accuracy 
of  the  representation  which  has  been  followed.  On  this 
point  we  think  that  too  rigid  an  adherence  to  the  expres- 
uons  of  Pausanias  has  led  M.  Beul6  into  some  mistakes. 
From  those  expressions  he  infers  a  complete  absence  of  all 
ornamentation,  except  on  those  parts  of  the  statue  which  were 
nearest  to  the  spectator,  and  thus  confirms  his  own  theory  of 
the  uniform  simplicity  and  extreme  severity  of  the  art  of 
Phidias.  The  contrary  ideal  furnished  by  the  sculptured  stone 
of  Aspasius  he  rejects  on  the  ground  that  the  lunated  sigma, 
which  occurs  in  the  inscription,  was  not  employed  in  Greece 
till  the  second  century  of  the  Christian  era,  and  that  this  work 
was  therefore  not  produced  in  the  golden  age  of  Greek  art. 
On  this  point  M.  Benin's  case  seems  to  us  altogether  weaker 
than  Uiat  of  M.  de  Calonne,  who,  first  asserting  that  the  name 
may  possibly  be  the  forgery  of  a  later  age,  brings  several 
inscriptions  to  prove  that  the  lunated  sigma  occurs  as  early  as 
a  century  and  a  half  before  the  Christian  era,  and  that  it  was 
not,  as  M.  Beul^  supposes,  a  Roman  introduction.  If  then  this 
stone  represents  the  Athena  of  the  Parthenon,  it  must,  M.  de 
Calonne  forcibly  urges,  belong  to  the  best  epoch  of  art,  because 
it  must  have  been  executed  before  the  statue  of  Phidias  was 
robbed  of  its  ornaments;  and  if  it  be  of  that  epoch,  can  it  possi- 
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bly  represent  any  other  type  than  that  which  Phidias  evoked, 
and  which  was  everywhere  regarded  as  a  miracle  of  beauty  ? 
But  the  ideal  set  forth  in  this  stone  is  that  of  extreme  richness 
over  the  whole  figure ;  and,  after  till,  the  expressions  of  Pau- 
sanias  scarcely  justify  M.  Beul^  in  using  them  as  negative  argu- 
Hients.  Pausanias  says  nothing  of  the  crest  of  her  helmet,  of 
a  collar  or  earrings.  He  denies  therefore  that  they  were  found 
on  the  statue  of  Phidias*     ^  This  system,'  says  M.  de  Calonne, 

*  will  carry  us  a  long  way :  and  by  the  help  of  Pausanias  we 
'  shall  soon  succeed  in  robbing  the  chaste  Minerva  of  her  dearest 
'  attribute,  for  Pausanisrs  says  nothing  of  her  girdle ;  let  us 

*  therefore  remove  the  cincture  from  the  virgin  of  the  Hecatom- 
^  pedon ;  but  M.  Beul^  does  not  go  quite  so  far,  and  in  spite  of 

*  his  silence  he  allows  her  a  girdle.'  Nor  has  M.  Beul£  less 
exposed  his  weakness  in  maintaining  that  the  Medusa  of  the 
shield  was  represented  as  a  monster  only  in  the  decay  of  art, 
while  that  of  Phidias  was  *  une  admirable  jeune  fille,  avec  ses 
^  yeux  mourants,  ses  levres  immobiles,  sa  chevelure,  dont  les 
'  boucles  voltigent  librement  et  rayonnent  autour  de  sa  tete, 

*  comme  la  chevelure  d'ApoUon/  If  this  be  so,  Attic  art  in 
the  days  of  Pericles  grievously  violated  all  the  traditions  of 
earlier  ages.  The  glaring  eyes  of  a  maiden  lovely  even  in 
death  can  never  be  the  sight  which  could  appal  the  warrior  amid 
the  din  of  battle,  or  freeze  a  living  man  into  stone.  The  70^700 
pko<TvpSmo9  he^vov  8sp/cofiip7j  of  the  Iliad,  the  snake*haired 
beldames  of  ^schylus,  hs  Svrjrot  ovBel?  sUrvSoiw  i^u  irvod^y  no 
more  resembled  the  Medusa  of  M.  Beul^  than  Athena  is  id^i- 
tical  with  Aphrodit6.  But  on  the  main  point,  the  extreme 
beauty,  namely,  of  this  form  of  art,  and  the  many  advantages  of 
working  with  these  materials,  M.  Beuld  and  his  opponent  are 
in  agreement.  The  whole  subject  may  well  suggest  the  possi- 
bility that  our  theories  of  sculpture  may  yet  require  very  grave 
modifications^ 

Many  points  of  deep  interest  still  remain ;  but  our  limits  pre- 
clude us  from  bestowing  upon  them  even  a  passing  notice. 
We  would  gladly  have  followed  M.  Beul^  in  his  researches  into 
the  earlier  fortifications  of  the  Acro[>olis,  and  the  various  changes 
which  the  ascent  of  the  PropylsBa  has  undergone, — through  the 
several  temples  of  the  Wingless  Victory,  of  Artemis  Brauronia, 
of  Athena  Ergan^,  and  Athena  Polias, — through  the  Finacotbeca 
and  the  Erechtheium.  We  could  have  wished  to  devote  niore 
space  to  the  Parthenon  itself,  on  the  question  of  its  internal 
arrangement,  its  furniture,  and  its  roofing,  and  to  do  some  jus- 
tice to  the  great  critical  skill  with  vrhich  M.'  Beul^  has  analjBed 
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its  Bcalptares,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  what  portion  of 
the  work  each  sculptor  contributed. 

We  linger  round  the  glorious  works  of  the  Athenian  Acro- 
polis;  and  the  illustrious  names  which  are  associated  with  them. 
Of  most  of  them  our  knowledge  is  scanty  indeed.  Mnesides, 
Lstimis,  Calliorates>  and  Alcaraenes  are  but  a  few  with  whom 
tiffle  baa  dealt  more  gently  than  with  others  once  not  less  illus- 
trious ;  yet  even  these  are  to  us  but  little  more  than  a  name. 
Phidias  alone  stands  forth,  solitary  alike  in  his  greatness  and 
Us  misfortunes ;  and  in  his  history,  so  glorious  in  its  course,  so 
disastrous  in  its  close,  we  see  the  full  working  of  that  mysterious 
spell  whioh  lured  the  oountrymen  of  Pericles  to  reject  and  dis- 
honour the  most  eminent  of  their  race  in  philosophy  and  art  as 
in  ciiil  goyemment.  The  workman  was  gone ;  but  his  work 
remained  to  win  for  Athens  an  undisputed  supremacy.  The 
efaoiee  of  the  Sage  Goddess  was  fully  justified  :  the  statesman 
and  the  senlptor  had  both  made  her  city  a  pride  and  a  wonder 
fSor  all  age&  They  left  to  their  children  a  glorious  heritage ; 
hat  a  scanty  sorface  on  a  craggy  rock,  scarcely  more  than  nine 
hundred  feet  in  length  or  four  hundred  in  breadth,  sufficed  to 
oontam  it.  On  what  other  spot  of  equal  size  has  so  much 
ef  faultless  beauty  and  grace  and  majesty  been  ever  brought 
together? 
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Abt.  hi.  —  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of  George  IV.,  1820—1830. 
From  original  family  documents.  By  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham and  Chandos,  K.  G.     London  :  1859.   2  vols.  8vo. 

CiNCE  the  appearance  of  our  article  on  the  first  period  of  Lord 
Liverpool's  administration  (Jan.  1859),  two  more  volumes 
have  been  published  from  the  family  papers  in  the  possession  of 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  which  comprise  the  ten  years  of  the 
reign  of  George  IV.  In  continuing  our  review  of  events  irom 
the  death  of  Lord  Castlereagh  in  1822,  to  the  accession  of  the 
Reform  Ministrv  in  1830,  we  shall  avail  ourselves  of  the  mate- 
rials contained  in  these  volumes.  At  the  same  time  we  must 
express  our  opinion  that  the  editor  has  shown  a  culpable  disre- 
gard of  the  feelings  of  living  persons  in  publishing  at  length  the 
private  and  confidential  letters  addressed  to  the  late  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  by  his  near  relations  and  intimate  friends ;  many  of 
those  letters  contain  passages  relating  to  events  in  private  life, 
of  a  comparatively  recent  date,  which  it  was  improper  and  un- 
becoming to  give  to  the  public,  and  which  are  utterly  valueless 
for  any  question  of  political  and  historical  interest. 

Adopting  an  American  metaphor,  we  may  say  that  the  admi- 
nistration of  Lord  Liverpool,  after  the  second  and  final  downfal 
of  Napoleon,  began  the  peace  with  a  large  balance  of  popularity 
at  their  banker's  in  their  favour,  formed  out  of  their  accumula- 
tions during  the  last  years  of  the  war ;  while  the  account  of  the 
Opposition  had  been  overdrawn,  and  exhibited  a  balance  against 
them.  Owing  to  their  policy  respecting  the  war  with  Napoleon, 
the  latter  party  had  an  arrear  of  unpopularity  to  cancel,  before 
they  could  set  themselves  straight  with  the  country ;  but  this 
object  Vas  gradually  eflfected,  and  before  long  they  converted 
their  deficiency  into  a  surplus.  The  Whigs  were  not  only  more 
liberal  and  tolerant  than  the  Tories;  less  desirous  of  maintain- 
ing a  monopoly  of  power  and  of  permanently  excluding  the 
unprivileged  and  the  heterodox ;  but  their  opinions  on  financial, 
economical,  and  commercial  subjects,  on  questions  of  law 
reform,  and  on  colonial  and  international  policy,  were  more 
enlightened  and  philosophical.  As  the  succession  of  debates 
and  motions  in  Parliament,  and  the  changes  in  public  affairs, 
developed  this  antithesis,  and  disclosed  the  true  character  of 
each  political  party,  the  Ministry  lost  its  hold  upon  the  country, 
while  the  Opposition  steadily  advanced  in  public  estimation. 
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It  should  be  observed  that  the  progress  of  legislative  reform 
had  beea  unnaturally  retarded  in  this  country  during  the 
intef?al  between  1792  and  1815  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
time,  and  that  a  vigorous  and  somewhat  enterprising  spirit  was 
repaired  of  a  ministry  at  the  commencement  of  the  peace,  in 
order  to  bring  our  legislation  into  harmony  with  the  growing 
wants  of  the  country,  and  the  advanced  state  of  intelligence. 
This  state  of  things  had  been  owing  partly  to  the  war,  which 
engrossed  the  attention  of  the  Government  and  the  public,  and 
diverted  men's  thoughts  from  internal  improvement;  but 
principally  to  the  French  Revolution,  which  had  engendered  a 
morbid  horror  of  all  innovation,  and  had  produced  a  vindictive 
mistrustful  feeling  in  the  upper  classes  towards  their  inferiors 
in  social  rank.  *  If  any  person  *  (said  Sir  Sam.  Bomilly,  writing 
in  1808)  ^  be  desirous  of  having  an  adequate  idea  of  the  mis- 
'chievous  effects  which  have  been  produced  in  this  country  by 
'the  French  Revolution  and  all  its  attendant  horrors,  he  should 
'attempt  some  legislative  reform  on  humane  and  liberal  prin- 

*  ciplcs.  He  will  then  find,  not  only  what  a  stupid  dread  of 
'innovation,  but  what  a  savage  spirit  it  has  infused  into  the 
'minds  of  many  of  his  countrymen.'*  The  storm  which,  on 
the  Continent,  had  swept  away  all  ancient  institutions,  even 
thoee  which  were  beneficial,  had  in  England  riveted  even  our 
ancient  abuses  to  the  soil.  While  Jacobinism  had,  in  France, 
borne  down  its  opponents,  and  had  therefore  been  eminently 
destructive,  it  had  in  England  only  served  to  rouse  a  spirit  of 
reactionary  alarm,  and  had  therefore  been  eminently  conservative. 

The  almost  unbroken  tenure  of  power  which  the  Tories  had 
enjoyed  for  so  long  a  period  likewise  produced  its  usual  corrupt- 
ing infiuence,  in  creating  a  sense  of  irresponsibility,  and  in 
separatbg  their  interests  and  sympathies  from  those  of  the 
people  at  large.  This  state  of  things  is  disclosed  in  the  letters 
contained  in  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's  new  publication.  In 
admitting  us  behind  the  scenes  of  the  Liverpool  Cabinet,  they 
show  how  much  its  movements  were  determined  by  petty  per- 

*  Mem.  of  Bom.  vol.  ii.  p.  247.  Prof.  Smyth,  in  addressing  his 
class  in  1826,  made  the  following  remark :  — '  You,  who  have  not 

*  exactly  lived  during  the  times  of  the  French  Revolution,  cannot  at 
'all  imagine  how  long  and  how  deeply  it  affected  the  thoughts,  the 

*  feelings,  and  the  interests  of  every  human  being,  without  any  excep- 
*tion,  that  then  existed  in  the  civilised  world.'  {Lectures  on  the 
French  Revolutiotiy  vol.  i.  p.  144.)  The  publication  of  the  Anti- 
Jacobin,  and  its  success,  is  a  striking  proof  how  the  public  attention 
of  England  was  engrossed  with  French  politics,  and  what  were  then 
called  French  principles. 
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sonal  motives ;  how  many  arraDgements  were  in  progreee  in  which 
the  public  interest  was  a  secondary  consideration :  how  much 
certain  families  and  sections  and  interests  had  learned  to  con- 
sider the  Government  as  a  machine  to  be  worked  for  their 
benefit,  or  at  least  under  th^r  direction.  Although  the  feelings 
and  opinions  expressed  in  familiar  letters,  written  without  the 
idea  of  publicity,  cannot  always  be  taken  as  the  deliberate  viewB 
of  the  writer,  yet  it  must  be  admitted  by  the  most  prejudiced 
Tory  that  the  picture  of  the  administration  of  public  affairs, 
during  the  first  years  of  the  reign  of  George  IV.,  presented  by 
these  letters,  is  anything  but  creditable  or  respectable. 

Besides  the  stationary  and  unprogressive  character  which  the 
Liverpool  Ministry  maintuned  at  a  moment  when  the  inaction 
of  twenty-five  years  demanded  of  a  government  a  spirit  of 
active  improvement ;   and  which  therefore  tended  to  lower  the 
esteem  in  which  it  had  been  held ;   there  was  another  circum- 
stance which  operated  against  the  Ministry  at  tlus   time,  as 
compared  with  the  previous  reign.     George  III.  always  exer- 
dsed  a  considerable  influence,  independent  of  his  Ministers. 
His  shrewdness  and  insight  into  men's  motives,  his  moral  and 
respectable  life,  his  sympathies   with  the  prejudices  of    the 
country,  and  his  genuine  wish  to  be  a  good  king,  according  to 
the  measure  of  his  understanding,  gave  him  this  position.     If 
he  wished  to  undermine  or  weaken  his  Ministers,  he  used  this 
influence  against  them ;  if  he  wished  to  support  and  strengthen 
them,  he  used  it  in  their  favour.     But  it  was  a  substantive 
influence,'  which  made  itself  felt  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
his  reign.      Mr.  Fox  and  Lord    Grenville,  in  their  private 
letters,  equally  bear  testimony  to  its  reality.     George  lY.,  on 
the  other  hand,  was  always  unpopular ;  even  before  he  became 
Begent,  his  debts,  his  profligacy,  his  quarrel  with  his  wife,  and 
his  general  character,  had  alienated  the  people  from  him.   During 
his  regency  and  reign,  the  eloquence  of  statesmen,  the  wit  of 
poets,  and  the  scurrility  of  newspapers  and  pamphlets,  were 
equally  employed  in  rendering  him  contemptible  and  odious. 
Lord  Byron  and  Moore  vied  with  one  another  in  lampooning  him 
in  verses  which  the  present  generation  learn  by  heart     When 
at  length  he  secluded  himself  from  the  public  view,  the  popular 
imagination  regarded  him  almost  as  a  Tiberius,  who  had  found 
a  CapresB  in  the  Cottage  in  Windsor  Park.     It  may  therefore 
be  said  that,  from  the  beginning  of  his  Begency  in  1811  to  the 
close  of  his  reign  in  1830,  the  regal  influence  was  limited  to 
the  strict  exercise  of  the  prerogative:    George  lY.  had    no 

Srsonal  influence;    instead  of  his  popularity  supporting  the 
mistry,  the  difficulty  was  for  the  Minis^  to  support  his 
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unpopukrity^  and  to  uphold  the  respect  for  the  Crown  when  it 
encircled  the  head  of  such  a  sovereign. 

The  only  popular  triumphs  which  Geoi^e  IV.  achieved,  were 
his  state  visits  to  Ireland  and  Scotland;  which  were  the  more 
remarkable  as  they  followed  close  upon  the  Queen's  TriaL 
The  following  remarks  of  Lord  Dudley  upon  the  former  visit, 
in  a  letter  of  Nov.  1821,  are,  however,  worthy  of  notice :  — 

'  I  cannot  help  suspecting  that  His  Majesty's  late  journeys  to  see 
his  kingdoms  of  Ireland  and  Hanover  will  not  on  the  whole  redound 
mnch  to  his  honour  or  advantage.  His  manners  no  doubt  are,  when 
he  pleases,  very  graceful  and  captivating.  No  man  knows  better 
how  to  add  to  an  obligation  by  the  way  of  conferring  it.  But,  on  the 
whole,  he  wants  dignity,  not  only  in  the  seclusion  and  familiarity  of 
his  more  private  life,  but  on  public  occasions.  The  secret  of  popu- 
larity in  very  high  stations  seems  to  consist  in  a  somewhat  reserved 
and  lofty,  but  courteous  and  uniform,  behaviour.  Drinking  toasts, 
shaking  people  by  the  hand,  and  calling  them  Jack  and  Tom,  gets 
more  applause  at  the  moment,  but  fails  entirely  in  the  long  run.  He 
seems  to  have  behaved  not  like  a  sovereign  coming  in  pomp  and  state 
to  visit  A  part  of  his  dominions,  but  like  a  popular  candidate  come 
down  upon  an  electioneering  trip.  If  the  day  before  he  left  Ireland 
he  had  stood  for  Dublin,  he  would,  I  dare  say,  have  turned  out  Shaw 
or  Grattan.  Henry  IV.  is  a  dangerous  example  for  sovereigns  that 
are  not,  like  him,  splendid  chevaliers  and  consummate  captains.  Louis 
XIV.,  who  was  never  seen  but  in  a  full-bottomed  wig,  even  by  his 
valet-de^hamhre^  is  a  much  safer  model.'  (Lord  Dudley's  Letters^ 
p.  295.) 

The  letters  recently  published  by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham 
state  that  the  King  diverted  himself  and  his  companions  during 
his  passage  to  Ireland  with  revelry  and  singing,  and  that  he 
arrived  at  the  Phoenix  Park  in  a  state  of  intoxication.  They 
likewise  contain  many  details  respecting  his  private  life  at 
Windsor,  which  show  that  the  popular  feeling  against  him  was 
anvthing  but  unfounded. 

While  the  Liverpool  Administration  from  1815  to  1822,  and 
in  a  less  degree  from  1822  to  1827,  maintained  on  the  whole  a 
stationary  course,  and  at  seasons  of  disturbance  resorted  to 
measures  of  repression  and  coercion,  the  Whig  Opposition 
steadily  enforoed  measures  of  a  liberal  character.  Though  the 
practical  success  of  the  Opposition  was  not  great,  they  prepared 
the  mind  of  the  public  for  political  changes  by  discussion  and 
debate ;  and  by  defending  popular  rights  and  popular  interests, 
they  aequired  a  popularity  which  speedily  deserted  their  Conser- 
vative antagonists.  On  the  questions  of  retrenchment  of  the 
public  expenditure,  of  Criminal  Law  Beform,  of  West  Indian 
Slavery,  of  Popular  Educatioo^  And  of  Parliamentary  Reform^ 
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the  Ministers  were  ranged  on  the  unpopular,  the  Opposition  on 
the  popular  side.  The  commercial  policy  of  the  Liverpool 
Ministry  was  its  brightest  point ;  on  the  Catholic  Question  the 
Cabinet  was  divided. 

The  administration  of  Lord  Liverpool  consists  of  two  well 
marked  periods;  the  first  of  which  may  be  designated  as  the 
nebulous,  the  second  as  the  semiluminous,  period.  The  first, 
which  extends  over  the  ten  years  from  1812  to  1822,  is  dis- 
tinguished by  the  leadership  of  Lord  Castlereagh  in  the  House 
of  Uommons.  The  second,  lasting  for  the  five  years  from  1822 
to  1827,  is  distinguished  by  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Canning  in 
the  same  assembly. 

The  post  of  ministerial  leader  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to 
which  Mr.  Canning  was  promoted  in  September  1822,  at  tbe 
age  of  fifty-two,  was  one  to  which  he  had,  some  years  before, 
aspired.  When  the  Portland  Administration  was  approaching 
its  end,  Mr.  Canning  had  two  rivals  in  the  Cabinet,  Lora 
Castlereagh  and  Mr.  Perceval.  To  Lord  Castlereagh  he  ob- 
jected as  unfit  for  the  War  department,  and  the  unfortunate 
issue  of  the  Walcheren  expedition  rendered  his  competition  in- 
nocuous. But  Mr.  Perceval  was  a  more  formidable  rival ;  and 
when  he  was  preferred  by  the  King  for  the  situation  of  Prime 
Minister,  to  which  Mr.  Canning  advanced  his  claims,  the  latter 
retired  from  the  Cabinet.  If  Mr.  Canning  had,  at  the  Duke  of 
Portland's  resignation  in  1809,  retained  the  seals  of  Foreign 
Secretary,  he  would  doubtless  have  become  the  political  heir  of 
Mr.  Perceval,  after  his  assassination  in  the  spring  of  1812.  As 
it  was,  the  oflSce  of  Foreign  Secretary,  with  the  lead  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  passed  to  Lord  Castlereagh  at  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Liverpool  Ministry :  and  although  Lord  Liverpool 
shortly  afterwards  proposed  to  Mr.  Canning  an  arrangement  by 
which  he  should  resume  the  Foreign  department,  he  refused  the 
offer,  because  it  was  intended  that  Lord  Castlereagh  should  re- 
tain the  lead  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Those  who  now  pre- 
ferred Lord  Castlereagh  to  his  rival  Mr.  Canning  as  leader  were 
influenced  partly  by  the  recollection  of  their  quarrel  in  1809,  as 
to  which  the  general  sympathy  was  with  Lord  Castlereagh.  Mr. 
Canning  had  been  Foreign  Secretary  when  the  Spanish  insur- 
rection broke  out ;  it  was  he  who  initiated  the  Peninsular  war, 
and  sent  Sir  Arthur  WeUesley  to  Portugal;  and  if  he  had 
been  Foreign  Secretary  at  the  time  of  Napoleon's  fall,  his 
political  position  in  1814  would  have  been  one  of  great  emi- 
nence and  splendour,  although  he  might  not  have  been  min- 
isterial leader  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The  Peninsular  war, 
which  originated  in  his  policy,  would,  under  his  official  guidance. 
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have  been  brought  to  a  successful  issue,  and  he  might  have  con- 
cluded the  peace.  As  it  was,  Lord  Castlereagh  obtained  the 
credit  which  accrued  to  the  Ministry  from  the  great  events  of 
1814  and  1815;  and  ho  was  raised  to  a  pinnacle  of  fame  and 
influence  from  which  he  looked  down  upon  the  comparatively 
obscure  and  powerless  condition  of  his  unsuccessful  rival.  Hav- 
ing, through  a  fortunate  combination  of  circumstances,  reached 
this  elevation,  his  intrepidity,  his  directness,  his  firmness  of 
purpose,  his  immovable  calmness,  the  dignity  of  his  personal 
demeanour,  and  his  other  moral  qualifications  for  the  post  of 
leader,  enabled  him  to  retain  in  the  House  of  Commons  an  as- 
cendancy which  his  abilities,  knowledge,  and  eloquence  would 
never  have  given  him.*  Lord  Dudley  considers  the  career  of 
Lord  Castlereagh,  compared  with  that  of  Mr.  Canning,  to  afibrd 
an  illustration  of  Voltaire's  saying,  ^  that  a  man's  success  in  life 
'  depends  less  on  his  talents  than  on  the  force  of  his  character.' 
Voltaire's  exainples  are  Mazarin  and  De  Betz ;  to  which  Lord 
Dudley  adds  Bolingbroke  and  Walpole.  Lord  Castlereagh 
did  not  indeed  possess  those  advantages  which  aristocratic  birth 
and  education  have  conferred  on  many  of  our  statesmen.  His 
knowledge,  whether  constitutional,  historical,  or  classical,  was 
of  the  most  limited  sort ;  he  belonged  to  the  illiterate  school  of 
politicians,  and  would  doubtless  have  sympathised  heartily  with 
the  modem  dictum  that  more  instruction  is  to  be  derived  from 
one  number  of  the '  Times'  than  from  the  history  of  Thucydides. 
His  political  life  had  however  begun  at  an  early  age ;  he  had  been 
the  Irish  ministerial  leader  at  the  time  of  the  Kebellion  and  the 
Union ;  his  parliamentary  and  official  experience  bad  been  ex- 
tensive ;  and  hb  mode  of  transacting  the  business  of  the  English 
House  of  Commons  was  such  as  to  satisfy  that  somewhat  fasti- 
dious assembly,  even  at  a  time  when  its  intellectual  standard  was 
high.  He  navigated  the  ship  of  the  State  through  the  syrtes  of 
the  distress  and  disaffection  of  1817  and  181 9 ;  he  withstood  the 
shock  of  the  Queen's  trial,  and  when  the  short  attack  of  insanity 
supervened  which  brought  his  life  to  a  premature  close  at  the 
age  of  fifty-three,  he  seemed  to  have  taken  a  new  lease  of  power* 

*  A  favourable,  but  not  unjust  estimate  of  Lord  Castlereagh's  qua- 
lifications for  the  post  of  ministerial  leader  is  given  by  Mr.  Twiss,  in 
his  *  Life  of  Eldon,'  vol.  ii.  p.  462.  See  also  Lord  Brougham's  sketch, 
'Statesmen,'  vol.  iL  pp.  109-117,  which  he  concludes  with  this  re- 
mark : —  'Lord  Castlereagh  is  certainly  the  most  striking  example  of 
'  the  effects  produced  by  our  parliamentary  system  of  government,  in 
'  most  unjustly  lowering  the  reputation  of  public  men  who  happen 
*  not  to  succeed  in  debate.' 
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Yet  Lord  Castlereagh's  death,  however  firm  his  tenure  of 
power  may  have  seemed  to  be  when  It  occurred,  must  be 
considered  to  have  contributed  materially  to  the  duration  of  the 
Liverpool  Administration.  Like  Mr.  Canning,  he  was  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Catholic  claims  ;  and  both  belonged  to  the  school 
of  Pitt,  rather  than  of  Perceval.  But  Lord  Castlereagh  had^ 
from  his  experience  of  the  Irish  rebellion,  contracted  a  fondness 
for  a  strong  coercive  Government,  at  a  period  of  disturbance  ; 
and  his  views  of  domestic  policy,  though  sufficiently  definite^ 
were  founded  upon  this  narrow  basis.     His  views  of  foreign 

Slitics,  on  the  other  hand,  were  not  clear  or  independent, 
uring  the  eventful  period  from  1812  to  1815,  he  had 
administered  the  Foreign  Office,  principally  as  a  War  Minister. 
When  peace  returned,  and  the  settlement  of  Europe  was  to  be 
made,  his  judgment  was  chiefly  guided  by  a  view  of  the 
evils  ttom  which  the  country  had  just  escaped ;  his  main  object, 
therefore,  was  to  obliterate  the  traces  of  the  French  influence 
over  Europe,  and  to  build  up  dykes  against  the  perils  of  another 
French  inundation.  Hence  he  adopted  too  implicitly  the  views 
of  Metternich,  and  the  other  ministers  of  the  gr^t  deq>otic 
courts,  with  which  he  had  recently  acted,  in  the  final  stru^le 
against  Napoleon  ;  and  he  saw  no  danger  to  Europe,  provided 
the  alliance  of  Russia,  Austria,  and  Prussia  maintained  the 
combined  action  and  military  resources  of  those  Governments. 
One  of  the  most  prominent  feelings  of  the  English  statesmen 
who  lived  during  the  war  with  Napoleon,  was  a  conviction  of 
the  advantages  of  peace,  and  a  desire  to  preserve  it  unbroken. 
Li  this  laudable  feeling,  Lord  Castlereagh  strongly  participated ; 
but,  in  seeking  to  multiply  the  securities  for  peace,  he  over- 
looked the  incidental  evils  which  these  securities  engendered. 
The  Congress  of  the  three  despotic  Powers,  which  had  been 
instituted  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  France  within  bounds, 
and  of  maintaining  the  peace  of  Europe,  began  to  be  used  for 
the  purpose  of  suppressing  popular  movements  in  other  States, 
on  the  plea  that  revolutionary  excesses  might  tend  to  war,  and 
that  Jacobinism  might  light  up  a  conflagration  in  Europe. 
Hence  the  Holy  Alliance  (the  principles  of  which  Lord  Castle- 
reagh had  tacitly  favoured)  became  a  military  league,  not  so 
much  for  the  preservation  of  European  peace,  as  for  the  sup- 
pression of  European  freedom,  and  the  confirmatioi^  of  European 
despotism.  In  this  armed  conspiracy  of  despots  against  the 
liberties  of  Europe,  Lord  Castlereagh  was  believed  to  be  an 
accomplice  ;  and  it  is  certain;  that  if  he  did  not  actively  promote 
its  operations,  he  did  not  actively  remonstrate  against  its  policy, 
or  throw  the  influence  of  England  openly  into  the  opposite  scale. 
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It  may  be  added,  that  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  he  disregarded 
the  a^urances  which  had  been  given  by  the  German  Govern- 
ments,  in  appealing  to  the  spirit  of  national  independence  against 
Napoleon.  When  the  despotic  Governments  were  weak,  and 
wished  to  rouse  the  popular  feeling  against  the  common  enemy, 
they  encouraged  hopes  of  the  establishment  of  free  institutions 
at  the  restoration  of  peace :  but  when  peace  was  restored,  these 
promises  were  forgotten.  Lord  Castlereagh,  though  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  principal  free  Government  in  Europe,  did  nothing 
to  recall  the  memory  of  these  promises.  He  even  allowed  the 
pledges  of  English  officers  in  Italy  to  be  violated  by  the  annexa- 
tion of  Genoa  to  Piedmont.  Justice  to  the  weaker  States  was 
overlooked,  in  deference  to  his  avowed  paramount  object,  the  re- 
establishment  and  re-organisation  of  the  two  great  monarchies  of 
Austria  and  Prussia,  which  (as  he  truly  said)  had  been  nearly 
destroyed  by  the  war.  The  military  position  of  these  two  States 
was  the  canon  which  determined  the  re-adjustment  of  boundaries, 
under  his  auspices,  in  1815.  Owing  to  this  policy  and  these 
opinions.  Lord  Castlereagh  became  in  the  last  years  of  his  life  a 
highly  unpopular  Minister :  he  continued,  however,  to  enjoy  the 
fisivour  of  George  the  Fourth,  and  to  receive  the  support  of  the 
large  and  still  unbroken  Tory  party,  as  well  as  of  the  unreformed 
House  of  Commons,  in  which  the  direct  popular  element  was 
weak. 

Mr.  Canning  had  been  from  his  first  introduction  into  Par- 
liament, a  follower  of  Pitt,  and  had  no  political  connexion  with 
the  Whigs.  He  was  a  determined  opponent  of  Parliamentary 
Beform,  and  had  defended  the  existing  constitution  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  in  some  of  his  most  elaborate  and  effective 
speeches.  But  he  was  a  man  of  far  more  knowledge  and 
capacity  than  Lord  Castlereagh;  of  a  more  elastic  under- 
standing, and  of  a  more  independent  judgment.  He  could 
appreciate  more  quickly  and  truly  the  changes  in  the  circumh- 
stances  of  the  time,  and  adapt  himself  to  them  with  greater 
readiness.  His  views  of  foreign  politics  were  more  national, 
and  less  identified  with  those  of  the  great  despotic  courts — with 
that  system  which,  in  the  phraseology  of  the  day,  was  called  the 
Holy  Alliance.  His  political  connexions,  moreover,  lay  among 
persons  of  more  liberal  views  in  commercial  and  financial  afiairs. 
At  the  beginning  of  1823,  soon  after  his  assumption  of  the  lead, 
Mr.  Vansittart  was  created  Lord  Bexley,  and  succeeded  Mr.  B. 
Bathurst  as  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster.  His  office 
of  Finance  Minister  devolved  on  Mr.  Fred.  Bobinson,  who 
resigned  the  Presidency  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  Mr. 
fiuskisson.     The  latter  entered  the  Cabinet  in  the  autumn  of 
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the  same  year,  In  1814,  the  Liverpool  Cabinet  had  been 
represented  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Lord  Castlereagh, 
Mr.  Vansittart,  Mr.  Braprge  Bathurst,  and  Mr.  Wellesley  Pole ; 
in  1823,  it  was  represented  there  by  Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  Peel, 
Mr.  Fred.  Bobinson,  Mr.  Huskisson,  and  Mr.  Charles  Wynn. 
This  alteration  in  the  cast  of  parts  betokened  a  great  advance 
towards  a  more  liberal  composition  of  the  Ministry.  Mr.  F. 
Bobinson  and  Mr.  Huskisson  held  sound  economical  opinions, 
and  were  disposed  to  move  as  far  and  as  fast  in  the  direction  of 
free-trade  as  the  protected  interests  would  permit.  jMf.  C. 
Wynn  had  been  a  member  of  the  Grcnville  party;  he  had 
once  acted  with  the  Whigs,  and  was  a  friend  of  Catholic 
Emancipation.  Mr.  Peel,  though  the  leader  of  the  anti- 
Catholics  in  the  House  of  Com^nons,  and  addicted  to  a  narrow 
creed  on  all  religious  questions,  was  enlightened  and  liberal  in 
his  economical  views.  When  out  of  oflSce,  he  had  been  Chair- 
man of  the  Bank  Committee,  and  had  introduced  and  carried, 
in  1819,  the  Bill  by  which  the  convertibility  of  the  bank-note 
was  re-established,  although  he  had  entered  on  the  inquiry  with 
opposite  opinions  to  those  he  was  led  by  the  evidence  to  adopt. 
On  questions  of  criminal  jurisprudence,  likewise,  his  opinions 
were  far  in  advance,  not  only  of  Lord  Eldon  and  the  Crown 
lawyers,  but  also  of  Lord  Liverpool  and  Lord  Castlereagh ;  and, 
as  Home  Secretary,  he  gave  practical  effect  to  the  doctrines 
which  Sir  Samuel  Bomilly  and  Sir  James  Mackintosh  had  in 
vain  attempted  to  enforce.* 

The  policy  pursued  by  Mr.  Canning  as  Foreign  Minister 
likewise  served  to  give  a  more  liberal  chanacter  to  the  Ministry, 
and  to  bring  it  more  into  accordance  with  the  general  feeling  of 
the  country.  The  first  principle  which  Mr.  Canning  lidd  down 
on  receiving  the  seals  of  the  Foreign  Department,  and  upon 
which  he  consistently  acted,  was  to  destroy  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Alliance,  to  separate  England  from  the  union  of  conti* 
nental  sovereigns,  and  to  make  the  maintenance  of  British 
interests  the  main  consideration  of  his  policy.  The  remonstrances 
of  England  were  disregarded  at  the  congresses  of  Laybach  and 
Verona ;  but  by  the  open  exercise  of  the  influence  of  Eng- 
land, Mr.  Canning  succeeded  in  dissolving  the  alliance  of  the 

*  Mr.  Peel  said  in  the  House  of  Commons,  May  1827,  in  his  ex- 
planations of  his  grounds  for  refusing  to  join  Mjr.  Canning's  Ministry : 
—  *  Tory  as  I  am,  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  reflect,  that  no  law  stands 

*  on^the  Statute  Book  in  connexion  with  my  name,  which  has  not  for 

*  its  oh^ecjt  the  mitigation  of  the  severity  of  the  Criminal  Law,  and  the 
'prevention  of  any  abuse  in  the  administration  of  justice.' 
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great  despotic  courts.  Though  he  was  not  able  to  avert  tlie 
French  inyasion  of  Spain,  for  the  sake  of  suppressing  the 
Spanish  constitution,  he  succeeded  in  making  it  an  exclusively 
French  operation,  and  in  preventing  it  from  being  a  joint  act 
of  European  police.  The  Portuguese  expedition  prevented  the 
invasion  of  that  kingdom.  He  resisted  the  attempts  of  France 
and  Russia  to  assist  Spain  in  recovering  her  American  pos- 
sessions; and  he  recognised  the  independence  of  the  Spanish 
colonies  on  the  mainland  of  America,  as  well  as  of  Brazil.  The 
latter  was  the  principal  positive  result  of  his  administration  of 
the  Foreign  OflSce ;  he  carried  it  against  the  general  opposition 
of  Europe,  without  causing  a  war ;  and  Mr.  Stapleton  informs 
us  that  he  met  with  so  much  resistance  either  from  the  King, 
or  in  the  Cabinet,  that  he  was  twice  on  the  point  of  resigning 
the  seals  of  his  office  before  the  final  decision  to  recognise  the 
independence  of  the  new  states  was  taken.  The  Treaty  of 
London,  which  secured  the  final  liberation  of  Greece,  and  united 
this  country  to  France  and  Russia  for  the  emancipation  of  the 
Hellenic  people,  was  also  the  work  of  his  bold  and  farsighted 
diplomacy ;  and  no  English  statesman  of  modern  times  has  left 
on  the  continent  of  Europe  a  name  so  identified  with  a  great 
and  generous  policy. 

The  Tory  Government,  having  successfully  encountered 
the  discontents  and  disturbances  engendered  by  the  distress 
in  the  first  years  of  the  Peace,  and  having  outlived  the  terrible 
earthquake  of  the  Queen's  trial,  had  at  this  time  arrived  at  a 
period  of  prosperity,  and  (with  the  exception  of  Ireland)  of 
internal  tranquillity.  It  rested  on  the  united  strength  of  its 
party,  now  consolidated  by  a  nearly  continuous  tenure  of  office 
for  forty-three  years.  It  was  moreover  represented  in  the 
House  of  Commons  by  leaders  of  undoubted  ability,  whose 
opinions  w6re  as  enlightened  as  their  party  connexions  per- 
mitted. In  this  state  of  things.  Lord  Liverpool  was  on  the 
17th  of  February  1827,  soon  after  the  opening  of  the  session, 
seized  with  an  attack  of  paralysis,  from  which  he  never  reco- 
vered, and  which  terminated  his  political  life.*  Although  Lord 
Liverpool  was  not  an  important  man,  he  filled  an  important 
position,  and  his  death  was  immediately  attended  by  important 
consequences.  Without  being  the  capital  of  the  column,  he 
was  the  keystone  of  the  arch. .  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  after  him 
Mr.  Canning,  may,  each  in  his  turn,  have  been  the  leading  man 
in    the  Ministry ;  but  Lord  Liverpoors  death  showed  that  he 

•  He  died  on  the  4th  of  Dec  1828,  aged  fifty-eight  years. 
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was  necessary  for  reconciling  the  personal  rivalries  and  political 
differences  of  a  Cabinet  which  was  divided  on  the  principal 
question  of  the  day —  Catholic  Emancipation ;  and  that  he  per- 
formed the  most  important  function  of  a  Prime  Minister,  that  of 
keeping  his  cabinet  together.* 

In  order  to  explain  the  state  of  parties  at  this  crisis,  it  is 
necessary  that  we  should  trace  the  recent  history  of  the  Catholic 
Question,  upon  which  the  ministerial  negotiations  mainly  turned. 

The  partial  successes  in  favour  of  the  Catholic  claims  which 
had  been  obtained  under  the  pressure  of  the  war  in  1812  and 
1813,  had  not  been  followed  up  in  the  two  anxious  and  agitated 
years  of  1814  and  1815  ;  but  in  1816  resolutions  in  favour  of 
the  Catholics  were  negatived  in  both  Houses.  The  return  of 
peace  had  given  fresh  confidence  to  the  anti-Catholic  party,  by 
diminishing  the  dangers  of  internal  discord,  and  removing  the  fe^ 
of  an  invasion.  *  As  the  fear  of  Bonaparte  subsided '  (says  Mr. 
Stapleton\  *  the  dread  of  the  Pope  arose ;  and  when  Mr.  Canning 
^  accepted  office  in  1816,  the  opinions  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
^  population  of  England  had  become,  more  than  they  had  been, 
'hostile  to  emancipation.'  It  was  not,  however,  so  much  an 
increased  fear  of  the  Pope,  as  a  diminished  fear  of  the  con- 
sequences of  Irish  misgovern  men t,  which  produced  this  change 
of  opinion  in  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Canning,  conscious  of 
the  strength  of  the  anti-Catholic  feeling  in  England,  declared 
that  the  Catholic  Question  must  '  win,  not  force,  its  way.' 
Unluckily,  however,  it  was  destined  not  to  win  its  way  by 
reason,  but  to  force  its  way  by  threats.  The  prospects  of  the 
measure  somewhat  improved  in  the  following  years;  as  in  1821 
a  Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Catholics  passed  the  Commons,  and 
was  sent  up  to  the  Lords.  In  1825,  after  both  Houses  had 
agreed  to  a  Bill  for  suppressing  the  Catholic  Association,  which 
had  commenced  its  agitation  in  1823,  three  Bills  were  introduced 
into  the  House  of  Commons;  the  first,  removing  the> disabilities 
of  the  Catholics  ;  the  second,  including  a  provision  for  the 
Catholic  clergy  of  Ireland ;  the  third,  disfranchising  the  Irish 
405.  freeholders.  The  first  of  these  Bills  passed  the  House  of 
Commons ;  but  was  rejected  in  the  Lords.  The  other  two  mea- 
sures had  made  progress  in  the  Commons,  but  were  abandoned  in 
consequence  of  the  loss  of  the  main  Bill  in  the  Lords.    Sanguine 

*  See  the  character  of  Lord  Liverpool  in  Twiss's  Life  of  Lord 
EldoD,  voL  ii.  p.  687.  There  are  likewise  estimates  of  him  in  Ann. 
Reg.  1827,  p.  90. ;  and  in  Rush's  First  Residence  at  the  Court  of 
London,  p.  46.,  the  latter  of  whom  remarks  of  Lord  Liverpool's 
Cabinet,  that  '  if  he  was  not  the  ablest  man  of  the  body,  he  was  es- 
<  sentially  its  head.' 
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hopee  had  been  entertiuned  in  this  year^  that  the  increased 
knowle(%e  of  the  state  of  Ireland^  and  the  progress  of  reason^ 
woaM  have  led  to  the  peaceable  adjustment  of  the  entire  ques- 
tion. Mr.  Peel,  the  anti*Catholic  leader  in  the  House  of  Com- 
ID0I18,  tendered  to  Lord  Liverpool  the  resignation  of  his  office  in 
consequence  of  the  decision  to  which  that  House  had  come,  in  * 
order  to  facilitate  the  settlement  of  the  question.*  The  assent 
of  Parliament  to  the  measure  for  suppressing  the  Catholic 
Association,  and  the  refusal  of  the  House  of  Lords  to  pass  the 
Bill  for  the  relief  of  Catholic  disabilities,  indicated  a  determined 
spirit  of  intolerance,  injustice,  and  coercion,  which  could  not  fail 
to  extinguish  all  hopes  of  conciliation,  and  to  exasperate  the 
Irish  leaders.  The  animosity,  the  virulence,  the  menaces  of 
the  Catholic  agitators  were  redoubled  by  this  decision  of  the 
House  of  Lords.  But  though  statesmen  might  see  that 
this  exacerbation  of  symptoms  was  only  an  additional  reason 
for  a  gentle  and  soothing  treatment,  the  spirit  of  the  English 
peofde  rose  against  threats  ;  and  when  the  Catholic  Question 
was  brought  forward  in  March,  1827,  by  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
his  motion,  contrary  to  Mr.  Canning's  expectation,  was  lost;  it 
was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  276  to  272.  This  retrograde 
movement  was  dioubtless  the  effect  of  the  reaction  of  English 
opinion  against  the  increased  violence  of  the  Lrish  agitators. 
At  this  moment,  therefore,  the  breach  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  was  wider  than  it  had  been  at  any  time  since  the 
Union ;  and  the  prospect  of  a  tranquil  settlement  seemed  more 
remote  than  ever.  Ireland  was  becoming  more  stubborn,  in* 
sultbg,  and  disaffected ;  Great  Britain,  more  intolerant,  angry, 
and  oppressive. 

It  was  in  this  state  of  things  that  the  negotiations  for  the  re* 
ccmstruction  of  the  Cabinet  were  to  be  commenced.  Partly  from 
a  temporary  uncertainty  as  to  the  effects  of  Lord  Liverpool's 
seizure,  and  partly  from  the  indecision  of  the  King  and  the  po- 

*  This  fact  was  stated  by  Mr.  Peel  in  the  House  of  Commonfif, 
March  6.  1829,  and  was  the  subject  of  further  explanation,  on  June 
19. 1846,  in  consequence  of  the  charges  made  by  Lord  G.  Bentinck 
and  Mr.  Disraeli.  Sir  Robert  Peel  then  showed  that,  in  consequence 
of  bis  political  position  after  the  third  reading  of  the  Catholic  Relief 
Bill  bj  the  House  of  Commons,  he  signified  to  Lord  Liverpool  his 
wish  to  resign,  soon  after  May  10.  1825 ;  and  that  he  was  induced  to 
ftbandon  this  resolution,  in  consequemce  of  the  rejection  of  the  Bill 
I7  the  House  of  Lords.  Lord  Grenville,  in  letters  of  April  and  May 
1B26,  expresses  a  confident  opinion  that  the  settlement  of  the  Catho- 
Be  question  is  at  hand,  and  cannot  be  long  delayed.  (Mem.  of  Court 
of  George  IV.,  vol.  ii.  p.  245-63.) 
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litical  diflSculties  of  the  moment,  there  ensued  a  long  ministerial 
interregnum,  during  which  the  business  of  Parliament  was  to  a 
great  extent  suspended.  The  main  obstacles  to  an  arrangement 
arose  from  the  threatening  state  of  Ireland,  the  repugnance  of 
the  King  to  the  removal  of  the  Catholic  disabilities,  and  the 
division  of  opinion  on  that  question  among  the  leading  members 
of  the  Tory  party.  As  soon  as  Lord  Liverpool's  state  was  as- 
certained, negotiations  were  commenced  between  the  chief  mem- 
bers of  his  Cabinet  respecting  the  choice  of  a  person  to  supply 
his  place.  Mr.  Canning  aspired  to  the  post  of  Prime  Minister  ; 
and  his  political  standing,  his  unrivalled  eloquence,  his  ability 
in  counsel,  and  his  political  experience,  pointed  him  out  as  the 
natural  successor  of  Lord  Liverpool.  But  his  opinions  on  the 
Catholic  Question  were  distasteful  to  the  King,  and  to  the  balk 
of  the  party  by  which  the  late  Cabinet  had  been  supported.  It 
may  be  added  that,  except  in  Ireland,  they  were  unpopular ; 
they  were  not  shared  by  any  large  class  either  in  England  or 
Scotland ;  and  they  were  adverse  to  the  religious  sentiments  of 
the  people.  The  two  most  important  persons  in  the  anti-Catholic 
party  were  Mr.  Peel  and  the  Duke  of  Wellington :  the  former 
as  being  thei;r  ablest  speaker  and  their  leader  in  the  House  of 
Commons ;  the  latter  on  account  of  his  high  rank,  his  splendid 
military  reputation,  his  force  of  character,  and  his  honesty  of 
purpose.  Since  the  death  of  Lord  Londonderry,  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  had  been  the  leader  of  the  high  Tory  section  of  the 
Cabinet,  which  was  hostile  to  Mr.  Canning,  and  which  represented 
the  traditions  of  the  foreign  policy  of  his  predecessor.  The  per- 
sonal relations  of  Mr.  Peel  with  Mr.  Canning  were  more 
friendly ;  but  the  inconsistency  of  their  positions  as  leaders  of 
the  pro-Catholic  and  anti-Catholic  parties  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  respectively,  produced  an  active  feeling  of  political 
rivalry  and  jealousy  between  them.* 

*  Mr.  Fremantle,  in  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  of  Sept. 
29.  1823,  says  :  '  I  conceive  that  nothing  can  be  more  unfriendly 

*  than  the  footing  on  which  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Canning 

*  stand ;  for,  independent  of  the  measure  of  Lord  Maryborough, 
*'  the  whole  foreign  diplomacy  and  policy  is  carried  on  without  the 

*  Duke's  intervention,  whereas  in  Lord  Londonderry's  time  not  a  step 
'  even  of  the  smallest  import,  was  taken  without  his  participation  and 

*  concurrence.'  {Mem.  of  Court  of  George  I V.^  vol.  ii.  p.  7.)  In  another 
letter  of  June  19.  1824,  he  says  :  *  The  language  of  the  Tory  party, 
*■  both  of  the  old  and  present  Court,  is  universal  and  undisguised  abuse 
'  of  Canning.'  (lb.  p.  91.)  Mr.  Plumer  Ward,  in  a  letter  of  Sept.  28. 
1824,  says,  in  speaking  of  the  superiority  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington's 
party  in  the  Cabinet:  *  Neither  he  (Mr.  Canning),  nor  Lord  Liverpool 
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In  an  interview  with  the  King  on  the  27th  of  March,  Mr. 
Canning,  being  asked  for  his  advice,  had  counselled  His  Majesty 
to  form  a  government  composed  exclusively  of  persons  hostile  to 
the  Catholics^  and  signified  his  own  willingness  to  resign  in  order 
to  facilitate  such  an  arrangement.  This  offer  the  Eling  rejected, 
declaring  his  wish  to  retain  Mr.  Canning  in  the  service  of  the 
Crown ;  but  he  proposed  that  a  peer  of  anti-Catholic  opinions 
should  be  made  Prime  Minister.  Mr.  Canning  then  declared 
that  he  could  not  consent  to  be  excluded  from  that  post  on  ac- 
count of  his  opinions,  and  that  he  could  only  retain  office  on  con- 
dition of  having  the  substantive  power  of  First  Minister.  He 
objected  to  what  he  styled  'the  superinduction  of  an  anti- 
*  Catholic  iFirst  Minister  over  his  head.'  With  this  mutual  expla- 
nation^ they  parted ;  and  nothing  was  then  decided.  It  appears 
that  some  days  afterwards  a  plan  was  discussed  between  Mr. 
Canning  and  the  Duke  of  Wellington  of  raising  Mr.  Fred. 
Hobinson  to  the  Peerage,  and  of  placing  him  at  the  head  of  the 
Treasury.  Mr.  Canning's  object  in  making  this  suggestion 
seems  to  have  been  to  keep  the  office  of  Foreign  Secretary, 
which  he  preferred  to  any  other ;  his  intention,  however,  as  he 
subsequently  explained  it,  was,  that  he,  and  not  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  should  be  the  *  First  Minister.'  As  Mr. 
Hobinson's  opinions  respecting  the  Catholic  Question  agreed 
with  Mr.  Canning's,  the  end  which  the  King  and  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  had  in  view  would  not  have  been  attained  by 
this  arrangement.  Mr.  Peel  did  not  put  himself  forward  as 
a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Prime  Minister,  and  apparently  did 
not  wish  to  become  Lord  Liverpool's  successor;  he  deferred  to 
the  prior  claims  which  seniority  at  least  gave  to  Mr.  Canning ; 
but  he  informed  Mr.  Canning  of  his  intention  to  resign,  if  a 
person  favourable  to  the  Catholics  should  be  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  Government.  One  reason  which  he  alleged  for  this  de- 
dsion  was  the  necessity  of  an  agreement  between  the  opinions 
of  the  Home  Secretary,  who  was  responsible  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland*,  and  the  Prime  Minister,  on  the  Catholic  Ques- 

*  conceal  their  feeling  as  to  the  preponderance ;  a  feeling  that  breaks 

*  out  into  downright  complaints  of  personal  impropriety  and  unfairness. 

*  From  this,  however,  Canning  always  excepts  Peel,  who,  he  says, 
'  though  he  has  opposed  him,  has  always  done  it  in  a  fair,  open,  manly 

*  manner.     On  the  other  hand,  the  Duke  says,  he  (Canning)  is  not  to 

*  be  trusted,  and  the  great  corpus  delicti  is  not  only  his  disposition  to 

*  ran  counter  to  Lord  Londonderry's  policy  and  system,  but  his  seem- 

*  ing  personal  run  at  his  individual  acts,  schemes,  and  friends.*  {Mem. 
of  Court  of  George  IV.,  vol.  ii.  p.  126.) 

•  The  reason  was  stated  by  Mr.  Peel  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
his  speech  of  May  1.  1827. 
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tion ;  but  Mr.  Canning  obviated  this  difficulty  by  an  ofkt  of  the 
Foreign  Department.  On  the  9th  of  April  Mr.  Peel,  haying 
had  an  interview  with  the  King,  came  to  Mr.  Canning,  and  by 
His  Majesty's  command  proposed  the  selection  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  for  the  post  of  Prime  Minister  as  a  solution  of  all 
difficulties.  To  this  proposal  Mr.  Canning  refused  to  accede ; 
so  that  the  negotiations  of  nearly  two  months  had  only  brought 
matters  between  the  two  personsi^  who  were  the  real  party 
leaders,  to  this  point :  namely,  that  Mr.  Peel  would  not  serve 
under  Mr.  Canning  as  Prime  Minister,  and  that  Mr.  Canning 
would  not  agree  to  the  Prime  Minister  proposed  by  Mr.  PeeL^ 
The  time  was  now  come  when  the  knot  which  could  not  be 
untied  must  be  cut;  and  the  King  solved  the  problem  by  giving 
to  Mr.  Canning,  on  the  10th  of  April,  a  commission  to  propose 
a  plan  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  Ministry.  Upon  receiving 
this  commission,  Mr.  Canning  lost  no  time  in  communicating  to 
each  of  his  late  colleagues  the  commands  which  he  had  received 
from  the  King :  at  the  same  time,  he  announced  to  them  his 
wish  of  adhering  to  the  principles  on  which  Lord  Liverpool's 
Government  had  so  long  acted  together.  In  a  short  time,  Mr. 
Canning  received  from  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  Lord  Eldon, 
Lord  Westmoreland,  Lord  Bathurst,  Lord  Melville,  and  Mn 
Peel,  refusals  to  join  a  Ministry  of  which  he  should  be  the  head. 
The  Duke  of  Wellington  likewise  resigned  the  office  of  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, which  he  had  held  in  connexion  with  the 
Master-Generalship  of  the  Ordnance.  The  only  members  of 
the  late  Cabinet  who  consented  to  form  part  of  a  Canning  Ad- 
ministration were  Lord  Harrowby,  Lord  Bexley,  Mr.  Fred. 

•  Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  a  letter  dated  Abbotsford,  May  10.  1827, 
says :  —  'I  understand  Peel  had  from  the  King  carte  blanche  for  an 

*  anti-Catholic  Administration,  and  that  he  could  not  accept  it  be- 

*  cause  there  was  not  strength  enough  to  form  such.'  {Lockharfs 
lAfe  of  Scott,)  Sir  Walter  Scott  had  good  political  information  from 
his  Tory  connexions  in  London ;  but  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  Bang  gave  to  Mr.  Peel  any  such  authority,  or  that  His  Ma- 
jesty ever  seriously  entertained  the  idea  of  a  Ministry  formed  on  this 
principle.  In  Raikes'  Journal,  July  7.  1836,  the  following  statement 
occurs : — *  In  the  year  1827  Lord  Grey  had  nearly  joined  the  Tory 

*  ranks  ;  he  used  to  meet  the  Duke  of  Wellington  frequently  at  Lord 
'  Lauderdale's,  and,  after  the  death  of  Lord  Liverpool,  was  absolutely 

*  proposed  to  the  King  as  Premier,  the  Duke  remaining  Secretary  for 

*  Foreign  Affairs  ;  but  George  IV.  would  not  forget  his  personal  an- 
^  tipathy  to  him,  and  sent  for  Canning.'  It  is  certain  that  there  was 
no  question  of  Lord  Grey  as  Minister  after  Lord  Liverpool's  seizure, 
and  that  no  overture  of  any  kind  was  then  made  to  him. 
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RobinMHiy  Mr.  Haskifison,  and  Mr.  C.  Wynn.       In  conse- 
quence of  the  reftisal  of  junction  from   nearly  all  the  anti* 
CatboHc    members  of   tbe  late  Government,    Mr.    Canning 
opened  a  n^otiation  with  Lord  Lanadowne  and  the  Whigs^ 
wbiehy  however,  for  the  present  led  to  no  result.     His  Cabinet 
was  then  formed  in  the  following  manner :  Mr.  Canning  himself 
(after  the  example  of  Pitt,  Addington,  and  Perceval),  held  the 
offices  of  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, in  conjimction.     Sir  John  Copley,  created  Lord  Lynd- 
irarst,  became  Lord  Chancellor ;  Lord  Harrowby,  Lord  Bexley, 
Mr.  Hosldsaon  and  Mr.  Wynn  retained  the  offices  which  they 
had  held  under  Lord  Liverpool     The  Duke  of  Portland  became 
Privy  SeaL   Mr.  Stuiges  Bourne  received  the  Seals  of  the  Home, 
and  Lord  Dudley  those  of  the  Foreign  Department.    Mr.  Fred. 
Robinson,  created  Lord  Goderich,  became  Colonial  Secretary;  and 
Lord  Palmerston,  as  Secretary-at-War,  which  office  he  had  held 
in  Lord  Liverpool's  Government,  obtained,  for  the  first  time,  a 
seat  in  the  Cabinet.     The  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  was  not 
put  in  commission,  but  was  conferred  on  the  Duke  of  Clarence, 
without  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet.     As  a  proof  of  the  resistance 
which  Mr.  Canning  experienced  from  the  Tory  party,  we  may 
mention  that  a  paper  signed  by  eight  dukes  was  presented  to 
the  King  by  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  remonstrating  against  Mr. 
Canning's  appointment  as  Prime  Minister  and  notifying  their 
organised  opposition  to  any  government  of  which  he  should  be 
the  head. 

Upon  the  resumption  of  business  after  the  recess,  the  expla- 
nations of  the  outgoing  and  incoming  Ministers  were  given ;  the 
most  important  part  of  which  related  to  an  unfriendly  correspon- 
dence between  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Mr.  Canning,  ori- 
ginating, as  we  feel  satisfied  from  an  attentive  consideration  of 
die  circumstances,  in  a  sincere  misunderstanding  on  both  sides.* 
Before  the  end  of  the  session.  Lord  Lansdowne  became  a  member 
of  the  Cabinet ;  Lord  Carlisle  and  Mr.  Tiemey  likewise  were  ap- 
pointed First  Commissioner  of  Woods,  and  Master  of  the  Mint, 
and  entered  the  Cabinet.     After  the  session.  Lord  Lansdowne 
became  Home  Secretary;  Lord  Carlisle  suoceeded  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  as  Privy  Seal,  the  latter  retaining  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet ; 
and  Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  succeeded  to  the  office  of  Woods.     In 

•  The  Duke  of  Wellington,  in  his  Private  Explanatory  Letter  to 
Mr.  Canning  (published  by  Mr.  Stapleton»  Life  of  Canning,  vol.  iii. 
p.  384.),  says : — '  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  deciding  upon  such  matters 
*  bastilj  or  in  anger ;  and  the  proof  of  this  is,  that  I  never  had  a 
^qoan^l  with  any  man  in  my  life.' 
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this  manner,  a  junction  was  effected  between  Mr.  Canning  and  a 
section  of  the  Wiiig  party :  the  Home  OflEice,  which  was  confided 
to  Lord  Lansdowne,  had  a  peculiar  importance  at  this  moment^ 
on  account  of  its  connexion  with  the  Government  of  Ireland.  The 
principal  events  of  the  fragment  of  the  session  which  succeeded 
the  formation  of 'Mr.  Canning's  Ministry  were  the  personal  alie- 
nation of  Mr.  Peel  from  the  Government,  who,  as  Mr.  Canning 
declared,   ^  openly  raised  the  standard  of  opposition ;'  and  the 
insertion  of  a  hostile  amendment  in  the  Corn-law  Bill,  upon  the 
motion  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  which  led  to  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  Bill  by  the  Government.     Lord  Grey,  likewise,  to 
whom  the  King  had  conceived  a  personal  objection,  and  with 
whom  there  had  been   no  communication  on  the  negotiation 
which  had  taken  place  with  the  Whigs,  made  a  speech  con- 
taining a  severe  censure  of  Mr.  Canning's  foreign  and  domestic 
policy.     Parliament  was  prorogued  on  the  2nd  of  July,  at  which 
time  Mr.  Canning,  though  his  constitution  was  impaired,  enjoyed 
his  usual  health ;  but  on  the  3rd  of  August  he  was  seized  with  a 
severe  inflammatory  attack,  and  on  the  8th  he  died.     We  shall 
have  occasion,  in  following  the  course  of  events  till  the  end  of 
1830,  to  estimate  the  effects  produced  by  Mr.  Canning's  sudden 
and  premature  death,  at  the  moment  when  his  ministerial  ar- 
rangements had  been  completed,  and  his  Cabinet  had  assumed  a 
definitive  form.     We  will  only  remark,  that  as  an  orator,  he  has 
never,  in  our  opinion,   been   surpassed,  if  he  has   ever   been 
equalled,  among  the  statesmen  of  this  country.     Burke's  diction 
may  have  been  more  copious  and  vehement ;   but  we  know  that 
his  speeches  were   mai*red  in   the   delivery.'     Mr.   Canning's 
voice  was  clear,  flexible,  and  harmonious,  though  not  powerful ; 
his  manner  was  animated  and  impressive  in  the  highest  degree. 
The  contest  for  the  post  of  Prime  Minister  which  took  place 
upon  Lord  Liverpool's  resignation  was  substantially  a  struggle 
for  personal  ascendancy.*     Mr.  Canning  advised  the  King  to 
form  an  exclusively  anti-Catholic  administration,  believing  such 
a  government  to  be  impossible,  and  also  convinced  that  if  pos- 
sible it  would  be  ruinous  to  the  state.     When  he  received 
from  the  King  the  answer  which  he  expected,  and  was  told  that 
there  was  no  wish  to  dispense  with  his  services,  he  made  condi- 
tions which  were  inconsistent  with   any  oth3r   person  being 
appointed  Prime  Minister.     Mr.  Canning  would  not  consent  to 

♦  Sir  Walter  Scott  was  told  by  Lord  Melville,  in  July  1827,  that 
Mr.  Canning  had  said  that  *  the  office  of  Premier  was  his  by  in- 

*  heritance ;  he  could  not,  from  constitution,  hold  it  above  two  years, 

*  and  then  it  would  descend  to  Peel.'     {Lockhart's  Life  of  Scott,) 
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an  anti-Catholic  Prime  Minister  because  it  was  a  proscription  of 
his  opinions  in  his  person ;  Mr.  Peel  would  not  consent  to  a 
pro-Catholic  Prime  Minister,  because  it  was  inconsistent  with 
the  part  which  he  had  taken  in  the  Catholic  Question  and  with 
his  position  as  Home  Secretary.  Neither  of  these  two  argu- 
ments could  properly  be  reconciled  with  the  doctrine  of  making 
the  Catholic  Question  an  open  question,  to  which  nevertheless 
each  of  the  leaders  adhered,  though  Mr.  Canning  could  urge, 
with  truth,  fhat  if  the  Cabinet  were  to  be  strictly  neutral  on  the 
Catholic  Question,  it  was  a  violation  of  the  principle  of  neutrality 
to  insist  upon  an  anti-Catholic  Prime  Minister.  It  appears  to 
ns  that  if  Mr.  Peel  believed  in  his  own  arguments  on  the 
Catholic  Question ;  if  he  really  thought  that  the  removal  of  the 
Catholic  disabilities  would  be  productive  of  the  evils  which  he 
described  ;  and  that  the  existing  system  of  exclusion  ought  to  be 
permanently  maintained  as  an  integral  part  of  the  British  Con- 
stitution ;  then  he  ought  to  have  urged  upon  the  King  the 
fonnation  of  an  administration  upon  the  principle  of  resistance  to 
the  Catholic  claims,  and  to  have  himself  offered  to  take  a  leading 
part  in  it.  If,  however,  he  had  a  lurking  consciousness  that  his 
arguments  were  unsound,  and  his  policy  mischieyous ;  and  that 
a  case  of  necessity  for  conceding  the  Catholic  claims  might 
speedily  arise,  then  he  ought,  notwithstanding  the  eminence 
which  be  had  achieved  as  anti-Catholic  leader,  to  have  openly 
renonnoed  his  advocacy  of  a  cause  which  he  felt  to  be  untenable. 
K  Mr.  Peel  and  the  anti- Catholic  members  of  Lord  Liverpool's 
Cabinet  were  sincerely  persuaded  of  the  goodness  of  their  cause, 
they  ought  to  have  set  Mr.  Canning  at  defiance,  and  to  have  formed 
an  anti-Catholic  government ;  if  they  had  not  that  sincere  con- 
viction, they  ought  not  to  have  refused  to  join  his  Ministry.*   In 

*  Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  his  letter  of  May  1827,  abeady  cited,  thus 
comments  on  the  members  of  the  Liverpool  Cabinet  who  refused  to 
join  Mr.  Canning :— *  They  ought  eit||er  to  have  made  a  stand  without 
'  Canning,  or  a  stand  with  him;  for  to  abdicate  as  they  have  done  was 
'  the  way  to  subject  the  country  to  all  the  future  experiments  which 

*  this  Catholic  Emancipation  may  lead  those  that  now  carry  it  to  at- 

*  tempt,  and  which  may  prove  worse,  far  worse,  than  anything  con- 
*•  nected  with  the  question  itself.     Thus  says  the  old  Scotch  Tory. 

*  Bat  I  for  one  do  not  believe  that  it  was  the*  Question  of  Emancipa* 
'  tioo,  or  any  public  question,  which  carried  them  out  I  believe  the 
^  predominant  motive  in  the  bosom  of  every  one  of  them  was  personal 
'  hostility  to  Canning,  and  that  with  more  prudence,  less  arbitrary 

*  manners,  and  more  attention  to  the  feelings  of  his  colleagues,  he 

*  would  have  stepped  nem,  con.  into  the  situation  of  Prime  Minister, 
*_to  which  his  eloquence  and  talent  naturally  point  him  out.'     See  Sir 
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a  conversation  which  liord  Eldon  had  with  the  King  in  March 
1829,  while  the  Catholic  Relief  Bill  was  before  Parliament,  His 
Majesty  stated  that  when  Mr.  Canning  was  made  Minister,  he 
engaged  that  the  Catholic  Question  should  never  be  brought 
forward,  and  he  blamed  the  Ministers  who  retired  upon  Mr. 
Canning's  appointment  for  having  thrown  the  power  into  his 
hands.*  Sir  Robert  Peel,  however,  in  the  memoir  left  by  him 
for  posthumous  publication,  states  that  the  King  must  clearly 
have  been  mistaken  in  supposing  Mr.  Canning  to  have  given 
any  such  engagement ;  and  it  may  be  added  that,  if  the  King 
wished  to  exclude  Mr.  Canning  from  power,  he  ought  to  have 
attempted  the  formation  of  an  anti-Catholic  government 

Upon  Mr.  Canning's  death.  Lord  Goderich,  who  had  been 
the  ministerial  leader  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  late  admi- 
nistration, was  promoted  by  the  Kin^  to  the  post  of  Prime 
Minister.  The  following  additional  changes  were  now  made; 
the  Duke  of  Portland  was  appointed  President  of  the  Council 
instead  of  Lord  Harrowby,  who  retired  on  account  of  ill  health; 
Mr.  Huskisson  succeeded  Lord  Groderich  as  Colonial  Secretary, 
and  was  intended  to  be  leader  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  Mr. 
C.  Grant  was  his  successor  at  the  Board  of  Trade ;  Mr.  Herrtes 
became  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  and  Lord  Anglesey  en- 
tered the  Cabinet  as  Master-General  of  the  Ordnanccf  During 
the  recess,  a  difference  of  opinion  arose  between  Mr.  Huskisson 
and  Mr.  Herries  respecting  the  selection  of  a  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  which  was  to  be  moved  for  in  the  following 
session ;  neither  would  yield  his  opinion,  and  Lord  Goderich, 
declining  to  become  the  arbiter  of  this  dispute  between  his  two 
colleagues,  tendered  his  resignation,  which  was  accepted.  The 
King,  apparently  rductant  to  fall  back  at  once  upon  the  ultra- 
Tory  leaders,  attempted  to  induce  Lord  Harrowby  to  form  an 
administration,  who  declined  on  account  of  the  state  of  his 
health  X :  it  seems  likewise  that  His  Majesty  would  have  been 


Walter  Scotfs  further  remarks  on  Mr.  Canning's  alliance  with  the 
Whigs,  and  its  probable  effects  in  promoting  an  Anti-Tory  policy,  in 
his  letter  to  M.  Morritt,  June  10.  1827.    (Lockhart's  Life  of  Scott) 

*  Twiss,  Life  of  Eldon,  voL  iii.  p.  82. 

f  Lord  Lansdowne's  reasons  for  retaining  office  in  the  Grovern- 
ment  of  Lord  Groderich,  after  Mr.  Canning's  death,  are  stated  in  Mem. 
of  Moore,  voL  v.  p.  198.  He  tendered  his  resignation  to  the  King  in 
September,  but  consented  to  remain,  on  condition  that  he  might  have 
the  royal  authority  for  stating  that  it  was  solely  in  submission  to  the 
express  desire  of  His  Majesty  that  he  did  so. 

J  Lord  Harrowby  was  now  sixty-six  years  old.  The  interview  of 
Lord  Harrowby  with  the  King  took  place  at  Windsor  Lodge,  on  the 
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willing  to  entrust  the  same  commission  to  Mr.  Huskisson,  if  he 
OQfnld  have  ventured  to  accept  it;  however.  Lord  Goderich 
having  tendered  his  final  resignation  on  the  8th  of  January,  the 
King,  on  the  following  day,  sent  for  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
and  aatborised  him  to  form  an  administration.  The  account  of 
his  interview  with  the  King  which  the  Duke  wrote  to  Mr.  Peel 
on  the  same  day  was  as  follows :  '  He  (the  King)  sidd  that  he 
'thought  the  government  must  be  composed  of  persons  of  both 
'0{Hnions  with  respect  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Question;  that 
'he approved  of  all  his  late  and  former  servants;  and  that  he 
'  had  no  objection  to  anybody  excepting  to  Lord  Grey.     He 

*  afterwards  expressed  a  wish  to  retam  the  Duke  of  Devonshire* 
'and  Lord  Carlisle  in  his  service,  and  he  spoke  highly  of  Lord 
'  Lansdowne  and  Lord  Dudley ;  but  upon  the  whole  he  left  me 
^  carte  blanche,  with  the  single  exception  above  mentioned;  and 
'  he  repeatedly  desired  that  I  would  form  for  him  a  strong  go- 

'  vanment. The  King  said  that  it  was  understood 

'the  Soman  Catholic  Question  was  not  to  be  made  a  cabinet 
'  question ;  that  there  was  to  be  a  Protestant  Lord  Chancellor, 
'a  Protestant  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  a  Prot^tant  Chancellor  of 
'Irehmd.'t 

18th  of  December,  1827.  The  King  tried  to  tempt  Lord  Harrowby 
\jj  an  offer  of  the  Garter :  a  circumstance  alluded  to  in  one  of  the 
squibs  of  the  day,  which,  describing  the  endeavours  vainly  made  to 
find  a  coachman  for  the  state  coach,  mentioned  <  an  experienced  rider  * 
as  one  of  the  persons  applied  to,  but  added  that  he  declined  to  '  handle 
'  the  ribbons.' 

*  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  had  held  the  office  of  Lord  Chamber- 
lain since  May  1827i  ^ 

t  Letter  to  Mr.  Peel,  of  Jan.  9.  1828 ;  Mem.  of  Peel,  voL  i.  p.  11. 
The  objection  made  by  George  IV.  to  Lord  Grey,  like  that  made 
by  his  fkther  to  Mr.  Fox,  is  likewise  mentioned  in  Biogr.  Mem.  of 
Hoskisson,  p.  156.  Mr.  Raikes,  in  his  Journal  for  Sept.  24.  1843, 
reports  the  following  passage  from  the  conversation  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  at  Walmer  Castle: — *  When  he  sent  for  me  to  form  a 
'new  Administration,  in  1828,  he  was  then  seriously  ill,  though  he 
'  would  never  allow  it.  I  found  him  in  bed,  dressed  in  a  dirty  silk 
' jad^et  and  a  turban  nightcap,  one  as  greasy  as  the  other ;  for,  not- 
'  withstanding  his  coquetry  about  dress  in  public,  he  was  extremely 

*  dirty  and  slovenly  in  private.  The  first  words  he  said  to  me  were, 
* "  Arthur,  the  Cabinet  is  defunct ;  **  and  then  he  began  to  describe 
'  the  manner  in  which  the  late  Ministers  had  taken  leave  of  bim  on 
'giving  in  their  resignations.  This  was  accompanied  by  the  most 
'hidicrous  mimicry  of  the  voice  and  manner  of  each  individual,  so 
'strikingly  like,  that  it  was  quite  impossible  to  refrain  from  fits  of 
'  laughter.'     There  must  be  some  confusion  in  Mr.  Baikes'  notes  or  in 
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The  effect  of  Mr.  Canning's  premature  death  began  now  to 
show  itself  in  a  reactionary  tendency,  at  a  moment  when  a  pro- 
gressive movement  in  the  Liberal  direction  was  peculiarly  desir- 
able. The  Coalition  Administration,  which  he  had  formed,  and 
which  had  not  time  to  acquire  cohesion  and  firmness  durinor  his 
life,  naturally  fell  to  pieces  soon  after  his  death ;  and  the  King, 
resolved  before  all  things  to  avoid  a  Whig  Government,  had  re- 
course to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  whose  main  reliance  must 
necessarily  be  upon  Mr.  Peel.  His  Majesty,  however,  announced 
from  the  beginning  that  there  was  to  be  no  attempt  at  unani- 
mity in  opposition  to  the  Catholic  Quesfion.  The  new  Cabinet 
was  thus  formed.  The  Duke  of  Wellington  became  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury.  The  Whig  members  of  the  two  late  administra- 
tions, viz.  Lord  Lansdowne,  Lord  Carlisle,  and  Mr.  Tiemey, 
withdrew.  They  were  accompanied  by  Mr.  Wynn.  Mr. 
Peel  returned  to  the  Home  OflBce,  and  his  friend  Mr.  Goulbum 
was  made  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Herries  being  trans- 
ferred to  the  Mastership  of  the  Mint.  Lord  Bathurst  replaced 
the  Duke  of  Portland  as  President  of  the  Council.  Loni  El- 
lenborough  was  appointed  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Melville,  President 
of  the  Board  of  Control,  and  Lord  Aberdeen,  Chancellor  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster ;  the  latter  in  the  room  of  Lord  Bexley.  ' 
The  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  four  Canningites  remained. 

Parliament  was  opened  on  the  29  th  of  January,  and  explana- 
tions were  afforded  respecting  the  dissolution  of  the  Ministry  of 
Lord  Goderich,  and  the  formation  of  that  of  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington. The  only  important  measure  of  the  session  was  the 
repeal  of  the  Test  and  Corporation  Acts,  which  cast  a  stigma 
upon  Dissenters,  though  without  practically  excluding  them  from 
offices,  as  their  omission  to  take  the  sacramental  test  was  healed 
by  an  annual  Indemnity  Act.  The  question  was  brought  for- 
ward by  Lord  John  Kussell ;  his  motion  was  opposed  by  the 
Government,  but  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  44.  The  Bill 
was  read  a  second  time  without  a  division ;  a  declaration  was 
inserted  by  Mr.  Peel  in  the  Bill  in  Committee  —  and  in  this 
shape  it  passed  the  House  of  Commons  without  any  further 
opposition.  The  House  of  Lords  agreed  to  it  with  some  unim- 
portant verbal  amendments,  and  the  measure  became  law. 
Later  in  the  session  (May  8th),  Sir  Francis  Burdett  moved  a 
resolution  for  considering  the  laws  relative  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics ;  which  motion  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  six,  the  num- 

the  Duke's  recollection,  for  the  outgoing  Ministers  could  not  have  had 
their  audiences  of  leave  before  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  first  interview 
with  the  Sang. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1859.  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of  George  IV.  81 

bers  being  272  to  266.  This  resolution  was  comnmnicated  to  the 
House  of  Lords^  and  the  question  was  fully  debated  in  that  as- 
sembly. The  Duke  of  Wellington,  as  Prime  Minister,  expressed 
himself  as  decidedly  hostile  to  the  removal  of  the  Catholic  disabili- 
ties, though  his  tone  was  conciliatory ;  and  the  motion  was  nega- 
tived by  181  to  137.  The  votes  of  this  session  therefore  showed 
that  the  House  of  Commons  was  favourable  to  the  principle  of 
idigious  liberty ;  and  that  though  nearly  divided  on  the  Catholic 
Question,  there  was  a  bare  majority  in  its  favour ;  whereas  a 
laige  majority  of  the  House  of  Lords  still  held  firmly  to  the 
anti-Catholic  code.  It  is  clear  that  at  this  moment  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  not  the  House  of  Commons,  was  the  main  obstacle 
to  the  settlement  of  the  Catholic  Question.  The  Corn-law  BiD, 
establkhing  a  sliding  scale  of  high  protective  duties,  was  revived 
by  die  Government,  and  passed  in  a  form  substantially  identical 
with  the  dropped  Bill  of  the  previous  session,  though  less  favour- 
able to  the  Consumer. 

While  a  Bill  for  extending  the  franchise  of  East  Betford  to 
the  hundreds,  proposed  in  this  session  by  Mr.  Peel,  was  in  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Huskisson  voted  for  a  clause  transferring  the  fran- 
chise to  Birmingham.  This  vote  was  given  on  May  the  19th. 
On  his  return  home,  at  a  late  hour,  after  the  debate,  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson, before  going  to  bed,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, stating  what  he  had  done,  and  tenderii^  his  resignation. 
The  Duke,  upon  receiving  this  letter  at  ten  o'clock  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  wrote  back  an  answer,  expressing  his'  surprise 
and  concern  at  the  contents  of  it,  and  stating  that  he  had  laid  it 
before  the  King.  Mr.  Huskisson,  not  prepared  for  so  sudden  and 
absolute  an  acceptance  of  his  offer,  sent  Jiord  Dudley,  and  after- 
wards Lord  Pidmerston,  to  explain  to  the  Duke  that  he  had 
mistaken  the  meaning  of  the  letter.  The  Duke,  however,  re- 
plied, that  *  It  is  no  mistake,  it  can  be  no  mistake,  and  shall  be- 
*  no  mistake  ;*  and  refused  to  make  any  overture  towards  an» 
amicable  settlement  of  the  question.  A  correspondence  ensued 
between  Mr.  Huskisson  and  the  Duke,  but  it  led  to  no  result.. 
Mr.  Huskisson  would  not  request  permission  to  withdraw  the 
letter ;  the  Duke  would  not  ask  him  to  withdraw  it ;  and  the 
resignation  consequently  remained  unrevoked.  Judged  upon 
moral  grounds,  the  conduct  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  on  this 
occasion  is  unobjectionable;  Mr.  Huskisson's  letter  certainly 
conveyed  the  meaning  which  he  attributed  to  it,  and  he  was 
justified  in  acting  upon  a  letter  which  Mr.  Huskisson  expressed 
no  wish  to  recalL  But  as  a  politician,  he  showed  (as  we  think) 
a  remarkable  narrowness  of  mind  and  want  of  foresight,  in  per- 
mitting so  trifling  a  ground  of  difference,  and  one  which  could 
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have  been  removed  without  any  real  loss  of  dignity  or  honour, 
to  be  the  means  of  expelling  the  more  liberal  section  of  his 
Cabinet,  in  the  existing  state  of  affairs.  With  Mr.  Huskisson, 
the  other  Canningites  of  the  Cabinet,  namely.  Lord  Dudley, 
Lord  Palmerston,  and  Mr.  C.  Grant,  likewise  resigned.  JVLr. 
W.  Lamb  (afterwards  Lord  Melbourne)  also  resigned  his  (^ce 
of  Lrish  Secretary  on  the  same  ground.  In  consequence  of 
these  resignations,  Lord  Aberdeen  was  advanced  to  the  Foreign 
Department ;  Sir  George  Murray  became  Colonial  Secretary, 
and  Mr.  Vesey  Fitzgerald,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade* 
The  oflSces  of  Secretary-at-War  and  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster  were  filled  by  Sir  Henry  Hardinge  and  Mr.. 
Arbuthnot,  but  without  seats  in  the  Cabinet 

The  resignation  of  Mr.  Huskisson  and  the  Canningite  section 
of  the  Cabinet,  was  important  not  only  in  its  necessary  and  con- 
templated result,  of  giving  to  the  Ministry  a  deeper  and  more  un- 
mixed Tory  hue,  but  also  in  an  accidental  and  unforeseen  effect, 
which  illustrated  the  saying  of  Aristotle,  that  revolutions,  though 
they  are  made  for  great  objects,  often  spring  out  of  trifling  cir- 
cumstances. Mr.  Vesey  Fitzgerald,  by  accepting  the  office  of 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  upon  the  resignation  of  Mr.  C. 
Grant,  vacated  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons,  as  member 
for  the  county  of  Clare.  When  he  presented  himself  for  re- 
election, he  was  opposed  by  Mr.  O'Connell,  who,  though  as  s 
Boman  Catholic  unable  to  take  the  oaths  at  the  table  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  was  not  disqualified  by  law  for  election  as 
a  member.  The  poll  took  place  at  the  beginning  of  July ;  the 
excitement  and  violence  of  language  were  great ;  the  small  free- 
holders, almost  universally  CathoUcs,  were  led  to  the  hustings 
by  their  priests,  in  order  to  vote  for  Mr.  O'Connell ;  and  idup. 
Fitzgerald,  though  backed  by  all  the  gentry  of  the  country,  was 
defeated  by  a  large  majority.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  had  always  been 
a  friend  to  Emancipation ;  but  this  availed  him  nothing.     <  The 

*  time  is  come  (said  Mr.  O'Connell,  to  the  Clare  electors)  when 
^  the  system  which  has  been  pursued  towards  this  country  must 

*  be  put  a  stop  to.     It  will  not  do  for  the  future  to  say,  "  Sweet 

*  **  friend,  I  wish  you  well  f  but  it  must  be  shown  by  acts  that 
^  they  do  wish  us  welL  It  is  time  that  this  system  should  be 
^  put  an  end  to ;  and  I  am  come  here  to  put  an  end  to  it' 
After  the  long  parliamentary  agitation  of  the  Catholic  Question, 
and  after  the  obstinate  resistance  of  the  dominant  party  in  Eng- 
land to  the  claims  of  the  Catholics,  Mr.  O'Connell  had  now 
arrived  at  the  conviction  that  nothing  was  to  be  hoped  from  the 
justice  of  England,  and  that  the  relief  which  he  sought  could 
only  be  extorted  from  her  fears.     He,  therefore,  resorted  to  a 
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method  of  remonstrance,  which,  without  a  resort  to  violence,  or 
a  breach  of  the  law,  was  practically  a  defiance  to  England.  He 
approached  the  portals  of  the  Constitution  with  a  demand,  not  a 
petition,  for  admittance.  We  think  that  he  was  right:  the 
patience  of  the  Irish  Catholics  had  been  long  tried,  and  had 
borne  mnch  ;  but  the  intolerant  spirit  of  Great  Britain  seemed 
equally  proof  against  time  and  reason. 

'  Qaam  neque  longa  dies,  pietas  nee  mitigat  ulla.' 

Something  more  effective  than  annual  motions  in  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  was  required,  in  order  to  remove  the 
dvil  Usabilities  of  six.  millions  of  British  subjects.  As  the 
Catholics,  though  they  could  not  sit  and  vote  in  Parliament^ 
could  exerdse  die  elective  franchise,  the  experiment  which  Mr. 
CConnell  had  tried  in  Clare,  could  manifestly  be  repeated  with 
success  in  a  large  number  of  the  other  counties  in  Ireland. 

ParHament  was  prorogued  on  the  28th  of  July.  The  lesson 
taught  by  the  Clare  election  was  so  decisive,  that  before  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  and  Mr.  Peel  parted  at  the  end  of  the 
session,  they  agreed  that  the  Duke  should  send  Mr.  Peel  a  full 
statement  of  his  views  on  the  state  of  Ireland  and  the  Catholic 
Question.  On  the  9th  of  August,  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
communicated  to  Mr.  Peel  (who  was  at  Brighton),  a 
memorandum  on  the  state  of  Ireland,  which  he  had  sent  to  the 
King,  with  an  accompanying  letter  ;  the  King's  answer ;  a 
memorandum  on '  the  Catholic  Question,  containing  a  plan  for 
its  settlement,  which  he  had  since  drawn,  and  a  letter  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor.  Mr.  Peel  returned  these  papers  on  the  11th, 
with  a  letter  and  memorandum,  containing  a  full  and  unreserved 
exposition  of  his  views.  The  conclusion 'at  which  he  arrives^ 
after  a  statement  of  his  reasons,  is  that  there  would  be  less  evil 
in  making  a  decided  effort  to  settle  the  Catholic  Question,  than 
in  leaving  it  an  open  question ;  but  that  its  satisfactory  adjust- 
ment would  not  be  promoted  by  committing  the  charge  of  it  in 
the  House  of  Commons  to  his  hands.  He  promises  to  resign 
at  whatever  time  may  be  found  most  convenient,  and  to 
co-operate  cordially  with  the  Duke's  Government  in  supporting 
the  measure  to  be  introduced  into  Parliament.  In  his 
memorandum  he  discusses  the  nature  of  the  legislative  measure 
to  be  proposed.  The  Duke  communicated  Mr.  Peel's  papers  to 
Lord  Lyndhurst,  but  not  to  the  King ;  and  the  matter  rested 
here^for  the  present.* 

*  Mem.  of  Peel,  vol,  i.  pp.  177-202.  His  views  on  the  impos- 
sibility of  the  Catholic  Question  remidning  an  open  question  are 
repeated  in  his  memorandum  of  Jan.  12.  1829.    (Ibid.  p.  291.) 
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The  problem  which  the  Cabinet  were  now  called  upon  to 
solve,  is  correctly  stated  by  Mr.  Peel  in  the  papers  which  he 
drew  up  at  this  time.  It  was  properly  a  national  and  not  a 
religious  question ;  not  merely  the  removal  of  disabilities  from 
a  body  of  religionists,  but  the  pacification  of  Ireland  was  at 
issue.  The  Catholic  Association  had  brought  matters  to  a  pass 
which  rendered  it  necessary  for  England  to  choose  between 
the  concession  of  the  Catholic  claims  and  the  reconquest  of 
Ireland.  A  Cabinet  neutral  upon  the  Catholic  Question  was 
no  longer  a  possibility.     *  Such  is  the  extraordinary  power  of 

*  the  Association'  (said  Lord  Anglesey,  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
in  a  letter  of  July  2nd,  1828),  *or  rather  of  the  agitators, 
'  of  whom  there  are  many  of  high  ability,  of  ardent  mind,  of 

*  great  daring — that   I   am  quite  ceii;ain  they  could  lead  on 

*  the  people  to  open  rebellion  at  a  moment's  notice ;  and  their 
^  organisation  is  such  that  in  the  hands  of  desperate  and  intelli- 

*  gent  leaders,  they  would  be  extremely  formidable.'      *  I  have 

*  little  doubt '  (said  Lord  Francis  Leveson,  the  Chief  Secretary, 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Peel,  of  Dec.  2nd,  1828),  *  that  the  peasantry 

*  of  the  South  at  present  look  forward  to  the  period  of  O'Con- 

*  nell's  expulsion  from  the  House  of  Commons  as  the  time  of 

*  rising,  but  any  occurrence  in  the  interval  which  should  appear 
*to  be  adverse  to  the  interests  of  the  Boman  Catholic  body 

*  might  precipitate  this  result.' 

The  menaces  were  not,  however,  confined  to  the  Irish  Catho- 
lics. The  Irish  Protestants,  a  high-spirited  body,  accustomed  to 
command,  and  ignorant  of  fear,  had  been  roused  by  the  violence 
of  their  opponents ;  they  had  converted  their  Orange  Lodges 
into  Brunswick  Clubs,  and  were  ready,  at  a  moment's  notice,  to 
take  the  field  against  their  Catholic  countrymen.  *  The  Orange- 
men '  (Lord  Anglesey  writes  to  Mr.  Peel,  in  September),  *  or, 

*  I  suppose  I  am  now  to  call  them  the  Brunswickers,  are  rivalling 

*  the  Association  both  in  violence  and  rent.  Two  Associations 
*and  two  Kents  are  rather  formidable.'  *It  is  clear'  (said  Mr. 
Shiel  in  a  speech  delivered  at  this  time  to  the  Catholic  Associa- 
tion) *that  the  division  between   Catholic  and  Protestant  is 

*  widening.  They  were  before  parted,  but  they  are  now  rent 
^  asunder ;  and  while  the  Catholic  Association  rises  up  from  the 

*  indignant  passions  of  one  ^.:\t  body  of  the  community,  the 

*  Brunswick  Club  is  springing  out  o^  the  irritated  pride  and  the 

*  sectarian  rancour  of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland.'  The  Protestant 
movement  was  not  likely  to  be  long  confined  to  Ireland.  The 
Protestants  of  England  soon  began  to  express  their  sympathies 
witli  their  Irish  brethren,  and  a  great  county  meeting  for  Kent 
was  held  on  Penenden  Heath,  in  October,  for  the  purpose  of 
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supporting  the  Irish  Brunswickers.  In  this  state  of  things. 
Lord  Anglesey  (who  had  hitherto  been  an  opponent  of  the 
Catholic  claims),  pressed  upon  the  Cabinet  the  necessity  of 
immediate  legislation.  He  predicted  a  quiet  winter,  and  told 
Mr.  Peel  that  the  English  Government  would  have  time  to 
l^islate  before  the  Irish  Government  began  to  fight ;  but  he 
declared  that  he  could  not  answer  for  the  tranquillity  of  Ireland 
beyond  the  meeting  of  Parliament;  and  that  things  could  not 
remain  as  they  were.* 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  and  his  colleagues — assuming  that 
they  continued  in  office,  and  faced  the  difficulty  of  the  moment, 
had  three  alternatives  presented  to  their  choice  :  namely,  the 
Keconquest  of  Ireland,  Kepeal  of  the  Union,  and  Catholic 
Emancipation. 

It  appears  from  Sir  B.  Peel's  memorandum  of  January  12th, 
1829,  that  out  of  the  93  members  for  Ireland  61  in  the  session 
of  1828  voted  in  favour  of  the  Catholic  Question,  and  that  out 
of  61  county  members  45  voted  on  the  same  side;  and  he 
shows  that  an  attempt  to  govern  Ireland  by  an  English  ma- 
jority, while  the  Irish  Catholics  were  so  strongly  represented  in 
Parliament,  would  render  the  transaction  of  business  in  the 
House  of  Commons  impossiblcf  In  order  to  govern  Ireland  in 
defiance  of  the  opinions  of  the  Irish  Catholics,  a  reconquest  of 
the  country  and  its  permanent  treatment  after  the  fashion  of 
Poland  and  Hungary,  would  have  been  necessary.  We  are  not 
prepared  to  say  that  the  majority  of  the  people  of  England,  if 
their  pride,  their  passions,  and  their  religious  feelings  had  been 


•  In  a  letter  of  Sept  9.  1828,  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
Mr.    Grenville  expresses  himself  thus:  *The  measure  of  Catholic 

*  Emancipation  is  fast  approaching,  and  that  irresistibly.  I  know 
•from  the  most  unquestionable  authority,  that  very  many  of 
'  the  Orange  Protestants  in  Ireland  are  now  so  entirely  alarmed  at 
^  their  own  position  that  they  express  in  the  most  unqualified  terms 
'  their  earnest  desire  for  any  settlement  of  the  question  at  issue  on  any 

*  terms ;  and  Dawson's  recantation,  which  the  papers  will  have  shown 
'you,  has  been  the  signal  for  a  more  undisguised  display  of  the  same 

*  opinions.  It  must  take  place,  as  I  believe,  before  many  months  shall 
'pass.'    {Mem.  of  Court  of  George  IV,,  vol.  ii.  p.  380.) 

t  Mem.  of  Peel,  vol.  i.  pp.  289-91.  The  more  intelligent  of  the 
Irish  Protestants  seem  to  have  been  aware  at  this  time  that  the  state 
of  affairs  was  perilous,  and  that  some  concession  was  nefcessary.  Mr. 
Leslie  Foster,  a  steady  opponent  of  the  Catholic  claims,  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Vesey  Fitzgerald,  of  Nov.  14.  1828,  says,  *I  have  not  a  doubt 

*  thai  a  majority  even  of  the  Brunswickers  are  friendly  to  a  settle- 

*  meat  npon  proper  terms.'    {Ibid,  p.  266.) 
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gradually  and  skilfully  inflamed,  might  not  have  sanctioned  this 
course,  so  far  at  least  as  the  preliminary  steps  were  concerned. 
But  neither  the  Duke  of  Wellington  nor  Mr.  Peel  were  politi- 
cians of  the  stamp  of  Strafford  or  the  Duke  of  Alva.  They  were 
both  essentially  humane  men.  The  Duke  of  Wellington,  in  the 
most  impressive  passage  which  he  ever  delivered  to  a  deliberative 
assembly,  assured  the  House  of  Lords  that  he  knew  too  well 
what  were  the  evils  of  civil  war  ever  to  inflict  them  voluntarily 
upon  any  country.  Mr.  Peel,  though  he  had  played  too  long 
with  the  Catholic  Question,  and  used  it  as  the  instrument  and 
ladder  of  his  ambition,  had  the  views  of  a  statesman,  and  saw 
too  clearly  the  inevitable  results  of  a  further  denial  of  equal 
laws  to  Ireland,  to  be  able  to  advise  the  reduction  and  the 
subsequent  government  of  that  country  by  a  Protestant  army 
composed  of  Englishmen,  Scotchmen,  and  Irish  Orangemen. 
No  great  amount  either  of  perspicacity  or  of  public  virtue  was 
in  truth  requisite  in  order  to  foresee  and  to  avoid  this  extre- 
mity. A  repeal  of  the  Union,  and  a  permanent  separation  of 
Ireland  from  Great  Britain,  was  a  course  which  no  English 
Minister  could  entertain ;  consequently  there  remained  only  the 
alternative  of  Catholic  Emancipation,  and  that  without  loss  of 
time.* 

The  subject  had  not  been' brought  before  the  Cabinet  at  the 
end  of  1828 ;  and  early  in  January  1829,  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
•ton  communicated  with  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  two 
of  the  Bishops  with  a  view  of  obtaining  their  consent  to  an 
adjustment  of  the  Catholic  Question ;  but  ne  received  from  them 
a  decided  refusal.!  There  was  a  fear  at  this  time  that  the  King 
might  make  a  public  declaration  of  his  intention  to  maintain  the 
disabilities  on  religious  grounds,  and  thus  assume  a  position 
similar  to  that  formerly  occupied  by  his  father.     In  order  to 

*  The  following  anecdote  is  related  in  ^  Baikes'  Journal/  Dec*  25. 
1832 :  '  When  the  Duke  had  made  up  his  mind  that  he  could  no 
'  longer  refuse  Catholic  Emancipation,  without  endangering  the  loss 
'  of  Ireland,  he  told  the  late  King,  who  was  decidedly  averse  to  the 
^  measure,  that  only  one  of  three  alternatives  remained  to  him, — 
^  either  to  reconquer  Ireland,  to  make  the  concession, .  or  to  resign. 
^  Constituted  as  the  army  then  was,  the  first  was  impossihle ;  the 

*  choice  must  then  fall  on  one  of  the  other  two.  The  King  demanded 
^  time  to  consider.    In  the  meantime  the  Duke  applied  to  Peel  for 

*  his  concurrence  in  carrying  the  measure.'  The  anecdote  rests  on 
the  authority  of  Sir  Alexander  Grant,  who  had  heard  it  from  Sir  £. 
Peel.     The  allusion  to  the  constitution  of  the  army  refers  to  the 

.  number  of  Irish  Catholics  which  it  contained, 
t  Mem.  of  Peel,  voL  i.  p»  276. 
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guard  againet  this  danger,  Mr.  Peel,  on  the  12th  of  January, 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  offering,  if  he  de- 
rired  it,  to  remain  in  oflSoe,  in  order  to  assist  in  carrying  the 
conteaiplated  measure ;  and  at  the  same  time  sent  him  a  memo- 
randum, setting  forth  the  reasons  why  the  Cabinet  should  be 
outborised  by  the  King  to  take  the  whole  state  of  Ireland  into 
consideration,  with  a  view  to  the  settlement  of  the  Catholic 
Question.  The  memorandum  was  submitted  by  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  to  the  Eang,  who  gave  the  authority  which  it  ad- 
vised ;  and  the  Duke  accepted  Mr.  Peel's  offer  of  retaining  his 
office,  which  indeed  was  a  necessary  condition  for  the  success  of 
the  measure  in  the  hands  of  the  existing  Government  The 
Cabinet  agreed  unanimously  and  without  delay  to  the  principle 
of  the  settlement  proposed  by  their  two  chiefs;  and  on  the 
17th  of  January  Mr.  Peel  communicated  to  his  colleagues  a 
memorandum  cont»ning  his  plan  of  a  measure,  which  was  little 
more  than  a  simple  rep^  of  the  existing  disabilities.*  A  pass- 
age was  inserted  in  the  ^ech  from  the  throne,  recommending 
a  consideration  of  the  whole  condition  of  Ireland,  and  a  review 
c£  the  laws  imposing  civil  disabilities  on  Roman  Catholics,  to 
which  the  King  gave  a  reluctant  consent ;  on  the  5th  of  February 
Parliament  was  opened  by  commission,  and  the  King's  speech 
was  read  by  the  Chancellor. 

The  uncertainty  in  which  the  Cabinet  had  remiuned  up  to 
Uie. meeting  of  Parliament,  in  consequence  of  the  recency  of 


*  Sir  B.  Peel,  in  a  spee|ch  in  the  House  of  CommoBS  on  the  Reform 
Bill,  Dec.  17.  1831,  gave  a  narrative  of  the  circumstances  which  led 
to  his  undertaking  to  carry  the  Catholic  Belief  Bill  in  Parliament ; 
and  described  an  imaginary  conversation  between  himself  and  the 
Xing,  in  which  the  King  pointed  out  to  him  the  inconsistency  of 
calling  on  him  to  sacrifice  scruples  which  be  would  not  sacrifice  him- 
self. It  is  clear  from  Sir  B.  Peel's  published  Memoir  that  no  such 
conversation  could  have  actually  taken  place ;  and  that  he  only  meant 
to  put  in  a  dramatic  form  the  respective  positions  of  the  two  parties. 
All  his  communications  with  the  King  at  this  time  were  made  through 
the  Duke  of  Wellington ;  his  only  interview  with  His  Majesty  be- 
tween the  two  sessions  of  Parliament,  was  that  together  with  the 
Dake  and  Lord  Lyndhurst,  the  character  of  which  was  of  a  wholly 
different  nature.  In  fact,  the  King  objected  to  the  concession  ;  he 
had  no  wish  to  assist  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  ai^d  would  have  been 
glad  if  Mr.  Peel  had  resigned.  Sir  Alexander  Grant,  who  related 
the  anecdote,  in  an  incorrect  form,  to  Mr.  Baikes,  understood  that 
this  retort  had  been  actually  made  by  the  King.  (Baikes*  Journal, 
Dec  25.  1832.) 
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their  own  conversion^  and  of  the  resistance  made  by  the  Eang» 
rendered  it  necessary  for  them  to  observe  a  strict  secrecy  as  to 
their  intentions ;  they  even  went  further  and  created  by  their 
acts  a  belief  that  they  adhered  to  their  declared  opinions  on  the 
subject  The  Lancashire  progress  of  Mr.  Peel  in  the  autumn, 
the  Duke  of  Wellington's  letter  to  Dr.  Curtis  in  December* 
and  the  subsequent  recall  of  Lord  Anglesey  (who  had  been  ap- 
pointed Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  upon  the  resignation  of  Lord  Wellesley)  tended  to  pro- 
duce an  impression  that  the  leaders  of  the  Cabinet  were  still 
staunch  to  the  Protestant  cause.  Their  declarations  in  the 
session  of  1828  likewise  negatived  the  idea  that  dieir  con- 
victions on  this  subject  had  undergone  any  change.  This 
secrecy  lulled  the  Anti^Catholic  party  into  a  fake  security;  it 
masked  the  battery  until  the  guns  were  in  position,  and  ready 
to  play  upon  them.  It  therefore  promoted  the  success  of  the 
measure ;  but  their  conviction  that  they  had  been  defeated  by 
a  strittagem  created  a  strong  vindictive  feeling,  which  was  de- 
stined to  produce  important  political  results. 

The  proceedings  of  Parliament  were  commenced  by  a  motion 
of  Mr.  Peel  for  a  Bill  to  suppress  the  Catholic  Association ; 
which  was  allowed  to  pass  unopposed,  as  being  a  prelude  to  the 
repeal  of  the  Catholic  disabilities.  This  association  had  in  fact 
gained  its  object ;  the  Government  had  yielded  to  its  menaces, 
and  therefore  its  advocates  might  reasonably  consent  to  its 
suppression.  We  may  here  remark  that  the  three  great  ques- 
tions of  the  last  thirty  years, — the  Catholic  Question,  Parliamen- 
tary Reform,  and  the  Kepeal  of  the  Com  Laws, — have  been  all 
carried  by  political  associations,  whose  object  -was  rather  to 
intimidate  than  to  convince  the  Legislature.  The  existence  of 
the  Catholic  Association,  the  Political  Unions,  and  the  Anti- 
Corn-Law  League  may  prove  the  freedom  of  our  constitutional 
system,  and  the  safety  of  its  working  even  when  its  machinery 
is  deranged  by  external  influences ;  but  it  speaks  little  for  the 
wisdom  of  the  leading  statesmen  who  made  so  long  and  so 
stubborn  a  fight  in  defence  of  the  established  institutions ;  and 
rendered  each  of  these  three  great  settlements  a  capitulation  to 
a  victorious  enemy  rather  than  a  grant  of  an  acknowledged 
right.  In  each  case  the  Legislature  had  the  appearance  of 
passing  a  wholesome  measure  upon  compulsion,  not  because  it 
was  wholesome,  but  because  it  could  no  longer  be  withheld. 
The  existence  of  the  Catholic  Association  produced  moreover 
the  ulterior  mischief,  that  it  engendered  a  spirit,  and  gave  rise 
to  hopes,  which  called  forth  the  Repeal  Association ;  and  thus 
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Ireland  was  for  several  years  kept  in  a  state  which  threatened 
its  forcible  disruption  from  Great  Britain.* 

The  Bill  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Catholic  Association 
passed  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  17th  of  February.  On 
the  20th  Mr.  Peel  accepted  the  Chiltem  Hundreds,  and  vacated 
his  seat  for  the  University  of  Oxford.  His  re-election  was  suc- 
cessfully opposed  by  Sir  Robert  Inglis,  and  on  the  3rd  of  March 
he  took  his  seat  as  member  for  Westbury.  On  that  day  he  gave 
notice  that  on  the  5th  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  that  -part  of  the  speech  from  the  throne  which  related  to  the 
state  of  Ireland  and  Catholic  disabilities ;  but  in  the  meantime  an 
event  happened  which  nearly  frustrated  this  intention.  On  the 
evening  of  the  3rd,  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, and  Mr.  Peel  were  summoned  to  attend  the  King  at 
Windsor  on  the  morrow.  When  the  three  Ministers  were  ad- 
mitted to  an  interview,  the  King  appeared  to  be  in  a  state  of 
uneasiness;  he  stated  the  pain  with  which  he  had  assented  to 
their  advice  on  the  Catholic  Question,  and  announced  his  wish 
to  receive  a  more  complete  explanation  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  proposed  to  carry  their  object  into  effect  This  explana- 
tion was  given  by  Mr.  Peel ;  but  it  failed  to  satisfy  the  King 
who,  in  a  rapid  and  earnest  tone  of  voice,  objected  to  the  pro- 
posed omission  from  the  Oath  of  Supremacy,  of  the  words 
relating  to  the  spiritual  and  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of  the 
Pope.  To  this  objection,  notwithstanding  the  further  explana- 
tions of  his  Ministers,  the  King  adhered  f;  expressed  his  regret 
that  he  had  misunderstood  their  intentions,  and  retracted  the 
consent  which  he  had  given  to  the  measure.  He  then  asked 
Mr.  Peel  what  course  he  intended  to  take  on  the  following  day, 
for  which  his  notice  stood.  Mr.  Peel's  immediate  answer 
was,  that  after  the  announcement  in  the  King's  speech,  his 
vacating  of  his  seat  for  Oxford,  and  the  passing  of  the  Bill  for 
the  suppression  of  the  Catholic  Association,  the  only  course 
open  to  him  was  to  resign  his  office,  and  to  withdraw  his  notice. 
The  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Lord  Lyndhurst  concurred  in 

*  Mr.  CConnell  declared  for  Repeal  of  the  Union  at  the  first 
Clare  election  (Ann.  Reg.  1828,  p.  127.)>  and  again  in  the  following 
year  (Ibid.  1829,  p.  127.).  He  formed  an  Anti-Union  Association 
in  1830.     (Ibid.  1830,  p.  148.) 

t  It  may  be  remarked,  that  the  attaching  of  importance  to  decla- 
ratory oaths,  as  a  political  security,  is  an  indication  of  minds  of  a 
certain  stamp,  and  of  a  certain  amount  of  intelligence,  which  is 
nearly  infallible. 
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this  oouTse,  and  signified  their  intention  to  resign  their  offices 
with  Mr.  Peel.  The  King  said  that  he  could  not  be  surprised 
at  their  decision,  and  parted  with  them  in  a  kind^  and  almost 
affectionate  manner,  after  an  interview  which  had  lasted  five 
hours.  On  their  return  to  London,  the  three  Ministers  joined 
Iheir  colleagues,  who  were  assembled  at  a  Cabinet  dinner^ 'and 
informed  them,  much  to  their  surprise,  that  they  were  no  longer 
in  oflSce.  The  Eong,  however,  soon  discovered,  upon  reflectaoOy 
or  consultation,  that  he  had  gone  too  far  to  be  able  to  recede : 
accordingly,  at  a  late  hour  in  the  evening,  he  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  authorising  his  three  Ministers  to 
withdraw  their  resignations,  and  to  proceed  with  the  announced 
measure.  Mr.  Peel  suggested  a  further  reference  to  the  King, 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  distinct  written  authority  from  him, 
that  the  measures  were  proposed  with  his  entire  "consent  and 
sanction;  which  was  given  without  further  hesitation.*  The 
conduct  of  Geoige  lY.,  on  this  occasion  exhibits  a  remarkable 
ccmtrast  to  his  father's  character.  Geoi^e  III.  was  obstinate  in 
resisting  a  measure  which  he  disliked,  and  artful  in  turning  out 
Ministers  whom  he  wished  to  remoye,  but  he  took  care  to 
object  at  a  moment  when  the  country  would  support  him ;  he 
knew  when  he  was  beaten,  and  never  exhibited  himself  in  the  un- 
dignified attitude  of  attempting  resistance  when  it  was  too  late. 

*  llie  acoount  of  this  singular  transaction  given  in  ^Mem.  of  Peel' 
(vol.  i.  pp.  d43--5Q.),  has  been  followed.  An  inaccurate  repre- 
sentation of  what  passed  on  this  occasion  was  made  by  the  King  to 
Lord  Eldon  a  few  weeks  afterwards,  when  the  Bill  was  before  the 
House  of  Lords.  (See  Twiss'  '  Life  of  Eldon,'  vol.  iii.  pp.  82-7.) 
Lord  Eldon's  description  of  his  intefview  on  March  28.  1829,  in 
which  the  King  repeatedly  expressed  his  strong  repugnance  to  the 
measure,  ends  thus :  '  Little  more  passed  except  occasional  bursts  of 

*  expression, — "  What  can  I  do  ?  What  can  I  now  fall  back  upon  ? 
* "  What  can  I  fall  back  upon  ?  I  am  miserable,  wretched,  my  situ- 
^  "  ation  is  dreadful ;  nobody  about  me  to  advise  with.  If  I  do  give 
* "  my  consent,  111  go  to  the  baths  abroad,  and  from  thence  to  Han- 
* "  over;  I'll  return  no  more  to  England.  I'll  make  no  Roman  Catholic 

*  "  peers.  I  will  not  do  what  this  Bill  will  enable  me  to  do.  Ill  re- 
* "  turn  no  more !    Let  them  get  a  Catholic  king  in  Clarence."    I 

*  think  he  also  mentioned  Sussex.  "  The  people  will  see  that  I  did 
* "  not  wish  this."     There  were  the  strongest  appearances  certainly 

*  of  misery.  He  more  than  once  stopped  my  leaving  him.  When 
^  the  time  came  that  I  was  to  go,  he  threw  his  arms  round  my  neck 

*  and  expressed  great  misery.'  (Ibid.  p.  86.)  The  King  was  mis- 
taken in  thinking  that,  before  the  Catholic  Relief  Bill  passed,  he 
could  not  create  Catholic  peers.  He  could  create  them  ;  but  when 
they  were  created  they  could  not  sit  and  vote  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
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On  the  5th  of  March,  Mr.  Peel  moved  the  first  step  of  a  Bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholics ;  his  motion  was  carried 
by  348  to  160,  the  Bill  was  read  a  second  time  by  a  majority 
of  353  to  183,  and  a  third  time  by  a  majority  of  320  to  142. 
In  the  House  of  Lords,  there  were  217  to  112  votes  for  the 
second  reading,  and  213  to  109  for  the  third  reading.  On  the 
13th  of  April  the  Bill  received  the  Royal  Assent.  Subse- 
quently the  Government  proposed  and  carried  a  Bill  for  ndsing 
the  freehold  franchise  in  the  Irish  counties  from  40^.  to  lOL  a 

iear.  The  Catholic  Relief  JBill,  therefore,  after  so  many  legis- 
Ltive  miscarriages,  passed  both  Houses  by  majorities  of  about 
two  to  one.  This  result  of  so  important  a  parliamentary  con- 
flict, amidst  so  many  shoals  and  breakers,  was  mainly  owing  to 
the  patriotic  conduct  of  the  Opposition.  To  their  support  Sir 
Robert  Peel  bears  witness  in  words  not  less  honourable  to  him- 
self than  to  the  independent  members  of  both  Houses.     'I 

*  cannot  advert  to  that  conflict  (says  Sir  Robert  Peel  in  his 

*  Memoir),  even  after  the  interval  of  twenty  years,  without 

*  placing  on  record  my  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  cordial 
^  support  which  we  received  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  not 
'  only  from  all  those  with  whom  our  official  connexion  had  been 

*  then  recently  interrupted,  but  from  those  also  who  had  never 
^  had  any  political  connexion  with  us,  and  might  be  considered, 
'  so  far  as  the  interests  and  ties  of  party  were  concerned,  our 

*  decided  opponents.     It  was  not  merely  that  they  supported  our 

*  measures,  but  they  cautiously  abstained  from  everything 
'  which  might  have  thrown  obstructions  in  our  way,  and  in 
'  many  instances  forbore  from  pressing  objections  strongly  felt 

*  to  portions  of  the  plan,  in  order  that  their  general  support  of 
'  that  plan  as  a  whole  might  be  oordial  and  effective.' 

From  the  singular  conduct  of  the  King  in  attempting  to  recede 
from  his  promise  after  the  measure  had  been  announced  to  Par- 
liament, it  may  be  inferred  that  he  gave  the  royal  assent  with 
reluctance,  and  that  he  viewed  with  dislike  the  Ministers  who 
had  compelled  him  to  make  the  concession.  Mr.  Grenville  thus 
describes  the  King's  feelings  in  a  letter  of  April  14.  1829 :  — 

*  The  royal  assent  was  yesterday  given  by  commission,  I  believe, 
with  a  very  reluctant  mind ;  and  many  rumours  are  abroad  of  the 
King  being  persuaded  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  to  look  about  for 
the  means  of  forming  a  new  Administration  ;  but  this  practically  will 
be  found  so  full  of  difficulties  that  I  hesitate  to  give  faith  to  it,  and 
attribute  the  report  only  to  the  harsh  language  in  which  the  King  is 
•aid  to  indulge  himself,  whenever  he  speaks  of  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton. The  King,  however,  is  fonder  of  abusing  his  Ministers  than  of 
changing  them ;  for  a  few  hard  words  cost  him  nothing ;  but  a  great 
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political  ''change  could  not  be  made,  if  at  all,  without  much  more 
trouble,  fatigue,  and  worry  'to  the  King  than  he  will  like  to  expose 
himself  to.'    (Vol  ii.  p.  395.) 

The  following  characteristic  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton, in  explanation  of  the  motives  of  his  duel  with  Lord  Win- 
chilsea,  and  of  the  success  with  which  that  duel  had  been 
attended,  is  printed  in  the  recent  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of 
George  IV.  It  is  dated  21st  of  April,  1829,  and  is  addressed 
to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  who  was  then  in  Italy.  The  duel 
had  taken  place  on  the  21st  of  March. 

*  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter  of  the  6th,  whieh 
I  received  this  morning. 

'  The  truth  is  that  the  duel  with  Lord  Winchilsea  was  as  much 
part  of  the  Eoman  Catholic  Question,  and  it  was  as  necessary  to  un- 
dertake it,  and  carry  it  out  to  the  extremity  to  which  I  did  carry  it, 
as  it  was  to  do  everything  else  which  I  did  do  to  attain  the  object 
which  I  had  in  view. 

*  I  was  living  here  for  some  time  in  an  atmosphere  of  calumny.  I 
could  do  nothing  that  was  not  misrepresented,  as  having  some  bad 
purpose  in  view.  If  my  physician  called  upon  me,  it  was  for  trea- 
sonable purposes.  If  I  said  a  word,  whether  in  Parliament  or  else- 
where, it  was  misrepresented  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  upon  me 
some  gross  delusion  or  falsehood.  Even  my  conversations  with  the 
£jng  were  repeated,  misrepresented,  and  commented  upon  ;  and  all 
for  the  purpose  of  shaking  the  credit  which  the  Parliament  was  in- 
clined to  give  to  what  I  said. 

*•  The  courts  of  justice  were  shut,  and  not  to  open  till  May.  I 
knew  that  the  Bill  must  pass  or  be  lost  before  the  15th  of  ApriL 

'In  this  state  of  things  Lord  Winchilsea  published  his  furious 
letter.  I  immediately  perceived  the  advantage  it  gave  me ;  and  I 
determined  to  act  upon  it  in  such  a  tone  as  would  certainly  put  me 
in  the  right.  Not  only  was  I  successful  in  the  execution  of  my  pro- 
ject, but  the  project  itself  produced  the  effect  which  I  looked  for 
and  intended  that  it  should  produce.  The  atmosphere  X)f  calumny 
in  which  I  had  been  for  some  time  living,  cleared  away.  The 
system  of  calumny  was  discontinued.  Men  were  ashamed  of  repeat- 
ing what  had  been  told  to  them;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
moreover,  that  intentions  not  short  of  criminal  were  given  up  in 
consequence  of  remonstrances  from  some  of  the  most  prudent  of  the 
party,  who  came  forward  in  consequence  of  the  dueL  I  am  afraid 
that  the  event  itself  shocked  many  good  men  ;  but  I  am  certain  that 
the  public  interests  at  the  moment  required  that  I  should  do  what  I 
did. 

*  Everything  is  now  quiet,  and  in  Ireland  we  have  full  reason  to 
be  satined.  We  must,  however,  lose  no  time  in  doing  everything 
else  that  is  possible  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  that  country.' 
(Vol.  ii.  p.  397.) 
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This  description  of  the  position  in  which  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington was  placed  affords  a  remarkable  exemplification  of  the 
evUs  which  attend  upon  sudden  changes  of  political  opinion,  and 
the  obstacles  which  beset  the  path  of  a  statesman  who  under- 
takes to  cany  a  measure  which  he  has  previously  opposed. 

Sir  Archibald  Alison  has  a  peculiar  theory  upon  the  means 
by  which  Catholic  Emancipation  was  carried,  which  we  will 
give  in  his  own  words.  *  It  was  (he  says)  a  victory  gained  by 
'  a  large  portion  of  the  aristocratic,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
^  highly  educated  classes,  over  the  sincere  conviction  and  honest 

*  resistance  of  the  vast  majority  of  the  people It  was 

*  carried  by  the  liberal  opinions  of  the  holders  of  a  majority  of 

*  the  dose  boroughs,  which  brought  the  Government  into  such 

*  straits  as  compelled  it  to  force  through  the  measure^     Catholic 

*  Emancipation  was  the  greatest,  as  it  was  the  last,  triumph  of 

*  the  nomination  system,' *  It  must,  we  think,  be  evident  to  every 
one  who  has  read  the  preceding  review  of  events,  that  Catholic 
Emancipation  was  carried  because  the  Catholic  Association  and 
the  Clare  election  had  convinced  Sir  Kobert  Peel  and  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  that  Ireland  had  become  ungovernable, 
and  that  the  choice  lay  between  concession  and  civil  war.  If 
the  members  for  close  boroughs  had  as  strong  a  sympathy  with 
the  Catholic  cause  as  Sir  Archibald  Alison  attributes  to  them, 
it  is  not  likely  that  the  patrons  of  these  boroughs  in  the  House 
of  Lords  would  have  been  so  adverse  to  the  repeal  of  the  dis- 
abling laws.  The  House  of  Lords  had  constantly  shown  itself 
less  favourable  to  the  Catholic  claims  than  the  House  of  Com- 
mons :  in  1825  it  was  the  House  of  Lords  which  alone  prevented 
a  peaceable  settlement  of  the  question,  and  frustrated  the  hopes 
of  the  Catholics,  which  were  then  worked  up  to  a  high  pitch. 
It  might  indeed  have  been  expected  that  the  House  of  Lords 
would  have  redeemed  its  adherence  to  the  interests  of  its  order 
by  its  exemption  from  popular  errors  and  popular  fanaticism. 
Unhappily  this  has  not  been  the  case ;  on  the  contrary,  it  seems 
to  have  sought  to  atone  for  its  maintenance  of  the  interests  of 
the  aristocracy  by  embracing  the  prejudices  of  the  democracy. 
Thus  it  has  too  often  happened  that  when  the  people  have  been 
right,  the  House  of  Lords  has  been  oligarchical,  and  that  when 
the  people  have  been  wrong,  the  House  of  Lords  has  been  de- 
mocratic. 

The  justification  which  Sir  R.  Peel  makes  for  his  change  of 
opinion  and  that  of  his  colleagues  in  1829,  is,  in  our  opinion, 
triumphant     No  sane  statesman,  who  had  any  regard  for  the 

»  History  of  Europe  from  1815  to  1852,  vol.  iv.  p.  185. 
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interests  of  the  country,  could  have  advised  a  further  resistance 
to  the  measure  of  Catholic  Emancipation  at  that  crisis.  The 
objection  against  which  Sir  R.  Peel  was  reallj  called  to  justify 
himself,  at  the  bar  of  posterity,  and  not  in  a  meeting  of  angry 
and  disappointed  partisans,  is  of  a  wholly  different  kind.  '  If  (he 
remarks  near  the  conclusion  of  his  Memoir) '  it  had  been  alleged 
^  against  me  that  the  sudden  adoption  of  a  different  policy  had 

*  proved  the  want  of  early  sagacity  and  foresight  on  my  part ; 
'  if  the  charge  had  been  that  I  had  adhered  with  too  much  per- 
'  tinacity  to  a  hopeless  cause ;  that  I  had  permitted  for  too  long 
'  a  period  the  engagements  of  party  or  undue  deference  to  the 
^  wishes  of  constituents  to  outweigh  the  accumulating  evidence 

*  of  an  approaching  necessity ;  if  this  had  been  the  accusation 
'  against  me,  I  might  find  it  more  difficult  to  give  it  a  complete 
'  and  decisive  refutation.'*  Our  accusation  against  Sir  B.  Peel 
is,  not  that  he  changed  his  opinion  in  1829,  but  that  he  did  not 
change  it  sooner.  There  was  nothing  unexpected  or  unforeseen 
in  the  dangers  of  this  crisis.  They  had  all  been  predicted  years 
before ;  nothing  occurred  in  1 828  which  is  not  prefigured  in 
Peter  Plymley  ;  the  impossibility  of  permanently  governing 
Ireland  on  a  system  of  Catholic  proscription  had  been  wefl 
understood  not  only  by  the  Whigs,  but  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  all  the 
principal  statesmen  of  his  party  ;  by  Liord  Grenville,  Lord 
Melville,  Lord  Wellesley,  Lord  Harrowby,  Mr.  Canning,  and 
Lord  Castlereagh.  The  ailments  by  which  Sir  B.  Peel  jus- 
tifies the  concession  of  Catholic  Emancipation  in  1829  are  very 
sound  ;  but  they  are  likewise  very  obvious ;  and  had  been 
obvious  to  all  the  more  intelligent  statesmen  of  both  parties  for 
the  previous  thirty  years.  If  Sir  B.  Peel  had  been  an  essentially 
narrow-minded  man,  like  Mr.  Perceval,  Lord  Sidmouth,  and 
Lord  Eldon,  we  could  forgive  his  obstinate  persistence  in  error : 
but  looking  at  his  subsequent  history,  we  cannot  but  think  that 
(as  he  says  himself),  he  allowed  '  the  engagements  of  party  and 
^  an  undue  deference  to  the  wishes  of  constituents '  to  determine 
his  course  long  after  the  scales  had  fallen  from  his  eves.  This 
remark  applies  particularly  to  the  manner  in  which  he  insisted 
on  this  question,  as  of  paramount  importance,  at  the  time  when 
he  refused  to  serve  under  Mr.  Canning.f 

The  alliance  between  the  Wellingtonite  Tories  and  the 
Liberal  Opposition  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  Catholic 
Question,  though   sincere  for  the    time,  was    lunited    to  its 

•  Mem.  of  Peel,  vol.  i.  p.  364. 

t  Compare  the  remarks  on  Mr.  Peel's'conversion,  in  this  Joornalf 
voL  xlviii.  p.  222. 
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temporary  object.  The  Whigs  had  never  formed  any  political 
aUiuice  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington ;  the  Canningites  had 
left  his  Government;  while  his  sudden  conversion  on  the 
Catholic  Question,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  had  surprised  and 
defeated  his  party,  had  inspired  the  ultra-Tories  with  feelings  of 
bitterness  and  resentment  against  him.  The  session  of  1829 
was  closed  without  difficulty ;  but  in  the  session  of  1830,  which 
was  opened  in  February,  the  isolated  portion  of  the  Govern- 
ment began  to  be  made  manifest.  Mr.  Huskisson  and  the 
Whigs  showed  their  hostility ;  and  a  section  of  the  Tories  were 
angry  and  discontented.  The  pressure  upon  the  Government 
for  reforms  of  various  sorts,  parliamentary,  fiscal,  and  economical, 
began  to  be  more  urgent ;  but  they  gave  no  symptoms  of  anv 
intention  of  following  up  the  course  of  liberal  policy  in  whiw 
they  had  reluctantly  made  one  great  step.  While  the  session 
was  advancing  to  its  close,  an  event  occurred  which  exercised  an 
important  influence  upon  the  fate  of  the  Ministry.  On  the 
26th  of  June,  George  IV.  died,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight,  after  an 
illness  which  had  lasted  some  weeks ;  he  was  succeeded  by  the 
Dake  of  Clarence,  who  had  held  the  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  from  May,  1827,  to  August,  1828  ;  at  which  time  he 
was  removed  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington.*  Parliament  was 
prorogued  on  the  23rd  of  July,  and  at  the  same  time  dissolved, 
in  consequence  of  the  demise  of  the  Crown.  Soon  after  the 
prorogation,  the  revolution  at  Paris,  by  which  the  eider  branch 
of  the  Bourbons  was  deposed,  and  Louis  Philippe  placed  on  the 
throne  of  France,  took  place.  The  elections  were  held  under 
the  sympathetic  excitement  caused  by  the  ^  three  glorious  days 
^  of  July' ;  and  produced  a  House  of  Commons  unfavourably  dis- 
posed to  the  Wellingtcm  Ministry,  and  prepared  for  ulterior 
measures  of  reform.  It  was  reckoned  that  out  of  256  English 
members  who  then  sat  for  counties,  and  for  boroughs  more 
or  less  open,  only  79  were  ministerial  votes ;  141  were  in  avowed 
<^position,  and  16  were  neutraL 

The  melancholy  death  of  Mr.  Hoskisson  at  the  opening  of 
the  Liverpool  and  Manchester  Kail  way,  occurred  in  September, 
1830t,  and  removed  the  chief  personal  objection  which  the 

*  See  Mem.  of  Peel,  vol.  i.  p.  269.  The  office  of  Lord  High  Ad- 
miral was  again  put  in  commission,  in  August,  1828,  with  Lord 
Melville  as  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  Lord  Ellenborough,  who 
held  the  Privy  Seal,  succeeded  Lord  Melville  at  the  Board  of  Con- 
M;  and  he  retained  the  Privy  Seal  till  June,  1829,  when  it  was 
transferred  to  Lord  Rosslyn,  a  Whig. 

t  Mr.  Huskisson  was  born  in  1770,  and  therefore  he  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty.     He  and  Mr.  Canning  were  born  in  the  same  year; 
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Duke  of  Wellington  entertained  to  a  junction  with  the  Can- 
ningite  party.  Accordingly,  soon  after  that  event  the  Duke 
ad(£res8ed  himself  to  Lord  Palmerston,  as  the  leading  member 
of  that  party,  and  requested  him  to  join  the  Cabinet,  offering 
at  the  same  time  to  admit  into  it  two  of  his  political  friends. 
Lord  Dudley,  Mr.  Charles  Grant,  and  Mr.  William  Lamb, 
were  the  persons  named  by  Lord  Palmerston  as  those  with 
whom  he  then  considered  himself  as  mainly  acting ;  but  he  de- 
clined to  join  the  Cabinet  unless  Lord  Grey  and  Lord  Lans- 
downe  were  included  in  the  arrangement.  This  condition  put 
an  end  to  the  negotiation,  as  it  involved  a  complete  remodelling 
of  the  Cabinet,  which  the  Duke  did  not  contemplate.* 

Parliament  assembled  for  the  first  session  under  the  new 
reign  on  the  26th  of  October,  1830.  The  Government  appear 
to  have  been  prepared  to  meet  their  fate  with  resignation,  and 
they  speedily  laid  their  head  upon  the  block.  Sir  R.  Peel  was 
at  this  moment  the  real  head  of  the  Ministry ;  the  most  perfect 
understanding  existed  between  him  and  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton t,  and  in  his  knowledge  of  civil  politics  he  was  so  superior 
to  the  Duke  that  he  could  not  fail  to  be  his  guide  in  all  domestic 
questions  of  importance.  It  was  by  his  advice,  authority,  and 
management,  that  the  Catholic  Question  had  been  carried; 
and  he  was,  doubtiess,  unwilling  to  repeat  in  1830,  for  Parlia- 
mentary Beform,  the  process  through  which  he  had  passed  in 
1828  for  the  Catholic  Question.  The  Government  therefore 
decided  to  yield  nothing  to  the  rising  spirit  of  reform ;  and  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  made,  on  the  first  night  of  the  session,  a 
declaration  of  ultra-Conservatism  on  the  subject,  which  seemed 
almost  intended  to  provoke  opposition  and  to  court  defeat.  *  I 
^am  not  only  not  prepared'  —  he  said,  in  allusion  to  Lord 
Grey's  remarks  on  a  measure  for  reform  of  the  representation  — 

*  to  bring  forward  any  measure  of  thb  nature,  but  I  will  at 
'  once  declare  that,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  as  long  as  I  hold 
^  any  station  in  the  government  of  the  country,  I  shall  always 
*feel  it  my  duty  to  resist  such  measures  when  proposed  by 

*  The  fact  of  this  negotiation  (the  details  of  which  are  here  given 
from  authentic  information)  was  known  at  the  time.  See  Twiss, 
Life  of  Eldon,  vol.  iii.  p.  118. 

t  Sir  R.  Peel  says  in  his  Memoir :  '  From  the  moment  of  his  ap* 
'  pointment  to  the  x^hief  place  in  the  Government,  not  a  day  had 
'  passed  without  the  most  unreserved  communication  personally  or  in 
'  writing ;  not  a  point  had  arisen  on  which  (as  my  correspondence 
*with  the  Duke  will  amply  testify)  there  had  not  been  the  most 

*  complete  and  cordial  concurrence  of  opinion.'  {Mem.  of  Feel,  voL  i. 
p.  279.) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1859.  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of  George  IV.  97 

*  others.'  On  the  same  night  Mr.  Brougham,  who  had  been 
elected  for  Yorkshire,  gave  notice  of  a  motion  on  Parliamentary 
Beform,  for  the  16  th  of  November.  Another  event  at  this 
time  likewise  served  to  precipitate  the  fall  of  the  Wellington 
Ministry.  The  King  had  accepted  an  invitation  from  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  London  to  dine  at  Guildhall  on  the  9th  of  November, 
bnt  the  fears  of  a  popular  tumult  in  consequence  of  the  attitude 
assumed  by  Ministers  *,  induced  them  to  advise  His  Majesty  to 
postpone  lus  visit  to  another  occasion. 

On  the  15th  of  November,  a  motion  to  refer  the  Civil  List 
estimates  of  Ministers  to  a  select  committee  was  made  by  Sir 
H.  Pamell,  and  carried  against  the  Government  by  a  majority 
of  29,  the  votes  for  the  motion  being  233  to  204.  Sir  Edward 
Xjdatchbull  and  a  section  of  the  discontented  Tories  voted  for  the 
motion.  On  the  following  day  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Sir 
R.  Ped,  in  their  respective  Houses  of  Parliament,  announced  that 
the  resignations  of  Ministers  had  been  tendered  and  accepted. 
The  vote  was  not  of  such  a  nature  as  necessarily  to  entail  the 
resignation  of  Ministers ;  but  they  doubtless  took  it  as  an  in- 
dication of  a  spirit  which  would  soon  find  an  opportunity  for  a 
declaration  of  a  more  decisive  character.  They  likewise  stated 
subsequently  that  they  were  influenced  in  their  decision  by  the 
prospect  of  the  vote  upon  Mr.  Brougham's  motion  on  Par- 
liamentary Reform. 

Such  was  the  result  of  Mr.  Canning'd  premature  death,  and 
of  the  attempt  of  George  lY.  to  establish  a  reactionary  admi- 
nistration under  the  primacy  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington.f     If 

*  The  desire  of  creating  a  disturbance  was  materially  strengthened 
by  the  dislike  of  the  thieves  and  disorderly  classes  of  the  metropolis, 
to  the  new  metropolitan  police,  which  was  introduced  at  this  time 
under  Sir  B.  Feel's  Act,  passed  in  the  session  of  1830 ;  a  measure  for 
which  he  deserves  the  gratitude  of  the  country. 

j*  Sir  Walter  Scott  foresaw  clearly  the  probable  failure  of  such  an 
attempt  The  following  reflections  occur  in  his  diai*y  of  Aug.  11. 
1827,  the  day  after  he  heard  the  news  of  Mr.  Canning's  death  :  *  A 
'  high  Tory  administration  would  be  a  great  evil  at  this  time.    There 

*  are  repairs  in  the  structure  of  our  Constitution  which  ought  to  be 
^made  at  this  season,  and  without  which  the  people  will  not  long 
^  be  silent.     A  pure  Whig  administration  would  probably  play  the 

*  devil  by  attempting  a  thorough  repair.'  {Lockharfs  Life  of 
Scott.)  If  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Perceval,  Lord  Castlereagh,  and 
Mr.  Canning,  had  been  alive  in  1830,  their  respective  ages  would 
have  been  as  follows :  Mr.  Fox,  81 ;  Mr.  Pitt,  71 ;  Mr.  Perceval,  68 ; 
Lord  Castlereagh,  61 ;  and  Mr.  Canning,  60.  Lord  Sidmouth,  who 
was  born  two  years  before  Mr.  Pitt,  died  in  1844. 

VOL.    ex.   NO.   CCXXIII.  H 
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Mr.  Canning  bad  livedo  the  coalition  which  he  had  effected 
-with  the   Whigs  would  probably  have  been  consolidated   and 
have  acquired  strength,  instead  of  falling  to  pieces  soon  after 
his  death  and  making  room  for  a  Ministry  which,  after  the 
quarrel  with  Mr.  Huskisson  and  the  resignation  of  the  Can- 
ningites,  became  more  Tory  in  its  character  than  even  Laid 
XiiTerpool's  Government  had  been  since  1822.     The  year  1830 
was  the  nadir  of  the  Tory  party,  as  the  years  1814  and  1815 
had  been  its  zenith.     It  required  fifteen  years  of  peace  to  ex- 
haust the  popularity  which  the  Tories  had  reaped  from  their 
triumphant  conclusion  of  the  war ;  but  the  work  was  effsctoally 
accomplished.     The  Duke  of  WeUington  showed  as  much  skill 
in  leading  a  political  party  to  defeat,  as  he  had  shown  in  leading 
an  army  to  victory.     His  very  success  in  carrying  the  Catholic 
Question  helped  to  undermine  his  power.     He  had  taken  a 
step  in  the  Liberal  direction,  which  he  refused  to  follow  up  by 
any  subsequent  movement  of  the  same  character.     The  conse- 
quence was,  that  he  gave  mortal  offence  to  a  section  of  his  own 
party,  without  strengthening  himself  by  an  alliance  with  any 
detachinent  of  the  opposite  camp.     The  night  of  the  division  on 
the  Civil  List,  a  few  days  after  the  day  when  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  was  unable  to  appear  at  Guildhall  for  fear  of  creat- 
ing a  tumult,  and  was  forced  to  interdict  a  new  and  popular 
sovereign  from  attending  on  the  same  occasion,  by  reason  of  the 
unpopularity  of  his  Mmisters,  was  the  lowest  of  the   Tory 
depression.     Even  the  Reform  Bill,  though  it  abolished  'maigr 
Tory  boroughs,  nevertheless  gave  strength  to  the  party  by 
enabling  it  to  close  its  ranks,  and  by  healing  the  disunion 
which  weakened  it  in  1830.* 

*  These  sheets  were  already  in  the  press  when  we  received  Mr. 
Augustus  Stapleton's  last  publication,  entitled  '  George  Canning  and 
^  his  Times,' — a  volume  of  very  high  interest  from  the  correspondenoe 
of  Mr.  Canning  which  it  contains,  and  especially  from  the  light  it 
throws  on  the  foreign  policy  of  his  administration. 
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Abt.  IV.  —  The  Life  and  Remains  of  Douglas  JerroUL     By 
hifi  Son,  Blanchabd  Jebrold.     London :  1859. 

'T'he  woik  before  us  is  a  Life,  by  a  very  affectionate  son,  of 
a  father  who  well  deserved  bis  affection.  It  is  written, 
as  might  be  expected,  in  terms  of  warm  panegyric  From  that 
panegyric  we  ehaU  scarcely  find  a  single  occasion  to  dissent,  and 
yet,  strange  to  say,  we  are  deliberately  of  opinion  that  the  cha- 
racter of  Douglas  Jarrold,  as  a  moral  and  political  writer,  de- 
serves, in  some  respects,  tiie  severest  censure.  So  simply  or  so 
obstinately  does  Mr.  Blanchard  Jerrold  ignore  the  imputations 
against  his  fieither's  writings,  that  we  must  suppose  him  to  be 
either  ignorant  of  their  existence,  or  unable  to  perceive  their 
weight.  His  book  reads  like  a  Life  of  Napoleon  or  Frederic, 
written  by  a  man  who  never  happened  to  hear  that  unnecessary 
bk>odabed  is  a  crime. 

We  have  bq  reason  to  doubt,  —  indeed  we  have  considerable 
reason  to  believe, — that  much  of  the  high  praise  bestowed  by  Mr. 
Blanchard  Jerrold  upon  his  &ther's  character  was  deserved. 
Douglas  Jerrold  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  strict  integrity 
and  blanaeless  life,  a  devoted  husband  and  father,  a  faithful  and 
affectionate  friend,  a  generous  and  placable  opponent.  As  a 
pubUc  writer,  he  was  superior,  not  merely  to  vulgar  cowardice 
and  corruption,  but  to  all  petty  and  personal  motives  —  as  fear- 
less of  unpopularity  as  of  persecution,  as  impervious  to  flattery 
as  to  bribery.  He  never  praised  but  what  he  sincerely  admired ; 
he  never  attacked  but  what  he  honestly  hated)  and  both  his 
admiration  and  his  hatred  always  sprang  from  humane  and  ge- 
nerous motives. 

In  saying  this,  we  have  admitted  much.  We  have  admitted 
all,  or  Tcry  nearly  all,  which  Mr.  Blanchard  Jerrold  thinks  it 
necessary  to  claim  on  behalf  of  his  hero.  But  we  have  not  ad- 
mitted enough  to  satisfy  any  one  who  knows  what  the  responsi- 
bility of  a  public  writer  really  is. 

The  accusation  which  we  bring  against  Douglas  Jerrold  may 
be  summed  up  in  a  single  word.  He  was  a  sentimentalist  He 
wrote  to  gratify  his  sympathies  and  antipathies,  and  not  to  bring 
out  the  truth.  When  anything  struck  him  as  painful,  he  wailed 
and  whined  over  it,  without  caring  whether  it  wasjust  and  neces- 
sary or  not.  When  anything  struck  him  as  ludicrous,  he  mocked 
and  scoffed  at  it,  without  caring  whether  it  was  useful  or  not 
A  morbid  sensibility  and  a  grotesque  imagination  were  his  dis- 
qualifications as  a  guide  of  public  opinion. 
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Let  no  man  pretend  to  think  this  a  trifling  accusation.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  gerious  that  can  be  brought  forward.  It  im- 
putes to  the  accused  a  complete  deficiency  in  that  high  moral 
principle  without  which  no  man  deserves  to  be  considered  truly 
good  or  honest.  It  amounts  in  fact  to  this —  that  he  persevered, 
year  after  year,  in  writing  elaborate  essays  upon  various  sub- 
jects of  the  highest  importance,  respecting  which  he  knew  in 
his  conscience  that  he  had  not  done  liis  best  to  form  a  clear  and 
impartial  judgment.  How  does  such  a  writer  differ  from  the 
wretched  sycophants  who  are  even  now  polluting  the  Parisian 
press  ?  Only  as  a  duellist  differs  from  a  hired  assassin.  The 
one  outrages  morality  to  earn  his  pay  ;  the  other,  to  gratify  his 
passions. 

Mr.  Blanchard  Jerrold,  whose  hereditary  inability  to  argue 
or  understand  argument  is  painfully  conspicuous  throughout  his 
book,  actually  believes  that  he  can  vindicate  his  father's  memory 
as  a  writer  by  bearing  testimony  to  his  amiability  as  a  man. 
He  gives  numerous  instances  of  the  acute  sensibility  and  femi- 
nine tenderness  of  heart  which  distinguished  Douglas  Jerrold  in 
his  intercourse  with  his  family  and  friends,  and  says  that  he, 
who  saw  his  father  *  daily  en  robe  de  chambre^  has  a  right 
'  to  speak  somewhat  authoritatively  to  all  who  have  slandered 

*  him  by  calling  him  cynic'  Whether  a  cynic  may  not  possibly 
be  a  tender  father,  it  is  unnecessary  to  inquire.  But  it  is  ob- 
vious that  the  faults  of  which  we  accuse  Douglas  Jerrold  are 
precisely  those  which  are  most  commonly  found  in  men  of 
keen  feelings  and  warm  affections. 

Moreover,  were  the  facts  reversed,  the  argument  would  still 
be  worthless.  *  There  is  no  connexion  whatever  between  a  man's 
character  as  an  individual  and  his  conduct  as  leader  or  member 
of  a  numerous  party.  Old  Trojan  basking  before  the  parlour 
fire  is  quite  a  different  animal  from  old  Trojan  heading  the  pack 
with  a  sinking  fox  in  view.  The  children,  of  course,  are  confi- 
dent that  their  gentle  playmate  cannot  possibly  be  the  bristiing, 
grinning  monster  who  pounces  open-mouthed  on  poor  Reynard. 
But  the  huntsman  knows  better.  Ju^-t  such  is  the  difference 
between  Douglas  Jerrold  in  the  bosom  of  his  family,  and  Dou- 
glas Jerrold  writing  for  'Punch.'  In  settling  a  dispute  between 
his  children  or  servants,  he  may  be  the  mildest  and  most  impar- 
tial of  men.  But  it  does  not  follow  that  he  is  equally  so  when 
the  case  is^  Poacher  versus  Squire,  or  Dissenter  t?^^M5  Bishop. 

We  know  how  easy  it  will  be  to  find  personal  friends  who 
will 'speak  somewhat  authoritatively'  in  contradiction  to  our 
opinion.    *  What ! '  will  be  the  cry,  '  Douglas  Jerrold  prejudiced 

*  and  bigoted!     Douglas  Jerrold  careless  of  truth  and  justice  ! 
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*  Why,   if  there  was  anything  for  which  Douglas  Jerrold  was 

*  remarkable '  —  and  then  follows  the  usual  string  of  anecdote 
and  assertion,  wound  up  by  the  usual  formula,  —  *  To  us,  who 
'knew  him  well,  such  accusations  appear  ludicrous.'  So  it  has 
ever  been.     No  man  ever  robbed  a  henroost  yet,  but  some  one, 

*  who  knew  him  well,*  was  ready  to  swear  that  robbing  a  hen- 
roost was  just  the  act  of  which  he  was  incapable.  Those  who 
knew  Francis  of  Austria  well  thought  it  ludicrous  to  accuse 
him  of  cruelty.  Those  who  knew  Nicholas  of  Bussia  well 
thought  it  ludicrous  to  accuse  him  of  tyranny  and  ambition. 
But  those  who  know  human  nature  well  know  hdw  utterly 
worthless  such  evidence  must  always  be. 

However,  this  reasoning  is  on  the  present  occasion  superfluous. 
Not  only  does  Mr.  Blanchard  Jerrold  acknowledge  the  unprin- 
cipled levity  with  which  his  father  wrote,  but  he  seems  to 
admire  it  as  a  pleasant  and  humorous  peculiarity.  He  quotes, 
with  apparent  acquiescence,  the  following  almost  incredible 
X)a8sage  from  some  critic  as  sensible  as  himself:  — 

'  He  (Douglas  Jerrold)  was  impulsive,  epigrammatic,  sentimental. 
He  dashed  gaily  at  an  abuse,  like  a  picador  at  a  bull.  He  never  sat 
down,  like  the  regular  workers  of  liis  party,  to  calculate  the  expenses 
of  monarchy  or  the  extravagance  of  the  civil  list.  He  had  no  notion 
of  any  sort  of  *^  economy."  I  don't  know  that  be  had  ever  taken  up 
political  science  seriously,  or  that  he  had  any  preference  for  one  form 
of  government  over  another.  I  repeat,  fans  radicalism  was  that  of  a 
humourist.  He  despised  big-wigs  and  pomp  of  all  sorts,  and,  above 
all,  humbug  and  formalism.  But  his  radicalism  was  important  as  a 
sign  that  our  institutions  are  ceasing  to  be  picturesque,  of  which,  if 
you  consider  his  nature,  you  will  see  that  his  radicalism  was  a  sign.' 

Imagine  one  reasonable  being. writing  thus  of  another,  and 
thinkiBg  all  the  while  he  is  paying  a  compliment !  To  what 
does  it  all  amount?  Even  to  this, — that  Douglas  Jerrold  cared 
for  nothing  but  bis  own  capricious  tastes,  that  he  never  took  the 
trouble  to  ascertain  whether  he  was  fighting  on  the  right  side  or 
the  wrong,  that  he  was  wholly  ignorant  of  the  subjects  on  which 
he  set  himself  up  to  instruct  his  fellow  citizens,  and  that  his  life- 
long hostility  to  an  institution  only  proved  its  unpicturesque- 
ness  I  To  say  of  such  a  man,  that  he  dashed  at  an  abuse  like  a 
jncador  at  a  bull,  is  gross  injustice  to  thQ  picador.  The  picador 
dashes  at  the  bull,  no  doubt,  but  never  without  being  quite 
sure  that  it  is  a  bull.  He  does  not  *  dash  gaily  '  at  an  innocent 
milch  cow,  and  then  plead,  or  rather  boast,  his  ignorance  of 
Batural  history.  He  has  sense  enough  to  be  aware  that  a  man 
whose  trade  it  is  to  harpoon  bulls,  must  learn  to  know  a  bull 
when  he  sees  him.    Douglas  Jerrold,  it  is  admitted,  was  not  so 
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conscientious.  He  ^dashed  gaily/  not  at  an  abuse,  but  at 
whatever  he  chose  to  think  looked  like  an  abuse ;  and  society  has 
reason  to  rejoice  that,  though  his  friends  may  call  him  a  picador, 
he  was  in  fact  nothing  more  formidable  than  a  bold  and  nimble 
banderillero. 

After  such  an  admission  as  that  which  we  have  quoted,  the 
admiration  of  Mr.  Blanchard  Jerrold  for  his  father^s  energy  and 
sincerity  cannot  be  thought  worth  much.  All  he  can  say 
amounts  to  this,  that  Douglas  Jerrold  would  have  been  a 
powerful  champion  for  truth  if  he  had  but  sincerely  cared  to 
know  what  the  truth  really  was.  ^  The  hammer,'  he  teUs  us, 
'  descended  with  a  heavy  thump,  because  the  snuth  was  tho- 
'  roughly  in  earnest'  Of  course  he  was.  Smiths  who  work 
for  their  own  selfish  pleasure  usually  are.  M.  Louie  Yeuillot 
is  thoroughly  in  earnest  when  venting  his  spite  against  England. 
M.  Laguerroni^re  is  thoroughly  in  earnest  when  earning  his 
salary  from  the  Tuileries.  And  why  should  not  Douglas  Jer- 
rold be  thoroughly  in  earnest  when  pampering  his  sentimental 
caprices  and  showing  off  his  affected  witticisms  ? 

The  most  characteristic  specimens  of  Douglas  Jerrold's  po- 
litical writing  are  to  be  found  in  the  ^  Q.  Papers,'  a  series  of 
comments  upon  public  events,  which  regularly  appeared  in 
^ Punch'  for  some  years  after  its  commencement.  Most  re- 
markable papers  they  certainly  are.  Be  their  literary  marit 
what  it  may,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  elaborate  care  and 
nicety  with  which  they  were  polished  and  put  together.  It  is 
regular  jeweller's  work.  One  is  a  little  knot  of  quaint  sarcastic 
conceits,  another  a  fine-spun  web  of  allegorical  metaphor,  an- 
other a  wild  poetical  dream  of  grotesque  and  fantastic  impossi- 
bilities. But  not  one  of  them  conttuns  a  trace  of  common  sense 
or  rational  reflection.  For  any  connexion  which  diey  have 
with  the  right  and  wrong  of  their  subjects,  they  might  just 
as  easily  have  been  written  in  defence  of  the  Inquisition. 
We  are  sorry  that  Mr.  Blanchard  Jerrold  has  not  b^n  more 
oopious  in  his  extracts  from  the  *  Q.  Papers.'  Perhaps  even  he 
was  appalled  by  the  shameless  absurdity  of  some  of  the  eloquence 
which  we  remember  to  have  wondered  at  some  ten  or  fifteen 
years  ago.  But  he  has  given  us  quite  enough  for  our  purpose* 
We  pledge  ourselves,  without  travelliog  out  of  the  work  before 
us,  fully  to  justify  all  we  have  said  of  Douglas  Jerrold  as  a 
political  writer. 

We  will  take  first  one  of  his  favourite  abominations,  cor- 
poral punishment  in  the  navy.  We  are  told  that  when  a  boy 
he  passed  six  nu)nthe  as  midshipman  on  board  a  sloop  of  war, 
and  there  witnessed  the  infliction  of  six  hwhes  upon  a  sailor  for 
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tbefi.  The  recollectioa  of  this  moat  lenient  punishment  '  ap- 
'  peared  to  convolse  him,'  whenever  it  occnrred  to  him  daring 
the  rest  of  his  life ;  and  certainly  his  article  on  the  subject, 
diirfy  years  afterwards,  might  well  have  been  written  by  a  man 
in  convolsions.  It  is  a  rhapsody  of  alternate  sobbiag  and  gibing. 
First,  a  minute  description  of  the  bodily  snSering  inflicted  by 
the  lash,  then  a  scoffing  compliment  to  the  humanity  of  those 
who  maintained  its  necessity,  and,  fiaally,  an  ironic^d  suggestion 
that  the  cat-of-nine-tails  'ought  to  be  blessed  by  the  ship's 
'chaplain  in  the  like  way  that  bishops  sanctify  military  colours.' 
And  that  is  all  he  can  find  to  say. 

We  need  scarcely  remark  that  upon  this  painful  subject  we 
a^ree  with  Jerrold  to  a  great  extent,  and  would  gladly  agree 
with  him  altogether.  We  think,  as  he  thought,  that  bodily 
tortore  is  a  hateful  and  shacneful  thing,  and  wish  to  see  it 
abolished  if  possible.  But  is  it  not  necessary,  in  the  emergen* 
cies  of  actual  service,  to  hold  the  sharp  fear  of  instant  physical 
pam  over  the  heads  of  snch  men  as  would  otherwise  flinch  from 
their  duty  ?  We  do  not  say  it  is.  We  listen,  gladly  and  defe- 
rentially, to  the  opinion  of  a  distinguished  philanthropist,  who 
is  likewise  an  old  man-of-war's  man.  But  our  indignation  rises 
when  we  find  he  can  only  say  that  corporal  punishment  must 
be  abolished  because  it  really  is  such  a  painful  sight  What 
drivelling  is  this  I  Suppose  it  is  painful  Did  the  man  never 
hear  of  such  a  thing  as  a  painful  necessity  ?  Or  does  he  think 
it  raasonable  to  alter  the  discipline  of  the  navy  because  a  mid^ 
shipman  went  into  hysterics  at  seeing  a  thief  flogged  ? 

Another  subject  upon  which  Jerrold  was  never  weary  of 
declaiming^  was  the  atrocity  of  war.  The  vessel  to  which  he 
belonged  was  employed  to  bring  across  the  Channel  a  number 
of  soldiers  wounded  at  Waterioo ;  and  their  ^  raw  stumps  and 

*  festering  wounds  went  far  to  give  my  fistther  that  lively  sense 

*  of  the  horror  of  war  which  abided  with  him  throughout  his 
*life.'  Well,  raw  stumps  and  festering  wounds  are  shocking 
things,  but  shocking  things  may  be  now  and  then  unavoidable. 
There  must  have  been  raw  stumps  and  festering  wounds  after 
Thermopylae  and  Morgarten.  A  man  maimed  for  life  is  not  so 
ugly  a  sight  as  a  man  sold  for  a  slave.  But  no  such  considera^ 
tions  occurred  to  *  Q.*  He  was  unwearied  in  denouncing  the 
army.     He  declared  that  every  recruit  was  *  Cain  taking  the 

*  shilling.'  And,  speaking  of  a  bishop  who  had  consecrated  the 
colours  of  a  regiment,  he  scoffingly  inferred  that  henceforward 
'homicide  becomes  an  agreeable  kind  of  Whole  Duty  of  Man, 
'and  pillage  a  sacred  and  most  direct  way  of  enriching  oneself.' 

Now  Jerrold  was  not  one  of  those  consistent  lunatics  who 
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maintain  that  self-defence  is  a  crime.  Nor,  had  he  maintained 
it>  would  it  have  been  safe  to  take  him  at  his  word.  In  no 
man  was  the  fighting  instinct  more  wholesomely  deveipped,  and 
of  this  he  lived  to  give  signal  and  honourable  proof.  He  lived 
to  see  what  he  acknowledged  to  be  a  righteous  war^  and  to  do 
good  service  by  supporting  it,  in  spite  of  disaster  and  disap- 
pointment, with  all  his  heart  and  souL  But  he  who  thus  acted 
was  Douglas  Jerrold  the  stouthearted  and  warmhearted  English 
citizen.  Douglas  Jerrold  the  sentimental  philanthropist  was  a 
very  different  person.  The  sight  of  a  rude  mechanic  jostling  a 
child,  or  of  a  powerful  Emperor  invading  a  weak  neighbour,  set 
his  manly  spirit  in  a  flame  at  once.  But  the  abstract  idea  of  war 
made  him  shudder,  and  the  suggestion,  that  it  may  possibly 
become  your  duty  to  do  what  miakes  you  shudder,  was  quite 
beyond  him.  Denounce  what  you  dislike — therefore  denounce 
bloodshed,  especially  when  in  doing  so  you  can  throw  in  a  sneer 
at  a  bishop.  Perish  the  national  spirit  and  down  with  the 
national  flag,  but  let  ^  Q.'  enjoy  his  little  snarl  and  his  little 
giggle. 

We  have  alluded  to  Jerrold's  prejudice  against  bishops.  Few 
prejudices  are  capable  of  being  more  plausibly  or  more  effectively 
vented.  But  not  Mr.  Croker  reviewing  Lord  Macaulay — not 
Mr.  Samuel  Warren  satirising  the  Whigs  in  *  Ten  Thousand  a 

*  Year/  ever  vented  a  prejudice  in  more  dismal  platitudes  than 

*  Q.'  abusing  the  hierarchy.  Here  is  a  specimen  of  what  Mr. 
Blanchard  Jerrold  is  pleased  to  think  'scorching  sarcasm.' 
'  Q.'  ironically  suggests  that  the  bench  of  bishops  should 

'  Meet  at  Lambeth,  and,  discovering  that  locusts  and  wild  honey — 
the  Baptist's  diet — may  be  purchased  for  something  less  than  ten 
thousand  a  year,  and,  after  a  minute  investigation  of  the  Testament, 
failing  to  discover  the  name  of  St.  Peter's  coachman,  or  of  St  Paul's 
footman,  his  valet,  or  his  cook,  take  counsel  one  with  another,  and 
resolve  to  forego  at  least  nine-tenths  of  their  yearly  incomings.' 

How  irksome  it  is  to  transcribe  such  a  sentence  as  this !  What 
a  dreary,  weary,  empty  ring  it  makes  1  How  obvious  that  the 
man  who  wrote  it  never  in  his  life  gave  five  minutes'  serious 
thought  to  the  great  question  of  national  Church  endowments. 
How  fast  he  shuts  his  eyes  to  the  simple  truth,  that  if  you 
want  an  able  and  trustiyorthy  man,  whether  for  a  bishopric  or 
anything  else,  you  must  pay  for  him.  How  disingenuously  he. 
evades  it,  by  plunging  headlong  into  that  familiar  old  fallacy  — 
the  confusion  of  because  with  notwithstanding,  John  the  Baptist 
was  a  devoted  missionary,  although  he  had  to  wear  an  un- 
comfortable dress,  and  live  on  indigestible  food.  Therefore 
dress  your  bishops  in  camel  skin,  and  feed  them  on  locusts 
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and  wild  honey,  and  they  will  resemble  John  the  Baptist. 
"VN^hynot  carry  the  same  principle  a  little  further?  Ridley 
and  Latimer  were  brave  and  honest  confessors,  although  they 
had  to  die  by  fire  for  their  pains.  Therefore  roast  your  bishops 
oyer  slow  fires  so  many  years  after  consecration,  and  they  will 
duriDg  the  interval  resemble  Kidley  and  Latimer.  But  to  ridi- 
cule such  silliness  is  like  mimicking  the  gabble  of  an  idiot. 
Try  as  we  will,  we  cannot  make  the  parody  so  absurd  as  the 
originaL 

if  there  was  any  conceivable  subject  upon  which  Jerrold 
might  have  been  expected  to  say  something  worth  hearing,  that 
subject  was  the  condition  of  the  English  poor.  The  late  Duke 
of  Wellington,  greatly  to  *  Q.'s '  indignation,  asserted  in  the 
House  of  Lords  that  in  England  *  the  poor  man,  if  only  sober 
'  and  industrious,  was  quite  certain  of  acquiring  a  competency.' 
The  Duke,  we  all  know,  sometimes  said  exaggerated  things 
when  speaking  in  public.  Here  was  a  very  bold  assertion,  and 
possibly  enough,  in  the  year  1842,  k  very  absurd  one.  Let 
us  see  how  *  Q. '  deals  with  it  We  find  plenty  of  bluster- 
ing contradiction,  plenty  of  grandiloquent  stuff  about  Trailing 
the  Duke  '  as  we  would  nail  a  weasel  to  a  barn  door,'  but  only 
one  sentence  which  bears  the  faintest  resemblance  to  a  reason. 
Here  it  is  — 

*  If  rags  and  starvation  put  up  their  prayer  to  the  present  ministry, 
what  must  be  the  answer  delivered  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington  ? 
Ye  are  drunken  and  lazy/ 

That  is  all ;  but  surely  that  is  enough.  The  Duke,  you  per- 
ceive, must  clearly  be  wrong.  To  tell  ragged  and  starving  men 
that  they  are  drunken  and  lazy,  would  be  most  painful  to  *  Q.'8  * 
feelings.  Therefore  it  cannot  possibly  be  true.  And  for  as- 
serting the  contrary,  *  the  Duke  of  Wellington  either  lacks  prin- 
*  ciple  or  brains.'      Quod  erat  demonstrandum  I 

In  this  manner  *  Wellington  was  scourged '  by  *  Q.'  Such  is 
the  respectful  phrase  of  Mr.  Blanchard  Jerrold.  It  strikes  us, 
we  own,  as  an  unhappy  one.  We  are  certainly  none  of  the 
Duke's  political  disciples.  There  was  probably  not  a  single 
point  in  dispute  between  him  and  the  Jerrolds,  as  to  which  we 
do  not  think  him  more  or  less  in  the  wrong.  Still  it  is  difficult, 
in  such  a  crisis  as  the  present,  to  recal  that  honoured  name 
without  a  pause  of  involuntary  emotion.  How  much  England 
has  already  missed  him  I  How  much  she  may  yet  have  to  do 
and  to  suffer,  in  which  the  aid  of  her  old  captain  and  counsellor 
will  be  vainly  regretted !  Such  feelings  may  appear  absurd 
enough  to  Mr.  Blanchard  Jerrold ;  but  still  we  think  he  •will 
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act  wisely  by  dmmming  a  little  decency  when  next  he  has  to 
speak  of  the  Duke.  We  doubt  whether  he  has  any  notion  i£ 
his  own  moral  attitude  when  tripping  up  to  oast  his  little  mite 
oi  impertinence  upon  the  tomb  of  the  dead  hera  One  neyer 
knows  how  small  a  small  man  can  look,  until  one  haft  seen  him 
trying  to  look  down  upon  a  great  one. 

We  heartily  widi  that  Mr.  Blanobard  Jerrold  had  presented 
lis  with  some  of  ^  Q.'8 '  numerous  effusions  on  two  other  sub- 
jects —  Game  Laws  and  Capital  Punishments.  On  both  ques- 
tions, his  opinions  were  capable  of  being  supported  by  stroog 
and  plausible  reajBoning.  !But  we  well  remanber  that  his  usual 
arguments  on  the  one  led  directly  to  the  impunity  of  all  crimey 
aiud  on  the  other  to  the  abolition  of  all  property.  Howerei^  we 
shall  adhere  to  our  resolution  of  confining  our  remarks  to  the 
quotations  found  in  the  book  before  u& 

Mr.  Blanchard  Jerrold  supplies  us  with  an  easy  explanation 
of  his  father's  reckless  and  thoughtless  violence,  though  without 
seeming  to  perceiye  how  fatal  that  explanation  is  to  his  charac- 
ter iox  sense  and  candour.  He  tells  us^  in  very  pompous  lan- 
guage, that  Douglas  Jerrcdd  grew  up  to  manhood  in  the  thick 
of  Uiose  desperate  conflicts  between  Toryism  and  Radicalism 
which  commenced  at  the  peace  of  1815.  ^  It  was  natural^'  he 
adds,  ^  that  a  young  printer,  who  had  already  seen  something  of 

*  life,  whose  temperament  was  combative,  and  whose  sympathies 
^  were  for  the  weak  and  the  oppressed,  should  throw  himself 

*  fiercely  into  the  strife.'  Perfectly  natural,  npt  to  say  perfectly 
right  But  whether  it  was  quite  so  natural  that  the  experi- 
enced publicist  of  forty  should  continue  to  think  and  write  like 
the  combative  printer's  boy  of  fourteen,  is  altogether  a  different 
question. 

'  The  most  famous  school  of  Badicalbm,'  says  Mr.  Blanchard 
Jerrold^  ^  is  utilitarian  and  systematic.  Douglas  was  empha- 
'  tically  neither.'  In  other  words,  a  Radical  of  the  present  day 
is  obliged  to  understand  his  business.  His  opponents  have 
learnt  the  importance  of  popularity,  and  the  arts  which  con- 
ciliate it  What  will  happen  to  him  if  he  makea  a  slip  we  have 
lately  seen,  in  the  signal  disgrace  which  has  befallen  the  ablest 
popular  agitator  now  alive.  Very  difierent  was  the  position  of 
the  demagogues  at  whose  feet  Douglas  Jerrold  was  brought  up. 
Those  were  the  evil  days  of  Sidmouth  and  Castlereagh  —  days 
when  a  popular  cry  was  only  noticed  in  high  places  by  a  snieer 
or  a  threat  ^  The  great  unwashed,'  ^  the  vulgar  impatience  of 
'  the  mob,'  ^  the  people  must  be  brought  to  their  senses '  —  this 
was  the  sort  of  talk  whidi  a  Radical  orator  had  to  answer  fortj 
yeavs  ago.  It  was  sometimes  a  dangerous  undertaking*  but 
always  an  easy  one.     If  he  did  not  fear  magistrates  and  dra- 
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goons,  he  ran  little  risk  of  exposure  or  ridicule.  He  might 
ha^e  to  raise  the  devil  and  face  the  devil,  but  he  was  spared  the 
harder  task  of  giving  the  devil  his  due. 

It  is  easy  to  imagine  what  sort  of  men  were  produced  by  such 
training  as  this, — men  quite  as  prejudiced  and  quite  as  unreason- 
able as  the  bigots  to  whom  they  were  opposed.  In  their  ignor- 
ance of  the  true  principles  of  freedom  and  toleration,  and  in  their 
contenipt  of  economical  science,  they  were  fully  as  obtuse  as  the 
Tories.  Their  anti-national  malignity  was  even  more  detestable 
than  the  anti-popular  insolence  of  their  antagonists*  And  their 
language  was  usually  far  more  offensive,  because  their  tempers 
were  exasperated  by  defeat  and  unchecked  by  responsibility. 
Mr.  Blanchard  Jerrold,  indeed,  chooses  to  think  that  the  ex- 
oesses  of  the  Court  ^justified  the  most  democratic  tirades,' 
which  is  as  much  as  to  say  that  the  efforts  of  one  helmsman  to 
run  the  ship  upon  Scylla  justified  those  of  another  to  run  her 
upon  Charybdis.  But  to  us  it  appears  that  their  only  real  use 
consisted  in  balancing,  by  their  senseless  violence,  the  senseless 
obstinacy  of  the  governing  faction. 

A&  members  of  the  modem  Liberal  party,  we  utterly  re^ 
podiate  the  delusion  that  the  Badicals  of  &e  Georgian  age 
were  in  any  intdligible  sense  our  political  predecessors  oft  pro- 
genitors. We  respect  an  honest  Radical  as  we  respect  an  honest 
Tory,  and  not  one  iota  more.  We  dislike  a  selfiiah  or  spiteful 
Kadical  as  we  dislike  a  selfish  or  spiteful  Tory,  and  not  one  iota 
less.  Soutfaey  prea^ing  penal  legislation  in  the  Quarterly 
and  O'Connor  bawling  for  guillotines  in  the  North  Star,  Hook 
eaves-droppiug  for  scandal  about  Whig  ladies  and  Bevnolds 
inventing  Ues  about  the  bloated  aristocracy,  EUenborough  bul- 
lying juries  at  Gruildhall  and  Thistlewood  plotting  murder  in 
Cato  Street,  are  to  us  equally  6dioas  and  equally  contemptible. 
We  think  the  bigotry  of  Cobbett  quite  as  offensive  as  that  of 
PorcevaL  We  do  not  consider  Eldon  weeping  on  the  woolsack 
a  more  th<»ough  incarnation  of  Cant  than  Hunt  trumpeting  on 
the  hustings  And  not  even  Greorge  the  Fourth  in  all  his  glory, 
be-wi{^ed  and  be*rouged  and  b^Lawrenced  to  the  utmost, 
strikes  us  as  a  more  intolerable  coxcomb  than  Burdett,  await- 
ing his  arrest  by  the  sexgeant-at-arms  in  the  act  of  construing 
A^na  Charta  to  his  cluldren« 

Considering  as  we  do  the  Badicalism  of  the  last  generation 
merely  as  one  of  the  many  blunders  which  the  past  holds  up  as 
a  warning  to  the  present,  we  can  of  course  {urofess  little  respect 
for  those  who  continued  to  uj^ld  it  after  its  original  pallifr- 
tioDs  had  ceased  to  exist.  Among  these  political  anachronisms 
Douglas  Jerrold  was  conspicuous.  Parliamentary  refbnn,  mu- 
nicipal reform,  law  reform,  financial  reform,  ecclesiastical  reform. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


108  The  Life  and  Remains  of  Douglas.  Jerrold.         Juljr, 

all  found  and  left  him  still  repeating  the  cuckoo-cry  —  *  What- 

*  ever  is,  is  wrong.'  The  honesty  of  such  a  man  —  and  Jerrold's 
honesty  was  unimpeachable  —  can  only  be  defended  by  abandon- 
ing his  judgment  to  utter  contempt. 

That  Douglas  Jen^old  was  a  most  dexterous  artist  in  his 
own  peculiar  style  of  wit,  cannot,  we  think,  be  disputed.  He  was 
a  masterly  hand  at  turning  off  a  sarcasm  or  an  epigram.  Nothing 
could  well  be  neater  or  quainter  than  his  famous  compliment  to 
Australia — *  tickle   her  with   a  hoe   and   she  laughs  with    a 

*  harvest,'  or  than  his  comparison  of  a  miser  to  Judas  Iscariot, 

*  except  that  he  had  no  bowels  to  gush  out.'  The  great  defect 
of  his  wit  was,  in  our  opinion,  that  it  proved  nothing.  It  ^as 
mere  glittering  play  of  the  fancy.  We  cannot  believe  that  it 
ever  influenced  the  mind  or  changed  the  opinions  of  any  human 
being.  For  aught  we  can  see,  such  conceits  might  just  as  easily 
be  concocted  on  one  side  of  any  conceivable  question  as  on  the 
other.  Mr.  Blanchard  JeiTold  talks  of  his  fathers  neat  intellec- 
tual bijouterie  as  if  it  were  the  architecture  of  a  Cyclops.  He  tells 
us  that  *  he  took  broad  patent  facts,  great  indisputable  wrongs, 

*  and  drove  sharp  epigrams  into  the  heart  of  them,  or  entangled 

*  them  in  the  mazes  of  some  bright  fancies,  or  heightened  their 

*  hideousness  to  the  dull  public  eye  by  dexterous  and  picturesque 

*  contrasts.'  This  we  maintain  was  exactly  what  he  did  not  do. 
He  never  went  straight  to  his  point.  He  cut  capers  and 
flourishes  with  wonderful  agility,  instead  of  rushing  at  his 
adver6ar)''s  throat.  His  wit,  compared  with  that  of  Sydney 
Smith,  was  like  a  firework  compared  with  a  rifle.  The  flash 
was  as  brilliant,  but  the  telling  bullet-stroke  did  not  follow. 
His  powder  was  certainly  of  the  finest,  but  his  gun  was  seldom 
shotted. 

We  cannot  take  leave  of  Mr.  Blanchard  Jerrold's  work,  with- 
out remarking  the  intolerable  affectation  of  its  style.  Perpetual 
straining  after  wit  or  eloquence  is  wearisome  enough,  but  per* 
petual  straining  after  picturesque  vivacity  is  perhaps  even  worse. 
There  is  a  school  of  writers  now  in  existence  who  appear 
equally  incapable  of  descending  to  common-place  language,  and 
of  rising  above   common-place  thoughts.     They  describe  the 

*  prison  world '  of  an  age,  or  the  *  hearth  life '  of  a  class.  They 
'  have  something  fierce  to  say '  to  whoever  displeases  them.  The 
world  *  sets  its  ghastly  teeth '  at  their  heroes,  and  their  heroes 
in  reply  *  scowl  at  the  century,'  *  clench  their  fists  savagely,'  and 

*  fight  out  their  life-battle '  with  other  similar  contortions.  We 
earnestly  recommend  these  gentlemen  to  consider  what  they 
have  to  say,  and  say  it  plainly*  They  may  rely  upon  it,  that  a 
dwarf  looKs  none  the  taller  for  standing  on  his  head. 
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Art.  V. — 1.  Ichnology  of  Annandale,  or  Illustrations  of  Foot" 
prints  impressed  on  the  Nero  Red*  Sandstone  of  Corncockle 
Muir.   By  Sir  William  J ARDINE,  Bart.    Edinburgh:  1853. 

2.  Geology  and  Mineralogy  considered  with  reference  to  Natural 
History.  By  the  late  Dr.  Buckland,  Dean  of  Westminster, 
&c.  A  new  edition  with  additions  by  Professor  Owen,  Pro- 
fessor Phillips,  and  Mr.  Robert  Brown.  Edited  by  Francis 
I.  Buckland,  M.  A.     London:  1858. 

3.  The  Geology  of  Pennsylvania;  a  Government  Survey ^  with  a 
General  View  of  the  Geology  of  the  United  States.  By 
Henry  Darwin  Rogers,  State  Geologist.  2  vols.  4to. 
Edinburgh  and  Philadelphia:  1858. 

TW'OTHING  is  more  strongly  indicative  of  the  progress  of  the 
"^  physical  sciences,  than  the  necessity  which  is  constantly 
occurring  for  creating  new  terms  to  designate  peculiar  portions 
and  special  branches  of  science,  and  in  no  department  of 
science  is  this  more  apparent  than  in  Geology.  Since  the  found- 
ations of  this  branch  of  natural  science  have  been  securely  laid, 
it  has  not  only  become  divided  into  the  two  distinct  groups  of 
Physical  Geology  and  Palseontology,  but  this  latter  again  divides 
itself  into  distinct  segments,  among  which  we  have  Ichnology, 
or  the  study  of  Fossil  Footprints. 

These  imprints  of  the  former  inhabitants  of  our  earth  were 
first  brought  under  the  notice  of  geologists  about  thirty  years 
ago  by  the  late  Dr.  Henry  Duncan,  a  clergyman  of  the 
Scottish  Church,  residing  at  Ruthwell  in  Dumfriesshire. 
Hearing  a  report  that  impressions  which  bore  considerable 
affinity  to  the  footprints  of  quadrupeds  of  a  high  order  pre- 
vailed on  the  surfaces  of  some  of  the  sandstone  strata  at  the 
quarry  of  Corncockle  Muir,  in  the  parish  of  Applegarth,  about 
four  miles  north-west  from  Lockerby,  in  Dumfriesshire,  this 
gentleman  was  induced  to  visit  the  spot,  and  he  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  finding  the  faces  of  the  sandstone  stmta  impressed  by 
the  tracks  of  former  existing  animab,  as  had  been  described  to 
him  by  some  quarrymen,  who  were  engaged  in  obtaining  stone 
from  this  locality.  Dr.  Duncan  published  an  account  of  these 
impressions  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edin- 
burgh, 1828.  The  late  Dr.  Buckland,  in  his  Bridgewater 
treatise,  refers  to  and  figures  these  impressions,  which  will  be 
found  with  some  additional  matter  in  the  new  edition  of  this 
admirable  work  recently  published  by  Mr.  Francis  Buckland. 
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Professor  Owen,  who  examined  casts  taken  from  the  Corncockle 
tracks,  has  referred  the  .impressions  to  tortoises,  giving  them 
the  name  of  Teshsdo  Duncani,  One  of  the  original  slabs  col- 
lected by  the  late  Dr.  Duncan  is  now  built  into  the  wall  of  the 
Free  Church  at  Mount  Kedar,  near  Buthwell,  of  which  he 
became  the  minister  after  the  disruption  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land. 

Impressions  of  this  nature  are,  however,  not  confined  to  Corn- 
cockle Muir  quarry.  They  are  also  obtained  from  sandstones  of 
a  similar  age  and  character  in  the  same  county,  in  the  southern 
portion  of  the  vale  of  the  Nith,  in  the  district  around  the 
town  of  Dumfries. 

These  ichnolites  of  Dumfriesshire,  more  particularly  those  of 
Corncockle  Muir,  have  been  made  the  subject  of  a  valuable 
memoir,  beautifully  illustrated  by  coloured  lithographic  plates 
of  the  natural  size  of  the  slabs  containing  the  impressions,  by 
Sir  William  Jardine,  Bart.,  on  whose  property  Corncockle  Muir 
is  situated.  The  sandstones  which  afford  these  ichnolites  were 
formerly  regarded  as  belonging  to  the  series  of  Red  Sandstones 
to  which  geologists  applied  the  name  of  Upper  New  Red  Sand- 
stone. There  is  now,  however,  reason  to  conclude  that  they 
occupy  a  somewhat  different  position,  and  that  their  geological 
horizon  appertains  to  that  formation  which  has  received,  from 
the  illustrious  author  of  the  *  Silurian  System'  and  the  *  Oology 
^  of  Russia,'  the  name  of  the  Permian  formation,  in  consequence 
of  its  great  development  in  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Perm. 

At  Corncockle  Muir,  and  elsewhere  in  Dumfriesshire  where 
the  impressions  exhibit  themselves,  they  occur  on  the  sur- 
faces of  sandstone  strata  which  have  a  considerable  eleva- 
tion from  their  original  horizontal  position,  being  usually 
inclined  at  angles  ranging  from  34°  to  37°.  When  we  examine 
the  structure  of  the  mass  of  stone  which  constitutes  one 
of  these  strata,  we  find  it  composed  of  numerous  distinct  and 
parallel  layers  of  sandy  particles  of  a  light  red  and  brown 
colour,  and  these  layers  are  not  only  parallel  to  each  pther,  but 
the  whole  are  commonly  parallel  to  the  under  and  upper  fieuses 
of  each  stratum.  And  as  this  parallelism,  and  the  character 
of  the  particles  which  make  up  the  sandstone  strata,  exclude 
the  idea  that  the  strata  were  originally  deposited  at  the  high 
angle  of  inclination  at  .which  they  now  present  themselves, 
we  are  under  the  necessity  of  referring  their  present  inclined 
position  to  the  operation  of  that  force  which,  acting  beneath 
the  earth's  surface,  in  opposition  to  the  levelling  power  of 
water,  gives  rise  to  these  elevations  and  undulations  of  sur- 
face upon  which  the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the  face  of  our 
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eartih  in  a  great  measure  depend.  The  earij  conditions  of  these 
Tockv  masses,  on  which  are  now  imprinted  the  records  of  the 
wanderings  of  ammals  existing  during  the  earlier  periods  of  our 
earth's  h^toiy,  ore  somewhat  different  from  those  which  the 
new  sandstones  ^ow  present  to  as.  No  ordinary  force  of  mere 
pressure  could  at  present  impress  the  faces  of  these  stony 
strata;  wid,  from  the  Tcry  perfect  state  of  many  of  the  foot- 
prints, we  are  compelled  to  conclude  that  the  substance  which 
is  now  hard  sandstone  rock  was  formerly  soft  sand,  capable  of 
receiving  and  retaining  the  impress  of  the  tread  of  the  creatures 
whidi  walked  over  the  sandy  snores  of  former  geological  epochs. 
These  sandstones  of  Dumfriesshire  bear  about  them  the  evi- 
dence of  conditions  which  obtiuned  in  the  physical  geography 
of  the  areas  where  they  occur.  They  seem  originally  to  have 
been  wide-spread  expanses  of  sand  of  a  littoral  character,  visited 
and  covered  by  the  ancnent  tides ;  and  having,  here  and  there, 
scattered  over  them  muddy  patches,  such  as  now  are  often 
found  covering  small  areas  on  our  present  sandy  coasts.  Some 
of  the  surfaces  of  these  sandstones  record  atmospheric  condi- 
tions. Their  laces  are  sometimes  pitted  with  hollows  whidi 
have  originated  from  a  pelting  shower;  and  these  pittings  some- 
times have  such  a  well-defined  and  distinct  direction,  that  we 
can  ascertain  the  direction  of  the  wind  which  bore  along  with 
it  the  rain-douds.  In  many  localities  where  footprints  present 
themselves  on  the  surfaces  of  the  sandstones  we  read  the 
records  of  solar  influence,  but  the  sandstones  of  Dumfriesshire 
containing  footsteps  do  not  reveal  this  to  us.  Among  the  sand- 
stones of  Cheshire,  which  are  of  a  newer  geolo^cal  age  than 
those  of  Dumfriesshire,  and  which  are  marked  by  footprints, 
but  of  a  different  character  from  those  of  the  South  of  Scot- 
land, records  of  solar  influence  are  very  abundant.  Here  we 
have  the  sun-dried  surfaces  of  the  clayey  strata,  associated  with 
the  sandstones,  over  which  animals  formerly  crawled,  cracked 
and  shrunk  by  the  solar  beams,  which  absorbed  the  moisture 
from  the  mud  and  baked  its  surface,  cracking  it  in  all  directions. 
Sometimes  these  sandstones  have  their  surfaces  marked  by  beau- 
tiful sandripples,  the  result  of  a  gentle  breeze  breaking  the  still 
sur&ce  of  a  shallow  pool  of  sea-water  on  these  sandy  shores;  and 
we  even  find  instances  of  the  evaporation  of  salt-water,  and  the 
crystallisation  of  sea-salt  from  the  natural  salt-pans  of  the  ancient 
beEushes. 

There  is  a  curious  feature  in  connexion  with  these  ichno- 
lites  of  Dumfriesshire,  which  is,  the  almost  constant  and  uni- 
form direction  of  the  impressions.  They  nearly  all  indicate 
that  the  animak  walked  from  west  towards  east.      Sir  Wil- 
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liam  Jardine  suggests  that  the  progress  was  towards  the  land^ 
or  that  this  peculiar  direction  is  the  result  of  *the  softer 
'  state  of  the   sand  at  the  ebb  of  a  tide  causing  the  tracks 

*  entering  or  approaching  the  water  to  have  been  obliterated ; 

*  while  the  returning  tracks^  being  impressed  in  partially 
^  dried  sand,  have  been  preserved,  though  they  grow  gra- 
'  dually  fainter  and  less  distinct  as  they  reach  the  top  of  the 
^  bed,  which  would  have  been  the  margin  of  drier-  sand  nearer 

*  the  land.'  Dr.  Duncan  observes,  in  his  paper,  that  the  ani- 
mals had  progressed  in  both  directions,  east  or  west,  or,  as  he 
terms  it,  from  the  inclination  of  the  beds,  ^  up  and  down,  but 

*  never  across  the  slope  in  any  degree.-     Footprints  are  occa- 

*  sionally  uncovered  passing  from  east  to  west,  but  they  are 

*  unfrequent  and  generally  indistinct.'  Although  there  is  a 
great  uniformity  in  the  west  and  east  course,  this  is  not  exclu- 
sively the  direction.  Sometimes  the  tracks  turn  aside,  and 
rarely  they  are  found  running  north  and  south.  So  general  is 
the  west  and  east  direction  of  the  wanderings  of  these  animals, 
that  a  distinguished  English  geologist  affirmed  that  the  animals 
were  essentially  Scotch,  since,  like  their  present  countrymen, 
they  were  pursuing  their  course  towards  England ;  but,  unfor- 
tunately for  this  theory,  England  must  have  changed  its  posi- 
tion from  that  which  it  now  occupies,  as  an  eastward  course 
would  not  enable  the  borderers  to  invade  their  southern 
neighbours. 

Of  the  peculiar  animals  of  a  quadrupedal  nature  which  have 
left  the  impress  of  their  footsteps  on  these  ancient  sandy  coasts, 
the  only  records  are  these  ichnolites ;  and  they  are,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  of  a  dubious  character.  However,  comparisons 
with  the  imprints  of  the  feet  of  existing  forms  of  animals  lead 
to  the  conclusion  that  they  have  a  greater  affinity  to  the  foot- 
steps of  reptiles  than  to  other  classes  of  quadrupeds.  On  this 
matter  Sir  WiUiam  Jardine  remarks :  — 

^  The  animals  that  have  passed  most  frequently  over  these  sands, 
or,  in  other  words,  the  impressions  most  numerously  found,  without 
doubt  belong  to  some  forms  of  tortoise.  This  we  discover  by  the 
very  close  resehiblance  and  analogy  they  bear,  both  in  the  form,  the 
direction  of  the  footprints,  and  pace  or  stride,  to  that  of  recent  species 
which  have  been  made  purposely  to  walk  over  soft  substances.  From 
the  impressions  left  by  other  animals,  we  can  only  yet  surmise  that 
they  have  had  a  long  or  a  short  stride,  a  narrow  or  a  broad  body ;  and 
our  knowledge  of  the  footprints  of  recent  animals,  what  may  be 
termed  modern  Ichnology,  how  these  were  placed  in  relation  to  each 
other,  and  of  the  markings  made  by  the  lower  classes  of  animals  in 
their  passage  across  soft  sand  or  mud,  is  so  limited  from  want  of 
observation  and  experience,  that  we  cannot,  with  any  degree  of  cer- 
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talntj,  mark  even  the  class  of  beings  by  which  they  were  made. 
From  the  prevalence  of  saurian  life  in  the  period  immediately  follow- 
ing that  of  the  New  Red  Sandstone  era,  we  are  prejudiced  in  favour 
of  reptilian  forms ;  but,  however  it  may  anawer  in  theory,  it  does  not 
at  all  follow  that  aJl  the  higher  forms  were  absent  anterior  thereto.' 

To  the  most  prevalent  form  of  step,  that  which  is  of  a  de- 
cided Chelonian  character,  Sir  William  has  given  the  generic 
name  ChelichnuSy  indicating  that  these  ichnoUtes  had  their  ori- 
gin in  the  footsteps  of  tortoises.  The  most  abundant  form  of 
thk  genus  is  the  one  figured  by  Dr.  Buckland,  (voL  ii.  plate  31), 
and  which  is  also  exhibited  the  natural  size  in  the  plates  of  the 

*  Ichnology  of  Annandale.'  Of  this  form  Sir  William  Jardine 
says: — 

*  We  meet  with  this  impression  on  almost  every  bed,  in  various 
states  of  preservation,  according  to  what  had  been  the  condition  of 
the  then  sand  and  clayey  layer  that  might  be  superimposed.  Tracks 
seYeral  feet  in  length  are  frequently  exposed,  which  give  a  good  idea 
of  the  uniformity  of  pace  at  which  the  animal  proceeded.  At  one 
time  there  was  a  track  of  thirty  feet  in  length  laid  bare,  which  pro- 
ceeded first  in  a  straight  line,  and  afterwards  diverged  in  different 
directions,  maintaining,  however,  during  the  progress,  the  same  uni- 
formity of  pace  or  stride.* 

The  size  of  this  form  of  Chelonian  does  not  appear,  judging 
from  the  magnitude  of  the  footprints  and  the  interval  between 
the  pairs  of  steps,  to  have  exceeded  a  foot  in  length ;  and,  in 
many  instances,  the  proportions  of  the  impressions  would  lead 
us  to  infer  that  it  was  frequently  much  smaller.  Another  form, 
nearly  allied  in  size,  but  which  has  left  smaller  footprints  with 
a  greater  space  between  the  impressions,  inducing  Uie  conclu* 
sion  that  the  animal  which  originated  these  impressions  had 
longer  and  more  slender  limbs  tnan  C.  Duncani,  has  received 
the  name  of  C  ambiguus.  A  larger  form,  called  C.  gigas^  has 
left  impressions  which  approach  near  to  six  inches  in  length,  by 
nearly  five  in  breadth,  and  had  in  length  of  stride  equal  to 
about  sixteen  inches.  The  space  separating  the  extremities  on 
each  dde  in  this  species  is  comparatively  small,  being  about  four 
inches  and  three  quarters,  and  leading  to  the  inference  that  in 
this  form  the  body  was  comparatively  longer  than  in  the  other 
tortoises  which  were  its  companions  during  this  epoch.  A 
fourth  form  is  known  as  C  Titariy  and  the  impressions  pro- 
duced by  this  reptile  *  must  have  been  made  by  a  heavy  short- 

*  legged  animal,  progressing  at  a  slow  and  deliberate  pace.   The 

*  footprints  of  this  form,  which  are  nearly  equal  in  length  and 

*  breadth,  are  from  nine  to  ten  inches  across,  and  the  interspace 

*  formed  by  the  stride  is  about  the  same  length.     The  impres- 
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^  sioBS  are  deep,  and  all  the  features  about  this  form  of  ichno- 
^  lite  indicate  a  heavy  animal,  having  slow  locomotive  powera.' 
Another  ichnolite  of  a  Chelonian  character  is  known  under  the 
name  of  C  PlagiostojPus.  It  is  characterised  by  the  obliqae 
position  of  the  imprints,  which  indicates  that  the  creature  form- 
ing these  footprints  set  down  its  feet  in  '  a  peculiar  oblique  di- 
^  rection*  From  the  size  and  interspaces  between  the  footprinta;, 
^  it  would  appear  that  this  species  was  an  animal  having  a  short 
^  *  and  wide  form.' 

Besides  Cbelonians^  reptiles  ^of  other  orders  have  been  the 
formers  of  icbnolites  on  the  shores  of  the  Permian  sea,  in  the 
areas  which  are  now  occupied  by  the  sandstones  of  DumfHes- 
shire.  A  form  to  which  the  generic  name  of  Herpetichnus  is 
given  has  left  its  footprints  among  these  strata.  These  im- 
prints were  formed  by  ^  longer  and  more  lithe-like  animals ' 
than  the  Chelonians ;  and  these  animals  '  would,  in  all  proba- 
^  bility,  present  a  saurian  aspect'  This  genus  had  its  toes  more 
distinct  and  separate  than  CheUchnus.  One  form,  H.  Sauro* 
plesius,  from  the  size  of  the  impressions,  had  the  relative  pro- 
portion of  the  fore  and  hind  feet  three  and  four  inches.  An- 
other form,  of  smaller  size,  and  with  characters  which  on  the 
whole  are  not  satisfactory,  has  been  named  by  Sir  William 
Jardine  H.  Bucklandi,  A  form  to  which  the  term  Actibates  has 
been  applied  has  triangular  impressions,  but  concerning  the 
nature  of  this  ichnolite  not  much  can  be  made  out 

In  one  of  the  localities  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  valley 
of  the  Nith,  in  Dumfriesshire,  many  impressions  have  been 
obtained  from  a  quarry  at  Green  Mill,  in  the  parish  of  Caer- 
laverock.  These  have,  for  the  most  part,  a  genial  resem- 
blance to  those  which  occur  at  Corncockle  Muir.  Here,  how- 
ever, an  ichnolite  has  been  perceived  possessing  charaeters 
which  are  more  distinctly  batrachian  than  the  Corncockle  im- 

Erints.      From  the  batrachian-^like  nature  of  the  impressions 
ere  occurring,  the  term  Batrichnis  has  been  applied  to  this 
form.     Of  these  impressions  it  is  remarked,  that 

'There  is  a  great  discrepancy  between  the  size  of  the  fore  and 
hind  feet;  and  in  this  instance  it  is  remarkable.  The  pace  is  ex- 
tremely regular,  deliberate,  and  alternate.  The  small  fore  foot  is  set 
down  immediately  anterior  to  the  binder,  and  represents  three  or 
four  slightly  divided  toes,  and  an  undulated  sole ;  the  whole  breadth 
being  about  half  an  inch.  The  bind  foot  represents  a  smooth  ub- 
duUted  sole,  with  five  rather  short  toes  of  irregular  length,  the  second 
from  the  outside  being  the  longest,  the  interior  shorter.' 

These  icbnolites  of  the  Permian  strata  of  Dumfriesshire  in- 
dicate the  existence,  in  littoral  haUtats,  of  three  distinct  orders 
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of  reptiles ;  and^  althoogli  the  size  of  these  was  generally  smaU, 
still  they  point  out  a  widely  different  fauna  from  that  now  occur- 
ling  on  our  shores  The  conditions  under  which  these  footprints 
present  themselves  to  us  vary  somewhat,  according  to  the  circum- 
stances which  prevailed  on  the  ancient  shores  during  the  period 
when  these  were  inhabited  by  the  creatures  which  had  their  abode 
thereon.  When  the  animals  wandered  over  the  muddy  patches 
scattered  over  the  beach^  they  left  exact  traces  of  the  impress 
of  their  footsteps,  the  cUyey  surface  taking  and  retaining  casts 
oi  the  lower  portion  of  the  feet  in  the  greatest  perfection. 
Sometimes  the  animals  wandered  over  loose  ^sand,  which  in  some 
instances  trickled  into  the  footprints,  and  left  these  somewhat 
obscure ;  and  in  some  cases  the  sand,  over  which  the  creatures 
walked,  seems  to  have  been  so  saturated  with  water  as  to  have 
had  the  character  of  quicksands/ and  from  this  condition  it  rushed 
into  the  impressions,  obliterating  the  whole  of  the  sharper  por- 
tions, and  leaving  the  footprint  in  the  form  of  a  crescent-shaped 
patch,  having  something  of  the  external  form  of  the  track  of  a 
hoise,  and  giving  rise  to  impressions  which  have  been  often 
referred  to  this  animaL 

It  usually  happens  that  the  footprints  which  have  had  their 
origin  in  the  progression  of  quadrupedal  animals  do  not  retain 
the  impressions  of  the  fore  and  hind  feet  in  an  equal  state  of 
perfection.  The  anterior  extremities  are  commonly  merely 
oi^ans  of  support  in  many  quadrupeds;  while  the  posterior 
extremities  are  not  only  used  for  this  purpose,  but  also  are  the 
principal  organs  of  progression.  In  connexion  with  these  latter 
are  powerful  muscles,  used  for  propelling  the  body  forward; 
and  the  exercise  of  these  gives  a  greater  force  to  the  posterior 
extremities,  and  causes,  them  to  exert  a  greater  influence  in  im- 
pr^sing  the  surfaces  over  which  the  animal  travels.  It  is  to 
this  circumstance  that  the  greater  perfection  of  the  footsteps 
jNToduced  by  the  posterior  extremities  is  to  be  attributed. 

Many  animals  of  a  quadrupedal  nature  also  differ  in  the 
relative  size  of  their  extremities;  those  appertaining  to  the 
anterior  being  often  much  smaller  than  the  ones  which  belong 
to  the  posterior  portions.  Evidence  of  this  disparity,  in  the 
relative  size  of  the  extremities,  is  manifested  to  us  in  many  of  the 
impressions  which  have  resulted  from  the  wandering  of  ancient 
&rms  of  life  on  the  former  shores  of  our  planet  The  steps 
caused  by  the  fore  feet  are  frequently  smaller  than  those 
caused  by  the  hind  feet ;  and  in  some  instances  we  have  only 
the  latter  occurring,  giving  rise  to  what  at  first  sight  would 
appear  as  the  tracks  of  a  bipedal  animal  rather  than  (^  a 
quadruped.     This  latter  form  of  track  has  resulted  from  the 
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larger  and  more  powerful  hind  foot  being  placed  upon  the  im- 
pression caused  by  the  anterior  extremity^  and  obliterating  all 
trace  thereof;  an  occurrence  which  arises  from  the  mode  of 
progression  of  many  animals. . 

The  knowledge  which  we  acquire  from  these  ichnolites,  and 
the  conditions  under  which  they  originated,  tell  us  that  in 
periods  far  remote  in  the  history  of  our  earth, — periods  which  we 
entirely  fail  to  recognise  when  we  attempt  to  reduce  them  to 
astronomical  times, — there  existed  physical  conditions  akin  to 
many  of  those  which  now  obtain  in  the  several  areas  on  the 
coast  of  what  we  now  call  Great  Britain — sandy  shores  visited 
by  tides,  and  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  atmosphere.  But 
if,  on  our  modern  sandy  shores,  we  attempt  to  discover  analogies 
to  the  forms  of  life  which  were  the  former  occupants  of  our  earth 
during  the  Permian  epoch,  we  find  ourselves  entirely  at  fault 
The  many  forms  of  tortoises,  some  of  which  were  of  considerable 
size,  have  no  representatives  on  the  margins  of  our  sea-girt 
land.  The  lizards  which  appear  formerly  to  have  been  wan- 
derers over  the  beaches,  and  to  have  enjoyed  their  being  along 
with  these  tortoises,  have  no  representatives  on  our  coasts; 
the  only  analogy,  and  that  is  far  off,  being  the  small  Lacerta 
offilis,  which  never  seeks  the  wet  or  muddy  portion  of  our  shores^ 
but  which  is  confined  to  the  dry  sandy  heaps  accumulated,  from 
ihe  sand  of  the  beach,  into  the  state  of  hills  forming  a  barrier 
between  the  sandy  shore  and  the  cultivated  interior.  The  Per- 
mian forms  of  Batrachiae  which  have  impressed  the  surfaces 
of  the  sandstones,  and  are  characterised  by  the  unequal  size 
of  the  fore  and  hind  feet,  have  no  equivalents  now  living 
under  like  conditions,  and  all  the  circumstances  of  animal  life, 
as  these  are  exhibited  to  us  by  the  ichnolites,  point  out  a  totaUy 
different  state  of  things  from  what  now  prevails  in  temperate 
regions. 

It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance  that  although  these  im- 
pressions in  their  several  states  of  perfection  are  excessively 
numerous,  we  have  no  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  crea- 
tures which  produced  them,  save  in  the  form  of  ichnolites. 
Not  a  trace  of  any  portion  of  the  solid  skeleton  has  yet 
been  obtained  from  any  of  the  strata  in  any  parts  of  Dumfries- 
shire which  yield  footprints,  or  in  any  portion  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  Permian  sandstones  in  these  areas.  Yet  solid  osseous 
framework  must  have  formed  the  bases  upon  which  the  other 
portions  of  the  animals  were  constructed.  The  question  naturally 
arises :  What  has  become  of  the  bones  and  teeth,  the  most 
durable  portions  of  these  Vertebrata  ?  The  peculiar  chemical 
nature  of  the  sand  in  which  the  bones,  after  the  death  of  the 
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animals^  probably  became  embedded,  seems  to  have  exercised 
a  hostile  influence  upon  their  preserration.  The  sandstones 
are  strongly  impr^nated  with  peroxide  of  iron,  and  this  sub- 
stance rapidly  decomposes  organic  matter,  whether  this  be 
animal  or  vegetable,  and  it  is  probably  this  power,  acting 
upon  the  organic  tissues,  which  has  obliterated  all  traces 
of  the  more  solid  structure  of  the  authors  of  the  icbnolites. 
This  absence  of  solid  structures  of  animals  in  connexion  with 
Ihese  impressions,  teaches  us  what  care  should  be  exercised  in 
drawing  conclusions  from  purely  negative  evidence.  For  on 
what  basis  does  onr  knowledge  of  the  occurrence  of  abundance 
of  quadrupedal  life  in  connexion  with  the  Permian  formation 
rest?  Simply  on  the  presence  of  footprints  which  have  been 
impressed  on  sandy  shores  during  this  period.  Evidence,  at 
first  sight,  so  fragile  that  we  could  hardly  expect  its  occurrence, 
and  yet  these  records  of  the  wanderings  of  the  ancient  creatures 
on  the  former  shores  have  been  more  enduring  than  the  solid 
framework  of  the  animals  themselves.  Among  the  Permian 
sandstones  of  Dumfriesshire  ichnolites  are  the  only  records 
we  possess  of  the  occurrence,  in  this  area,  of  organic  forms 
of  whatever  character.  No  trace  of  a  shell  or  crustacean,  no 
track  of  an  ancient  marine  worm,  is  to  be  met  with  in  any 
of  the  strata  which  make  up  the  mass  of  deposits  in  this 
locality.  We  are  devoid  of  all  knowledge  concerning  the 
food  of  these  former  reptiles,  and  yet  analogy  justifies  us  in 
concluding  that  they  fed  upon  sea-weeds,  and  it  is  probably 
owing  to  their  search  after  their  proper  support,  that  we  owe 
those  numerous  impressions  which  mark  the  surfaces  of  the 
sandstones. 

In  Great  Britain  there  are  strata,  both  of  an  older  and  a 
newer  age^  which  also  afford  ichnolites ;  and  records  of  this 
nature  are  among  the  oldest  evidence  which  we  possess  of  the 
existence  of  quadrupedal  life  on  the  surface  of  our  globe.  These 
have  been  met  with  among  strata  which  are  known  to  geologists 
under  the  name  of  Devonian  or  Old  Red  Sandstone,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Elgin,  at  Cummingstone,  in  deposits  which 
are  recognised  as  appertaining  to  the  higher  members  of  the 
Devonian  series.  Sandstone  surfaces  e:!ddbit  ichnolites  upon 
them,  and  these  ichnolites  are  of  such  a  character  as  to  induce 
geologists  to  regard  them  as  resulting  from  the  footprints  of 
tortoises.  The  impressions  in  this  locality  are  of  small  size  and 
seem  to  have  been  produced  by  an  animal  not  exceeding  eight 
inches  in  length ;  but  they  are  of  great  interest,  as  they  afford 
us  perhaps  the  earliest  evidence  of  the  existence  of  reptile  life  on 
the  surface  of  our  planet.     The  evidence  of  the  existence  of 
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TCptile  Kfe  do6B  Bot^  lKm«va*5  rest  ^exduBively  %m  icimolites.  Xn 
fltratft  of  the  same  age,  and  at  tfae  same  locality,  an  almost  per- 
fect skeleton  of  one  of  the  earliest- reptilian  inliabitHnts  of  oar 
earth  has  been  found,  and  this,  called  Tekrpeton  Elpnense  by 
Mantell,  possessed  a  carioos  combination  of  dfaaracters,  uniting* 
many  of  the  features  of  Batradiia  with  those  of  Lizards.  This 
extremely  ancient  batraohian-4ike  lizard  had,  as  its  companion 
on  the  sandy  shores  of  the  Devonian  «ea,  Ae  tortoise,  of  the 
evidence  vf  the  <exi9tence  of  which  ichndites  akme  remain. 

The  formation  M^iidi  is  intermediate  in  position  between  tlie 
Devonian  beSow  and  the  Permian  above,  and  known  nnder  the 
name  of  the  Carboniferous  formation,  from  the  circnmstance 
that  it  affords  the  coal-bearing  strata,  bas  also  afforded  ichnoKtes. 
These  have  been  met  witii  among  the  sandstones  of  the  ooat- 
measnres  in  the  east  of  Scotland ;  and  an  ichndite  from  iSie 
strata  known  as  the  Millstone  Orit  senes,  and  composed  for  tlie 
most  part  of  <;oflTse  sasndstone,  which  immediately  underlie  the 
coal  measures  proper  of  Lanca^ire  and  Yoikshire,  has  been 
discovered  at  Tintwhistle  in  Cheshire,  by  Mr,  Binney,  and  de- 
scribed by  Imn  in  the  ^  Journal  of  the  Creological  Society,'  vol.  ix. 
This  ichnoKte,  ClieHchntat  inffens,  which  hw  the  tAaracters  of  a 
tortoise  impression,  much  exceeds  in  size  any  of  those  wlndi 
have  been  previously  ^scovered  in  any  of  the  several  formations 
of  the  British  isles.  Its  footprints  bave  a  diameter  of  abont 
ten  inches,  and  they  seem  to  have  been  fonned  by  an  animal 
whicJi  had  a  stride  of  two  feet  ten  inches  and  a  half. 

Fossil  footprints  have  been  noticed  in  America,  in  strata  wbicb 
seem  to  appertain  to  the  lower  portion  of  the  Carboniferous  series. 
These  have  been  described  by  Dr.  Isaac  Lea,  and  have  been  found 
in  the  coal  district  of  Potsvilk,  Schuykill  county,  Pennsylvania. 
They  occur  here  on  the  under  surfaces  of  some  of  the  sand- 
stones, in  a  state  of  ^  bas-relief ;^  and  their  position  on  the 
fmder  surfaces  of  the  sandstones,  is  owing  to  tbeir  occurring  as 
natural  casts  taken  from  the  strata  upon  which  tliese  sandstones 
repose,  and  on  which  the  ichnolites  were  originally  formed. 
In  connexion  with  these  impressions  of  the  sandstones  of  Pots- 
v31e,  we  find,  besides  the  imprints  of  the  footsteps,  a  groove- 
like furrow  intermediate  to  the  rows  of  impressions.  These 
fnrrows  are  not  opposite  to  each  other,  but  alternate,  and  are 
about  from  five  to  six  inches  long,  by  three  quarters  of  an  inch 
wide.  They  seem  to  have  had  their  origin  in  the  motion  of  the 
tail  of  the  animal,  which,  having  a  vertically  flattened  character, 
came  in  contact  with  the  ground  at  each  stride  of  the  creature, 
and  cut  a  shallow  groove  in  the  mnd  over  which  tbe  animal 
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travened.  Tfaie  animal,  firom  the  natare  of  its  iohnolitie  evi- 
dence,  seems  to  hare  had  a  saurian  nature,  and  its  steps  have 
been  designated  by  Dr.  Lea  as  those  of  the  Sauropus.  Asso- 
ciated with  the  tracks  of  the  Sauropus,  and  occurring  on  the 
faces  of  the  same  sandstones,  are  numerous  ripple-markings;  and 
the  Cues  of  the  ^labs  are  oovered  by  fine  namnullatioits,  the  na- 
iunl  eaate  of  raiiHpits,  fermed  on  the  iBuddy  deposits  whieh 
support  those  aaadstooee  of  the  Carbooifetom  series  of  PoteviUe. 
The  magnifioent  Survey  of  the  Geography  of  Pemisylvania, 
wludi  is  one  of  the  most  imiuable  recent  contributions  to  geolo- 
gical science,  and  is  published  in  a  form  equally  creditable  to 
the  liberality  of  that  commonwealth,  the  energnr  of  its  author, 
and  the  typqgraphical  skill  of  this  city,  enables  us  to  quote 
some  interestipg  details  as  to  the  latest  discoveries  on  this  sub- 
ject in  the  United  Slates.  After  describing  Dr.  Lea's  discove- 
nesp  in  1849,  sf  the  '  Sour  opus '  in  the  Vespertine  formation  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Potsville^  the  aathor  proceeds :  — 

*  Aboot  iSOO  feet  lower  in  the  formation,  or  farther  south  in  the 
same  locality,  the  geological  survey  bix)aght  to  iight  another  species 
sf  foo^irints  of  mach  smaller  disiensions ;  and  soon  afterwards  two 
varieties  si;  a  spot  cut  far  south  of  the  West  Gi^  in  Sharp  Mountain, 
lbs  lai^gest  of  the  three  apedes,  identical  apparently  with  the  Sau- 
ropus  of  Lea,  consists  of  footprints,  eaeh  about  two  inches  in  diameter, 
i^temately  right  and  left  footed  and  quadrupedal,  with  the  fore  and 
hind  feet  of  nearly  equal  dimennons,  the  length  of  the  stride  being 
about  nine  inches,  the  straddle  between  the  right  and  left  footsteps 
nearly  four  inches,  and  the  iBiprifits  of  the  hind  feet  but  irttle  behind 
those  of  the  fore  feet  A  somewhat  indistinet  grooviog  of  the  sur- 
&oe  of  the  stone,  in  two  or  three  places  centrally  between  the  two 
rows  of  footsteps,  suggests  liiat  the  creature  leaving  these  marks  mtif 
have  dn^iged  a  tail  behind  it;  and  the  whole  aspect  of  the  impressions 
b  suggestive  of  an  animal  allied  rather  to  the  Saurians  than  to  the 
Batrachian  or  Chelonian  reptiles.  All  of  the  three  species  of  foot- 
marks are  quadrupedal,  and  all  of  them  five-toed,  and  right  and  left 
footed,  with  an  alternation  also  implying  both  fore  feet  and  hind  feet. 

*  In  the  smallest  species,  the  toes  are  nearly  divergent,  like  the 
fingers  of  the  human  hand  firmly  outspread  upon  a  table.  E^ch 
footprint  is  abont  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  the  length  of  the 
stride  is  from  two  to  four  inches.  No  traces  of  reptilian  bones  were 
discovered  with  these  impressions,  nor  indeed  in  any  part  of  the 
fi>rmation.  I  have  invariably  noticed  that  the  surfaces  bearing  these 
supposed  reptilian  impressions,  which  considerations  of  economy 
have  compelled  me  to  omit  engraving,  exhibit  various  indications  pi 
having  been  exposed  to  the  air  in  a  wet  state  at  the  time  the  im- 
prints were  formed.  They  are  always  at  the  incohering  partings 
between  easify  separating  beds  of  sandstone ;  and  the  indented  sur- 
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face  is  glazed  with  a  fine,  slimy  clay,  such  as  retreating  turbid  water 
leaves  behind  it;  the  scaling  off  of  this  coating  of  clay  soon  obliterates 
the  smaller  footprints.  These  glazed  surfaces  are  furthermore  im- 
pressed with  delicate  water-marks  and  groovings,  such  as  geologists 
are  wont  to  attribute  to  shrinkage  in  mud  from  the  sun's  heat  So 
exclusively  are  the  footprints  confined  to  these  glazed  and  seemingly 
half  air-dried  surfaces,  that  it  is  in  vain  to  look  for  them  by  splitting 
open  the  cohering  layers  of  the  sandstone,  for  they  occur  only  when 
the  beds  spontaneously  separate.  All  the  associated  phenomena  con- 
firm the  inference  drawn  from  the  footprints  themselves,  that  the 
creatures  which  left  them  were  air  breathers  in  their  organisation/ 
{Geology  of  Pennsylvania^  voL  ii.  p.  831.) 

Dr.  Eang  has  also  described  ichnolites  from  strata  wfaiph 
belong  to  the  Carboniferous  series  in  North  America.  These 
footprints. were  discovered  in  a  sandstone  appertaining  to  the 
coal-measures  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania.  These 
footprints  have  been  figured  and  described  by  Sir  C.  Lyell  in 
his  *  Manual ;'  and  they  have,  in  some  respects,  a  resemblance 
to  the  impressions  of  the  Cheirotherium  of  the  Trias.  The 
relative  size  of  the  fore  and  hind  impressions,  however,  more 
nearly  approximates  than  in  the  Tnassic  ichnolites,  the  hind 
imprint  not  exceeding  that  of  the  fore  one  by  more  than  twice 
its  size.  In  these  impressions,  the  footprints  caused  by  the  fore 
feet  have  four  toes,  while  those  which  have  been  produced  by 
the  hind  feet  exhibit  five.  The  general  aspect  of  this  ichnolite 
is  such  as  to  support  the  conclusion  that  it  resulted  from  a 
reptile  having  a  batrachian  character. 

In  the  Permian  strata  of  England  no  remains  of  an  ichnolite 
nature  have  yet  been  met  with.  Animal  life  in  another  form 
occurs,  showing  that  many  races  of  molluscs  lived  in  the  Per- 
mian seas ;  and  it  is  to  Scotland,  as  yet,  that  ichnolites  belong 
in  the  Permian  series.  In  the  succeeding  Trias  strata  England 
has  abundance  of  ichnolitic  remains ;  and  it  was  in  deposits  of 
this  age  that  these  were  first  observed  in  this  country.  Cheshire 
and  Warwickshire,  where  the  Trias  abounds,  and  where  the 
physical  conditions  were  such,  during  this  epoch,  as  to  facilitate 
the  occurrence  and  preservation  of  footprints,  afford  numerous 
proofs  of  the  existence  of  reptile  life  during  this  epoch,  as  this 
existence  is  recorded  by  footprints.  Stourton  quarry,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Mersey,  and  a  few  miles  from  Liverpool, 
which  town  derives  some  of  its  building  stone  from  this  quarry, 
is  one  of  the  spots  from  whence  ichnolites  are  obtained.  Weston 
Point,  also  on  the  south  side  of  the  Mersey,  and  contiguous  to 
Buncom,  is  another  quarry  affording  these  remains ;  and  Lymn, 
also  in  Cheshire,  a  few  miles  south  of  Manchester,  likewise  pro- 
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duces  tbe  footsteps  of  extinct  reptiles.  In  these  several  quarries 
the  idmolites  occnr  under  conditions  somewhat  different  from 
those  uDder  which  they  make  their  appearance  among  ihe  sand- 
stones of  Dumfriesshire.  In  Cheshire  we  have  generally  the 
footprints  in  relief,  in  the  state  of  natural  casts  on  the  under  sides 
of  tbe  sandstone  strata ;  and  these  strata  affording  the  ichnolites 
repose  upon  beds  of  clay,  which  are  commonly  so  thin  and  fragile 
that  they  break  to  fragments  on  being  moved,  the  natural  cast 
alone  remidning  to  testify  of  the  former  existence  of  reptilian 
life  during  this  period.  The  shores  of  the  Triassic  sea,  when 
these  were  impressed  by  the  wanderings  of  quadrupeds,  had  a 
more  muddy  nature  than  the  Permian  littoral  deposits,  and 
upon  these  muddy  shores  layers  of  a  more  arenaceous  nature 
were  placed ;  and  these  ancient  sandy  strata,  when  in  a  soft 
condition^  took  the  natural  casts  which  now  mark  the  under  side 
of  some  of  the  Trias  sandstones.  The  reptiles  which  have  left 
the  impressions  of  their  footsteps  on  the  Trias  strata  of  England 
exhibit  a  varied  nature ;  and,  in  some  instances,  enough  of  their 
solid  structure  has  been  obtained  from  some  of  the  beds  of 
white  sandstone,  to  afford  a  considerable  amount  of  information 
concerning  their  nature  and  affinities.  The  most  common  ich- 
nolites are  those  to  which,  from  their  resemblance  to  the  human 
band,  the  term  Cheirotherium  has  been  given.  These  im- 
presfflons  differ  in  the  relative  size  of  the  prints  which  have 
resulted  from  the  fore  and  hind  feet ;  the  latter  being  con- 
siderably larger  than  the  former,  and  usually  in  a  state  of 
higher  relief.  At  Lymn,  from  their  size,  hi^h  relief,  and  form, 
the  quarrymen  have  designated  them  '  fossil  children's-heads.' 
In  both  the  fore  and  hind  feet  the  inner  toe  has  a  curved 
aspect,  and  is  considerably  separated  from  ihe  other  members  of 
the  feet ;  and  Jt  is  to  this  circumstance  that  the  hand-like  aspect 
of  the  Cheirotherium  footprints  principally  owe  their  character. 
Associated  with  ichnolites  which  have  the  Cheirotherium 
character  there  are  found,  in  some  of  the  quarries  of  sand- 
stone which  are  of  a  Triassic  age,  fragments  of  the  solid 
structure  of  the  animals  which  lived  during  this  geological 
epoch.  These  consist  of  portions  of  bones  of  the  head,  ver- 
tebrae, and  fragments  of  the  extremities ;  and  they  have  been 
examined  and  described  by  Professor  Owen.*  The  cha- 
racter of  these  osseous  remains  is  such  as  to  induce  Pro- 
fessor Owen  to  consider  the  animals  to  which  they  originally 
belonged  as  possessing  decided  batrachian  natures;  and, 
from  the  complex  structure  of  the  teeth  of  this  genus  of 

*  Geological  Transactions,  2nd  series,  vol.  vi. 
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batrachian  reptile,  be  bas  giyeti  to  the  form  the  name  of 
LabyrinHwdGm.  There  are  certain  features  in  eooiiexKMi 
with  this  genus  which  maark  it  as  possessing  ohsracters  fidiidi 
diffisr  from  ordinary  Batmehia.     Among  these  is  the 

^  Inequality  of  size  of  the  front  and  back  teeth,  the  former  being 
developed  into  great  laniariform  tusks;  and  the  teeth  diifer  from 
those  of  an  other  animals  in  thmr  oonplex  labyristiiiDe  Btructtve, 
whence  the  name  of  the  fiimily* 

*  Hie  extinct  Lai^rmthedoas  deviated  from  the  aakmaaders  aad 
other  Batraehia  in  the  erooodalian  deFelopment  and  soulpturii^  of  the 
external  and  superior  bones  of  the  craniam,  and  in  the  structure  of 
the  pelvis^  in  which,  also,  they  approximated  to  the  crocodiles  ;  and 
one  species  certainly,  and  the  others  probably,  receded  from  the 
Batraehia  in  the  same  direction,  in  having  dorsal  osseous  plates.' 

The  form  and  the  foatrmehian  nature  of  the  Labyrinthodon^ 
and  also  the  assodation  of  its  bones  with  ichnoliteB  which  weie 
referred  to  Cfaeirotberiiun,  have  inclined  Professor  Owea  to 
ooasider  this  animal  sm  the  audior  of  the  impreeskma  whkh 
have  been  des^natedCheirotherium  footprints.  ItduMdites  of  a 
like  2mt«re  have  been  obtraied  from  strata  of  the  «ame  age 
near  Hildbur^i-^itten  in  Saxony,  which  are  figured  in  ^  Back- 
'lajfid's  Geol)^,'  voL  ii.  pL  34.  The  animak  which  pro- 
dnoed  these  impressions  on  the  faoee  of  the  Trias  sandstones  must 
have  beem  of  considerable  magnitude.  The  footprints,  reeultiag 
from  the  hind  foot  have  vsually  a  length  of  eight  inches  with 
a  bresidth  of  about  five  iaehes.  The  smaller  fore  foot  has  pro- 
dnoed  an  impression  usoally  about  four  inches  long  by  three 
wide ;  and  tl^  interval  fonned  by  the  stride  is  comoAoiily  about 
fourteen  inohes. 

From  the  «ae  of  the  bones  of  the  Labyrinthodon,  and  from 
the  proportion  of  the  footprimte,  it  would  appear  that  soaae  of 
the  animals  which  gave  rise  to  these  ichnolites  had  a  length 
apfiroadiiiii^  to  nme  feet,  with  a  breadth  of  about  three  feet,  and 
a  height  of  nearly  three  and  a  half  feet.  These  dimensions, 
however,  fail  to  give  a  correct  idea  of  the  proportioas  of  the 
animal,  since  its  powerful  hinder  extremities  were  so  devdoped 
that  they  formed  a  promiaent  obfect  in  the  coatonr  and  size 
of  the  animaL  Measured  across  the  loins,  to  the  projecting  por- 
tions c^its  legsen  each  side,  this  creature  had  a  width  of  nearly 
sevoi  feet.  The  aspect  of  this  animal,  as  it  wandered  over 
the  shores  of  the  Triassie  sea,  must  have  been  somewhat  like 
that  of  a  great  squat  toad,  armed  %ith  powerful  conical  teeth 
in  its  square-diaped  jaws. 

Besides  the  ichnolites  which  have  had  their  origin  in  the 
peregrinations  of  theLabyrintfaodon,  there  occur  on  strata  of  the 
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Triassic  i^^  in  some  parte  of  England,  Footprints  which,  al- 
though of  a  reptilian  diaracter,  have  not  been  produced  by 
batracluan«.  These  are  met  with  at  Weston  Point  near  Bun- 
coro,  and  they  also  occur  at  Grimsell  quarry  near  Shrewsbury 
in  Sbropefaire.  The  form  and  nature  of  these  footprints  show 
feet  with  a  great  developement  of  toes ;  and,  in  some  respects, 
these  impreesions  have  in  some  degree  a  resemblance  to  such  as 
would  emanate  from  birds.  They,  however,  possess  five  toes 
directed  forwards;  and  fi*om  certain  remains  which  have  been 
obtained  irom  the  quarries  at  Grimsell,  and  which  seem  to  have 
appertained  to  the  animals  from  whence  the  footsteps  having 
somewhat  of  a  bird-like  nature  originated,  it  would  appear 
ihat  the  reptiles  producing  these  singular  ichnolites  had  a 
xemaAable  nature,  combining  saurian  cliaracters  with  certain 
fltmetnres  wfaidh  are  of  an  ornithic  aature.  Besides  wide-spread 
toes  of  a  bird-like  type,  which  were  probably  united  together 
by  a  web,  as  in  the  case  of  swimming-birds,  these  lizards  ap- 
msimated  the  nature  of  birds  in  the  structure  of  their  jaws. 
These  appear  to  have  been  edentulous,  and  cased  in  a  homy 
envelope,  presentbg  the  aspect  of  the  bill  of  a  bird,  or  the 
homy  mandible  of  the  hawk's-beak  turtle ;  and  from  this  feature 
in  the  oi^nisation  of  this  animal  Professor  Owen  has  termed 
4e  reptile  Rhynckosaurus. 

It  is  interesting  to  notice  that  many  of  the  faces  of  the 
sandstone  strata,  npon  which  the  footprints  of  the  Rhy  nchosaurus 
occur,  are  marked  by  coil-like  masses ;  and  these  coil-like  masses 
were  originally  fhe  ejectamenta  of  worms;  resembling  the 
beaps  of  sand  which  we,  at  tlie  present  day,  find  above  the 
entrances  into  the  burrows  of  the  modem  lug-worm,  Arenicola 
fiscatorum  of  our  modem  sandy  coasts.  The  authors  of  these 
ancient  sand-coTls,  the  former  representative  of  our  modem  lug- 
worm,  appear  to  have  been  the  food  of  the  Ehynchosaurus ;  and 
tlie  homy-beaked  mandibles  of  this  reptiie  seem  to  have  been 
well  designed  for  picking  up  the  forms  of  Arenicolay  or  an  allied 
worm,  whidi  inhabited  the  sandy  shores  of  the  Triassic  sea. 

Along  with  ichnolites,  which  are  the  former  tracks  of  the 
Liabyrinthodon  and  Rhynchosaurus,  we  find  on  some  of  the 
sandstone  strata  of  this  age,  as  at  Weston  Point,  impressions 
which  in  many  respects  approximate  to  those  occurring  on  the 
sandstones  of  the  Permians  of  Dumfiiesshire.  These,  from  their 
appearance,  seem  to  have  been  produced  by  tortoises.  They 
are  of  smaH  size,  not  exceeding  those  of  the  C  Dwicam  of  the 
Dumfiriesshire  Permians.  They  have,  however,  some  features 
which  show  that  they  have  originated  from  the  wanderings  of 
other  forms  of  chebnians.     Thus,  Eke  the  shores  of  the  Per- 
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mian  sea,  the  Trias  beaches  were  frequented  by  the  three  orders 
of  reptiles  which  have  left  their  impressions  on  the  shores  of 
the  former  period,  viz.  chelonian,  saurian,  and  batrachian. 

When  we  look  backwards  into  the  abyss  of  time,  and  com- 
pare the  creatures  of  those  remote  ages  with  such  as  now  fre- 
quent the  sea  beaches  surrounding  the  British  Isles,  we  see  a 
widely  diflTerent  state  of  things.  Instead  of  sandpipers  run- 
ning along  the  margin  of  the  tide,  picking  up  worms,  and 
gulls  hovering  about  over-head,  ready  to  devour  any  animal 
matter  that  may  be  borne  on  the  surface  of  the  sea,  or  cast 
up  on  its  shores,  these  Triassic  shores  were  occupied  by  Bhyn- 
chosauri  of  forms  so  strange  that  even  the  fabulous  creatures 
of  the  fairy  tales  of  childhood  look  tame  when  compared  with 
these  reptiles.  The  ponderous  Labyrinthodon  with  its  sculp- 
tured head,  encased  in  bony  armour,  has  no  analogon  on  our 
shores,  or  even  on  our  earth,  at  the  present  time.  These 
creatures  of  the  Triassic  age  discharged  the  functions  and  ful- 
filled the  destinies  appointed  by  their  Creator  during  their 
epoch,  and  ceased  to  exist  when  changes  in  the  physical  conr 
ditions  and  geography  of  our  planet  rendered  it  no  longer  a  suit- 
able abode  ror  those  creatures  which  have  left  a  record  of  their 
existence  and  their  nature  in  the  form  of  their  footprints  and 
in  portions  of  their  bony  skeletons  which  became  embedded  in 
the  sands  accumulating  on  the  Triassic  shores. 

There  are  strata  of  great  perpendicular  thickness  on  the  con- 
tinent of  America,  which  seem  to  approximate  to  the  Trias  strata 
of  England  in  age.  Their  exact  position,  however,  is  not  satis- 
factorily determined.  They  occur  in  the  Connecticut  valley, 
New  England ;  and  the  beds  which  afford  ichnolites  here,  and 
also  the  nature  of  these  ichnolites,  have  been  well  described  by 
Dr.  Hitchcock.  The  rocks  in  this  district  consist  of  alter- 
nating beds  of  dark  red  sandstone  and  shale;  and  in  this  their 
lithological  nature  th^  have  considerable  affinity  to  the  Triassic 
series  of  England  containing  footprints.  Some  of  the  American 
geologists,  among  whom  is  Dr.  Hitchcock,  are  disposed  to  place 
the  strata  of  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut  river  in  a  position 
above  that  of  the  Trias,  and  to  regard  these  sandstones  as  form- 
ing the  lower  members  of  the  Jurassic  series,  the  equivalents  of 
our  Liassic  strata.  The  area  containing  the  sandstones  and  shales, 
which  in  Connecticut  valley  affords  ichnolites,  is  a  narrow  band 
of  country,  not  more  than  from  two  to  three  miles  broad,  but 
having  a  length  of  about  ninety  miles.  The  thickness  of  the 
mass  of  strata  through  which  these  ichnolites  are  disseminated 
is,  in  one  or  two  localities,  as  much  as  from  3000  to  4000  feet 
in  perpendicular  depth.     The  tracks  which  occur  through  this 
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district,  and  which  have  resulted  from  what  Dr.  Hitchcock  calls 
LitMeknozoa,  or  stonj-track  animals,  as  these  stony  tracks 
are  the  only  evidence  we  possess  of  their  former  existence,  are 
very  numerous,  and  very  diflTerent  in  their  natures.  Of  these 
tracks^  according  to  Dr.  Hitchcock,  there  are  seven  groups  which 
can  be  referred  to  Vertebrate  life  alone,  and  in  the  first  of  these 
groups  he  has  placed  five  distinct  species  of  what  he  terms 
Marsupialoids,  inferring  that  there  are  certain  forms  of  foot- 
prints which  impress  these  Connecticut  sandstones  and  shales, 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  have  the  aspect  of  the  footprints  of  the 
order  Marsupialia,  an  order  which,  at  the  present  time,  is  all 
but  exclusively  confined  to  Australia,  Tasmania,  and  the  adjoin- 
ing islands.  The  term  Marsupialoids  does  not  absolutely  imply 
that  the  footprints  were  produced  by  pouched  animals ;  it  merely 
indicates  that  the  impressions  have  such  an  aspect  as  to  give 
them  the  appearance  of  originating  irom  animals  of  this  order. 
The  period  of  the  appearance  of  Marsupials  among  the  geolo- 
logical  formations  is  not  incompatible  with  the  idea  which 
would  refer  these  ichnolites  to  this  tribe  of  animals,  even  if  the 
strata  in  which  they  occur  be  shown  to  be  of  Triassic  age,  since 
we  meet  with  Marsupial  remains  in  the  form  of  the  teeth  of  the 
Microlestes  in  tlie  bone-bed  at  the  top  of  the  Trias,  or  at  the 
base  of  the  Lias. 

The  concUtions  under  which  we  meet  with  these  Marsupialoid 
ichnolites,  and  the  circumstances  which  must  have  prevailed 
during  the  deposition  of  the  strata  in  which  they  occur,  are 
somewhat  hostile  to  the  opinion  that  these  impressions  resulted 
from  this  order  of  Mammalia,  since  neither  sandy  nor  muddy 
shores  are  the  usual  habitats  of  this  tribe  of  Mammalia.  It  is 
probable  that  some  form  of  reptile  produced  these  Marsupialoid 
tracks ;  for  there  are  many  anomalous  tracks,  some  of  which,  at 
first  sight,  look  far  removed  from  any  that  might  have  been 
formed  by  reptiles,  which  have  ultimately  been  found  to  have 
been  produced  by  creatures  of  this  class. 

There  occur,  on  the  sandstones  and  shales  of  the  valley  of  the 
Connecticut  river,  impressions  of  a  tridactylous  nature,  and 
these,  from  their  mode  of  arrangement,  seem  to  have  resulted 
from  bipeds.  Such  is  their  nature,  and  so  great  is  their  resem- 
blance to  the  footprints  of  birds,  that  Dr.  Hitchcock  has  desig- 
nated these  tridactylous  impressions  of  an  apparently  bipedal 
origin  OmithichniteSy  indicating  that  they  are  the  ichnolites 
produced  by  birds.  It  would  appear,  from  the  observations  of 
Dr.  Hitchcock,  that  these  tridactylous  imprints  are  capable 
of  being  divided  into  two  groups,  the  one  containing  such  ich- 
nolites as  are  thick-toed  in  their  nature,  and  the  other  having 
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referred  to  it  such  impressions  as  are  thin-toed.  Of  the  former 
there  are,  according  to  Dr.  Hitchcock,  three  distinct  geoera^ 
emhracing  fourteen  species ;  and  of  the  latter  there  are  four 
genera,  including  sixteen  species.  Some  of  these  tridactylous 
impressions  are  of  gigantic  size.  The  kaigest  of  these  foot- 
prints, to  which  the  name  of  Ornithicknites  giganticus  has  been 
given,  is  more  than  fifteen  inches  long,  exclusive  of  the  portion 
of  the  impressions  which  seem  to  represent  a  claw,  which  is  two 
inches  in  size*;  and  the  interval  which  marks  the  stride  of  thia* 
animal  varies  from  four  to  six  feet,  the  latter  being  apparently 
the  length  of  the  stride  when  the  animal  was  in  rapid  motion* 

There  are  instances  of  impressions  which  seem  to  have  re- 
sulted from  thinner-toed  birds  of  an  equal  length  of  foot  and 
stride ;  and  some  of  the  impressions  have,  attached  to  the  hinder 
part  thereof,  an  indication  of  an  appendage  extending  back- 
wards from  eight  to  nine  inches,  the  character  and  nature  of 
which  it  is  difficult  to  determine.  Many  of  these  ichnolites 
of  the  Connecticut  valley  are  of  much  smaller  size,  and  do  not 
much  exceed  such  as  are  formed  by  some  of  our  wading-birds. 
The  mode  in  which  these  ichnolites  occur,  and  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  impressions,  are  both  strongly  indieative  that  these 
footprints  have  originated  from  the  footsteps  of  birds.  The 
impressions,  in  some  instances,  show  the  number  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  phalanges  of  the  foot,  and  such  an  arrangement  has 
a  great  affinity  to  that  of  tridactylous  birds.  The  footprints 
indicate  that  the  animals  from  whence  these  impressions  ema- 
nated, had  three  phalangeal  bones  in  the  inner  toe,  four  in  the 
middle,  and  five  in  the  outer  toes^  an  arrangement  whieh  cor- 
responds with  living  forms  of  tridactylous  birds.  The  impres- 
sions which  result  from  this  arrangement  marks  well  the  joints 
of  the  foot,  which  exactly  agree  with  such  footprints  as  would 
be  produced  by  the  forms  of  birds  already  referred  to.  This 
structure  of  the  feet  is  exhibited  in  Sir  Charles  liyelPs 
*  Manual  *  (page  349).  In  some  instances,  the  mud  over  which 
these  animals  walked  has  been  in  such  a  condition  as  to  take 
the  most '  perfect  impression  of  the  covering  which  enveloped 
the  bones  of  the  foot ;  the  skin  of  this  portion  of  the  animal 
having  left  its  impress  on  the  shale  beds  in  such  a  fine  state  as  to 
allow  of  the  structure  and  nature  of  this  skin  being  recognised. 
From  an  examination  of  these  perfect  ichnolites.  Professor 
Owen  has  been  induced  to  conclude  that  the  skin  resembled 
that  of  the  ostrich,  and  not  that  of  a  reptile. 

With  all  these  strong  indications  of  the  bird-like  nature  of 

*  Figured  in  'Buckland's  Geology,'  plate  36.  vol.  ii. 
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these  ichnolilee,  there  are  certain  eirotunstaiiees  to  be  taken 
into  eonslderation  before  we  arrive  at  an  absolute  conclusion 
that  tbej  are  of  ornithic  origin.  As  concerns  their  bipedal 
aspect,  this  apparent  fonn  of  steps  is  by  no  means  a  satisfactory 
evidence  with  regard  to  these  ichnolites  originating  in  birds. 
Many  reptiles^  as  we  have  already  stated,  in  their  mode  of 
pn^ress,  place  the  hind  foot  upon  the  impression  of  the  fore 
fi)ot ;  and  the  former,  having  greater  force,  obliterates  the  im- 
presaon  resulting  from  the  latter,  and  gives  rise  to  impressions 
which  have  apparently  resulted  from  bipeds.  Another  cha- 
racter, viz.  the  tridactylous  aspect,  is  not  such  as  we  can  al- 
together rely  upon.  Many  reptiles  have  the  two  outer  toes 
only  imperfectly  developed,  and  in  such  a  condition  as  not  to 
be  able  to  impress  the  sand  or  mud  over  which  they  travel  with 
any  evidence  of  the  existence  of  these  outer  toes;  and  there 
is  an  impression  of  .an  ichnolite,  which  makes  its  appearance  in 
some  of  the  higher  strata,  which  is  not  only  tridactylous  in  its 
character,  but  also  bipedalous  in  its  aspect,  and  yet  of  this 
there  is  little  room  to  doubt  its  reptilian  origin. 

The  other  bases  upon  which  the  ornithic  nature  of  these 
impressions  rest  are  the  arrangement  and  relative  number  of  the 
bones  of  the  foot,  and  the  bird-like  nature  of  the  skin  which 
covers  this.  Witli  regard  to  these  latter,  they  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  of  great  absolute  value;  and,  until  we  obtain  some 
eridence  of  a  more  satisfactory  character,  llie  conclusions  as  to  the 
so-called  Qmitiiichnites  must  be  looked  upon  only  as  probable, 
and  not  as  certain,  since  impressions  formed  by  reptiles  fire- 
qnently  possess  many  ornithic  characters. 

Among  these  strata  of  the  Connecticut  valley  Dr.  Hitch- 
cock enumerates  ichnoUtea  which  have  a  decided  reptilian  na- 
ture. Of  these  there  are  twelve  species  which  he  refers  to 
Ornithoid  lizards  or  Batrachians,  seventeen  to  Lizards  Proper, 
sixteen  to  Batrachians,  and  eight  to  Chelonians;  showing  how 
abundant  animal  life  of  an  elevated  type  was  during  this  period 
dtber  of  the  Trias  or  Lias  epoch :  and  yet  among  these  red  sand- 
stones and  shales  no  traces  have  yet  been  obtained  of  any  of 
the  oseeous  structures  of  these  animals ;  but,  as  is  the  case  with 
the  Permian  red  sandstones  of  Dumifriesshire,  the  only  evi- 
dence of  this  abundance  of  life  which  frequented  the  muddy 
shores  of  this  geological  epoch  exists  to  us  in  the  form  of 
ichnolites. 

On  these  interesting  and  numerous  forms  of  footsteps  oc^ 
earring  in  the  Connecticut  valley.  Dr.  Hitchcock  has  prepared 
ft  report  to  the  government  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  which 
is  now  in  the  course  of  publication  with  plates ;  and  when  geo- 
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legists  are  in  possessiou  of  this  report^  the  knowledge  of  these 
several  ichnolites  will  be  greatly  extended,  and  some  important 
inferences  can  be  drawn,  not  only  as  concerns  the  impressions 
occurring  in  the  district  immediately  referred  to,  but  also  con- 
cerning the  ichnolites  of  other  countries. 

Ichnolites  of  a  very  distinct  character  have  been  obtained 
from  deposits  which  are  of  an  age  considerably  more  recent  geo- 
logically.    Mr.  Beckles  has  obtained  on  the  surfaces  of  some  of 
the  sandstone  strata  belonging  to  the  Hastings  sand  series,  the 
middle  member  of  the  Wealden  deposits,  impressions,  some  of 
which  are  of  gigantic  size,  and  in  many  respects  bearing  con- 
siderable affinity  to  the  bipedal  tridactylous  footprints  of  the 
Connecticut  valley.     The  tenth  volume  of  the  *  Journal  of  the 
*  Geological  Society '  contiuns  a  description  and  a  plate  of  these 
ichnolites,  which  are  not  only  tridactylous,  but  approach  near  to 
Dr.  Hitchcock's  pachydactylous  birds.     There  are,  however,  no 
satisfactory  phalangeal  impressions   in  connexion  with   them. 
The  size  of  these  footprints  varies  considerably;  some  being 
eight  inches,  and  others  as  much  as  twenty-eight  long  by  twenty- 
five  inches  broad,  and  impressions  of  an  intermediate  size  occur. 
The  interval  between  the  impressions,  or  the  length  of  the 
stride,  in  the  largest  of  these  ichnolites,  reaches  forty-six  inches ; 
and  if  we  are  to  arrive  at  the  ornithic  character  of  the  creatures 
which  impressed  the  surfaces  of  the  sandstone  during  this  portion 
of  the  Wealden  epoch,  we  must  conclude  that  birds  having  an 
approximation  to  ostriches  lived  during  this  period,  and  were 
even  more  gigantic  than  those  which  existed  during  the  ante- 
cedent Trias.     This  conclusion  is  not,  however,  borne  out  by 
by  what  we  know  concerning  the  Wealden  Vertebrata.   One  of 
the  most  common  of  the  reptiles  of  this  series  of  the  sedimentary 
deposits,  the  Iguanodon,  seems  to  have  been  the  author  of  these 
tridactylous  bipedal  ichnolites.     Like  many  of  the  reptiles  of 
the  earlier  periods,  this  animal  seems  to  have  planted  its  hind 
feet  in  the  impression  caused  by  the  fore  feet,  obliterating  the 
impressions  of  the  latter,  and  giving  to  its  ichnolites  a  bipedal 
character.     And,  concerning  the  structure  of  the  bones  of  the 
foot  of  this  reptile.  Professor  Owen  remarks,  from  observations 
made  on  the  bones  of  thb  animal  which  have  been  obtiuned  by 
Mr.  Beckles  from  the  Wealden  strata  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  that, 

'  Guided  by  the  analogy  of  the  number  of  phalanges  in  the  toes  of 
the  hind  foot  of  the  Iguana,  we  may  infer  that  the  three  toes  that  are 
normally  developed  in  the  hind  foot  of  the  Iguanodon  are  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth ;  that  the  first,  or  innermost,  is  represented  by  a 
rudimental  metatarsal,  which  was  concealed  beneath  the  skin  of  the 
foot ;  and  that  the  fifth,  or  outermost,  was  entirely  suppressed :  a  mo- 
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dificatioQ  of  tlie  hind  foot  which  is  interesting  by  its  analogy  to  the 
tiidactjle  hind  foot  of  the  Rhinoceros  and  Tapir^  and  still  more  by 
its  correspondence,  in  the  varying  number  of  the  phalanges  and 
their  progressive  increase  from  the  inner  to  the  outer  toe,  with  the 
foot  of  birds ;  a  fact  which  naturally  suggests  a  caution  in  respect  to 
the  habit  of  referring  the  many  larger  tridactyle  impressions  found  in 
the  Wealden  and  other  formations  to  the  class  of  Birds.' 

Since  the  impressions  occurring  in  the  Wealden5  and  which 
haye  the  nature  of  bird-tracks,  seem  to  have  resulted  from  the 
locomotive  powers  of  the  Iguanodon,  it  behoves  us  to  receive 
with  considerable  caution  the  conclusions  which  have  been 
adopted  by  some  geologists  concerning  the  Oiiiithichnites  of  the 
Connecticut  valley;  and,  with  the  evidence  afforded  by  the 
osseous  structure  of  the  foot  of  the  l^anodon,  it  would  seem 
that  the  tridactyle  bipedal  ichnolites  of  this  area  may,  with 
equals  9r  even  with  greater,  probability,  be  referred  to  reptiles. 

There  is,  probably,  no  circumstance  in  connexion  with  the 
evidence  of  the  former  existence  of  various  forms  of  animal 
life,  during  periods  antecedent  to  the  present  races  of  animals, 
which  affords  more  interest  than  ichnolites.  Although  the  in* 
formation  obtained  from  these  fails,  in  most  instances,  to  furnish 
sofficient  data  for  describing  the  creatures  which  have  formerly 
impressed  the  ancient  sandy  shores  with  their  wanderings,  still 
frcm  fossil  footprints  we  can  often  obtain  information  relating  to 
the  habits  and  mode  of  life  which  the  more  solid  structures  of  the 
animals  often  fail  to  communicate.  These  ichnolites  may  be  looked 
upon  as  records  containing  a  history  of  the  circumstances  under 
winch  the  animals  forming  them  Uved,  and  they  also  reveal  to 
us  evidence  of  the  physical  conditions  prevailing  in  the  areas 
which,  during  prior  epochs,  these  animals  frequented.  The 
nature  of  this  testimony  leads  us  back  to  the  shores  of  ancient 
tidal  seas,  on  the  margins  of  which  reptiles  congregated,  and  on 
the  shores  of  which  they  impressed  the  evidence  of  their  exist- 
ence in  the  state  of  footprints.  The  nature  of  the  evidence  is 
such  that,  at  first  sight,  we  should  be  almost  disposed  to  ques- 
tion its  value,  and  even  to  doubt  its  reality.  Subjected  to  the 
destrucliye  influence  of  atmospheric  and  aqueous  agencies,  it 
becomes  almost,  a  wonder  how  this  fragile  record  of  the  former 
occurrence  of  reptiles  should  have  been  preserved  to  us.  The 
drying  influence  of  solar  heat,  and  the  transporting  power  of 
winds  carrying  before  .it  the  sandy  particles,  would  have  led  us 
to  anticipate  that  all  evidence  of  this  nature  would  have  been 
obliterated  by  these  causes  alone ;  and  when  we  consider  that 
the  sea  also  exercised  its  agency,  covering  with  its  advancing 
waves  the  littoral  surfaces  over  which  reptiles  walked,  and  re- 
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moving  the  particles  of  the  deposits  which  received  the  footprints, 
our  wonder  at  the  occurrence  of  these  impressions  is  increased. 
No  doubt  these  agencies  have  been  potent  operators  in  destroying 
footprints,  but  under  certain  peculiar  circumstances  these  agents 
have  ceased  to  produce  their  ordinary  results.  It  is  tlie  fine 
surfaces  of  the  sandstone  strata  which  have  retiuned  and  aflfbrd 
fossil  footprints;  surfaces  which  were  originally  fine  plastic 
mud,  the  particles  of  which  had  a  more  coherent  nature  than 
the  larger  sandy  grains.  On  this  the  transporting  power  of  the 
wind  had  little  influence,  but,  when  in  masses  of  considerable 
thickness,  the  solar  heat  had  sufficient  force  to  desiccate  and 
crack  its  surface  by  shrinkage^  Even  the  water's  erosive  power 
had  not  force  enough  to  smooth  and  level  the  tracks,  but,  de- 
podting  in  them  the  sand  which  it  bore  along  with  it,  filled  up 
the  impressions  with  mineral  matter  of  a  different  nature  to 
that  over  which  it  flowed,  and  formed  natural  casts  of  these 
impressions,  which  time  indurated,  and  which  we  now  have  in 
relief  on  the  under  surfaces  of  the  sandstone  strata. 

To  whatever  geological  period  we  refer  in  connexion  with 
these  fossil  footprints,  we  have  the  same  testimony  of  the  pre- 
valence of  physical  conditions  akin  to  those  which  now  obtain  in 
localities  where  like  circumstances  appear — rain-falls,  solar  heat, 
and  gentle  breezes.  The  pit-like  impressions,  the  desiccation 
cracks,  and  the  ripple-markings  are  the  strong  evidence  of  these  ;* 
and  they  lead  us  to  the  conclusion,  in  connexion  with  the  other 
phenomena  which  are  associated  with  ichnolites,  that  matter  has 
been  under  the  influence  of  the  same  laws,  and,  in  obedience  to 
these  laws,  has  given  rise  to  the  same  phenomena  from  the  ear- . 
liest  periods. 

There  is  a  natural  disposition  in  the  human  mind  to  en- 
deavour to  realise  the  complete  idea  of  any  object  which  is 
presented  to  it ;  and  although  in  some  instances,  as  in  the  case 
of  time,  but  imperfect  notions  can,  at  least,  prevail,  still  we 
find  even  here  the  disposition  manifests  itself.  There  is  no 
question  more  puzzling  to  the  geologist  than  the  very  frequent 
one  to  which  he  is  subjected,  viz.  How  long  is  it  since  the 
several  animals  lived  which  {^dceontology  has  revealed  to  ns? 
And  this  question  is  generally  put  with  reference  to  astrono- 
mical time.  The  epocms  of  geology,  and  thq  periods  of  astro- 
nomy, have  no  common  bases  for  calculation.  The  latter  rests 
upon  motion,  the  former  has  its  data  based  upon  life.  The 
latter  calculates  from  the  revolutions  of  the  celestial  bodies,  and 
the  former  draws  its  inferences  of  time  from  existences.  Under 
such  circumstances  the  reduction  of  geological  to  astronomical 
periods  appears  very  remote. 
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The  operations  of  those  physical  causes  which  alter  the  rela- 
iive  distribution  of  land  and  water,  which  modify  climate,  and 
,  which  produce  changes  in  the  physical  geography  of  the  earth, 
seem  to  ha^e  been  the  potent  agents  which  by  producing  a  s^t 
-of  conditions  unfavourable  to  the  existence  of  certun  organic 
beings,  caused .  their  destruction,  and  induced  the  Almighty 
Governor  of  the  universe  to  call  into  being  new  forms  suitable 
to  the  altered  circumstances.  The  changes  which  result  from 
these  causes  are  at  present  excessively  Sow,  and  we  have  no 
reason  to  infer  that  in  anterior  periods  of  the  earth's  history  they 
were  more  rapid.  Until  we  can  appreciate  the  time  requir^ 
for  the  d^raaation  and  decomposition  of  hu^e  masses  of  rocks 
from  atmospheric  causes,  for  the  erosion  and  transport  of 
mineral  matter  by  aqueous  influence,  and  for  the  modifications 
which  result  from  that  force  which  operates  beneath  the  earth's 
surface,  combined  with  the  effects  which  these  agents  produce 
on  organised  existences,  we  must  rest  satisfied  with  Imowing 
thit  immeasurable  periods  have  elapsed ;  and  that,  during  these 
immeasurable  periods,  the  histories  of  the  physical  condition  of 
the  earth,  and  the  forms  of  life  which  were  its  occupants^ 
have  been  written  in  natural  hieroglyphics,  which  tell  us  that 
the  Divine  Framer  of  the  world  has  exercised  a  creative 
Power  whenever  the  physical  changes  of  the  earth  destroyed 
the  existing  works  of  his  hand,  calling  into  being  new  forms, 
which  in  their  turn  were  destined  to  have  their  places  supplied 
by  other  beings  of  a  higher  order. 
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Abt.  VL —  Vie  de  Marie  Antoinette.  Par  Edouard  et  JtTLES 
DE  GoNCOUET.  Deuxi^me  Edition.  Revue  et  augnientee 
de  Documents  infidits  et  de  Pitees  tiroes  des  Archives  de 
TEmpire.    Paris,  1859. 

Tn  Sir  Walter  Scott's  younger  days,  as  he  states  m  one  of  his 
•^  prefaces,  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Mary  Queen  oT  Scots 
was  a  constant  subject  of  angry  controversy,  and  a  reflection  on 
her  character  in  the  hearing  of  one  of  her  avowed  partisans  was 
held  to  justify  a  challenge.  A  similar  though  less  durable  conflict 
of  opinion  has  existed  in  France  touching  the  reputation  of  Marie 
Antoinette;  and  we  remember  the  time  when  it  would  have 
been  exceedingly  dangerous  to  question  her  conjugal  fidelity 
within  the  precincts  of  the  Faubourg  St.  Germain.  Both  of 
these  illustrious  ladies  were  cradled  in  royalty:  both  were 
beauties  and  coquettes:  both  were  unequally  mated:  both 
were  suspected  and  calumniated;  and  both  perished  on  the 
scaffold.  But  the  parallel  ceases  at  the  most  important  point. 
The  verdict  of  history  has  proved  ^decidedly  unfavourable  to 
Mary  Stuart,  whilst  the  name  and  memory  of  Marie  Antoinette 
come  out  brighter  and  brighter  from  the  ordeal  of  every  fresh 
inquiry. 

Partial  as  Madame  Campan  may  have  been  to  her  be- 
loved mistress,  there  is  an  air  of  sincerity  in  her  statements 
which  could  not  fail  to  make  way  with  posterity.  The  most  ma- 
terial have  been  confirmed  by  the  unimpeachable  testimony  of  the 
Count  de  la  Marck  * ;  whilst  the  indications  discoverable  in  the 
memoirs  and  correspondence  of  her  most  respectable  cotemporaries 
almost  all  point  in  the  same  direction.  The  case  for  the  de- 
fence has  been  completed  by  MM.  de  Goncourt;  who  pro- 
fess to  have  resorted  to  every  accessible  source  of  information, 
and  now  boldly  lay  claim  for  their  heroine  to  take  rank  as  the 
most  high-principled,  self-sacrificing,  and  best  conducted,  as 
well  as  most  unfortunate,  of  queens.  The  fi^t  edition  of  their 
book  was  speedily  exhausted ;  and  such  is  the  inherent  attract 
tion  of  the  subject,  that  we  are  tempted  to  recapitulate  and  re- 
examine the  principal  events  of  a  life  which  has  all  the  interest 
of  a  novel,  idthough  it  influenced  the  destinies  of  Europe  and 
(no  solitary  example)  was  embittered  by  a  throne. 

*  Correspondance  entre  le  Comte  de  Mirabeau  et  le  Comte  de  La 
Marck.    See  a  review  of  this  work,  Ed.  Review,  vol.  xciv.  p.  442. 
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We  shall  confine  ourselves  almost  exclusively  to  her  personal 
history,  on  which  w.e  hope  to  throw  fresh  light  from  sources 
^which  have  escaped  the  search,  or  not  fallen  under  the  observa- 
tion, of  MM.  de  Goncourt.  But  judging  from  the  success  of 
recent  contributions  to  retrospective  literature  of  a  more  familiar 
kind,  we  should  not  despair  of  a  favourable  reception  were  we  to 
do  no  more  than  bring  together  the  scattered  and  highly  interest- 
ing traits  which  are  already  known  to  the  curious  in  French 
memoirs. 

Marie  Antoinette,  the  daughter  of  Francis  the  First,  Emperor 
of  German^',  and  the  famous  Maria-Theresa,  was  bom  November 
2ud  1755 ;  *  the  day,'  says  Madame  Campan,  ^  of  the  earthquake 

*  of  Lisbon ;    and  this  catastrophe,  which    seemed    to   mark 

*  with  a  fatal  stamp  the  epoch  of  her  nativity,  without  being  a 

*  motive  for  superstitious  fear,  had  nevertheless  made  an  impres- 

*  won  on  the  mind  of  the  princess.'  This  is  strange,  for  the 
earthquake  took  place  the  day  before,  namely,  November  1st. 
The  empress,  anxious  for  a  son,  had  made  a  bet  of  two  ducats 
with  the  Due  de  Tarozka  that  she  should  have  a  daughter. 
After  the  announcement  of  the  event,  the  loser  was  discovered 
in  a  brown  study  by  Metastasio,  who  inquired  the  cause.    *  Ima- 

*  gine  my  embarrassment,'  exclaimed  the  Duke ;  ^  I  have  a  wager 

*  of  two  ducats  with  the  empress  that  she  would  be  brought 

*  to  bed  of  a  prince,  and  lo,  it  is  a  princess.'  *  Well  then,'  replied 
Metastasio,  •  you  have  lost  and  must  pay.'     *  Pay,  but  how  pay 

*  two  ducats  to  an  empress  ? '    ^  Oh,  if  that  is  all,  your  troubles 

*  will  be  soon  over.'  The  poet  took  out  his  pencil,  and  wrote 
these  hues :  — 

*  Ho  perduto :  V  augusta  figlia 
A  pagar  m*  ha  condamnato, 
Ma  s'  h  ver  che  a  voi  somiglia, 
Tntto  il  mondo  ha  guadagnatc' 

*  There,'  he   continued,  ^  wrap    up   your  two  ducats  in  this 

*  paper,  and  your  debt  'vtiU  be  paid  without  offence.'* 

This  disappointment  did  not  deprive  the  infant  archduchess 
of  her"  fair  share  of  maternal  affection,  and  her  father,  the 
emperor,  took  a  peculiar  interest  in  her.  In  heir  sixth  year, 
he  had  already  quitted  the  palace  to  start  for  Inspruck,  when 

♦  This  stoiy  is  told  rather  differently  by  MM.  de  Goncourt  on  the 
authority  of  Madame  Campan.  We  have  adopted  Weber's  version 
('M^moires  concernant  !Marie  Antoinette,  &c.,  par  Joseph  Weber, 
'  Fr^re  de  lait  de  cette  infortun6e  Souveraine,'  &c.),  conceiving  him 
to  have  had  the  best  means  of  information  touching  matters  which 
occurred  at  Vienna. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


134  Queen  Marie  Antoijutte.  July^» 

he  ordered  an  attendant  to  go  for  her^  and  bring  her  to  tiie 
carriage.  When  she  came,  he  held  out  his  arms  to  receive  her^ 
and  exchumed,  after  pressing  her  to  his  heart,  ^  I  had  an  irre* 
^  sisidble  longing  to  kiss  this  child.'  He  died  suddenly  duriog^ 
the  journey,  and  never  saw  her  again. 

In  M.  de  Lamartine's  ^  History  of  the  Girondins '  it  is  related 
that,  *  she  (Marie  Antoinette)  b^an  life  amidst  the  storms  of  the 
'  Austrian  monarchy.  She  was  one  of  the  childr^i  that  the 
^  empress  led  by  the  hand  when  she  appeared  as  a  suppliant  to 
'  her  faithful  Hungarians,  and  these  troops  exclaimed,  ^^  Moria* 
* "  mur  pro  rege  nostro,  Maria  Theresa.'"  According  to  more 
careful  annalists,  Maria  Theresa  presented  herself  to  tl^e  as* 
sembled  magnates  with  her  son,  'afterwards  Joseph  the  Second^ 
in  her  arms,  four  years  before  the  birth  of  Marie  Antoinette. 

MM.  de  Goncourt  state  that  Maria  Therepa  personally 
superintended  the  education  of  her  daughter,  instead  of  aban- 
doning her  to  her  courtlv  governesses;  and  they  quote  the 
empress's  own  testimony,  in  the  shape  of  an  autograph  letter, 
for  the  fact.  But  we  learn  from  other  sources,  especially  from 
Madame  Campan,  that  the  direct  contrary  was  the  truth ;  that 
the  cares  of  the  cabinet  left  the  empress  little  time  for  the 
nursery  or  the  schoolroom;  that,  although  daily  reports  were 
brought  to  her  of  the  health  of  her  cMldren  by  her  physi- 
cian, she  often  suffered  several  days  to  elapse  without  seeing 
them ;  and  that  the  attractive  pictures  of  domestic  tenderness, 
described  by  distinguished  travellers  invited  to  a  family  party 
at  the  imperial  palace,  were  tableaux  vivants  got  up  for  their 
edification.  The  archduchesses  were  drilled  to  listen  with 
apparent  intelligence  to  Latin  harangues  of  which  they  did  not 
understand  a  syllable ;  and  sketches  were  exhibited  in  proof  of 
their  proficiency  in  drawing  which  they  had  never  so  much  as 
touched.  In  after  life  Mane  Antoinette  avowed  and  lamented 
what  she  called  the  charlatanerie  of  her  education,  and  its  defi- 
mendes  were  too  palpable  to  leave  room  for  doubt  as  to  her 
good  faitL  She  had  a  natural  taste  and  extreme  fondness  for 
mufflc,  yet  on  her  arrival  in  France  she  put  off  receiving  her 
ex  officio  sin^ng  master  on  one  pretence  or  another  for  three 
months,  whi&t  she  was  practising  in  private  with  a  confidential 
attendajit.  ^The  Dauphine,'  me  remarked,  'must  take  care 
*  of  the  reputation  of  the  Archduchess.'  She  was  taught  Italian 
by  Metastasio,  and  both  spoke  and  wrote  it  with  facility,  and 
such  care  was  taken  to  perfect  her  in  French,  that  she  ended 
by  losing  her  native  German  altogether. 

The  series  of  reverses  sustained  by  France  during  Lord 
Chatham's  first  administration,  and  the  humiliating  terms  die* 
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tated  by  England  at  the  peace  of  Paris  in  1763,  had  induced 
the  French  Minister^  the  Due  de  Choiseul,  to  reverse  the  policy, 
wluch  tie  had  inherited  from  a  long  line  of  predecessors,  of  con- 
ffldeiing  the  House  of  Hapsburg  as  the  most  formidable  enemy 
or  riyal  of  that  of  Bourbon.  His  new  plan  was  to  form  what 
he  termed  an  alliance  of  the  South, — ^that  is,  of  France,  Spain, 
and  Austria,  against  Great  Britain,  and  the  most  obvious  mode 
of  consolidating  it  was  by  a  marriage.  The  Empress  Queen 
eagerly  concurred.  During  Madame  Geoffirin's  visit  to  Vienna, 
in  1766^  she  was  speaking  warmly  in  the  court  circle  of  the 
beauty  and  grace  of  the  httle  archduchess,  and  saying  that  she 
should  like  to  carry  her  to  Paris.  ^EmportezI  enipartez/^ 
exclaimed  Maria  Theresa. 

The  choice  of  teachers  to  fit  a  young  princess  for  so  exalted 
a  destiny  was  curious  enough.  An  actor,  named  Aufresne,  was 
appointed  to  teach  her  pronunciation  and  declamation,  and 
another,  named  Sainville,  for  what  Madame  Campan  calls  the 
•  ffout  dv  chant  franqais.^  SainviUe  had  been  in  the  army,  and 
was  considered  a  scapegrace.  The  French  court  disapproved 
of  this  selection:  the  French  ambassador  was  instructed  to 
remonstrate ;  the  two  actors  were  dismissed,  and  an  ecclesiastic, 
Ihe  Abb6  Yermond,  was  named  in  their  place.  This  man  has 
been  accused  of  exercising  a  mischievous  influence  on  •  the 
manners,  modes  of  thinking,  disposition,  and  conduct  of  Marie 
Antoinette  at  the  most  trying  epoch  of  her  life;  and  his  own 
character  has  consequently  been  subjected  to  the  most  searching 
scrutiny.  But  we  have  oeen  unable  to  arrive  at  any  safe  and 
definite  conclusion  regarding  him.  Madame  Campan,  whose 
suspicions  may  have  been  sharpened  by  jealousy,  describes  him 
as  a  cold^  insolent,  indiscreet,  and  mocking  sceptic,  who,  both 
by  precept  and  example,  inculcated  a  contempt  for  forms 
and  conventional  distinctions,  from  which  it  is  as  difficult  to 
dissociate  the  idea  of  royalty  as  to  comprehend  Crambo's 
abstraction  of  a  Lord  Mayor  without  the  gold  chain  and  other 
eneogns  of  dignity.  The  son  of  a  village  surgeon,  the  Abb£  (she 
eayi^  was  wont,  in  the  height  of  his  favour,  to  receive  bishops  and 
xmnisters  in  his  bath,  remarking  at  the  same  time  that  the  Abb^ 
Dubois,  whose  position  he  afiecied,  was  a  fool ;  because  a  man 
Uke  him  should  make  cardinals  and  refuse  to  be  one.  His 
mode  of  gaining  admission  to  the  private  circle  of  the  imperial 
fiimily  does  crolit  to  his  tact  Soon  after  his  arrival  the 
empress,  meeting  him  at  her  daughter's,  inquired  if  he  had 
formed  any  acquaintance  at  Yienna.  '  Not  one,  Madame,'  was 
tl^  reply.  '  The  apartment  of  the  archduchess  and  the  hotel 
^  of  the  French  ambassador  are  the  only  places  in  which  a  man 

.   Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


136  Queen  Marie  Antoinette.  July* 

*  honoured  with  the  care  of  the  princess's  education  should  be 
'  seen.'  A  month  later  he  gave  the  same  answer  to  the  same 
question,  and  the  day  following  he  received  a  command  to 
attend  the  family  circle  every  evening. 

Unless  this  description  be  entirely  false,  the  Abb^  Vennond 
was  extremely  ill  qualified  for  his  post  But  the  Count  de  la 
Marck,  who  subsequently  saw  a  good  deal  of  him  at  the  hdtel 
of  the  Comte  de  Mercy  (the  Austrian  ambassador  at  Paris), 
speaks  of  him  as  an  honest  well-intentioned  man  of  moderate 
abilities,  devotedly  attached  {o  the  Queen,  and  says  that,  al- 
though she  employed  him  to  copy  her  letters,  she  had  a  low 
opinion  of  his  capacity.  His  importance,  according  to  this  high 
authority,  was  mainly  derived  from  his  being  the  princi^ 
medium  of  unofficial  communication  between  the  Queen  and 
her  connexions  at  Vienna,  and  his  fidelity  was  unquestionable. 

Early  in  1769  the  proposed  union  had  become  a  constant 
topic  of  diplomatic  correspondence,  and  a  painter,  Ducreux, 
was  sent  from  Paris  to  pwnt  the  portrait  of  the  future  queen  of 
France  for  Louis  Quinze.  It  seems  to  have  been  deemed 
satisfactory  by  this  practised  judge  of  female  charms,  for  the 
preliminary  contract  was  signed  on  the  16th  July,  and  the 
final  ratifications  were  exchanged  on  the  17th  of  January,  1770. 
The  customary  fetes,  ceremonies,  and  preparations  for  the  de- 
parture of  the  bride,  occupied  some  months.  On  the  17th  of 
April,  she  signed  a  formal  renunciation  of  her  hereditary  rights, 
paternal  and  maternal,  in  a  full  council  of  ministers,  and  con- 
firmed it  by  an  oath  administered  at  the  altar.  After  attending 
the  Belvedere  fStes,  which  lasted  nine  days,  she  started  on  the 
26th  for  France,  carrying  with  her  a  copy  of  the  ominous 
injunction  addressed  by  Maria  Theresa  to  her  children: — 

*I  recommend  you,  my  dear  children,  to  set  apart  two  days  of 
every  year  to  prepare  for  death,  as  if  you  were  sure  that  those  two 
days  were  the  last  of  your  life.' 

On  the  7th  of  May  she  reached  an  island  on  the  Rhine,  near 
Strasburg,  where  she  was  received  in  a  richly  furnished  pavi- 
lion constructed  for  the  purpose,  and  divided  into  two  compart- 
ments, one  for  the  Austrians  and  the  other  for  the  French. 
Before  quitting  the  Austrian  side  she  was  stripped  to  the  skin 
and  attired  from  top  to  toe  in  French  habiliments,  *  in  order,' 
80  ran  the  regulation, '  that  she  might  retain  nothing  of  a  country 
*  which  was  her's  no  longer.'  She  was  accordingly  undressed 
and  dressed,  and  then  ceremoniously  handed  over  to  the  ladies 
and  gentlemen  of  the  new  court  which  had  been  formed  for  her, 
beginning  with  Madame  la  Comtesse  de  Noailles,  her  chief  lady 
in  waiting. 
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At  this  point  MM.  de  Goncourt  pause  to  describe  the  face 
and  figure  of  their  heroine,  who  had  not  yet  completed  her 
fifteenth  year,  and  gave  little  more  than  the  promise  of  her 
matured  beauty.  But  her  expressive  features,  her  exquisite 
complexion,  her  clear  blue  eyes,  the  rich  tresses  of  her  light 
brown  hair,  the  animation  of  her  whole  person,  and  her  winning 
grace  of  manner,  won  all  hearts,  and  *  qu^elle  estjolie,  notre 

*  Dauphine,^  was  the  exulting  cry  of  the  peasantry  whenever 
they  got  a  glimpse  of  her  on  the  route.* 

Her  first  meeting  with  the  royal  family  of  France,  including 
her  intended  husband,  was  at  the  bridge  of  Berne,  some  leagues 
from  CompiSgne,  She  there  alighted  from  her  carriage ;  and, 
followed  by  her  ladies,  is  led  by  her  *  chevalier  d'honneui* '  and 
the  first  equerry  to  the  King,  at  whose  feet  she  throws  herself. 
He  raises  her,  kisses  her,  and  presents  her  to  the  Dauphin,  who 
does  likewise.  They  then  proceed  to  the  ch&teau  of  Compidgne, 
\vhere  she  is  obliged  to  undergo  another  set  of  presentations. 
The  night  before  th^  nuptial  benediction  was  passed  at  the  Chtl- 
teau  de  la  Muettc;  and  here  at  supper  the  King  was  guilty  of 
the  inconceivable  weakness  and  indecency  of  suffering  Madame 
du  Barry  to  seat  herself  at  Marie  Antoinette's  table.  Nothing 
can  more  forcibly  illustrate  the  depth  of  sensuality  and  self- 

•  The  degree  and  character  of  her  beauty  have  been  much  dis- 
puted. Lord  Holland  (*  Foreign  Reminiscences '),  who  saw  her  the 
year  before  her  death,  says  that  it  consisted  exclusively  in  a  fair  skin, 
a  straight  person,  and  a  stately  air.  MM.  de  Goncourt  are  too 
enthu^astic  to  inspire  confidence  on  this  point.  One  of  their  ablest 
critics,  M.  F.  Barr^re,  quotes  the  following  as  the  most  accurate  de- 
scription of  her  on  her  arrival  in  France.  *  Her  figure  was  low  (pe- 
'  tiU)  but  perfectly  proportioned ;  her  arms  were  well-formed  and  of 
'  dazzling  whiteness  ;  her  hands  poteleeSf  her  fingers  tapering,  her  nails 

*  transparent  and  rose-coloured,  her  feet  charming.'  '  As  she  grew 
'and  filled  out,'  adds  M.  Barr^re,  ^her  feet  and  hands  remained 

*  equally  irreproachable,  but  her  figure  lost  somewhat  of  its  symmetry 

*  and  her  bust  became  too  prominent.     Her  face  was  an  oval  a  little 

*  elongated ;  heroes  were  blue,  soft,  and  animated ;  her  neck  possibly 

*  a  little  too  long  but  admirably  set ;  the  forehead  too  round  (bombi) 

*  and  not  sufficiently  shaded  by  the  hair.  The  mode  of  dressing  the 
^hair  which  the  French  ladies  adopted  under  the  Empire,  would 
'  have  become  her  to  admiration,  and  the  hair  banded  on  the  brow 

*  would  have  made  her  a  regular  beauty.*  The  portraits,  which  are 
very  Numerous,  and  were  taken  at  various  and  long  distant  periods, 
from  the  brilliant  rising  to  the  gloomy  setting  of  her  sun,  naturally 
differ  widely ;  but  they  leave  no  doubt  of  her  having  been  endowed 
with  personal  charms  more  than  sufficient  to  pass  for  beauty  on  a 
throne. 
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indulgence  which  this  monarch  must  have  reached,  or  the 
debasing  thraldom  in  which  this  abandoned  woman  held  himy 
or  the  state  of  morals  which  could  render  such  an  outrage 
possible  even  in  a  despotic  monarchy  where  public  opinion  still 
found  vent  in  pasquinades.  When  Burke  enthusiastically  ex- 
claimed, ^  I  thought  ten  thousand  swords  must   have  leaped 

*  from  tihieir  scabbards  to  aveuge  even  a  look  that  threatened  her 
^  with  insult,'  he  forgot  that  the  first  insult  had  been  perpetrated, 
and  the  ground  Isud  for  the  most  galling  of  the  rest,  without 
a  solitary  protest  amongst  this  *  nation  of  gallant  men.'  But 
^  the  age  of  chivalry '  was  over,  and  that  of  *  sophists,  economists^ 
'  calculators '  had  not  arrived. 

When  one  of  her  ladies  in  waiting  asked  her  what  she  thought 
of  the  favourite,  she  replied  by  one  well-chosen  word  *  cAor- 
mantej*  It  is  also  related  that  she  naively  asked  Madame  de 
Noailles  what  was  Madame  du  Barry's  peculiar  function  at  the 
court?  *  She  amuses  the  King.'  *  Then  I  declare  myself  her 
^rivaL' 

The  marriage  was  solemnised  in  the  chapel  of  Versailles,  on 
the  forenoon  of  the  16  th  of  May.  As  soon  as  it  was  over,  the 
bride  hurried  to  her  own  apartment,  and  without  waiting  to 
lay  aside  her  robes,  wrote  to  her  mother,  *  Er^n  wje  voilh 

*  Dauphine  de  France.^  The  ceremony  was  hardly  ended,  when 
the  sky  was  darkened  by  clouds,  the  rain  fell  in  torrents,  and 
the  crowd  which  filled,  the  gardens  were  driven  home.  The 
bad  weather  continuing,  the  fireworks  were  not  let  off,  the 
illuminations  failed,  and  the  people,  deprived  of  their  anticipated 
fete,  began  to  talk  of  omens  and  give  vent  to  presentiments. 
The  f^tes  at  Paris  concluded  still  more  inauspiciously.  Through 
the  mismanagement  of  the  municipal  authorities,  who  insisted 
on  superseding  the  regular  police  for  the  occasion,  the  crowd 
got  januned  in  the  Place  Louis  Quinze  (now  Place  de  la  Con- 
corde)^ and  a  furious  conflict  had  already  commenced  between 
those  who  wished  to  come  vti  and  those  who  were  struggling  to 
get  out,  when  the  scaffolding  round  the  statue,  on  which  the 
ornamented  lamps  were  hung,  caught  fire.  Th^  alarm  spread: 
the  efforts  to  escape  grew  phrenzied :  the  strong  trampled  down 
the  weak:  the  firemen  dashed  to  the  spot  with  their  engines 
over  every  obstacle;  and  when  the  confusion  ceased,  the  outlets 
and  much  of  the  open  space  were  fotmd  heaped  wiUi  the  dying 
and  the  dead.  The  number  of  the  sufferers  was  reduced  as  low 
as  possible  in  the  official  reports,  but  according  to  the  '  Gazette 
'de  France,'  132  dead  bodies  were  collected  and  buried  in  the 
cemetery  of  the  Madeleine. 

Among  the  startling  incidents  of  the  scene  which  deeply 
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toaohed  the  Dauphiness,  was  one  recorded  of  a  yoang  couple 
who  were  to  be  married  the  day  following.  Feeung  her 
strei^th  fail,  and  on  the  point  of  sinking  to  the  ground,  the 
girl  entreated  her  lover  to  leave  her  to  her  fate  and  save  him- 
self: *  Never,'  he  exclaimed,  ^and  there  is  hope  yet;  get 
^  upon  my  shoulders,  and  I  can  carry  you  through  the  press/ 
He  stooped,  turning  his  back  towards  her.  A  light  form  took 
tbe.offe^  place,  and  a  woman's  arm  was  round  his  neck.  He 
was  tall,  strong,  and  resolute.  He  made  his  way  to  a  safe  spot, 
and  his  fsdr  burden  glided  to  his  feet.  It  was  an  entire  stranger, 
who  had  overheard  the  suggestion,  pushed  his  betrothed  bride 
adde,and  taken  her  place. 

The  royal  couple,  who  had  been  the  innocent  cause  of  these 
disasters,  contributed  the  whole  of  their  year's  income  to  the 
relief  fund,  and  Marie  Antoinette  was  constantly  recurring  to 
the  catastrophe  and  devising  means  to  mitigate  the  resulting 
miseries.  One  of  her  attendants,  by  way  of  consolation,  told 
her  that  a  number  of  pickpockets,  their  pockets  cranuned  with 
watches  and  snuffboxes,  were  found  amongst  the  dead,  and  ob« 
served  that  ihey  at  least  had  met  with  their  deserts.     ^  Oh,  no, 

*  no,'  was  the  reply ;  *  they  have  met  their  ^eath  by  the  side  of 

*  honest  people.' 

There  existed  grounds  of  apprehension  and  causes  of  anxiety 
of  a  more  tangible  and  appreciable  sort  than  omens.  To  dis- 
cover them,  it  was  simply  necessary  to  look  a  little  below  the 
surface  of  the  courtly  circle  into  which  she  was  received-  with 
such  a  flattering  exhibition  of  enthusiasm.  As  already  stated,  the 
Austrian  alliance,  of  which  she  was  the  pledge,  was  the  favourite 
project  of  the  Duke  de  Choiseul,  whose  power  was  rapidly  de- 
clining ;  and  the  bare  fact  of  its  having  been  brought  about  by 
him^  made  it  and  her  distasteful  to  the  rival  party,  with  which 
the  royal  mistress  and  the  King's  four  daughters  were  closely 
allied*  Madame  du  Barry  had  tact  enough  to  see  that,  if  His 
Majesty  once  became  fond  of  the  Dauphiness  and  accustomed  to 
her  society,  the  fresh,  pure,  and  refined  would  speedily  super- 
sede the  old  and  coarser  tie.  Notwithstanding  his  epicurean 
habits,  he  had  once  or  twice  shown  symptoms  of  a  reviving  taste 
for  better  things,  as  when  he  resorted  for  a  period  to  Madame 
Adelaide's  apartment;  and  his  first  feeling  towards  Marie  An- 
toinette was  one  of  admiring  affection.  Be  insisted  on  doing 
the  honours  of  Versailles  in  his  own  proper  person,  and  an  in- 
cident which  occurred  as  he  was  playing  cicerone  in  the  gardens, 
affords  a  striking  proof  of  his  inactivity  and  confirmed  indolence, 
maatal  and  bodily.  To  his  surprise  he  found  the  walks  broken 
up  (M*  encumbered  with  ruins.     As  he  assisted  her  over  a  heap 
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of  stones^  he  remarked :  '  I  beg  your  pardon  a  thousand  times, 
*my  daughter;  but,  in  my  time,  there  was  a  fine  set  of  marble 

*  steps  here :  I  do  not  know  what  they  have  done  with  them.' 

All  the  arts  of  misrepresentation  were  set  on  foot  by  the  un- 
scrupulous mistress  to  undermine  the  growing  favour  oi  ^  la 

*  petite  roussei*  and  she  at  length  succeeded  by  insinuating  that 
Marie  Antoinette  had  complained  to  her  mother  of  the  inde- 
corous addition  to  the  royal  supper  party  at  La  Muette,  and  by 
persuading  the  King  that  his  attentions  were  thrown  away  on 
an  ungrateful  or  insensible  object.  His  manner  gradually  grew 
colder  and  colder,  and  at  length  the  triumph  of  vice  over  virtue 
was  announced  by  his  exclaiming,  in  a  tone  of  mingled  bitterness 
and  regret :  *  Je  sais  Men  que  Madame  la  Dauphine  ne  nCaime 
*pas.* 

Her  aunts-in-law,  four  in  number,  shared  amongst  them  most 
of  the  qualities  which  are  popularly,  if  unjustly,  attributed  to 
old  maids.  Although  they  did  their  best  to  appear  amiable  to 
their  new  relative  at  first,  they  were  obviously  repelled  instead 
of  attracted  by  youth,  beauty,  and  high  spirits.  She  made  light 
of  the  pleasures  of  the  table,  and  they  were  famous  for  their 
cook.  It  was  Madame  Victoire  who,  to  quiet  a  conscientious 
scruple,  requested  a  bishop  to  decide  whether  a  particular  de^ 
scription  of  water-fowl  could  be  properly  eaten  during  Lent. 
He  gravely  informed  her  that  in  all  such  cases,  the  bird  should 
be  carved  upon  a  cold  dish,  and  that  unless  the  gravy  congealed 
within  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  it  might  be  eaten  at  all  seasons 
without  sin.  It  was  Madame  Louise  again,  who  growing  delirious 
on  her  death-bed,  cried  out:  'AuParadis,  vite,  vite,  au  grand 

*  gahp.^  The  ruling  spirit  of  the  four  was  unluckily  Madame 
Adelaide,  who  had  a  double  motive  for  disliking  her  niece,  both 
as  a  rival  for  the  King's  confidential  intimacy  for  which  she  had 
fought  a  hard  fight  with  the  mistress,  and  as  the  outward  and 
visible  sign  of  the  abandonment  of  the  old  national  anti- Austrian 
policy,  of  which  she  was  the  warm  partisan.  'When  M.  Campan 
went  to  receive  her  commands  before  starting  to  meet  the 
Dauphiness  on  the  frontier,  Madame  Adelaide  told  him  haughtily 
that  she  had  no  commands  to  give  about  sending  to  look  after  an 
Austrian  princess. 

The  Dauphin's  brothers  were  too  young  as  yet  to  play  an 
important  part,  but  they  soon  began  to  exercise  a  marked  and 
evU  influence  on  her  destiny ;  the  one  designedly  and  from  ill 
nature,  the  other  unconsciously  and  from  the  unguarded  display 
of  his  admiration.  The  Comte  de  Provence,  afterwards  Louis 
XVIIL,  though  of  a  cold  disposition  and  studious  habits,  had  a 
turn  for  gallantry,  and  affected  for  a  period  to  be  the  adorer  and 
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poet  of  his  sister-in-law.*  But  on  his  marriage  with  a  princess 
of  Savoy,  originally  destined  for  the  Dauphin  and  for  that  reason 
detesting  the  innocent  cause  of  her  disappointment,  he  adopted 
the  prejudices  of  his  wife,  and  some  of  the  most  mischievous 
interpretations  put  upon  the  language  and  conduct  of  the  Dau- 
l^iiness  were  traced  to  their  salon.  What  made  him  the  more 
dangerous,  he  had  a  turn  for  satire,  was  a  saycr  of  good  things, 
and  wrote  tolerable  verses,  especially  in  the  epigrammatic  style. 
That  Mesdames  du  Terrage  and  de  Balbi  were  nominally  his 
mistresses,  proves  nothing  more  than  his  compliance  with  fashion 
or  his  vanity.  When  a  candid  friend  tried  to  excite  the  Com- 
teese's  jealousy,  by  alluding  Do  them,  she   replied:  ^O,  mon 

*  Dien,  don't  let  us  reproach  him  with  these  laidies.     They  are 

*  the  only  superfluities  he  allows  Jiimself. ' 

The  younger  brother,  the  Comte  d'Artois,  afterwards  Charles 
X.,  was  the  precise  opposite  of  his  senior.  He  was  frank,  gay, 
careless,  full  of  life  and  vivacity,  fond  of  pleasure,  and  chival- 
rously devoted  to  women.  His  gallantry,  indeed,  was  of  the  most 
discursive  sort,  and  was  so  far  from  being  interrupted  by  his 
marriage  with  a  daughter  of  Savoy  (sister  of  the  Comtesse  de 
Provence),  that  his  frequent  visits  to  an  actress,  Mademoiselle 
Dath^  gave  rise  to  the  punning  remark  that  ^  ayant  eu  une  in- 
'  digestion  de  gateau  de  Savoye  d.  Versailles,  il  ^tait  alle  prendre 

*  du  ihd  ik  Paris.'  He  found  ample  time,  however,  to  be  at  all 
Marie  Antoinette's  parties  of  amusement,  and  his  open  adoration 
was  subsequently  converted  into  a  weapon  of  defamation  by 
her  calumniators. 

The  greatest  of  her  disadvantages  was  the  uncongenial  character 
of  her  husband.  His  piety,  his  passive  courage,  his  domestic  vir- 
tues, and  his  heactfelt  wish  to  promote  the  true  happiness  of  his 
people,  are  now  matter  of  history;  but  it  required  time  and  mis- 
fortune to  elicit  them,  and  he  confessedly  had  none  of  the  qualities 
which  make  a  French  prince  popular  or  fix  the  affection  of  a  bride 
of  fifteen.  At  the  same  time,  we  think  MM.  de  Goncourt  are 
hardly  just  when  they  cite  him  as  ^  one  of  those  poor  hearts,  those 
^  alu^ish  temperaments,  sometimes  occurring  towards  the  end  of 

*  royal  races,  in  which  nature  seems  to  make  a  parade  of  her 

*  lassitude.'     Still  less  can  we  answer  in  the  affirmative  when 

•  He  sent  h^r,  in  his  own  name,  the  following  verses  (borrowed, 
we  believe,  from  Lemierre)  with  a  fan  :  — 

'  Au  milieu  des  chaleurs  extremes, 
Heureux  d'amuser  vos  loisirs, 
tTaorai  soin  de  vous  amener  les  zephyrs, 
Les  amours  viendront  d'eux-memes.' 
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they  ask  wliethiBr  '  this  coldness^  this  silence  of  the  pasaons, 
^  of  youth,  of  sex,  this  contracted  imagination,  these  tremblings 
'and  sinkings  of  a  Bourbon  of  eighteen,  this  husband^  this  man^ 
*were  not  in  reality  the  work,  the  crime,  of  a  governor  chosen 
*  by  the  blind  piety  of  the  father  of  Louis  XVL?  *  It  is  per- 
fectly true  that  this  governor,  the  Due  de  Vauguyon,  acted  on 
a  totally  different  principle  from  most  governors  and  tutors  at 
that  period,  and  made  no  effort  to  control  his  pupil's  humour 
when  shrinking  timidly  from  female  society.  It  may  be  also 
true  that,  subsequently  to  the  marriage,  he  endeavoured  to  keep 
the  young  couple  apart  as  much  as  possible  by  interfering  with 
the  arrangement  of  their  apartments  at  Fontiunebleau,  and  that 
the  Dauphiness  was  at  last  provoked  by  his  intrusiveness  into 
saying:  *  Monsieur  le  Due,  Monsieur  le  Dauphin  is  old  enough 
'to  dispense  with  a  governor,  and  I  have  no  need  of  a  spy.  I 
'  request  that  you  will  not  appear  before  me  again.' 

The  melancholy  end  of  Louis  XVL  has  thrown  over  his 
memory  something  of  the  radiance  of  martyrdom ;  but  it  is  not 
the  less  true  that  his  manners  were  coarse,  his  voice  harsh,  his 
speech  rude,  and  his  whole  demeanour  dike  deficient  in  ele- 
gance and  in  consideration  for  others.  These  unamiable  qualities 
were  keenly  felt  by  the  younger  branches  of  the  royal  family, 
and  they  probably  contributed  to  that  alienation  of  some  of  the 
princes  from  the  king  which  produced  most  fatal  consequences 
in  the  Revolution.  Nor  were  they  unfelt  by  her  who  was 
doomed  at  last  to  follow  him  to  the  scaffold. 

The  Dauphin  had  other  defects  which  must  have  helped  to 
destroy  the  illusions  of  a  bride.  His  appetite  rivalled  fliat  of 
his  ancestor,  le  Grand  Monarque,  and  he  indulged  it  without 
regard  to  appearances,  whilst  she  was  singularly  sparing  in  her 
diet;  her  principal  meal  seldom  extending  beyond  the  wing  of 
a  chicken  and  a  glass  of  water.* .  He  was  economical  and  fond 
of  accounts,  whidi  he  kept  with  the  most  scrupulous  exactitude. 
His  favourite  occupation  was  practical  mechanics;  he  would 
shut  himself  up  morning  after  morning  with  a  locksmith,  who 
treated  him  like  an  ordinary  apprentice.  When  he  rejoined  her 
with  his  hands  and  clothes  smeared  with  oil  and  steel  filings, 
she  was  wont  to  hwl  him  with  *  Oh,  here  comes  my  God  Vulcan,' 
— a  classical  allusion  which  seldom  failed  to  raise  a  malicious  smile 
amongst  such  of  the  courtiers  as  had  a  smattering  of  heathen 

•  When  the  royal  couple  were  lodged  at  the  Feuillants,  just  after 
the  dreadful  20th  of  June,  the  King  indulged  his  appetite  in  so  un- 
dignified a  manner  that  the  royalist  deputies  thought  right  to  notice 
it  to  the  Queen. 
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mythology  or  had  studied  Ovid's  Art  of  Love.  His  only  manly 
and  gentlemanlike  amusement  was  the  chase;  but  this^ as  followed 
by  the  later  generations  of  French  kings,  was  a  very  different 
thing  from  an  English  stag  or  fox  hunt ;  the  *  field '  being  com- 
posed of  courtiers  of  both  sexes,  who  looked  on  from  gilded 
coaches  or  cantered  along  smooth  glades  on  trained  palfreys. 

This  dissimilarity  of  tastes  and  character  did  not  prevent  the 
yonnff  couple  from  presenting  an  attractive  picture  of  conjugal 
aflfection  before  the  public,  and  wherever  they  appeared  they 
were  hailed  with  enthusiasm.  Their  (rst  formal  visit  to  Paris 
was  delayed  for  three  years.  It  took  place  in  June,  1773,  and 
it  was  on  this  occasion  that  the  old  Marshal  de  Brissac,  request- 
ing the  Dauphin  not  to  be  jealous,  led  her  to  the  front  of  the 
gdlery  overlooking  the  gardens  of  the  Tuileries,  and  pointing 
to  the  sea  of  upturned  faces  beneath,  told  her :  ^  Madame,  you 
'  have  there,  before  your  eyes,  two  hundred  thousand  lovers.* 

Towards  the  beginning  of  May,  1774,  Louis  XV.  fell  ill  of 
the  smallpox,  of  which  he  died  on  the  10th.  His  remains  were 
in  snch  a  state  of  putrefaction  that  it  was  considered  certain 
death  to  meddle  with  them.  As  soon  as  the  breath  was  out  of  his 
body,,  the  Due  de  Villequier,  first  gentleman  of  the  chamber, 
desired  M.  Andouille,  first  surgeon  to  his  defrmct  Majesty,  to 
open  and  embalm  it.  *I  am  ready,'  replied  Andouille,  *but  you 
*  will  hold  the  head  during  the  operation :  it  is  a  part  of  your 
'duty.'  The  Due  walked  away  without  another  word,  and  the 
body  was  neither  opened  nor  embalmed.  It  was  hastily  buried 
by  some  poor  workpeople,  and  spirits  of  wine  were  poured  into 
the  coffin  ^o  check  infection.  The  late  king's  aunts  were  sedu- 
lous in  their  attendance  on  his  sick  bed,  and  exhibited  the  most 
heroic  courage  in  confronting  a  danger  from  which  the  cour- 
tiers of  every  class  fled.  More  than  fifty  persons  caught 
the  malady  from  merely  passing  through  the  great  gaUery. 
The  Dauphin  and  Daupluness  waited  in  her  apartment;  it 
being  settled  that  they  were  to  leave  for  Choisy  so  soon  as 
all  was  over.  That  no  time  might  be  lost  in  giving  orders, 
it  was  agreed  between  the  attendants  who  had  charge  of 
the  carriages  and  those  who  were  in  waiting  near  the  sick 
chamber,  that  a  lighted  candle  placed  at  a  window  should  be 
extinguished  when  the  dying  monarch  was  no  more.  The  light 
disappeared,  and  within  a  few  minutes  all  was  ready  for  a  start. 
The  first  intimation  of  what  had  taken  place  was  conveyed  tp 
the  new  King  and  Queen  by  the  crowd  of  courtiers  hurrying  to 
fialute  the  rising  sun.  Their  rush  into  the  ante-chamber  is  de- 
scribed by  Madame  Campan  as  producing  a  terrible  noise  re- 
sembling thunder.    On  hearing  it,  the  objects  of  this  tumultuous 
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homege  knew  that  their  reign  had  commenced^  and  bj  a  spon- 
taneous movement  both  fell  upon  their  knees^  exclaiming, '  (jood 

*  Lord,  guide  us,  protect  us,  we  reign  too  soon/ 

The  cry  of  Le  roi  est  mart:  Vive  le  rai,  is  admirably  suited  to 
an  impressible  and  lighthearted  people,  whose  natural  tendency  is 
rather  to  live  in  the  future  than  in  the  past.  Far  more  gaiety 
than  grief  was  certainly  elicited  amongst  them  by  this  devolutioa 
of  the  crown,  and  even  in  the  royal  carriage  which  was  conveying 
the  six  chief  mourners  (the  King  and  Queen,  Monsieur  and  Ma- 
dame, and  Le  Comte  and  Comt^sse  d'Artois)  on  their  road  to 
Choisy,  the  prevalent  sentiment  would  have  justified  Byrorfs 
well-known  lines  on  gondolas : — 

*  And  sometimes  they  contain  a  deal  of  fun, 
Like  mourning  coaches  when  the  funeral's  done.' 

They  kept  up  a  decent  show  of  sorrow  during  the  first  half  of 
the  journey,  when  a  word  ludicrously  mispronounced  by  the  Com- 
tesse  d'Artois  raised  a  general  laugh,  and  they  then  by  commoii 
consent  wiped  their  eyes  and  left  off  weeping. 

The  Queen  used  all  her  influence  to  procure  the  recall  of  the 
Due  de  Choiseul,  to  whom  she  conceived  herself  indebted  for  her 
throne.  But  on  tliis  point  Louis  XVI.  was  inexorable.  The  secret 
memoirs  left  by  his  father  under  the  care  of  his  governor,  contained 
a  solemn  proscription  of  this  minister,  who  was  also  vehemently 
opposed  by  Madame  Adelaide.  Although  the  Queen  failed  in 
this  instance,  however,  she  was  obviously  winning  her  way  to 
that  place  in  his  afTections  which  she  ultimately  obtained  and 
kept.  They  were  seen  so  often  walking  arm  in  arm  in  the  gar- 
dens of  Choisy  as  to  set  the  fashion;  and  *we  had  the  gratifica- 
tion,' obseiTcs  an  eye-witness,  *of  seeing  several  couples  who  had 

*  been  separated,  and  not  without  reason,  for  many  years,  walk- 
*ing  arm  in  arm  on  the  terrace  for  houts  together,  and  enduring, 
*from  courtly  compldsance,  the  intolerable  tediousness  of  apro- 

*  longed  tSte-a  tSte.^  The  hearts,  or  heads,  of  the  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple were  so  full  of  the  charms  and  virtues  of  their  Queen  on  her 
accession,  that  a  jeweller  made  a  large  fortune  by  selling  mourn- 
ing snuff-boxes  in  her  honour.  They  were  composed  o{  chagrin, 
with  the  motto  *La  Consolation  dans  le  Chagrin  J  The  conceit 
was  hardly  so  poetical  as  that  of  the  artist*  who  on  her  arrival  in 
France  painted  her  in  the  heart  or  centre  of  an  opening  rose. 

Altogether,  the  outward  aspect  of  things  was  smiling  and  the 
general  prospect  fair.  But  the  anti- Austrian  faction  was  im- 
placable; family  jealousies  were  as  rife  as  ever,  and  a  host  of 
wounded  vanities  were  accumulating,  comparing,  and  exagge- 
rating their  wrongs,  real  or  fancied,  with  a  view  to  retaliation 
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or  revenge.  A  trifling  incident  was  sufficient  to  show  the  amount 
of  malignity  of  which  she  was  about  to  become  the  mark  and  the 
victim.  She  held  a  drawing  room  at  La  Muette  to  receive 
all  the  ladies  of  the  courts  young  and  old;  many  of  whom, 
from  the  stiffness  of  their  demeanour  and  the  antiquated  fashion 
of  their  habiliments,  looked  ridiculous  enough.  But  she  kept 
her  countenance  irreproachably  till  one  of  her  ladies  in  waiting, 
the  Marqnise  de  Clermont  Tonnerre,  feeling  or  feiraing  exhaus- 
tion, sate  down  on  the  iloor  behind  her,  and,  under  shelter  of 
the  hoops  of  her  neighbours,  began  to  make  faces  and  play  off 
other  childish  tricks.  These  attracted  the  notice  of  the  Queen, 
who  was  once  or  twice  obliged  to  conceal  a  tendency  to  laughter 
behind  her  fan,  as  some  elderly  dowagers  were  curtseying  to  her. 
The  next  day,  a  report  was  spread  that  she  had  purposely  cast 
ridicule  on  aU  the  elderly  and  most  respectable  ladies  present, 
and  that  no  one  of  them  would  appear  in  the  court  circle  a  second 
time.    A  song  was  circulated  with  this  refrain: — 

*  Petite  reine  de  vingt  ans, 
Vous  qui  traitez  si  mal  les  gens, 
Vous  repasserez  la  barri^re, 
Laire,  laire,  laire  lanlaire,  laire  lanla.' 

'More  than  fifteen  years  after  this  event,'  adds  Madame 
Campan, '  I  heard  old  ladies,  in  the  depths  of  Auvergne,  relate  all 
'the  detiuls  of  this  day,  when,  according  to  them,  the  Queen 
'had  indecorously  laughed  in  the  faces  of  the  sexagenarian 
'  duchesses  and  princesses  who  had  deemed  it  their  duty  to  attend.' 

Very  little  form  was  observed  by  the  imperial  family  at 
Vienna,  except  on  state  occasions;  the  House  of  Lorraine  prided 
itself  on  its  sunplicity ;  and  Marie  Antoinette  was  probably  more 
influenced  by  the  traditions  of  her  race,  the  example  of  her  mother, 
the  recollections  of  her  girlhood,  and  her  own  gaiety  of  disposition, 
than  by  the  shallow  phuosophy  of  the  Abb6  Vermond.  Certain 
it  is,  however,  that  her  disregard  of  etiquette  was  a  fatal  error, 
and  laid  the  foundation  of  much  future  misery.  There  is  a  well- 
known  story  of  her  slipfung  off  a  donkey  in  a  fit  of  laughter,  and 
instead  of  rising  imme^tely,  requesting  some  one  to  call  Madame 
de  Noailles,  and  ascertain  me  prescribed  mode  of  behaviour  for  a 
Queen  of  France  who  could  not  keep  her  seat  upon  a  donkey. 
She  had  given  Madame  de  Noailles  the  Nickname  of  Madame 
I'Etiquette,  and  divided  the  ladies  of  the  court  into  three  classes, 
calling  the  no-longer  young,  les  siecles;  the  prudes  who  affected 
devotioii,  les  collets  montes;  and  the  retailers  of  scandals,  les  pa- 
quets.  They  avenged  themselves  by  puttbg  disadvantageous  in- 
terpretations on  all  her  words  and  actions.    Madame  de  Marsan, 
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thegoverness  of  the  Kind's  sisters  and  the  dear  friend  of  Madame 
de  Noulles,  was  a  conspicuous  member  of  the  band. 

*  In  her  eyes/  says  MM.  de  Goncourt,  Hhat  light  and  baojant  step 
was  the  step  of  a  courtesan  ;  that  fashion  of  transparent  lawn  was  a 
theatrical  costume  intended  to  stimulate  desire.  If  the  royal  beauty 
raised  her  eyes,  her  enemies  saw  in  them  the  practised  look  of  a 
coquette ;  if  she  wore  her  hair  a  little  loose  and  waving,  **  the  hair 
^'  of  a  Bacchante,"  was  the  cry;  if  she  spoke  with  her  natural  vivacily, 
it  was  the  rage  for  talking  without  saying  anything  or  having  any- 
thing to  say ;  if  in  conversation  she  assumed  a  look  of  sympathy  and 
intelligence,  it  was  an  insupportable  air  of  understanding  every- 
thing; if  i^e  laughed  with  her  girlish  gaiety,  it  was  an  affected 
gaiety,  bursts  of  forced  laughter.  This  old  woman,  in  shor^  sus- 
pected and  perveirted  ever3rtUng,  as  if  youth  and  grace  were  incom- 
patible with  purity.' 

When  we  investigate  the  usages  of  the  French  court  at  this 
period^  we  cease  to  wonder  at  the  repugnance  which  they  in« 
spired  in  any  one  who  had  not  been  bred  up  to  consider  them 
as  the  beginning  and  end  of  all  things^  the  foundation  of  social 
order,  and  the  strength  as  well  as  ornament  of  the  throne.  A 
Queen  of  Trance  was  not  allowed  a  moment  of  privacy,  walking 
or  sitting,  in-doors  or  out  of  doors,  eating  or  drinking,  sleeping 
or  waking,  dressing  or  undressing.  Some  court  functionary  or 
another,  male  or  female,  might  claim  to  be  near  her  or  about  her 
from  morning  to  night  and  from  night  to  morning;  and  as  many 
of  these  official  attendants  had  bought  or  inherited  their  places, 
she  had  not  even  the  power  of  excluding  known  spies  and  ill- 
wishers  from  her  privacy. 

Such  being  her  habitual  life,  we  can  easily  understand  both 
why  the  Queen  should  seize  every  opportunity  of  escaping  from 
it,  and  why  her  transgressions  agidnst  etiquette  should  be  de- 
nounced by  its  votaries  as  tantamount  to  so  many  breaches  of 
the  Decalc^e.  Thus,  she  had  a  fancy  to  see  a  sunrise;  and 
the  King  consented  to  her  going  for  this  purpose  to  the  heights 
of  Marly  at  three  in  the  morning,  but  instead  of  sitting  up 
to  accompany  her,  went  to  bed.  The  Queen  was  attended  by 
a  numerous  suite,  including  her  ladies  in  wcuting.  A  few  days 
afterwards  a  libellous  copy  of  verses  entitled  *Le  Lever  de 
*r  Aurore/  was  circulated  at  Paris,  and  a  belief  was  current  that 
this  lyght  expedition  was  planned  expressly  for  the  indulgence 
of  a  passion  for  the  famous,  or  infamous,  Egalit^  whom,  it  is 
clear,  she  never  liked,  although,  like  two  or  three  others  rebuffed 
for  presumption,  he  subsequently  tried  to  injure  the  Queen'& 
reputation. 

If  the  precautions  taken  in  this  instance  to  preclude  calumny 
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were  imavailing,  it  was  a  matter  of  course  that  she  should  be 
condemned  when  direct  evidence  of  her  entire  innocence  was 
•  wanting  and  she  required  to  be  judged  charitably.  She  was 
fond  of  going  to  the  masked  balls  of  the  opera  attended 
by  a  single  lady.  One  evening  when  she  had  come  from  Ver- 
sailles for  this  purpose,  in  the  company  of  the  Duchesse  de 
Luynes,  their  carriage  broke  down  just  within  the  gates  of 
Paris.  They  were  obliged  to  alight  and  remain  in  a  shop  whilst 
a  footman  went  for  a  fiacre.  They  were  masked,  and  the  ad- 
venture might  have  been  kept  secret,  but  it  was  so  odd  a  one 
for  a  Queen  of  France,  and  she  was  so  unconscious  of  wrong, 
that  she  could  not  help  exclaiming  to  the  first  acquaintance  she 
met  at  the  ball,  ^CTest  moi  en  fiacre;  rCest-ce  pas  btenplaisantf^ 

The  story  got  wind^  and  was  repeated  in  the  most  exaggerated 
and  compromising  form.  It  was  said  that  she  had  given  a 
meeting  at  a  private  house  to  a  nobleman,  and  the  i)uc  de 
Coigny  was  openly  named  as  the  happy  man.  According  to 
one  of  the  scandalous  chronicles  of  the  period,  she  went 
to  the  theatre  in  a  grey  domino,  having  ordered  several  of 
her  ladies  to  go  similarly  attired,  and  was  alone  with  the 
Due  for  some  minutes  in  a  box  on  the  second  tier.  *She 
'  was  seen/  it  is  added,  ^  coming  out  in  so  agitated  a  state  as  to 

*  be  near  fsunting  on  the  staircase.'  A  lady  made  a  memorandum 
of  ihe  hour  in  her  pocket-book :  it  was  handed  round,  and 
almost  all  the  ladies  of  the  court  had  it  copied  into  their's,  *  in* 
^scribed  in  letters  of  ffoMJ  And  the  most  offensive  inferences 
were  drawn  from  these  gossiping  stories  of  a  profligate  and 
malignant  court.  If  the  *  School  for  Scandal '  is  a  true  picture 
of  human  nature  in  its  most  unamiable  moods,  minuteness  of  de- 
tail is  no  guarantee  for  accuracy;  and  such  charges  are  refuted  by 
their  particularity  and  their  grossness.  The  inscription  in  letters 
of  gold  is  an  impudent  fiction  on  the  face  of  it,  and  the  assumed 
notoriety  of  the  Queen's  habitual  profligacy  is  irreconcilable 
with  the  recorded  testimony  of  a  host  of  impartial  and  unim- 
peachable witnesses,  at  the  head  of  which  stand  the  Prince  de 
Ligne,  the  Count  de  la  Marck,  andj  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

*  The  pretended  gallantry  of  the  Queen,*  says  the  Prince  de 
Ligne  in  his  Melanges^  'was  never  any  thing  more  than  a  pro- 
'found  feeling  of  friendship  for  one  or  two  persons,  and  a  co- 
'quettish  wish,  as  woman,  as  queen,  to  please  everybody.' 
The  Count  de  la  Marck  contemptuously  disposes  of  the  popular 
stories  against  her  as  '  mensonges  et  mechancetds.^ 

Lady  Morgan  has  preserved  Lafayette's  impressions :  — 

*  "Is  it  true,  general,"  I  asked,  "  that  you  once  went  to  a  bal  masque 
at  the  opera  with  the  Queen  of  Prance,  Marie  Antoinette,  the  King  - 
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knowing  nothing  of  the  matter  till  after  her  return  ?  "  ^'  I  am  afraid 
so,"  said  he ;  "  she  was  so  indiscreet,  and,  I  can  conscientiously  add, 
so  innocent  However,  the  Comte  d*Artois  was  of  the  pfirty,  and. 
we  were  all  young,  enterprising,  and  pleasure-loving.  But  what  is 
most  ahsurd  in  the  adventure,  was  when  I  pointed  out  Madame  da 
Barry  to  her,  whose  figure  and  favourite  domino  I  knew,  the  Queen 
expressed  the  most  anxious  desire  to  hear  her  speak,  and  hade  me 
intriguer  her.  She  answered  me  flippantly,  and  I  am  sure  if  I  had 
offered  her  my  other  arm,  the  Queen  would  not  have  objected  to  iL 
Such  was  the  esprit  daventure  at  that  time  in  the  court  of  Versailles, 
and  in  the  head  of  the  haughty  daughter  of  Austria."  I  said,  '^  Oh, 
general,  you  were  their  Grandison  Cromwell."  "  Pas  encore^  replied 
he,  smiling,  "  that  soubriquet  was  given  me  long  after  by  Mirabeaa.* 
^'  I  believe,"  said  I,  '*  the  Queen  was  quite  taken  with  the  Americaii 
cause."  "  She  thought  so,  but  understood  nothing  about  it,"  replied 
he.  ^'  The  world  said  at  least,"  I  added  with  some  hesitation,  ^'  that 
she  favoured  its  young  champion  le  heros  des  deux  mondes.**  "  Can* 
can  de  salon"  he  replied,  and  the  subject  was  dropped.'  * 

Though  evidence  to  character  may  outweigh  common  rumour^ 
it  cannot  supersede  specific  proof,  and  three  specific  accusations 
have  been  brought  against  Marie  Antoinette  upon  authority  that 
must  not  be  lightly  set  aside*  The  accusers  are  the  Due  de 
Lauzun,  the  Baron  de  Besenval,  and  Talleyrand ;  the  first  and 
second  misled  by  vanity,  whilst  the  third,  who  could  not  help 
taking  the  uncharitable  side  in  any  question  of  the  sort,  has 
.  been  demonstrably  misquoted  or  mistaken. 

The  Due  de  Lauzun  one  day  appeared  at  the  Princess  de 
Guemen^'s  with  a  magnificent  heron  plume  in  his  hat.  On  the 
Queen's  admiring  it,  he  took  it  out  and  requested  her  acceptance 
of  it.  She  wore  it  once,  and  called  his  attention  to  the  circum- 
stance, on  the  strength  of  which  he  endeavours,  in  his  Secret 
Memoirs,  to  establish  that  she  meant  to  encourage  him  to  make 
love  to  her.  In  his  version,  she  asks  for  the  plume,  and  tells 
him, '  with  an  infinity  of  graces,'  that  she  was  qever  attired  so 
much  to  her  satisfaction  before. 

*  It  would  assuredly,'  he  continues,  *  have  been  better  for  her  not 
to  have  spoken  of  it,  for  the  Due  de  Coigny  remarked  both  the 
feather  and  the  phrase.  He  inquired  where  it  came  from.  The 
Queen  said,  with  embarrassment  enough,  that  I  had  brought  it  from 
my  travels  for  Madame  de  Guemen^e,  and  that  sh£  had  given  it  her. 
The  Due  de  Coigny  spoke  of  it  in  the  evening  to  Madame  de  Gue- 
men6e  with  much  ill-temper,  told  her  that  nothing  was  more  ridi- 
culous and  more  unbeconung  than  my  manner  with  the  Queen ;  that 

*  Passages  from  my 'Autobiography ;  by  Sydney,  Lady  Morgan, 
p.  95. 
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it  was  unheard  of  to  plaj  the  adorer  thus  publiclj>  and  incredible 
that  she  should  appear  to  approve  it.  He  was  received  badly  enough, 
and  considered  how  I  was  to  be  kept  at  a  distance.' 

Madame  Campan  relates  that  soon  after  the  present  of  the 
feather^  he  solicited  an  audience  of  the  Queen^  which  was  granted, 
as  it  would  have  been  granted  to  any  other  courtier  of  the  same 
rank-* 

'I  was  in  the  adjoining  room.  A  few  moments  after  his  arrival  the 
Queen  opened  the  door,  and  exclaimed  in  a  raised  and  angry  voice, 
'^SorteZy  Monsieur  r^  M.  de  Lauzun  made  a  low  bow  and  disappeared. 
The  Queen  was  greatly  agitated.  She  said  to  me,  "  Never  will  I 
receive  that  man  again.*^ 

*  On  the  death  of  the  Mar^chal  de  Biron,  the  Due  de  Lauzun  in- 
herited his  name,  and  applied  for  the  colonelcy  of  the  regiment  of 
guards.  The  Queen  caused  it  to  be  given  to  the  Due  du  Chatelet 
llie  Due  de  Biron  (Lauzun)  joined  the  party  of  the  Due  d'  Orleans, 
and  became  one  of  the  bitterest  enemies  of  Marie  Antoinette.' 

The  Due's  Memoirs  were  not  published  till  after  Madame 
Campan's^  and  the  passage  on  which  she  comments  is  suppressed. 
It  is  printed,  as  copied  firom  his  original  manuscript,  in  the 
^pendix  to  her  first  volume. 

The  Baron  de  Besenval  was  guilty  of  a  similar  impertinence, 
was  similarly  rebuffed,  and  has  revenged  himself  in  much  the 
same  manner.  His  presumption  was  the  more  remarkable,  since 
he  was  ^ast  fifty,  when  finding  himself  alone  with  the  Queen,  he 
threw  hunself  at  her  feet  and  made  a  formal  declaration  of  love. 
As  she  told  Madame  Campan,  she  ordered  him  to  disc,  and 
promised  ^at  the  King  should  know  nothing  of  an  offence  that 
would  disgrace  him  for  ever:  he  turned  pale  and  muttered  an 
excuse;  she  left  her  cabinet  without  adding  a  word,  and  hardly 
ever  spoke  to  him  again.  His  Memoirs,  which  sufliciently 
prove  the  laxity  of  his  morals  and  his  outrageous  personal  vanity, 
axe  silent  as  to  this  scene ;  but  he  blends  a  malignant  insinua- 
tion with  his  account  of  the  interview  in  which  she  communi- 
cated with  him,  by  the  King's  wish,  respecting  the  duel  between 
the  Comte  d'Axtois  and  the  Prince  de  Bourbon. 

*  I  went  first  to  the  Kmg's  levie.  I  was  hardly  in  his  cabinet  when 
I  perceived  Campan,  secretary  of  the  Queen  s  cabinet,  who  made  me 
a  sign.  I  went  to  him.  He  said,  not  appearing  to  speak  to  m^ 
*•  Follow  me,  but  at  a  distance,  so  as  not  to  be  observed."  He  led 
me  through  several  doors  and  staircases  which  were  entirely  unknown 
to  me ;  and  when  we  ran  no  risk  of  being  heard  or  seen,  he  said, 
"You  must  allow  that  this  promises  weU;  but  it  is  nothmg^of  the 
kind,  for  the  husband  is  in  the  secret.'*  "  My  dear  Campan,  I  re- 
plied,  "it  is  not  when  one  has  grey  hairs  and  wnnkles  that  one 
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expects  to  be  fetched  to  a  handsome  queen  of  twenty,  by  sach  out  of 
the  way  passages,  for  anything  but  business."  "  She  expects  yoii,* 
he  added,  "  impatiently.  I  haye  sent  twice  to  your  house  already, 
and  I  have  looked  for  you  wherever  you  were  most  likely  to  be 
found."  He  had  hardly  ceased  speaking  when  we  found  ourselves  in 
the  highest  story,  in  a  very  dirty  corridor,  opposite  a  mean-looking 
little  door.  He  tried  the  lock ;  but.  having  pushed  several  tinges  in 
vain,  he  exclaimed,  "  Ah  !  the  door  is  bolted  inside,  and  I  must  go 
round."  He  returned  very  shortly,  and  told  me  that  the  Queen  was 
very  sorry  she  could  not  see  me  immediately,  because  the  hour  of 
mass  was  at  hand,  but  that  she  begged  me  to  return  to  the  same 
place  at  three.  I  came  baek  accordingly,  and  Campan  introduced  me 
by  a  side  passage  into  a  room  where  there  was  a  billiard  table,  which 
I  recognised  from  having  often  played  on  it  with  the  Queen ;  then 
into  another  which  I  did  not  know,  simply  but  comfortably  fur- 
nished. I  was  astonished,  not  that  the  Queen  had  desired  such  facili- 
ties, but  that  she  had  ventured  to  provide  herself  with  them.' 

That  he,  a  known  gossip  and  man  of  intrigue,  was  admitted 
to  this  mysterious  apartment,  and  with  the  King's  knowledge, 
might  have  helped  to  avert  suspicion,  but  Madame  Campan 
states  that  it  was  the  one  commonly  used  by  the  lady  in  waiting 
during  any  temporary  indisposition  of  the  Queen. 

In  a  note  to  the  late  Lord  Holland's  *  Foreign  Beminiscences,* 
published  in  1850,  we  find  this  passage :  — 

'  Madame  Campan's  delicacy  and  discretion  are  not  only  pardonable, 
but  praiseworthy;  but  they  are  disingenuous,  and  her  "Memoirs'* 
conceal  truths  well  known  to  her,  though  such  as  would  have  been 
imbecoming  a  lady  to  reveaL  She  was,  in  fact,  the  confidante  of 
Marie  Antoinette's  amours.  These  amours  were  not  numerous, 
scandalous,  or  d^rading,  but  they  were  amours.  Madame  Campan, 
who  lived  beyond  the  Restoration,  was  not  so  mysterious  in  conversa- 
tion on  these  subjects  as  she  was  in  her  writings.  She  acknowledged 
to  persons  who  have  acknowledged  it  to  me,  that  she  was  privy  to 
the  intercourse  between  the  Queen  and  the  Due  de  Coigny.  That 
French  nobleman,  from  timidity  of  character  and  coldness  of  consti- 
tution, was  not  sorry  to  withdraw  himself  early  from  so  dangerous  an 
intrigue.  Madame  Campan  confessed  a  curious  fact,  namely,  that 
Fersen  was  in  the  Queen's  boudoir  or  bedchamber  tete-a-tete  with  her 
Migesty,  on  the  fiemious  night  of  the  6th  of  October.  He  escaped 
observation  with  considerable  difficulty,  in  a  disguise  which  she 
(Madame  Campan  herself)  procured  for  him.  This,  M.  de  Talley- 
rand, though  generally  somewhat  averse  to  retailing  'anecdotes  dis- 
paraging of  the  royal  family  of  France,  has  twice  recounted  to  me, 
tod  assured  me  that  he  had  it  from  Madame  Campan  herself.' 

Madame  Campan  lived  till  1822,  and  although,  like  her  royal 
mistress,  the  subject  of  much  calumny,  was  highly  respected  by 
her  friends.  One  who  knew  her  well,  and  often  heard  her 
speak  on  the  topic  in  question,  has  assured  us  that  the  uniform 
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tenor  of  her  conversation  was  confirmatory  of  her  book,  in 
which  she  treats  the  alleged  intrigue  of  the  Queen  with  the 
Due  de  Coigny  as  a  calumny,  belied  by  the  Due's  character 
and  peculiar  position  in  the  court  As  to  the  night  of  the  6th 
of  October,  me  says  in  her  Memoirs :  — 

^  At  this  epoch  I  was  not  in  attendance  on  the  Queen.  M.  Campan 
remained  with  her  till  two  in  the  morning.  As  he  was  going  away, 
she  deigned  with  infinite  goodness  to  reassure  me  as  to  the  dangers 
of  the  moment,  and  to  repeat  to  me  the  very  words  of  M.  de  La 
Fayette,  who  had  just  invited  the  royal  family  to  retire  to  rest,  ren- 
dering himself  responsible  for  his  army.    •    .    . 

*  It  was  particularly  against  the  Queen  that  the  insurrection  was 
directed.  I  shudder  still  when  I  recall  how  the  fishwomen,  who 
wore  white  aprons,  cried  out  that  these  were  intended  to  receive 
the  bowels  of  Marie  Antoinette.  The  Queen  went  to  bed  at  two  in 
the  morning,  and  fell  asleep,  worn  out  by  so  trying  a  day.  She 
had  ordered  her  two  ladies  to  go  to  bed,  thinking  that  there  was 
nothing  to  fear,  at  least  for  this  night ;  but  the  unfortunate  princess 
owed  her  life  to  the  feeling  of  attachment  which  prevented  them 
from  obejring.  My  sister,  who  was  one  of  them,  told  me  the  next 
day  what  I  am  about  to  narrate. 

'On  leaving  the  Queen's  chamber,  these  ladies  summoned  their 
waiting  maids,  and  all  four  kept  together  at  the  door  of  the  Queen's 
bedchtunber.  Towards  half-past  four  in  the  morning  they  heard 
horrible  cries  and  some  musket  shots.  One  of  them  entered  the 
Queen's  room  to  wake  her,  and  get  her  out  of  bed.  My  sister  flew  to 
the  place  where  the  tumult  seemed  to  be.  She  opened  the  door  of 
the  ante-chamber  adjoining  the  guard-room,  and  saw  a  garde-du' 
carps  holding  his  musket  across  the  door,  attacked  by  numbers,  and 
bis  face  abready  covered  with  i  blood.  He  turned  and  called  to  her, 
'^Madame,  save  the  Queen,  they  are  coming  to  assassinate  her !"  She 
suddenly  shut  the  door  upon  this  unhappy  victim  of  his  duty,  bolted 
it,  took  the  same  precaution  on  leaving  the  next  room,  and  on  reach- 
ing the  Queen's  room  she  cried  out,  ''  Rise,  Madame  !  do  not  stay  to 
**  dress,  save  yourself  in  the  King's  room."  The  Queen,  starting  up  in 
alarm,  springs  from  her  bed,  they  help  her  to  put  on  a  petticoat 
without  fastening  it,  and  her  two^  ladies  conduct  her  towards  tlw 
ceH-de-bceuf,^ 

It  is  utterly  incredible  that,  on  a  night  like  this,  with  every 
one  on  the  alert,  and  every  avenue  watched  or  guarded,  the  Queen 
should  have  had  aa  asdgnation  with  a  lover,  or  that  he  could 
have  been  introduced  or  escaped  unobserved.  Nor  is  it  likely 
that  the  writer  of  the  foregoing  narrative,  who  states  expressly 
that  she  was  not  present,  and  was  known  not  to  have  been, 
should  have  told  Talleyrand  that  she  herself  procured  the  dis- 
guise. What  she  was  wont  to  say  of  the  Comte  de  Fersen  was, 
that  the  Queen  was  much  attached  to  him,  and  sent  him  a  token 
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from  her  prison  shortly  before  her  deaths  but  that  the  strictest 
bounds  of  propriety  were  never  transgressed  on  either  side.  It 
was  Fersen,  who,  amongst  other  proofs  of  devotion  to  the  royal 
family^  drove  them  through  Paris  in  the  disguise  of  a  coachnoan 
at  the  commencement  of  the  unfortunate  expedition  to  Ya- 
rennes.* 

Cassar's  wife  should  not  even  be  suspected,  and  'he  comes  too 
'  near,  who  comes  to  be  denied.'  If  a  woman  in  private  life^ 
much  more  a  princess  or  a  queen,  is  frequently  found  in  situa- 
tions affording  opportunity  and  facility  for  crime,  her  fair  fame 
will  infallibly  suffer,  although  she  may  remsdn  quite  guiltless  in 
reality.  We  are  far,  therefore,  from  holding  Marie  Antoinette 
blameless.  She  must  have  been  inexcusably  coquettish  and  in- 
discreet. But  her  very  thoughtlessness  and  imprudence  afford 
a  strong  presumption  of  her  personal  purity.  Although  she 
must  have  been  perfectly  aware  of  the  interpretations  put  upon 
her  conduct,  she  made  no  change  in  it,  and  persevered  in  amusing 
herself  in  the  way  most  likely  to  provoke  and  give  plausibility 
to  fresh  calumnies.  Yet  according  to  the  Prince  de  Ligne,  a 
fatality  hung  over  all  her  efforts  of  enjoyment,  as  over  those  of 
Seged  Emperor  of  Ethiopia,  for  he  says :  *  I  never  saw  her  pass 

*  a  perfectly  happy  day.' 

It  was  in  1774  that  the  King,  in  an  unwonted  fit  of  gallantry, 
addressed  her  with,  *  You  are  fond  of  flowers.     Well,  I  have  a 

*  bouquet  to  offer  you :  it  is  the  Little  Trianon.*  He  could  not 
have  made  her  a  more  acceptable  nor,  as  it  turned  out,  a  more 
fatal  present ;  for  the  Little  Trianon  became  the  imputed  cause 
of  ruinous  extravagance  and  the  fancied  scene  of  improper  indul- 
gences. In  point  of  fact,  the  extraordinary  outlay  was  moderate, 
and  although  ceremony  was  laid  aside,  there  is  no  ground  for  as- 
suming any  serious  infringement  of  propriety.  Madame  Elizabeth, 

*  '  M.  HippoljTte  Castille  says,  in  one  of  his  recent  publications,  that 
^  a  friend  of  the  highest  respectability  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
'  in  Sweden,  at  the  chateau  of  Count  de  Fersen,  a  portfolio  which  had 

*  been  given  him  by  Marie  Antoinette  at  the  period  of  their  loves.  In 
^  this .  portfolio  was  a  secret  compartment  containing  unmentionable 

*  things.'     (Louis  Seize  etsa  Cour^  par  Amedee  Renee,  p.  24o.  note.) 

*  Without  contesting  the  alleged  fact,'  continues  M.  Ren^e,  '  I  can 

*  here  certify  that  the  nephew  of  M.  de  Fersen,  the  Count  de  Lowel- 
*■  hehn,  who  was  long  Swedish  minister  at  Paris,  has  several  times 
^  assured  me  that  there  existed  in  his  family  no  proofs  of  these  pre- 
^  tended  liaisons  of  his  uncle  with  Marie  Antoinette,  and  that  the 

*  Count  de  Fersen  never  uttered  a  word  calculated  to  accredit  this 
<  report.'  The  story  of  M.  CastiUe's  respectable  friend  is  incredible 
on  the  face  of  it. 
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the  King's  dster,  inyariably  accompanied  the  Queen  dnriog  her 
residence  there,  and  the  favourite  entertainment  was  private 
theatricals,  at  which  the  King  regularly  attended.  The  part  she 
generally  chose  was  that  of  the  soubrette.  The  fancy  cottages 
which  writers  like  the  Abb6  Soulavi^  have  converted  into 
places  of  assignation,  were  occupied  by  the  labourers  employed 
about  the  place.  The  game  called  escampativos  was  much  in 
TOgoe.  It  consisted  in  the  coupling  of  the  whole  party  by  a 
premdent,  male  or  female,  named  for  the  purpose,  who,  when 
this  doty  was  performed,  ezdfdmed  escampativos,  by  way  of 
signal  for  each  pair*  to  separate  firom  the  rest  for  a  named 
period,  daring  which  each  was  to  produce  an  allotted  number 
of  rhymes,  solve  a  riddle,  or  execute  some  assigned  task ;  any 
pair  that  &iled,  or  interrupted  another  pair,  paid  forfeit.  This 
game  was  reported  to  have  been  introduced  at  the  Little  Trianon, 
and  played  under  the  Queen's  auspices,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing a  tite^'tite;  but  the  only  place  where  we  read  of  her 
sanctioning  it  was  in  the  Duchess  de  Duras'  apartment. 

Marie  Antoinette  made  it  a  rule  to  receive  no  woman  separated 
from  her  husband,  and  broke  with  the  Prince  de  Condg  by  re- 
fusing to  depart  from  it  in  favour  of  his  mistress,  the  Princesse 
de  l^naco.  Lightly  as  the  marriage  tie  weighed  on  either  sex  at 
this  epoch,  it  was  not  unfrequently  found  too  heavy  to  be  even 
fbrmaliy  endured,  and  a  formidable  array  of  frail  beauties,  bear- 
ing some  of  the  noblest  names  in  France,  were  alienated  and 
exasperated  by  this  decree. 

It  was  Marie  Antoinette's  delight  to  water  her  plants  and 
tie  up  lier  flowers  in  the  Little  Trianon  dressed  like  a  country 
girl,  with  a  straw  hat  and  apron.  Except  on  state  occasions,  she 
discauded  silk  and  velvet  in  favour  of  muslin  and  gauze,  and 
so  constantly  appeared  in  white  gowns  of  inexpensive  materials, 
that  she  was  accused  of  seeking  to  discourage  French  manufac- 
tures. The  weavers  of  Lyons  memorialised  the  King  on  the 
subject,  and  their  complaint  was  backed  by  her  sisters-in-law, 
the  Comtesses  de  Provence  and  d'Artois.  She  was  not  more  for- 
ttmate  in  escaping  censure  when  her  taste  or  caprice  in  costume 
tended  to  extravagance,  and  (in  the  Protectionist  sense)  pro- 
moted trade  by  increasing  the  demand  for  a  particular  kind  of 
labour.  In  consequence  of  various  new  fashions  of  dressing  the 
hair  patronised  by  her,  an  addition  of  six  hundred  coiffeurs  de 
femme  was  made  to  the  company  of  master  hairdressers  of  Paris 
in  one  year,  1777. 

The  fashion  which  took  the  lead  counted  in  wearing 
feathers  as  high  as  they  could  be  raised.  The  Queen  sat 
for  her  picture  in  this  headgear,  and  sent  it  to  her  mother. 
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who  returned  It  by  the  same  courier,  with  an  intimation  that  she 
should  dadly  have  accepted  the  portrait  of  the  Queen  of  France, 
but  took  it  for  granted  that  the  portrait  of  some  actress  had 
been  sent  by  mistake.  On  a  hint  from  the  "Kingy  Carlin,  the 
French  Grimaldi,  turned  this  fashion  into  ridicule  on  the  stage. 
When  he  appeared  as  harlequin  he  wore  in  his  hat,  instead  of 
the  usual-  rabbit's  tail,  a  peacock's  feather  of  enormous  length, 
which  he  managed  to  entangle  in  the  scenery  and  flourish  in 
people's  faces.  Discarding  feathers,  the  hairdressers'  skill  was 
next  taxed  to  convert  the  female  head,  by  dint  of  lace  and  rib- 
bons, into  the  semblance  of  some  chosen  object  of  nature  cir  art, 
— a  tree,  a  meadow,  a  ship,  a  naval  combat,  a  porcupine,  a  het* 
met,  or  a  horn  of  abundance.  The  world  was  all  before  them 
where  to  choose,  and  imagination  was  racked  for  novelties. 
This  fashion  was  at  its  heignt  when  the  Emperor  Joseph  paid 
his  visit,  and  it  was  the  constant  subject  of  his  sarcasms.  The 
quantity  of  rouge  worn  by  his  sister  was  also  very  disagreeable 
to  him.  One  day,  when  she  was  dressed  to  accompany  him  to 
the  opera  and  wore  a  good  deal,  he  ironicaUy  advised  her  to  put 
on  more.     ^  Come,'  said  he,  pointing  to  one  of  her  attendants, 

*  another  touch  or  two  under  the  eyes;  on  with  it,  enfurie,  like 
^  this  lady.'  *  On  her  sending  to  say  that  she  had  changed  her 
mind,  and  was  expecting  him  at  one  theatre  instead  of  another 
as  agreed,  he  remarked  aloud  to  the  actor  Chdrval:  ^Yonr 
'  young  queen  is  wild  enough  in  all  conscience,  but,  fortunately, 

*  you  French  don't  dislike  it.' 

Amongst  other  allied  proofe  of  her  wildness,  or  worse, 
have  been  dted  the  Satumales  or  Noctumales  of  Versailles. 
In  the  July  and  August  of  1778,  the  Queen,  then  enceinte> 
suffered  much  from  the  heat,  and  could  not  sleep  without 
being  some  time  in  the  open  air  in  the  evening.  She  was 
in  the  habit  of  walking  on  the  Terrace  with  the  rest  of  the 
royal  family :  a  band  was  ordered  to  play  for  their  amusement, 
and  of  course  these  promenades  soon  became  the  fashion.  Every 
night,  from  ten  or  eleven  till  two  or  three  in  the  morning,  the 
Terrace  and  walks  were  the  resort  of  all  the  gay  company  of 
the  neighbourhood.  The  Queen  and  her  two  sisters-in-law 
(who,  Madame  Campan  asserts,  never  left  her)  were  sometimes 
hardly  distinguishable  amongst  the  crowd,  and  on  two  occasions 
they  were  impertinentiy  addressed.  On  another,  they  found 
themselves  seated  on  the  same  bench  with  Madame  da  Barry. 

•  In  her  'Episodes  of  French  History'  (vol.  i.  p.  591.)  Miss  Pardee 
transfers  this  stoiry,  told  by  ]MadaiDe  Campan,  to  rfapoleon  and 
Josephine. 
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The  scandalmongerB  made  the  most  of  these  incidents,  and  the 
Eang  was  advised  to  stop  the  promenades.  He  consulted  M.  de 
Manrepas^  who^  it  is  believed,  advised  his  royal  master  to  let 
Her  Majesty  amuse  herself  in  her  own  manner,  lest  she  should 
take  it  into  her  head  to  occupy  herself  with  aflSsdrs  of  state. 

It  18  no  easy  matter  to  ascertain  either  the  extent  of  her 
influence  on  public  affairs,  or  the  period  when  she  began  to 
exercise  it.  The  Prinoe  de  Montbarry,  who  was  strongly  pre-^ 
judiced  against  her,  states  in  his  Memoirs  that,  on  a  lieutenant- 
colonelcy  becoming'vacant,  she  urged  the  claims  of  her  candidate 
with  such  unseemly  vehemence  that  he  was  at  length  driven  to 
say  tiiat  he  must  repeat  all  that  had  passed  to  the  King.  *  You 
*  are  at  liberty  so  to  do^  Sir,'  said  the  Queen ;  '  I  am  well  aware 
'  of  that,'  he  replied,  ^  and  I  shall  go  to  His  Majesty  at  once.' 
He  adds  that  he  did  not  lose  an  instant,  that  the  Eling  listened 
with  grave  attention,  appearing  to  sympathise  with  his  minister 
from  his  own  experience  of  the  Queen's  vivacity,  and  concluded 
the  conference  with  these  words :  *  No  one  imderstands  what 
'has  taken  place  better  than  myself.'  This  scene  is  laid  in 
1777.  The  same  authority  relates  that  the  King  had  an  instinc- 
tive feeling  of  nullity  in  her  presence,  and  one  day  said  to 
Maurepas^  to  excuse  an  unwortfiy  concession^  ^her  spirit  has 
'such  an  ascendancy  over  mine,  that  I  was  unable  to  resist' 
Maurepas  died  in  1781,  and  was  succeeded  by  Calonne,  who  con- 
vinced Lord  Holland  that  Louis  XYL  was  self-sufficient  in  hb 
dispo^tion,  coarse  and  brutal  in  his  manners,  and  especially 
vain  of  his  superiority  to  female  domination  or  court  intrigue. 
To  establish  this  theory,  Calonne  stated  that  on  his  pointing  out 
the  mischief  that  might  ensue  from  the  Queen's  declared  disap- 
proval of  his  project,  — 

*  Louis  at  first  scouted  the  notion  of  the  Queen  (une  femme,  as  ^e 
called  her)  forming  or  hazarding  any  opinion  about  it  But  when 
M.  de  Calonne  assured  him  that  she  spoke  of  the  project  in  terms  of 
disparagement  and  displeasure,  the  King  rang  the  bcdl,  sent  for  Her 
Majesty  to  the  apartment^  and  after  sternly  and  coarsely  rebuking 
her  for  meddling  with  matters  ^'  auxqueUes  les  femmes  riont  rien  d 
^^faxre^  he,  to  the  dismay  of  Calonne,  took  her  by  the  shoulders  and 
fairly  turned  her  out  of  the  room  like  a  naughty  child.  "  Me  voilcL 
"perdu,"  said  Calonne  to  himself;  and  he  was  accordingly  dismissed, 
and  his  scheme  abandoned  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.'  * 

The  conclusion  rebuts  the  intended  inference,  and.  the 
failure  of  Calonne's  policy  sufficiently  accounts  for  his  fall. 
Madame  Campan  speaks  of  the  rude  hits  (coups  de  boutoir) 

*  Lord  Holland's  Foreign  Reminiscences. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


166  Queen  Marie  Antoinette.  July, 

which  the  King  distributed  without  respect  to  persons ;  and  the 
pleasantry  by  which  he  checked  the  Comtesse  Diane  de  Polig- 
nac's  enthusiasm  for  Dr.  Franklin  was  indefensibly  coarse. 
The  utmost  the  QUeea  could  obtain  for  the  Due  de  Choiseul 
was  one  interview,  in  which,  after  she  had  said :  *  M.  de  Choiseul, 

*  I  am  delighted  to  see  you.     You  have  made  my  hiq)pine88 :  it 

*  is  no  more  than  just  that  you  should  witness  it ' — the  King 
merely  added,  *  M.  de  Choiseul,  you  have  grown  very  fat  —  you 

*  have  lost  your  hair  —  you  are  getting  bald.'  Her  efforts  in 
favour  of  other  candidates  for  high  offices  were  almost  uniformly 
unsuccessful.     An  instance  is  given  by  Madame  de  Stael :  —  *  I 

*  waited  on  the  Queen  according  to  custom  on  St.  Louis'  day : 

*  the  niece  of  the  archbishop^  dismissed  that  yery  day,  was  pajring 

*  her  court  as  well  as  myself :  the  Queen  manifested  clearly  by  her 
*mode  of  receiving  us,  that  she  much  preferred  the  displaoed 

*  minister  to  his  successor.'  * 

The  Count  de  la  Marck  says :  — 

^  I  can  without  hesitation  deny  the  pretended  influence  which  the 
Queen  is  said  to  have  exercised  on  the  choice  of  the  King's  ministers, 
with  the  single  exception  of  the  nomination  of  the  Marquis  de  S%nr. 
I  can  even  add  that  the  Queen^  far  from  having  the  desire  and  the 
taste  to  meddle  with  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom,  had  rather  a  genuine 
repugnance  for  these  affairs,  owing  perhaps  to  a  little  lightness  of 
mind  common  enough  amongst  women.' 

She  frequently  complained  to  Madame  Campan,  as  of  one 
of  the  hard  necessities  of  her  position,  when  she  was  over-per- 
suaded by  her  friends  to  support  their  applications,  or  was  com- 
pelled by  circumstances  to  fix  and  strengthen  the  wavering 
decision  of  the  King. 

Her  affection  for  the  Princesse  de  Lamballe,  although  the 
obiect  of  much  malignant  misrepresentation  as  *une  caprice 
*ae  grande  damey  was  honourable  to  both;  and  the  imsullied 
reputation  of  tUs  lady  is  the  best  answer  to  the  charges  of 
criminal  levity  levelled  against  her  beloved  mistress.  Thdr 
friendship  remained  unbroken,  as  is  shown  by  the  touching 
letters  addressed  by  Marie  Antoinette  at  the  most  trying  periods 
to  the  Princess ;  but  there  were  long  intervals  of  partial  estrange- 
ment, which  were  filled  by  female  intimacies  less  judiciously 
chosen.  Of  these,  the  Queen's  attachment  to  the  Comtesse 
Jules  de  Polignac  endured  the  longest,  was  worst  requited,  and 
proved  most  mischievous  in  its  consequences.  The  Countess  was 
poor;  she  had  her  own  and  her  husband's  fortune  to  make;  and 
she  brought  in  her  train  a  number  of  relatives,  friends,  or  ad- 

*  Considerations  on  the  French  Revolution,  chap.  xiL 
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mirers  who  each  and  all  expected  to  benefit  by  her  interest. 
Sovereigna  will  always  strive  in  vain  to  make  themselves  the 
centre  of  an  intimate^  tmembarrassed^  and  disinterested  circle; 
for  the  mdn  attractions  to  it,  where  the  charm  of  equality  is 
wanting,  must  be  the  gratification  of  vanity  and  the  hope  of 
advancement.  The  members  of  the  envied  coterie  which  met  at^ 
the  Little  Trianon  were  constantly  on  the  look-out  for  honours, 
offices,  or  pensions;  and  it  was  at  their  instigation  that  the 
Queen  too  frequently  interfered  in  the  distribution  of  patronage. 
Her -fSavoritism  may  have  been  less  expensive  and  less  degrading 
to  the  monarchy  than  that  which  had  been  prescriptively  in- 
dulged upon  the  French  throne,  especially  in  the  preceding 
reign;  but  the  people  had  begun  to  count  the  cost  of  royal 
amusements,  and  the  gratified  avidity  of  the  Polignao  set  added 
greatly  to  her  increasing  unpopularity.  She  felt  this  deeply. 
^Amongst  the  persons  admitted  to  her  society,'  says  the  Count 
de  la  Marck, '  were  a  great  many  foreigners,  such  as  the  Counts 
^Esterhazy  and  de  Fersen,  the  Baron  de  Stedingh,  &c.  It 
'  was  evidently  their  society  that  pleased  her  most.     I  took  the 

*  liberty  one  day  to  observe  to  her  that  this  marked  preference 

*  for  foreigners  might  do  her  harm  with  the  French.  "  You  are 
"fright,'*  she  replied  sorrowfully,  "but  it  is  only  they  who 
**  never  ask  me  for  anything." ' 

When  her  dear  friend,  or  the  friends  of  her  dear  friend,  had 
got  all  they  tv^anted,  or  were  disappointed  in  some  unreasonable 
request,  they  were  at  no  pains  to  curb  their  ill-temper  or  con- 
ce^  their  discontent,  nor,  importunate  as  they  were  in  their  re- 
quests, did  they  think  it  incumbent  on  them  to  consult  her  wishes, 
or  conader  her  position  as  afiected  by  their  conduct,  in  their 
turn.  Thus,  when  the  King  and  the  Queen  had  expressed  the 
strongest  disapproval  of  the  *Mariage  de  Figaro,'  which  they  had 
read  in  manuscript,  it  was.M.  de  Vaudreuil,  the  principal 
adorer  of  the  Comtesse  Jules,  who  set  the  example  of  dis- 
obedience by  having  it  acted  at  his  country-house.  The  Countess 
herself,  till  spoiled  by  flattery  and  indulgence,  was  remarkable 
for  sweetness  of  disposition,  feminine  grace,  and  natural  gaiety. 
In  the  first  years  of  their  intimacy,  she  and  the  Queen  would 
romp  together  like  schoolgirls,  pelt  each  other  with  bonbons,  and 
engage  m  little  trials  of  stren^h  or  agility.  Just  so.  Queen 
Anne  and  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough  corresponded  as  Mrs. 
Morley  and  Mrs.  Freeman,  and  kept  up  an  unremitting  inter- 
change of  endearing  expressions,  till  the  light  and  rosy  fetter  had 
become  a  heavy  and  galling  chain.  Although  the  French 
Countess  never  reached  the  same  height  of  insolence  as  the 
English  Duchess,  in  ingratitude  they  were  pretty  nearly  on  a 
par. 
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'  M.  and  Madame  de  Folignac/  says  the  Count  de  la  Marck,  ^never 
showed  much  anxietj  to  bring  together  the  persons  it  would  have 
best  suited  the  Queen  to  meet.  The  Queen  once  went  the  length  of 
expressing  to  Madame  de  Folignac  her  dislike  to  manj  whom  she 
met  in  their  society ;  and  that  ladj,  submissive  to  those  who  ruled 
^  her,  and  despite  her  habitual  gentleness,  was  not  ashamed  to  reply, 
"  I  think  that  its  being  your  Majesty's  pleasure  to  come  to  my  salon, 
^  is  not  a  reason  for  your  claiming  to  exclude  my  friends."  This  was 
told  me  in  1790  by  the  Queen  herself,  who  added :  "  I  am  not  angry 
'^  with  Madame  de  Folignac  on  that  account.  She  is  good  at  heart 
*'  and  loves  me,  but  those  about  her  had  her  completely  under  their 
"  command." ' 

In  consequence  of  this  change  in  Madame  de  Folignac,  the 
Queen  abandoned  her  salon  for  that  of  the  Comtesse  d'Ossun, 
her  mistress  of  the  robes,  where  little  dinners  of  four  or  five 
persons  were  made  for  her,  and  she  could  sing  and  dance  with- 
out restraint.  Loud  was  the  outcry,  and  deep  the  mortification, 
of  the  deserted  coterie^  who  did  not  hesitate  to  take  revenge  by 
calmnny. 

'  They  related  with  malignity,'  says  the  Count  de  la  Marck,  *  how 
the  Queen  was  fond  of  dancing  reels  (ecossaises)  with  a  young  Lord 
Strathaven  (the  late  Marquis  of  Huntley),  at  these  little  dances.  A 
frequenter  of  the  Folignac  salon,  and  one  from  whom  more  than  aU 
were  due.  the  deepest  gratitude  and  the  utmost  respect  towards  the 
Queen,  composed  an  ill-natured  couplet  against  her,  and  this  couplet, 
founded  on  an  infamous  falsehood,  circulated  through  Faris.' 

The  Count  de  la  Marck  completely  vindicates  the  Queen 
agtdnst  the  charge  of  using  her  mfluence  in  favour  of  Austria, 
and  states  that  her  brother  Joseph  complained  bitterly  of  her 
on  that  account,  saying  that  the  conduct  of  France  was  far 
removed  from  what  he  had  a  right  to  expect  from  an  allied 
court.  In  one  of  her  letters  to  him  in  1784,  she  distinctly 
refuses  ta  carry  out  his  wishes,  and  uses  these  remarkable  words: 
^  In  a  word,  my  dear  brother,  I  am  now  French  before  being 
i  Austrian.'  The  belief,  however,  was  indelibly  fixed  in  the 
popular  mind  that  she  was  constantly  sacrificing  her  adopted  to 
her  native  country,  dJidiAutrichienne  continued  to  her  dying  day 
the  epithet  by  which  the  greatest  amount  of  popular  prejudice 
was  concentrated  ag^nst  her. 

The  well-known  aflSur  of  the  necklace  gave  full  scope  to 
malignity,  and  the  acquittal  of  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan  by  a 
narrow  majority  (twenty-six  agdnst  twenty-three)  in  the  Par- 
liament of  Paris  (May,  1786),  was  hdled  with  acclamation  as  a 
virtual  condenmation  of  the  Queen,  of  whose  entire  innocence 
there  cannot  now  be  the  shadow  of  a  doubt.  In  1787,  only 
two  years  before  the  Revolution,  her  unpopularity  was  such 
that  her  portrait,  by  Madame  Le  Brun,  was  left  out  of  the 
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^fexhibition  at  the  Louvre,  for  fear  of  its  provoking  fresh  insults. 
If,  wearied  and  saddened  by  what  she  encountered  at  every  step 
in  Paris  or  VerswUes,  she  looked  abroad  for  encouragement  or 
sympathy,  she  found  herself  equally  misunderstood,  misrepre- 
sented, and  repelled.  In  England,  where  genius  was  soon  to 
throw  a  halo  of  never-dying  lustre  round  her  name,  the  worst 
libels  were  printed  and  drculated;  and,  rightly  or  wrongly, 
conceiving  the  English  minister  to  be  bent  on  revenging  at  her 
expense  the  policy  of  which  her  marriage  was  the  pledge,  she 
avowed  that  she  never  heard  the  name  of  Pitt  without  a  cold 
shudder  running  down  her  back :  ^  Sans  que  la  petite  mort  ne  me 

*  poMse  sur  le  dosJ*  By  a  strange  concurrence  of  circumstances, 
ahnost  all  the  royal  houses  of  Europe  were  against  her,  and  she 
was  even  made  responsible  for  the  misconduct  of  her  sister,  the 
Queen  of  Naples.  The  impression  was  so  widespread  that  it 
actually  reached  Constantinople ;  and  when,  the  coming  republic 
was  announced,  the  Grand  Vizier  exclaimed,  '  Grood  I  this  re- 

*  pubHc  will  not  marry  archduchesses.'  * 

By  a  strange  fatality,  what  under  other  circumstances  would 
have  been  her  pride  and  happiness,  would  have  conciliated 
esteem  and  repelled  calumny,  was  turned  ag^nst  her.  The 
growing  uxoriousnesS'  of  the  Eang  excited  against  her  the  same 
hostile  feelings  which  the  mistresses  of  former  monarchs  had 
provoked,  and  she  was  held  responsible  for  the  disorders  of  the 
finances,  for  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  for  bad  crops  as  well 
as  bad  ministers ;  in  short,  for  everything  that  went  wrong  in 
any  quarter.  One  of  the  parliamentary  protests  addressed  to 
the  King  contidned  these  words :  *  Such  measures.  Sire,  are  not 

*  in  your  heart ;  such  examples  are  not  in  the  principles  of  your 

*  Majesty,  they  come  from  another  source ' — a  weak  paraphrase 
of  Lord  Chatham's  famous  denunciation  of  *  an  influence  behind 

*  the  throne  greater  than  the  throne  itself.'  Yet  at  this  epoch 
she  had  laid  aside  every  feminine  weakness  and  caprice,  was 
exclusively  occupied  in  private  with  her  husband  and  her 
children,  whilst  all  her  care  in  public  was  the  salvation  of  the 
State.  The  weakness  and  indecision  of  the  King  had  become 
truly  pitiable.  She  was  obliged  to  be  constantly  at  his  side 
when  any  matters  of  importance  were  discussed,  or  he  could 
form  no  resolution  at  all.  If  he  consented  to  adopt  a  prudent 
measure  or  follow  a  wise  counsel,  it  was  invariably  piecemeal  or 
too  late.  He  was  constantly  halting  between  opposite  courses. 
He  resisted  just  enough  to  take  away  the  grace  of  concession, 
and  conceded  more  than  enough  to  make  resistance  unavailing. 

*  This  mot  is  given  to  the  Turk  by  Soulavi^  but  we  suspect  it  to 
be  of  Parisian  manufacture. 
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It  has  been  sfdd  that  a  King  who  could  ride  on  horseback 
and  head  his  troops,  might  three  times  over  have  saved  monarchy 
in  France.  In  17895  1830,  and  1848,  its  best  chances  were 
certainly  forfeited  by  want  of  spirit  and  vigour  in  its  repre- 
sentatives. At  the  first  of  these  epochs  great  changes  had  be- 
come inevitable,  but  they  might  have  been  effected  without  the 
revolting  orgies  that  ensued,  if  not  without  disturbing  the  peace 
of  Europe  for  twenty  years  and  unsettling  its  socisl  organisa- 
tion to  thb  hour.  The  essential  point  was  to  enforce  order, 
and  to  prevent  or  put  down  any  open  or  direct  resort  to  violence. 
The  moment  a  mob  had  been  permitted  to  set  law  at  defiance, 
to  storm  the  palace,  to  outrage  the  sovereign  and  murder  his 
guards,  the  Bevolution  had  been  consummated  in  its  worst 
form.  The  die  was  cast  on  the  night  of  the  6th  of  October, 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  catastrophe  was  provoked  without 
being  anticipated,  strikingly  shows  how  the  Kind's  irresolution 
accelerated  his  fall  A  popular  movement  agamst  Versailles, 
with  the  view  of  bringing  the  royal  family  to  Paris,  had  been 
planned  at  the  beginning  of  September,  when  the  Court  had 
ample  warning ;  and  the  obvious  policy  of  removal  to  a  safe 
distance  was  vehemently  though  vainly  recommended  by  the 
Queen.  The  precaution  was,  however,  taken  of  ordering  an- 
other raiment  to  Yersidlles;  and  at  a  banquet  given  by.  the 
garrison  to  the  new  comers,  the  loyalty  of  the  assembled  guests 
was  excited  to  enthusiasm  by  the  unexpected  entrance  of  the 
King,  Queen,  and  Dauphin.  That  the  popular  exasperation 
was  stimulate  to  phrenzy  by  an  exaggerated  report  of  the 
scene,  is  notorious ;  but  if  the  fixed  intention  was  to  repel  force 
by  force,  they  did  right  to  show  themselves,  and  it  may  be  pre- 
sumed that  it  was  in  one  of  His  Majesty^s  transient  flashes  of 
heroism  that  he  consented  to  appear.*  But  his  courage  had 
oozed  out  before  the  time  for  action  had  arrived,  and  the  swords 
which  had  flashed  in  idle  bravado  over  the  festive  table,  were 
glued  to  the  scabbard  by  royal  imbecilitv  when  the  very  guard- 
room of  the  palace  was  filled  with  infuriated  rebels  clamouring 
for  the  Queen's  blood. 

The  eagerness  of  the  royalist  nobility,  including  the  princes 
of  the  blood,  to  provide  for  their  own  safety  by  emigration,  may 
be  accounted  for,  if  not  altogether  justified,  by  the  mistaken 
humanity  or  irresolution  of  the  King;  who  rejected  proposal 

*  Whilst  reading  Gibbon,  Louis  XYI.  came  upon  the  sentence, 
'What  matters  it  that  a  Bourbon  slumbers  on  a  throne  in  the  south?' 
He  started  up  and  exclaimed  with  vivacity, '  I  will  show  these  English 
*  that  I  am  not  asleep.'    (  fVeber^  vol  i.  p.  178.) 
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after  proposal  to  rally  round  him,  and  left  them  no  altematiye 
but  to  fly  or  to  stand  with  their  arms  folded  whilst  their  throats 
were  cut. 

In  the  transaction  with  Mirabeau,  again,  after  all  the  risk  and 
odium  had  been  incurred,  the  expected  fruits  were  lost  by  pro- 
crastination. This  curious  episode  in  the  history  of  the  Revo- 
lution has  been  fully  explained  and  placed  in  its  proper  light 
by  the  *  Correspondance '  between  Mirabeau  and  the  Count  de  la 
Marck,  to  which  we  have  frequently  referred.  The  tendency  of 
this  valnable  publication  is  certainly  to  clear  Mirabeau's  memory 
from  the  charge  of  gross  and  indiscriminate  venality.  His  con- 
duct was  at  all  events  not  more  censurable  than  that  of  Al- 
gemon  Sidney  and  the  English  patriots  of  whom  Lord  Macau- 
ly  says  that  ^they  meant  to  serve  their  country,  but  it  is 
'  impossible  to  deny  that  they  were  mean  and  indelicate  enough 
^  to  let  a  foreign  prince  pay  them  for  serving  her.'  There  is  no 
doubt  that  Mirabeau's  principles  were  monarchical ;  that  the 
utmost  he  ever  aimed  at  was  to  supersede  a  despotic  form  of 
government  by  a  constitutional  one  after  the  English  model; 
and  that  he  was  earnestly  acting  upon  his  own  convictions 
when,  in  return  for  being  freed  from  pecuniary  embarrassments, 
he  agreed  to  co-operate  with  the  Court.  M.  Thiers  speaks  of 
him  as  ^  Cet  homme  enfin  qui  fit  son  devoir  par  raison,  par 
'  g6nie,  et  non  pour  quelque  pen  d'or  jet^  k  ses  passions.'  Once 
in  the  tribune,  he  was  unable  to  resist  any  sudden  impulse  or  to 
withstand  the  temptation  of  an  oratorical  triumph,  and  on  two  or 
three  occasions,  as  in  alluding  to  the  Versailles  banquet,  he  had 
been  hurried  into  a  vehement  diatribe  against  the  Queen,  which 
made  her  averse  from  having  recourse  to  him  till  he  was  thought 
indispensable.  They  soon  began  to  understand  each  other. 
When  Dumont,  as  he  relates  in  his  ^  Souvenirs,'  objected  that  any 
fresh  plan  must  fail,  like  all  the  others,  from  want  of  firmness 
in  the  King,  ^  You  do  not  know  the  Queen,'  exclaimed  Mira- 
beau. '  She  has  a  prodigious  strength  of  mind :  she  is  a  man 
^  for  courage.'  Thw  was  before  their  interview,  which  took 
place  in  the  garden  of  St  Cloud,  July  3rd,  1790.  She  told 
Madame  Campan  that  she  opened  the  interview  with  these 
words,  *  In  the  case  of  an  ordinary  enemy,  of  a  man  who  had 
^  sworn  the  destruction  of  a  monarchv  wiUiout  appreciating  its 
'  usefulness  for  a  great  people,  I  should  be  taking  at  this  moment 
'  a  misplaced  step ;  but  when  one  speaks  to  a  Mirabeau,  &c' 
As  he  never  had  sworn  the  destruction  of  the  monarchy,  this  form 
of  words  was  not  very  happily  chosen,  but  the  impression  was 
highly  favourable,  and  on  quitting  the  Queen  he  said,  *  Madame, 
'  the  monarchy  is  saved.'    After  describing  what  had  passed  to 
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the  Gocnvl  de  k  Marok^  he  declared  that  nothing  should  stop 
him,  that  he  would  perish  rather  than  &il  in  the  redemption  of 
his  pledges.  He  devoted  all  his  energies  to  the  task,  and  fear- 
lesslj  advocated  the  right  of  the  soyermgn  to  make  war  or 
peace.  When  twitted  by  Bamave  in  the  debate  wit3i  a  pam- 
phlet hawked  about  the  streets  entitled  ^  l^e  Treason  of  Mica- 
'beau,'  and  warned  that  the  populace  were  improvising  a 
gallows  to  hang  him,  he  sprang  to  the  tribune  and  uttered  the 
memorable  phrase  of  defiance :  ^  I  have  not  now  to  learn  fcr 
^  the  first  time  that  there  is  but  one  step  from  the  Capitol  to 
^  the  Tarpeien  Bock.' 

M.  de  Lamartine  treats  Mirabeau'a  reactionary  projects  as 
absurd  and  impracticable.  M.  Thiers  thinks  that,  although  the 
revolutionary  tide  would  not  have  sdbaided  or  turned  back  at  his 
biddmg,  he  might  have  guided  and  moderated  its  oourse.  B«t 
whether  he  could  construct  as  well  as  destroy,  and  retreat  as 
well  as  advance,  must  remain  matter  of  speculation,  for  he  died, 
April  2Dd,  1791, '  carrying  with  him  to  the  tomb,'  says  MM.  de 
G-oncourt,  *more  than  his  promises,  more  than  the  hopes  of 
<  Marie  Antoinette ;  he  carried  away  the  royalist  popularity  of 
'  the  Queen.' 

The  Comte  d'Artois  and  his  party  never  fbigave  her  for  ooft- 
descending  to  parley  with  rebels,  and  in  their  angry  remon- 
strances with  her  for  not  adopting  a  more  spirited  policy,  made 
no  allowance  for  the  weakness  of  the  instrument  by  and  through 
which  she  was  to  act  ^  You  know/  dbe  writes  to  the  Coont 
de  Mercy,  in  August,  1791,  ^  the  person  (the  King)  with  whom 
^  I  have  to  deal :  at  the  very  moment  when  we  believe  him  peiv 
^suaded,  an  argument,  a  word,  makes  him  change  his  mind 
^  without  his  being  aware  of  it ;  it  is  for  this  reason,  also,  thai 
^  a  thousand  things  are  not  to  be  undertaken.'  The  King  had 
made  a  careful  study  of  the  last  days  and  trial  of  Charles  die 
First,  and  was  strongly  impressed  with  the  notion  that  the 
royal  martyr's  fate  was  owii^  to  his  having  sanctioned  civil 
war,  atnd  shed,  or  caused  to  be  shed,  the  blood  of  his  subjeds. 
fVom  personal  fear,  therefore,  as  well  as  from  mildness  of  £s- 
position,  Lfouis  could  never  be  induced  to  resort  to  force  even 
to  repel  force ;  and  his  constant  aim  was  to  disarm  his  enemies 
by  good  intentions  and  good  faith.  It  may  be  collected  from 
the  Queen's  voluminoas  correspondence  that,  finding  nothing 
else  possible,  she  encouraged  and  cheered  him  along  die  only  patn 
he  was  able  or  willing  to  tread  with  any  semblance  of  dignity* 
Accordingly  she  counselled  him  to  accept  and  abide  by  the 
Constitution,  and  writes  thus  to  justify  herself: — ^liooking  at 
^  our  position,  it  is  impossihle  for  the  King  to  refiise;  beiicsfo  me 
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^  Ikat  tills  matt  be  true,  since  I  say  it.  Yon  know  my  cha- 
^  racter  enongk  to  befieve  tkat  it  would  lead  me  by  preference 
^  to  Bometiiing  noble  and  full  of  courage.*  When  she  was  driven 
to  eKtremity^  when  authority  was  no  kmger  upheld  in  any 
tpnrter  and  a  state  of  anardby  was  at  hand,  she  hazarded  the 
suggestion  that  an  appeal  from  the  Bovereigns  of  Europe,  backed 
by  an  army  on  the  frontier,  might  baye  the  effect  of  bringing 
the  nation  to  its  senses ;  but  the  general  tendency  of  her  letters 
IB  to  d^recate  foreign  int^erence,  and  an  emigrant  invasion  is 
her  unoeasing  object  of  alarm,  as  sure  to  aggravate  the  dangers 
and  dxflSculties  of  her  situation. 

The  duef  feature  in  Mirabeau's  plans  was  the  removal  of  the 
Court  to  a  safe  distance  from  Paris.  This  was  sound  advice, 
and^  jyie  most  other  sound  advice,  was  not  acted  upon  till  too 
kite.  We  suspect,  however,  that  the  King's  consent  to  the 
nnlaeky  expedition  which  terminated  at  Yarennes,  was  extorted 
bgr  the  daily  insults  and  mortifications  to  which  he  was  exposed 
at  Paris,  ratii^  than  proaipted  by  any  spirited  and  enlightened 
oonfiideraticm  of  policy*  These  Imd  been  such  as  fully  to  acquit 
kim  of  the  popular  imputation  of  bad  faith*  The  royal  party, 
as  is  well  known^  were  recognised  and  stopped  at  Varennes  by 
the  populace  until  they  were  overtaken  by  the  deputies  of  the 
Assambly ;  but  they  might  easily  have  forced  their  way  through 
the  town,  and  the  Queen  threw  the  chief  blame  of  the  failure 
on  M.  Groguelot  who,  instead  of  charging  at  onoe  with  his  hnssarsj 
waited  for  orders  from  the  Eong,  who  was  sure  to  yield  without 
a  blow.  During  the  return  to  Paris,  the  deputies,  Bamave  and 
Potion,  occupied  places  in  the  royal  carriage,  and  Bamave  was  so 
fiiscinated  by  the  combined  dignity  and  sweetness  of  the  Queen's 
manner  as  to  become  thenceforward  one  of  the  warmest  of  her 
partisans.  As  they  were  passing  through  a  village  the  curate, 
who  had  ap|»'oached  the  carriagewith  the  intention  of  addressing 
the  King,  was  assailed  and  thrown  to  the  ground  by  the  by- 
standers, when  Bamave  exclaimed,  ^  Tigers,  have  you  ceased  to 

*  be  Frenchmen  ?  Nation  of  brave  men,  have  you  become  a  peo- 
^  pie  of  assassins  ? '  This  incident  conciliated  the  royal  party. 
When  the  Queen  inquired  to  what  means  he  would  advise  her 
to  have  recourse,  he  replied,  *  Popularity,  Madame.'     ^  And  how 

*  could  I  have  it  ? '  she  rejoined,  *  it  has  been  taken  from  me.' 
^  Ah  I  Madame,  it  would  be  much  easier  for  you  to  regain  it 
'  than  it  was  for  me  to  gain  it.' 

Bamave  now  took  tibe  place  of  Mirabeau  as  secret  adviser 
of  the  Court,  and  induced  his  friends,  Duport  and  the  Lameths, 
to  co-operate  with  him  in  strengthening  the  executive.  These, 
the  chiefs  of  the  Feuillants,  are  thus  described  by  M.  Thiers ; 
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'Duport  thought,  Barnave  spoke,  the  Lameths  executed.* 
They  expected  great  things  from  the  acceptance  of  the  Con- 
stitution, pure  and  simple,  which  they  strongly  advocated; 
but  the  Queen  had  an  intuitive  conviction  that  all  was  over, 
and  exclaimed,   *  These  people  do  not  wish  for  sovereigns. 

*  They  are  demolishing  the  monarchy  stone  by  stone.'  During 
the  fetes  in  celebration  of  the  acceptance,  the  King  and  Qu^n 
went  to  each  of  the  three  principal  theatres,  the  ^Fran^ws,* 
the  *  Opera,*  and  the  *  Italiens.'  Mademoiselle  Contat,  the 
popular  actress,  was  much  admired  in  ^La  Coquette  Corrigfe/ 
and  this    play  had    been    selected    for   performance  at    the 

*  Fran9ais,'  with  exclusive  reference  to  her.  The  probable  appli- 
cation was  obvious,  and  Madame  Campan  summoned  up  courage 
to  mention  it  to  the  Queen,  who  ordered  ^La  Gouvernante* 
instead.  A  good  deal  of  care  having  been  taken  to  pack  the 
audience,  she  was  warmly  applauded ;  but  at  the  ^  Italiens '  a 
fierce  contest  ensued  between  the  boxes  and  part  of  the  pit. 
The  piece  was  *Les  fivSnements  Impr^vus,'  by  Gr^try,  and 
Madame  Dugazon,  on  coming  to  the  words,  *  Ak,  comme  fcdme 

*  ma  maitressey  turned  towards  the  Queen.  Immediately  a  shout 
was  raised  from  the  pit  of  ^  Pas  de  mattresses  plus  de  maitre! 

*  libertiP  whilst  the  boxes  and.  balcony  replied  with  '  Vive  la 
^  Reine  I  Vive  le  Hoi  I  vivent  i  jamais  le  Roi  et  la  Reine  I '  The 
pit  being  divided  between  the  factions,  a  battle  ensued,  in  which 
the  Jacobins  had  the  worst  of  it.  The  guard  was  called  in,  and 
the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine,  rising  in  tumult,  threatened  to  take 
part  in  the  fray.  This  was  the  last  time  the  Queen  ever  entered 
a  theatre.* 

Bamave's  plans  and  counsels  were  no  better  followed  than 
Mirabeau's ;  and  finding  that  he  was  compromising  himself  use- 
lessly, he  communicated  to  the  Queen  his  determination  to  quit 
Paris,  and  requested  a  parting  interview,  which  was  granted. 
After  dweUing  on  the  services  he  had  vainly  laboured  to  render 
her,  he  stated  that  his  known  devotion  to  her  interests  would 
cost  him  his  life  if  he  did  not  seek  safety  in  flight,  and  as  his 
sole  recompense  he  entreated  to  be  allowed  to  kiss  her  hand« 
She  gave  it  to  him  with  her  eyes  bathed  in  tears,  and  he  left 
Paris;  but  in  the  course  of  the  same  year,  1792,  he  was  arrested 
at  Grenoble.     His  dealings  with  the  Court  having  been  clearly 

*  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  a  royalist  lady,  struck  by  an  apple, 
picked  it  up  and  sent  it  to  La  Fayette,  with  a  note,  saying,  that  as 
it  was  the  only  fruit  of  the  Revolution  she  had  yet  seen  or  felt,  she 
thought  him  entitled  to  it. 
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proved^  he  was  guillotined  on  the  22nd  October,  1793,  his  last 
words  being,  'Behold  then  the  price  of  all  I  have  done  for 

*  liberty/  His  new-bom  zeal  for  monarchy  was  popalarly  attri- 
buted to  a  romantic  passion  conceived  during  the  return  from 
Yarennes.  Nor  was  this  the  only  instance  of  sudden  conversion 
or  heroic  self-sacrifice  for  which  meaner  motives  were  thought 
insufficient  to  account.  'No  sooner/  says  Madame  Campan, 
'  had  the  most  furious  Jacobins  occasion  to  be  near  the  Queen, 
*to  speak  to  her,  to  hear  her  voice,  than  they  became  her  most 
'zealous  partisans,  and  even  in  the  prison  of  die  Temple,  several 
'  of  those  who  had  helped  to  drag  her  there,  died  for  having 

*  tried  to  liberate  her.'  Like  the  ill-fated  Qheen  of  Scots  gazing 
on  the  dying  Douglas,  she  might  have  exclaimed  more  than 
once,  '  Look  there,  and  tell  me  if  she  who  ruins  all  who  love 
'  her,  ought  to  fly  a  foot  further  to  save  her  wretched  life.' 

On  the  evening  of  the  terrible  20th  of  June,  when  the  Queen 
was  calling  on  the  deputies  of  the  Assembly  to  mark  the  signs 
of  popular  outrage  in  the  Tuileries,  the  sole  remaining  asylum 
of  royalty.  Merlin  de  Thionville  was  melted  to  tears.  '  You 
'weep,  M.  Merlin,'  she  continued,  'to  see  the  IBang  and  his 
^family  so  cruelly  treated  by  a  people  whom  he  has  always 
'  wished  to  make  happy.'  '  It  is  true,  Madame,'  replied  Meriin, 
'  that  I  weep  over  the  misfortunes  of  a  woman,  beautiful,  tender- 
'  hearted,  and  the  mother  of  a  family ;  but  do  not  deceive  your- 

*  self,  not  one  of  my  tears  is  shed  for  the  King  or  the  Queen.  I 
'  hate  kings  and  queens.  It  is  the  only  sentiment  they  inspire  in 
'  me-,  it  is  my  religion.'  Possibly  Sir  Walter  Scott  had  this  very 
passage  in  his  mind  when  (in  '  The  Abbot ')  he  described  Lind- 
say as  moved  by  a  similar  impulse,  and  saying  as  he  knelt  to 
Mary  Stuart,  *  Lady,  thou  art  a  noble  creature,  even  though  thou 
'  hast  abused  God's  choicest  gifts.  I  pay  that  devotion  to  thy 
'  manliness  of  spirit  which  I  would  not  have  paid  to  the  power 

*  thou  hast  long  undeservedly  wielded.    I  kneel  to  Mary  Stuart 

*  not  to  the  queen.' 

Even  with  her  own  sex,  the  fascination  of  Marie  Antoinette's 
manner  was  irresistible.  On  the  morning  of  the  same  day,  a 
part  of  the  invading  mob  consisted  of  the  lowest  class  of  women, 
one  of  whom  carried  a  gibbet  to  which  was  suspended  a  figure 
labeUed,  '  Marie  Antoinette^  h  la  lanteme.*  Another,  a  bullock's 
heart,  labelled,  '  CoBur  de  Louis  Seize.^  A  third,  the  horns  of 
the  same  animal  with  tfti  obscene  inscription.  One  of  the  most 
aavi^  of  them  paused  to  vent  imprecations  on  the  Queen,  who 
ask^  if  she  had  ever  done  her  any  personal  injury.     '  No ;  but 

*  it  is  you  who  cause  the  misery  of  the  nation.'  '  You  have  been 
'  toU  so,'  replied  the  Queen ;  *  you  have  been  deceived.     Wife 
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'  of  &  king  of  France,  mother  of  the  Dauphin,  I  shall  never  see 
'  my  native  country  more.     I  can  only  be  happy  or  miserable  in 

*  France.     I  was  happy  when  you  loved  me.'     The  termagant 
burst  into  tears,  begged  pardon,  and  exclaimed,  ^It  is  all  because 

*  I  did  not  know  you.     I  see  that  you  are  good.' 

During  the  enforced  and  harassing  journey  from  YereaiUes  to 
Paris  on  the  6th  of  October,  the  women  who  approached  die 
carriage  to  insult  her,  ended  by  shouting  *  Vive  la  Beine  /'  — 

^  I  rose  with  purpose  dread 
To  speak  my  curse  upon  thy  head  ; 
O'ermastered  yet  by  high  behest, 
I  bless  thee,  and  thou  shalt  be  blest.' 

The  details  of  Marie  Antoinette's  prison  life  are  too  wA 
known  to  require  recapitulation.  It  fills  the  darkest  page  of 
French  history.  The  manner  in  which  her  feelings  as  a  mother, 
and  her  d^icacy  as  a  woman,  were  systematicidly  outraged, 
reflects  indelible  diisgraoe  on  the  people  that  could  tolerate  it  iat 
their  most  excited  nK>ods ;  and  human  nature  had  reached  its 
lowest  point  of  d^radation  when  they  assembled  in  crowds  to 
hoot  and  insult  her  on  her  way  to  the  scaffold.  The  late  Lord 
Holland  states,  in  his  '  F(»reign  Remiuisc^Mses^'  that  she  was 
insensible.  This  is  one  of  the  groundless  statements  circulated 
to  diminish  our  admiration  of  ho:  heroism  and  our  horror  of  her 
persecutors*  Her  finnness  of  mind  on  the  nM>niing  of  the  htai 
day  (Oct.  16.  1793)  is  sufficiently  attested  by  her  letter  (dated 
4i  A.  M.)  to  Madame  Elisabeth,  which,  though  obviously 
brought  to  an  abrupt  tennination,  breathes  the  genuine  9fmi 
of  &uth,  hope,  and  charity,  in  unison  with  matem^  and  mstedf 
love.  After  confiding  it  to  the  turnkey  (who  ddivered  it  to 
Fouquier),  she  called  for  food,  lest  faintness  should  be  mistaken 
fOT  fear.  After  eating  the  wing  of  a  chicken,  she  dumged  her 
Mnen,  threw  herself  dressed  upon  a  bed,  wrapped  her  feet  in  a 
blanket  (procured  with  difficulty),  and  fell  asleep.  She  was 
awakened  by  a  priest  named  Ginurd,  of  whose  ministry,  from  a 
suapieioa  of  his  quality,  die  declined  to  avail  herself.  On  his 
adding  if  she  widied  him  to  accompany  her,  she  quietly  replied, 
^  C^mrue  vous  votuirezJ 

Sanson,  the  executioner,  arrived  at  seven.  ^  You  are  earlji, 
^  Sir,'  remarked  the  Queen;  '  could  you  not  have  come  later?' 
*  No,  Madame,  I  was  ordered  to  come.'  'The  Queen  had  already 
cat  her  hair,  and  no  preparations  were  needed.  She  break* 
fiisted  on  a  cup  of  chocoliUe  brought  from  a  neighbouring  m^ 
and  a  very  small  roll.  She  was  then  taken  to  the  nqpstry, 
inhere  her  handa  were  tied.     She  was  hdped  into  the  oart 
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by  Sanson^  and  the  priest  took  his  place  by  her  side.  The 
progress  through  the  streets  was  retarded  that  she  might  taste 
long  of  death  —  *  baire  hngtemps  la  morV  More  than  once 
she  indicated  by  a  gesture  to  the  priest  that  the  cords  gave 
ber  pain.  Opposite  the  Palais  Egalit^,  the  inscription  over 
the  gate  caught  her  attention.  Before  Saint  JEloch  there 
was  a  halt,  and  a  torrent  of  abumve  epithets  bur«t  from 
the  spectators  on  the  steps.  At  the  passage  of  the  Jacobins 
ske  l^mt  towards  Girard  and  questioned  him  as  to  the  inscrip- 
tioD,  ^AUUer  darmeB  ripMkainet  pavr  foudrvper  le§  tyrans.^ 
By  way  of  reply,  he  hdd  up  a  little  ivory  Christ  At  the  same 
instant  the  player  Grammont,  who  had  kept  close  to  the  cart 
€81  borsebaek,  stood  up  in  bis  stirrups,  waved  his  sword,  and 
taming  towards  the  Queen,  shouted  to  the  mob,  ^La  vaild,  fni- 
fame  Antoinette  I  JElIe  est ,  mes  amis.^  It  was  mid- 
day when  the  cart  reached  its  destination.  On  kaving  it,  she 
turned  her  eyes  with  evident  emotion  in  the  direction  of 
ike  Tuileries,  then  mounted  the  scaffold,  and  met  her  &te  with 
calmnesg.  Her  head  was  exhibited  to  the  pubfic  gaze  by  Saasoo, 
whilst  under  the  guillotine  the  gendarme  Mingoult  was  dippiw 
bis  handkerchief  in  her  Uood.  ^  That  same  evening,.'  add  Ml£ 
de  Goncourt,  ^a  man  whose  day's  work  was  done  made  out 
'this  bill  of  charges,  wkick  history  cannot  touch  without  a 
'ahadderr'  — 

'  Aecoant  of  money  paid  and  interments  executed  by  Jolj,  grave- 
digger  of  the  Madeleine  de  la  Yille  I'Evequa,  for  the  persons  put  to 
death  bj  the  judgment  of  the  aforesaid  tribunal :  — 

livres. 


€ 


The  Widow  Capet. —For  the  bier    -        •        .        -      6 
Ww  the  grave  and  the  grave-diggers  -        .        -    25.' 

We  can  suggest  no  moral,  emotion,  or  reflection  that  will  not 
arise  spontaneously  in  the  heart  and  mind  of  every  reader  en- 
dowed with  thought  and  feeling,  on  the  bare  perusal  of  this 
document. 
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Aet.  VII.  —  Remains  of  a  very  Antieiit  Recension  of  the  Four 
Gospels  in  Syriacy  hitherto  unknown  in  Europe,  Discovered, 
edited,  and  translated  by  William  Cubbton^  D.D.,  P.R.S., 
&c.  &C.     London:  1858. 

T}t  the  publication  of  this  volume  Dr.  Cureton  has  rendered 
great  service  to  sacred  literature  in  general,  and  to  the  de- 
partment of  biblical  criticism  in  particular ;  and  that,  too,  at  a 
time  when  such  contributions  are  peculiarly  opportune.  In 
describing  this  work,  and  the  MS.  from  which  it  has  been 
edited,  we  shall  be  able,  we  believe,  to  give  full  proof  of  both 
these  positions. 

At  the  time  when  the  literary  treasures  in  Syriac  from  the 
Nitrian  monasteries  were  brought  in  successive  portions  to  this 
country,  and,  rescued  from  the  obscurity  of  the  desert,  were 
more  worthily  deposited  in  the  British  Museum,  it  was  well 
that  they  should  have  passed  under  the  eye  of  a  scholar  such  as 
Dr.  Cureton.  His  edition  of  three  Ignatian  epistles  was  the  first 
fruit  which  he  gathered  from  that  field  of  research,  out  of  which 
the  present  volume  has  sprung.  If  the  one  was  an  important 
contribution  to  patristic  studies,  leading  to  many  points  of  in- 
teresting inquiry,  the  other  is  at  least  as  valuable  to  scholars 
engaged  in  researches  respecting  the  early  history  of  the  books 
of  the  New  Testament,  the  canon,  and  the  early  diffusion  of 
the  collected  Gospels;  and  especially  so  to  those  who  value 
textual  criticism,  and  who  therefore  wish  to  use  all  the  autho- 
rities which  are  worthy  of  particular  attention. 

A  Syriac  version  of  the  greater  part  of  the  New  Testament 
was  printed  as  early  as  1555 ;  it  was  very  soon  used  to  a  certain 
extent  as  an  authority  in  sacred  criticism ;  but  in  that  day,  and 
for  a  considerable  period  afterwards",  textual  criticism  itself  was 
but  little  underotood,  and  hardly  any  one  seems  to  have  thought 
of  using  any  authorities  in  such  a  manner  as  to  weigh  their 
Xesiimonj  throughout.  This  was  long  the  only  printed  text  of 
the  Syriac  New  Testament ;  for  although  Pococke,  in  1630, 
showed  that  he  knew  (out  of  Dionysius  Bar  Salibi)  of  a  version 
by  Thomas  of  Harkel*,  yet  it  was  not  till  the  latter  part  of  the 
last  century,  and  the  beginning  of  the  present  (1778-1803),  that 

*  More  (as  we  shall  show)  might  have  been  learned  from  this 
Dionysius  ;  for  he  mentions  a  version,  yet  extant  in  his  day,  of  the 
Grospel  of  St.  Matthew  in  Syriac  made  from  the  Hebrew. 
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a  TeTsion  was  edited  by  White  from  the  MSS.  of  Gloucester 
Ridley,  under  the  name  of  the  Philoxenian,  but  which  appears 
to  be  that  of  Philoxenus  revised  by  Thomas. 

In  comparing  this  Harclean  recension  of  the  Philoxenian 
Syriac  with  Greek  MSS.  and  other  early  authorities^  it  presents 
just  the  kind  of  phenomena  which  would  have  been  expected^ 
if  we  had  only  known  the  history  of  its  origin,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  sixth  century,  and  its  subsequent  revision  (as 
noted  in  the  margin  of  the  copies)  with  Greek  MSS.  of  another 
character  at  Alexandria.  It  is  a  valuable  monument  of  the 
age  in  which  it  was  executed,  corroborating  what  we  should 
otherwise  have  concluded  to  be  the  state  of  the  Greek  Text  in 
Syria  and  in  Egypt  But  when  the  examination  for  com- 
parative purposes  was  extended  to  the  older  printed  Syriac, 
commonly  called  the  Peshito,  special  difEcuHies  presented  them- 
selves; for  if  it  is  an  admitted  fact  that  in  the  second  century 
the  Syrians  had  a  version  in  their  own  language  (and  the  testi- 
mony which  supports  this  opinion  appears  to  be  quite  conclusive)*, 
and  if  this  were  supposed  to  be  identical  with  the^lder  Syriac 
version  in  common  use,  then  the  character  of  the  text  found  in 
it  seemed  scarcely  reconcilable  with  such  a  judgment.  For  in  so 
many  places  it  accords  so  thoroughly  with  later  Greek  MSS., 
and  with  other  authorities  subsequent  to  the  early  part  of  the 
third  century,  that  it  seemed  difficult  to  identify  it  with  a 
document  which  had  originated  in  or,  before  the  second ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  many  of  its  readings  were  manifestly  drawn 
from  sources  older  than  what  has  been  termed  the  transition 
state  of  the  Greek  Text ;  that  is,  the  state  into  which  it  passed 
when  the  multiplication  of  copies  by  mere  transcribers  for  sale, 
and  other  causes,  had  led  to  the  formation  of  a  text  replete  with 
modifications,  such  as  the  endeavour  to  bring  parallel  passages 
into  verbal  agreement,  and  slight  changes  and  amplifications 
such  as  would  naturally  flow  from  the  pen  of  a  mere  copyist. 
In  this  state  of  the  inquiry  it  is  only  to  be  expected  that 
judgments  respecting  the  Peshito  of  a  very  contradictory  kind 
would  be  expressed  by  dififerent  writers,  oome  have  especially 
valued  it  for  the  ancient  readings  which  are  interwoven  with  its 
text ;  while  others  have  upheld  its  character  as  a  witness  in 

*  The  testimony  of  Eusebius  {H,  E,  iv.  22.)  that  such  a  version 
was  used  in  that  age  by  Hegesippus,  may  suffice  as  a  reference 
proving  the  fact.  How  much  before  the  middle  of  the  second  century 
any  such  version  existed  we  have  no  evidence ;  probabilities  will, 
however,  guide  us  to  the  time  when  the  reading  of  the  New  Testament 
books  was  adopted  habitually  in  all  Christian  churches. 
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firrtnur  of  those  wfakih  accord  with  the  later  Greek  MSS. ;  whidi 
tliiu^  as  they  thought,  were  sustained  by  a  witness  of  the  seoond 
century.  Others,  indeed,  have  oeodemned  it,  as  though  its 
value  were  but  slight,  on  the  same  mistaken  ground  which 
caused  Wetatein  to  disparage  the  older  Greek  MSS.  in  genera]^ 
and  which  so  far  misled  Bishop  Middleton  in  his  estimate  of  the 
Codex  Bezae. 

The  truest  estimate  which  had  been  formed  of  the  Peahito 
T^^ion  was  that-  of  Griesbach.*  He  rightly  saw  the  demeBte 
of  eariy  antiquity  in  it;  but  he  consid^ed  that  it  had  been 
re-wrought  from  time  to  time,  so  as  to  bring  it  into  a  partial 
acccrdance  with  the  Greek  Text  in  its  transition  state.  This 
opinion  was  fiilly  aoquiesced  in  by  some  who  were  most  cem- 
petent  to  form  a  jndgm^ent.  It  upheld  the  value  of  the  v^nioaB, 
and  also  the  antiquity  of  itis  text  in  Tery  many  particulars; 
it  met  the  <£fficulty  which  was  presented  in  the  contrary  phe- 
Bomena.  It  is  true  that  those  who  upheld  this  opinion  weoe 
open  to  the  dunrge  of  inconsistency  in  their  use  c^  the  version; 
hot  this  charge  is  brought  by  the  incompetent  and  umnformad 
against  all  who  use  true  discrimination  in  tiM  implication  of 
evidence. 

But  if  tiie  Pesiuto  was  indeed  a  verrion  whidbi  had  been,  thus 
revised,  might  it  not  be  possible  to  discover  copies  whidi  con- 
tained only  the  original  form  of  the  translation  ?  This  led  t^ 
the  examination  of  various  MSB. ;  but  although  results  were 
obtained  of  axne  value  in  editing  the  Peshito  with  more  aooo- 
raey,  and  though  it  was  found  how  habitually  the  Syrian  copy- 
ists modernised  grannnatical  forms,  it  seemed  as  if  research 
were  vain  as  to  any  discovery  of  an  earlier  form  of  text,  or  of 
any  9yriac  version  the  readings  of  which  would  not  contradict 

*  Griesbach  speaks  thus,  having  reference  in  his  phraseology  to 
his  own  system  of  recensionSy  the  facts,  however,  not  being  affected 
by  this:   ^Nulli  harnm  recensionum  Syriaca  versio,  prout  qoidem 

*  typis  ezcusa  est,  similis,  vemm  nee  nlli  prorsus  diaBimlHs  esL,  In 
*'  moltis  concinit  cum  Alexamdriana  reeensione,  in  ploribus  cum  Oe- 
^  eidentali,  in  nonnullis  etiaan  cum  Constantinopolitana,  ita  tamen  ot 
'  que  in  banc  posterioribus  demum  secolis  invecta  sont^  pleraque  re- 
«  pudiet.  Diversis  ergo  temporibus  ad  Graecos  codices  plane  diversos 
'  iterum  iternmque  recognita  esse  videtur/  To  this  he  subjoins  the 
note :  '  Ulustrari  hoc  potest  codicmn  nonnullorum  Latinorum  exemplo, 

*  qui  priscam  quidem  versionem  ad  Oeeidentalem  reeensionem  accom- 
<  modatam,  representamt,  sed  passim  ad  juniores  libros  Graces  ra- 

*  iotam*    Ex  hoe  genere  est  Brixianus  Codex  Latinus,  qui  non  ran) 

*  a  Grreeo-Latinis  et  vetustbribue  Latinis  enmibvs  sdiis  discedit^  st 

*  in  GraBcoruB  partes  transit.'    {Nov.  Tut.  Prokff.  bcxv.) 
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the  iKkiioB  of  idmdify  wMi  a  venimi  ezecnted  before  tiie  middle 
of  the  second  century. 

Such  was  the  state  of  this  question,  anah^ous  in  a  great 
degree  to  that  respecting  the  Ignatian  Epistles,  when  the 
ariiyal  of  the  MSS.*  from  the  Nitrian  monasteries  threw  a  light 
in<»e  desired  than  expected  both  on  the  one  subject  and  the 
other. 

Amongst  the  MSS.  obtained  by  Archdeacon  Tattam,  in  1842, 
w«s  a  copy  of  the  fonr  Gospels  made  up  from  the  portions  of 
aeveial  others.  This  consolidation  is  stated  in  a  note  at  the 
flttd  of  the  vdnme  to  have  taken  place  in  the  year  of  the  Greeks 
1633  f  A.D.  1221),  when  the  books  belonging  to  the  convent  of 
Sta  Maria  Deipara  were  repaired.  One  portion  of  the  combined 
Tolume  in  question  was  found  to  contain  a  text  differing  conr 
siderably  from  any  known  Syriac  version,  and  on  that  account 
alone  it  would  have  been  distinguishable  from  the  leaves  with 
which  it  had  been  intermixed,  e^en  if  the  vellum  and  the 
writing  had  not  been  different.  This  portion,  consisting  of 
ei^ty  folios,  has  now  been  separated  from  the  other  leaves 
with  which  it  had  been  blended,  and  these,  with  the  addition 
fiS  one  leaf  discovered  by  Dr.  Cureton  in  the  binding  of  another 
volnme,  which  arrived  at  the  same  time,  and  one  and  a  half 
obtain^  from  M .  Pacho  in  1847,  constitute  the  text  of  the 
present  volume.*  All  the  rest  contained  in  the  combined  volume 
had  been  taken  from  MSS.  of  the  Peshito,  which  had  only  been 
vna^  to  these  learves  of  so  mudi  greater  importance  by  the 
repairer,  in  order  that  be  might  produce  a  complete  volume. 

Of  the  history  of  this  varsion,  or  at  least  of  part  of  it,  some- 
tliB^  might  have  been  known  besides  that  which  mskj  be 
gathered  from  its  contents ;  but  though  this  might  have  b^n 
Ae  case,  so  little  attention  had  been  directed  to  the  statement 
of  Bar  Salibi,  who  seems  to  mention  it,  that  the  new  discovery 
had  to  be  examined  by  the  finder  as  something  previously  un- 
known and  unidentified,  and  in  these  circumstances  the  text 
of  the  MS.  had  to  speak  for  itsel£  On  the  first  folio,  the  name 
of  a  former  possessor  i^)pears  in  an  ancient  hand,  for  there  is 
reeorded  that  the  book  belonged  to  the  monk  Habibaiy  and 
tint  it  was  given  by  him  to  the  monastery  in  which  it  had  been 
deposited  so  long  before  it  was  transmitted  to  our  shores.  The 
pages  of  the  MS.  are  divided  into  two  columns,  and  the  writing 

*  These  eighty-t^ro  leaves  tmi.  a  half  contain  Matt  L 1., — ^yiii.  22., 
X.  82., — xxiii.  26.,  Hark  xvi.  17 — 20^  John  i.  1 — 42.,  iiL  6., — vii. 
a7.,xiv,  10— 2a  (in  part),  Idike  iL4a.,— 4n.  16L,  vii.  33.,— xv.  2L, 
xvii. — ^24.,  xxiT.  44. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


172  Dr.  Cureton's  Syriac  GospeU.  July, 

is  large  and  bold.  Dr.  Cureton  thus  states  his  judgment  as  to 
its  age,  and  speaks  of  the  manner  in  which  its  peculiaritieB 
attracted  his  attention :  — 

'I  have  no  doubt  that   this  copj  of  the  Grospels  is  of  the  fiflth 
century — probably  transcribed  about  the  middle  of  it.    When  it  first 
came  into  my  hands,  I  laid  it  aside  among  the  other  earliest  MSS.  of 
the  Gospels,  without  further  examination  at  that  time ;  concluding, 
from  its  external  marks  of  antiquity,  that  it  mpst  have  been  written 
at  a  period  even  more  remote  than  the  time  of  Philoxenus,  and  that 
it  could  not  therefore  be  other  than  an  early  copy  of  the  Feshito. 
The  next  time  I  took  it  up,  I  was  struck  by  observing  that  seyeral 
erasures  had  been  made  in  the  fifth  and  seventh  chapters  of  the 
Gospel  of  St.  Matthew,  and  other  words  supplied.     This  led  me  to 
examine  the  matter  more  closely,  when  I  ascertained  that  this  had 
been  done  with  regard  to  words  and  passages  which  had  differed 
from  the  text  of  the  Peshito ;  they  had  been  erased,  and  others  from' 
the  Feshito  had  been  supplied.    A  little  further  examination  showed 
that  the  text  before  me  was  very  different  from  that  of  the  Feshito^ 
and  indeed  belonged  to  a  recension  of  the  Gospels  in  Syriac  hitherto 
altogether  unknown  in  Europe. 

'  The  first  cursory  reading  of  these  remnants  of  the  Gospels,  which, 
beyond  all  question,  are  of  very  high  antiquity,  convinced  me  of  the 
great  importance  of  this  recension  for  the  critical  arrangement  of  the 
text  of  the  Gospels^  as  being  one  of  the  earliest  testimonies  extant ; 
and  all  my  subsequent  study  of  them  has  tended  to  confirm  this 
opinion.'     (J^^f*  p«  iv.) 

Dr.  Cureton  then  goes  on  to  speak  of  the  determination 
that  he  formed  to  publish  the  remains  of  this,  ancient  text, 
together  with  an  English  translation,  and  such  notes  as  should 
show  the  connexion  of  this  Syriac  version  with  the  other 
aij^horities  of  Yery  high  antiquity.*  He  also  mentions  that 
other  subjects  of  interesting  inquiry  arose^  the  full  discussion 
of  which,  however,  is  deferred  for  the  present. 

*  Through  Dr.  Cureton's  kindness  scholars  were  enabled  to  use 
the  printed  sheets  of  this  version  some  years  before  it  was  published. 
It  was  thus  noticed  nine  years  ago  by  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Blakesley  in 
his  Cambridge  'Frselectio: ' — 'Hsbc  versio  a  Y.  D.  Cureton  judice 
^  harum  rerum  exercitatissimo,  ita  aestimari  dicitur,  ut  ceteris  omnibus 
'quotquot  usque  hodie  innotuerunt,  anteferendam  ducat.'  (P.  20.) 
Professor  Tischendorf,  in  his  recently  completed  edition  of  the  Greek 
New  Testament,  calls  this  version,  which  Dr.  Cureton's  kindness  en- 
abled him  to  use,  *  magnum  decus  editioni  nostne'  (p.  xix.),  and  he 
speaks  of  it  elsewhere  as  the  most  important  of  the  Syriac  witnesses 
(p.  ccxxxi.).  Dr.  Cureton  also  communicated  the  printed  sheets  con- 
taining  the  Syriac  text  to  Dr.  Tregelles,  who  thus  used  them  in  the 
criticid  apparatus  of  his  partially  issued  Greek  Testament. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1859.  Dr,  Coreton's  Syriac  Gospels.  173 

One  of  the  meet  important  questions  which  can  now  be  con- 
sadered  in  connexion  with  any  ancient  version  or  recension  of 
a  version  of  the  New  Testament  Scriptures,  is  the  bearing 
which  it  has  on  textual  criticism.  There  was  a  time  when  each 
particular  authority^  whether  manuscript  or  version,  had  to  be 
considered  as  a  kind  of  individual  phenomenon ;  as  such,  each 
was  then  discussed  by  scholars,  and  thus  it  was  that  their 
mutual  relations  were  at  length  established,  and  their  united 
Talue  as  witnesses  was  brought  to  light  Thus  it  was  often 
found  that  a  document  which  bad  formerly  been  specially 
noticed  because  of  certain  peculiarities,  possessed  a  value  pre- 
▼iously  unknown.  It  was  established,  for  instance,  that  the 
Codei  Bez8S,  which  some  in  the  last  century,  and  earlier  part 
of  this,  contemned  altogether  because  of  its  interpolations,  as 
though  it  were  wholly  a  corrupted  document,  is  really  one  of 
the  very  best  witnesses  of  the  text  of  Holy  Scripture,  as  read 
in  the  early  centuries  of  the  Christian  Church.  Past  investi- 
gations have  thus  paved  the  way  for  enabling  us  to  discriminate 
as  to  the  character  of  any  newly  found  document  which  may 
be  presented  to  our  attention,  whether  it  be  ancient  MS.  or 
ancient  version. 

These  principles  we  now  propose  to  apply  to  Dr.  Cureton's 
edition  of  the  Syriac  Gospels,  that  thus  it  may  be  seen  that 
the  value  of  this  recension  or  version  is  not  something  arbi- 
trarily assumed  by  the  learned  editor  (though  we  know 
that  his  firmly  expressed  judgment  on  such  a  point  would 
weigh  much  in  the  estimate  of  competent  scholars),  that  it  is 
not  a  mere  vague  opinion  of  any  who  may  have  made  some 
slight  use  of  the  version  itself,  but  that  it  is  a  point  capable  of 
actual  demonstration,  —  one  which  may,  on  simple  and  correct 
principles  of  evidence,  be  made  very  plain  to  any  who  may  be 
possessed  of  ordinary  intelligence  and  attention,  even  though 
tiie  mode  of  investigation,  and  its  application  to  such  a  subject, 
may  be  wholly  new. 

If  we  know  from  express  early  testimony  that  any  particular 
reading  was  in  general  use  in  the  copies  of  the  New  Testament 
then  in  circulation  in  the  churches, — if  we  can  thus  be  sure  that 
such  readings  were  not  any  mere  local  peculiarities,  or  confined 
to  the  copy  which  was  possessed  by  some  individual  Father, — 
then  we  have  one  ascertained  fac{  which  may  be  applied  to  future 
investigation.  If  we  have  many  such  facts,  and  if  we  then 
apply  them  to  the  existing  copies  of  the  New  Testament  in 
Greek,  and  to  the  ancient  versions  which  have  come  down  to  us 
in  the  languages  of  the  early  Churches,  we  are  able  to  discrimi- 
nate between  those  documents  which  contain  an  unquestionably 
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ancient  text,  and  tfaose  of  a  more  modem  obaraeter.  It  is  iiiOt 
pretended  to  assert  that  any  document  can  have  come  down  to 
ufl  absolutely  pure ;  but  this  we  do  mdvance  as  certain,  that  'bj 
this  process,  which  has  been  termed  Comparative  Criticism,  ire 
foe  able  to  point  out  whact  are  the  documents  which  contain 
ancient  readings  in  general,  and  which,  therefore,  are  worthy 
of  respectful  attention  in  those  places  to  which  such  absolute 
demonstration  does  not  apply* 

Kow  in  very  many  instanoes  the  Curetonian  Syriao  agrees 
with  ancient  witnesses  in  suoh  important  and  marked  resu&igB^ 
as  to  demonstrate  that  its  relation  to  the  earlier  text  of  the 
gospels  is  greater  far  than  thai  of  die  Peshito.  These  examples 
necessarily  involve  criticism  of  a  minute  character,  but  Ihe  &Ad 
of  inquiry  is  one  worthy  of  close  attention.* 

*  We  give,  in  a  note,  a  few  instances :  — In  Matt.  xix.  19. 
the  common  Greek  text  has:  ri  fu  Xiyaic  ityoBdy.  Now  we  know« 
from  the  express  evidence  of  Origen  (ed.  De  la  Roe,  torn.  ilL  p. 
664.),  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  third  century  this  was  not  the 
reading  of  St.  Matthew.  He  says  that  while  this  was  the  inquiry 
in  St.  Mark  and  St.  Luke,  in  St.  Matthew  it  was  a>c  ^cpt  ayadov  Ipyov. 
This  alone  might  make  us  pause  before  we  rejected  the  statement ;  for 
we  might  doubt  whether  our  copies  could  come  into  competition  with 
those  of  Origen.  But  in  looking  a  little  further,  we  find  that  there 
are  copies  which  agree  with  his  reading:  ri  fu  ipwr^Q  wepl  rov  &yaOov. 
These  copies,  too,  are  amongst  the  oldest  and  best.  It  is  also  upheld  by 
almost  every  version  which  claims  a  high  antiquity,  except  the  Peshits; 
but  here  the  Curetonian  Synac  (]^^  ^^  -  *  V  tJ\  ^).iklO  \l^) 
follows  the  definite  early  evidence  of  Origea,  and  aeoords  with  the 
other  authorities  of  the  highest  importance.  It  may  be  w<tf  thy  of 
remark,  that  in  this  passage  the  Peshito  Syriac  has  actually  been 
relied  on,  as  though  it  was  a  witness  the  testimony  of  which  could 
hardly  be  overcome.  The  argument,  however,  tells  really  against  tiie 
antiquity  of  this  reading  of  the  Peshito. 

In  Matt.  XX.  22.,  the  clause  koX  to  fidirrierfia  h  eyu)  pairrliofiai  /3air- 
rurBfjvai  (and  the  corresponding  words  in  the  following  verse)  of  the 
common  Greek  text,  was  clearly  not  recognised  in  the  former  part  of 
the  third  century  as  being  part  of  the  /irst  Gospel,  or  as  being  other 
than  a  peculiarity  of  that  of  St.  Mark  (see  Chrig.  iii.  717.  719.).  The 
oldest  and  best  of  the  authorities  which  we  possess,  whether  MSS. 
or  versions,  strongly  preponderate  against  the  insertion:  indeed  the 
words  are  found  in  no  version  which  claims  an  antiquity  prior  to  the 
fifth  century;  except  indeed  a  few  revised  Latin  copies  and  the 
Syriac  Peshito.  Here,  then,  the  Curetonian  Syriac  comes  to  our  aid, 
and  furnishes  us  with  Syriac  authority  which  is  compatible  with  the 
&cts  of  the  second  or  third  century. 

Matt.  V.  4,  5.  The  order  here  of  the  beatitudes  differs  in  the  com- 
mon Gireek  text  from  that  which  is  supported  by  distinct  early  testi- 
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Tfads  proeess  of  comparatiTe  criticiem  sugfat  be  carried  on  •!- 
moet  indefiHitely :  and  thus,  while  nothing  whatever  k  tmuaaed. 


monj.  The  canons  of  Eusebius,  the  statement  of  Origen^  the  citations 
of  Tertullian  and  Hilary — all  agree  in  placing  uaica/otoi  ol  neydovvrec, 
r.r.X-  (verse  4.)  (ifter  fiaKopioi  oi  npaeigy  k.t.X.  (verse  5.)  The  autho- 
rities l^  which  this  order  is  supported-  are  not  numerons,  but  they 
are  of  the  highest  character :  and  amongst  tkem  we  are  now  able  to 
place  the  Cnretonian  Sjriac :  that  it  shoold  be  found  amongst  tlra 
/bw  which  support  this  veading,  must  be  considered  an  importani 
potDt  in  the  chain  of  proof  of  its  antiquitj  and  value. 

The  reading  of  Matt  L  18.  is  one  to  which  early  attention  was 
directed.  Irensus  supplies  us  with  such  information  as  must  suffice 
to  show  tbaty  as  far  as  his  knowledge  extended,  the  word  'If)<rov  was 
not  in  the  sacred  text.  It  is  not  often  that  any  one  gives  a  statement 
of  the  non-existence  of  a  reading  of  which  he  had  never  heard  ;  but 
it  so  happens  that  Irenaeus  had  to  discuss  the  question,  raised  by  cer- 
tain of  the  early  Gnostics,  whether  our  Lord  were  ike  Christ  from  his 
birth,  or  whether  he  became  the  Christ  by  a  subsequent  anion  of  the 
mon  Christ  with  the  man  Jesus.  This  leads  him  to  notice  the  abetnce 
of  the  word  Jesug  in  Matt.  L  18. :  '  Now  the  birth  of  Christ  was  on 
*  this  wise,'  gives  an  absolute  identification  of  Him  who  was  born  of 
the  Virgin  Mary,  and  the  Christ  Now  while  it  is  true  that  Jesui 
has  found  its  way  into  the  existing  copies,  this  is  only  what  might 
almost  have  been  expected  in  process  of  repeated  transcription.  Now 
it  seems  very  clear  that  the  common  reading,  rov  Ik  'Irjcrov  XpiaroVf 
could  not  have  originated  prior  to  the  time  when  *lrjffovg  X/oioroc  had 
become  a  sort  of  combined  proper  name ;  and  it  seems  unlikely  that 
Hjob  shoold  have  been  the  case  when  St  Matthew's  Gospel  wad  written, 
or  when  (before  the  dose  of  the  first  century)  it  was  translated  into 
6re^  The  position  of  the  article,  substantive,  and  adjective  is  at 
least  peculiar ;  for,  except  on  the  supposition  of  a  combined  proper 
name,  the  meaning  intended  would  not  be  conveyed :  and  such  an 
anomalous  use  and  position  of  the  article  with  *li)crovQ  XpKrroc  is  not 
to  be  found  in  any  genuine  passage  in  the  New  Testament  The 
omission,  then,  of  Jesus  in  the  Curetonian  Syriac,  in  contrast  to  its 
insertion  in  the  Feshito,  puts  the  former  into  a  connexion  with  the 
known  readings  of  the  second  century,  from  which  the  latter  is,  in  this 
case  at  least,  excluded. 

Few  verses  in  the  New  Testament  have  suffered  more  than  Matt 
V.  44.  from  the  amplification  so  common  on  the  part  of  copyists,  who, 
by  inadvertence  or  design,  introduced  into  one  gospel  what  rightly 
belonged  only  to  another.  That  the  passages  to  which  we  are  about 
to  refer  are  such  amplifications  we  know  on  the  united  evidence  of 
Irenaeus,  Clement,  Origen,  Cyprian,  Eusebius,  Hilary — all  of  whom 
accord  entirely  or  partly  in  their  testimony  and  citations.  The 
verse  in  accordance  with  the  earliest  and  best  authorities  will 
then  stand  thus  (the  words  added  by  coypists  being  included  in 
brackets,  with  the  reference  to  the  parallel  Scriptures  from  which  th<^ 
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point  after  point  is  established  by  independent  testimony ;  and 
the  character  of  the  text  of  manuscripts^  of  ancient  versions,  and 
of  patristic  citations  is  upheld  by  their  accordance  with  facts 
attested  by  other. witnesses,  of  known  age  and  certain  transmis- 
sion. It  is  thus  that  a  new  claimant  for  a  place  in  the  list  of 
critical  authorities,  such  as  was  the  Thebaic  version  in  the  last 
century,  and  such  as  is  the  Syriac  version  now  before  us, 
may  make  good  its  pretensions  and  establish  its  right  to  the 
foremost  rank ;  even  though  its  name  and  dignity  had  been  for- 
gotten, and  that  too  before  criticism  was  thought  of  as 
applicable  to  the  sacred  text.  Indeed,  we  can  hardly  over-esti- 
mate the  importance  of  witnesses  coming  to  light  that  had  before 
been  unknown :  for  we  are  able  thus  to  test  conclusions  pre- 
viously arrived  at ;  and  even  if  in  some  cases  they  require 
modification,  it  is  at  least  certain  that  in  general  those  which 
bad  been  formed  on  sound  critical  principles  are  confirmed  and 
established.  This  has  been  remarkably  the  case  with  regard  to 
the  use  of  this  Syriac  version. 

There  is  one  class  of  passages  to  which  in  this  connexion  we 
must  make  a  brief  allusion :  —  we  mean  those  which  were  read 
in  the  early  ages  in  some  peculiar  manner ;  and  which  are  Btiil 
so  found  in  some  of  the  very  early  authorities  that  have  come 
down  to  us.  Now  the  fact  that  a  document  claiming  to  belong 
to  the  earlier  ages  of  Christianity  should  contain  some  readings 
of  this  kind,  is  what  should  be  d,  priori  expected ;  and  therefore 
the  fact  of  their  occurrence  ought  not  to  be  used  as  ground  of 
objection  against  the  antiquity  and  general  character  of  any 
newly  discovered  document.  He  who  does  this,  acts  as  igno- 
rantly  as  if  he  were  to  use  the  marks  of  age  visible  on  some 
work  of  art  as  proofs  which  could  controvert  its  claims  to  anti- 
quity. 

were  introduced):  iyi)  de  X«ya>  v/i(^»  *Aya7rar£  rove  €\dpovQ  hfiQy  [ev- 
Xoy£Trc  rovi:  Karap(afxiyovQ  hfide  (vide  Luke  vi.  28.)]  icaXcDc  Troulre 
rove  fjLicrovvTac  vfxuQ  (vide  Luke  vi.  27.)]  kol  TrpocrtvxEffde  inrep  tvv 
[iwripEai^oyTuv  v/ific  icai  (vide  Luke  vi.  85)]  ^untKdyTuty  v/zac.  Such, 
then,  has  been  the  amplification  which  is  introduced  into  almost  all 
the  Greek  MSS.,  except  the  Codex  Vaticanus,  and  more  or  less  fully 
into  several  of  the  versions,  including  (as  might  be  expected  by  those 
who  are  acquainted  with  its  true  character)  the  Peshito.  But  here 
again  the  Curetonian  Syriac  vindicates  its  antiquity,  by  its  not  con- 
taining any  of  the  three  insertions  from  St.  Luke.  If  the  translator 
of  this  Syriac;  version  had  omitted  these  clauses  from  design  or  from 
carelessness,  how  marvellous  would  it  have  been  that  he  should  thus 
have  happened  to  accord  with  early  testimony  in  three  such  marked 
points  !  He  might  (on  the  supposition  of  omission)  have  just  as  well 
have  left  out  any  other  parts  of  the  verse  which  accord  wiih  St.  Luke. 
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In  the  Curetonian  Syriac  it  will^  we  believe,  sojffice  to  refer 
to  a  few  instances  of  the  kind.  The  long  addition  after  Matt. 
XX.  28.  is  an  example  of  the  sort ;  the  clause  introduced  was 
once  widely  though  not  universally  diffused :  and  it  savours 
of  an  addition  to  the  words  of  Holy  Scripture :  its  occurrence 
in  Dr.  Cureton's  version  certainly  favours  its  claim  to  anti- 
quity. 

In  Matt  xvi.  the  greater  part  of  verse  2  (from  iy^iai),  and  the 
whole  of  verse  3  is  absent:  this  may  give  to  some  the  notion  of 
a  mere  careless  omission;  but  on  inquiry  it  will  be  found  that 
the  same  thing  is  met  with  in  the  Vatican  MS.  and  in  a  few 
other  authorities:  the  Curetonian  Syriac  must  not  therefore  be 
blamed  as  though  it  were  peculiar  in  the  defect.  This  omission 
is  indeed  noticed  by  Jerome  as  occurring  in  several  MSS.  in 
his  day,  so  that  its  antiquity  is  established.  There  need,  how- 
ever, we  believe,  be  but  little  doubt  that  the  omission  originated 
from  an  assimilation  of  the  words  in  this  passage  to  those  of 
joi,  38. ;  and  thus  the  omission  would  be  natural :  their  authority 
is  maintained  by  the  canons  of  Eusebius. 

It  may  thus  be  seen  that  not  only  do  the  excellences  of  this 
version  -vindicate  its  supposed  antiquity,  but  the  same  point  is 
equally  proved  when  we  look  at  what  may  be  regarded  as  its 
marked  defects. 

We  can  well  understand  that  a  reader  of  the  Greek  New 
Testament  who  has  paid  no  attention  to  textual  criticbm,  look- 
ing at  the  words  or  phrases  which  this  version  omits,  or  which 
it  reads  differently  from  that  to  which  he  has  been  accustomed, 
may  feel  astonishment  almost  amounting  to  indignation  at  what 
he  must  r^rd  as  daring  corruption  of  the  sacred  text.  We 
can  suppose  that  he  may  turn  over  and  over  again  the  passages 
which  he  finds  in  a  form  somewhat  new  to  him ;  and  while  he 
rises  into  indignation  at  such  liberties  having  been  taken  with 
the  text  of  Holy  Scripture,  he  may  turn  to  his  Grreek  New 
Testament^  there  to  note  down  the  convincing  proofs  of  the 
worthlessness  of  this  newly  found  Syriac  version.  But  if  some 
unfeeling  critic  asks  him,  *But  how  do  you  know  that  the  pass- 
^  ^es  which  you  have  noted  in  Greek  are  really  parts  of  the  New 
'  Testament?  How  are  you  sure  (in  Matt.  v.  44.  for  instance) 
'  that  the  version  that  you  are  condemning  does  not  contain  the 
^  true  reading  ? '  If  any  answer  is  vouchsafed  to  such  an  inquiry, 
it  is  likely  to  be  but  little  more  than  that  of  taking  up  one  of  the 
neat,  attractive  editions  of  Bishop  Lloyd's  Oxford  Greek  Testa- 
ment, and  shoeing  how  the  words  there  stand,  according  to 
the  text  adopted  by  Mill.  But  that  scholar  and  diligent 
labourer  in  the  field  of  textual  criticism  did  not  himself  form 
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aAj  Greek  ^tead ;  lie  simply  printed  tibat  wIh^  was  coneiit 
in  his  own  day;  while  he  expressed  his  value  for  readings  paartiy 
ID.  his  noles  and  more  particdarly  in  his  Prolegomena.  Tfans 
the  censor  who  would  use  what  he  oalh  ^MiUls  text'  as  his 
standard^  employs  that  which  MiH  would  have  reprobated;  lie 
acts  en  principles  entirely  opposed  to  those  approved  by  thai 
scholar.  The  censor  will  perhaps  then  uphold  the  notion  tiiot 
the  Gre^  text  that  he  has  is  one  whidi  has  been  so  unxversally 
transmitted^  that  there  need  be  no  question  about  the  matter 
amongst  reasonable  men ;  and  that  this  text  it  is,  to  which  Ae 
Curetonian  Syrlac  must  be  brought  as  a  kind  cf  touchstcoe ; 
then,  without  any  profiliess  discussion,  all  variations  frcm.  ihe 
standard  are  self-condemned :  and  thk  Syriac  version,  iiiongfa 
perhaps  a  curiosity  and  possibly  of  great  antiquity,  is  of  no  prac- 
tical utiUty,  and  never  can  be  employed  as  an  aulhorily  towaids 
settling  the  sacred  text,  which,  to  say  the  truth,  does  not  in 
his  oi»nion  require  to  be  settled. 

It  is  easy  for  any  one  to  be  mided  by  plausible  aeserlionB: — 
it  was  thus  in  the  last  century  that  even  Wetstein,  laborioiiB 
collator  of  Greek  MSS.  as  he  was,  deceived  himself  and  decked 
others  as  to  the  value  oi  the  best  and  oldest  of  the  documents  of 
which  he  gave  the  readings :  he  condemned  them  as  faithless 
witnesses  because  they  did  not  accord  with  his  own  preconceived 
standard. 

Or,  we  may  suppose  a  Syriac  scholar,  one  who  is  famSisr 
with  every  word  and  phrase  of  the  Peshito,  taking  up  the  Crwe- 
tonian  vennon ;  and  after  he  has  examined  it  well,  he  forms  his 
conclusion  that  all  the  parts  and  readings  in  which  it  diflfers 
from  the  P^hito  are  corruptions,  and  tiiat  it  can  only  be 
regarded  as  an  imperfect  attempt  at  revising  that  ancient  version. 
This  Syriac  scholar,  unless  he  has  explored  somewhat  beyond 
the  domain  of  his  Aramsean  studies,  will  be  surprised  at  being 
told  that  the  very  points  and  readings  in  which  the  Peshito 
differs  from  this,  are  those  which  have  caused  the  diflScnIty 
always  felt  by  competent  textual  critics,  as  to  the  claim  of  tint 
well-known  version  to  be  considered  as  a  production  of  the 
second  century.  The  known  readings  of  that  age  must  be  the 
standard  by  which  any  version  or  document  must  be  tried  for 
whidi  such  an  antiquity  is  claimed.  A  Syriac  scholar  who  as- 
sumes the  language  of  the  Peshito  to  be  the  normal  type  of  that 
tongue,  might  easily  object  to  much  that  he  finds  in  this 
version ;  and  he  might  thus  raise  the  charge  of  corruption :  but 
let  the  phraseology  be  closely  examined,  and  then  it  will  the 
rather  appear  that  in  the  Pediito  not  only  is  there  a  revi^n  as 
to  the  readings  and  renderings  so  as  to  be  in  parts  a  new  trans- 
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ktian^  but  also  in  wbat  they  have  in  conunon  the  Pefihito 
exhibit  the  marks  of  the  hand  of  a  polisher.  It  would  be  as 
well  to  assume  the  Latin  vession  of  Jerome  to  be  that  from 
wlHcb  the  old  Latin  had  been  formed  by  corruption^  as  to  mi^e 
tiue  Peshito  to  be  the  basis  of  the  Curetonian  Syriae.  Ha{^y, 
we  have  not  to  form  our  judgment  of  the  Syriae  phraseology^  as 
here  eshiluted,  as  of  a  thung  wholly  unknown :  we  had  instances 
cf  it  before,  and  that  in  documents  of  extreme  antiquity.* 

The  old  Latin  may  rightly  be  judged  to  be  a  version  of  the 
second  century ;  but  if  we  were  most  familiar  with  the  gospels 
in  the  Ck>dex  Brixianus,  we  should  find  it  difficult  to  believe 
that  its  readings  could  really  belong  to  that  age.  If  when  the 
Codex  Yercellensis  came  to  li^ht,  those  who  already  knew  the 
Brixianus  mi^ht  perhaps  try  it  by  that  standaard,  while  others 
in%fat  more  nghtly  ju<](ge  that  now  they  possessed  at  last  the 
Xatin  gospels  in  a  form  which  might  probably  be  a  text  of 
sudh  extreme  antiquity ;  and  then  whatever  the  upholders  of 
the  Brixianus  might  say,  they  would  establish  their  point  of 
the  real  antiquity  of  tne  Yercellensb,  and  henceforward  the 
Brixianus  would  be  ri^tly  judged  to  be  merely  a  revision. 

Thus,  while  we  can  perfectly  understand  how  the  peculiarities 
cf  the  Curetonian  Syriae  might  cause  some  who  are  imperfectly 
acquainted  with  the  principles,  facts,  and  historieal  develop- 
ment of  textual  criticism,  to  regard  it  as  a  defective  document^ 
we  believe  that  to  any  who  comprehend  the  subject,  it  may  be 
made  most  clear  that  the  very  grounds  on  which  the  objectors 
would  rely,  are  those  which  prove  the  direct  contrary  of  that 
for  which  they  are  advanced  in  order  to  disparage  the  version. 
It  is  by  the  assumption  of  a  false  standard — one  that  carries 
va  below  the  third  century —  that  the  attempt  can  be  made  to 
impi^  this  version,  which  may  well  claim  a  much  higher 
antiquity.  Let  this  and  the  common  Peshito  be  both  tried  by 
a  criterion  of  the  second  century,  (the  age  to  which  some  Syriae 
verdon  assuredly  belongs,)  and  we  have  no  doubt  which  of  the 
two  will  stand  the  test,  and  which  it  is  that  will  only  occasion 
difficulty  to  him  who  tries  to  suppose  that  it  is  a  sincere  monu- 
ment of  that  age. 

If  the  conditiDns  of  a  problem  be  well  imderstood,  and  there 
be  that  by  which  those  conditions  are  well  and  fully  met,  the 
connexion  of  the  two  thiogs  ought  to  be  seen  of  necessity 
to  follow.  If  there  be  a  search  for  an  unknown  object,  the 
existence  and  nature  of  which  had  been  learned  from  a  rigorous 
induction  of  circumstantial  facts,  and  if  anything  be  presented 

•  See  Coreton's  Preface,  pp.  bod.  Ixxii. 
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which  is  foun^,  point  by  point,  to  meet  the  terms  of  what  had 
been  learned  a  priori,  then  we  may  condude  that  we  have 
discovered  the  very  object  itself,  if  indeed  in  the  nature  of 
things  there  can  be  but  one,  or  if  at  least  it  is  highly  probable 
that  there  is  but  one.  That  there  is  a  coincidence  is  at  all 
events  evident;  and  he  who  can  best  appreciate  the  bearing  and 
extent  of  such  coincidence,  will  the  most  fully  apprehend  how 
far  it  carries  us  into  the  region  of  absolute  identity  between 
the  requirements  of  the  problem  and  the  supposed  solution. 

Let  certain  perturbations  of  one  or  more  of  the  heavenly 
bodies  be  noticed ;  let  such  perturbations  be  subjected  to  a  long 
series  of  rigorous  and  minute  observations,  so  that  their  reality 
and  measurements  may  be  most  absolutely  demonstrated;  let 
mathematical  science  come  in,  applying  as  fully  as  possible  the 
problem  of  the  three  bodies,  so  as  to  establish,  by  a  series  of 
approximations,  the  position,  force,  and  varying^ motions  of  the 
unknown  perturbing  body ; — and  then  let  observation  do  her 
work  afresh,  and  let  it  be  shown  that  there  is  an  unknown 
planet  occupying  the  orbit  and  exercising  the  attraction  such  as 
ottght  to  belong  to  the  perturbing  body  whose  existence  had 
been  predetermined  by  mathematical  skill; — let  observation  be 
thus  the  handmaid  of  demonstration,  and  then  no  one  who  is 
capable  of  fol'ming  any  judgment  on  the  matter  could  doubt  the 
identity  of  the  new  planet,  as  observed,  with  that  which  had 
been  required  to  meet  the  terms  of  the  problem. 

We  have  dwelt  thus  long  on  the  illustration  of  this  point, 
because  we  know  that  it  is  necessary.  It  was  a  fact  that  a 
Syriac  version  existed  in  the  second  century ;  we  were  aware 
what  kind  of  version  it  ought  to  be,  and  what  the  character- 
istics of  its  text ;  we  also  knew  that  the  Peshito  Syriac  did  not 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  case ;  so  that,  let  no  other  Syriac 
version  ever  be  known  older  in  character,  still  another  was 
wanted  in  order  to  correspond  to  antecedent  facts ;  the  version 
might  have  been  utterly  lost,  but  still  it  must  have  existed ;  it 
might  be  the  basis  of  the  Peshito,  but  the  Peshito,  as  we  have 
it,  does  not  and  cannot  meet  the  conditions  of  the  problem. 
This  conclusion  had  been  arrived  at,  and  had  been  stated,  irre- 
spective of  any  knowledge    of   the  existence    even  of   the 

Curetonian  version.*     Critical  calculation  had  thus  formed  its 

• 

*  In  Dr.  Davidson's  '  Introduction  to  the  New  Testament,*  vol.  i. 
Bagsters,  1848,  he  gives  in  the  Notes  (p.  429.)  the  following  commu- 
nication from  Dr.  Tregelles  relative  to  the  Peshito  Syriac  as  it  has 
been  transmitted :  '  Whoever  (says  he)  inserted  in  it  the  Eusebian 
^  Canons,  as  found  in  most  or  all  the  MSS.,  may  have  introduced 
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oondusion ;  and  how  surprisingly  was  this  to  be  confirmed  by 
the  discovery  of  the  object  which  met  the  terms  of  the  inquiry. 
Not  to  identify  the  two  objects  would  inyolve  just  as  great  a 
moral  absurdity,  as  it  would  if  we  were  to  deny  that  the  per- 
turbing planet,  whose  place  had  been  calculated,  was  the  same 
that  was  afterwards  observed. 

But  if  this  Syriac  version  be  not  that  made  in  the  second 
century?  We  must  then  suppose  that  some  reviser  of  the 
Feshito  knew  in  what  respects  that  version  did  not  accord  with 
the  certain  readings  of  that  age ;  that  he  anticipated  the  ob- 
jections  of  later  critics,  and  that  he  was  so  conversant  with 
textual  antiquity,  and  with  the  earliest  Patristic  teaching,  as  to 
extrude  from  the  Peshito  (if  that  were  indeed  his  basis)  just 
what  would  clash  with  that  earlier  age.  You  certainly  would 
thus  ascribe  to  him  a  wonderful  sagacity ;  and  you  must  almost 
go  farther  and  regard  him  as  anticipating  the  expressed  thoughts 
and  judgments  of  critics  of  the  nineteenth  century.  To  suppose 
all  this  is,  in  fact,  to  suppose  that  the  Curetonian  Syriac  was 
made  because  critidsm  would  demand  that  such  a  version  must 
have  existed ;  you  thus  prove  that  (in  whatever  age  it  was,  on 
such  suppositions,  actually  made)  it  became  identical  with  what 
ought  to  have  belonged  to  the  second  century. 

We  only  add,  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  that  the  character 
of  any  version  itself  is  not  essentially  altered  by  the  condition 
in  which  it  has  been  transmitted  to  us ;  that  this  must  specially 
be  remembered  when  such  a  document  has  come  down  in  very 
few  MSS.,  or  in  one  only :  that  in  such  an  estimate,  errors 
of  transcnbers  must  be  left  out  of  question  as  thoroughly  as 
the  errata  should  be  in  a  printed  book ;  and  that  due  and 
proper  allowance  must  be  made  for  the  mistakes  into  which 
every  translator  was  liable  to  falL  Whoever  pursues  the  unen- 
viable task  of  gathering  together  all  the  mistakes  (real  or 
supposed)  of  any  ancient  version,  may  seem  to  make  out  such  a 
list  as  to  damage  its  character  for  ever ;  but  it  is  only  the  unin- 

*  alterations  from  the  Greek  MS.  before  him.     At  all  events,  the 

*  Gospels  have  been  made  more  harmonious  and  accordant,  in  the  same 

*  way  as  in  the  later  Greek  MSS.     The  Nitrian  MSS.^  when  col- 

*  lated,  may  exhibit  perhaps  an  earlier  text,*  We  believe  that  this 
was  written  and  printed  without  any  information  that  such  a  ver- 
tion  had  been  found  by  Dr.  Cureton.  That  it  might  exist,  was  in- 
fexred  on  grounds  such  as  have  been  stated  above ;  that  it  might  be 
found  amongst  the  Nitrian  treasures  was  thought  not  improbable,  or 
at  least  possible,  from  what  was  even  then  known  of  their  extent  and 
antiquity.  The  coincidence  of  this  suggestion,  with  the  concurrent, 
bat  then  unknown  fact,  is  at  least  worthy  of  remark. 
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formed  wbo  will  be  deoeiyed  by  such  a  list.  A  catalogue 
minutely  detwling  every  error  of  fact  mentioned  by  any  his- 
torian might  seem  to  prove  that  he  was  in  no  case  wormy  of 
credit,  and  thus  it  might  be  suggested  that  there  are  no  facts  on 
whidi  we  can  rely;  but  how  diflferent  is  an  intelligait  and 
comprehensive  estimate !  We  neither  look  for  infallibility  in  de 
one  case  or  the  other;  we  know  that  there  are  attested  fkcts; 
we  can  use  to  good  purpose  the  records  of  our  religion,  even 
though  we  know  that  the  manner  in  which  some  would  assail 
and  deciy  some  one  ancient  docum^t,  might  similarly  be  applied 
separately  to  discredit  them  all  one  by  one*  We  do  not  think 
it  needful  to  dwell  in  detail  on  the  defects  of  this  vernon ;  some 
of  them  may  be  referred  to  the  condition  of  the  text  from  whidi 
the  translation  was  made ;  some  to  the  manner  of  translation, 
in  which  it  strikingly  agrees  with  certain  amplifications  of  the 
Peshito;  some  to  errors  of  rendering,  several  to  mistakes  of 
transmission,  and  some  (though  these  are  probably  few)  to  the 
transcriber  of  this  one  MS. 

We  have  now  to  speak  of  Dr.  Cureton's  edition  of  this  vendoo, 
and  the  English  translation  and  notes  with  which  it  is  accent 
panied,  and  of  one  special  point  of  inquiry  suggested.  It 
is  very  probable  that  Dr.  Cureton  might  have  gained  a  kind 
of  celebrity  for  the  work,  and  he  might  have  succeeded  in 
claiming  for  this  Syriae  version  a  great  but  undefined  value, 
if  he  had  contented  himself  with  giving  to  the  world  the 
Sjnriao  text,  thus  magnificently  printed,  unaccompanied  W  a 
single  remark  of  his  own.  In  the  eyes  of  not  a  few  a  kind  of 
sacred  mystery  would  thus  have  attached  to  it,  which,  in  Aeir 
minds  at  least,  would  not  have  been  dispelled  by  any  more  dose 
acquaintance.  But  if  Dr.  Cureton  had  thus  published  this  ver- 
sion, how  few  comparatively  are  there,  especially  in  this  coun^, 
to  whom  his  volume  would  have  been  of  real  service.*  He 
has  sought  to  be  useful  to  Biblical  scholars,  and  not,  therefore, 
to  shroud  this  ancient  version  in  any  cloud,such  as  would  rend^ 
it  a  thing  partially  unknown,  even  though  given  to  the  world. 

On  this  principle,  then,  it  is  evident  tibat  he  acted  in  the 

*  An  amusing  estimate  has '  been  formed  by  Dr.  Paul  de  La- 
garde  of  Berlin,  as  to  the  extent  to  which  Syriae  literature  is  culti- 
vated, and  the  number  of  readers  likely  to  use  a  work  published  in 
that  language.  He  says,  in  the  concluding  sentence  of  the  Preface  of 
^Didascalia  Apostolorum ;  Syriace'  (Lipsiro,  1854),  that  he  publishes 

*  quse  per  Europam  vix  homines  quinque  intelligunt ;'  and,  indeed,  by 
limiting  the  impression  so  much  ('I'ouvrage  n*a  iii  tir6  qu'i  cent 

*  ezemplaires')  there  may  be  some  danger  of  its  not  reaching  the 
hands  of  the  select  five. 
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Bngliflh  rendering  which  accompanies  the  Syriac  text;  the 
object  was  not  to  make  an  English  New  Testament^  but  to  give 
8Ujch  an  English  construing  of  the  Svriac  as  might  enable  any 
student  to  use  the  ancient  materials  now  for  the  first  time 
facoug^t  before  him.  We  are  well  aware  that  such  a  trans- 
latiim  appears  to  be  peculiarly  exposed  to  criticism  ;  those  who 
are  acquainted  with  Syriac  may  see  fit  to  object  that  a  lit^al 
eonstruing  does  not  show  the  force  of  Syriac  expresMons,  but 
only  that  of  single  words ;  while  the  mere  English  read^  may 
peibapB  criticise  the  words  and  phrases  employed,  and  he  may 
raise  objections  on  grounds  wholly  fallacious.  Dr.  Cureton 
himself  thus  describes  his  English  version :  — 

^  It  nayperliape  be  neeessary  to  add  a  word  respecting  the  English 
trimnlfifinn  firom  the  Syriac  My  great  object  has  been  to  make  it  as 
liteial  as  I  eouldy  in  order  to  enahJe  those  who  may  not  be  acquainted 
with  the  Syriac,  to  use  the  fkiglish  for  comparison  with  the  Greek. 
For  this  purpose  I  have  even  retained  the  order  of  the  Syriac  words> 
so  far  as  it  seemed  possible  to  do  so  without  obscurity.  It  has  been 
my  intention  also  to  render  always  the  same  Syriac  term  by  the  same 
English  word' — of  which  he  proceeds  to  give  some  examples.' 
{Fhfaeey  p.  xdv.) 

This  win  be  enough^  we  believe,  for  candid  and  intelligent 
readers ;  it  will  show  them  what  they  have  to  expect,  and  how 
they  oi^t  to  use  the  translation  from  the  Syriac  with  which 
fliey  have  been  &voured.  If  such  are  acquainted  slightly  with 
Syiiac,  they  will  be  considerably  assisted ;  if  ignorant  of  that 
ancient  tongue^  they  will^  if  they  know  anything  of  philology^ 
be  able  to  discriminate  between  those  things  which  indicate 
a  variation  of  readings  and  those  which  only  represent  soaM 
feature  inoBcated  in  the  Syriac.  They  will  be  enabled  to 
compare  the  Curetonian  Syriac  version  with  Greek  and  other 
autlu>ritie8^  and  thus  they  may  form  for  themselves  an  indepen- 
dent judgment^  instead  of  merely  relying  upon  assertions,  even 
though  they  may  suppose  them  to  be  worthy  of  credit. 

On  these  grounds  we  may  truly  say  that  Dr.  Cureton  has  suc- 
ceeded remarkably  well  in  his  endeavour  to  introduce  his  Syriao 
version  in  an  English  costume,  and  that  {or  this  he  deservedly 
merits  the  thanks  of  all  Biblical  scholars. 

Dc  Ckureton's  Introduction  conmsts  principally  of  two  parts 
—  genial  notes  on  the  readings  of  the  reooains  of  these  Syriac 
gospels^  pointing  out  their  comcidence,  or  the  contrary,  with 
other  authorities ;  —  and  a  special  dissertation  on  St.  Matthew's 
goronel  as  found  in  this  Syriac  version  or  recension. 

The  series  of  notes  will  save  those  who  wish  to  use  this 
verdon  not  a  little  time  and  trouble ;  iit  wiU  su^y  dftose  who 
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wish  to  verify  our  remarks  on  the  characteristics  of  this  Syriac 
text^  as  connected  with  comparative  criticism^  with  the  means 
of  so  doing  to  almost  any  extent ;  it  will  also  (we  are  bound  to 
say)  enable  those  who  wish  to  censure  the  text,  and  to 
cast  discredit  upon  all  who  value  it,  to  do  so,  if  they  please. 
Not  a  few  of  the  notes  of  the  editor  contain  suggestions  which 
will  probably  lead  to  curious  discussion ;  others  give  infonna- 
tion  which  will  be  of  real  assistance  to  the  student ;  and  in  all 
we  feel  that,  whether  we  fuUv  accord  with  the  opinion  expressed 
or  not,  still  we  have  to  do  with  a  writer  who  is  so  thoroughly  in 
earnest,  that  he  gives  forth  his  opinions  freely,  let  the  use  nmde 
of  them  be  what  it  may. 

But  the  remarks  on  St.  Matthew's  gospel  will  be  regarded 
by  readers  in  general  as  touching  on  the  most  important  inquiry 
with  which  the  Introdustion  deaJs.  The  point  which  Dr.  Cure- 
ton  seeks  to  establish  is  a  connexion  between  this  Syriac  text  of 
St  Matthew,  and  the  original  Hebrew  *  of  this  first  gospel  as 
written  by  the  apostle  himself.  This  is  a  point  which  can 
neither  be  established,  nor  yet  confuted,  by  mere  dogmatism ;  it 
requires  to  be  temperately  and  honestly  discussed ;  and  even  if 
no  conclusion  be  absolutely  reached  as  a  matter  of  demonstration, 
we  may  at  least  hope  that  some  probability  may  be  established. 

We  are  quite  aware  that  there  is  a  large  class  of  professed 
Biblical  scholars  who  would  meet  such  an  inquiry  in  limine  by 
denying  that  St.  Matthew  ever  wrote  a  Hebrew  gospel  at  alL 
For  the  benefit  of  such  as  might  be  misled  by  this  assertion,  we 
are  glad  that  Dr.  Cureton  has  re-stated  the  evidence  on  this  point 
(though  in  parts  we  believe  that  it  might  be  amplified),  and  thus 
the  reader  is  compelled  to  see  the  weakness  of  the  cause  which 
requires  for  its  support  such  a  procedure,  as  that  of  ignoring  a 
mass  of  united  testimony.  It  is  the  custom  with  some  to  argtle 
that  as  the  chronological  list  of  witnesses  begins  with  Papias^  a 
credulous  man,  all  the  rest  must  be  supposed  to  be  simply 
repeating  his  testimony ;  and  thus  they  seek  to  make  all  depend 
on  his  single  evidence.  A  strange  mode  truly  of  silencing  wit- 
nesses I  As  if  Irenseus,  Origen,  Eusebius,  and  Jerome  were 
incapable  of  knowing  anything  about  the  matter.  Now  the 
fact  remains  that  St  Matthew's  Hebrew  gospel  was  still  extant 
in  the  early  part  of  the  fifth  century  —  interpolated  indeed,  but 
still  in  existence ;  and  if  the  witnesses  who  attest  such  facts  are 
unworthy  of  credit  here,  how  can  any  one  show  that  St  Mat- 

•  Once  for  all,  let  us  say  that  we  use  Hebrew^  here  and  in  our  sub- 
sequent remarks,  as  signifying  that  form  of  AramsBan  in  which  all 
ancient  testimony  agrees  that  St  Matthew  wrote  his  gospel 
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thew'  ever  wrote  a  gospel  at  all?  Unless  we  believe  the  com- 
petent witnesses  who  say  that  he  Wrote  in  that  language,  how 
do  we  know  anything  about  the  matter  ?  There  are,  indeed, 
those  who  speak  smoothly  about  '  ecclesiastical  antiquity/  but 
80  little  do  they  know  of  what  the  Fathers  teach  on  the  sub- 
jects respecting  which  they  dogmatise,  that  they  could  not  bring 
forward  a  single  ecclesiastical  writer  in  proof  of  that  which  they 
seek  to  persuade  themselves  and  others  is  upheld  by  '  catholic 
consent.'  Now  if  real  ^  ecclesiastical  antiquitv '  makes  a  sbgle 
thing  certain  respecting  the  gospels,  it  is  that  the  first  was 
written  by  Matthew  the  apostle,  and  that  its  language  was 
that  then  called  Hebrew. 

Of  course,  the  discussion  of  the  relation  of  the  Gospel  of 
St  Matthew  in  the  Curetonian  Syriac  to  that  written  in 
Hebrew  by  the  apostle  himself  becomes  impossible,  if  it  be 
denied  that  such  a  document  once  existed ;  but  this  mode  of 
catting  short  an  inquiry  will  not  satisfy  any  who  are  not  willing 
to  pla^  modem  assertion  in  the  place  of  ancient  evidence.  We 
say  advisedly  modem  assertion,  because  we  are  not  aware  that 
any  one  doubted  or  denied  that  St  Matthew  wrote  in  Hebrew 
prior  to  Erasmus.  That  scholar,  who  lived  before  much  of  the 
evidence  on  the  subject  had  been  properly  brought  to  light,  ad- 
Tanced  the  opinion  that  the  Greek  of  St  Matthew  is  the  very 
original  of  the  apostle ;  he  also  maintained  that  the  Latin  that 
we  have  of  Irenaens  against  heresies  is  the  original  of  the  work 
of  that  Father ;  this  modem  tradition  is  followed  by  some  in  the 
case  of  St  Matthew ;  but  as  to  Irenseus,  who  upholds  the  opinion 
of  Erasmus  ?  And  yet  there  is  just  as  much  reason  in  the  one 
case  as  in  the  other. 

This  point  ought,  we  believe,  to  be  received  as  a  demon- 
strated fact ;  and  those  who  thus  accept  it  may  then  proceed  in 
the  lamination  of  the  question.  We  think,  however,  that  Dr. 
Cuieton  has  introduced  the  consideration  of  details  which  com- 
plicate the  inquiry.  For  the  systematised  theories  of  Bishop 
Marsh  and  others  do  not,  we  judge,  present  established  facts  on 
which  we  may  rest  as  if  it  were  proved  that  the  evangelists  used 
certain  common  documents,  and  that  one  of  them  introduced 
certam  points  from  an  enlarged  document,  while  another  had 
before  him  something  additional  of  another  kind.  We  feel  that 
we  must  dismiss  these  considerations,  because  they  would  com- 
pel us  to  suppose  that  several  such  documents  existed,  not  one 
of  which  was  known  even  to  the  earliest  writer  who  mentions 
the  authorship  of  the  gospels,  and  the  existence  of  which  was 
not  sui^cted  until  modem  times,  when  ingenious  theorisers 
sought  to  account  for  the  correspondences  of  the  gospels  in  a 
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mosi  subtle  maimer ;  and  yet  after  all,  the  theories  present  moie 
points  which  woojd  require  to  be  ejcfdained,  than  do  the  {d^aao- 
mena,  for  the  solution  of  whidi  ihsj  ^^^^  invented.  By  not 
introducing  the  supposition  of  such  a  complicated  series  of  docur 
ments,  we  greatly  sim^ify  the  preeent  inquiry;  and  thus  we 
also  need  not  toiuih  on  the  £M)t  of  scripture  insjuraticm,  or  tha 
theories  which  have  been  advanced  as  statements  or  e:q)reaffloii0 
of  that  fact.  The  whole  subject  should  be  fully  disiuiased  with- 
out any  mere  assertions  being  advanced ;  if  it  cannot  be  brought 
farther  than  the  domain  of  probable  opini(m»  let  it  at  least  be 
brought,  if  possible,  thus  far. 

Dr.  Cureton  very  rightly  points  out,  what  we  suppose  must 
strike  every  Syriac  reader,  that  in  this  Syriac  text  there  is  a 
condderable  d^erence  of  expression  in  St.  Matthew's  gospel 
from  that  found  in  the  athm&  Tha?e  s^pears  to  be  a  ^^eater 
correctness  of  {rfiraseokigy ;  whereas,  if  they  were  altogether  one 
and  the  same  version,  we  diould  expect  to  find  the  contrary ;  foi 
a  translator  generally  gains  that  land  of  experienoe  whidi  enr 
ables  him  to  perform  the  latter  portion  of  a  w>ork  with  a  firmer 
and  truer  hand.  This  inofiression  was  strongly  conveyed  to  our 
mind  when  reading  this  version  through.  Certainly  this  might 
be  explained,  if  uie  supposition  were  established  that  the  first 
goq)el  was  takai  from  a  cognate  dialect,  instead  of  being 
formed  by  translfUion  from  the  Greek ;  but  the  existence  of 
this  fact,  on  the  face  of  the  document  itself,  mskm  the  supposi- 
tion far  from  improbable ;  even  if  we  must  admit,  as  Dr.  Curetoa 
himself  does,  that  St  Matthew,  as  we  have  it  before  us  here, 
has  been  compared  with  the  Gareek»  and  bears  the  marks  of  such 
comparison. 

It  must  be  at  once  admitted  that  we  possess  no  sufficient  data 
for  instituting  a  thorou^  con^arison  oetween  this  Syriac  St. 
Matthew  and  the  lost  liebrew  originaL  The  early  writers^  who 
so  fully  m^ition  the  existence  of  &at  documaoit,  luid  no  occasion 
to  quote  from  it,  unless  it  presaited  something  remarkable ;  and 
thus  the  citations  whic^  they  ^ve  us  are  such  as  bear  in  gaobsiai 
most  evident  marks  of  intarpc^tion.  In  fact,  we  have  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  the  origmal  Hebrew  of  St  Matthew  was  fully  and' 
adequately  represented  by  that  Greek  text  f<M:med  from  it,  which 
was  used  by  the  churches  in  general,  even  back  to  the  very  age 
when  they  were  under  the  au^oritative  guidance  of  in^iced  apo- 
stles and  others  who  had  be^i  disciples  of  our  Lord  wh^i  on  eartL 

But  is  there  any  indieatiim  on  the  part  of  any  Syriac  writer 
of  an  aoquaintaoce  with  a  version  of  St  Matthew's  gospel  in 
that  tcmgue  from  the  Biebrew  of  St  Mattikew  ?  and  can  any 
information  of  a  satisfiu^tory  kind  be  obtained  frtom  aoeh  a 
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soon^e?  Tbtre  is:  the  well-knowB  Synac  writer  B«r  Salibi^ 
Bidiop  of  Amida  m  ike  twdfth  century,  definitdy  mentioiia 
each  a  vision.  In  treatiag  of  St.  Matdiew's  goepel,  he  says 
that  'lliere  is  found  occasionally  a  Syriac  copy  made  &ut  of  the 
Hebrew.'*  This,  then,  may  possibly,  or  even  probably,  be  Dr. 
Cnreton's  text;  bnt  Bar  Saiibi  then  continnes  to  say  that  the 
Syriac  St.  Matthew  ^inserts  there  three  kings  [Ahadah,  Joash, 
^  and  Amaziah,  see  Matt,  i  8.]  in  the  genealogy,  but  that  it 
'  aftenrards  speaks  of  fourteen,  and  not  seventeen,  genera- 
'  tions,  is  because  fonrteen  generations  has  been  substituted  for 
•seventeen  by  the  Hebrews,'  &c  {CuretmCe  Pref.  p.  xi.) 
Liet  ihis  testimony  be  deaihr  understood.  K  any  one  in  that 
age  was  wdl  infomved  on  the  subject  of  Syriac  versions,  it 
was  surdy  Bar  Saiibi ;  and  he  distinctiy  telk  us  that  at  that 
time  there  were  still  in  circulation  copies  of  St  Matthew  in, 
Syriacj  translated  from  the  Hebrew.  The  citation  that  he  gives 
is  very^curioue;  for  he  bssjs  that  in  Matt.  L  8.  three  kings  are 
sui^lied  in  the  genealc^,  and  yet  that  in  verse  17.  there  is  the 
number  ,/bYrrfe^,  which,  with  tlK>se  names  added,  becomes  incor- 
rect We  turn,  as  did  Dr.  Cureton  before  us,  to  the  text  of  this 
St.  Matthew.  We  find  the  two  passages  eu  Bar  Saiibi  described 
Aem,  in  all  their  marked  inecmsistency.  If  this  coincidence 
does  not  serve  to  identify  the  Curetcmian  Syriac  with  tiiat 
which  was  known  in  past  centuries  as  the  Syriac  version  from 
9L  Matthew's  own  Hebrew  or  Aram»an,  we  do  not  know  what 
would  suffice.  F<nr  this  is  not  a  mere  coincidence  of  a  few 
cited  words,  bnt  it  is  klentity  in  characteristic  readings,  and 
tbat,  too,  in  points  which  would  be  hardly  likely  to  be  found 
in  the  same  document.  Many  an  ancient  writing  has  been 
truthfully  identified  on  die  ground  of  a  dtation  for  less  mariced 
than  this ;  we  may,  therefore,  feel  moral  certainty  that  this  is 
tiie  St.  Matthew  referred  to  by  Bar  Saiibi,  and  we  may  listen 
req)eetfully  to  bis  testimcmy  as  to  its  origin. 

Let  all  points  be  weighed ;  let  the  probability  be  conndered 
that  the  eariiest  Syriac  version  was  made  when  St  Matthew's 
own  Hebrew  gospel  was  in  circulation  in  that  regbn ;  let  the 
pecuKar  title  be  borne  in  mind;  let  the  internal  character  of  tiie 
jdtraseology  be  studied.  All  this  may  establic^  a  strcmg  case ; 
and  then  let  ihe  testimony  and  identifying  citation  of  Bar  Saiibi 
be  added ;  and  thus,  we  believe,  will  the  ccmnderate  scholar  be 
brought,  step  by  step,  to  the  settied  ju^ment  t^at  this  St 
Mattiiew  is  refJly  sprung  from  the  Hebrew  (original  of  that 

In  studying  it  with  this  belief,  we  do  not  wish  to  overlook 
its  features  which  may  seem  to  militata  against  this  i^inion. 
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We  quite  acknowledge  that  in  this  one  copy  there  are  traces  of 
the  influence  of  the  Greek  gospel,  —  the  authoritative  version 
from  the  Hebrew,  as  we  believe,  —  that  there  are  more  modem 
elements  introduced ;  and  that  the  other  gospels  have  exercised 
a  perceptible  influence  on  the  transmission  and  present  readings 
of  this.  But  those  who  know  the  Peshito  of  the  Old  Testament, 
are  aware  that  the  readings  of  the  LXX  have  sometimes  in- 
fluenced the  text;  yet  who  doubts  that  it  was  made  from 
Hebrew  ?  The  case  is  analogous  to  that  of  this  St.  Matthew ; 
in  each  case  the  solution  shoiud  be  the  same. 

We  were  not  hasty  in  forming  our  conclusion.     It  was  long 
before  we  passed  from  the  r^on  of  probable  opinion  into  that 
of  settled  belief.     In  this  the  testimony  of  Bar  Salibi  aided  us 
greatly ;  and  to  all  Biblical  scholars  who  prefer  objective  facts 
^to  subjective  visions,  who  regard  the  testimony  of  ancients  that 
St.  Matthew  did  write  in  Hebrew,  more  highly  than  the  pe- 
remptory assertion  of  moderns  that  he  did  noty  do  we  commend 
the  consideration  of  the  subject.     We  believe  that  most  con- 
siderate readers  will  be  satisfied  that  Bar  Salibi's  testimony 
suffices  to  show  that  this  version  was  the  one  which  the  Syrians 
themselves  held  to  be  that  formed  from  the  Hebrew.     Their 
belief  on  the  subject  ought  to  be  taken  as  a  point  proved,  even  if 
any  hesitate  in  carrying  a  settled  judgment  any  farther.     In 
critical  use  we  must  remember  that  we  have  this  version  in  but 
one  MS.,  and  also  we  must  bear  in  mind  the  disturbances  to 
which  its  text  has  been  exposed.    We  do  not  rely  infallibly  on 
any  of  the  ancient  versions  from  the  Greek  as  they  have  come 
down  to  us ;  we  would  use  this  in  the  same  manner  in  which 
we  employ  those.     We  wish,  however,  to  point  out  that  the 
proved  value  of  the  Curetonian  Syriac  as  an  ancient  Christian 
monument,  shown  as  it  has  been  by  comparative  criticism,  is 
established  apart  from  the  opinions  which  may  be  formed  as  to 
the  origin  of  this  version  of  St.  Matthew.     If  that  be  ad- 
mitted, then  it  possesses  an  additional  value ;  but  even  those 
who  hesitate  on  that  subject  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
positions  previously  and  independently  demonstrated.     It  has 
been  Dr.  Cureton's  misfortune  to  be  a  discoverer,  and  thus  to 
be  exposed  to  the  assaults  of  those  who  do  not  wish  to  learn 
and  investigate  the  objective '  truth  of  facts.     But  if  this  has 
been  his  misfortune,  his  discoveries  have  been  at  least  to  the 
exceeding  benefit  of  others ;  and  this  will  remain,  we  doubt 
not,  long  after  the  attacks  of  ignorance  and  dogmatism  are 
forgotten,  or,  perhaps,  remembered  with  a  smile.     Many  literary 
monuments  have  been  brought  to  light  in  the  present  age,  but 
we  know  of  few  that  deserve  to  be  placed  in  comparison  with 
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this;  and  in  the  special  department  of  Biblical  leammg  we  may 
advisedly  say  that  we  know  of  none  equal  in  importance  and 
interest  to  this  version  of  the  Syriac  Gospels. 

The  fields  however,  of  Biblical  research  seems  to  be  by  no 
means   exhausted.     Professor  Tischendorf^   who  distinguished 
himself  about  eighteen  years  ago  as  the  decipherer  and  pub- 
lisher of  the  very  valuable  palimpsest  of  the  Greek  New  Tes- 
tament^ the  Codex  Ephraemi  at  Paris^  has  continued  his  labours 
in  the  same  department;   not  only  has  he  published  ancient 
Biblical  texts  (accomplishing  far  more  than  all  his  predecessors 
unitedly),  but  he  has  also  been  successful  as  the  discoverer  of 
predous  MSS.  previously  unknown ;  some  of  the  libraries  of 
tins  country  have  been  enriched  with  spoils  that  he  has  thus 
biou^t  from  the  Ektst.     His  repeated  visits  to  Egypt  and  the 
neighbouring  countries  have  been  productive  of  valuable  and 
remarkable  results.      We  cannot  now   particularise  the  dis- 
coveriee  which  he  formerly  made ;   we  have,  however,  taken 
some  pains  to  ascertain  a  few  points  relating  to  one,  the  mere 
rumour  of  which  has  of  late  peculiarly  interested  and  surprised 
both  Biblical  scholars  and  antiquaries. 

Professor  Tischendorf  s  visit  to  the  library  of  the  monastery 
of  Mount  Sinai,  several  years  ago,  was  productive  of  but  little 
result ;  and  he  heard  somewhat  incredulously  the  report  brought 
by  Major  Macdonald  that  the  special  treasures  of  that  library 
had  not  been  shown  him ;  indeed  there  were  persons  in  this  coun- 
try who  were  inclined  to  think  that  the  statements  were  too 
highly  coloured  which  that  officer  had  made. 

A  few  months  ago,  however,  Professor  Tischendorf  again 
went  in  the  employ  of  the  Emperor  of  Biissia  to  the  Convent 
of  St.  Catharine  at  Mount  Sinai,  to  examine  a  copy  of  the 
Scriptures  which  was  reported  to  be  there,  designated  as  the 
golden  MS.  (the  age  of  which  was  said  to  be  very  great),  and 
abo  to  investigate  the  other  treasures  of  antiquity  in  the  same 
library.  He  found  the  golden  MS.  to  be  less  ancient  than  he 
expected ;  he  was  able  to  negotiate  for  its  transmission  to  him 
to  collate  or  copy  at  Cairo,  and  then  for  its  transfer  for  suf- 
ficient consideration  to  the  Imperial  Library.  But  if  the 
golden  MS.  were  less  important  than  Professor  Tischendorf  had 
expected,  he  has  been  able  to  describe  another  Greek  MS.,  the 
value  of  which  can  hardly  be  estimated  too  highly,  if  the  reality 
at  all  resembles  the  accounts  in  circulation.  Professor  Tischen- 
dorf, in  writing  to  the  Saxon  Minister  Von  Falkenstein,  says 
that  this  MS.  is  of  the  fourth  century  (contemporaneous  there- 
fore with  the  Vatican  MS.),  that  it  contains  a  large  portion  of 
the  LXX,  namely  the  greater  part  of  the  Prophets,  Job,  Psalms, 
Proverbs,  Ecclesiasticus,  and  other  portions  of  the  Apocrypha, 
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ike  wMe  €f  the  New  Tenement,  foUowed  by  the  Greek  text  of 
the  E[»Btle  of  Barnabas^  and  a  portion  of  the  Shepherd  of 
Hermas.  The  number  of  leayee  is  stated  to  be  M6  of  a  large 
size.  It  is  elsewhere  mentioned  that  the  number  of  lines  in  the 
MS.  is  ab<Hit  132^000;  and  as  we  are  informed  from  yet 
another  souree  that  the  MS.  is  written  in  four  columns,  we  &dA 
that  there  must  be  generally  forty-eight  lines  in  eadb.  Those 
who  have  seen  the  'Codex  Fridenco-Augustanus/  discovered 
by  Professor  Tischendorf  several  years  ago^  or  the  beautifid 
lithographed  facrimile  published  imder  his  superintendence,  wiU 
at  once  see  that  this  newly  announced  MS.  so  thoroughly  coii^ 
cides  with  that  document,  that  they  are  either  portions  of  the 
same  MS.,  or  else  MSS.  of  precisely  the  same  <diaraoter.  The 
*  Codex  Frid^co- Augustanus '  has  stood  alone  as  divided  into 
four  columns.  Until  we  have  further  infonnation,  we  must 
suppose  that  Professor  Tiscbeidorf  has  obtained  another  and 
most  important  portion  of  the  'Codex  Friderico-Augustanns' 
itself.  Its  value  is  probably  as  great  in  the  New  Testament  as 
it  is  in  that  portion  of  the  LXX  which  has  been  available  for 
some  years  in  the  lithographed  faosimiku 

We  believe  that  no  statement  has  been  published  as  to  where 
this  MS.  was  obtained;  it  may  have  been  one  seen  by  former 
investigators  at  Mount  Sinei;  it  may  have  been  in  some 
Egyptian  monastery.  Professor  Tischendorf  has  always  spokea 
with  reserve  on  such  points,  intimating  that  too  definite  state- 
ments would  have  the  e&ct  of  firustrating  his  farther  f&> 
searches.  It  is  to  be  hoped  not  only  that  this  MS.  nuiy  be 
secured  for  some  European  library  in  which  it  may  be  freely 
examined,  but  also  that  it  may^be  published  by  the  discoverer  for 
the  use  of  all  Biblical  scholars.  The  information  that  we  have 
on  the  sulject  is  as  yet  indefinite  and  incomplete.* 

*  Terhaps  BibHeal  discoveries  may  yet  be  made,  even  in  weli- 
known  libraries.  Dr.  Paul  de  Lagarde,  of  Beriin,  drew  Dr.  Tre- 
gelles's  attention  a  few  months  ago  to  a  pahmpsest  MS.  of  part  of  St 
Luke's  gospel,  in  the  library  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 
This  MS.  was  brought  from  the  island  of  Zante  by  the  late  Grenend 
Macaulay  in  1820 ;  but  it  had  remained  unread  and  imused  until 
examined  by  Dr.  Tregelles,  who  ha8  deciphered  the  buried  writing 
and  prepared  the  text  for  publication.  The  readings  of  this  MS 
(designated  IS  for  purposes  of  critical  reference)  are  of  the  very  best 
character.  A  description  of  this  Codex  Zacyntfaius  iS  is  given  in 
'  The  Book  of  Bevelation,  trandated  from  the  ancient  Gre^  Text, 
'  &c,  by  Dr.  Tr^ielles,*  p.  77.  Whatever  critical  designation  may  be 
given  to  Prof.  Tischendorf 's  new  discovery  for  purposes  of  reference^ 
it  will  be  well  for .  it  to  be  observed  that  iS  had  been  previously 
appropriated. 
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AMf.  VIII.— 1.  Hiskny  of  the  Life  of  Arthur  Duke  of  WeUing- 
ion.  From  the  French  of  M.  Bbialhont,  Captain  on  die 
Staff  of  the  Belgian  Axtxxj.  Widi  emendationB  mA,  additions. 
By  Sev.  G.  R  Gleig,  Chafdain  General  to  the  Forcea. 
Yols.  L  and  II.    London :  1858. 

2«  Bktoire  de  la  Campapne  de  1815.  Par  lientenant-Colonel 
Chasbab.     2  Tols.     Bmxdles:  1858. 

3.  Supplementary  Despatches  and  Memoranda  of  Fieldmarshal 
the  Duke  of  Wellington^  KG.  India,  1797—1805.  Edited 
by  hifi  eon  the  Dnke  of  Wellington.  4  vols.  8vo.  London; 
1858. 

4.  RecoUeetians.    By  Samuel  BoGEBS.     London:  1859. 

XX^Hii^  the  predilections  and  antipathies  which  are  strength- 
ened  by  life  and  action  neeessorily  lose  in  death  and  by 
liBae  the  sharpness  of  their  contrast,  the  events  of  the  last  six 
years  hoFre,  in  the  instance  of  the  Dnke  of  Wellington,  served 
to  wear  away  a  habit  of  indiscriminate  panegyric  in  this 
eoontvy^  and  to  cahn  on  inveterate  animosity  in  France. 
That  period  has  been  marked  by  a  great  change  in  the  Con- 
tinental relations  whid!i  he  contribnted  to  form,  by  a  fresh 
dBvergenee  from  the  domestic  policy  which  he  upheld,  imd  by 
the  idUance  of  this  nation  with  the  dymsfy  which  it  was  th^ 
diief  object  of  his  military  career  to  overthrow.  It  is  probable^ 
tberefore,  that,  in  the  interval,  the  proportions  of  some  monn- 
meHts  of  his  European  policy  may  have  shrunk  away,  that  in 
this  coimtry  some  errors  of  statesmanship  may  have  risen  more 
dearty  into  view,  and  that  in  France  some  atonement  may 
have  been  accepted  in  the  Second  Empire  for  the  deepest  and 
most  rapid  humiliation  of  a  great  military  power  since  the 
Cartha^nian  rule  was  stamped  out  on  the  field  of  Zama.  But 
unless  we  are  widely  misled,  the  tendency  of  this  change  is 
rather  to  nose  than  to  depress  the  general  view  of  the  Duke 
of  WdHngton's  character  in  Europe. 

The  works  of  Captain  Brialmont  and  Colonel  Charras  are  the 
first  elabcwate  and  £spassionate  criticisms  of  the  Duke's  military 
career  that  have  appeared  in  continental  literature.  Neither, 
indeed,  of  these  writers  is  an  officer  of  the  Empire.  M.  Brial- 
mont, the  author  of  the  Biography,  is  a  captain  on  the  staff  of 
Ac  Belgian  army ;  and  M.  Charras,  who  has  published  a  work 
in  three  volumes  on  a  campmgn  of  three  days,  lives  at  Brussels 
a  French  exile.     The  value  of  such  writings  must,  of  course,  be 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


192  Brialmont's  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  July, 

determined,  not  by  extrinsic  circumstances  of  authorship  and 
publication,  but  by  their  own  internal  merits.  Nevertheless, 
there  is  a  strong  tendency  in  Paris  to  depreciate  Colonel  Char- 
ras  on  the  ground  of  a  presumptive  hostility  to  the  Bonapartee. 
If  the  incident  of  exile  at  this  day  be  deemed  inconsistent  with  a 
just  view  of  the  strategy  of  the  first  Napoleon,  on  the  other  hand 
it  must  be  borne  in  mmd  that  the  most  dispassionate  conclusions 
prejudicial  to  his  memory  would  not  now  be  permitted  to  the 
French  press.  We  must  choose,  therefore,  between  French 
criticisms  published  in  similar  circumstances,  or  no  criticisms 
at  all  tending  to  discredit  the  traditions  on  which  the  existing 
Empire  has  been  re-established. 

Mr.  Gleig  has  both  translated  M.  Brialmont's  Life  of  the 
Duke,  and  has  added  to  the  narrative  from  his  own  knowledge. 
The  English  edition  is  therefore  a  joint  work.  The  French  bio- 
grapher has  written  the  military  details  with  which  a  civilian  can 
hardly  be  thoroughly  acquainted,  and  the  English  biographer  has 
introduced  political  and  domestic  incidents  which  few  foreigners 
could  supply.  This  or  some  other  division  of  labour  was  neces- 
sary, unless  such  a  writer  as  Sir  William  Napier  once  was, 
were  ready  to  assume  the  double  task.  Mr.  Gleig,  accordingly, 
was  justified  in  his  adoption  of  a  course  which  gives  us  at  any 
rate  one  tolerable  history  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  without 
compromising  the  views  of  either  author,  in  place  of  two  emi- 
nently defective  histories  which  those  authors  would  singly  have 
written.  Had  he  translated  such  a  biography  by  Soult  or  Tal- 
leyrand, he  would  no  doubt  have  rendered  it  intact,  because  the 
public,  though  interested  in  the  truth,  would  have  been  more 
interested  in  the  views  of  Soult  or  Talleyrand,  in  which  they 
would  hardly  expect  to  discover  truth.  Captain  Brialmont,  on 
the  contrary,  comes  forward  as  an  unbiassed  foreign  author  pre- 
viously unknown,  and  the  staple  of  the  English  edition  remains 
his  own.  The  two  first  volumes  of  the  work  are  at  present 
before  us ;  the  third  volume  will  contain  Mr.  Gleig's  narrative 
of  the  Duke's  Life  subsequent  to  the  close  of  his  military 
career;  and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  no  publication  of 
equal  ipterest  and  authority  has  yet  appeared  on  this  truly 
national  subject. 

Nevertheless^  this  obviously  cannot  form  the  permanent  record 
of  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  Such  a  life  as  his  was  almost 
equally  public  and  private.  The  former  is  not  yet  completely 
before  the  world ;  the  latter  is  still  very  imperfectly  known. 
It  is  strange  that  of  all  the  writings  on  the  Peninsular  War, 
not  one  gives  us  much  more  insight  into  the  private  life  of 
Wellington  during  nearly  six  years  passed  as  much  in  inaction 
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as  in  hostilities,  than  the  literature  of  antiquity  has  thrown  upon 
the  private  life  of  Hannibal  in  Italy.  M.  Brialmont,  whose 
biography  is  a  military  biography,  does  not  attempt  to  fill 
lliis  void.  The  required  information  must  be  sought  from 
tiie  Duke's  associates  and  from  his  correspondence.  His  prin- 
cipal associates,  indeed,  are  already  dead ;  but  the  sensitiveness 
of  survivors  and  successors  long  postpones  the  publication  of 
confidential  correspondence.  We  have  as  yet  no  Life,  that 
<^an  be  called  a  Life,  of  Mr.  Canning,  who  died  a  quarter 
of  a  century  before  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  We  have  but 
just  seen  the  papers  of  Mr.  Fox,  who  died  twenty  years 
•earlier;  and  even  his  Life  is  not  yet  complete.  It  is  possible 
that  the  materials  for  a  complete  biography  may  never  be  col- 
lected. When  a  great  general  survives  his  campaigns  by  nearly 
forty  years,  he  ought  to  turn  autobiographer.  Had  the  Duke 
done  so,  he  would  have  left  us  a  record  invaluable  for  its  simple 
truth;  and,  indeed,  that  portion  of  his  military  despatches 
which  was  published  by  Colonel  Gurwood  does,  in  some  degree, 
supply  the  deficiency :  but  the  whole  collection  is  of  far  greater 
extent,  and  many  of  the  most  important  documents  were  with- 
held by  the  discretion  of  the  Duke  himself.  But  it  can  hardly 
be  doubted  that  these  additional  despatches,  (one  early  portion 
of  which  the  present  Duke  has  just  given  to  the  world,)  as 
well  as  the  Duke's  private  correspondenoe,  not  now  accessible, 
will  h  ereafter  be  forthcoming. 

M.  Brialmont  assims  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington  the  second 
place  in  the  generakhip  of  his  age,  and  we  should  hardly  per- 
haps quarrel  with  a  conclusion  drawn  with  exemplary  candour, 
were  it  not  arrived  at  after  ascribing  too  much  to  the  com- 
mander, and  too  little  to  the  army;  for  if  such  results  were 
attained  with  means  so  insignificant,  it  would  be  hard  to  point 
out  in  any  age  the  Duke's  equal.  This  error  (as  Mr.  Gleig  has 
already  indicated)  arises  from  too  literal  an  acceptation  of 
despatches,  in  which  the  Duke  wrote,  as  it  was  his  habit  tp 
«p^k,  more  strongly  than  he  calmly  thought,  and  which  some- 
times remind  us  of  the  vehemence  of  that  Sir  Charles  Napier, 
whom,  in  contradistinction  to  other  heroes  of  that  celebrated 
race,  it  seems  necessary  to  term  Napier  Asiaticus.  M.  Brial- 
mont's  view  of  the  high  public  principles  of  his  hero  are  hardly 
\ts&  novel  in  the  French  language  than  his  candid  strategic 
eriticisni.  M.  Charras,  equally  without  bias,  has  dissipated  the 
fictions  of  the  St.  Helena  Memoirs.  We  have  here  a  striking 
contrast  to  the  systematic  misrepresentation  of  those  French 
writers  who  for  the  last  forty  years,  in  dealing  with  the  former 
enemies  of  their  country,  have  laboured  to  surpass  the  elaborate 
voi#.  ex.  KO.  CCXXIII.  o 
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falsehoods  of  the  memoirs  and  histories  of  the  Boman  Be- 
public. 

It  is  not  dilBScult  to  detect  the  causes  of  the  extreme  indis- 
position,  which  has  long  appeared,  to  do  justice  to  the  Duke  of 
Wellington's  memory  in  France.  That  he  defeated  Napoleon 
himself  in  the  last  contest  is  but  one  of  many  reasons.  No  re- 
Yolutionary  career  breathed  stronger  military  instincts,  or  fiercer 
national  antipathies,  than  the  French.  None  arose  with  grander 
predictions  and  closed  in  worse  disaster.  It  was  consecrated  in 
the  national  mind  by  the  principle  of  liberty  which  it  at  first 
embodied,  and  the  speedy  loss  of  that  liberty  is  condoned  in 
retrospect  by  a  sense  of  the  glory  for  which  it  was  exchanged. 
The  still  vivid  tradition  of  its  triumphs  extinguishes  and  sur- 
vives the  tradition  of  the  misery  which  attended  those  triumphs. 
By  a  strange  but  characteristic  inaccuracy  of  mental  vision, 
the  Bepublic  and  the  Empire  are  viewed  fis  homc^eneous  parts 
of  the  Eevolution,  jointly  representing  the  twin  aspirations  of 
the  national  mind,  the  domestic  freedom  of  the  people  and  the 
military  glory  of  the  nation.  It  was  a  necessary  sequence  to 
such  a  natural  though  illogical  train  of  thought  to  associate  the 
general  who  restored  the  Bourbon  monarchy  with  the  overthrow 
of  the  first  principles  of  the  Bevolution.  ^ 

The  rancour  reserved  for  the  Duke  exceeded  his  pro- 
portion in  the  victories  of  the  restoration.  Over  him  no 
battles  had  been  reciprocally  gained.  If  Schwarzenberg  tri- 
umphed at  Leipsic,  he  had  just  before  been  routed  at  Dres- 
den ;  if  Blucher  succeeded  at  Montmartre,  he  had  just  before 
been  beaten  on  the  Mame.  Wellington,  too,  by  his  pre- 
eminence, represented  England  in  the  popular  view  much 
more  distinctly  than  Schwarzenberg  or  Blucher  could  repre- 
sent Germany;  and  independently  of  Waterloo,  the  French 
military  jealousy  of  this  country  greatly  exceeded  that  jealousy 
of  Austria  or  Prussia.  Austerlitz  and  Auerstadt  might  well 
fortify  French  pride  against  the  reverses  of  1814.  But  there 
was  no  single  set-off  against  the  victories  of  Wellington  in  any 
engagement  with  the  English  arms. 

The  Duke,  also,  was  equally  identified  with  the  return  of  this 
country  to  the  rank  of  a  military  power.  As  he  renewed  by 
land  that  series  of  defeats  which  the  French  had  already  sus- 
tained by  sea,  he  destroyed  the  complacent  theory  of  the  pre- 
ponderance of  either  Power  on  its  own  alleged  element.  It 
was  as  bitter  a  reverse  to  the  French  that  their  armies 
should  be  beaten  at  Salamanca  and  Yittoria,  as  it  would  have 
been  to  ourselves  had  our  fleets  been  defeated  |tt  the  Nile  and 
Trafalgar. 
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This  ground  of  antipathy  may  be  permanent  and  inevitable, 
but  M.  BriaImont*8  work  is  certainly  calculated  to  dissipate  the 
superficial  association  of  the  Duke  with  the  suppression  of  the 
RcToIution  itself.  We  must,  indeed,  merge  facts  in  sentiment 
to  be  oblivious  of  the  immense  change  in  events  between  the 
victories  won  by  France  in  the  name  of  the  Republic,  and  the 
victories  won  by  Wellington  in  the  name  of  the  monarchy.  In 
tbat  interval,  the  French  champions  of  European  liberty  not 
only  lost  their  own  liberty  under  a  despotii^m  of  their  own ;  but, 
by  the  instrumentality  of  that  despotism,  they  had  extended  the 
oppression  under  which  they  laboured  to  the  very  nations  they 
had  professed  to  free.  There  had  been  added  therefore  to 
the  undue  authority  of  Government  over  people,  the  unnatural 
IJiraldom  of  race  over  race.  It  was  not  only  that  freedom, 
unattained  by  France  for  foreign  nations,  had  been  lost  by  that 
nation  herself;  the  same  despotism  that  had  usurped  at  Paris 
usurped  beyond  the  Alps,  beyond  the  Pyrenees,  and  beyond 
the  Rhine.  The  honest  but  mistaken  zeal  of  t^e  first  Repub- 
licans to  diffuse  the  freedom  they  thought  they  had  secured  for 
their  own  country,  had  grown  into  an  iron  centralisation 
which  represented  nothing  but  indigence,  tyranny,  and  rapine 
from  the  banks  of  the  Niemen  to  the  straits  of  Gibraltar  and 
Messina. 

It  was  this  principle  —  not  the  principle  of  the  Revolution  — 
that  Wellington  was  brought  forth  to  combat.  The  antagonist 
of  Napoleon,  he  was  in  no  sense  the  antagonist  of  the  prin- 
ciples represented  by  the  victories  of  Dumouriez.  He  is  de- 
scribed, indeed,  by  Byron  with  some  truth,  as  the  ^  repairer  of 

*  Legitimacy's  crutch,'  and  he  took  the  field  in  1815  in  support 
of  the  principles  of  a  General  Congress,  which  is  happily  likened 
by  Lord  John  Russell  to  an  ^  assembly  of  mediaeval  barons  con- 

*  vened  to  agree  on  the  disposal  of  their  serfs.'  But  France 
at  any  rate  obtained  from  the  restoration  a  qualified  freedom 
which  had  been  unknown  since  the  fall  of  the  Directory,  as  well 
as  a  state  of  peace  unknown  since  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, The  astute  policy  of  the  Hundred  days  revived,  indeed,  the 
tradition  of  Napoleon's  connexion  with  the  Republican  party ; 
but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  Napoleon  had  succeeded  at 
Waterloo,  the  Republicans  would  at  once  have  been  turned 
adrift. 

Hence  the  want  of  originality  in  the  political  design  of  the 
wars  which  the  Duke  of  Wellington  carried  out  is  another  ex- 
trinsic ground  of  his  disadvantageous  comparison  with  Napoleon. 
This  contrast,  overdrawn  perhaps  in  itself,  is  apt  to  lead  (o 
false  deductions.     A  comparison  of  the  capacity  of  different 
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generals  can  of  course  only  be  drawn  subject  to  a  comparison 
of  their  opportunities.  Any  such  emprize  as  that  of  Napoleon 
was  obviously  beyond  the  scope  of  Wellington's  mission.  Na- 
poleon rose  by  his  own  genius  and  energy  to  a  position 
without  example  for  ten  centuries,  because  no  prescription,  no 
institutions,  and  no  morality  existed  to  limit  the  success  of  his 
genius  and  energy.  Wellington,  aided  by  his  connexions  not 
much  further  than  to  afford  him  the  scope  of  action  which 
such  a  Revolution  would  in  itself  have  afforded,  was  restrained 
not  more  by  his  own  disposition,  than  by  that  prescription, 
those  institutions,  and  that  morality,  which  were  wanting  in 
France.  A  vast  difference  in  achievement  must  therefore  have 
been  predicated  in  the  abstract  between  the  general  at  liberty 
to  construct  on  the  face  of  Europe  the  castles  he  had  already 
built  in  the  air,  and  the  general  who  took  the  field  to  restore 
the  status  quo  ante  bellum. 

Though  it  is  with  Napoleon  that  nearly  all  comparisons  of  the 
Duke's  military  genius  have  been  drawn,  yet  it  is  precisely  be- 
tween the  Duke  and  Napoleon  that  comparisons  are  most  diflS- 
cult ;  for  (if  we  except  the  early  Italian  campaigns  of  Bona- 
parte in  the  last  century)  no  tWo  great  generals  ever  based 
their  tactics  on  a  wider  aissimilarity  of  means.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  criticise  the  strategy  of  a  commander  who,  before  the 
battle  of  Vittoiia,  could  never  bring  50,000  troops  into  the  field, 
by  the  strategy  of  a  commander  who,  after  losing  an  army  of 
400,000  men  in  a  single  winter,  could  recross  the  Bhine  with 
another  army  of  400,000  men  in  the  following  summer.  It  is 
clear  that  if  Wellington  could  have  levied  troops  at  his  will,  he 
would  not  have  retreated  before  the  legions  of  Massena  in  1809; 
and  that  if  he  had  held  authority  at  the  English  War  Office,  he 
would  not  have  been  forced  to  retire  from  Burgos  for  want  of  a 
siege  train.  It  will  be  acknowledged  also  that  the  generals  to 
whom  he  was  opposed  were  chiefly  of  a  very  different  character 
to  those  over  whom  Napoleon  triumphed,  and  that  he  could 
never  have  captured  Badajos  on  the  terms  on  which  Napoleon 
captured  Ulm.  Napoleon,  if  we  except  his  victories  oVer  Blucher 
and  the  Archduke  Charles,  certainly  never  defeated  a  single 
commander  of  even  second-class  eminence,  and  his  most 
brilliant  successes  were  obtained  over  such  generals  as  Melas 
and  Mack,  the  Emperor  Alexander  at  Austerlitz,  and  the  Duke 
of  Brunswick  at  Jena. 

In  comparing  the  campaigns  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  with 
those  of  other  generals,  it  is  hardly  less  necessary  to  bear  in 
mind  the  nature  of  the  military  organisation  with  which  each 
has  acted,  and  to  which  each  has  been  opposed.'    There  can  be  no 
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doubt  that  most  of  the  great  captains  of  continental  history,  though 
the  imagination  is  more  apt  to  be  led  captive  by  the  wide  theatre 
of  their  operations  than  by  those  of  our  own  countrymen,  pos- 
sessed in  this  respect  great  advantages.  The  chief  victories  of 
the  Roman  Empire  and  of  the  Koman  Republic,  if  we  except 
the  Punic  wars,  were  gaiped  by  a  vast  superiority  of  military 
organisation.  In  modem  times,  Charles  the  Fifth  possessed 
an  inherited  sovereignty  of  three  empires.  Charles  of  Sweden 
gained  victories  over  a  people  who  were  to  the  Swedes  nearly 
what  the  Gauls  of  the  age  of  Cassar  were  to  the  Romans. 
Gustavus  and  Wallenstein  scarcely  conducted  their  brilliant 
campaigns  under  any  very  marked  inequality  of  means  and 
opportumties.  Cond^,  Turenne,  and  Vendome,  who  rarely 
met  generals  of  celebrity,  fought  also  in  the  name  of  the  most 
powerful,  and  the  most  military,  state  of  Europe.  But  the 
only  men  we  can  call  to  mind  who,  with  a  striking  inequality 
of  means  and  opposed  to  a  superior  military  organisation  and  a 
nation  of  warriors,  successively  struck  down  the  greatest  generals 
of  their  respective  ages,  were  Hannibal  and  Wellington. 

Before  we  consider,  with  the  aid  of  information  imparted  by 
the  works  before  us,  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  character,  let  us 
glance  at  the  light  which  they  throw  on  the  manner  in  which 
Siat  character  was  formed.  The  Duke's  talents  seem  never  to 
have  developed  themselves  until  some  practical  and  active  field 
for  their  display  was  placed  immediately  before  him.  Perhaps, 
indeed,  like  many  other  great  men,  so  far  as  we  can  judge 
of  them,  he  really  did  not  in  very  early  life  possess  talents ; 
for  men  of  eminence  might  be  pointed  out  who,  as  boys, 
and  even  at  twenty,  were  remarkable  for  positive  stupi- 
dity. Be  this  as  it  may,  he  was  long  described  by  his  Spartan 
mother,  who  thought  him  a  dunce,  as  only  *  food  for  powder.' 
He  gained  no  sort  of  distinction  either  at  Eton  or  at  the  French 
Military  Collie  of  Angers ;  at  eighteen  he  got  his  commission, 
at  twenty-one  he  became  member  for  Trim  in  the  Irish  parlia- 
ment ;  he  was  at  the  same  time  aide-de-camp  to  Lord  Camden, 
then  Lford-lieuteiiant,  and  down  to  twenty-five  all  that  we 
learn  of  his  career  in  the  Senate  and  at  Court  is,  that  he 
was  an  ordinary  man  of  the  world,  who  got  more  than  ordinarily 
into  debt.  Such  was  Arthur  Wellesley,  at  an  age  at  which 
most  characters  are  formed.  Not  a  single  political  suggestion 
is  recorded  of  his  parliamentary  life,  at  an  age  at  which  the 
younger  Pitt  had  been  prime  minister ;  nor  a  single  military 
suggestion  of  his  life  in  the  army  at  an  age  at  which  Cond6  had 
gained  half  his  fame. 

But  at    that  juncture  his  regiment  was   ordered  to  join 
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the  Duke  of  York's  expedition  to  the  Low  Countries.  He 
at  once  threw  away  all  the  joyous  frivolity  of  the  vice- 
regal lodge>  and  being  thrown  to  the  rear  of  a  retreating 
army^  hotly  pursued  by  the  French  through  a  flat  country,  in 
which  the  frost  rendered  even  the  passage  of  rivers  indefensible, 
he  appears  to  have  protected  the  movements  of  his  own  army, 
amid  every  circumstance  of  misery,  with  extraordinary  vigour 
and  judgment  This  striking  instance  of  ability,  evolved  by 
the  first  necessity  for  its  display,  is  thought  by  Colonel  Gurwood 
to  have  influenced  his  subsequent  appointments. 

Nearly  the  same  contrast  presents  itself  in  the  Duke's  life  for 
the  three  following  years.  Mr.  Gleig  has  inserted  in  the  bio- 
graphy an  interesting  letter  signed  *  A.  Wesley,'  in  which  the 
future  Duke,  on  his  return  from  Holland,  requests  Lord  Camden 
to  give  him  a  civil  office  in  one  of  the  revenue  departments,  for 
which  he  proposed  to  exchange  his  prospects  in  the  army.  He 
was  then  as  nearly  retiring  from  his  service  as  Nelson  was  on 
another  occasion.  His  military  ambition,  if  he  ever  entertfuned 
any,  which  there  is  nothing  to  show>  had  entirely  escaped  him. 
But  no  sooner  does  he  reach  India,  two  years  afterwards,  in  a 
field  of  energy  again,  than  we  find  him  actively  engaged  in  the 
affairs  of  the  army,  and  not  less  occupied  during  peace  in  pro- 
moting administrative  and  material  reforms.  The  activity  of 
Arthur  Wellesley  from  the  moment  that  he  reached  India,  is 
strikingly  shown  in  the  *  Supplementary  Despatches,'  which  are 
now  published.  These  incidents  equally  imply  that  while 
he  was  greatly  indebted  to  nature,  he  was  under  very  slight 
obligations  to  example. 

The  only  mental  characteristic  which  Mr.  Gleig  is  able  to 
assign  to  the  Duke  in  very  early  life,  is  that  of  being  remark- 
ably observant  and  discriminating,  in  spite  of  desultory  habits 
and  a  careless  manner. 

*He  was  addicted,'  Mr.  Gleig  writes,  *in  early  life  to  a  habit 
which  adhered  to  him  in  extreme  old  age,  that  of  making  himself 
acquainted  in  all  manner  of  odd  ways  with  everything  worth  notice 
which  passed  around  him.  No  exhibition  of  a  new  discovery,  no 
display  of  ingenuity  or  skill,  be  it  ever  so  absurdly  applied,  failed  to 
number  him  among  its  investigators ;  and  he  was  not  only  quick  in 
calculating  and  drawing  inferences,  but  in  a  marked  degree  addicted 
to  both  practices.  Indeed,  the  writer  of  this  paragraph  has  more 
than  once  heard  him  say  that  "  he  considered  the  power  of  rapid  and 
*'  correct  calculation  to  be  his  special  talejit;  and  that  if  circumstances 
"  had  not  made  him  a  soldier,  he  would  have  probably  become  dis- 
**  tinguished  in  public  life  as  a  financier." ' 

Much  has  been  said  touching  the  advantages  which  Wellesley 
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clerived  from  his  connexions.     We  come  upon  M.  Brialmont's 
remark^   *  TTiat  Mr.  Wellesley's  promotion  (until  he  became 

*  colonel)  went  on  with  great  rapidity ;  and  it  is  past  dispute 
^  that  he  neither  earned,  nor  had  any  opportunity  of  earning  it, 

*  by  the  display  of  conspicuous  military  talent  in  the  field.'    It 
appears  that  he  ro§e  from  ensign  to  colonel  in  nine  years,  that 
lie  was  lieutenant-colonel  at  twenty-four  and  full  colonel  at 
twenty-seven.     If  we  except  the  latter  promotion,  which  his 
services  in  Holland  deserved,  this  criticism  may  be  just ;  but 
M.  Brialmont  forgets  the   system  of  promotion  by  purchase 
under-  which  WeUesley  rose.     The  Duke  also  became  major^ 
general  at  thirty-three.     This  promotion,  again,  was  no  more 
than  a  ^Eur  reward  for  his  services  at  Seringapatam.     In  its 
capture  he  had  probably  had  an  equal  share  with  Harris,  his 
commander-in-chief,  who  had  been  made  a  peer.     At  the  same 
time  many  persevering  officers  would  have  been  neglected  in 
those  days  but  for  family  influence.     The  appointment  of  his 
brother  to  be  Governor-general  but  a  few  months  after  he  went 
to  India,  was  one  of  the  luckiest  coincidences  that  ever  fell  to 
the  fortune  of  an  ambitious  officer.     Lord  Momington  placed 
every  advantage  in  his  way.     On  one  occasion  he  gave  him, 
when  only  a  colonel,  an  even  invidious  preference  over  Sir  David 
Baird,  a  general  officer,  by  investing  him  with  the  governorship 
of  S^ngapatam ;  and  favouritism  was  loudly  complained  of  in 
the  camp.     But  one  of  the  results  of  the  publication  of  the 
Duke's  Indian  despatches,  is  that  of  showing  that  Lord  Mom- 
ington's  desire  to  aid  his  brother  coincided  with  an  extraordinary 
confidence  in  him.     No  one  can  read  the  correspondence  inter- 
changed between  the  two  brothers,  and  resist  the  conviction  that 
when  the  Governor-general  entrusted  Colonel  Wellesley  with  an 
important   civil  or  military   charge,   he  did  so  in   the   belief 
that   no  one  else  could  execute  it   better.     Probably   Lord 
Caatlereagh   placed  Wellesley  in  command  of  the  force  sent 
to  Portugal  in  1808,  because  he  was  the  brother  of  a  Tory 
marquis  as  well  as  because  he  was  victor  of  Assaye.     Castle- 
reagh's  selection  of  agents  for  other  appointments  was  certainly 
not  tempered  with  judgment;  and  M.  Brialmont's  assumption 
may  be  true,  that  Wellesley's  connexions  alone  enabled  him  to 
weather  the  popular  storm  which  broke  indiscriminately  over 
the  heads  of  the  subscribers  to  the  convention  of  Cintra.     But 
it  is  obvious  that  such  advantages  were  but  opportunities  for  the 
play  of  abilities,  put  by  those,  very  opportunities  to  the  fiercest 
trial. 

If  there  was  favouritism  in  the  earlier  stages  of  his  career, 
he  expiated  it  by  the  difficulties  he  had  to  encounter.     Viewed 
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by  the  light  of  our  national  history,  the  fame  of  Wellingt<w» 
assumes  larger  proportions  than  if  it  be  compared  and  judged 
of  solely  by  the  military  annals  of  continental  states.  He 
came  forward  in  an  age  of  English  oratory  and  an  age  of 
English  naval  victory,  to  represent,  in  his  own  person,  an  age 
of  English  generalship.  For  a  whole  century  no  considerable- 
success  had  been  attained  by  the  British  armies  in  Europe,  and 
each  of  our  military  undertakings  on  that  continent  during  the 
French  war  had  deplorably  failed.  In  India  and  in  Egypt  only 
had  any  military  success  been  gained.  The  Duke  of  York  had 
been  sent  with  an  army  to  Holland,  Lord  Cathcart  had  been 
sent  with  another  army  to  Hanover,  Lord  Chatham  had  been 
sent  with  a  third  army  to  Walcheren,  Sir  John  Moore  had  been 
sent  with  a  fourth  army  to  Sweden,  and  finally  to  the  Penin- 
sula; and  the  expedition  to  Copenhagen  in  1807,  in  which 
Wellesley  held  a  conspicuous  command,  was  the  first  break 
upon  habitual  misfortune.  Well-chosen  expeditions  under  in- 
competent commanders,  and  ill-chosen  expeditions  under  tolera- 
ble commanders,  had  naturally  produced  a  common  result. 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  while  Napo- 
leon's campaigns  were  usually  conducted  in  a  hostile  countxy, 
those  of  Wellington  were  chiefly  conducted  in  a  country  nomi- 
nally friendly,  and  at  any  rate  less  hostile  to  him  than  to  hia 
opponents.  When  we  read,  for  instance,  M.  Brialmont's  state- 
ment that  on  one  occasion  it  was  found  impossible  to  transmit 
a  French  military  despatch  between  two  of  the  Peninsular 
armies  without  an  escort  of  4000  men,  we  are  forced  to  conclude 
that,  in  spite  of  the  difficulties  sustained  by  the  English  troops, 
those  experienced  by  the  French  largely  exceeded  them.  In- 
deed it  is  only  on  this  supposition  that  we  can  account  for  the 
successes  of  the  Duke  over  an  immense  inequality  of  numbers 
which  no  genius  could  singly  countervail. 

Much  has  been  said  by  French  writers,  and  even  by  M.  Brial- 
mont,  on  the  divisions  prevailing  between  the  marshals  in  com- 
mand of  the  French  Peninsular  armies.  It  is  certain,  however, 
that  these  divisions  were  not  equal  to  the  divisions  between  the 
armies  of  the  allies.  Moreover,  if  such  divisions  as  those  of 
Soult  and  Marmont  in  the  Peninsula,  which  facilitated  the 
triumph  of  WelHngton  at  Salamanca,  are  introduced  into  a  direct 
comparison  between  him  and  Napoleon,  such  divisions  as  those 
of  the  Archdukes  Charles  and  John,  which  produced  the  triumph 
of  Napoleon  at  Wagram,  must  not.be  forgotten. 

The  new  light  which  has  been  thrown  on  the  Indian  cam- 
paigns of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  tends  to  destroy  his  associa- 
tion with  that  cautious  policy  which  is  popularly  held  to  form 
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his  essential  contrast  with  Napoleon.     A  comprehensive  view 

of  bis  whole  military  career  warrants  the  conclusion  that^  instead 

of  his  tactics  being  confined  within  very  cautious  preconceptions, 

they  were  so  elastic  as  to  adapt  themselves  to  whatever  enemy 

he  had  to  deal  with.     No  campaign  in  history  exhibits  more 

caution  than  tiiat  in  which  he  opposed  the  French  army,  led  by 

the  astute  Massena  into  Fortu^  in  1809.     Yet  no  movements 

are  bolder  and  more  rapid  than  those  which  he  carried  out 

against  the  Mahratta  princes.     Fabius  and  Marcellus,  it  was 

his  great  merit  that  he  knew  precisely  when  to  be  Fabius  and 

when  to  be  Marcellus.     What  strikes  us  in  the  breadth  of  this 

contrast  is  the  unerring  judgment  which  enabled  him  to  adapt 

his  own  operations  with  the  force  and  capacity  and  resolution 

of  each  enemy. 

The  rapidity  of  his  marches  in  the  East,  and  the  odds  against 
which  he  fought,  are  equally  remarkable.  The  Duke  told 
Mr.  Bogers  that  once  in  India  he  marched  his  troops  seventy- 
two  miles  in  one  day.  Of  his  pursuit  of  Dhoondiah,  a  new 
Hyder  Ali,  who  was  attempting  the  overthrow  of  the  British 
rule  in  1800,  M.  Brialmont  says,  *  Wellesley  moved  all  this 

*  while  with  a  degree  of  rapidity  of  which  there  had  been 

*  nb  previous  example  in  India.  His  troops  made  from  twenty- 
'  five  to  thirty  miles  a  day  under  a  burning  sun,  and  through 
^  a  succession  of  arid  and  sandy  plains.     But  the  enemy  re- 

*  treated  with  not  less  celerity  on  his  approach,  and  appeared 

*  determined  to  protract  the  war  to  the  uttermost.'  At  length 
Wellesley,  when  with  only  a  part  of  his  force,  comes  up  with 
Dhoondiah,  who  has  5000  horse.     Wellesley,  who  has  ^four 

*  weak  cavalry  regiments  (the  number  of  which  is  not  computed) 
'  charges  the  enemy  without  awaiting  the  rest  of  his  own  force, 

*  kills  Dhoondiah  in  action,  and  disperses  his  army.'  On  another 
occasion  Wellesley  learns  that  Amrat  Rao  is  about  to  evacuate 
Poonah,  and  to  set  it  on  fire  before  he  quits  it.  Wellesley 
instantly  divides  his  force,  marches  upon  Poonah,  sixty  miles 
distant,  with  only  400  cavalry,  compasses  the  sixty  miles  through 
a  difficult  country  in  thirty  hours,  comes  suddenly  before  Poonah 
and  delivers  it.  These  are  fair  instances  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  Duke's  minor  expeditions  were  conducted,  though  they 
simply  afibrd  evidence  of  rapidity  and  vigour. 

Wellington's  principal  Indian  victories  were  the  result  of  the 
same  precipitation.  Take  the  battle  of  Argaum.  At  this  place 
Scindia  and  the  Bajah  of  Berar  were  posted  with  40,000  men, 
on  ground  of  their  own  choice.  On  the  morning  of  the  battle, 
Wellesley 's  army,  14,000  troops  and  4000  irregular  horse,  was 
twenty-six  miles  from  Scindia's  camp.     This  distance,  more 
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than  a  day's  march  in  a  European  climate,  was  made  under  a 
burning  sun,  and  when   Wellesley's   army   reached   Argaum, 

*  night,'  says  M.  Brialmont,  *  was  fast  approaching.'  It  may  be 
questioned  whether  even  Charles  of  Sweden,  after  a  forced 
march  in  the  tropics,  which  must  have  exhausted  his  whole 
army,  and  especially  the  European  troops  on  whom  the  chief 
reliance  was  commonly  placed,  would  have  ventured  on  the  attack 
of  an  encamped  army  of  4Q,000  men.  But  the  impetuous 
Arthur  Wellesley  would  not  brook  a  moment's  delay.  He  gave 
battle  on  the  instant,  along  a  line  extending  for  five  miles, 
with  a  water-course  intervening  between  him  and  his  enemy. 
*At  the  first  discharge  three  battalions  of  Sepovs,'  writes 
M.  Brialmont,  *  were  token  by  a  sudden  panic  and  fled.'  Wel- 
lesley contrived  to  restore  order,  as  he  afterwards  restored  order 
in  similar  circumstances  at  Talavera,  and  declared  that,  *  if  he 
^  had  not  been  there,  he  was  convinced  the  day  would  have 

*  gone  against  us.'  He  drove  the  enemy  from  the  field,  cap- 
tured all  their  artillery,  a  large  part  of  their  baggage,  camels, 
and  elephants,  pursued  them,  in  spite  both  of  the  march  and  the 
battle,  during  several  hours  of  moonlight,  and  dismounted  at 
midnight  from  the  horse  he  had  ridden  since  sunrise. 

Take  next  the  battle  of  Assay  e.  This  battle  was  fought 'as 
a  necessity  arising  out  of  a  species  of  surprise,  as  Ai^um  was 
fought  in  self-confident  precipitation.  It  is  agreed  that  the 
Mahratta  army  numbered  50,000,  and  every  other  writer  than 
Sir  A.  Alison,  who  computes  Wellesley's  army  at  8000,  com- 
putes that  army  at  4500,  of  whom  1500  only  were  Europeans. 
The  Mahrattas  had  128  guns  and  the  Anglo-Sepoys  had  seven- 
teen. Wellesley,  while  acting  on  the  offensive,  suddenly  found 
himself  in  presence  of  the  whole  Mahratta  army,  drawn  up  in 
a  strong  position.  He  judged  that  retreat  would  be  as  disas- 
trous as  a  defeat  in  action,  and  at  once  gave  battle,  in  his  own 
language,  as  *  a  desperate  expedient.'  Victory,  long  contended 
for  on  both  sides,  and  at  one  time  nearly  lost  to  the  English, 
turned  at  length  in  their  favour ;  the  Mahratta  army  was  routed, 
and  most  of  its  artillery  remained  in  Wellesley's  hands.  M. 
Brialmont  shows  that  the  alleged  design  of  a  part  of  the 
Mahratta  army  to  betray  their  chief  in  battle,  and  Wellesley's 
alleged  fore-knowledge  of  it,  are  equally  contrary  to  all  the 
authoritative  evidence  which  exists.  *  General  Wellesley,'  he 
adds,  *  whose  veracity  cannot  be  questioned,  and  who  in  his 

*  correspondence  carries  frankness  so  far  as  to  reveal  errors  with 

*  which  nobody  else  would  have  thought  of  charging  him,  asserts 
^  that  Scindia's  infantry  fought  well,  and  defended  its  cannon  to 

*  the  hast  extremity.' 
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If  either  of  these  battles  had  been  lost  to  the  English^  Wei- 
lesley  would  at  once  have  been  disgraced  as  a  rash  general, 
anfit  to  be  trusted  with  command.  Nor  would  it,  in  that 
event,  have  been  easy  to  defend  him  against  such  a  chai^ ; 
and  the  detail  of  botii  actions  shows  that  the  enemy's  force 
was  long  nicely  pobed  against  his  own  skilL  Albuquerque 
and  Clive  before  Wellesley's  day,  and  after  Wellesley's 
day  Napier  and  Havelock,  have  fought  battles  against  equal 
odds.  But  the  defeated  armies  of  Ormus  and  of  Plassey  were 
not  possessed  of  the  same  organisation  with  the  defeated 
armies  of  Assaye  and  Argaum ;  nor  do  they  appear  to  have 
yielded  to  troops,  like  th^  of  Wellesley,  oyermarohed  in  the 
one  case  and  surprised  in  the  other.  And  whatever  judgment 
may  be  formed  of  later  victories  on  the  Indus  and  the  Ganges, 
the  victories  of  Wellesley  were  certwily  the  glorious  precedents 
whidi  mainly  established  the  prestige  of  British  military  enter- 
prise and  invincibility  in  the  East. 

If  the  Duke  of  Wellington  is  justly  characterised  in  his 
European  campaigns  as  a  general  pre-eminently  cautious,  it  is 
clear,  then,  that  he  was  not  cautious  by  predisposition.  Many 
drcomstances  which  M.  Brialmont  brings  to  view  will  suggest 
to  the  most  hasty  reader,  that  much  of  that  caution  which  has 
been  set  down  even  for  timidity,  was  more  political  than  strategic 
A  single  reverse  threatened  to  terminate  the  English  share  in 
the  Peninsular  war.  Cintra,  in  fact,  in  spite  of  Vimiera,  very 
nearly  did  so.  From  first  to  last,  Wellington,  with  only  an  in- 
secure derivative  authority  from  home,  had  no  support  but  in 
his  own  genius.  All  the  consolation  that  he  got  from  Castle- 
reach,  as  Minister  of  War,  after  his  success  at  Talavera,  was, 
^  Tve  are  powerless ;  be  prudent,  and  above  all  run  no  risks.' 
All  the  st^fastness  with  which  he  imbued  Lord  Liverpool,  just 
after  he  had  agidn  freed  Portugal  in  1810,  was  casually  revealed 
to  him  in  a  despatch  of  that  minister  to  one  of  Wellington's 
sobordinates,  beginning,  <  As  it  is  probable  that  the  British 
'army  will  embark  in  September  1'  The  Whig  party  in  oppo- 
sition, who,  when  briefly  in  office  during  1806  and  part  of  1807, 
had  done  more  than  the  Tories,  in  their  whole  career,  to  reor- 
ganise the  arnnF,  found  it  impossible  at  one  time  to  discriminate 
between  the  thwarted  commander  and  the  incapacity  of  the 
administration.  The  English  Government  had  neither  the 
moral  courage  to  support  the  general,  nor  the  vigour  to  supply 
bis  army.  The  Portuguese  Regency  intrigued  against  him,  the 
Spuiish  Juntas  mistrusted  him,  the  Spanish  generals  deceived 
mm.  The  Archduke  Charles  harassed  by  a  military  council  too 
distant  to  follow  his  operations,  Marlborough  controlled  by  im- 
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pertinent  Dutch  civilians  on  the  field  ignorant  of  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  warfare,  Raglan  anticipated  and  criticised  with  some 
show  of  plausibility  by  newspaper  correspondents  whom  the 
first  Napoleon  would  have  surely  hung^  Varro  compelled^  in 
the  face  of  the  Carthaginian  army^  to  share  the  command  with 
^milius  on  alternate  days^  scarcely  experienced  such  difiScul- 
ties  as  these.  A  battle  lost,  or  a  retreat  not  crowned  ultimately 
with  triumph,  Talavera  or  Torres  Vedras  reversed,  and  all  would 
have  been  over. 

It  appears  to  us  that  the  character  of  caution  has  been  im- 
pressed upon  the  Duke's  motives  much  more  deeply  than  his 
tactics  warrant.  It  is  very  certain  that  the  tactics  of  his 
Peninsular  opponents,  all  pupils  in  the  school  of  Napoleon, 
and  the  chief  instruments  with  which  Napoleon's  most  amaz- 
ing strokes  were  dealt  out,  were  characterised  by  incomparably 
more  caution  than  his  own.  Except  as  against  the  half-disci-  • 
plined  troops  of  Spain,  no  bold  measure  is  recorded  of  any 
one  of  the  French  marshals.  BecoUect  how  ruefully  M.  Thiers 
admits  the  French  armies  concentrated  on  the  footsteps  of  the 
retreating  allies  under  Wellington  in  1812,  to  have  mustered 
nearly  double  those  allies,  when  they  did  not  ofier  to  invade 
Portugal.  In  no  instance  did  the  French  armies  act  on  the 
offensive  against  the  Duke  without  a  great  numerical  superi- 
ority, with  the  exception  of  Waterloo,  and  there  they  lost  all 
in  the  incredibly  short  period  of  three  days.  In  no  instance 
did  the  Duke  decline  the  offensive  but  when  his  numbers  were 
greatly  inferior,  and  he  is  even  censured  by  Napier  for  rashness 
in  engaging  Massena  at  Fuentes  Onoro. 

Analyse  for  a  moment  the  Duke's  principles  of  defensive  and 
offensive  war.  Torres.  Vedras  and  Waterloo  will  best  illustrate 
the  former;  the  Indian  campaigns  and  the  Peninsular  campaigns 
of  1809,  1812,  and  1813,  are  the  most  striking  instances  of  the 
latter.  We  must  deal,  however,  separately  with  Waterloo,  in 
justice  to  the  length  to  which  that  subject  has  been  treated  by 
MM.  Charras  ana  Brialmont.  Let  us  take  first  the  Duke  of 
Wellington's  offensive  strategy. 

There  is  quite  enough  of  rapidity  in  the  Duke's  Peninsular 
tactics  to  identify  their  author  with  the  conqueror  of  the 
Mahrattas.  His  first  campaign  in  Portugal  was  spoilt,  indeed, 
by  the  senseless  intervention  of  Burrard  and  Dalrymple* 
But  it  happens  that  in  the  next,  in  which  he  was  free  to  act 
after  his  own  judgment,  he  is  censured,  by  nearly  every 
French  writer  on  that  war,  for  the  rashness  of  his  opera- 
tions. When  he  landed  at  Coimbra  in  May,  1809,  he  was 
threatened  with    hostilities  in  two  distinct  quarters.      Two 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1859.        Brialmont's  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Wellingtoru  205 

French  marshals  had  just  annihilated  two  armies  in  Portuc^al 
and  in  the  west  of  Spain,  on  two  successive  days.  Victor,  with 
16,000  men,  had  destroyed  on  the  28th  of  March  Cuesta's  army 
of  25,000,  the  greater  part  of  whom,  by  his  own  admission,  he 
had  butchered  with  extraordinary  barbarity.  Soidt,  with  20,000, 
had  captured  Oporto  on  the  29th  from  a  force  of  40,000  Portu- 
guese, who  were  mostly  dispersed  by  the  attack.  Six  weeks 
afiter  the  west  of  the  Peninsula  had  been  thus  left  defenceless 
by  the  slaughter  or  dispersion  of  two  armies,  Wellington  found 
himself  at  Coimbra  with  25,000  of  all  nations  and  of  all 
arms*  He  resolved  to  strike  at  once  at  both  enemies  in  succession. 
Soult,  with  20,000  French  veterans,  was  in  quiet  possession  of 
Oporto,  defended  against  Wellesley  by  the  mouth  of  the  Douro 
in  his  iVont,  and  the  strong  tract  of  Tras-os-Montes  on  his  flank. 
Wellesley  sent  one-third  of  his  army  through  Tras-os-Montes, 
and  marched  on  the  Douro  with  16,000,  resolving  to  cross 
the  river  at  once  in  front  and  flank  of  Soult,  as  Hannibal  passed 
the  Rhone  in  front  and  flank  of  the  Gaulish  army.  Capturing 
four  undefended  barges,  as  the  Carthaginian  constructed  rafts, 
ho  made  the  passage  at  two  points,  turned  and  expelled  the 
astonished  French  army,  who  had  looked  on  such  a  manoeuvre 
as  impossible.  Meanwhile  Victor  was  concentrating  on  the 
Tagus  an  army  which  in  July  mustered  50,000,  and,  but  for  a 
division  of  authority,  would  have  numbered  70,000.  Wellesley 
jomed  Cuesta,  marched  to  anticipate  their  union,  and  crush 
Victor's  army  corps  by  corps.  This  design  was  in  part  thwarted 
by  the  refusal  of  Cuesta  to  co-operate  until  after  the  con- 
centration of  the  French ;  and  the  result  was  that  the  battle 
of  Talavera  was  fought  against  50,000  French  by  20,000 
English,  aided  by  30,000  Spaniards,  who  were  so  ineffi- 
cient that  one-third  of  them  took  instantly  to  flight  This 
battle,  as  nearly  lost  as  Assaye  and  Argaum  through  inferiority 
of  strength,  was  retrieved  by  the  same  presence  of  mind,  and 
seventeen  guns  remained  with  Wellesley  to  indicate  its  issue. 

Wellington,  indeed,  though  long  restrained  by  necessity 
within  defensive  tactics,  carried  on  ofiensive  war,  when  he 
once  assumed  it,  with  extraordinary  vigour.  It  was  thus 
that  in  1812  he  stormed  Ciudad  Kodrigo  in  eleven  days, 
ahnost  in  the  face  of  the  army  of  the  Duke  of  Ragusa ;  then 
marched  into  the  south,  in  twenty  days  stormed  Badajos,  almost 
in  the  face  of  the  army  of  the  Duke  of  Dalmatia ;  next  counter- 
marched into  the  north,  routed  Marmont's  army  at  Salamanca, 
with  40,000  men  threw  himself  into  Madrid,  still  encircled  by 
200,000  French,  finally  advanced  into  Asturias  and  laid  siege  to 
Burgos.     It  was  thus  that  in  1813  he  forced  the  French  to  a 
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decisive  battle  at  Vittoria,  which  transferred  the  dominion  of 
Spain  to  Ferdinand  from  150,000  foreign  troops,  within  three 
weeks  after  the  campaign  began. 

One  of  the  chief  characteristics  with  which  the  detail  of 
these  operations  seems  to  iovest  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  is 
the  celerity  and  secrecy  of  his  combinations.  He  con- 
centrated from  various  directions  and  in  mid  winter,  his 
whole  army  and  materiel  ia  front  of  Ciudad  Bodrigo,  and  stormed 
the  fortress  before  Marmont  had  time  to  concentrate  his  forces 
for  its  relief;  and,  in  1813,  while  Joseph  and  his  marshals 
were  assuming  the  probability  of  his  continued  inaction, 
he  suddenly  brought  80,000  men  to  converge  on  either  bank  of 
the  Douro,  which  instantaneously  destroyed  the  elaborate  defences 
of  the  French.  Another  characteristic  rests  in  the  desperate 
expedients  which  he  would  adopt  in  moments  of  emergency. 
In  defiance  of  the  recognised  principles  of  war,  he  supplanted  the 
engineering  operations,  while  still  incomplete,  before  Bodrigo  and 
B^ajos,  by  a  murderous  storming,  lest  the  advancing  Frendi 
armies  should  raise  the  siege.  A  third  characteristic  is  to  be  found 
in  the  sudden  inspirations  by  which  he  realised  preconcerted 
schemes.  It  was  thus  that  the  battle  of  Salamanca  was  the  reso- 
lution of  an  instant,  and  that,  as  the  opportunity  arose,  he  changed 
in  a  moment  the  preparations  he  was  dictating  for  retreat  in  order 
to  secure  provisions,  into  what  has  been  termed  ^  the  beating  of 
'  forty  thousand  men  in  forty  minutes.'  An  hour  after  his  ar- 
rangements had  been  in  progress  for  retreat,  he  was  in  full 
march  on  Madrid.  No  other  general  was  probably  at  once  so 
elaborate  in  his  designs  and  so  spontaneous  in  his  resolves.  The 
Duke,  too,  from  the  greatest  incident  to  the  smaUest,  never  lost  an 
opportunity.  The  general  who  won  Waterloo  and  Salamanca  by 
an  instantaneous  change  from  defendve  to  offensive  tactics,  was 
also  the  general  who,  when  he  had  driven  the  French  army  out 
of  Oporto  by  a  surprise,  quietly  sat  down  to  eat  Marshal  Soult'a 
breakfast  * 

On  the  other  hand,  certain  criticisms,  whatever  they  may 
be  worth,  on  the  Duke's  tactics,  even  in  offensive  war,  cannot 
be  disputed.  His  first  attempt  often  failed,  though  he  singu- 
larly effiu^ed  failure  by  success  in  the  same  design,  almost  in 
every  instance.  He  retreated  from  before  Badajos  in  1811, 
but  he  carried  it  in  1812.  He  retreated  from  before  Burgos  in 
1812,  but  it  was  evacuated  on  his  approach  in  1813.  He  failed 
to  force  Madrid  by  Talavera  in  1809,  but  he  forced  it  by  Sala- 
manca three  years  afterwards.  It  is  acknowledged  that  his  means, 
in  the  first  instances,  were  inadequate  to  success,  and  that  success 
in  the  second  instances  was  chiefly  the  result  of  his  own  energy. 
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The  French  condemn  the. Duke  for  remaining  five  weeks  before 
Surges  with  no  other  means  of  capture  than  by  blockade ;  but 
lie  had  found  Ciudad  Bodrigo^  which  he  had  just  before  stormed, 
sliort  of  provisions,  and  the  greatest  of  all  the  captains  of  antiquity 
lay  for  eight  months  before  Saguntum.     He  is  also  criticised  for 
oompleting  the  long  si^e  of  St.  Sebastian  before  he  drove  Soult 
through  the  Pyrenees;  and  his  resolution  not  to  leave  a  hostile 
fortress  in  his  rear  is,  perhaps,  the  chief  instance  of  his  caution 
in  conducting  offensive  war.     He  is  charged,  by  M.  Brialmont, 
with  compromising  the  retreat  of  his  army  in  1809  ;  by  Napier, 
as  we  have  said,  for  rashly  engaging  at  Fuentes  OBoro.     But 
the  results  may  be  held  to  prove  that  he  never  got  into  diffi- 
culties without  knowing  how  to  get  out  of  them. 
Let  us  now  glance  at  the  Duke's  defensive  strategy. 
The  cardinal  point  of  contrast  between  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton and  every  odier  general  of  equal  eminence,  appears  to  us  to 
rest  in  his  simultaneous  preconception  of  a  plan  of  offensive  and 
of  defensive  tactics.     He  thus  .passed  from  one  to  the  other  in 
nearly  equal  reliance  on  ultimate  victory.     A  confusion  of  his 
two  distinct  systems  of  warfare  has,  perhaps,  exaggerated  his 
character  for  caution  in  offensive  war.     Here  is  certainly  his 
most  conspicuous  originality.     This  characteristic  is  expressed 
in  the  fine  antithesis  of  Lord  Brougham:  ^Mighty  captain, 
^who  never  advanced  but  to  be  victorious;  mightier  captain, 
*  who  never  retreated  but  to  eclipse  the  glory  of  his  advance.' 
Torres  Vedras  and  Waterloo,  as  we  have  said,  are  the  chief 
instances  of  his  defensive  tactics ;  and  their  striking  merit  rests 
in  the  manner  in  which  they  served  the  ends  of  the  most 
vigorous  strokes  of  active  war.     They  were  marked  less  by  the 
object  of  recoiling  from  the  danger,  than  by  that  of  disabling 
the  antagonist.     Indeed,  it  is  to  be  doubted  whether  the  term 
'defensive  war'  is  correctly  applied  to  tactics  which,  though 
never  played  out  but  from  necessity,  were  nevertheless  con- 
certed before  the  necessity  arose,  as  a  less  direct  road  to  viqtory. 
Li  this  respect  Wellington  certcdnly  deserves  much  more  than 
Soult  the  title  of  *  vieux  reynard.' 

If  we  take  singly  the  instance  of  Torres  Vedras,  we  are 
equally  struck  by  the  military  foresight  which  conceived,  and 
the  moral  ascendancy  which  executed,  that  campaign,  A 
general  flushed  by  victory  at  Oporto,  about  to  enter  on  the 
campaign  of  Talavera,  aware  that  the  Austrian  war  had  suspended 
the  increase  of  the  French  legions  in  the  Peninsula ;  and  yet 
anticipating  his  offensive  movements  by  the  fortification  of  a 
chain  of  hills  enclosing  but  Lisbon  and  a  few  square  miles  of 
territory  in  the  angle  formed  by  the  sea  and  the  Tagus ;  pre- 
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pared,  if  necessary,  to  retreat  within  those  lines,  not  only  with 
his  army,  but  with  the  mass  of  the  Portuguese  population  inter- 
vening between  them  and  the  frontier;  prepared  even  to  lay 
waste  and  desolate  the  friendly  territory  through  which  his 
enemy  would  follow  him ;  prepared  to  rest  on  the  basis  of  the 
sea  and  depend  upon  maritime  supplies,  thus  devising  the  starva- 
tion of  the  very  enemy  which  professed  to  blockade  him,  and 
within  a  few  months  forced  withal  to  carry  out  the  tactics  he 
had  designed^  must  certainly  gain  credit  for  an  extraordinary 
prevision  of  contingencies  which  came  to  pass.  And  few  other 
commanders  could  have  gained  the  acquiescence  of  a  people  in 
the  voluntary  sacrifice  of  their  hearths.  We  readily  concur 
with  Mr.  Gleig  that  no  achievement  of  Wellington  is  so  brilliant 
as  Napoleon's  passage  of  the  Alps  in  1800;  but  it  will  perhaps 
be  allowed  that,  as  3iat  passage  indicated  the  extreme  of  military 
self-reliance,  Torres  Vedras  indicated  the  extreme  of  military 
foresight. 

Colonel  Charras  has  treated  the  Waterloo  campaign, — the 
other  principal,  instance  of  the  Duke's  defensive  strat^y, — with 
a  care  and  precision  which  call  for  its  discussion  by  ourselves 
in  some  detail  Captain  Brialmont  has  dealt  with  it,  with 
less  elaboration  indeed,  but  with  equal  justice,  and  Mr.  Gleig 
has  published  at  the  end  of  the  bio^phy  a  memorandum  by 
the  Duke  himself,  written  in  vindication  of  hb  tactics  with  ex- 
traordinary perspicuity  and  force.  These  writings  form  a  fair 
criticism  on  the  misstatements  of  Napoleon,  of  the  French  me- 
moir writers,  and  on  the  history  by  General  Clausewitz  who 
claims  for  the  Prussians  the  chief  part  of  the  credit  which  the 
French  will  assign  to  neither  of  the  allies.  Nearly  every 
other  controversy  in  regard  to  the  campaigns  of  that  age 
has .  been  set  at  rest.  But  the  Waterloo  campaign  remains 
almost  as  active  a  problem  as  when  Napoleon  was  dictating  to 
his  generals  at  Longwood. 

The  battle  of  Waterloo  has  been  commonly  described  as  a 
battle  not  of  strategy  but  of  force,  yet  it  happens  that  nearly 
every  movement  in  the  campaign  is  made  a  ground  of  strategic 
criticism.  A  great  number  of  contradictor  impeachments 
have  been  brought  against  the  tactics  of  the  Duke.  By  some 
he  is  criticised  for  making  defensive  war,  and  for  awaiting 
attack.  By  others,  for  not  pursumg  tactics  yet  more  defensive, 
for  not  awaiting  the  co-operation  of  the  armies  beyond  the 
Rhine.  He  is,  again,  charged — and  by  M.  Charras  among 
the  rest  —  with  too  widely  extending  his  cantonments,  with 
thus  rendering. the  rapid  concentration  of  his  army  impossible, 
and  with  exposing  it  to  the  danger  of  being  beaten  in  detail. 
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At  Waterloo  itself  he  is  criticised  for  fighting  with  the  forest 
of  Soignies  in  his  rear^and  for  undue  reliance  on  the  contingent 
if  not  illusory  co-operation  of  the  Prussians.  The  Austrians, 
after  Austerlitz^  were  wisely  content  with  being  beaten^  and 
offered  no  such  unremitting  strictures  on  their  victors,  in  a 
campaign  which  Napoleon  acknowledges  to  have  involved  great 
hazard  to  himself.  But  the  French  have  failed  to  remember 
that^  unless  they  can  prove  the  issue  of  Waterloo  to  have  been 
independent  of  the  strategy  of  the  allied  commanders,  every 
depreciation  of  those  commanders  involves  a  corresponding 
depreciation  of  their  own  chief. 

The  questions  in  dispute  lie,  after  all,  in  very  narrow 
compass.  Let  it  be  once  acknowledged  that  the  Duke  and 
Sliicher  were  compelled  on  the  one  hand  to  remain  on  the  de-< 
fensive,  and  on  the  other  were  authorised  to  make  a  stand  in 
advance  of  Brussels  in  order  both  to  maintain  their  communi- 
cations with  England  and  Germany,  and  to  defend  the  chief 
cities  of  the  Low  Countnes  from  the  enemy.  It  then  follows  that 
it  was  their  duty  first  to  guard  all  the  great  roads  by  which 
these  cities  and  those  communications  could  be  threatened,  and, 
secondly,  to  concentrate  the  bulk  of  their  force  upon  the  line  by 
which  they  actually  were  threatened.  It  is  not  disputed  that 
the  two  allied  armies  were  so  cantoned,  on  the  15th  of  June, 
as  to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy  on  any  one  of  those  lines, 
and  it  is  matter  of  history  that  on  the  night  of  the  18th  the 
two  armies  were  concentrated  at  Waterloo  to  the  number  of  per- 
haps 140,000. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington's  Memorandum  is  the  best  exponent 
of  the  necessity  of  the  two  allied  armies  for  waging  defensive* 
war.  It  is  true  that  the  forces  nominally  constituting  those 
armies  numbered  220,000,  while  the  invading  French  army  did» 
not  exceed  130,000.  But  while  not  more  than  three-fourths  of  ^ 
the  allied  armies  were  actually  available  in  the  field  even  in 
Belgium,  the  force  with  which  they  could  have  invaded  France 
(before  a  decisive  battle  had  been  fought)  would  have  been  still 
less.  The  numbers,  on  the  other  hand,  which  the  French  could 
have  opposed  to  them  in  their  own  territory,,  would  have  been 
considerably  greater  than  those  with  which  they  entered  Bel- 
gium. Moreover  the  army  in  command  of  the  Duke  was  very^ 
inferior  in  organisation  to  the  French,  which  was  composed  of 
veterans.  The  Hanoverian  troops  were  chiefly  militia,  the 
Belgians  would  rarely  cross  swords  or  bayonets  with  the  French, 
and  the  British,  in  themselves  only  30,000,  were  principally 
^ther  recruits  or  militiamen.  M.  Charras,  indeed,  describes 
our  own  soldiers  as  Peninsular  veterans ;  but  the  bulk  of  our 
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Peninsular  army  had  been  sent  across  the  Atlantic  after  the 
peace  of  1814, 

In  Mr.  Kogers'  KecoUections  of  the  Conversation  of  Eminent 
Men^  recently  published  in  a  small  volume  by  one  of  his 
nephews,  we  find  some  interesting  and  authentic  particulars 
collected  from  the  Duke's  own  lips.     Thus  he  said : — 

'  At  Waterloo,  Bonaparte  had  the  finest  army  he  ever  commanded ; 
and  everything  up  to  the  onset  must  have  turned  out  as  he  wished. 
Indeed  he  could  not  have  expected  to  beat  the  Prussians,  as  he  did  at 
Ligny,  in  four  hours.  But  two  such  armies  as  those  at  Waterloo 
have  seldom  met,  if  I  may  judge  from  what  they  did  on  that  day. 
It  was  a  battle  of  giants  !  a  battle  of  giants !  Many  of  my  troops 
were  new ;  but  the  new  fight  well,  though  they  manoeuvre  ill  —  better 
perhaps  than  many  who  have  fought  and  bled.  As  to  the  way  in 
which  some  of  our  ensigns  and  lieutenants  braved  danger — the  boys 
just  come  from  school  —  it  exceeds  all  belief.  They  ran  as  at 
cricket.'     {Rogers^  EecoUections,  p.  208.) 

The  Duke,  then,  maintains  that  the  initiative,  up  to  the  15th 
of  June,  rested  with  the  enemy  —  first,  because  the  allies,  if 
they  had  taken  the  offensive,  would  have  been  inferior  to  the 
French  in  the  field;  secondly,  because  they  could  not  have 
assumed  it  without  th'e  means,  which  in  the  face  of  the  enemy 
they  obviously  had  not,  for  simultaneously  laying  si^e  to 
several  of  the  strong  fortresses  on  the  French  frontier;  and 
thirdly,  because  they  were  designed  to  cover  the  advance  of  the 
other  allied  armies.  The  war  being  thus  defensive  on  their 
part,  the  next  disputed  question  arises,  whether  battle  was  to 
be  hazarded  in  advance  of  Brussels  ?  It  is  here  alleged  by  the 
Duke  that  the  alternative  to  such  a  battle  was  both  to  surrender 
the  coast  line,  and  with  it  the  communication  with  £ngland,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  to  surrender  the  cities  and 
resources  of  Belgium 'to  the  enemy,  and  to  encounter  the 
adverse  moral  impression  which  would  arise  from  an  abandon- 
ment of  kingdoms  created  by  the  Congress  of  Vienna.  Perhaps 
a  yet  stronger  argument  may  be  found  in  the  fact  (which  the 
Duke  does  not  notice)  that  his  resolve  to  offer  decisive  battle  at 
Waterloo  was  based  on  a  reasonable  expectation  —  which  by 
misadventure  was  not  realised  until  the  close  of  the  day  —  of 
bringing  double  the  number  into  the  field  which  Napoleon 
could  there  array  against  him. 

Almost  innumerable  strictures  have  been  offered  on  the  man- 
ner in  which  these  general  principles  were  carried  out.  M. 
Charras  himself  adds  to  their  number,  while  he  freely  criticiees 
those  offered  by  Napoleon  on  the  same  points.  The  St.  Helena 
Memoirs  must  be  acknowledged  by  candid  readers  to  be  in 
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great  degree  their  own  refatation^  and  we  shall  confine  our- 
selves to  the  arguments  of  M.  Charras  and  others  who  have 
written  without  apparent  bias.  M.  Charras  entirely  miscon^ 
ceives  the  scope  of  the  Duke's  defensive  liabilities.  He  describes 
him  as  contemplating  attack  by  two  lines  only ;  and  arguing  on 
this  basis^  he  censures  the  extension  of  his  army  over  twenty 
leagues  in  front,  and  twenty  leagues  in  depth.  He  refers  this 
dispersion  to  a  difficulty  of  supply ;  he  next  shows  that  such  a 
difficulty  was  at  any  rate  surmountable  —  and  all  this  proved^ 
how  is  the  Duke  to  escape  his  censure  ? 

The  Duke,  on  the  contrary,  shows  in  his  Memorandum,  that 
as  the  enemy  held  a  position  in  which  his  fortresses  con- 
cealed his  movements  until  the  last  moment,  so  it  was  neces- 
sary to  guard  each  line  of  attack  in  order  to  be  able  to  concen- 
trate on  the  line  chosen  by  him.  Now,  instead  of  there  being 
but  two  such  lines  of  attack,  the  Duke  enumerates  not  less  than 
five  principal  lines,  and  every  map  of  that  period  will  show  that 
the  allied  positions  in  advance  of  Brussels  might  have  been 
threatened  by  other  lines.  Each  of  those  mentioned  by  the 
Duke  (which  Sir  A.  Alison,  by  the  way,  has  described  as  *  by- 

*  ways ')  were  great  roads  adapted  to  the  rapid  passage  of  artil- 
lery, and  ill  defended  by  the  field  works  which  had  hastily  been 
thrown  up.  The  censure  oflered  by  M.  Charras  is  thus  far, 
therefore,  founded  in  error;  and  in  blaming  also /dispositions 
extended  twenty  leagues  in  depth,  he  forgets  that  Antwerp  was 
the  Duke's  necessary  base,  though  in  point  of  fact  very  few 
troops  were  stationed  in  the  rear  of  Brussels. 

M.  Charras's  next  position  is,  that  at  any  rate  the  cantonments 
were  too  wide  to  admit  of  the  acknowledged  necessity  of  rapid 
concentration,  since  it  took  twenty-four  hours  to  concentrate 
one  half  of  the  Duke's  force,  and  two  days  to  concentrate  the 
bulk  of  it.  The  Duke  has  anticipated  this  criticism  also.  He 
flhows^  what,  indeed,  is  well-known  fact,  that  he  was  in  line  at 
Quatrebras  in  sufficient  time,  and  with  sufficient  force,  to  drive 
back  the  enemy  in  his  attack  of  the  16tL  If  Bliicher  had 
maintained  himself  at  Ligny  on  that  day,  Wellington  would 
have  done  the  same  at  Quatrebras,  and  the  two  generals  would 
probably  have  given  decisive  battle  on  that  parallel  line  with 
fully  150,000  men,  on  the  17th.  The  Duke  considered  the 
Prussian  Marshal  in  force  sufficient  to  have  done  so ;  his  num- 
bers were  about  equal  to  those  brought  against  him;  and 
the  Duke  detected  the  vicious  disposition  of  the  Prussian 
army  immediately  before    the  action  at  Ligny.     ^  If  I  am 

*  not  much  mistaken,'  he  said  when  he  had  ridden  back  to 
Quatrebras,  ^  the  Prussians  Will  get  an  awful  thrashing  to-day.' 
He  then  described  their  exposure  to  the  French  artillery. 
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Lord  Hardinge  says  in  Mr.  Kogers'  Recollections : — 

*  Before  the  battle  of  Ligny,  in  whicli  I  lost  my  arm  before  noon, 
T^liicher,  thinking  that  the  French  were  gathering  more  and  more 
against  him,  requested  that  I  would  go  and  solicit  the  Duke  for  some 
assistance.  I  set  out ;  but  I  had  not  proceeded  far  for  the  purpose^ 
when  I  saw  a  party  of  horse  coming  towards  me ;  and  observing  tbey 
had  short  tails,  I  knew  at  once  that  they  were  English,  and  soon  dis* 
tinguished  the  Duke,  He  was  on  his  way  to  the  Prussian  head- 
quarters, thinking  that  they  might  want  some  assistance,  and  he  in- 
stantly gave  directions  for  a  supply  of  cavalry.  "  How  are  they  form- 
"  ing  ?  "  he  inquired.  "  In  column,  not  in  line,"  I  replied.  "  The 
"  Prussian  soldier,**  says  Bliicher,  "  will  not  stand  in  line."  "  Then 
"the  artillery  will  play  upon  them,  and  they  will  be  beaten  damnably.** 
So  fhey  were.'     {Rogers  Recollections^  p.  214.) 

It  requires,  therefore,  no  national  predilection  to  acknow- 
ledge that  a  battle  was  preconcerted  by  the  Duke  on  this  paralld 
with  a  probability  of  success  to  both  the  allied  armies,  which 
was  disturbed  by  incidents  beyond  the  Duke's  control.  That 
this  expectation  was  disappointed,  was  no  doubt  a  point  gained 
by  Napoleon,  and  he  is  of  course  entitled  to  the  merit  of  forcing 
the  allies  to  retire  by  defeating  the  Prussian  army.  But  Napo- 
leon could  neither  prevent  the  allies  from  falling  back  on  an- 
other concerted  parallel,  nor  from  making  a  decisive  junction 
upon  it.  Wellington,  it  is  said,  exposed  himself  to  the  con- 
tingency of  fifteen  hours  of  battle  on  the  18th,  before  the 
Prussians  arrived  in  force.  But  it  appears  that,  had  not  a 
fire  broken  out  at  Wavre  on  that  morning,  the  Prussians,  due 
at  noon,  would  not  have  been  very  unpunctual,  notwithstanding 
the  condition  of  the  roads.  Napoleon  accordingly  is  censured 
by  M.  Brialmont  for  losing  four  hours,  since  his  officers  of 
artillery  declared  it  possible  to  manoeuvre  guns  at  eight,  and  he 
did  not  begin  battle  until  noon.  Those  who  maintain  that  this 
delay  caused  the  loss  of  Waterloo  to  the  French,  are  forced  to 
acknowledge  with  M.  Brialmont  that  Napoleon  did  not  foresee 
the  junction  of  the  two  armies  on  that  field.  They,  therefore, 
who  assert  that  the  Duke  might  have  been  beaten  by  a  more 
rapid  attack,  acknowledge  that  the  Duke  in  fact  outgeneralled 
Napoleon  in  that  junction  of  all  arms  which  formed  the  consum- 
mation of  the  Duke's  strategy. 

The  assertion  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  was  surprised  by- 
die  irruption  of  the  French,  falls  therefore  to  the  ground. 
Every  preparation  of  which  time  admitted  was  complete,  and 
no  movement  could  be  made  until  Napoleon  had  indicated  its 
direction.  The  Duke's  correspondence  previous  to  the  15th  in- 
timates an  expectation  of  attack.     The  only  colour  which  couhJ 
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be  given  to  the  hypothesis  of  a  surprise  with  many  commanders, 
is  drawn  from  the  coincidence  of  the  military  attendance  at  the 
Duchess  of  Richmond's  ball  on  the  night  of  the  15th.  But 
the  Duke  knew  of  the  attack  on  Charleroi  some  hours  before 
the  ball  began,  and'  those  best  acquainted  with  his  character 
iw^ould  here  draw  the  very  contmry  conclusion.  With  him, 
tliere  was  never  relaxation  till  every  duty  was  discharged.  A 
carious  illustration  of  this  habit  was  told  us  by  an  English 
statesman,  who  had  it  from  General  Alava.  On  the  night 
previous  to  one  of  the  Duke's  Peninsular  victories,  another 
efficer  came  up  to  Alava  and  asked  in  much  alarm,  ^  What 

*  will  become  of  us  ?     We  shall  have  a  great  battle  to-morrow, 

*  and  Lord  Wellington  is  doing  nothing  but  flirting  with  Ma- 
^  dame  de  Quintana  V  *  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it,'  replied 
Alava,  *if  we  are  to  have  a  great  battle  to-morrow;  for  it  is 
^  quite  certain  that  all  his  arrangements  are  made,  if  he  is  flirt- 

*  ing  with  Madame  de  Quintana.' 

The  tactics  of  Napoleon  are  at  least  as  freely  criticised  as 
those  of  the  Duke.  It  is  singular  that  a  general  whose  aim  was 
to  destroy  cither  enemy  by  a  coup  de  main,  is  censured  for  a 
want  of  due  activity.  This  criticism  has  never  been  answered. 
It  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands  that  Grouchy  received  no 
orders,  until  after  noon  on  the  17  th,  to  pursue  the  Prussians 
defeated  before  sunset  on  the  I6th ;  and  an  order  from  Napoleon 
to  Ney,  dated  noon  on  the  17th,  requiring  him  to  stand  on  the 
defensive  at  Quatrebras  until  fresh  troops  arrived,  shows  that 
Wellington  up  to  that  time  had  concealed  from  him  his  retreat 
on  Waterloo.  The  French  pursuit  is  described  as  very  languid. 
Kapoleon  asserts  in  his  Memoirs  that  he  despatched  two  cou- 
riers to  Grouchy  during  the  night  of  the  17  th,  ordering  him  to 
Biarch  on  Waterloo  with  part  of  his  force  in  any  event,  and 
with  the  rest  so  soon  as  Blucher  should  appear  to  pursue  his 
retreat.  But  these  despatches,  which  still  do  not  anticipate  the 
junction  of  the  Prussians,  did  not  reach  Grouchy ;  they  were 
not  known  of  by  Napoleon's  staff;  their  bearer  is  not  named ; 
and  their  existence  is  disbelieved. 

It  is  acknowledged  that  the  concealment  of  the  French  move- 
ments up  to  the  moment  of  invasion,  the  punctual  concentration 
of  the  French  army  before  Charleroi,  and  the  coup  de  main  aimed 
at  each  enemy  in  succession,  rank  among  the  finest  combinations 
of  Bonaparte's  carreer.     And  that  censure  on  his  tactics,  *  for 

*  risking  everything  on  a  coup  de  main,  which  is  in  almost 
every  one's  mouth,  is  certainly  blind ;  for  his  existence  depended, 
not  only  on  victory  before  Bussia  and  Austria  should  reach  the 
Bhine,  but  on  the  attack  of  the  two  allied  armies  in  Belgium 
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before  their  concentration. '  The  alternative  was  gradnal^  bnt 
certain^  annihilation ;  and  his  choice,  which  held  out  contingent 
victory,  was  beyond  just  criticism,  though  he  was  beaten  back 
with  a  ruin  and  rapidity  of  which  there  had  been  no  example. 
Whether  by  despatching  a  smaller  division  after  Bliicher  than 
that  which  in  fact  proved  almost  useless,  and  by  beginning 
battle  at  Waterloo  four  hours  earlier  and  in  greater  force,  he 
might  have  changed  the  fate  of  the  world,  we  do  not  presume 
to  say*  But  it  is  obvious  that  this  would  be  simply  to  suppose 
him  a  greater  commander  than  he  reallv  showed  himself,  and  to 
assume  that  he  had  anticipated  the  Duke's  cardinal  aim  in  the 
junction  of  the  allies  at  Waterloo,  which  he  did  not  foresee. 

The  choice  of  Waterloo  itself  by  the  English  general  is 
equally  criticised  by  the  French.  Napoleon  censures  him  for 
fighting  with  the  forest  of  Soignies  in  his  rear.  Victory  com- 
monly extinguishes  criticism.  Napoleon  himself  (not  quite 
qualified  to  pronounce  the  censure)  is  freely  criticised  for  fight- 
ing, with  a  river  in  his  rear,  the  battles  he  lost  at  Leipsic  and 
Aspem.  Now  it  happens  that  Soignies  was  no  'defile,'  as 
Napoleon  terms  it ;  and  it  is  a  singular  fact  that  Marlborough 
has  left  on  record  the  same  testimony  as  Wellington  to  the 
advantages  of  that  forest  for  a  retreating  army.  The  only 
difference  between  Soignies  in  the  age  of  Malplaquet  and 
Soignies  in  the  age  of  Waterloo,  consists  in  the  superiority 
of  its  roads,  and  in  a  consequently  increased  facility  of  retreat, 
as  time  advanced.  It  is  acknowledged  that  the  roads  in  1815 
were  fit  for  baggage  and  artillery,  and  that  the  wood  would  have 
stopped  the  action  of  pursuing  cavalry. 

The  Duke  is  censured,  again,  for  leaving  a  division  at  Hal, 
in  groundless  fear  that  he  would  be  turned  by  his  right.  To 
separate  the  two  armies  was  clearly  Napoleon's  object,  and  to 
have  turned  Wellington  by  Hal  would  have  favoured  their 
union.  This  would  also  have  contravened  Napoleon's  usual 
tactics,  although  in  beating  Bliicher  at  Brienne  he  threw  him 
back  on  Schwarzenberg  at  La  Beuti^re.  But  the  Duke  him- 
self, who  insists  that  if  he  had  not  left  this  force  at  Hal,  Napo- 
leon might  have  taken  Brussels  in  his  rear  and  have  cut  off  his 
base  at  Antwerp,  regards  it  as  a  nice  question  which  of  the  two 
movements  would  most  have  profited  the  French. 

M.  Brialmont  describes  the  battle  as  more  critical  to  the 
English  than  most  English  writers  conceive  it  to  have  been. 
He  tells  us  that  the  crisis  was  most  fprmidable  to  the  British 
centre,  and  attempts  to  show  how  Napoleon  might  have  forced 
it.  Napoleon  himself  seems  at  the  commencement  of  the 
action,   and  notwithstanding  the  delays  which  had   occurred. 
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to  have  considered  success  certain ;  nor  did  his  confidence  waver 
until  be  saw  the  movement  vainlj.and  unsuccessfully  attempted 
by  Ney  against  the  British  line.  Turning  to  one  of  his  aide- 
de-camps  (from  whom  we  have  the  anecdote)  the  Emperor  ex- 
daimed,  *  Liook  at  Ney,  tiurning  to  a  risk  what  was  a  certain 

*  victory  * — *  Voila  Net/y  qui  met  en  piril  une  victoire  certaine, — mais 

*  il  faut  Fappuyer.'  He  then  cave  the  necessary  orders  to  sup- 
port the  attack,  though  not,  as  is  contended  by  Colonel  Charras, 
in  sufficient  force.  That,  no  doubt,  was  the  turning  point  on 
the  field  of  battle,  and  we  know  more  than  one  British  officer 
who  has  since  achieved  high  renown  in  arms,  who  felt  the  full 
peril  of  that  tremendous  crisis.  If,  from  the  extraordinary  mis- 
chance of  a  fire  at  "Wavre,  the  Anglo-Netherlands  army  had 
been  beaten  before  the  Prussians  arrived,  Wellington  would 
hardly  be  censurable ;  for  he  acted  on  as  fair  a  probability  as 
strategic  movements  can  generally  be  based  on.  It  is  said  by 
&L  Brialmont,  also,  (quoting  from  Jomini,)  that  he  felt  it  need- 
ful ^  to  conquer  or  die ; '  whereas  it  is  clear  that  the  alternative 
was  a  retreat  on  Antwerp,  through  the  sheltered  avenues  of 
Soignies. 

General  Clausewitz,  as  we  have  sdd,  has  also  claimed  nearly 
the  whole  credit  of  the  result  to  the  Prussians.  Now  it  appears 
that  Billow's  .advanced  division,  though  the  Duke  asserts  that  he 
had  seen  their  cavalry  since  daybreak,  first  threatened  the 
French  at  half-past  four.  This  division,  held  in  check  by  the 
very  inferior  one  of  Lobau  in  another  quarter,  certainly  drew 
oS  a  portion  of  Napoleon's  force  from  the  attack  on  the  Duke's 
position.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  allied  army, 
before  Waterloo,  slightly  inferior  to  the  French  in  numbers, 
was  vastly  inferior  to  it  in  organisation  and  in  artillery.  Blii- 
cher,  who,  with  the  next  Prussian  reinforcement,  did  not  arrive 
until  half-past  seven,  is  described  by  M.  Brialmont  as  then 
attacking   La   Haye,    and    by   the    Duke   as   merely  ^touch- 

*  ing  the  Allied  line  at  Ohain,'  when  the  Duke's  final  attack 
was  made.  A  moral  impression  was  no  doubt  produced  by  his 
approach.  But  those  who  regard  victory  as  due  only  to  the 
intervention  of  the  Prussians,  forget  that  the  last  attack  of  Na- 
poleon was  repelled  by  the  Duke  without  any  other  than  the 
indirect  support  lent  by  the  approach  of  Bliicher  and  the  diver- 
sion of  Billow,  and  that  the  battle  was  terminated  by  an  attack, 
in  the  Duke's  words,  in  which  *  no  Prussian  troops  joined,  be- 

*  cause,  in  point  of  fact,  none  were  in  that  part  of  the  field  of 
'battle.'  And,  as  it  is  beyond  dispute  that  this  attack  was 
made  by  50,000  organised  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  that  the 
French  line  fell  to  pieces  in  the  first  onset,  it  must  be  presumed 
that  the  progress  of  the  battle  had  been  in  the  Duke's  favour. 
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Thus  far  we  have  attempted  to  show  what  were  the  Duke's 
chief  strategical  characteristics.  But  some  other  characteristics 
are  wanting  to  a  just  view  even  of  his  military  life.  His  cool- 
ness in  danger,  and  his  personal  escapes,  are  as  striking  attri- 
butes of  the  individual  man  as  his  tactics  are  attributes  of  the 
general.  During  the  battle  of  Talavera,  Albuquerque  sent  him 
by  a  staff  officer  a  letter  informing  him  that  Cuesta,  the  com- 
mander of  the  Spanish  army  in  the  action,  was  a  traitor,  and 
was  actually  playing  into  the  enemy's  hands.  He  was  intently 
watching  the  progress  of  the  action,  as  the  despatch  reached 
him ;  he  took  the  letter,  read  it,  and  turning  to  the  aide-de- 
camp, coolly  said,  *  Very  well.  Colonel,  you  may  go  back  to 
'  your  brigade.'  On  another  occasion,  just  before  the  siege  of 
Kodrigo,  when  the  proximity  of  the  allies  to  Marmont's  army 
placed  them  in  considerable  danger  by  reason  of  the  non- 
arrival  of  their  flank  divisions,  a  Spanish  general  was  astonished 
to  find  the  English  commander  lying  on  the  ground  in  front  of 
his  troops,  serenely  and  imperturbably  awaiting  the  issue  of 
the  peril.  *  Well,  General,'  said  the  Spaniard,  '  you  are  here 
^  with  two  weak  divisions,  and  you  seem  to  be  quite  at  your 
^  ease ;  it  is  enough  to  put  one  in  a  fever.'     *  I  have  done  the 

*  best,'  the  Duke  replied,  *  that  could  be  done  according  to. my 

*  own  judgment,  and  hence  it  is  that  I  don't  disturb  myself, 
'  either  about  the  enemy  in  my  front,  or  about  what  they  may 

*  say  in  England.' 

On  several '  instances  he  very  narrowly  escaped  being 
taken  prisoner.  Once  at  Talavera  in  the  midst  of  the  action ; 
once  just  before  the  battle  of  Maya,  being  surprised  by  a 
party  of  French  while  looking  at  his  maps;  once  at  Qua- 
trebras,  again  during  the  battle.  In  the  latter  action,  as 
he  was  carried  away  on  the  tide  of  a  retreating  body  of  young 
troops,  the  French  lancers  suddenly  charged  on  its  flank,  and 
his  only  chance  was  in  his  horse's  speed.  *  He  arrived,'  Mr. 
Gleig  writes,  *  hotly  pursued,  at  the  edge  of  a  ditch,  within 
^  which  the  92nd  Highlanders  were  lying,  and  the  points  of 

*  their  bayonets  bristled  over  the  edge.     He  called  out  to  them 

*  as  he  approached,  "  Lie  down  men  I "  and  the  order  was 
^  obeyed,  whereupon  he  leaped  his  horse  across  the  ditch,  and 
'  immediately  pulled  up  with  a  smile  on  his  countenance.' 

Wellington,  it  is  well  known,  was  conspicuous  among  the 
generals  of  his  age  for  moderation  in  victory,  and  for  the  mo- 
rality within  which  he  circumscribed  war.  In  this  he  differed 
as  widely  from  the  self-supporting  military  system  of  Bona- 
parte as  from  the  gratuitous  atrocities  of  Pappenheim  and 
Tilly.     Nor  was  his  conduct  in  this  respect  any  mere  reflex,  as 
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it  were,  of  English  opinion  and  English  habits.  In  India, 
where  oppression  had  not  been  uncommon  in  the  English  name, 
he  was  as  firm  an  opponent  of  pillage  as  he  was  afterwards  in 
[Europe.  In  three  distinct  relations  to  the  countries  oyer  which 
he  carried  his  arms  —  in  India  where  he  aimed  to  subdue,  in 
Spain  and  Portugal  where  he  aimed  to  befriend,  in  France 
Trhere  he  aimed  to  conciliate,  —  the  same  justice  was  almost 
always  if  not  invariably  dealt  out.  It  is  true  that  one  or  two 
exceptional  incidents  have  been  left  without  explanation.  The 
Duke  appears  to  have  given  the  order  for  the  stormmg  of 
Badajos  without  first  summoning  the  garrison  to  surrender; 
and  his  order,  published  in  the  Supplementary  Despatches, 
for  the  capture  of  a  mud  fort  in  India  (in  which  there  is  no- 
thing to  show  that  the  garrison  were  disentitled  to  the  rights  of 
war)  terminates,  laconically  enough,  with  the  direction,  *  Every 
*  man  found  in  the  fort  is  to  be  put  to  death  1 '  The  Duke,  how- 
ever, had  just  before  summoned  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  had  re- 
ceived the  discouraging  answer,  that  the  governor  would  rather 
hlow  up  both  fortress  and  garrison  than  surrender.  And  he  had 
exerted  himself  to  arrest  the  sack  of  Ciudad  Bodrigo  until  he 
was  threatened  even  by  his  English  troops.  The  present  Duke 
may  perhaps  find  some  explanation  of  the  Indian  order.  Wel- 
lington was  aa  moderate  in  India  as  in  Europe,  in  dealing 
with  the  Governments  he  subdued.  Thus,  unlike  Napoleon 
carrying  away  the  car  of  Triumph  from  the  Brandenburg  gate, 
unlike  Bliicher  desiring  to  blow  up  the  bridge  of  Jena,  (and 
answering  the  interceding  Talleyrand  with  a  request  that  he 
would  meanwhile  take  his  station  upon  the  bridge  1)  Welling- 
ton at  Seringapatam  preserved  and  even  repaired  the  pictures 
commemorative  of  the  tortures  inflicted  on  the  English  detach- 
ment under  Colonel  Bailey,  which  he  found  in  the  palace  of  the 
fallen  Sultan  Dowlat.  And  thus  when  the  chief  Dhoondiah 
had  fallen  in  action,  he  charged  himself  with  the  education  of 
Dhoondiah's  son. 

The  extraordinary  honours  which  resulted  from  his  moral 
characteristics  as  much  as  from  his  military  triumphs,  might  be 
thought,  but  for  his  example,  a  climax  of  romance  too  complete  to 
be  r^sed  in  life.  The  general  to  whom  his  country  ultimately 
voted  pecuniary  rewards  without  example  in  modern  times,  had 
been  almost  Quixotic  in  self-abnegation.  Every  allurement  of  for- 
tune was  first  submitted  to  the  test  of  his  fine  sense  of  honour  and 
of  his  stem  sense  of  right.  *  Besides  that,'  he  writes  to  his  brother 
while  both  are  in  India,  after  relating  the  stores  of  money  and 
supplies  he  had  provided  for  Lord  Harris's  army,  *  I  paid  into 
'  the  general's  hands  a  sum  of  money  for  the  public  service. 
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*  which  other  officers  had  always  heretofore  taken  to  themselves.' 
Again,  after  complaining  when  in  Mysore  that  he  bad  been 
sent  into  garrison  with  a  large  staff  and  no  more  pay  than  he 
had  had  in  Fort  St.  Geoige,  he  writes  to  Lord  Morhmgton^ 
^  The  consequence  is  that  I  am  ruined.  ....  I  should  be 
^  ashamed  of  doing  any  of  the  dirty  things  that  I  am  told  are 
^  done  in  some  of  the  commands  in  the  Camatic.*  In  the  same 
letter,  he  expresses  his  satisfaction  in  the  prospect  of  prize  money 
that  will  enable  him  to  pay  a  debt  to  his  brother. 

In  1803  we  find  him  earnestly  negotiating  to  prevent  the 
outbreak  of  the  Mahratta  war^  from  which  he  could  hardly  &il 
to  anticipate  much  of  the  glory  that  he  attained  in  it 

No  man  could  exhibit  these  fixed  principles  without  exhibit- 
ing also  great  moral  courage.  Thus^  in  a  storm  of  unpopularity 
in  1808,  he  undertook  the  defence  of  Dalrymple's  convention, 
to  which  he  was  not  committed;  and  thus,  in  another  sudb 
storm  in  1832,  he  attempted  to  assume  the  government,  ob- 
viously in  opposition  to  his  interests,  as  the  Tory  leaden  ^  I 
^  should  have  been  ashamed,'  he  said,  *  to  show  my  face  in  the 
'  streets  if  I  had  refused  to  assist  my  sovereign  in  the  distressing 
^  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed.' 

Moral  influence,  wherever  he  was  not  deliberately  misrepre- 
sented, was  naturally  the  immediate  fruit  of  these  qualities.  He 
had  the  gratification  to  find  that  his  motives  and  exertions  were 
generally  appreciated,  but  certainly  the  gratification  was  some- 
times onerous ;  for  the  general  whose  ci^  government  gained 
the  thankfulness  of  the  native  inhabitants  of  the  capital  of  My- 
sore, which  he  had  conquered,  was  also  the  general  who  was 
embraced  by  nearly  the  whole  fair  sex  of  Madrid,  who  came 
forward  to  greet  his  victorious  advance  from  Salamanca.  It  is 
true  that  his  motives  were  not  always  rightly  constru^,  and 
the  Junta  of  Madrid  could  not  be  dispossessed  of  the  notion 
that  he  was  ambitious  of  the  Spanish  crown.  In  those  king- 
making,  days,  the  existence  of  this  belief  was  not  so  surpri^ng 
as  it  would  be  now.  And  this  instance  of  (Ustrust  was  very 
exceptional  "We  have  already  adverted  to  the  influence  dis- 
played by  him  over  the  Portuguese  nation  in  the  campaign  of 
Torres  Vedras.  From  the  Congress  of  Paris  in  1814  to  the 
Congress  of  Verona  in  1822,  both  sovereigns  and  ministers  ap- 
preciated the  massiveness  of  his  character,  though,  from  a  habit 
of  chicane,  some  continental  diplomats  were  at  first  amazed  by 
a  simple  truthfulness  which  his  victories  alone  prevented  them 
from  ascribing  to  positive  stolidity.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that 
he  largely  shared  with  other  EngUsh  statesmen  in  raising  diplo- 
matic morality.     In  his  own  country,  during  thirty-seven  years 
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o£  peace,  he  certainly  Overshadowed  every  other  name  under 
the  Crown ;  but  what  was  termed  his  ^  dictatorship '  in  the 
House  of  Lords  has,  in  our  judgment,  been  overrated.  He 
liad,  it  was  said,  sixty  proxies  in  his  pocket,  but  the  Tories 
'twice  broke  away  from  his  lead ;  and  the  Whigs  in  no  instance 
preferred  his  counsels  to  the  far  clearer  political  vision  of  the 
late  Lord  Grey  and  of  Lord  Lansdowne. 

The  Duke's  success  no  doubt  was  largely  owing  to  his  special 
mastery  of  details.  In  camp  and  on  the  march  equally  me- 
thodical, he  relied  for  victory  on  the  preparations  he  had  made, 
from  the  smallest  incident  to  the  greatest  he  made  himself 
acquainted  with  all  that  could  affect  the  organisation  of  his 
army,  and  the  comfort  of  his  men  individually.  Even  the 
cooking  of  mess  dinners  was  his  constant  care ;  in  the  Crimea 
lie  would  almost  have*  supplanted  Soyer.  Upon  the  first  pub- 
lication of  his  ^  Despatches,'  one  of  his  friends  said  to  him  on 
reading  the  reccnrds  of  his  Indian  campidgns,  ^It  seems  to 
'  me,  Duke,  that  your  chief  business  in  India  was  to  procure 
*rice  and  bullocks.'  ^And  so  it  was,'  replied  Wellington, 
^  for  if  I  had  rice  and  bullocks  I  had  men,  and  if  I  had  men 
'I  knew  I  could  beat  the  enemy.'  Like  Napoleon,  though 
with  a  vast  difference  in  scale,  his  army  was  the  work  of 
his  own  hands.  *  Its  staff,'  Mr.  Gleig  writes,  ^  its  conmiissariat, 
'  its  siege  apparatus,  its  bridge  equipment,  its  means  of  trans- 
'  port,  its  intelligence  department,  its  knowledge  of  outpost  and 
'  other  duties,  were  all  of  his  creation.'  This  mental  activity 
of  course  widened  the  range  of  his  achievements.  Like  Caesar, 
who  is  said  to  have  written  an  essay  on  Latin  rhetoric  as  he 
Was  crossing  the  Alps,  WeUington  passed  the  night  previous  to 
one  6f  his  battles  in  devising  a  scheme  for  a  Portuguese  bank. 

If  we  turn  from  the  Duke's  military  to  his  civil  administra- 
tion, and  distinguish  between  means  and  ends,  we  shall  trace  a 
marked  contrast  between  the  foresight  of  his  Indian  and  of  his 
English  policy.  Throughout  his  parliamentary  life  he  cannot 
be  said  to  have  done  more  than  accept  facts  and  principles 
already  forced  upon  him.  But  in  India,  near  a  quarter  of  a 
century  before  the  commercial  monopoly  of  the  Company  had 
expired,  he  clearly  sets  forth  the  advantages  of  an  entire  system 
of  free  trade,  then  one  of  the  most  Startling  of  conceivable  inno- 
vations in  the  East.  The  cause  of  this  contrast  probably  is, 
that  in  new  countries  men  instinctively  free  themselves  from 
the  trammels  of  usage,  and  that  where  there  are  no  fixed  poli- 
tical principles,  which,  when  originally  founded  in  the  interest 
of  parties,  are  more  likely  to  be  false  than  true,  they  are  freer 
to  form  just  as  well  as  bold  conclusions.    Albuquerque  certainly 
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had  no  pretensions  to  the  scientific  political  economy  of  Mr. 
Ricardo.  But  more  than  three  centuries  elapsed  between  the 
rise  of  political  economy  in  Europe,  and  the  astute  principles  of 
commercial  interchange  which  Albuquerque  in  the  fifteenth  age 
laid  down  in  the  Eastern  seas. 

But  while  the  Duke's  vision  in  English  politics  was  not  com- 
prehensive, his  mastery  of  details  was  universal.  As  he  had  no 
such  scope  as  Napoleon  for  administrative  display,  we  have  no 
right  to  assert  him  in  that  respect  Napoleon's  equal.  In  otlier 
respects,  however,  the  popular  contrast  is  overdrawn ;  for  neither 
can  Napoleon,  who  in  fourteen  years  ruined  an  empire  in  com- 
merce as  well  as  by  war,  be  deemed  a  statesman.  The  Duke 
was  as  conversant  with  facts  relating  to  politics  as  with  facts 
relating  to  war.  We  remember  asking  a  minister  who  had  long 
sat  with  him  in  the  Cabinet,  what  he  thought  of  the  Duke  as  a 
politician.  *  He  did  not  see  very  far,'  his  former  colleague  an- 
swered, *  but  he  had  great  power  of  detail ;  give. him ^an  object, 

*  and  no  one  knew  so  well  how  to  attain  it.'         /•  *♦ 

The  same  activity  extended  to  his  civil  administration  in  In- 
dia. He  would  pass  in  a  moment  from  the  general  to  the  civil 
governor,  and  from  the  civil  governor  to  the  model  landlord. 
As  soon  as  he  bad  conquered  Mysore,  he  set  about  the  task  of 
civilising  it.  He  made  roads  through  the  jungles,  and  esta- 
blished British  authority  where  it  had  not  penetrated  before. 
Where  conciliation  would  not  serve,  he  was  quite  prepared  with 
a  system  of  subjugation.  He  writes  in  1802,  *  We  are  now  trying 
^  a  new  system  of  government  there,*  which  we  are  resolved  to 

*  force  on  the  people,  whether  they  like  it  or  not'  Probably  a 
large  part  of  his  Indian  correspondence  has  been  lost :  but  enough 
remains  to  have  involved  a  considerable  aniount  of  daily  labour 
at  his  desk.  An  Irishman,  he  resolved  to  cultivate  potatoes  in 
Mysore,  as  they  were  cultivated  in  his  native  country.  He 
sent  presents  to  English  ladies  in  Mysore  of  the  cabbage-plants 
and  celery,  plants  that  he  had  reared  around  the  bloc^-stained 
walls  of  Seringapatam,  and  seemed  as  proud  of  his  gardening  in 
peace  as  of  his  generalship  in  war. 

Unless  we  are  greatly  mistaken,  the  Duke's  social  character 
has  been  very  differently  judged,  not  only  between  our  own  and 
foreign  nations,  but  as  between  the  public  of  this  country  and 
those  with  whom  the  Duke  was  thrown  into  personal  inter- 
course. .  To  the  world  in  general  he  was  reserved ;  he 
thought  probably  as  much  of  caste  as  any  man  of  his  order, 
arid  this  habit  necessarily  invested  him,  in  the  public  estimate, 
with  aristocratic  coldness.  The  Duke  was  also  a  stern  dis- 
ciplinarian :  he  is  known  to  have  acted  rigidly  on  a  cense  of 
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right  and  wrong  in  war ;  to  prevent  suffering  beyond  the  camp 
he  punished  severely  in  the  camp,  and  his  despatches  do  not 
hlink  a  fair  amount  of  *  flogging  and  hanging.'  And  though 
probably  no  Englishman  will  refer  the  penalties  he  inflicted  to 
any  other  motive  than  inexorable  justice,  it  has  certainly  been 
not  uncommon  to  regard  him  as  a  cold,  hard  man,  in  whom  a 
strong  sense  of  duty  extinguished  sensibility.  But  we  believe 
this  view  of  the  Duke's  private  character  is  a  very  unfounded  one. 

*The  Duke  of  Wellington,'  says  Mr.  Rogers,  who  lived  much 
in  his  intimacy,  *  has  naturally  a  great  gaiety  of  mind.  He  laughs 
at  almost  everything,  as  if  it  served  only  to  divert  him.  Not  less 
-remarkable  is  the  simplicity  of  his  manner.  It  is,  perhaps,  rather 
the  absence  of  everything  like  affectation.  In  his  account  of  him- 
self, he  discovers,  in  no  instance,  the  least  vanity  or  conceit,  and  he 
listens  always  readily  to  others.  His  laugh  is  easily  excited,  and  it 
is  very  loud  and  long,  like  the  whoop  of  tlie  whooping  cough  often 
repeated.'      {Rogers'  Becollections,  p.  217.) 

He  attached  to  him  those  who  were  thrown  into  connexion 
with  him,  just  as  his  conversation  impressed,  and  it  may  be 
said  even  fascinated,  in  more  casual  society.  He  spent  little 
and  saved  largely;  but  though  his  name  seldom  appeared 
in  a  public  subscription,  Mr.  Gleig,  who  was  once  favoured 
with  a  sight  of  his  account  book  when  visiting  him  at  Walmer, 
learnt  ihskt  he  had  given  4000/.  in  charities  during  that  year. 
The  justice  that  mingled  with  kindness  was  instanced  toward  the 
end  of  his  life  in  his  appearance  at  a  police  court  to  prosecute  a 
begging  impostor  to  whom  he  had  at  different  times  given  300/. 
under  representations  at  length  disproved.  Perhaps  the  terms 
on  wldch  a  general  lives  with  his  staff  are  as  fair  an  indication 
as  any  of  his  social  character.  An  anecdote  on  this  point  was 
told  us  by  a  friend  of  the  Duke,  who  went  from  this  country  to 
Paris  to  witness  th^  last  review  held  by  the  great  man  in  France, 
before  the  withdrawal  of  the  Allied  army  of  occupation  in  1818, 
under  the  third  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle.  The  Duke  was 
starting  early  for  the  field,  and  several  of  his  staff  were  lounging 
heside  his  carriage.  *  Is  anybody  coming  with  me  ? '  said  his 
Grace,  in  his  curt  way  and  looking  out  of  the  carriage  window. 
*  I  am  sorry  I  can't  come,  for  I  haven't  had  breakfast  yet,'  re- 
plied Captain  Fremantle,  one  of  his  aides-de-camp.  *  And  I,' 
said  another,  ^  I  shall  come  on  with  Fremantle  to  join  you  on 
'  the  field.'  *  Very  well,'  answered  the  good-natured  Duke, 
drawing  up  the  window,  *  I  suppose  I  can  go  by  myself.'  And 
thus  the  commander-in-chief  of  150,000  men  went  to  the  review 
alone.  Our  informant  of  this  anecdote,  which  he  had  himself 
witnessed,  observed,  ^  If  it  had  been  a  Erussian  general,  and  his 
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'aides-de-camp  had  had  nothing  to  eat  for  fonr-and-twenty 
'  hours^  they  would  have  had  to  go  on  the  instant' 

The  difficulty  of  general  comparison  between  the  Duke  of 
WeUington  and  other  captains  results  chiefly  from  his  three 
salient  characteristics^  uncommon  in  their  union, — that  he  was 
the  greatest  general,  the  most  tried  servant,  and  the  most  uni- 
formly fortunate  subject  of  the  State.  He  was  this  and  no 
more  than  this.  His  distinction  from  Napoleon  in  historic 
eminence  springs,  not  so  much  from  a  broad  difference  in 
the  intellectual  stature  of  the  two  men,  as  from  an  immea- 
surable difference  in  their  respective  positions.  The  one  was 
essentially  the  child  and  champion  of  the  French  Revolution — 
the  other  the  representative  of  the  principles  and  institutions  of 
England.  But  the  contrast  between  the  two  great  military 
commanders  of  their  respective  nations  may  be  pursued  in 
a  still  more  pleasing  and  instructive  form  in  those  details  of 
character  and  life,  which  biography  collects  and  records.  The 
love  of  truth,  the  entire  patriotism,  the  unflinching  sense  of 
duty  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  —  his  simplicity  and  his  man- 
liness—  are,  after  all,  the  qualities  which  will  preserve  his 
memory  fresh  in  every  English  home,  and  endear  his  name  to 
thousands  who  never  studied  his  Peninsular  campaigns,  and  who 
will  have  forgotten  his  political  mistakes.  It  is,  after  all,  by 
Character  that  the  world  is  governed ;  and  it  is  the  character 
of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  which  will  recommend  the  study  of 
his  life  to  future  generations  of  his  countrymen.  For  these 
reasons  the  work  of  Captdn  Brialmont  has  a  great  and  per- 
manent interest ;  and  tbe  more  so  as  it  is  a  candid  tribute  to 
the  fame  of  this  great  Englishman  from  a  foreign  pen. 
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Art.  IX. — 1.  Adam  Bede.  By  Geobqe  Eliot.   3  vols.   1859. 
2.  Scenes  of  Clerical  Life.  By  George  Eliot.  2  vols.  1858. 

HThebe  are  a  certain  number  of  people  in  this  dull  world  who 
boast  that  they  *  very  seldom  read  a  novel5'  looking  on  such 
readmg  as  a  hybrid  error,  something  between  a  positive  offence 
against  morality  and  a  mere  waste  of  time.  But  the  majority 
of  men,  even  of  very  clever  men,  have  agreed  to  hold  novels  in 
high  favour ;  and  though  we  do  not  quite  believe  rough-spoken 
Dr.  Johnson,  when  he  paid  Miss  Burney  the  smooth  compliment 
of  assuring  her  he  had  ^  sat  up  all  night  to  finish  "  Cecilia," '  yet 
we  have  no  doubt  that,  even  to  the  great  lexicographer,  a  good 
novel  was  a  very  refreshing  thing.  A  good  novel :  for  a  bad 
novel  will  pass  neither  witn  the  learned  nor  the  ignorant ;  and 
that  it  is  good  or  bad,  is  felt  by  the  latter  class  quite  as  quickly 
as  by  the  former,  though  they  might  not  be  able  to  explain  why ; 
as  discords  in  music  wound  the  ear  of  those  who  could  not  cor- 
rect them  by  thorough  bass.  A  novel  is  good  in  proportion  to 
its  truth  to  nature ;  po  matter  where  the  scene  is  laid^  or  what  the 
characters  may  be.  Paradoxical  as  it  may  sound,  that  which  is 
false  in  fiction  never  pleases ;  we  accept  a  novel  as  an  imaginary 
biography,  we  require  from  it  a  certain  consistency  and  unity, 
and  we  grow  weary,  as  was  wittily  observed  by  an  author  of  our 
own  day,  when  characters  are  so  ill  sustained  that  we^are  left  to 
puzzle  over  *  the  tenderness  of  the  blood-thirsty  bandit,  and  the 
*  neyer-dying  revenge  of  the  humble  Christian.'  Given  a  thread 
of  some  story,  we  only  require  the  personages  engaged  to  act  as 
they  would  act  in  real  life.  That  which  is  common  need  not  be 
common-place;  that  which  is  strange  need  not  be  untrue. 
When  *  Jane  Eyre '  had  startled  the  reading  world  out  of  all 
tameness,  and  inquiry  was  made  respecting  the  book  and  the 
authoress,  it  turned  out  that  the  scenes  and  many  of  the  persons 
described  were  within  the  scope  of  her  actual  experience.  When- 
ever great  success  has  attended  any  novel,  the  root  of  that 
success  will  be  the  same ;  either  the  so-called  work  of  fiction 
is  the  result  of  positive  experience,  or  the  consummate  skill  of 
the  author  so  perfectly  avoids  'discords  of  character'  in  his 
imaginary  personages,  that  they  appear  to  have  true  existence. 
^  I  am  sure  that  character  is  meant  for  so  and  so,'  is  not  so  bad 
a  compliment  as  it  sounds;  for  it  means  that  the  author  has 
drawn  to  the  life  the  ideal  of  his  brain,  as  the  great  masters  in 
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painting  might  sketch  groups  of  men  without  requiring  actual 
models  and  sitters. 

If  one  merit  predominates  above  the  rest,  where  all  is  so 
excellent,  this  merit  of  reality  is  conspicuous  in  ^  Adam  Bede.' 
There  is  not  a  single  character  in  the  book  that  does  not  stand 
out  distinct  in  its  own  consistent  individuality,  impressing 
us  with  the  conviction  that  we  are  hearing  of  persons  'with 
whom  we  might  become  acquainted,  rather  than  of  imaginary 
beings.  The  story  is  as  nothing  in  comparison.  A  young  gen- 
tleman with  a  good  estate  is  tempted  to  a  brief  connexion  with 
a  ^  simple  farmer's  girl,  to  whom  a  gentleman  with  a  white  hand 
'  was  dazzling  as  an  Olympian  god.'  This  *  simple  farmer's 
^  girl '  is  beloved  by  Adam  Bede  the  carpenter,  who  is  the  liero 
of  the  book ;  and  she  is  comforted  in  disgrace  and  ruin,  and  the 
dreary  prospect  of  execution  for  child  murder,  by  Dinah  Morris, 
a  pious  Methodist  maiden,  who  eventually  marries  Adam  Bede 
herself.  There  are  no  incidents  but  such  as  serve  to  fill  this  scanty 
outline ;  yet  a  book  of  more  intense  and  absorbing  interest  has 
not  refreshed  the  reading  world  for  years ;  nor  one  in  which  the 
useful  and  holy  purpose  of  showing  what  a  wide-spread  wreck  one 
careless  sin  may  make,  is  pursued  without  tedious  homilies,  and 
combined  with  writing  of  such  varied  kinds,  graphic,  humorous, 
and  poetical,  that  it  is  difficult  to  decide  what  extracts  to  give, 
for,  to  write  out  the  passages  worthy  of  note,  would  be  almost  to 
re-write  the  three  volumes. 

We  will  begin,  however,  as  the  author  begins,  with  the 
description  of  his  hero,  in  *  the  roomy  workshop  of  Mr.  Jona- 
*  than  Burge,  carpenter  and  builder  in  the  village  of  Hayslope, 
*A.D.  1799.' 

*  The  afternoon  sun  was  warm  on  the  five  workmen  there,  busy 
upon  doors  and  window-frames  and  wainscoting.  A  scent  of  pine- 
wood  from  a  tent-like  pile  of  planks  outside  the  open  dooi*  minified 
itself  with  the  scent  of  the  elder-bushes  which  were  spreading*  their 
summer  snow  close  to  the  open  window  opposite  ;  the  slanting  sun- 
beams shone  through  the  transparent  shavings  that  flew  before  the 
steady  plane,  and  lit  up  the  fine  grain  of  the  oak  panelling  which 
stood  propped  against  the  wall.  On  a  heap  of  those  soft  shavings  a 
rough  grey  shepherd-dog  had  made  himself  a  pleasant  bed,  and  was 
lying  with  his  nose  between  his  fore-paws,  occasion^ly  wrinkling  his 
brows  to  cast  a  glance  at  the  tallest  of  the  ^^q  woti^en,  who  was 
carving  a  shield  in  the  centre  of  a  wooden  mantelpiece.  It  was  to 
this  workman  that  the  strong  barytone  belonged  which  was  heard 
above  the  sound  of  plane  and  hammer  singing— 

'<  Awake,  my  soul,  and  with  the  sun 
Thy  daily  stage  of  duty  run ; 
Shake  off  doll  sloth " 
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Here  some  measurement  was  to  be  taken  which  required  more  con- 
centrated attention,  and  the  sonorous  voice  subsided  into  a  low 
whistle ;  ]L)ut  it  presently  broke  out  again  with  renewed  vigour — 

"  Let  all  thy  converse  be  sincere, 
Thy  conscience  as  the  noonday  dear." 

Soch  a  voice  could  only  come  from  a  broad  chest,  and  the  broad  chest 
belonged  to  a  large-boned  muscular  man  nearly  six  feet  high,  with  a 
back  so  flat  and  a  head  so  well  poised  that  when  he  drew  himself  up 
to  take  a  more  distant  survey  of  his  work,  he  had  the  air  of  a  soldier 
standing  at  ease.  The  sleeve  rolled  up  above  the  elbow  showed  an 
arm  that  was  likely  to  win  the  prize  for  feats  of  strength  ;  yet  the 
long  supple  hand,  with  its  broad  flnger-tips,  looked  ready  for  works 
of  skilL  In  his  tall  stalwartness  Adam  Bede  was  a  Saxon,  and  justi- 
fied his  name ;  but  the  jet-black  hair,  made  the  more  noticeable  by  its 
contrast  with  the  light  paper  cap,  and  the  keen  glance  of  the  dark 
eyes  that  shone  from  under  stron^irly  marked,  prominent,  and  mobile 
eyelnrows,  indicated  a  mixture  of  Celtic  blood.'    (Vol.  L  pp.  1-3.) 

This  is  the  hero  of  the  book :  and  a  true  model  he  is  of  the 
noble,  simple,  self-relying  type  to  be  found — as  "Wordsworth's 
lines  in  the  epigraph  to  tins  remarkable  novel  expresses  it — 
among 

'  Nature's  unambitious  underwood 
And  flowers  that  prosper  in  the  shade.' 

Frank,  manly,  patient,  and  resolute,  his  one  fault  is  a  certfun 
d^ree  of  hardness  in  his  judgment  of  others  from  the  pedestal 
of  his  own  strength  and  integrity;  as  if  to  prove  the  tmUi  of  the 
fine  French  maxim, — *  II  faut  avoir  les  defauts  de  see  quality/ 
How  this  harshness  in  the  otherwise  generous  and  tender  mind  of 
Adam  is  softened  by  the  events  which  bring  him  to  indulgence, 
is  one  of  the  under  currents  of  skill  which  run  in  every  direction 
through  the  fair  fresh  field  of  Mr.  Eliot's  pages.  The  drunken 
father,  whose  unpunctual  hand  leaves  a  neighbour's  coffin 
unfinished,  and  for  whom  the  wife  and  mother  querulously  pleads 
to  her  indignant  son, — 

*  "Thee  mun  forgie  thy  feyther — ^thee  munna  be  so  bitter  again'  him. 
He  war  a  good  feyther  to  thee  afore  he  took  to  th'  drink.  He  's  a 
diver  workman,  an'  taught  thee  thy  trade,  remember,  an  's  niver  gen 
me  a  blow  nor  so  much  as  an  ill  word — no^  not  even  in  's  drmk. 
Thee  wouldstna  ha  'm  go  to  th'workhus — thy  own  feyther  —  an' 
him  as  was  a  fine-growed  man  an'  handy  at  iverythin'  amost  as 
thee  art  thjrsen,  ^yt  an'  twenty  'ear  ago,  when  thee  wast  a  babby  at 
the  breast."'    (VoLi.p.  71.) 

' "  But  thee 't  allays  so  hard  upo'  thy  feyther,  Adam.  Thee  think'st 
nothing  too  much  to  do  for  Seth :  thee  snapp'st  me  up  if  ivier  I  find 
faut  wi'  th'  lad.  But  thee 't  so  angered  wi'  thy  feyther,  more  nor  wi' 
anybody  else."'    (Vol.  i.  p.  72.) 

VOL.  ex.  NO.  CCXXIII.  Q 
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— 4hi8  loved  and  reeklese  fSEktfaer^is  drowiied5  and  his  bodj  fomid 
in  the  stream  by  his  sons,  as  th^  walk  out  in  the  early  momiag 
with  the  finished  coffin  whit^  should  have  been  his  work* 

'This  was  what  the  omen  meant,  then!  And  the  grey-haired 
father,  of  whom  he  had  thought  with  a  sort  of  hardness  a  few  hours 
ago,  as  certain  to  live  to  be  a  thorn  in  his  side,  was  periiqts  even  then 
struggling  with  that  watery  death.  This  was  the  first  thought  tliat 
flash^  through  Adam's  conscience,  befoie  he  had  time  to  seise  the 
coat  and  drag  out  the  tall  heavy  body.'    (Vol.  L  p.  91.) 

'  The  two  sons  lifted  the  »ad  burthen  in  heartstricken  silence. 
The  wide-open  glased  efe»  were  grey,  like  Seth's,  and  had  once 
lodced  with  mild  pride  on  the  boys  before  whom  Tldas  had  lived  to 
hang  his  head  in  shame.  Seth's  chief  feeling  was  awe  and  distress  at 
this  sudden  snatching  away  of  his  father's  soul  $  but  Adam's  mind 
rushed  back  over  the  past  in  a  flood  of  relentii^  and  pity.  Wheo 
death,  the  great  Beconciler,  has  come,  it  is  never  our  tenderness  that 
we  repait  of,  but  our  severity.'    (Vd.  i.  p.  93.) 

The  same  strun  of  reflection  recurs  at  the  old  man's  Amaral, 
when  the  psalm  sung  in  that  quiet  village  church  seemed  even 
more  applicable  than  usoaL 

'  Thou  sweep'st  us  off  as  with  a  flood. 
We  vanish  hence  Hke  dreams.' 

'  Adam  had  never  been  unable  to  join  in  a  psalm  before.  He  had 
known  plenty  of  trouble  and  vexation  since  he  had  been  a  lad;  but 
this  was  the  first  sorrow  that  had  hemmed  in  his  voice,  and  strangely 
enough  it  was  sorrow  because  the  chief  source  of  his  past  troul^ 
and  vexation  was  for  ever  gone  out  of  his  reach.  He  had  not  been 
able  to  press  his  father's  hand  befm^e  their  parting,  and  say,  ^^Father, 
you  know  it  was  all  right  between  us ;  I  never  forgot  what  I  owed 
you  when  I  was  a  lad ;  you  forgive  me  if  Ptc  been  too  hot  and  has^ 
now  and  then ! "  Adam  thought  but  little  to-day  of  the  hard  work 
and  the  earnings  he  had  spent  on  his  father :  his  thoughts  ran  con- 
stantly on  what  the  old  man's  feelings  had  been  in  moments  of 
humiliation,  when  he  had  held  down  his  head  before  the  rebukes  of 
his  son.  When  our  indignation  is  borne  in  submissive  silence,  we 
are  apt  to  feel  twinges  of  doubt  afterwards  as  to  onr  own  generosity, 
if  not  justice :  how  much  more  when  the  object  of  our  anger  has  gone 
into  everlasting  silence,  and  we  have  seen  his  face  for  the  last  time 
in  the  meekness  of  death  ? 

*  ''Ah,  I  was  always  too  hard,"  Adam  said  to  himself.  ^  It's  a 
sore  fault  in  me  as  I'm  so  hot  and  out  o'  patience  with  people  when 
they  do  wrong,  and  my  heart  gets  shut  up  against  'em,  so  as  I  can't 
bring  myself  to  forgive  'em«  I  see  clear  ^ough  there's  more  pride 
nor  love  in  my  soul,  for  I  could  sooner  make  a  thousand  strokes  with 
th'  hammer  for  my  father  than  bring  myself  to  say  a  kind  word  to 
him.  And  there  went  plenty  o'  pride  and  temper  to  the  strokes,  as 
the  devil  toiU  be  having  his  finger  in  what  we  caJil  our  duties  as  well 
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as  our  ma.  M ajliap  the  best  thing  I  ever  did  in  my  life  wm  only 
doing  what  was  easiest  fbr  myselfl  IVs  aUajs  been  easier  for  me  to 
work  iMT  to  sit  still,  bmt  the  real  tcmgh  job  for  me  'nd  be  to  Blaster 
zny  ovn  will  and  temper,  and  go  neht  against  my  own  pride.  It 
seems  to  me  now,  if  I  was  to  find  uAar  at  home  to-night,  I  should 
bdunre  diff<»ent ;  bnt  Hi&pe^B  no  knowing — perhaps  Bodring  'ad  be  a 
lesson  to  na  if  it  didn't  come  too  late.  It's  well  we  should  feel  as 
lifers  a  reckoning  ve  can't  make  twice  over;  there's  no  real  making 
amends  in  this  world,  any  more  nor  you  can  mend  a  wrong  subtarao- 
lion  by  doing  your  addition  nght" 

'  This  was  the  key-note  to  which  Adam's  tiioughts  had  perpetuidly 
EBtmcBed  since  his  father's  death  '-.(YoL  M.  pp.  49-61.) 

and  God  knows  how  well  it  would  be  for  us  if  it  could  be  the 
key-note  to  all  our  thoi^hts^  while  yet  those  we  love  are  in  li£e. 
Tboee  we  love,  and  yet  whose  faults  provoke  us,  and  whomi  our 
finilte  provoke ;  those  we  love,  and  whom  yet  we  sometimes  have 
to  struggle  against  scorning.  It  is  the  key-note  diat  makes  mnac 
QSL  eartfi  from  the  unknown  harmonies  of  heaven ;  and  there  is 
a  pluntive  truth,  in  spite  of  a  certain  grotesqueness  of  diction, 
in  the  sentence  spoken  by  one  of  the  most  remarkable  characters 
in  the  book  on  this  subject :  — 

^  ^  It's  poor  work  aUays  settin'  the  dead  above  the  livin'.  We  shall 
all  on  us  be  dead  some  time,  I  redcon— it  'nd  be  better  if  fdks  'ud 
make  much  on  us  beforehand,  istid  o'  beginaiin'  when  we're  gone. 
If  s  but  little  good  youll  do  a-watering  the  last  year's  crop."  '  (Yd. 
IL  p.  54) 

And  after  the  burst  of  noble  anger  vritli  Arthur, '  the  gea- 
^tleman/ — 

*  '^No,  itll  not  be  soon  forgol^  as  you've  come  in  between  her  and 
me,  when  she  might  ha'  loved  me — itll  not  soon  be  forgot,  as  you've 
robbed  me  o'  my  hi^piness,  while  I  thought  you  was  my  best  friend, 
and  a  noble-minded  man,  as  I  was  proud  to  work  for.  And  you've 
beea  kissing  her,  and  meaning  nothing,  have  you?  And  I  never 
kiffled  her  i'  my  life,  but  Pd  ha'  woi^ed  hard  fbr  years  for  the  right 
to  kiss  her.  ^And  you  make  light  of  it.  You  think  little  o'  doing 
what  may  damage  other  folks,  so  as  you  get  your  bit  o'  trifling,  as 
means  nothing.  I  throw  back  your  favours,  for  you're  not  the  man 
I  iXKik  you  for.  HI  never  count  you  my  friend  any  more.  Td  rather 
youM  act  as  my  enemy,  and  fight  me  where  I  stand — ^it's  all  th'  amends 
you  can  make  me." '    (Yol.  ii.  p.  244.) 

After  this, — beautiful  is  the  tenderness  that  yearns  towards 
miserable  little  Hetty,  when  she  is  accused  of  child-murder : 

^  ^  9ie  can't  ha'  done  it,"  he  said,  still  without  moving  his  eyes,  as 
if  he  were  only  talking  to  himself;  ^*  it  was  fear  made  her  hide  it . . . 
I  fiorgive  her  for  deceiving  me  • .  •  I  forgive  thee,  Hetty  . .  •  thee 
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wast  deceived  too  • .  • .  itfs  g<me  hard  wi'  thee,  my  poor  Hetty  .  •  .  • 
but  thejll  never  make  me  believe  it." '    (VoL  iiL  p.  83.) 

< "  Mr.  Massey/'  he  said  at  last,  pushing  the  hair  off  his  forehead^ 
**  ni  go  back  with  you.  Ill  go  into  court  It's  cowardly  of  me  to 
keep  away.  I'll  stand  by  her — ^I'll  own  her^-for  all  she's  been 
deceitful.  They  oughtn't  to  cast  her  off— her  own  flesh  and  blood. 
We  hand  folks  over  to  God's  mercy,  and  show  none  ourselves.  I 
used  to  be  hard  sometimes :  HI  never  be  hard  again.  FU  go,  Mr. 
Massey — ^Tll  go  with  you." ' 

<  Nerved  by  an  active  resolution,  Adam  took  a  morsel  of  bread,  and 
drank  some  wine.  He  was  haggard  and  unshaven,  as  he  had  been 
'  yesterday,  but  he  stood  upright  again,  and  looked  more  like  the  Adam 
Bede  of  former  days.' 

^  ^*rm  hard — ^it's  in  my  nature.  I  was  too  hard  with  my  father  for 
doing  wrong.  Tve  been  a  bit  hard  f  everybody  but  her.  I  felt  as  if 
nobcKly  pitied  her  enough — ^her  suffering  cut  into  me  so ;  and  when 
I  thought  the  folks  at  the  Farm  were  too  hard  with  her,  I  said  I'd 
never  be  hard  to  anybody  myself  again.  I  felt  Td  been  too  harsh  to 
my  father  when  he  was  gone  from  me — ^I  feel  it  now,  when  I  think  of 
him."'    (Vol.  iii.pp.  120,  121.) 

Of  his  gentleman  rival  there  is  less  to  say.  This  English 
Arthur  is  very  like  the  French  Arthur  of  Emile  Souvestre'a 
touching  story  *Riche  et  Pauvre;' — very  like  many  other 
Arthurs  in  many  other  novels^  as  one  good-looking  gentleman- 
like youngs  man  is  like  many  others  of  his  class  in  the  same 
society.  But  the  hand  of  the  master  is  seen  even  in  this  less 
salieqtportrait.  Incomparable  is  the  description  of  the  hour  of 
hesiiatibii,  which  the  young  man  flatters  himself  is  a  struggle 
against  passion;  of  the  easy  yielding  when>  after  his  first 
appointment  in  the  wood  with  Hetty, — ^with  a  sentence  like  the 
immortal  line  spoken  by  Dante's  Francesca^ — 

'  Quel  giomo  piii  non  vi  legemmo  avante.' 

Arthur  and  Hetty  part,  looking  at  each  other  '  not  quite  as  they 

*  had  looked  before,  — for  in  their  eyes  there  uhis  the  memory  of  a 

*  kiss: 

After  that,  the  'agreeable  confidence'  of  Arthur  'that 
'  his  faults  were  all  of  a  generous  kind ;   impetuous,  warm- 

*  blooded,  leonine, — never  crawlinff,  crafty,  reptilian,' — crumbled 
away^  and  he  lies,  as  men  must  lie  who  set  out  in  the  path  of 
betrayal,  and  faces  honest  Adam  Bede  with  mean  shifts  of  equi- 
vocating denial,  till  nothing  but  the  marvellous  pQwer  with 
which  the  author  narrates  his  arrival  in  unconscious  gladness 
to  take  possession  of  his  hereditary  estate,  full  of  plans  for  the 
comfort  and  happiness  of  those  who  are  to  depend  on  him,  and 
for  the  improvement  of  all  things  round  him, — until  suddenly 
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met  by  the  awful  news  that  his  one  sin  has  ^  found  him  out ' 
in  that  hour  of  secure  prosperity^  and  that  Hetty  is  in  prison 
to  be  tried  for  murder^ — can  retain  for  him  the  sympathy  of 
the  reader. 

One  of  the  most  masterly  scenes  in  the  book  is  the  descrip- 
tion of  this  return^  immediately  after  we  ourselves  have  been 
put  in  possession  of  the  news  which  as  yet  Arthur  knows  not. 
We  pity  him  all  through  his  exultant  hour^  for  we  know 
the  horror  that  awaits  him>  —  the  sudden  blight  that  shall 
wither  down  the  green  panoply  of  leaves^  that  as  yet  seems  to 
shut  out  the  arid  worid^  and  make  his  comer  of  it  all  spring  and 
freshness-—  musical  with  the  multitudinous  singing  of  birds. 

Of  sweet  Dinah  Morris,  the  preaching  Methodist  maiden, 
T^bo  moves  among  all  these  troubles  as  if  she  glided  like  a 
calm  angel  above  the  earth  which  others  tread  with  struggling 
and  uncertain  feet — the  author  has  drawn  a  picture  lovely  in 
itself,  and  lovelier  by  contrast.  The  meek,  pure,  steadfast  soul, 
with  its  belief  in  a  holy  mission  of  help  to  otners,  and  the  neces- 
dty  of  enlire  denial  of  self,  stands  out  in  serene  light  by  the 
purposeless,  frivolous,  erring  existence  of  Hetty  Sorrel,  the 
worldly  activity  and  energy  of  Mrs.  Poyser,  and  the  queru- 
bus  dependence  of  Lisbeth  Bede.  Her  description  of  her  own 
eloquence,  that  'speech  came  without  will  of  her  own,  and 
*  words  were  given  her  that  came  out  as  the  tears  come  when 
^  our  hearts  are  full  and  we  cannot  help  it,'  is  the  secret  of  her 
influence  over  all  who  come  within  the  reach  of  her  pleading 
voice  and  '  mild  grave  eyes.'  We  are  glad  to  rest  on  her 
peaceful  nature  in  the  midst  of  all  the  turmoil  of  careless 
sin,  baffled  hope,  passion  and  remorse,  and  we  are  more  than 
glad  when  at  last,  to  the  inexpressible  brightening  of  Adam 
Bede's  future,  the  prophecy  of  kindly  disappointed  Seth,  in 
answer  to  a  doubt  as  to  her  ever  loving  any  man  '  as  a  husband,' 
proves  true. 

*  "  She's  made  out  of  stuff  with  a  finer  grain  than  most  o'  the 
women ;  I  can  see  that  clear  enough.  But  if  she's  better  than  they 
are  in  other  things,  I  canna  think  she'll  fall  short  of  'em  in  loving/ 
(Vol.  t  p.  227.) 

But  if  these  characters  and  others  in  the  book  are  deeply  in- 
teresting, what  shall  we  say  of  Mrs.  Poyser;  or  how  express 
the  extent  of  our  esteem  for  that  notable  female  ?  Mrs.  Poyser 
is  not  the  heroine  of  the  story,  yet  we  feel  her  to  be  of  more 
importance  to  us  than  all  the  other  characters :  they  retire  into 
the  background  while  we  listen  to  the  vigorous  good  sense  of 
her  conversation;  their  destinies  are  interesting  to  us  chiefly 
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because  they  fo^e  Mrs.  Poyser's  ndghboors.  She  is  tl^  very 
gimligfat  by  which  we  read  the  story  of  ^  Adam  Bede :'  we  are 
glad  to  Imre  heard  something  about  the  other  personages,  but 
we  thirst  to  know  Mrs.  Poyser.  We  would  willingly  set  oat 
on  a  journey  to  Hayslope  in  hopes  of  finding  her,  but  fiar  the 
fear  that  Domuthome,  like  ^  George  Eliot,'  may  be  an  illasory 
name* 

Those  wb>  are  feiniilinr  with  the  pages  of  George  Herbert's 
'  Jacula  pmdentum/  may  have  a  faint  idea  of  the  charm  of  Mrs. 
Poyser^B  oosversatioQ;  fuU  of  sentences,  yetneversententioaB,  and 
fuUof  the  wisdom  that  is  not  preached,  but  seems  to  drop  wit^  the 
ease  of  a  summer  shower  to  fertitiBe  more  barren  minds.  Take 
any  of  George  Herbert's  sayii^s  at  random :  —  ^  Light  burdens, 
*lang  borne,  grow  heavie.'  —  'Benefits  please,  like  flowezs, 
'  while  they  are  fresh.'  —  *  Love  and  a  cough  cannot  be  hid.' — 

*  Gt>d  oft  hath  a  gneat  share  in  a  little  house.'  — '  Were  there 
'  no  hearers,  there  would  be  mo  baekbiters.'  — '  The  chicken  is 
<  the  conntiy's,  but  the  city  eats  it.' — '  Slaader  is  a  shipwreck 

*  by  a  dry  teiiq)e8t.' —  *  Theie  would  be  no  great  ones  if  there 
'  were  no  Httle  ones.'  — '  The  comforter's  h«Mi  never  adies.' — 
«  Building  is  a  sweet  impoverishing.' — *  A  great  ship  asks- 

*  deep  waters.'  —  •  Hope  is  the  poor  man's  bread.'  —  *  Forbear 
'  not  sowing  bec^rase  of  birds.' — *  Lawyer's  houses  are  buik  on 
'  the  heads  of  foob.'  —  *  He  that  will  learn  to  pray  let  him  go 

to  sea.'  Bead  these  sentences,  and  such  as  these,  and  then 
meditate  cm  Mrs.  Foyser's  superiority :  for  many  a  man  wish- 
ing to  back  his  own  opinion  by  some  wise  saw,  quotes  one  of 
these  old  adages,  but  Mrs.  Poyser  creates  and  multiplies  pro- 
verbs for  her  own  use,  as  the  occasion  demands ;  nor  do  they 
come  sii^ly,  but  are  hatched  by  the  fervency  of  argument  in 
healthy  groups,  like  the  dsidseDs  in  her  well  stock^  poultry- 
yard.     Mrs.  Poyser  could  have  stood  a  'competitive  examina- 

*  tion '  with  Solomon  himself.  Was  the  general  hypocrisy  of  a 
deceiving  world  ever  so  finely  commented  upon  as  in  her  sighing 
and  regretful  remark,  *Ah!  it's  fine  talking.  Ifs  hard  to  tell 
'  which  is  Old  Harry,  when  everybody's  got  boots  on.*  Or  did 
any  other  strong-minded  woman  ever  conceive  such  an  inspired 
Teplj  to  the  accusation  of  her  sex's  folly,  as  that  made  by 
Irars.  Poyser  to  grumpy  Bartle  Massey,  the  schoolmaster:— 
'  I  am  not  denying  the  foolishness  of  women ;  God  Almighty 

*  made  ^em  to  match  the  men  ?'  Biting  is  the  rough  scorn  with 
which  she  meets  Adam  Bede's  speech  that  he  thought  IKnah 
VTas  settled  amongst  her  friends :  — '  Thought !  yes ;  so  would 

*  anybody  else  ha'  tiiought  that  had  got  their  right  end  up'ards. 
'  But  I  suppose  you  must  be  a  Methodist  to  know  what  a 
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'  MetbodiBt  'uU  do.  If$  ill  ffue$sing  what  the  bats  are  Jiying 
^  after?  Most  ordinal  and  graphic  is  the  description  she  gives 
to  her  ftitare  landlord,  young  Captain  Donnithome,  of  the  bucolic 
state  of  her  mind,  when  urging  the  necessity  of  repurs,  and 
new  gates  to  the  farm :  — 

^  **  Not  as  I  wish  to  speak  disrespectful  o'  them  as  have  got  the 
powor  i'  their  hands,  but  it's  more  than  flesh  and  blood  'iSl  bear 
sometimes^  to  be  toiling  and  striying,  and  up  early  and  down  late,  and 
hardly  sleeping  a  wii^  when  you  he  down  for  thinkii^  as  the  dieese 
may  swell,  or  the  cows  may  slip  their  calf,  or  the  wheat  may  grow 
green  agam  \  the  sheaf — and  aAer  all,  at  th'  end  o'  th'  year,  it*s  like 
as  if  you'd  been  cooking  a  feast  and  had  got  the  smell  of  it  for  your 
pains." 

'Mrs.  Peyser,  once  launched  into  ccmversation,  always  sailed  along 
without  any  check  from  her  preliminary  awe  of  the  gentry.  The 
coofldenee  she  felt  in  her  own  powers  of  exposition  was  a  motive 
force  that  overcame  aU  resistance.'    (Vol  i.  pp.  148,  149.) 

Her  capacity  to  make  an  Amazonian  struggle  for  such  in- 
terests is  manifested  at  a  later  period  by  a  conversation  with 
the  actual  landlord,  part  of  which  we  cannot  forbear  transcrib- 
ing:— 

'As  she  was  standing  at  the  house  door  with  her  knitting,  in  that 
esger  leisure  which  came  to  her  when  the  afternoon  cleaning  was 
done,  ^  saw  the  old  Squire  enter  the  yard  on  his  bkck  pony,  fol- 
lowed by  John  the  groom.  She  always  cited  it  afterwards  as  a  case 
of  prevision,  which  really  had  something  more  in  it  than  her  own 
remariuble  penetration,  that  the  moment  she  set  eyes  on  the  Squire, 
she  said  to  herself  ''  I  shouldna  wonder  if  he's  come  about  that  man 
as  is  a-going  to  tiie  the  Chase  Farm,  wanting  Poyser  to  do  some- 
thing for  him  without  pay.  But  Peyser's  a  fool  if  he  does." '  (Vol. 
ii  p.  326.) 

"'Good-day,  Mrs.  Poyser,"  said  the  old  Squire,  peering  at  her  with 
liis  short-sighted  eyes — a  mode  of  looking  at  her  which,  as  Mrs.  Poyser 
observed,  '^  allays  aggravated  her :  it  was  as  if  you  was  a  insect,  and 
he  was  going  to  dab  his  finger-nail  9n  you.** 

*  However,  she  said,  "  Your  servant,  sir,**  and  curtsied  with  an  air 
of  perfect  deference  as  she  advanced  towards  him :  she  was  not  the 
woman  to  misbehave  towards  her  betters,  and  fly  in  the  face  of  the 
catechism,  without  severe  provocation.'    (YoL  iL  pp.  ^6,  327.) 

But  that  *  severe  provocation '  arises  in  the  wheedling  conver- 
sation which  follows,  and  in  which  even  the  compliments  to  her 
dairy  seem  tinged  with  suspicious  over-reaching  to  the  dear 
vision  of  the  farmer's  notable  wife.  Her  husl^d  is  there, 
'red,  refund,  and  radiant,'  civil  and  expectant,  listening  to  his 
landlord,  who  bts  just  pnused  Mrs.  Peyser's  management  at  the 
expense  of  a  certain  Mrs.  Satchell :  — 
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'*  **  Indeed,  sir,  I  can't  speak  to  that,"  said  Mrs.  Poyser,  in  a  hard 
voice,  rolling  and  unrolling  her  knitting,  and  looking  icily  out  of  the 
window,  as  she  continued  to  stand  opposite  the  Squire.  Poyser 
might  sit  down  if  he  liked,  she  thought :  she  wasn't  going  to  sit 
down,  as  if  she'd  give  in  to  anj  such  smooth-tongued  palaver.  Mr. 
Poyser,  who  looked  and  felt  the  reverse  of  icy,  did  sit  down  in  his 
three-cornered  chair. 

*  **  And  now,  Poyser,  as  Satchell  is  kid  up,  I  am  intending  to  let 
the  Chase  Farm  to  a  respectable  tenant.  I'm  tired  of  having  a  farm 
on  my  own  hands — ^nothing  is  made  the  best  of,  in  such  cases,  as  you 
know.  A  satisfactory  baiUffis  hard  to  find;  and  I  think  you  and  I, 
Poyser,  and  your  excellent  wife  here,  can  enter  into  a  little  arrange- 
ment in  consequence,  which  will  be  to  our  mutual  advantage." 

*  "  Oh,"  said  Mr.  Poyser,  with  a  good-natured  blankness  of  imagi- 
nation as  to  the  nature  of  the  arrangement 

^  **  If  I'm  called  upon  to  speak,  sir,"  said  Mrs.  Poyser,  after  glancing 
at  her  husband  with  pity  at  his  softness,  "  you  know  better  ^an  me ; 
but  I  don't  see  what  the  Chase  Farm  is  t'  us — ^we've  cumber  enough 
wi'  our  own  farm.  Not  but  what  I'm  glad  to  hear  o'  anybody 
respectable  coming  into  the  parish :  there's  some  as  ha'  been  brought 
in  as  hasn't  been  looked  in  i'  that  character." 

* "  You're  likely  to  find  Mr.  Thurle  an  excellent  neighbour,  I  assure 
you :  such  a  one  as  you  will  feel  glad  to  have  accommodated  by  the 
little  plan  I'm  going  to  mention ;  especially  as  I  hope  you  will  find 
it  as  much  to  your  own  advantage  as  his." 

* "  Indeed,  sir,  if  it's  anything  t'  our  advantage,  it'll  be  the  first  offer 
o'  the  sort  I've  beared  on.  It's  them  as  take  advantage  that  get 
advantage  i'  this  world,  I  think :  folks  have  to  wait  long  enough  afore 
it's  brought  to  'em." 

' "  The  fact  is,  Poyser,"  said  the  Squire,  ignoring  Mrs.  Peyser's 
theory  of  worldly  prosperity,  **  there  is  too  much  dairy  land,  and  too 
little  plough  land,  on  the  Chase  Farm,  to  suit  Thurle's  purpose — 
indeed,  he  will  only  take  the  farm  on  condition  of  some  change  in  it : 
his  wife,  it  appears,  is  not  a  clever  dairy-woman,  like  yours.  Now, 
the  plan  I'm  thinking  of  is  to  effect  a  little  exchange." '  (Vol.  ii.  pp. 
330,  33J.) 

The  argument  continues :  -t- 

*  Mr.  Poyser  was  leaning  forward,  with  his  elbows  on  his  knees, 
his  head  on  one  side,  and  his  mouth  screwed  up — apparently  absorbed 
in  making  the  tips  of  his  fingers  meet  so  as  to  represent  with  perfect 
accuracy  the  ribs  of  a  ship.  He  was  much  too  acute  a  man  not  to 
see  through  the  whole  business,  and  to  foresee  perfectly  what  would 
be  his  wife's  view  of  the  subject ;  but  he  disliked  giving  unpleasant 
answers :  unless  it  was  on  a  point  of  farming  practice,  he  would 
rather  give  up  than  have  a  quarrel,  any  day;  and  after  all,  it  mattered 
more  to  his  wife  than  to  him.  So  after  a  few  moments'  silence,  he 
looked  up  at  her  and  said  mildly,  '^  What  dost  say  ?  " 
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*  Mrs.  F<^8er  had  had  her  ejes  fixed  on  her  huBband  with  cold 
severity  during  his  8ilence>  but  now  she  turned  awaj  her  head  with 
a  toss,  looked  icilj  at  the  opposite  roof  of  the  cow-shed,  and  spearing 
lier  knitting  together  with  the  loose  pin,  held  it  firmly  between  her 
clasped  hands. 

*  '^  Say  ?  Why,  I  say  you  may  do  as  you  like  about  giving  up  any 
o'  your  com  land,  afore  your  lease  is  up,  which  it  won't  be  for  a  year 
come  next  Michaelmas  Lady  Day,  but  rU  not  consent  to  take  more 
dairy  work  into  my  hands,  either  for  love  or  money;  and  there's 
nayther  love  nor  money  here,  as  I  can  see,  on'y  other  folks's  love  o' 
theirselves,  and  the  money  as  is  to  go  into  other  folks's  pockets.  I 
know  there's  them  as  is  bom  t'  own  the  land,  and  them  as  is  bom  to 
sweat  on 't," — here  Mrs.  Poyser  paused  to  gasp  a  little — **  and  I  know 
it's  christened  folks's  duty  to  submit  to  their  betters  as  fur  as  flesh 
and  blood  'ull  bear  it;  but  I'll  not  make  a  martyr  o'  myself,  and  wear 
myself  to  skin  and  bone,  and  worret  myself  as  if  I  was  a  chum  wi' 
butter  a-coming  in't,  for  no  landlord  in  England,  not  if  he  was  King 

.  George  himself.'' 

***No^  no,  my  dear  Mrs,  Poyser,  certainly  not,''  said  the  Squire, 
atiU  confident  in  his  own  powers  of  persuasion,  ''  you  must  not  over- 
work yourself ;  but  don't  you  think  your  work  will  rather  be  lessened 
than  increased  in  this  way?  There  is  so  much  milk  required  at  the 
Abbey,  that  you  will  have  little  increase  of  cheese  and  butter  making 
from  the  addition  to  your  dairy ;  and  I  believe  selling  the  milk  is  the 
most  profitable  way  of  disposing  of  dairy  produce,  is  it  not  ?  " 

' "  Ay,  that's  tme,"  said  Mr.  Poyser,  unable  to  repress  an  opinion 
on  a  question  of  farming  profits,  and  forgetting  that  it  was  not  in  this 
case  a  purely  abstract  question. 

* "  I  daresay,"  said  Mrs.  Poyser  bitterly,  turning  her  head  half- 
way towards  her  husband,  and  looking  at  the  vacant  arm-chair — *'  I 
daresay  it's  true  for  men  as  sit  i'  th'  chimney-comer  and  make  believe 
as  everything's  cut  wi'  ins  an'  outs  to  fit  inf  everything  else.  If  you 
could  make  a  pudding  wi'  thinking  o'  the  batter,  it  'ud  be  easy  get- 
ting dinner.  How  do  I  know  whether  the  milk  'uU  be  wanted  con- 
stant? What's  to  make  me  sure  as  the  house  won't  be  put  o'  board- 
wage  afore  we're  many  months  older,  and  then  I  may  have  to  lie 
awake  o'  nights  wi'  twenty  gallons  o'  milk  on  my  mind — and  Dingall 
'uU  take  no  more  butter,  let  alone  paying  for  it;  and  we  must  fat  pigs 
till  we're  obliged  to  beg  the  butcher  on  our  knees  to  buy  'em,  and 
lose  half  of  'em  wi'  the  measles.  And  there's  the  fetclting  and  carry- 
ing, as  'ud  be  welly  half  a  day's  work  for  a  man  an'  boss — ihafs  to 
be  took  out  o'  Ihe  profits,  I  reckon?  But  there's  folks  'ud  hold  a 
sieve  under  the  pump  and  expect  to  carry  away  the  water." 

*  "That  difficulty — about  the  fetching  and  carrying — ^you  will  not 
have,  Mrs.  Poyser,"  said  the  Squire,  who  thought  that  this  entrance 
into  particulars  indicated  a  distant  inclination  to  compromise  on  Mrs. 
Peyser's  part — "Bethell  will  do  that  regularly  with  the  cart  and 
pony." 

'  '*  O,  sir,  begging  your  pardon,  Pve  never  been  used  t'  having 
gentlefolks's  servants  coming  about  my  back  places,  a-making  love  to 
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both  tlte  gells  at  once,  and  keeping  *em  with  their  hands  <m  their 
hips  listening  to  all  manner  o'  gossip  when  thej  should  be  down  on 
their  knees  a-sconring.  H  we're  to  go  to  rcdn,  it  shanna  be  wi'  harm- 
ing our  back  kitchen  tnmed  into  a  public." ' 

Here  the  Squire  dr<^  in  a  mild  but  insidious  hint  that  the 
renewal  o£  Poyser's  lease  may  d^)end  on  hia  assent  to  the  pro- 
posal^ and  that  in  the  erent  of  reftnal  *  Thurle,  who  is  a  man  of 

*  some  capital,  would  be  glad  to  take  both  the  fmna,  as  tbey 

*  could  be  worked  so  well  together.' 

*  To  be  thrust  oat  of  ^e  discasskm  in  this  way  would  have  been 
enough  to  complete  Mnu  Pojrser^s  exasperation,  even  without  tiie 
final  threat.  Her  husband,  really  alarmed  at  the  possibility  of  their 
leaving  the  old  place  where  he  had  been  bred  and  bom  -^  for  he  be- 
lieved the  old  Squire  had  small  spite  enongh  for  aiDything — waa  be> 
ginning  a  mild  remonstrance  explanatory  of  the  inconvenience  he 
should  find  in  having  to  buy  and  sell  more  stock,  with — 

^ ''  Wdl,  sir,  I  think  as  it's  rether  hard"  ....  when  Mrs.  Peyser 
burst  in  with  the  desperate  determination  to  have  her  aay  out  dua 
once,  though  it  were  to  rain  notices  to  quit,  and  the  only  dielter  were 
the  workhouse. 

^  ^Then,  sir,  if  I  may  speak — as,  for  all  Pm  a  woman,  and  theie^a 
folks  as  thinks  a  woman's  fool  enough  to  stan'  by  an'  look  on  while 
the  men  sign  her  soul  away,  Pve  a  right  to  speak,  for  I  make  <me 
quarter  &  the  rent,  and  save  th'  other  quarter^— I  say,  if  Mr.  Thurle's 
so  ready  to  take  farms  under  you,  it's  a  pity  but  what  he  should  take 
this,  and  see  if  he  likes  to  live  in  a  house  wi'  all  the  plagues  o'  Egjpt 
in  't — wi'  the  cellar  full  o'  water,  and  frogs  and  toads  hopinn'  up  the 
steps  by  dosens — and  the  fioors  rotten,  and  the  rats  and  mice  gnaw- 
ing every  bit  o'  cheese,  and  runnin'  over  our  heads  as  we  lie  i'  bed 
tUl  we  expect  'em  to  eat  us  up  alive— as  it's  a  mercy  they  hanaa  eat 
the  children  long  agol  I  should  like  to  see  if  there's  anchor  tenaat 
besides  Poyser  as  'ud  put  up  wi'  never  having  a  bit  o'  repaira  done 
till  a  place  tumbles  down — and  not  then,  on'y  in!  begging  and  pray- 
ing, and  having  to  pay  half-^and  being  strung  up  wi'  the  rent  as  it's 
much  if  he  gets  enough  out  o'  the  land  to  pay,  for  all  he's  put  his 
own  money  into  the  ground  beforehand.  See  if  you'll  get  a  stranger 
to  lead  such  a  life  here  as  that :  a  maggot  must  be  bom  i'  the  rotten 
cheese  to  li^e*  it,  I  reckon.  You  may  run  away  from  my  woi^ 
sir,"  continued  Ifrs.  Poyser,  following  the  old  Squire  beyond  the 
door-^for  afler  the  first  moments  of  stunned  surprise  he  had  got  up^ 
and  waving  his  hand  towards  her  widi  a  smile,  had  walked  out 
towards  his  pony.  But  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  get  away  im- 
mediately, for  J<im  was  walking  the  pony  up  and  down  the  yard, 
and  was  some  distance  from  the  causeway  when  his  master  beckoned. 

*  "You  may  run  away  from  my  words,  sir,  and  you  may  go  spin- 
nin'  underhand  ways  o*  doing  us  a  mischief,  for  youVe  got  Old  Harry 
to  your  friend,  though  nobody  else  is;  but  I  tell  you  for  once  aa  we're 
not  dumb  eveaturs  to  be  abused  and  made  money  on  by  them  aa  ha' 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1859.  Jdam  Bede.  235 

go^  ihe  lash  F  tbeir  kands,  for  want  o'  knowing  bow  f  undo  the 
An'  if  Tm  ih'  only  one  as  speaks  mj  mind,  there's  plenty  o' 
le  way  o'  thinking  i'  this  purish  and  the  next  to  %  for  your 
e's  no  better  than  a  brimst<»ie  mateh  in  everybody's  nose—if  it 
two-three  old  folks  as  you  think  o'  saving  your  soul  by  giving 
'em  a  bit  o'  flannel  and  a  drop  o'  porridge.  An'  you  may  be  right  i' 
tlitnking  itil  take  but  little  to  save  your  soul,  for  it'll  be  the  smallest 
aaidn'  y*  iver  made,  wi'  all  your  scrapin'." 

'  Itere  are  occasions  on  which  two  senrant-girls  and  a  waggoner 
may  be  a  formidable  audience,  and  as  the  Squire  rode  away  on  his 
Uaiek  pony,  even  the  gift  of  i^ort-sightednesB  did  not  prev^it  him 
finom  being  mrace  that  Mdty,  and  Nancy,  and  Tim  were  grinning 
not  lur  fiom  him.  Perhi^  he  suspected  that  sour  old  John  was 
gpimnag  behind  him — which  was  also  the  fact.  Meanwhile  the  bull- 
dog, the  black-and-tan  terrier,  Alick's  sheep-dog,  and  the  gander 
hiamng  at  a  safe  distance  from  the  pony's  heels,  carried  out  the  idea 
of  Mrs.  Peyser's  solo  in  an  impressive  quartett 

^Mrs.  Foyser,  however,  had  no  sooner  seen  the  pony  move  off  than 
she  turned  round,  gave  the  two  hilarious  damsels  a  look  which  drove 
them  into  the  back  kitchen,  and  imspearing  her  knitting,  began  to 
ksit  agBBi  with  her  usual  nqpidify,  as  ^e  re-enteied  the  house.' 
(V6L  ii  pp.  332-9.) 

It  18  a  comfort^  at  the  dose  of  this  scene,  to  remember  the 
deecription  of  Mrs.  Foyser  on  her  first  introduction  to  the 
readers  of  Adam  Bede,  and  to  know  that  though  she  thus 
chased  her  landlord  before  her  like  a  turkey  cock,  she  made 
Pojser  happy,  and  dealt  kindly  with  all  at  home. 

*  Do  not  suppose,  however,  that  Mrs.  Foyser  was  dderly  or  shrewish 
io  her  appearance ;  she  was  a  good-looking  woman,  not  more  than 
eigfat-and-ihirty,  of  fair  oomplexion,  and  sandy  hair,  well-shapea, 
]]ght-£K>4ed :  the  most  conspicuous  article  in  her  attire  was  an  ample 
checkered  linen  apron,  which  almost  covered  her  skirt ;  and  nothhig 
eottld  be  plainer  or  less  noticeable  than  her  cap  and  gown,  for  there 
was  no  weakness  of  which  she  was  less  tolerant  than  feminine  vanity, 
and  the  preference  of  ornament  to  utility.  The  family  likeness 
between  her  and  her  niece,  Dinah  Morris,  with  the  contrast  between 
her  keenness  and  Dinah's  seraphic  gentieness  of  expression,  might 
ha»ve  served  a  painter  as  an  excellent  suggestion  for  a  Martha  and 
Mary.  Their  ^Fes  were  just  of  the  same  colour,  but  a  striking  test 
of  the  (yfSerenee  in  their  operation  was  seen  in  the  demeanour  of  Trip, 
the  black-and-tan  terrier,  whenever  that  much-suspected  dog  unwarily 
exposed  himself  to  the  freezing  arctic  ray  of  M^  Foyser's  glance.* 
(VoL  i.  pp.  133,  134.) 

But  Mr&  Foyser  had  kindly  glances  too :  ^e  did  not  belong 
to  that  race  of  strong-minded  women  of  whom  we  think  with  a 
soose-skiiined  shudder :  she  was  merely  of  the  opinion  expressed 
m  another  of  the  *  Jacula  prndeDftom,'  Aet  *  a  goitle  housewife 
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*  mars  the  household/  and  '  a  sleepy  master  makes  his  servant  a 
'  lout : '  and  if^  in  her  shrewd  wisdom^  she  understood  the  full 
value  of  the  defensive  proverb  —  *  Love  your  neighbour,  yet 
^puU  not  down  your  hedge/  —  she  also  admitted  to  her  h^ut 
that  tenderest  of  mystic  mottoes  — '  To  a  child  all  weather  is 
^cold;'  and  performed  her  part  in  the  blessed  charities  of  life 
with  a  zeal  and  kindliness,  that  many  a  milder-spoken  female 
might  copy  with  advantage.  Great  is  the  habitual  skill  with 
which  Mr.  Eliot  softens  the  picture  for  us  with  continual  touches 
of  love,  by  giving  to  this  erect  thistle  of  a  woman  the  cheery  little 
bud,  ^  Totty,'  blooming  sunnily,  coaxed  and  indulged  in  the  at- 
mosphere of  all  that  well-wielded  authority;  and  by  making  the 
gentle  Dissenter,  quiet  Dinah  Morris,  an  orphan,  dependent  on 
the  tenderness  of  a  disposition  always  strict  but  never  stem. 

Equal,  if  not  superior,  is  the  skill  with  which  the  whole 
delineation  of  Hetty  Sorrel's  character  moderates  our  pity  for 
her  fate.  When  Dickens  drew  his  picture  of  the  *  Child- Wife,' 
he  seems  to  have  had  an  instinct  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
nip  that  pretty  blossom  before  it  reached  maturity.  In  the  spring- 
tide of  youth  and  beauty  she  was  bewitching,  but  what  sort  of 
wife  in  after  years  would  the  child-wife  have  made?  What 
sort  of  wife  would  any  one  have  made  who  remained  so  childish 
in  spite  of  womanhood  ?  To  die,  was  the  only  way  to  retain 
the  interest  excited  by  the  story.  Mr.  Eliot  seems  in  like 
manner  to  have  felt  that  his  Hetty  should  not  obtain  too  great 
a  hold  over  the  heart  of  the  reader;  —  should  not  be  too  interest- 
ing. He  has  given  us  an  intense  and  vivid  perception  of  h^ 
beauty,  but  all  else  is  as  a  check  and  a  drag  on  the  power  of 
that  one  attraction.  She  falls  so  easily,  she  loves  so  cddly, 
there  is  so  much  of  blind  vanity  and  apathy  in  her  nature,  that 
she  commands  sympathy  neither  as  a  bad  man's  victim,  nor  as  a 

food  man's  love.  And  this  was  necessary  to  the  story.  Had 
[etty  been  different,  how  could  those  two  men  ever  have 
shaken  hands  again,  noble  Adam  Bede  the  carpenter,  and 
Arthur  Donnithome  the  gentieman  ?  Or  how  could  we  feel  so 
satisfied  that  ^  all  is  for  the  best,'  when  the  green  hue  of  a  new 
hope  springs  like  grass  over  her  grave,  and  a  better  reality  con- 
soles Adam  for  the  lost  dream  of  her  love?  Let  any  one  read 
the  artist-like  description  of  her  beauty,  and  he  will  feel 
vaguely  enamoured  of  the  image  conjured  up,  as  Pygmalion  of 
the  work  of  his  chiselling  hands.  But  reading  on  and  on,  the 
impression  that  after  all  she  was  but  a  toy  fit  for  a  sensual 
fancy,  overbears  all  others.  Here  is  Hetty  standing  in  Mrs. 
Peyser's  cool  fresh  didry,  before  the  days  of  sin  and  sorrow 
darken  down  on  her  young  head :  — 
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'  It  is  of  little  use  for  me  to  tell  70a  that  Hetty's  cheek  was  like  a 
rose-petal^  that  dimples  plajed  aboat  her  pouting-lips,  that  her  large 
dark  ejes  hid  a  soft  roguishness  under  their  long  lashes^  and  that  her 
curly  hair^  though  all  pushed  back  under  her  round  cap  while  she  was 
at  work,  stole  back  in  dark  delicate  rings  on  her  forehead,  and  about 
her  white  shell-like  ears ;  it  is  of  little  use  for  me  to  say  how  lovely 
was  the  contour  of  her  pink  and  white  neckerchief,  tucked  into  her 
low  plum«colonred  stuff  bodice,  or  how  the  linen  butter-making 
apron,  with  its  bib,  seemed  a  thing  to  be  imitated  in  silk  by  duchesses, 
since  it  fell  in  such  charming  lines,  or  how  her  brown  stockings  and 
thick-soled  buckled  shoes  lost  all  that  clumsiness  which  they  must 
certainly  have  had  when  empty  of  her  foot  and  ankle ;— of  little  use, 
mdess  you  have  seen  a  woman  who  affected  you  as  Hetty  affected  her 
beholders,  for  otherwise,  though  you  might  conjure  up  the  image  of  a 
lovely  woman,  she  would  not  in  the  least  resemble  that  distracted 
kitten-like  maiden.  Hetty's  was  a  spring-tide  beauty;  it  was  the 
beauty  of  young  frisking  things,  round-limbed,  gambolling,  circum* 
venting  you  by  a  false  air  of  innocence — the  innocence  of  a  young 
star-browed  calf,  for  example,  that,  b^ng  inclined  for  a  promenade 
out  of  bounds,  leads  you  a  severe  steeple-chase  over  hedge  and  ditch, 
and  only  comes  to  a  stand  in  the  middle  of  a  bog.'  (Vol.  i.  pp. 
152,  loa) 

Unable  to  see  the  merits  or  feel  the  worth,  of  noble  Adam 
Bede: — 

'  Always  when  Adam  stayed  away  for  several  weeks  from  the  Hall 
Farm,  and  otherwise  made  some  show  of  resistance  to  his  passion  as 
a  foolish  one,  Hetty  took  care  to  entice  him  back  into  the  net  by  little 
airs  of  meekness  and  timidity,  as  if  she  were  in  trouble  at  his  neglect. 
But  as  to  marrying  Adam,  that  was  a  very  different  affair !  There 
was  nothing  in  the  world  to  tempt  her  to  do  that  Her  cheeks  never 
grew  a  shade  deeper  when  his  name  was  mentioned ;  she  felt  no  thrill 
when  she  saw  him  passing  along  the  causeway  by  the  window,  or 
advancing  towards  her  unexpectedly  in  the  footpath  across  the 
meadow ;  she  felt  nothing  when  his  eyes  rested  on  her,  but  the  cold 
triumph  of  knowing  that  he  loved  her,  and  would  not  care  to  look  at 
Mary  Burge :  he  could  no  more  stir  in  her  the  emotions  that  make 
the  sweet  intoxication  of  young  love,  than  the  mere  picture  of  a  sun 
can  stir  the  spring  sap  in  the  subtle  fibres  of  the  plant.  She  saw  him 
as  he  was — a  poor  man,  with  old  parents  to  keep,  who  would  not  be 
able,  for  a  long  while  to  come,  to  give  her  even  such  luxuries  as  she 
shaied  in  her  uncle's  house.  And  Hetty's  dreams  were  all  of  luxu- 
ries :  to  sit  in  a  carpeted  parlour  and  always  wear  white  stockings ; 
to  have  some  large  beautiful  ear-rings,  such  as  were  all  the  fashion  ; 
to  have  Nottingham  lace  round  the  top  of  her  gown,  and  something 
to  make  her  handkerchief  smell  nice,  like  Miss  Lydia  Donnithorne's 
when  she  drew  it  out  at  church ;  and  not  to  be  obliged  to  get  up 
early  or  be  scolded  by  anybody.  She  thought,  if  Adam  had  been 
rich  and  could  have  given  ner  these  things^  she  loved  him  well  enough 
to  matry  him:    (Vol.  i.  pp.  181,  182.) 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


238  Adam  Bede.  Jviff 

And  here  is  Hetty  on  the  road  to  temptation  and  nun ;  tiyii]^ 
on  ear-rings  with  the  eagerness  but  not  widi  the  mnirfiwh 
parity  of  Margaret  in  Goethe's  Faust. 

'  No  eyelafihes  could  be  more  beaatifnl  than  Hetty's^  and  now,  while 
she  walks  with  her  pigeon<4ike  stateliness  along  the  room  and  looks 
down  on  her  shouldm  bordered  bjthe  old  black  laoe,  the  dark  fringe 
shows  to  perfection  on  her  pink  cheek.    They  are  but  dim  ill-defined 
pictures  that  her  narrow  bit  of  an  imagination  can  make  of  the  fatore; 
but  of  every  picture  ^  is  the  central  figure,  in  fiaedothes ;  Ci^taia 
Donnithome  is  very  close  to  her,  putting  his  arm  round  her,  perhaps 
kissing  her,  and  eyerybody  else  is  admiring  and  envying  her— e^e- 
eially  Mary  Burge,  whose  new  print  dress  looks  very  contemptiUe 
by  the  dde  of  Hetty's  resplendent  toilette.    Does  any  sweet  or  sad 
memory  mingle  with  this  dream  of  the  future — any  loving  thought 
of  her  aeccmd  parents—^  thechildrea  she  had  helped  to  tend— of  any 
yomdifiil  companion,  any  pet  animal,  any  relic  of  her  own  childhood 
even?    Not  one.    There  are  some  plants  that  have  hardly  any  roots: 
you  may  tear  them  froin  their  native  nodk  of  rodL  or  wall,  and  just 
lay  them  over  your  ornamental  fi^ywer-pot,  and  they  bloseom  none  the 
worse.     Hetty  could  have  cast  all  her  past  life  behind  her  and  never 
cared  to  be  reminded  of  it  again.    I  think  she  had  no  feeling  at  all 
towards  the  old  house,  and  did  not  like  the  Jacob's  Ladder  and  the 
long  row  of  hollyhocks  in  the  garden  better  than  other  flowers — per- 
haps not  so  well    It  was  wonderful  how  little  she  seemed  to  care 
about  waiting  on  her  uncle,  who  had  been  a  good  father  to  her :  she 
hardly  ever  remembered  to  reach  him  his  pipe  at  the  right  time  with- 
out heaMg  told,  unless  a  visitor  happened  to  be  there,  who  woidd  have 
a  better  opportunity  of  seeing  her  as  she  walked  across  the  hearth. 
Hetty  did  not  understand  how  anybody  could  be  very  fond  of  middle 
aged  pec^le.    And  as  for  those  tiresome  children,  Ibirty  and  Toomiy 
and  Totty,  they  had  been  the  very  nuisance  of  her  life — as  bad  as 
buzzing  insects  that  will  come  teaMng  you  on  a  hot  day  when  you 
want  to  be  quiet    Hetty  would  have  been  glad  to  hear  that  she 
should  never  see  a  child  again ;  ihey  were  worse  than  the  nasty  little 
lambs  that  the  shepherd  was  always  bringing  in  to  be  taken  special 
care  of  in  lambing  time ;  for  the  lambs  were  got  rid  of  sooner  or  later. 
As  for  the  young  chickens  and  turiceys,  Hetty  would  have  hated  the 
very  word  '^hatching,''  if  her  aunt  had  not  bribed  her  to  attend  to 
the  young  poultry  by  promising  her  the  proceeds  of  <Hie  out  of  every 
brood.    The  round  downy  chickens  peeing  out  from  under  their 
mother^s  wing  never  touched  Ifetty  with  any  pleasure ;  that  was  not 
the  sort  of  prettiness  she  cared  about,  but  she  did  care  about  the 
prettiness  of  the  new  things  she  would  buy  for  herself  at  Treddlest(m  . 
fair  with  the  money  they  fetched.    And  yet  she  looked  so  dimpled, 
so  charming,  as  she  stooped  down  to  put  the  soaked  bread  under  the 
hen-coop,  daiat  you  must  have  been  a  very  acute  pers<mage  indeed  to 
suspect  her  of  that  hardness.    Molly,  the  housemaid,  with  a  turn-up 
nose  and  a  protuberant  jaw,  was  reallv  a  tender-hearted  girl,  and,  as 
Mrs.  Poyser  said,  a  jewel  to  look  amr  the  poultry,  but  her  stolid 
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fiace  showed  notfaing  of  this  matenud  delight,  any  more  than  a  brown 
earthenware  pitcher  will  show  the  light  of  die  lamp  within  it.* 
(VoL  L  pp.  286-9.) 

Andhere^yet  later^goingtothefesliTal  on  Arthur's  birthday  :— 

<  See !  she  has  got  a  beantifial  pair  of  gold  and  pearls  and  garnet, 
Wing  snngfy  in  a  pretty  little  box  lined  with  white  satin.  O  tiie  de- 
hgfat  of  ts^knig  ont  that  little  box  and  looking  at  the  ear-rings.'  (YoL 
ii.  p.  144.) 

<  Ahy  you  tiunk^  it  is  for  the  sake  of  the  person  who  has  giTU 
fhem  to  her,  and  her  Noughts  are  gone  bade  now  to  the  moment 
when  they  were  put  into  her  hands.'    ( Yol.  ii.  p.  144.) 

*No,  she  was  not  thinking  most  of  tiie  giver  when  she  smiled  at 
the  ear-rings,  for  now  she  is  taking  them  out  of  the  box,  not  to  press 
tbem  to  her  Hps,  but  to  fasten  Ihem  in  her  ears,  —  only  for  one  mo- 
ment, to  see  how  pretty  they  bok^  as  she  peeps  at  them  in  ^e  glass 
against  the  wall,  with  first  one  position  of  the  head  and^en  another, 
ue  a  Bstening  bird.  It  is  impossible  to  be  wise  on  the  subject  of 
ear-rings  as  one  looks  at  her ;  what  should  ^oee  delicate  pearls  and 
crystals  be  made  for,  if  not  for  such  ears?  One  cannot  even  find 
fmtt  with  the  tiny  round  hole  which  they  leave  when  they  are  taken 
ovt;  perhaps  water-nizies>  and  snch  lovely  dungs  without  souls,  have 
theae  little  round  holes  in  tiieir  ears  by  nature,  ready  to  hang  jewels 
in.  And  Hetty  mmt  be  one  of  them :  it  is  too  painful  to  tlmik  that 
die  is  a  woman,  with  a  woman's  destiny  before  her.'  (YoL  ii.  pp. 
145,  146.) 

When  Arthur  writes  to  explain  that  he  oannot  marry  her> 
beautifully  true  to  nature  it  tiie  acceant  of  the  dreary  reading, 
and  the  dreary  rising  to  ber  first  fbrsakan  day  I 

*But  when  she  took  up  the  crushed  letter  and  put  it  in  her  drawer, 
that  she  might  lock  it  out  of  sight,  hard  smarting  tears,  having  no 
relief  in  them  as  the  great  drops  had  that  fell  last  night,  forced  their 
way  into  her  eyes.  She  wiped  them  away  quickly :  she  must  not  cry 
in  the  day-time :  nobody  should  find  out  how  miserable  she  was,  no- 
body should  know  she  was  disappointed  about  an3rthing ;  and  the 
diought  that  the  ^es  of  her  aunt  and  uncle  would  be  upon  her,  gave 
her  the  self-command  whieh  often  aoeompanies  a  great  dread.  For 
Hetty  looked  ont  from  her  secret  misery  towards  the  possibility  of 
their  ever  knowing  what  had  happened,  as  the  sick  and  weary  pri- 
soner might  think  of  the  possible  pillory.  They  would  think  her 
conduct  diameful;  and  shame  was  torture.  That  was  poor  little 
Hetty's  conscience. 

'  So  she  locked  up  her  drawer,  and  went  away  to  her  early  work. 

*  In  the  evening,  when  Mr.  Poyser  was  smoking  his  pipe,  and  his 
good-nature  was  therefore  at  its  superlative  moment,  Hetty  seized  the 
oj^portunity  of  her  aunt's  absence  to  say, 

<  ^  Uncle,  I  wish  you'd  let  me  go  for  a  lady's  maid." '  (YoL  ii.  pp, 
814,  315.) 
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Mr.  Foyser^  howeyer,  suggests  matrimony  instead. 

'And  when  she  was  in  her  bedroom  again,  the  possibility  of  her 
marrying  Adam  presented  itself  to  her  in  a  new  light.  In  a  mind 
where  no  strong  sjrmpathies  are  at  work^  where  there  is  no  suprone 
sense  of  right  to  which  the  agitated  nature  can  ding  and  steady  itself 
to  quiet  endurance,  one  of  the  first  results  of  sorrow  is  a  desperate 
vague  clutching  after  any  deed  that  will  change  the  actual  condition. 
Poor  Hetty's  vision  of  consequences,  at  no  time  more  than  a  narroir 
fantastic  calculation  of  her  own  probable  pleasures  and  pains,  was 
now  quite  shut  out  by  reckless  irritation  under  present  suffering,  and 
she  was  ready  for  one  of  those  convulsive,  motiveless  actions  by  which 
wretched  men  and  women  leap  from  a  temporary  sorrow  into  a  life- 
long  misery. 

<  Why  should  she  not  marry  Adam?    She  did  not  care  what  she 
did,  so  that  it  made  some  change  in  her  life.'  (Vol.  ii.  pp.  320,  321.) 

But  HetQr  does  not  marry  Adam ;  she  ^oes  away  to  seek 
her  former  lover  and  avoid  shame,  after  havmg  allowed  Adam 
to  fix  the  day  for  their  marriage.  We  will  not  weaken  by 
extracts  the  effect  produced  by  the  account  of  that  moumfiil 
journey,  or  Hetty's  after  wanderings,  or  the  attempt  to  nerve 
herself  to  commit  suicide.  Truly  Shaksperian  is  the  power 
Mr.  Eliot  possesses  of  adapting  his  thoughts  to  every  nature 
and  to  every  situation ;  and  in  the  struggles  of  this  weak  soul 
to  come  to  some  strong  resolution^  in  the  contrast  of  the  clinging 
love  of  Ufe,  and  the  desire  somehow  to  end  the  inextricable  difiS- 
culties  of  her  position^  he  has  shown  as  great  a  mastery  as  ever 
any  author  displayed^  whether  in  prose  or  verse.  Stilly  when 
all  is  over,  a  sense  predominates  of  the  utter  inferiority  of  poor 
Hetty's  nature,  and  to  the  last  our  sensations  follow  the  lead  the 
author  takes  in  his  first  description  of  her,  and  it  is  rather  as 
for  some  pet  animal  tortured  and  crushed^  than  as  a  conscious 
suffering  woman^  that  our  painful  pity  dwells  on  the  end. 

Apart  from  all  delineations  of  character^  apart  from  all  pro- 
gress in  the  story>  stand  passages  of  wit  which  charm  us  by 
tiieir  poetry^  or  make  us  smile  by  their  humour  In  this  last 
quality  Mr.  Eliot  resembles  Hawthorne^  the  American  author, 
more  than  any  other  writer  with  whom  we  are  acquainted. 
The  sentence  describing  Mr.  Craig  the  gardener,  the  ^  man  of 
^  sober  passions/  who  is  also  one  of  Hetty's  suitors  (though  not 
a  very  eager  one),  and  who,  after  an  extra  glass  of  grog,  had 
been  heard  to  say  of  her,  that  ^  the  lass  was  well  enough,'  and 
that  *  a  man  might  do  worse,'  but  on  convivial  occasions  men  are 
apt  to  express  themselves  strongly  (vol.  ii.  p.  56.),  has  all  the 
scent  of  the  Hawthorne  bough. 
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And  so  have  many  others^  more  especially  in  his  earlier  work, 
the  *  Scenes  of  Clerjpal  Life.'  In  a  certain  minute,  yet  not 
tedloos,  habit  of  description  he  also  resembles  Hawthorne ;  the 
Clerical  meeting  at  Milby  Vicarage, — the  description  of  Knebly 
Church, — the  delightful  narrowness  of  Mrs.  Patten's  soul, — the 
account  of  Miss  Pratt,  —  of  large  fwr  mild-eyed  Milly  and  the 
lithe  dark  thin-lipped  Countess, — the  wondenul  account  of  the 
pauper  audience  Millv's  husband  endeavours  to  enlighten,  —  all 
seem  written  under  the  same  vigorous  yet  blossomy  shade,  and 
to  be  flowers  of  the  Hawthorne  species.  Mr.  Eliot  has  been 
compared  to  Thackeray ;  but  Thackeray's  chief  power  lies  in 
describing  the  sort  of  world  we  live  in,  and  the  author  of 
Adam  Bede  leads  us  into  the  world  we  do  not  live  in.  Nor 
are  the  women  of  his  story  otherwise  than  immeasurably 
superior  to  the  heroines  of  Thackeray's  stories,  who  (to  the 
despair  of  the  sex  that  were  '  made  to  match  the  men ')  are 
UDiformly  represented  by  that  great  writer  either  as  foolish 
and  good,  or  intelligent  and  wicked.  In  Thackeray's  hands 
Hetty  would  have  been  the  only  virtuous  woman,  by  divine 
right  of  her  inferiority,  and  Mrs.  Poyser's  shrewdness  would 
have  been  turned  to  the  worst  account,  instead  of  raising,  as  at 
present,  *  her  price  above  rubies'  in  our  own  private  estimate 
of  proverbial  philosophy. 

Mr.  Eliot's  descriptions  of  scenery  are  perfect :  witness  his 
graphic  picture  of  the  succession  of  the  seasons  ('Scenes  of 

*  Clerical  Life,'  vol.  i.  p.  248.) ;  and  so  are  his  descriptions  of 
children.  We  forbear  (from  dread  of  bachelors)  to  dwell  on 
Totty's  ways,  or  to  give  more  than  one  Gainsborough  re- 
presentation of  '  the  sturdy  fellow  of  five,  in  knee  breeches 

*  and  red  legs,  who  had  a  rusty  milk-can  round  his  neck  by 

*  way  of  drum.'  We  forbear  (though  with  regret)  the  intro- 
duction to  our  readers  of  Totty's  bala  doll,  ignominiously '  topsy 

*  turvied'  by  her  insulting  brother.  We  forbear  the  account 
of  the  festival  and  village  games  in '  Adam  Bede, '  worthy  the 
pen  of  the  Author  of  'Tom  Brown's  Schooldftys'  and  the 

*  Scouring  of  the  White  Horse,'  We  forbear  any  notice  of 
Adam  B^e's  agony,  except  the  marvellous  coincidence  of  de- 
scription which  tallies  with  Dickens's  account  of  the  Jew's  trial, 
when  the  man  wonders  who  will  mend  the  broken  rail  of  the 
dock  where  he  stands ;  proving  what  small  things  will  occupy 
the  soul  in  moments  of  supreme  anguish. 

'Adam  sat  looking  at  the  clock:  the  minute-hand  was  hurrying 
along  the  last  ^re  minutes  to  ten,  with  a  loud  hard  indifferent  tick, 
and  Adam  watched  the  movement  and  listened  to  the  sound  as  if  he 
had  had  some  reason  for  doing  so.    In  our  times  of  bitter  suffering, 

VOI-.  ex.  NO.  CCXXIII.  R 
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there  are  tlmost  always  theee  pauses,  when  our  consdouaiieBs  ia  be- 
numbed to  everything  but  some  trivial  perc^ion  or  sensation.  Ift  is 
as  if  semi-idiocy  came  to  give  us  rest  from  the  memory  and  tbe 
dread  which  refuse  to  leave  us  in  our  sle^.'    (YoL  iii.  p.  73.) 

But  we  cannot  forbear  touching  lightly  on  Mr.  Eliot'e  cnrioos 
theory  of  inherited  looks^  as  a  new  page  in  the  science  of 
metaphysics  and  the  study  of  physiognomy,  and  a  specimen  of 
the  extrenae  delicacy  of  ajialysis  and  observation  with  whidi  he 
handles  all  the  mysteries  of  human  character. 

<  Family  likeness  has  often  a  deep  sadness  in  it  NaturCy  that  great 
tragic  dramatist,  knits  us  together  by  bone  and  musde,  and  divides 
us  by  the  subtler  web  of  our  brains ;  blends  yearning  and  repulsioo ; 
and  ties  us  by  our  heartstrings  to  the  beings  that  jar  us  at  every 
movement  We  hear  a  voice  with  the  ^erj  cadence  of  our  own 
uttering  the  tiboughts  we  despise;  we  see  eyes — ah!  so  like  our 
mother's — averted  from  us  in  cold  alienation ;  and  our  last  dading 
child  startles  us  with  the  air  and  gestures  of  the  sister  we  parted 
from  in  bitterness  long  years  ago.  The  father  to  whom  we  owe  our 
best  heritage — the  mechanical  instinct,  the  keen  sensibility  to  har- 
mony, the  unconscious  skill  of  the  modelling  hand — galls  us,  and 
puts  us  to  shame  by  his  daily  errors ;  the  long-lost  mother,  whose  bee 
we  begin  to  see  in  the  glass  as  our  own  wrinkles  come,  once  fretted 
our  young  souls  with  her  anxious  humours  and  irrational  persistence.' 
(Vol  i.  pp.  67,  68.) 

<  Nature  has  her  language,  and  she  is  not  unveracious ;  but  we 
don't  know  all  the  intricacies  of  her  syntax  just  yet,  and  in  a  hasty 
reading  we  may  happen  to  extract  the  very  opposite  of  her  real 
meaning.  Long  dark  eyelashes,  now :  what  can  be  more  exquisite  ? 
I  find  it  impossible  not  to  expect  some  depth  of  soul  behind  a  deep 
grey  eye  with  a  long  dark  eyelash,  in  spite  of  an  experience  whidi 
has  shown  me  that  they  may  go  along  with  deceit,  peculation,  and 
stupidity.  But  if,  in  the  reaction  of  Ssgust,  I  have  betaken  myself 
to  a  fishy  eye,  there  has  been  a  surprising  similarity  of  result.  One 
begins  to  suspect  at  length  that  there  is  no  direct  correlation  between 
eyelashes  and  morals ;  or  else,  that  the  eyelashes  express  the  di^Kisi- 
tion  of  the  fair  one's  grandmother,  which  is  on  the  whole  less  impor- 
tant to  us.'    (Vol.  i.  pp.  285,  286.) 

Nor  can  we  omit,  in  concluding  this  notice  of  a  most 
remarkable  book,  eome  notice  of  the  disputes  as  to  its  author- 
ship. The  newspapers  have  been  full  of  them.  Mr.  Andere, 
Bector  of  Kirkby,  writes  early  in  April  of  this  year  to  assure 
the  world  that  *  the  Author  of  Adam  Bede  is  Mr.  Liggins  of 
^  Nuneaton,  Warwickshire,'  and  the  characters  whom  he  paints 
in  'Scenes  of  Clerical  Life'  are  'as  familiar  there  as  the 
*  twin  spires  of  Coventry.' 

But  just  as  we  hav#  satisfied  our  minds  that  this  is  the  true 
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state  of  the  oaee,  and  are  fediog  greatly  obliged  to  Mr.  Anders, 
a  wrathful  letter  from  ^George  Eliot'  disturbs  us;  asking 
(not  uBreaaonably)  whether  ^the  act  of  puUishing  a  book 
^  dejuriyes  a  man  of  all  claim  to  the  courtesies  usual  amongst 
'  gentknuten ?'    And  adding — 

'  If  noty  the  attempt  to  prj  into  what  is  obyiousljr  meant  to  be 
withheld---m7  name-— and  to  publish  the  rumours  which  such  prying 
may  give  rise  to,  seems  to  me  quite  indefensible,  still  more  so  to  state 
these  rumours  as  ascertained  truths. — I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c., 

'Geobob  Euot.' 

Then  comes  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  and  Ber.  S.  G.  Osborne, 
inmsting  on  knowing  the  truth ;  more  especidly  as  some  gen- 
tlemam  is  'reoeivinjg  subscriptions'  as  the  ill-used  author  of 
^Adam  Bede.'  Finally,  the  Messrs.  Blackwood^  turning  at 
last  to  throw  a  stone^ — Uke  men  yAio  haye  beea  too  long  barked 
at  in  the  street, —  declare  that^ 

*  Those  works  are  not  written  by  Mr.  Liggins,  or  by  any  one  with 
a  name  like  Liggins,  and  if  any  person  is  receiving  charitable  c<m- 
tributions  on  the  ground  of  being  the  author  of  the  said  works,  he  is 
doing  so  under  false  pretences.' 

Now  upon  all  this  we  haye  only  to  remark^  that  we  cordially 
agree  in  the  dictum  of  Mr.  George  Eliot  that  ^the  attempt 
^to  pry  into  what  is  obyioudy  meant  to  be  withheld, — lus 
<  name, —  is  quite  indefensible,'  but  it  is  dear  that  in  tUs  case 
the  truth  is  not  yet  before  the  public.  The  latest  suggestion 
we  haye  receiyed  attributes  the  authorship  of  '  Adam  Bede '  to 
a  lady,  also  a  native  of  that  part  of  Warwickshire  with  which 
internal  eyid^Eice  connects  the  work.  Howeyer  this  may  be, 
the  publiealion  of  another  work  on  whidi  the  alleged  author 
is  said  to  be  engaged  may  clear  up  the  mystery.  But  how  ludi- 
crous would  it  seem  if,  on  seeing  some  handsome  specimen 
of  human  nature  —  some  tail  graceful  man  walking  harm- 
lessly down  St  James's  Street,  we  were  to  run  after  him^ 
and  suddenly  address  him  with  wild  compliments  on  his  appear- 
ance, and  a  request  to  know  to  what  family  he  belongs,  what 
has  been  his  past  history,  and  what  are  his  future  prospects  ? 
Yet  this  is  not  in  fact  a  whit  more  absurd  than  the  conduct  pur- 
sued by  a  portion  of  the  reading  public  towards  those  who 
excite  mingled  curiosity  and  admiration  by  the  production  of  a 
popular  bode.  Why  is  the  inner  mtax  to  be  so  much  less  sacred 
than  the  outward  man  ?  Why  is  the  *  gentle  public'  to  feel  hurt 
at  not  being  immediately  gratified  with  an  account  of  the  birth, 
parentage,  and  education  of  a  successful  author,  and  yet  be  con- 
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tent  to  go  to  the  graye  without  knowing  whether  a  gentleman 
wears  a  beurd  beeause  he  fought  in  the  Crimea,  or  because  it  is 
his  good  pleasure  not  to  shave?  Why  does  the  authorship  of 
one  man  immediately  confer  on  hundreds  of  his  fellow-creatures 
a  supposed  right  to  address  him  without  an  introduction— to  ask 
him  for  his  autograph .  and  a  lock  of  his  hair  ?  Why  should  a 
man  who  has  made  proof  of  excellent  occupation  of  his  time  by 
sending  to  press  clever  printed  works,  be  forthwith  and  for  ever 
set  to  write  manuscript  sentences  for  any  stranger  who  desires 
to  have  'one  line  from  his  ^ted  pen?'  Surely  this  mono- 
mania of  the  public  is  as  illogical  as  it  is  provoking. 

Authors  have  published  anonymously,  and  the  authorship  of 
works  has  been  disputed,* from  all  time.  Moore  says,  that 
an  elaborate  work  was  written  in  German  '  to  prove  that  the 

*  Iliad  was  not  written  by  that  particular  Homer  the  world  sup- 
'  poses,  but  by  some  other  Homer.  According  to  such  Qui  tarn 
'  critics,  Aristotle  must  be  referred  to  one  Ocellus  Lucanus,  Virgil 
'  must  make  a  cessio  bonarum  in  favour  of  Pisander,  and  the  Meta- 
'  morphoses  of  Ovid  must  be  credited  to  the  account  of  Parthe- 
'  nius  of  Nicea.'  Between  twenty  and  thirty  pamphlets  and  let- 
ters were  written  disputing  the  authorship  of '  Junius ; '  a  secret 
probably  all  the  better  kept  because  the  writer,  if  known,  might 
have  had  his  head  broken  for  the  work  of  his  brains.  Dr.  Swift 
wrote  Gulliver's  Travels  in  retirement  at  Quilca,  confiding  the 
secret  only  to  Dr.  Sheridan;  a  letter  appeared  after  the  nook 
was  published,  from  some  person  who  declared  he  was  person- 
ally acquainted  with  the  supposed  author.  Captain  Gulli- 
ver, but  that  the  said  captain  Mived  not  at  Wapping  but  at 
'  Botherhithe.'  A  book  of  a  similar  nature  to  Gulliver's 
Travels  was  published  in  1727,  as  an  original  work,  entirely 
plagiarised  and  translated  from  a  French  work,  entitled  ^  Histoire 
Mes  S^v^rambes,'  which  had  been  suppressed  on  account  of 
its  deistical  principles,  and  which  the  plagiarist  therefore  sup- 
posed was  unknown.  The  authorship  of  *  Waverley '  in  the  case 
of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  was  not  avowed  till  thirteen  years  after 
the  date  of  its  publication.  It  was  attributed  meanwhile  to 
various  persons,  especially  to  William  Erskine,  and  to  Walter 
Scott's  own  brother,  to  the  last  of  whom  the  great  author  wrote 
advising  him  not  to  deny  the  imputation,  but  on  the  contrary  to 

*  look  l^owing  when  "  Waverley  "  is  mentioned.'  Scott's '  Bridal 
'  of  Triermain'  was  at  first  attributed  to  Mr.  B.  P.  Gillies,  who 
had  published  an  imitation  of  Lord  Byron's  Bomaunt,  entitled 

*  Childe  Alarique.'  The  Wizard  of  the  North,  so  far  from  in- 
sisting on  his  own  right,  humours  the  supposition  that  the  poem 
is  by  Gillies,  and  in  a  letter  to  Lady  Louisa  Stuart,  dated  April 
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28th,  1813,  offers  to  convey  to  Mr.  Gillies  *  her  ladyship's  very 
^  just  strictures  on  the  introduction  to  the  second  canto/  and 
expresses  a  belief  that  Gillies  will  ^  avail  himself  of  her  friendly 

*  hint.'  Moore's  *  Exile  of  Erin '  has  been  claimed  more  than 
once  for  an  unknown  Irish  f^ntleman.      Sheridan's   '  School 

*  for  Scandal '  was  gravely  affirmed  by  one  of  his  bic^raphers 
to  be  in  reality  written  by  a  young  lady,  *  the  daughter  of  a 
^  merchant  in  Thames  Street,'  who,  soon  after  pkcing  her 
manuscript  in  the  hands  of  the  dramatist,  died  of  a  decline,  at 
Bristol  Hot  Wells.     The  famous  poem  beginning, '  Not  a  drum 

*  was  heard  nor  a  funeral  note,'  on  Sir  John  Moore's  burial,  was 
attributed  first  to  one  celebrated  poet  then  to  another,  and  now 
remains  a  solitary  laurel-leaf  on  the  brow  of  a  very  mediocre 
writer,  whose  posthumous  claim  is  undisputed.  Henry  Macken- 
zie's ^  Man  of  Feeling'  was  claimed  by  the  Rev.  Mr,  Eccles, 
an  Irish  clergyman,  afterwards  drowned  near  Bath  in  the  at- 
tempt to  save  the  life  of  a  boy.  In  the  Gentleman's  Magazine 
of  September  1777,  are  some  verses  on  him,  with  an  epitaph,  of 
which  the  first  line  runs  thus : — 

'Beneath  this  stone  the  ''  Man  of  Feeling"  lies.' 

Dr.  Hugh  Blair  and  his  cousin  Mr.  George  Ballantine,  when 
students,  wrote  a  poem  called  the  *  Resurrection,'  of  which 
some  manuscript  copies  were  circulated.  A  Dr.  Douglas 
assumed  the  work  as  his  own,  and  printed  a  pompous  edition  in 
folio,  with  a  dedication  to  the  Princess  of  Wales.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Campbell  of  St.  Andrews  wrote  an  ^  Inquiry  into  the  Origin 

*  of  Moral  Virtue,'  and  sent  the  MS.  to  his  countryman  Mr. 
Innes,  a  clergyman  in  England,  who  published  it  with  his  own 
name,  and  obtained  considerable  promotion  on  account  of  it, 
before  the  cheat  was  discovered.  When  Akenside's  ^  Pleasures  of 

*  Imagination'  first  came  out,  one  Richard  Rolt  went  to  Dublin 
and  published  an  edition  there,  and  lived  for  several  months  on 
the  fame  of  it  at  the  best  tables.  ^  His  conversation  did  not 
^  discover  much  of  the  fire  of  a  poet,  but  it  was  remembered  that 
^  both  Addison  and  Thomson  were  equally  dull  till  excited  by 
^  wine.'  Akenside  having  been  informed  of  the  imposition,  vindi- 
cated his  rights  by  publishing  the  poem  with  his  name.  Croker 
says  the  story  of  Rolt  has  been  refuted,  but  Croker  set  the 
same  value  on  a  contradiction  that  other  men  set  on  a  fact. 
An  endless  list  of  such  instances  might  be  given,  proving  only 
that  while  an  author  has  clearly  the  right  to  deny  his  au- 
thorship and  conceal  his  name,  if  such  be  his  pleasure,  he 
must  take  his  chance  of  intrusive  conjecture  and  stolen  laurels. 
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Under  all  oircomstaiicee  the  right  to  remain  anonymoofl  is  in- 
disputable. Some  have  exercised  that  right  from  pride,  some 
firom  timidity ;  some  from  a  belief  that  it  added  to  the  import- 
ance of  their  works ;  some  from  sheer  love  of  mystery.  And 
mystery  has  its  charm.  K  we  knew,  or  at  least  if  we  were 
presenuy  consdons,  ihat  a  pungent  article  in  last  Saturday's 
journal  were  only  Gru£^'s  angry  attacks  on  his  hatefril  riTal 
Huffy,  instead  of  an  impartial  criticism  on  the  conduct  of  one  of 
our  public  men,  should  we  read  it  with  the  same  attention  ?  We 
deceive  ourselves  willingly  as  to  the  great  ^  we '  of  a  paper,  as 
children  accept  for  a  fact  the  inextricable  concealment  of  the 
friend  who  cries '  bo-peep'  from  a  comar.  We  do  not  always 
like  to  know  that  our  oracle  of  Delphi  is  in  reality  only  the 
voice  of  a  priest  speaking  in  a  tube  of  metal  passed  through  the 
body  of  the  statue  god.  Some  years  ago  an  ingenious  repres^k- 
tation  of  the  destruction  of  a  Swiss  vilkge  by  an  avalan<»ie  was 
exhibited  at  the  Diorama  in  the  Regent's  Park,  the  effeet  of 
which  was  greatly  increased  by  a  clever  vocal  imitation  of  the 
dreary  winter  wind  whistling  through  the  mountains;  but  tfab 
sound  ceasing  whilst  the  exigencies  of  the  scene  still  demanded 
its  continuance,  Theodore  Hook,  who  was  present,  exclaimed, 
*  Bless  me,  Mr.  Thompson  is  tired,^  which  set  the  spectators 
laughing,  nor  could  they  at  all  resume  the  awe-struck  gravity 
with  which  they  had  previously  witnessed  the  tra^c  pieture. 
Not  that  they  had  doubted  die  means  by  which  their  illusion 
was  heightened,  but  that  the  mind  readily  lends  itself  to  sudi 
illusion  as  an  additional  charm,  and  that  there  was  a  grotesque 
contradiction  to  that  state  of  mind  in  this  sudden  prosaic  sug- 
gestion. With  respect  to  the  excellent  work  which  has  formed 
the  subject  of  this  notice,  we  sincerely  trust  Mr.  Thompson  is 
not  tired ;  and  that  whether  his  name  be  Liggins  or  Hi^ns,  or, 
as  Messrs.  Blackwood  resolutely  affirm,  some  name  not  the  least  Uke 
Liggins ;  and  whether  the  authorship  be  concealed  from  timidity, 
pure  love  of  mystery,  or  any  other  motive,  he  will  continue  to 
speak  these  pleasant  oracles;  for  we,  as  readers,  have  every 
reason  to  be  grateful  to  the  writer  for  giving  us  such  a  book ; 
'uid  he  haff  every  reason  to  feel  proud  that  the  imiversal  ques- 
tion in  men's  mouths  in  the  pause  between  topics  <^  war  and 
politics,  is — *Have  you  read  *^Adam  Bede"?' 
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Akt.  X. — Four  IdyUs  of  the  King.     By  Alfbsb  Tbnnybon, 
1>.C.L.,  Poet  Laureate*    London:  1859. 

"flLTB.  Tennyson  has  returned  to  that  fonu  of  poetic  compod- 
tlon  in  which  he  proved  himself^  long  ago^  to  be  without  a 
modern  rivaL  The  first  essentials  of  idyllic  character  are  simpli- 
city of  incident  and  simplicity  of  manner  in  the  narration.  A 
good  idyll  is  consequently  one  of  the  most  rare^  although  it  may 
not  be  the  highest  of  poems.  Dramatic  vigour^  lyrical  passion^ 
Ottnplicated  and  stirring  incidents^  are  capable  of  making  their 
effect,  notwithstanding  the  presence  of  many  shortcomings  and 
fiuilts  in  the  details  of  execution.  The  idyll,  however,  is 
nothing  if  not  perfect  in  expression.  Its  simplicity  beccnnes 
mere  baldness  and  vacuity,  in  the  absence  of  an  equable  flow  of 
language  of  unimpeachable  truthfulness,  beauty,  and  melody. 
Now,  the  particular  power  by  which  Mr.  Tennyson  surpasses 
all  recent  English  poets  is  precisely  that  of  sustained  perfec- 
tion of  style.  Others  have  equalled  or  excelled  him  in  other 
req^ects,  but  we  look  in  vain  among  his  modem  rivals  for  any 
who  can  compete  with  him  in  the  power  of  saying  beautifully 
^  tiiii^  he  has  to  say  ;  and  this,  not  only  in  sin^  sentences 
and  passages,  but  for  page  after  page,  and  poem  after  poem, 
without  flagging,  and  apparentiy  without  effort.  We  must,  how- 
ever, acknowledge  our  inability  to  discover  by  what  authority  or 
analc^  Mr.  Tennyson  has  applied  the  term  ^  idyll '  to  these  frag- 
ments or  episodes  of  the  great  Bomaunt  of  Arthur.  The 
expression,  as  is  well  known,  was  first  applied  by  the  artificial 
writers  of  the  Alexandrian  School  to  their  bucolic  poetry.  The 
word  (f  i^,  eiSuAXm),  meant  ^  little  pictures  of  conmion  life,'  and 
it  was  the  fashion  of  the  day  to  describe  the  rural  pastimes  and 
sentimental  loves  of  Sidlian  shepherds  in  the  polished  Doric  of 
Theocritus  and  Moschus.  Mr.  Tennyson  himself  has,  in  his 
poem  of  ^  the  Brook,'  given  us  a  charming  example  of  the  class. 
Bat,  except  in  the  peculiar  structure  of  the  blank  verse  which  he 
a&cts,  it  is  impossible  to  trace  any  resemblance  between  these 
l^ends  of  British  chivalry  and  the  poems  which  have  hitherto 
been  known  as  Idylls.  Far  from  being  pictures  of  common  life, 
they  belong  entirely  to  that  faery  land  where  everything  is 
strange  and  impossible,  and  where  the  imagination  disguises 
every  object  in  fantastic  shapes.  If  human  nature  apprc^ached 
these  revels  in  its  ordmary  garb,  on  the  instant  the  spell  would 
be  broken  and  the  illusion  vanish.     To  try  them  by  any  other  test 
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would  be  unjust  to  Mr.  Tennyson  himself^  but  by  adopting  this 
fragmentary  treatment^  he  has  attempted  to  solve  the  difficulty 
which  has  hitherto  deterred  our  poets  from  dealing  with  one  of 
the  most  striking  of  our  nationid  subjects.     The  disproportion 
and  incoherence  of  the  materials  among  themselyes  were  fatal  to 
their  fitness  for  a  single  epic ;  and  the  critical  traditions  which^ 
ntiul  lately,  connected  epic  character  with  epic  magnitude,  have 
prevented  oiu:  poets  from  treating  separately  what  are,  in  fieu^t, 
separate,  although  mutually  related,  subjects.     There  were  also 
other  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  modem  rendering  of  the  le- 
gends of  the  Round  Table.     There  is  scarcely  one  of  them  which 
does  not  turn  upon  some  outrageous  violation  of  modem  manners 
and  morals,  and  which  does  not  contain  innumerable  improba- 
bilities and  impossibilities  in  its  necessary  sequence  of  events. 
These  impediments  Mr.  Tennyson  has  overcoiiie  in  the  only 
possible  way,  namely,  by  accepting  them  as  we  accept  the  extra- 
vagances of  classical  mythology.     He  has  treated  the  legends  as 
80  many  fiury  tales,  concerning  the  probability  and  propriety  of 
the  details  of  which  it  would  be  absurd  to  dispute,  the  totid  ab- 
sence of  circumstantial  verisimilitude  constituting  the  sufficient 
correction,  from  an  artistic  point  of  view,  of  their  otherwise  ob- 
jectionable representations  of  humanity.     We  do  not  see  how 
the  poet  could  have  done  otherwise,  without  destroying  the 
whole  costume  and  individuality  of  his  theme.     If  we  have  any 
objection  to  make  on  this   score,  it  is  that  Mr.   Tennyson 
does  not  always  accept  the  situation  with  sufficient  boldness, 
but  sometimes  palliates,  with  modern  reasons,  certain  points  in  a 
course  of  conduct,  which,  in  its  whole  character,  belongs  to  and 
is  only  made  tolerable  by  a  mythical  antiquity,  and  which  is  not 
repulsive  to  our  feelings  only  because  it  is  inexplicable  or  in- 
credible to  them.  \  In  these  poems,  moral  beauty — without  which 
there  is  no  tme  work  of  art — is  to  be  found  rather  in  the  per- 
vading tone  of  heroic  simplicity  and  magnanimity,  and  in  the 
general  symbolic  tendency,  which  Mr.  Tennyson  has  succeeded 
in  transferring  from  the  legends  to  his  poems,  than  in  the  actual 
events  representedj   The  principles,  passions,  and  actions  of  all 
the  characters,  good  or  bad,  are  alike  extravagant  and  incon- 
ceivable ;  their  virtues  would  be  as  fatal  to  any  imaginable  con- 
dition of  society  as  their  vices ;  but  we  agree  to  sink  the  con- 
sideration of  their  motives  of  action  in  our  enjoyment  of  the 
primitive  freshness  and  large-hearted  simplicity  which  pervade 
these  strange  and  savage  tracts  like  the  sweet  and  wholesome 
mountain  air. 

These  Idylls  being  thus,  as  far  as  regards  incident  and  cha- 
racter, as  nearly  as  possible  reproductions  of  the  letter  or  spirit 
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of  the  Arthurian  legends^  there  is  little  to  be  said  of  them^ 
except  with  reference  to  the  style  in  which  they  have  been 
reproduced.  In  the  history  of  the  English  language  these  * 
poems  will  occupy  a  remarkable  place  as  examples  of  Tigorous, 
unaffected,  and  almost  unmixed  Saxon,  written  at  a  time  in 
-which  all  the  ordinary  walks  of  literature  are  becoming  rapidly 
vulgarised  with  bastard  Latinity.  We  think  we  can  ssSely  say^ 
that  since  the  definitive  formation  of  the  English  language,  no 
poetry  has  been  written  with  so  small  an  admixture  of  Latin  as 
the  '  Idylls  of  the  King ; '  and,  what,  will  sound  still  stranger  to 
the  ears  of  those  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  regarding  the 
Liatin  element  as  essential  to  the  majesty  of  poetry  in  our  tongue, 
that  no  language  has  surpassed  in  epic  dignity  the  English  of 
tiiese  poems. 

A  slight  notice  of  each  idyl,  with  extracts,  will  give  our 
readers  a  better  notion  of  what  these  poems  are  than  can  be  de- 
rived from  any  abstract  description  of  their  qualities. 

'  Enid,'  who  gives  her  name  to  the  first  of  the  four  stories,  is 
a  heroine  of  the  Griselda  type,  suffering  with  absolute  amia- 
bility the  outrages  of  her  husband,  Prince  Geraint,  who  falls  from 
the  one  extreme  of  uxoriousness  to  the  other  of  a  severity  only 
equalled,  among  modem  heroes,  by  that  of  Peter  Grimes,  be- 
cause one  morning  as  he  was  asleep,  and  Enid  sat  beside  the 
couch,  admiring 

*  The  knotted  column  of  his  throat, 
The  massive  square  of  his  heroic  breast. 
And  arms  on  which  the  standing  muscle  sloped 
As  slopes  a  wild  brook  o*er  a  little  stone 
Banning  too  vehemently  to  break  upon  it,' 

she  began  to  upbraid  herself  for  not  having  had  the  courage  to 
reprove  him  for  his  idle  and  effeminate  devotion  to  herself,  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  knightly  enterprises,  and  concluded  her 
lament  with  the  exclamation — 

'  0  me,  I  fear  that  I  am  no  true  wife ! ' 

These  last  words,  Geraint,  'by  great  mischance,'  overheard, 
and,  without  waiting  for  farther  proof  or  explanation, 

^  Eight  through  his  manful  breast  darted  the  pang 
That  makes  a  man,  in  the  sweet  face  of  her 
Whom  he  l6ves  most»  lonely  and  miserable. 
At  this  he  snatched  his  great  limbs  from  the  bed, 
And  shook  his  drowsy  squire  awake,  and  cried, 
"  My  charger  and  her  palfry,"  then  to  her : 
'*  I  will  ride  forth  into  the  wilderness ; 
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For  though  it  seems  mj  spurs  are  yet  to  win^ 
I  haye  not  fall'a  so  low  as  some  would  wish« 
And  you,  put  on  your  worst  and  meanest  dress^ 
And  ride  with  me !  ^    And  Enid  ask'd  amaz'd, 
"If  Enid  errs,  let  Enid  learn  her  fault** 
But  he,  **  I  charge  you  ask  not,  but  obey." 
Then  die  bethought  her  of  a  ^ded  silk,'  Stc 

Of  this  silk  the  poet  proceeds  to  give  the  history,  which  is  alao 
that  of  the  first  acquaint^mce  of  Geraint  and  his  ^v^»  One  day^ 
when  the  kn^ht  was  watching  a  hunt,  in  the  company  of  Queen 
Gruinevere,  another  knight,  with  a  dwarf,  came  riding  by  the 
knoll  where  they  stood.  The  dwarf  refused  to  disclose  ^  name 
of  his  master  to  a  damsel  who  was  sent  by  the  Queen  to  obtain 
it,  and  even  struck  the  fair  messenger  with  his  whip,  on  her  per- 
sisting in  the  inquiry.  This  afiront  to  the  Queen,  through  her 
servant,  Geraint  swears  to  avenge,  and  he  pursues  the  knight 
and  dwarf  until  he 

*  Beheld  the  long  street  of  a  little  town 
In  a  long  valley,  on  one  side  of  which. 
White  from  the  mason's  hand,  a  fortress  rose; 
And  on  one  side  a  castle  in  decay/ 

The  knight  and  dwarf  enter  the  fortress,  and  Geraint  finds  a 
lodging  in  the  decayed  castle,  which  is  thus  finely  painted — 

*  Then  rode  Geraint  into  the  castle  court, 
His  charger  trampling  many  a  prickly  star 
Of  sprouted  thistle  on  the  broken  stones. 
He  looked  and  saw  that  all  was  ruinous. 

Here  stood  a  shattered  archway  plumed  with  fern ; 
And  here  had  fallen  a  great  part  of  a  tower, 
Whole,  like  a  crag  that  tumbles  from  the  cliff. 
And  like  a  crag  was  gay  with  wilding  flowers : 
And  high  above  a  piece  of  turret  stair, 
Worn  by  the  feet  that  now  were  silent,  wound 
Bare  to  the  sun,  and  monstrous  ivy  stems 
Clasp'd^the  gray  walls  with  hairy-fibred  arms, 
And  suck'd  the  joining  of  the  stones,  and  look'd 
A  knot,  beneath,  of  snakes,  aloft,  a  groTc' 

Geraint,  while  yet  in  the  castle  court,  hears  Enid,  daughter  of 
Earl  Yniol,  singing, 

^  And  as  the  sweet  voice  of  a  bird. 
Heard  by  the  lander  in  a  lonely  isle, 
Moves  him  to  think  what  kind  of  bird  it  is 
That  sings  so  delicately  clear,  and  make 
Conjecture  of  the  plumage  and  the  form ; 
So  the  sweet  voice  of  Enid  moved  Geraint.' 
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The  801^  she  sang  is  one  of  several  wUch  are  skilfully  incor- 
porated with  the  bunk  yerse  of  these  poems.  It  h,  perhaps^ 
the  best  of  them. 

*  Turn,  Fortntte,  turn  thy  wheel  and  lower  the  proud ; 
Turn  thy  wild  wheel  thro'  sunshine,  storm,  and  cloud ; 
Thy  wheel  and  thee  we  neither  love  nor  hate. 

*  Turn,  Fortune,  turn  thy  wheel  with  smile  or  frown ; 
With  that  wild  wheel  we  go  not  up  or  down ; 

Our  hoard  is  little^  but  our  hearts  are  great. 

*  Smile  and  we  smile,  the  lords  of  many  lands ; 
Frown  and  we  smile,  the  lords  of  our  own  hands ; 
For  man  is  man  and  master  of  his  fate. 

*  Turn,  turn  thy  wheel  above  the  staring  crowd ; 
Thy  wheel  and  thou  are  shadows  in  the  cloud ; 
Thy  wheel  and  thee  we  neither  love  nor  hate.' 

Gendnt,  on  being  invited  to  enter,  finds  — 

^  An  ancient  dame  in  dim  brocade ; 
And  near  her,  like  a  blossom  vermeil-white, 
That  lightly  breaks  a  faded  flower-sheath, 
Moved  the  fair  Enid,  all  in  faded  silk.' 

Geraint  learns  from  Earl  Yniol  that  he  has  been  despoiled  in 
former  times  of  his  wealth  by  the  knight  of  the  white  fortress, 
who  annually  holds  a  joust,  at  which  a  golden  sparrow-hawk  is 
to  be  fought  for  by  any  who  will  choose  to  bring  his  lady,  and 
to  maintain  by  force  of  arms  the  superiority  of  her  beauty. 
*  But  you,'  he  says,  ^  who  have  no  lady,  cannot  fight.'  Here- 
upon Geraint  begs  to  be  allowed  to  fight  for  Enid : 

*  Then,  howsoever  patient,  YnioFs  heart 
Danced  in  his  bosom,  seeing  better  days. 
And  looking  round  he  saw  not  Enid  there, 
(Who,  hearing  her  own  name,  had  slipt  away) 
But  that  old  dame,  to  whom  full  tenderly 
And  fondling  all  her  hand  in  his,  he  said, — 
**  Mother,  a  maiden  is  a  tender  thing. 
And  best  by  her  that  bore  her  understood. 
Go  thou  to  rest,  but  ere  thou  go  to  rest, 
Tell  her,  and  prove  her  heart  toward  the  Prince." 
So  spake  the  kindly-hearted  Earl,  and  she 
With  frequent  smile  and  nod  departing,  found. 
Half  disarra/d  as  to  her  rest,  the  girl ; 
Whom  first  she  kissed  on  either  cheek,  and  then 
On  either  shining  shoulder  laid  a  hanc^ 
And  kept  her  off,  and  gazed  upon  her  face, 
And  told  her  all  their  converse  in  the  hall. 
Proving  her  heart :  but  never  light  and  shade 
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Coursed  one  another  more  on  open  ground 
Beneath  a  troubled  heaven,  than  red  and  pale 
Across  the  face  of  Enid  hearing  her ; 
While  slowly  falling  as  a  scale  that  falls, 
When  weight  is  added  only  grain  by  grain, 
Sank  her  sweet  head  upon  her  gen^e  breast ; 
Nor  did  she  lift  an  eye  nor  speak  a  word, 
Rapt  in  the  fear  and  in  the  wonder  of  it ; 
So  moving  without  answer  to  her  rest, 
She  found  no  rest,  and  ever  failed  to  draw 
The  quiet  night  into  her  blood.' 

Accordingly  Gkraint  and  Enid  appear  the  next  morning  at 
the  lists.  The  master  of  the  sparrow-hawk  is  overthrown,  and 
is  compelled  to  give  up  the  earldom  to  Yniol,  and  to  go  in  person 
to  Arthur's  court  to  beg  the  Queen's  pardon.  Even  before  he 
is  married,  Geraint  shows  what  Enid  has  to  expect  of  him,  by 
submitting  her  to  the  humiliation  of  making  her  appearance  at 
the  court  of  Guinevere  in  her  *  faded  silk,'  instead  of  an  appro- 
priate dress,  which  her  mother  had  provided  for  the  occasion. 
Enid's  fears  at  having  to  undergo  this  ordeal  give  occasion  to 
the  following  picturesque  passage :  — 

'  She  let  her  fancy  flit  across  the  past, 
And  roam  the  goodly  places  that  she  knew ; 
And  last  bethought  her  how  she  used  to  watch, 
Near  that  old  home,  a  pool  of  golden  carp ; 
And  one  was  patch'd  and  blurr'd  and  lustreless 
Among  his  bumish'd  brethren  of  the  pool ; 
And  half  asleep  she  made  comparison 
Of  that  and  these  to  her  own  faded  self 
And  the  gay  court,  and  fell  asleep  again ; 
And  dreamt  herself  was  such  a  faded  form 
Among  her  bumish'd  sisters  of  the  pool ; 
But  this  was  in  the  garden  of  a  king ; 
And  though  she  lay  dark  in  the  pool,  she  knew 
That  all  was  bright,  that  all  about  were  birds 
Of  sunny  plume  in  gilded  trellis-work ; 
That  all  the  turf  was  rich  in  plots  that  looked 
Each  like  a  garnet  or  a  turkis  in  it ; 
And  lords  and  ladies  of  the  high  court  went 
In  silver  tissue  talking  things  of  state ; 
And  children  of  the  king  in  cloth  of  gold 
Glanced  at  the  doors  or  gambol'd  down  the  walks ; 
And  while  she  thought  **  They  will  not  see  me,"  came 
A  stately  queen,  whose  name  was  Guinevere, 
And  all  the  children  in  their  cloth  of  gold 
Ran  to  her,  crying,  '*  If  we  have  fish  at  all 
Let  them  be  gold,  and  charge  the  gardeners  now 
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To  pick  the  faded  creature  from  the  pool, 
And  cast  it  on  the  mixen  that  it  die." 
And  therewithal  one  came  and  seized  on  her, 
And  Enid  started  Waking,  with  her  heart 
All  overshadowed  by  the  foolish  dream, 
And  lo !  it  was  her  mother  grasping  her 
To  get  her  well  awake ;  and  in  her  hand 
A  suit  of  bright  apparel/ 

The  suit  of  ^  faded  silk '  patiently  submitted  to,  the  twain 
return  to  the  court  The  queen  m^es  friends  with  Enid,  and 
the  poet  endeavours  to  shape  a  shadow  of  excuse  for  his  hero's 
ready  suspicions  of  his  wife,  on  the  plea  that  she  might  be  sup- 
posed to  have  suffered  from  the  society  of  Guinevere,  whose 
reputation  was  not  perfect.  We  are  now  again  at  the  point 
at  which  the  poem  opened. 

Geraint  bids  his  wife  not  to  ride  at  his  side,  but  a  good  wav 
on  before  him,  and  charges  her,  whatever  happens,  not  to  speak 
a  word  to  him.     This,  the  poet  says,  was, 

'  Perhaps  because  he  loved  her  passionately, 
.^d  felt  that  tempest  brooding  round  his  heart. 
Which,  if  he  spake  at  all,  would  break  perforce 
Upon  a  head  so  dear  in  thunder.' 

We  should  prefer,  however,  to  interpret  Geraint's  conduct 
for  ourselves,  and  must  altogether  reject  the  above  plea,  when 
we  find,  as  we  do,  that,  by  riding  '  ever  a  good  way  on  before,' 
Enid  falls  in  with  all  the  dangers  of  the  wilderness  the  first. 
The  knight's  proceedings  are,  we  suppose,  m  keeping  with  the 
vagaries  of  the  primitive  chivaky,  but  they  neither  require  nor 
admit  of  the  excuses  and  explanations  which  might  be  applicable 
to  the  eccentricities  of  modern  passion. 

After  ridbg  some  hours  through  the  wilderness,  Enid  breaks 
her  lord's  command, — 

*  *'  My  lord,  I  saw  three  bandits  by  the  rock 
Waiting  to  fall  on  you,  and  heard  them  boast 
That  they  would  slay  you,  and  possess  your  horse. 
And  armour,  and  your  damsel  should  be  theirs." 
He  made  a  wrathful  answer :  '^  Did  I  wish 
Tour  silence  or  your  warning  ?  " ' 

Geraint,  of  course,  slays  the  three  hostile  knights,  and  three 
afterwards,  each  time  upbraiding  his  wife  for  the  warning, 
without  wlaich  he  and  she  would  have  been  lost,  and  each  time 
taking  the  three  horses  and  making  Enid  drive  them  on  before 
her. 
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'  The  pain  she  had 
To  keep  them  in  the  wild  ways  of  the  wood, 
Two  sets  of  three  kd^i  with  jingling  anns, 
Together,  served  a  little  to  dise^e 
The  sharpness  of  that  pain  about  her  heart' 

After  certwi  other  adventures  of  minor  note,  they  oome  by 
chance  into  the  territory  and  town  belonging  to  Limoursy  an 
old  suitor  of  Enid,  who,  finding  ber  and  Greraint  in  his  power, 
and  apparently  not  on  the  best  terms  with  each  other,  pbuas  an 
assault  upon  Grerunt,  from  which  his  wife  i^n  sayes  him^  by 
breaking  his  command  to  observe  sil^ioe.  They  depart  firom 
the  town  and  are  pursued  by  Limouis  and  an  armed  band, 
against  whom  Geraint  tries  his  always  invindble,  and  dierefiore 
somewhat  uninteresting,  prowess,  with  the  effect  whidi  is 
described  in  the  following  exquisitely  worded  passage: — 

^  But  at  the  flash  and  motion  of  the  man 
They  vanished  panic-strickeu,  like  a  shoal 
Of  darting  fish,  that  on  a  summer  mom 
Adown  the  crystal  dykes  at  Camelot 
Come  slipping  o'er  their  shadows  on  the  sand. 
But  if  a  man  who  stands  upon  the  brink 
But  lift  a  shiniug  hand  against  the  sun. 
There  is  not  left  the  twinkle  of  a  fin 
Betwixt  the  cressy  islets  white  in  flower.' 

Geraint  finds  himself  wounded  in  this  conflict,  and,  after 
ridinff  awhile,  drops  from  his  horse,  and  while  Enid  is  tending 
him  by  the  way  side,  Doorm,  the  '  bandit-earl,'  comes  by,  wim 
a  hundred  followers,  and,  seeing  that  Enid  is  fi&ir,  commisrions 
some  of  his  men  to  remove  her  and  the  seeming  dead  man  to  his 
castle,  where,  after  the  lapse  of  several  hours,  Geraint  revives 
from  his  swoon,  and  finds  ^his  own  dear  bride' 

'  Propping  his  bead 
And  chafing  his  faint  hands,  and  calling  to  him ; 
And  felt  the  warm  tears  falling  on  his  face ; 
And  said  to  his  own  heart,  '<  She  weeps  for  me : " 
And  yet  lay  still,  and  feign*d  himself  as  dead. 
That  he  might  prove  her  to  the  uttermost, 
And  say  to  his  own  heart,  "  She  weeps  for  me." ' 

He  continues  this  somewhat  ungenerous  dissimulation  until 
Earl  Doorm  enters  with  his  riotous  followers,  and  his  and  their 
^gentlewomen.'  Doorm  offers  to  naarryEnid,  supposing  that 
Geraint  lies  dead. 

'  He  spoke ;  the  brawny  spearman  let  his  cheek 
Bulge  with  the  unswallow  d  piece,  and  taming  stared  $ 
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While  some,  whose  souls  the  old  serpent  loog  had  drawn 
Down,  as  ihit  worm  draws  in  the  withered  k^ 
And  ittakes  it  earth,  hiss'd  at  eaK^  olher^s  ears.' 

Doorm,  not  catching  her  reply,  but  taking  it  for  granted  that 
it  was  satisfEU^tory,  bids  her  eat,  but  she  refuses,  declaring  she 
win  neither  eat  nor  drink  until  her  ^  dear  lord  arise.*  The  earl 
is  farther  irritated  by  her  positive  refusal  to  put  on  a  fine  gown 
instead  of  her  faded  silk,  and,  to  cure  her  obstinacy,  ^  however 
*  lightly,  smote  her  on  the  cheeL' 

'  Then  Enid^  in  her  utter  helplessness, 
And  since  she  thought,  ''  he  had  not  dared  to  do  it, 
Except  he  surely  knew  my  lord  was  dead,*' 
Sent  forth  a  sudden,  sharp,  and  bitter  cry 
As  of  a  wild  thing  taken  in  a  trap, 
Which  sees  the  trapper  coming  thro'  the  wood.' 

Geraint's  manhood  is  sufficiently  near  the  modem  type  to 
make  it  impossible  that  he  should  stand  this,  so  he  jumps  up 
and  strikes  off  Doorm's  head  at  a  blow,  and  the  others,  under 
the  fortunate  delusion  that  he  is  the  dead  man's  ghost,  all  run 
away,  and  leave  him  and  Enid  to  make  it  up.  He  apologises 
for  his  behaviour,  and  very  truly  says :  —  *  Enid,  I  have  used 
you  worse  than  that  dead  man.' 

'  '^  You  thought  me  sleeping,  but  I  heard  you  say, 
I  heard  you  say  that  you  were  no  true  wife : 
I  swear  I  will  not  ask  your  meaning  in  it : 
I  do  believe  yourself  against  yourself, 
And  will  henceforward  rather  die  than  doubt." 
And  Enid  could  not  say  one  tender  word, 
She  felt  so  blunt  and  stupid  at  the  heart. 
....     Then  Greraint  upon  the  horse 
Mounted,  and  reached  a  hand,  and  on  his  foot 
She  set  her  own  and  climbed  ;  he  turn'd  his  face, 
And  kiss'd  her  climbing,  and  she  cast  her  arms 
About  him,  and  at  once  l^ey  rode  away. 
And  never  yet,  since  high  in  Paradise 
O'er  the  four  rivers  the  first  roses  blew. 
Came  purer  pleasure  unto  mortal  kind 
Than  lived  through  her,  who  in  that  perilous  hour 
Put  hand  to  hand  beneath  her  husband's  heart.' 

The  human  interest  and  moral  significance  of  the  incidents 
of  this  poem,  which  is  nearly  two  thousand  lines  long,  are  con- 
riderably  below  the  average  of  the  legends  to  which  those  inci- 
dents belong,  and  greatly  below  the  interest  and  significance  of 
the  stories  of  the  other  poems  in  this  volume.  When  we  come 
to  put  the  narrative  into  vulgar  prose,  we  are  struck  with 
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increased  admiration  for  the  power  of  a  writer  who  renders  such 
dull  improbabilities  into  language  of  such  lofty  and  picturesque 
vigour,  that  not  only  we  can  re^,  but  we  read  delighted. 

'  Yivien '  has  a  much  finer  and  more  properly  idyllic  founda- 
tion. The  range  of  incident  in  ^  Enid '  is  almost  epic  in  its 
extent,  but  *  Vivien '  turns  upon  the  single  event  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  Merlin  by  the  Lady  of  the  Lake^  — perhaps  the  most 
famous  and  significant  of  all  the  Arthurian  legends. 

*  A  storm  was  coming,  but  the  winds  were  still, 
And  in  the  wild  woods  of  Broceliande, 
Before  an  oak  so  hollow,  huge  and  old 

It  look'd  a  tower  of  ruin'd  masonwork. 
At  Merlin's  feet  the  wileful  Vivien  lay.' 

Vivien^  having  failed  to  obtain  any  satisfaction  of  her  vanity 
from  ^  the  blameless  king/  and  finding  the  court  unpleasant  to 
her,  for 

*  She  hated  all  the  knights,  and  heard  in  thought 
Their  scornful  laughter  when  her  name  was  named,' 

determines  to  try  her  wiles  upon  ^  him,  the  most  famous  man 
of  all  those  times/ 

*  Merlin,  who  knew  the  range  of  all  their  arts. 
Had  built  the  king  his  havens,  ships,  and  haUs, 
Was  also  Bard,  and  knew  the  starry  heavens ; 
Men  call'd  him  Wizard.' 

Merlin  tells  Vivien  that  he  possesses  a  charm  ^  of  woven  paces 

*  and  of  waving  hands,'  by  which  he,  or  any  one  knowing 
certain  words,  can  obtain  entire  power  ^  upon  the  life,  and  use, 

*  and  name,  and  fame,'  of  another. 

*  There  lived  a  king  in  the  most  Eastern  East, 
Less  old  than  I,  yet  older,  for  my  blood 
Hath  earnest  in  it  of  the  springs  to  be. 

A  tawny  pirate  anchor'd  in  his  port. 

Whose  bark  had  plundered  twenty  nameless  isles ; 

And  passing  one,  at  the  high  peep  of  dawn. 

He  saw  two  cities  in  a  thousand  boats 

All  fighting  for  a  woman  on  the  sea.  \ 

And  pushing  his  black  craft  among  them  all. 

He  lightly  scattered  theirs  and  brought  her  off, 

With  loss  of  half  his  people  arrow-slain ; 

A  maid  so  smooth,  so  white,  so  wonderfid. 

They  said  a  light  came  from  her  when  she  moved : 

And  since  the  pirate  would  not  yield  her  up, 

The  king  impaled  him  for  his  piracy ; 

Then  made  her  queen :  but  those  isle-nurtur'd  eyes 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1859.  Tennyson's  Idylls  of  the  King.  257 

Made  such  unwilling  though  successful  war 

On  all  the  youth,  they  sicken'd ;  councils  thinn'd, 

And  armies  waned,  for  magnet-like  she  drew 

The  rustiest  iron  of  old  fighters'  hearts  ; 

And  beasts  themselves  would  worship  5  camels  knelt 

Unbidden,  and  the  brutes  of  mountain  back 

That  carry  kings  in  castles,  bow*d  black  knees 

Of  homage,  ringing  with  their  serpent  hands. 

To  make  her  smile,  her  golden  ancle-bells. 

What  wonder,  being  jealous,  that  he  sent 

To  find  a  wisard  who  might  teach  the  king 

Some  charm,  which  being  wrought  upon  the  queen. 

Might  keep  her  all  his  own.' 

At  last  they  found  '  a  little,  glassy-headed,  hairless  man,*  wh©^ 
taught  the  king  to  charm  the  queen 

'  In  such  wise  that  no  man  could  see  her  more. 
Nor  saw  she  save  the  king,  who  wrought  the  charm, 
Ck)ming  and  going,  and  she  lay  as  dead. 
And  lost  all  use  of  life.' 

The  bulk  of  the  poem  is  taken  up  with  the  gradual  seduc- 
tion of  Merlin  by  Vivien,  whose  persistance  and  subtle  wiles  at 
last  overcome  the  wisdom  of  the  Wizard.  He  is  long  proof 
against  her  persuasions,  and  pays  no  regard  to  her  imprecations 
of  heaven's  wrath  against  herself,  should  she  ever  use  the  charn> 
to  his  damage.     But,  in  the  midst  of  these  imprecations, 

*  Out  of  heaven  a  bolt 
(For  now  the  storm  was  close  above  them)  struck. 
Farrowing  a  giant  oak  and  javelining 
With  darted  spikes  and  splinters  of  the  wood 
The  dark  earth  round.' 

Vivien  flies  into  Merlin's  arms  for  protection,  and  does  not  for- 
get her  purpose  in  her  fright* 

*  Overhead 

Bellow'd  the  tempest,  and  the  rotten  branch 

Snapt  in  the  rushing  of  the  river-rain 

Above  them ;  and  in  change  of  glare  and  gloom 

Her  eyes  and  neck  glittering  went  and  came  ; 

Till  now  the  storm,  its  burst  of  passion  spent. 

Moaning  and  calling  out  of  other  lands. 

Had  left  the  ravaged  woodland  yet  once  more 

To  peace ;  and  what  should  not  have  been  had  been, 

For  Merlin,  overtalk'd  and  overworn. 

Had  yielded,  told  her  all  the  charm,  and  slept. 

Then,  in  one  moment,  she  put  forth  the  charm 

Of  woven  paces  and  of  waving  hands. 

And  in  the  hollow  oak  he  lay  as  dead, 

And  lost  to  life  and  use,  and  name  and  fame.' 
VOL.  ex.  NO.  CCXXIII.  8 
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• 
In  the  third  idyll  we  find  ourselves  again  some^n^iat  too  far 
removed  from  the  region  of  human  interests  and  probabilities. 
*  Elaine,'  like  '  Enid,*  is  a  long  story,  told  in  language  which  is 
uniformly  pure  and  dignified,  and  often  magnificent,  and  which 
of  itself  amply  reward  the  reading.  But  the  love  of  Elame 
for  Lancelot  is  too  much  mixed  up  with  the  marvellous  and 
improbable  in  incident  to  be  effective  as  a  human  passion,  — 
Tiot  to  say  that  it  takes  the  least  attractive  form  of  love  in 
woman,  namely,  that  in  which  she  becomes  tbe  suitor.  Not  all 
the  skill  and  delicacy  of  Mr.  Tennyson's  language^  nor  all  the 
^  extenuating  circumstances  *  brought  to  bear,  are  sufficient  to 
render  this  inversion  of  right  order  altogether  pleaaing.  We 
«quote  the  following  passage  from  the  poem  as,  at  once,  an  illus- 
tration of  the  freedom  assumed  by  the  poet  in  the  treatment  of 
his  subjects,  and  of  the  power  by  which  that  freedom  is 
justified :  —  * 

*  For  Arthur  when  none  knew  from  whence  he  came, 
Long  ere  the  people  chose  him  for  their  king, 
Roving  the  trackless  realms  of  Lyonness, 
Had  found  a  glen,  gray  boulder  and  black  tarn. 
A  horror  lived  about  the  tarn,  and  clave 
Like  its  own  mists  to  all  the  mountain  si^e : 
For  here  two  brothers,  one  a  king,  had  met 
And  foaght  together ;  but  their  names  were  lost ; 
And  each  had  slain  his  brother  at  a  blow. 
And  down  they  fell,  and  made  the  glen  abhorred : 
And  there  they  lay  till  all  their  bones  were  bleached. 
And  lichen'd  into  colour  with  the  crags : 
And  one  of  these,  the  king,  had  on  a  crown 
or  diamonds,  one  in  front,  and  four  aside. 
And  Arthur  came,  and  labouring  up  tJie  pass 
All  in  the  misty  moonshine,  unawares 
Had  trodden  that  crownM  skeleton,  and  the  skull 
Brake  from  the  nape,  and  from  the  skull  the  crown 
RoU'd  into  light,  and  turning  on  its  rims 
Fled  like  a  glittering  rivulet  to  the  tarn  ; 
And  ddwn  the  shingly  scaur  he  plunged,  and  caught, 
And  set  it  on  his  head,  and  in  his  heart 
Heard  murmurs,  '*  Lo !  thou  likewise  shalt  be  king." ' 

Many  of  our  readers  will  be  surprised  when  we  infcurm  them 
that  there  is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  the  above  incident 
in  any  of  the  Arthurian  romances;  and  that  the  poet  has,  in 
all  cases,  allowed  himself  unbounded  liberty  in  the  invention, 
suppression,  or  modification  of  incident,  limiting  himself  only  to 
the  conditions  of  unity  of  tone,  and  the  traditional  characters  of 
jthe  personages  introduced.      Those  who   know  most  of  the 
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strange  and  conflicting  chiaos  of  Arthurian  traditioo,  having 
studied  it  not  only  in  ^  Thomas  Malory's  famous  epitome,  but 
also  in  its  Various  developments  m  Welrfi,  French,  and  German 
literature,  will  be  most  ready  to  excuse  the  poet-Uureate-  for 
assuming  the  freedom  which  seems  to  have  been  taken  by  all 
the  early  romancers  themselves  in  dealing  with  the  heroes  of 
the  Bound  Table. 

The  story  of  *  Elaine,'  denuded  of  the  noble  language  in 
which  it  has  been  clothed  by  Mr.  Tennyson^  would  scarcely 
interest  our  readers.  We  must  confine  ourselves  to  an  extract 
or  two.  Here  is  a  touch  of  sea-scenery  which  hasf  never 
been  surpassed. 

*  They  couch'd  their  spears  and  prick'd  their  spears,  and  thus, 
Their  plumes  driv'n  backward  by  the  wind  they  made 
In  moving,  all  U^ther  down  upon  him 
Bare,  as  a  wild  wave  in  the  wide  North  Sea, 
Green-glimmering  toward  the  summit,  bears,  with  aU 
Its  stormy  crests  that  smoke  against  the  skies, 
Down  on  a  bark,  and  overbears  the  bark, 
And  him  that  helms  it.' 

Elaine  tends  Lancelot  in  his  sickness,  and  knows  not  cf  his 
love  for  Guinevere. 

*  BM  he  seen  her  first. 

She  might  have  made  this  and  that  other  world. 

Another  world  for  the  sick  man  ;  but  now 

The  shackles  of  an  old  love  straightened  him, 

His  honour  rooted  in  dishonour  stood. 

And  faith  unfaithful  kept  him  falsely  true. 

Yet  the  great  knight  in  his  mi^sickness  made 

Full  many  a  holy  vow  and  pure  resolve.  ' 

These,  as  *but  bom  of  sickness,  could  not  live : 

For  when  the  Uood  ran  lustier  in  Iiim  again. 

Full  often  the  sweet  image  of  one  face. 

Making  a  treadierous  quiet  in  his  heart. 

Dispersed  his  resolution  like  a  cloud.  • 

Then  if  the  maiden,  while  that  ghostly  grace 

Beam'.d  on  his  fancy,  spoke,  he  answered  not. 

Or  short  and  coldly,  and  she  knew  right  well 

What  the  rough  sickness  meant,  but  what  this  me  m€ 

She  knew  not,  and  the  sorrow  dimm'd  her  sight. 

•  ••••• 
She  murmur'd  **  Vain,  in  vain  :  it  cannot  be. 
He  will  not  love  me :  how  then  ?  must  I  die  ?  ** 
Then  as  a  little  helpless  innocent  bird, 

That  has  but  one  plain  passage  of  few  notes 
Will  sing  the  simple  passage  o'er  and  o'er 
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For  all  an  April  morning,  till  the  ear 
Wearies  to  hear  it,  so  the  simple  maid 
Went  half  the  night  repeating,  "  Must  I  die  ?  "  * 

The  last  of  the  four  idylls,  and  certainly  the  finest,  describes 
the  disgrace  and  repentance  of  Queen  Guinevere,  and  the  de- 
struction of  the  fellowship  of  the  Round  Table,  through  her 
guilt.  We  are  disposed  to  look  upon  this  short  poem — it  is 
not  seven  hundred  lines — as  the  highest  as  well  as  the  last  of  the 
poet's  efforts.  It  is  perfect  in  form,  which  is  more  than  can  be 
said  of  the  longer  idylls,  and  the  interest  is,  from  beginning  to 
end,  simple,  intelligible,  human,  and  lofty.  The  circumstances 
of  this  poem  are  the  commencing  repentance  of  the  queen ; 
the  confirmation  of  her  resolutions,  by  the  disgrace  of  the  first 
public  proof  of  her  guilt ;  her  flight  to  a  convent ;  and  her  m- 
terview  with  Arthur  on  his  way  to  his  last  battle-field.  Sir 
Mordred,  who  discovers  and  betrays  the  queen  on  the  occaaon 
of  her  last  farewell  with  Lancelot,  is  thus  shown  to  us,  as  he 

'  Climb'd  to  the  high  top  of  the  garden-wall 
To  spy  some  secret  scandal  if  he  might. 
And  saw  the  queen  who  sat  between  her  best 
Enid,  and  lissome  Vivien,  of  her  court 
The  wiliest  and  the  worst ;  and  more  than  this 
He  saw  not,  for  Sir  Lancelot  passing  by 
Spied  where  he  couched,  and  as  the  gardener's  hand 
Picks  from  the  colewort  a  green  caterpillar. 
So  from  the  high  wall  and  the  flowering  grove 
Of  grasses  Lahcelot  pluck'd  him  by  the  heel, 
And  cast  him  as  a  worm  upon  the  way  ; 
Bat  when  he  knew  the  prince,  tho'  marred  with  dust. 
He,  reverencing  king*a  blood  in  a  bad  man, 
Madis  such  excuses  as  he  might,  and  these 
Full  knightly  without  scorn 
But,  ever  after,  the  small  violence  done 
Kankled  in  him  and  ruffled  all  his  heart, 
As  the  sharp  wind  that  ruffles  all  day  long 
A  little  bitter  pool  about  a  stone 
On  the  bare  coast' 

The  awakenings  of  remorse  in  Guinevere  are  thus  beautifullr 
described : 

« Henceforward,  too^  the  Powers  that  tend  the  soul 
To  help  it  from  the  death  thai  cannot*  die^ 
And  save  it  even  in  extremes,  began 
To  vex  and  plague  her.     Many  a  time  for  hours. 
Beside  the  placid  breathings  of  the  king, 
In]the  dead  night  grim  faces  came  and  went 
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Before  her,  or  a  vague  spiritual  fear  -^ 
Like  to  some  doubtful  noise  of  creaking  doors 
Heard  bj  the  watcher  in  a  haunted  house 
That  keeps  the  rust  of  murder  on  the  walls  — 
Held  her  awake :  or,  if  she  slept,  she  dream'd 
An  awful  dream  ;  for  then  she  seem'd  to  stand 
On  some  vast  plain  before  a  setting  sun. 
And  from  the  sun  there  swiftlj  made  at  her 
A  ghastly  something,  and  its  shadow  flew 
Before  it,  till  it  touched  her,  and  she  turn'd — 
"When  lo !  her  own,  that  broadening  m)m  her  feet. 
And  blackening,  swallow'd  all  the  land,  and  in  it. 
Far  cities  burnt,  and  with  a  cry  she  woke.' 

She  tells  Lancelot  they  must  never  meet  but  once  again  to 
say  farewell.  It  is  at  this  farewell  that  Mordred  surprises 
them^  and  brings  the  long  increasing  rumours  of  the  queen's 
infidelity  to  public  proof.  Lancelot  and  she  fly  from  the  court 
in  company,  and  it  is  for  some  time  supposed  that  he  has  taken 
her  to  his  castle,  where  he  is  besieged  by  the  king^  until  the 
latter  learns  that  Guinevere  is  in  the  convent  at  Almesbury. 
Here  she  is  compeUed  to  listen  to  the  abuse  which  is  heaped 
upon  her  name  by  the  nuns,  who  are  not  aware  that  they  are 
speaking  to  herself.     When  the  king  comes  2 — 

*  Prone  from  off  her  seat  she  fell. 
And  groveird  with  her  face  against  the  floor : 
There  with  her  milk-white  arms  and  shadowy  hair 
She  made  her  face  a  darkness  from  the  king  : 
And  in  the  darkness  heard  his  armed  feet 
Pause  by  her.* 

He  relates  to  her  the  glorious  work  which  she  has  overthrown ; 
how  he  had  founded  a  society  to  be  an  example  to  the  world : — 

'  ^I  made  them  lay  their  hands  in  mine  and  swear 
To  reverence  the  king  as  if  he  were 
Their  conscience,  and  their  conscience  as  their  king, 
To  break  the  heathen  and  uphold  the  Christ, 
To  ride  abroad  redeeming  human  wrongs, 
To  speak  no  slander,  no,  nor  listen  to  it, 
To  lead  sweet  lives  in  purest  chastity. 
To  love  one  maiden  only,  cleave  to  her. 
And  worship  her  by  years  of  noble  deeds, 
^Until  they  won  her ;  for  indeed  I  knew 
'Of  no  more  subtle  master  under  heaven 
Than  is  the  maiden  passion  for  a  maid. 
Not  only  to  keep  down  the  base  in  man. 
But  teach  high  thought,  and  amiable  words 
And  courtliness,  and  the  desire  of  fame, 
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And  love  of  trtfth,  and  ail  thai  mftkes  a  man. 
And  all  thie  throve  until  I  wedded  thee ! 
Believing,  "  lo  !  my  hel(>mate,  one  to  feel 
My  paq>ose  and  rejoicing  in  my  joy.** 
Then  came  thy  shameful  gin  with  Lancelot ; 
Then  came  the  sin  of  Tristram  and  Isolt ; 
Then  others,  following  these  my  mightiest  knights^ 
And  drawing  foul  ensample  from  fair  names, 
Sinn*d  also.  .         .         .         • 

Lo !  I  forgive  thee,  as  eternal  God 
•  Forgives  :  do  thou  for  thine  own  soul  the  rest. 
But  how  to  take  Inst  leave  of  all  I  loved  ? 

0  golden  hair  with  which  I  used  to  pky 
Not  knowing !       .         .         .         . 

Let  no  man  dream  but  that  I  love  thee  still. 
Perchance,  and  so  thou  purify  thy  soul, 
And  so  thou  lean  on  our  fair  father  Christ, 
Hereafter  in  that  world  where  all  are  pure 
We  too  may  meet  before  high  God,  and  thou 
Wilt  spring  to  me,  and  claim  me  thine,  and  know 

1  am  thine  husband  —  not  a  smaller  soul. 
Nor  Lancelot,  nor  another." 

Then,  listening  till  those  armed  steps  were  gone, 
Kose  the  pale  queen,  and  in  her  anguish  found 
The  casfement :  **  Perad venture,''  so  she  thought 
**  If  I  might  see  his  face,  and  not  be  seen." 
And  lo,  he  sat  on  horselmck  at  the  door ! 
And. near  him  the  sad  nuns  with  each  a  light 
Stood,  and  he  gave  them  charge  about  the  queen. 
To  guard  and  foster  her  for  evermore. 
And  while  he  spake  to  these  his  helm  was  lower'd. 
To  which  for  crest  the  golden  dragon  clung 
Of  Briuiin ;  so  she  did  not  see  his  face. 
Which  then  was  as  an  ang^il's,  but  she  saw. 
Wet  with  the  mists  and  smitten  by  the  light?. 
The  dragon  of  the  great  Pendragonship 
Blaze,  making  all  the  night  a  stream  of  fire.* 

Such  poetry  as  this  requires  no  comment,  and  the  specimens 
we  have  been  enabled  to  give  in  these  pages  will  satisfy  our 
readers  that  the  volume  from  which  they  are  tqken  constitutes 
an  accession  of  no  small  importance  to  tno  classical  literature  of 
England,  and  will  'be  read  with  admiration  wherever  the  lan- 
guage of  England  is  spoken.  It  has  been,  indeed,  oar  object 
on  the  present  occasion  rather  to  set  forth  the  first  fruits  of 
these  poems  in  their  freshness  and  their  beauty,  than  to  attempt 
a  critical  examination  of  them.     On  their  excellences  and  on 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1859^  Tennyson's  Idylls  of  the  King.  26$ 

their  defects  much  remains  to  be  said.     The  remarkable  and 
noble  peculiarity  of  the  language,  of  which  we  have  already 
spoken,  introduces  a  certain  monotony  and  Doric  bareness  into 
the  style ;   but  although  the  beauty  of  the  verse,  considered 
as  blank  verse  in  the  abstract,  suffers  from  the  monosyllabic- 
character  of  the  Saxon  phraseology,  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
this   effect   is   in   keeping  with    the  quality  of  the   subject* 
Mr.  Tennyson  has  acquired  the  art  of  saying  things,  not  irt  . 
themselves  either  natund  or  dignified,  in  the  most  natural  and 
dignified  language.     The  simplicity  to  which  he  has  attained,, 
especially  in  this  his  latest  and   most   careful  work,   is  the 
quintessence  of  elaborate  refinement.     He  altogether  wants  the^ 
playful  ease  of  Ariosto  and  the  luxuriant  grace  of  Spenser,  who 
have  treated  before  him   the  inmiortal  legends  of  chivalrous 
fable.     His  poetic  genius  is  concentrated  rather  than  diffuse, 
and  so  strongly  characterised  by  extreme  nicety  of  language  an<t 
subtlety  of  thought,  that  we  are   sometimes  amazed  at  the 
popularity  he  has  attained.     But  his  great  powers,  exercised 
as  they  always  are  with  a  true  knowledge  of  his  art,  have  not 
been  able  to  give  a  strong  personal  interest  to  his  subject,  or  to 
torn  the  knights  and  ladies  of  King  Arthur's  court  into  living 
men  and  women.     They  belong  to  faery  land,  and  the  more 
indistinct  their  forms  remain,  the  more  we  are  disposed  to- 
accept  them  as  the  mjrthology  of  early  Britain.     It  would  be  a> 
waste  of  time  to  dissect  these  incoherent  fabliaux  or  tales  which 
owe  their  charm  to  the  visionary  radiance  that  lingers  upon 
them,  rather  than  to  their  individual  beauty  and  truth.     Of  the- 
legends  themselves,  Mr.  Tennyson  has  not  given  us  the  best 
stories  first.      Sir  Thomas  Malory's  collection  contains  many 
finer  than  that  of  *  Enid '  for  example,  and  far  more  suitable  for 
modem  poetic  treatment.     To  these  also  it  is  probable  that  he 
has  aheady  directed  his  attention.     The  poet  himself  appears  to* 
have  felt  that  it  is  not  within  the  grasp  of  our  time  to  achieve 
that  great  national  epic  of  King  ArtJbur,  which  once  excited 
the  youthful  ambition  of  Milton ;  but  the  measured  grace  of 
his  verse,  reflecting  here  and  there  the  emotions  and  sympathies 
of  a  later  age,  will  recommend  this   poem   to   thousands   of 
readers,  whom  the  early  legends  of  Britain  might  fail  to  charm- 
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Art.  XL— 1.  Speech  of  the  Right  Hon.  Benjamin  Disraeli^ 
delivered  in  the  House  of  Commons ,  1st  Aprils  1859. 

2.   Correspondence  relating  to  the  Affairs  of  Italy.  Presented  to 
Parliament  by  Command,     June,  1859. 

^T'he  fall  of  Lord  Derby'd  Administration  can  have  taken  no 
one  by  surprise,  and  can  hardly  be  a  matter  of  regret  to  any; 
certainly  not  to  the  country  and  not  even,  we  suspect,  to  Liora 
Derby  himself,  or  to  the  more  influential  members  of  the  party 
which  for  the  present  he  leads.  For  the  second  time  he  has  tried 
the  experiment  of  building  on  a  quicksand  —  on  a  foundation  so 
shifting  and  unstable  as  to  have  made  the  ruin  of  bis  fabric 
certain,  even  although  the  wind  should  never  blow,  or  the  rain 
beat  upon  it.  The  successful  assault  of  his  political  antagonists, 
in  a  Parliament  chosen  by  himself,  as  far  as  he  had  the  power  to 
choose,  has  only  prevented  the  spontaneous  dislocation  and  dis- 
solution which  was  about  to  bring  his  Government  to  a  still 
more  ignoble  and  inglorious  end  ;  and  the  result  of  fifteen 
months  of  Conservative  rule  has  simply  been  to  weaken  still 
more  the  confidence  of  the  country  in  public  men,  to  undermine 
those  foundations  of  political  honour  on  which  alone  our  free 
institutions  rest,  and  to  replace  in  power  the  former  rulers  of 
the  country  to  carry  on  its  a&irs  under  additional  difficulties, 
with  smaller  majorities  and  with  new  complications. 

It  were  hard  indeed  to  say  for  what  conceivable  stake,  or  for 
what  possible  benefit,  the  nation  has  been  exposed  to  the  great 
misfortune  of  these  results.  After  a  contest  with  its  inevitable 
destiny,  of  no  great  length,  but  one  protracted  too  long  for  the 
interests  of  the  country  or  the  dignity  of  Government,  Lord 
Derby's  Administration  fell  before;  a  direct  vote  of  want  of 
confidence  passed  by  the  House  of  Commons.  Although  the 
majority  was  small,  the  sentiment  it  expressed  was  probably 
nearly  as  universal  in  Parliament  and  in  the  country  as  any 
opinion  on  public  affairs  could  well  be.  No  doubt  other  men 
and  other  measures  were  distrusted  also.  There  was  distrust 
of  Liberal  leaders  and  distrust  of  Liberal  followers,  distrust  of 
great  reforms  and  of  little  reforms,  distrust  of  those  who  were 
too  far  advanced  and  of  those  who  would  rather  not  advance  at 
alL  But  these  were  only  the  elements  which  interrupted  what 
would  otherwise  have  been  unanimity  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons had  all  fairly  spoken  out  their  real  opinions.     It  never 
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occurred  lo  any  one  to  place  confidence  in  Lord  Derby's 
Government  The  sentiment  did  not  even  find  refuge  on  the 
Treasury  Bench ;  for  the  Ministers  plainly  had  no  confidence 
in  themselves. 

In  the  course  of  the  concluding  debate,  no  ground  was  sug- 
gested even  by  the  Government  themselves  why  any  one  should 
confide  in  them.  The  fire  of  personality  and  invective,  which 
was  smartly  kept  up  for  four  nights,  faintly  masked,  under  its 
noise  and  smoke,  the  consciousness  of  a  hopeless  position.  They 
were  without  a  policy,  without  principles,  without  opinions, 
without  even  intentions.  For  the  hour,  to  catch  a  stragglmg 
vote,  they  were  content  to  be  accused  of,  or  suspected  of,  or 
given  credit  for,  whatever  political  inclinations  might  suit  the 
turn  of  the  debate.  If  a  Liberal  of  Conservative  tendencies 
suggested  that  Mr.  Bright  was  democratic  and  dangerous,  the 
Government  benches  cheered.  If  Mr.  Bright  suggested  that 
Lord  Falmerston  was  no  reformer,  they  cheered  again.  If 
an  ultra-Liberal,  in  a  state  of  advancement  far  beyond  Man- 
chester, expressed  his  belief  that  Lord  Derby's  continuance  in 
power  was  the  certain  way  to  bring  about  his  cherished  schemes, 
they  cheered  more  loudly  and  more  vociferously  than  ever.  As 
Conservative  as  Mr.  Bentinck,  as  Kadical  as  Mr.  Roebuck, 
Protestant  enough  for  Mr.  Spooner,  Ultramontanist  enough 
for  Mr.  Bowyer,  they  furnished,  in  the  erratic  evolutions  of  that 
last  engagement,  the  best  of  all  reasons,  had  reasons  been  want- 
ing, why  the  Commons  of  England  should  put  no  faith  in 
them. 

Never,  indeed,  has  the  high  and  proud  position  of  the  Minis- 
ters of  this  great  country,  which  has  so  long  been,  and  we  trust 
will  long  continue  to  be,  the  fire  which  kindles  the  ambition  of 
the  ablest  and  the  noblest  in  the  land,  been  so  recklessly  or  so 
indecorously  disparaged.  If,  indeed,  as  they  were  careful  on 
all  occasions  to  insinuate,  the  unwelcome  gift  of  office  had  been 
thrust  upon  them, — if,  by  reason  of  dissension  and  division,  the 
Liberal  Government  had  fallen  to  pieces,  and  loyalty  com- 
manded them  to  rally  round  their  Sovereign  in  order  that  the 
head  of  the  Executive  might  not  be  left  without  counsellors, — the 
country  would  have  abated  something  of  its  contempt  But 
we  all  know  it  was  not  so,  although  the  pretence  was  quite  con- 
BiBtent  with  the  tenor  of  the  Government  it  was  used  to  main- 
tain. Lord  Palmerston's  administration  was  in  all  respects  a 
vigorous  and  powerful  one.  It  commanded  a  larger  majority  in 
the  House  of  Commons  than  we  shall  probably  ever  see  again  at 
the  back  of  a  Minister.  For  the  first  time  for  many  years  the 
Minister  was  master  of  his  own  measures  and  the  country  was 
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daily  reaping  the  benefit  of  having  power  in  the  hands  of  t^oee 
who  could  act  without  compromise^  and  maintdn  their  groond 
without  weak  compliances.  In  fair  fight,  and  on  any  party  di- 
vision, the  Opposition  had  not  a  chance.  The  crisis  wluch. 
upset  Lord  Palmerston  was  created  by  the  Conservatives  them- 
selves.  They  not  only  took  the  opportunity  which  offered,  but 
they  deliberately  lay  in  wait  for  it.  The  differences  wbicli 
arose  in  the  Liberal  ranks  on  the  Conspiracy  Bill  were  of  a 
nature  which  amongst  honest  men  must  frequently  arise,  even 
when  party  ties  are  the  strongest.  It  was  a  fair  matter  for 
difference  of  opinion,  whether  the  Conspiracy  Bill  should  have 
been  introduced  or  not.  It  was  a  question  on  which  the  most 
sincere  advocates  of  Liberal  principles  might  fairly  differ,  and 
had  Lord  Palmerston  not  believed  that,  in  a  great  crisis  of 
public  affairs,  he  might  trust  the  assurances  of  his  political  anta- 
gonists, they  probably  never  would  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
imdeceiving  him.  But  the  public  has  been  too  much  allowed  to 
forget  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Conspiracy  Bill  was 
introduced ;  and  we  recur  to  that  topic  for  a  moment  in  order  to 
illustrate  the  accuracy  and  the  justice  of  Lord  Derby,  when  he 
would  represent  his  parliamentary  difficulties  as  the  result  of 
Liberal  dissensions,  or  of  the  inanition  of  a  Liberal  Oovernment. 
The  Conspiracy  Bill  was,  in  a  sense.  Lord  Derby's  own.  If 
it  was  not  so  in  a  larger  and  more  exact  acceptation  than  the 
public  were  aware  of,  he  at  least  in  his  place  in  Parliament 
strenuously  and  pressingly  advised  it.  In  the  speech  which  he 
delivered  on  the  state  of  public  affairs  in  the  opening  of  the 
Session,  he  suggested  the  measure,  he  urged  it,  he  recommended 
it  to  the  Government  as  if  he  somewhat  mistrusted  the  vigour 
or  the  courage  of  those  to  whom  he  appealed.  He  said  on  the 
4th  February,  1858  :— 

*  I  do  not  presume  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  specific  measures 
which  may  be  introduced  with  the  view  of  striking  somewhat  more 
of  terror  into  the  minds  of  the  persons  by  whom  such  crimes  are 
contemplated,  and  for  the  purpose  of  making  manifest  to  the  sensitive 
people  of  France  the  sincerity  of  our  expression  of  good  will  in  their 
regard  ;  but  I  may  nevertheless  give  utterance  to  the  hope  that  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers  may  be  able  to  see  their  way  to  the  framing  of 
$ome  law  which  may  prove  effectual  for  the  suppression  of  those 
attempts  at  assassination,  while  it  does  not  infringe  upon  the  vital 
principles  of  the  Constitution.  To  the  enactment  of  such  a  measure 
as  that,  Parliament  would,  I  feel  assured,  be  prepared  to  give  a  cheer- 
ful assent.  Now,  my  Lords,  I  thought  it  expedient,  as  a  member  of 
this  House  wholly  unconnected  with  the  Grovernment — Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  not  having  deemed  it  to  be"  their  duty  to  offer  any  expres- 
sion of  opinion  upon  the  subject — to  seize  this,  the  first  opportunity 
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whieh  presents  itself*,  to  adrert  to  the  late  atrocious  attempt  upon  the 
life  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  to  state  the  views  with  respect 
to  it  which  I  entertain.  I  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  continuance  of 
the  life  of  that  monarch,  and  I  attach  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
maintenance  of  a  good  understanding,  not  only  between  the  sovereigns 
of  England  and  France,  but  between  the  people  of  the  two  countries^ 
It  IS,  in  my  opinion,  of  the  greatest  moment  to  France  that  her  present 
ruler  should  long  remain  at  the  head  of  her  government — a  govern- 
ment of  which  1  will  say  nothing  more  than  that  I  believe  it  to  be 
that  which,  at  the  present  moment,  is  best  suited  to  the  feelings,  the 
habits,  aad  the  opinions  of  the  French  nation.  These  being  my  sen- 
timents^ I  deemed  it  desirable  that  I  should  do  all  that  in  me  lay  to 
remove  any  misapprehension  or  misconception  with  respect  to  England 
from  the  minds  of  the  people  of  that  country.  I  am  also  anxious  to 
learn  from  Her  Majesty's  Government  how  far  they  concur  with  me 
in  the  general  principles  which  I  have  just  laid  down.' 

Noiw  tliese  obeervations  were  made  at  a  time  when  the  sub- 
stance of  the  commtinications  between  France  and  England 
were  thoroughly  notorious^  Lord  Derby  indicated  no  dis- 
Mtiefaelion  with  the  French  Emperor  and  none  with  his  Minis^ 
ters.-  The  celebrated  addresses  of  the  French  colonels  had,  at 
that  time,  appeared  in  the  ^  Moniteur ';  yet  they  did  not  in  the 
slightest  d^ee  moderate  the  language  of  respect  which  Lord 
Derby  used  towards  the  Emperor,  or  the  intensity  of  his  desire 
that  the  meaenre  he  snggested  should  be  introduced. 

This  appeal  was  made  in  a  crisis  of  ^eat  difficulty,  and  snr- 
rounded  by  great  complications.  l5ie  French  alliance,  so 
important  to  our  interests,  trembled  In  the  balance.  The  em- 
barrassments of  Lord  PaJmerston^s  position  were  obvious  and 
palpable.  In  these  circumstances,  his  political  rival  steps 
forward,  with  apparent  patriotism  and  generosity,  to  give  him 
counsel  and  to  tender  him  support.  The  head  of  a  great  party — 
one  always  obedient  to  orders  and  to  discipline — ^he  gave,  by  the 
eourse  which  he  adopted,  the  most  deliberate  and  solemn  pledge, 
that  in  fdilowing  out  the  suggestions  which  he  so  earnestly  made. 
Lord  Palmerston  should  receive  from  him  and  his  followers  an 
honourable  support. 

All  this  sounded  high-minded  and  disinterested.  It  was  met 
in  the  spirit  in  which  it  bad  been  supposed  to  have  been 
proffered,  and  Lord  Grranville,  while  thinking  that  Lord  Derby 
exaggerated  the  insufficiency  of  the  law  as  it  stood,  and  under- 
rated the  Constitutional  difficulty,  dosed  with  the  proposal,  and 
ondertook  that  the  Bill  should  be  introduced.  Nor  was  Lord 
Derby  slow  in  the  first  instance  to  fulfil  the  implied  pledge 
which  he  had  given.  On  the  second  day's  debate  on  the  intro- 
ductioti  of  the  Bill,  Lord  Derby's  friends  left  it  no  longer 
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doubtful  what  course  they  were  prepared  to  take.  It  may 
instruct  as  well  as  amuse  our  readers^  recollecting  what  the 
whirligig  of  time  so  speedily  brought  about,  to  refer,  in  the 
pages  of  Hansard,  to  the  speech  of  the  then  Irish  Attorney- 
General,  and  shortly  to  be  Irish  Lord  Chancellor,  Napier. 
'  He  believed,*  he  said, '  the  measure  to  be  a  wise  and  judicious 

*  Amendment  of  the  existing  law,  and  he  believed  the  occasion 
'to  be  a  suitable  one  for  carrying  that  measure  into  efiect.* 
Not  only  did  the  law  require  amendment,  but  '  the  amend- 
*ment  now  proposed  was  one  which  he  himself  would  have 
'  made  in  1856,  for  in  that  year  he  made  a  note  to  that  effect  in 

*  a  copy  of  a  Bill  sent  for  hb  consideration.     Under  these  cir- 

*  cumstances,  he  should  give  his  cordial,  his  unhesitating,  and 

*  his  hearty  support  to  the  proposal  then  before  the  House.' 

It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  Hibernian  frankness  of 
Mr.  Napier  should  have  been  copied  by  a  mind  so  little  similar 
as  that  of  Mr.  DisraelL  He  made  a  speech,  however,  which, 
although  full  of  cautious  and  astute  evasion  of  direct  expression 
of  opinion,  is  clear  and  specific  on  one  point,  and  one  point 
only.     And  that  point  is  the  despatch  of  Count  Walewski. 

'  Sir,  I  am  not  here  to  defend  or  to  palliate  any  of  those  circum- 
stances which  have  been  so  severely,  but  so  justly,  animadverted  upon 
in  the  course  of  the  debate.  I  do  not  think  that  the  despatch  of 
Count  Walewski,  though  it  has  found  a  defender  in  an  honourable 
friend  of  mine,  is  written  with  that  tact,  good  temper,  and  good  sense 
which  generally  characterise  his  lucubrations.  I  am  bound  to  admit 
that  I  think  that  despatch  is  an  unfortunate  despatch.  I  go  further 
than  that.  I  do  not  deny  for  a  moment  that  the  observations  of  the 
French  colonels  are  extremely  impertinent ;  and  I  think  that  the 
introduction  of  these  observations  into  the  pages  of  the  authentic  and 
authoritative  journal  of  the  French  empire  was  an  act  of  signal 
indiscretion.  But,  after  the  despatch  which  has  been  read  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  this  evening,  I  am  not  inclined  to  dwell  so  much  as  I 
otherwise  should  have  done  on  those  errors.  We  all  know  in  private 
life  that,  however  excited  our  feelings  may  be  when  a  misunder- 
standing arises,  and  however  warm  may  be  our  language,  the  mo- 
ment a  gentleman  says  that  he  regrets  the  offensive  expressions  he 
has  used,  all  is  immediately  forgotten  ;  amity  is  restored ;  and  if  the 
apology  is  tendered  with  a  good  grace,  and  not  in  a  churlish  manner, 
the  feeling  that  succeeds  is  very  often  one  of  greater  amiability  than 
that  which  preceded  the  misunderstanding.  Now  I  must  say  that  I 
think  that  expression  of  regret  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  is  frank,  and  full,  and  satisfactory ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  it 
becomes  us,  after  we  have  been  aware  of  it,  to  remember  with  too 
much  severity  those  incidents  to  which  I  have  referred.' 

He  proceeded  to  illustrate  the  moderation  and  good  temper 
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which  we  were  bound  to  use,  under  irritation  and  prorocation, 
towards  our  French  Allies,  by  recalling  the  good  sense  and 
forbearance  shown  by  the  French  Emperor,  when  attacks  were 
made  upon  him  by  public  men  in  this  country;  and  so  the 
debate  passed  off, —  ninety-nine  Liberals  voted  against  its  in- 
troduction, and  the  whole  Conservative  opposition  were  to  be 
found  in  the  majority. 

Such  being  the  course  of  proceedings  up  to  this  time,  an 
ordinary  leader,  unacquainted  with  the  tone  and  temper  which 
of  late  years  has  prevailed  in  high  political  places,  would 
not  credit  what  theplot  of  this  political  drama  eventually 
turned  out  to  be.  He  would  not  believe  what  is,  although 
incredible,  yet  the  truth,  that  when  this  Bill,  so  suggested, 
flo  introduced,  and  so  supported,  came  up  for  a  second 
reading,  and  a  motion  was  made,  and  an  amendment  was  moved, 
founded  on  the  very  considerations  with  which  Mr.  Disraeli  so 
contemptuously  dealt, —  when  the  Conservatives  had  come  down 
to  the  House  in  the  full  belief  that  they  were  honourably  to 
redeem  the  pledge  which  their  leader  had  given, — tempted  by  a 
momentary  chink  in  the  armour  of  their  political  adversary, — 
the  word  suddenly  went  forth  to  join  the  opponents  of  the  Bill, 
and  that  Mn  Walpole,  the  last  man  in  the  House  to  choose  for 
such  a  service,  should  have  hurled  his  javelin  through  the  crevice, 
on  the  suggestion,  as  we  believe,  of  Lord  Derby  himself. 

Such  is  the  history  of  the  Conservative  advent  to  power. 
The  maCTanimity  of  their  antagonists,  and  the  delicate  topics 
involved  in  that  crisis,  have  relieved  them  of  part  of  the  weight 
of  opinion  which  they  justly  ought  to  bear,  but  told  from  the 
records  of  the  period,  it  forms  as  discreditable  an  instance  of 
party  manoeuvres  as  any  our  history  discloses. 

The  position,  then,  in  which  the  late  Government  was  placed 
was  not  one  into  which  they  were  forced  by  circumstances  or 
called  by  honour.  It  was  one  for  which  they  struggled,  ma- 
noeuvred, and  intrigued.  They  gained  it  by  the  breach  of  as 
solemn  a  Parliamentary  contract  as  one  great  leader  could 
make  with  another;  nor  is  it  the  least  of  the  offences  which 
they  have  committed  against  the  system  of  FarUamentary 
Government,  that  the  exigency  they  pleaded  at  every  turn, 
was  the  result  of  a  stratagem  which  bordered  thus  nar- 
rowly on  the  confines  even  of  party  licence.  The  nation, 
therefore,  has  a  good  right  to  know  with  what  prospect  it  was 
that  they  chose  this  winding  road  to  oflSce,  or  rather,  what 
reason  they  have  now  to  urge,  when  the  citadel  has  been  recap- 
tured, why  they  should  not  be  dealt  with  according  to  the 
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jules  of  war,  as  tliose  who  throw  away  homaQ  life  in  defe&dk^ 
a  fortress  which  they  know  is  incapable  of  defence. 

The  experiment  has  been  as  dangerous  and  injurious  to  the 
country, — as  lowering  to  the  dignity  of  the  Executive, — as  £iita] 
to  the  reputation  of  its  chief  promoters,  as  could  have  been  aatki^ 
•pated.  It  was  all  the  worse  that  it  was  the  second  performance 
of  a  bad  play  which  the  public  had  years  before  condemned.  But 
in  1852,  Lord  Derby  had  some  colour  and  truth  in  the  apology, 
which,  on  this  occasion  with  no  colour  and  no  truth,  bis  ad^ 
herents  have  so  constantly  reiterated.  The  Liberal  Gofemr 
ment  of  1852,  unlike  that  of  1858,  was  weak  and  divided.  It 
had  a  year  before  ccdlapsed  on  Mr.  Locke  King's  Bill,  and 
on  that  occasion  Lord  Derby  dedined  to  take  office.  The 
disagreement  between  the  Premier  and  Lord  Pidmeraton  had 
.brought  on  another  attack  of  chronic  debility,  which  proved 
fatal,  and  there  was  some  show  of  reason  in  the  demand  which 
Lord  Derby  made  on  taking  office  for  forbearance  tsA  a  fair 
trial.  But  unfortunately  the  fairness  they  expected  was  all  on 
one  eide.  In  opposition  they  had  been  Frotectiomsts,  saj^ 
porters  of  the  Navigation  Laws,  opponents  of  Sir  Kobert  Peel 
and  all  his  policy.  From  the  moment  they  took  office  thdr 
sole  desire  seemed  to  be  to  induce  the  public  to  forget,  as  if  &ey 
XM>uld  be  forgotten,  all  their  fordier  professions  and  principle«^ 
and  from  tlutt  time  forward  there  has  been  no  C<Hiaervative 
party. 

The  course  adopted  by  Lord  Derby  in  1852  was  the  inau- 
guration of  a  new  system  of  political  tactics,  which  has  been 
very  fatal  to  the  Tory  party  in  diis  country,  and  which  we 
hope  has  received  its  death-blow  in  the  overthrow  of  the 
late  Government  The  Tory  party  is,  and  always  must  be, 
one  of  great  power  and  influence  in  the  State.  It  has 
within  it  great  ability,  great  wealth,  great  territorial  possets 
sions.  It  holds  its  traditional  opinions  with  all  the  tenacity 
peculiar  to  the  character  of  Englbhmen ;  and  if  at  times  its 
adherence  to  old  ways  and  beaten  tracks  is  unreasonii^  aad  in- 
stinctive, no  one  can  doubt  that  the  weight  and  influence  of  a 
body  that  moves  so  slowly,  and  submits  to  change  so  cantiottsly, 
.are  not  the  least  important  elements  in  the  stability  and  perma^ 
nence  of  our  institutions.  In  any  probable  fluetuation  of  the  &aii- 
chise, — under  any  imaginable  alteration  in  the  mere  machinery 
of  political  power — ^tfais  great  party  must  have  a  powerful  voice 
in  the  councils  of  the  nation.  The  principles  of  the  Constitotkm 
which  they  represent — their  attachment  to  the  oligarchic  and 
monarchical,  and  their  jealousy  of  the  democratic  element,  aie 
not  mere  opinions  of  the  day  or  hour,  but  the  dogmas  of  a  great 
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.  political  ecbool^  of  which  it  cannot  be  affirmed  that  they  are 
either  absolutely  true  or  absolutely  false^  but  which  admit  of 
yaried  application  to  the  varying  circumstances  of  the  times.  No 
one  expects  that  the  Conservatives  of  the  present  day  are^  for  the 
sake  of  consistency,  to  maintain  the  precise  sentiments,  and  pro- 
pose and  support,  or  oppose  and  resist,  the  same  measures,  as  their 
predecessors  of  the  Tory  school  did  in  1801,  or  1821,  or  1831, 
or  1841.  The  world  has  grown  too  old  for  that,  as  it  has  for  a 
persecuting  Whig  of  1688.  No  power  and  no  political  party 
can  repeal  the  Beform  Bill  or  re-animate  Protection,  and  the 
public  are  content  that  the  opponents  of  the  one,  and  the  sup- 
porters of  the  other,  should  acquiesce  in  the  verdict  which  ex- 
perience has  pronounced  agdnst  them.  But  as  the  party  is  still 
strong  and  powerful,  it  must  have  some  opinions  and  some 
principles.  The  passing  of  the  Beform  Bill  in  1831  has  not 
cured  it  of  it*  jealousy  of  democracy, — the  triumph  of  Free 
Trade  has  not  lessened  its  attachment  to  the  agricultural 
interests, — the  Catholic  Belief  Bill  has  not,  ix^  point  of  fact, 
reconciled  it  to  Boman  Catholic  influence  — •  the  general 
bent  of  its  opinions,  the  general  tendency  of  its  political  creed, 
remains,  and  must  remain,  the  same.  And  on  these  principles 
the  country  must  be  governed  if  the  Tory  party  are  to  govern  it. 

Many  people  think  that  this  is  dealing  out  hard  measure  to 
our  poHtical  antagonists.  It  will  be  said  that  there  was  so 
large  an  infusion  of  the  democratic  element  introduced  in  1831, 
that  it  is  impossible  at  the  present  day  to  carry  on  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  country  in  strict  accordance  with  old  Tory 
views.  Whether  this  be  a  calamity  or  not,  if  it  be  true,  is  a 
matter  on  which  people  may  differ..  But  the  view  is  by  no 
means  so  well  founded  as  many  persons  suppose.  There  is  a 
constant  ebb  and  flow,  a  flux  and  reflux,  of  political  opinion 
in  this  country.  The  more  victorious  and  triumphant  a  party 
becomes,  the  surer  is  the  reaction  which  is  in  store  for  it.  The 
Whig  majority  of  1831  began  to  decay  from  the  moment  of  its 
.culmmation*  By  1835  it  had  become  nearly  invisible,  in  1841 
it  vanished  altogether,  and  in  that  year  a  majority  of  upwards 
of  ninety  in  the  House  of  Commons  declared  that  they  had  no 
confidence  in  the  men  who  passed  the  Beform  Bill.  Thus  it 
by  no  means  follows  that  a  dignified  and  honourable  adherence 
to  political  principles  necessarily  operates  as  a  crystal  bar  to 
the  paradise  of  office,  in  the  case  of  the  Conservatives,  even  if 
that  result  were  sufficient  to  excuse  the  abandonment  of  their 
ancient  creed. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  political  consistency  received  a 
great  shock  from  Sir  Bobert  Peel.     But  it  must  be  said  for 
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him,  on  both  the  great  occasions  on  which  he  made  his  memor- 
able changes,  that  he  changed  because  he  was  convinced.  He 
altered  his  opinions  at  the  same  time  that  he  altered  his  policj. 
He  changed  for  great  public  ends,  and  on  clear,  distinct,  and 
intelligible  grounds,  and  on  the  last  occasion,  in  1845,  he  was 
ready  to  consummate  his  change  of  opinion  by  the  abandonment 
of  office.  Still  the  example  has  been  a  most  pernicious  one, 
and  even  without  the  caricature  of  it  which  has  been  presented 
by  two  Derby  Governments,  goes  far  to  detract  from  the 
otherwise  well-earned  reputation  of  that  distinguished  man. 

But  the  Derby  Government  of  1852  was  the  first  adminis- 
tration in  this  country  which  reduced  inconsistency  to  a  system, 
and  want  of  principle  to  a  principle.  When  Sir  Robert  Ped 
announced  his  change  of  opinion  on  the  Catholic  Disabilities,  he 
expressed  with  eloquence  and  emotion  not,  we  believe,  affected, 
the  wrench  and  effort  which  it  cost  his  self-love  to  make  the 
avowal  of  his  conversion.  But  no  such  pangs  of  wounded 
self-complacency  afflicted  the  Derby  Government  of  1852. 
No  *  sharp  convulsive  pangs  of  agonising  pride '  tortured  their 
breasts.  They  flung  Protection  aside  with  as  much  indifference 
as  if  it  had  not  pointed  the  darts,  and  kindled  the  thunderbolts, 
of  debate,  in  the  fiercest  and  most  acrimonious  political  struggle 
of  the  century.  Fortunately  their  tenure  was  short,  but  in 
that  short  time  they  had  founded  that  new  political  school 
which  has  for  its  elementary  principle,  that  any  change  of 
opinion  or  action  is  excusable  or  laudable,  the  object  of  which 
is  to  keep  a  Conservative  Government  in  power. 

The  Conservative  party  in  Parliament  went  back  to  the 
Opposition  benches  in  December  1852,  having  fought  their  hope- 
less battle  with  some  gladiatorial  skill,  but  having  shaken  most 
rudely  the  foundations  on  which  their  political  influence  with 
the  country  depended.  They  went  into  opposition  shorn  of 
every  political  principle  which  could  form  a  distinctive  rallying 
cry  to  their  friends.  Everything  which  was  old  they  had 
abandoned.  They  had  adopted  nothing  which  was  new.  Sir 
Robert  Peel  changed  his  opinions  on  great  emergencies  and  for 
tangible  objects.  But  the  Derby  recantations  of  1852  were 
wholesale,  with  no  definite  end  and  no  apparent  limit  They 
left  the  public  to  understand  not  only  that  they  had  changed 
some  opinions,  but  that  there  were  no  opinions  which  they  were 
not  prepared  to  change;  and  thus  the  only  fruit  of  their  short  lease 
of  office  was  utterly  to  annihilate  the  confidence  of  their  sup- 
porters in  the  country,  and  to  inflict  discredit  on,  and  to  inspire 
distrust  in,  the  character  and  reputation  of  public  men. 

Six  years  in  opposition  do  not  appear  to  have  brought  with 
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them  any  of  the  salutary  lessons  of  experience*      When^  as 
we  have  already  described^  they  succeeded  in  upsetting  the 
administration  of  Lord  Palmerston^  it  was  plcdn  that  they  had 
again  commenced  their  ministerial  career  with  the  resolution  to 
be  bound  by  no  professions^  to  adhere  to  no  opinions,  and  to  be 
encumbered  with  no  scruples,  which  might  endanger  the  power 
they  had  so  equivocally  attained.      It  is  needless  for  us  to  re- 
smiie  the  history  which  must  be  so  vivid  in  the  recollection  of 
our  readers  —  how  they  implored  Lord  John  Russell  to  pro- 
tect them  against  Lord  Falmerston  —  how  they  invoked  and 
flattered  Mr.  Bright,  when  they  wished  his  protection  against 
Lord  John — the  disasters  and  disgraces  of  the  India  Bill — 
the  humiliation  of  the  Oaths  Bill — ^the  studious   chicanery  of 
the  measure  of  Beform  which  they  propounded,  and  the  reck- 
less and  inexcusable  Dissolution  which  followed  its  rejection. 
The  moral  which  we  wish  to  draw  from  this  rapid  recapitula- 
tion is  a  very  plain  and  obvious  one,  and  it  is  this :  that  each 
time  the  Conservative  party  attempts  to  form  an  administration 
based  on  the  abnegation  of  political  principle  and  disbelief  in 
political  virtue,  the  result  will  uniformly  be  that  which  has 
twice  overtaken  them, — inglorious  and  unlamented  defeat.  When 
we  have  a  Conservative  Minister  who  is  bold  enough  to  be  con- 
sistent, we  may  then,  and  not  till  then,  see  a  Conservative  Gro- 
vemment  powerful,  permanent,  and  respected.     No  measures 
and  no  principles  can  atone  to  this  country  for  any  lowering  of 
the  standard  of  poUtical  morality  among  her   political  chiefs 
and  rulers ;  and  the  great  body  of  the  Conservatives  will  do 
well  never  again  to  become  iJie  degraded  supporters  of  that 
political  system  which  we  hope  finidly  expired  when  the  late 
Ministry  resigned. 

The  perioS  which  has  elapsed  since  Lord  Palmerston's 
Grovemment  came  to  an  end  has  not  been  ill-spent,  we  think,  by 
the  great  body  of  the  Liberal  party.  The  system  of  party 
government  within  the  Liberal  ranks  had  of  late  years  been 
somewhat  disorganised,  from  causes  which  are  obvious  enough, 
bat  which  it  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  enter  upon  at  present. 
The  differences  which  sprung  up  in  the  Liberal  camp  were 
J^ily  seized  on  by  their  antagonists,  to  weaken  and  distract 
them.  But  this  system  was  carried  too  far  and  pursued  too 
long.  When  it  was  found  that  the  late  Ministers  were  suppliant 
only  in  the  day  of  danger,  and  insolent  after  it  had  passed,— that 
they  stigmatised  as  factious  to^lay  the  man  whom  they 
had  extolled  as  patriotic  when  they  stood  in  need  of  his  sup- 
port yesterday,  —  when  all  sections  became  convinced  that 
nothing  solid  was  to  be  expected  or  hoped  for  from  that 
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quarter,  they  began^  by  a  natural  and  tmthful  instinct,  to  tbink 
more  gently  of  eadi  other*  They  began  to  reflect  that  their 
differences  related  more  to  the  men  than  to  the  measures — tbst 
they  had  the  same  sympathy  for  the  public  objects  they  pursued, 
and  after  all  were  not  so  much  at  variance  as  to  the  mode  in 
which  they  wished  to  pursue  them* 

On  looking  back,  however,  to  the  course  of  events  since  the 
great  political  controversy  on  the  subject  of  Free  Trade,  a  lessoii 
may  be  learned  from  the  occurrences  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
interval,  which  the  more  sanguine  members  of  the  Liberal  party- 
would  do  well  to  ponder  on.     It  is  firom  that  quarter  generally 
that  discontent  has  proceeded — c<ni8isting,  as  that  section  of  the 
party  doeSy  chiefly  of  men  attached  to  politics  as  a  science, 
who  reason  and  who  profess  to  act  according  to  philosophic  rules, 
these  men  are  always  less  tolerant  of  the  cold  delays  and  hesi- 
tating steps  of  the  more  deliberate  of  tiieir  friends.     PincKng^ 
their  most  cherished  and  ardent  aspirations  somewhat  checked, 
they  become  impatient  and  distrustfxil,  and  begin  to  doubt  the 
sincerity  of  those  who  seem  so  littie  diq>oeed  to  ke^  pace  with 
them.     Now,  reflecting  upon  tiie  history  of  parties  since  1846, 
it  may  not  be  without  its  use  to  call  to  mind  the  numerous  pro- 
jects which  have,  each  in  its  tmn,  been  the  standard  of  advanced 
liberals,  and  remark  what  their  fate  has  been  when  brought 
to  the  great  test  of  public  discusnon.     First  came  Financial 
Beform,  then  came  Disarmament,  then  came  Administrative  He- 
form,  but  all  these  things  as  a  standard  or  criterion  of  party  are 
already  forgotten.     For  the  time  during  which  each  of  them 
lasted,  any  one  who  did  not  make  one  of  the  retinue  was  held  to 
be  a  laggard  in  the  Liberal  race,  yet  they  have  gone  to  dust,  and 
their  own  promoters  have  forsaken  them.     The  reason  is  quite 
obvious.     They  embodied  sound  principles  in  an  exa^erated 
form,  and  presented  them  to  the  public  in  a  shape  which  offended 
tlw  sober  opinion  of  the  country.      We  therefore  hope,  on  the 
reconstruction  of  a  Liberal  Administration,  that  the  main  body 
of  the  Liberal  party  wiU  once  more  reoolleot  that  there  is  mudk 
work  to  do,  and  great  interests  to  protect;  that  something,  at 
all  events,  may  be  accomplished  by  union,  while  the  restdt  of 
dissension  has  been  an  absolute  blank, — that  in  quiet  times, 
when  trade  flourishes  and  work  is  jdenty,  we  may  not  look  for 
the  political  excitement  which  bursts  in  thunder  and  clears  the 
atmosphere, —  that  it  is  better  to  go  one  mile  with  the  man  who 
will  go  with  us,  than  to  waste  a  summer's  eve  in  persuading 
him  to  go  two, —  and  that  nratual  forbearance  and  rational  eon- 
ceasion  are  the  first  and  most  essential  gifts  of  statesmanship, 
without  which   union   and  strength  are  impossible,  and  the 
fruits  of  the  highest  genius  may  be  lost  to  tiie  nation. 
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While  we  write  these  concluding  lines,  we  hear  with  great 
regret  that  Mr.  Cobden  has  declined  to  join  the  Administration. 
We  should  like  to  have  seen  the  results  which  would  have 
arisen  from  the  application  of  Mr.  Cobden's  clear  and  lucid 
powers  of  thought,  his  great  industry,  and  aptitude  for  debate 
in  the  hitherto  untried  capacity  of  a  Minister.  We  believe  he 
is  thoroughly  well  fitted  to  have  served  the  public  in  that 
character  with  distinction  and  success.  We  should  gready 
have  wished  that  the  public  had  had  in  his  person  and  from 
his  great  popular  influence  the  assurance  that  the  Liberal  party 
were  entirely  united  in  the  great  objects  they  pursue,  and  in 
the  general  policy  by  which  they  hope  to  obtain  them.  The 
reasons  which  have  affected  his  determination  wo  are  not  in 
a  position  to  appreciate.  But  when  the  leaders  of  the  Whig 
party  and  Ministers  called  to  the  formation  of  a  Cabinet  are 
chained,  as  they  often  are,  with  a  too  exclusive  regard  for  their 
own  immediate  friends  and  connexions,  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  fault  does  not  altogether  rest  with  themselves ; 
and  that  nothing  has  been  foand  less  easy  than  to  obt^n,  in 
administration  and  the  actual  responsibility  of  government,  the 
personal  co-operation  of  those  who  have  risen  to  poUtical  dis- 
tinction by  popular  agitation. 

From  these  considerations  on  the  general  aspect  of  parties 
with  reference  to  the  national  administration  of  the  country,  we 
now  briefly  turn  to  that  which  is  of  more  intense  and  universal 
interest — the  progress  of  hostilities  abroad,  and  our  own  rela- 
tions with  the  belligerent  and  neutral  Powers,  which  have  been 
brought  prominently  before  the  public  by  the  publication  of 
Lord  Malmesbury's  Italian  correspondence. 

Three  months  have  barely  elapsed  since  we  had  occasion  in 
this  place  to  note  the  premonitory  signs  and  thick  gathering  in 
the  heavens  of  that  storm  which  has  since  broken  upon  the 
south  of  Europe,  and  brought  about  changes  in  the  relations  of 
the  Continental  Powers  far  more  momentous  than  the  changes 
whidi  have  occurred  in  the  internal  government  of  this  Empire. 
When  last  we  had  occasion  to  direct  the  attention  of  our 
readers  to  these  subjects,  peace  was  still  unbroken  —  nego- 
tiations were  still  on  foot  —  the  hopes  and  fears  of  Europe 
were  still  held  in  suspense  by  a  Congress  which  was  not  to  meet 
—  and  the  only  tangible  ground  on  which  the  question  could 
then  be  argued  was  that  of  the  existing  public  law  of  Europe.  To 
treat  those  solemn  engagements,  which  were  the  sole  bulwarks 
of  peace,  as  if  they  had  been  already  abrogated  by  the  casuistry 
er  ambition  of  this  or  that  Court,  was  to  admit  that  right  had 
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already  quailed  before  force,  and  that  the  state  of  Italy  was  a  state 
of  war,  to  be  determined  only  by  the  arbitrement  of  the  sword. 
That  was  not  thp  actual  condition  of  public  affairs  when  we  endea- 
voured to  coniute  the  audacious  misrepresentations  and  expose 
the  coYcrt  designs  of  the  authors  of  the  celebrated  pamphlet 
•which  will  be  remembered  as  the  precursor  of  the  present  san- 
^inary  contest.  Unhappily  the  anticipations  we  then  enter- 
tained have  been  but  too  speedily  and  completely  realised*  No 
one  who  traces  with  candour  and  discernment  the  course  of 
events,  can  doubt  that  the  present  hostilities  had  long  been 
resolved  upon,  and  that  they  became  inevitable  from  the  position 
;assumed  by  &urdinia  as  soon  as  she  felt  herself  assured  of  the 
support  bf  France.  With  that  incredible  want  of  diplomatic  skill 
and  political  foresight  which  has  characterised  Austria  through- 
out these  transactions,  the  Court  of  Vienna  contrived  to  put 
itself  at  the  last  momeAt  in  the  wrong — *to  give  the  war  a  more 
popular  character  in  France  —  and  to  alienate  much  of  the 
sympathy  it  might  otherwise  have  retdned  in  Northern  Grer- 
mnny  and  in  England.  But  the  fact  is  not  the  less  certain  that 
under  any  circumstances  Italy  had  been  made  ripe  for  war  or 
xevolution  —  that  peace  and  order  could  not  long  be  maintained 
there  without  a  display  of  force  not  to  be  tolerated  by  the  rest 
of  Europe  —  and  that  the  impulse  to  war  given  by  the  power- 
ful arm  of  France  was  already  irresistible. 

From  the  moment  that  the  Austrian  army  made  its  fatal  and 
<ibortive  advance  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Tidno — from  the 
moment  that '  French  troops  had  crossed  the  Alps  and 
landed  in  Gknoa, — the  whole  political  structure  of  Italy  was 
-changed.  Henceforth  it  would  be  mere  pedantry  to  argue  on 
the  existence  of  rights  and  treaties,  designed  to  perpetuate  as 
long  as  possible  a  state  of  peace,  but  utterly  incapable  of  opposing 
the  slightest  resistance  to  an  armed  enemy.  At  once  die  vice 
and  the  weakness  of  that  political  and  strate^cal  system  of 
Austria  in  Italy,  which  we  denounced  in  April  last  as  'in  the 
'  highest  degree  impolitic,'  became  apparent.  The  defensive 
and  offensive  engagements  by  which  the  Court  of  Vienna  had 
bound  itself  to  affora  the  protection  of  its  armies  to  the  States  of 
Central  Italy  against  a  foreign  assailant,  proved  to  be  a  dead  letter. 
The  revolution,  which,  as  has  been  shown  by  Mr.  Scarlett's  cor- 
respondence, had  been  actively  prepared  by  the  Sardinian  diplo- 
matic agents  and  by  the  secret  societies,  broke  out  in  Tuscaoy 
and  Parma ;  and  those  States  passed  rapidly  from  the  hands  of 
the  national  party  to  a  French  military  occupation.  Far  from 
being  able  to  afford  any  additional  strength  to  the  military  posi- 
tion of  the  Austrians  in  Italy,  these  engagements  would  have  led 
• 
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to  the  immediate  destruction  of  their  scattered  forces^  if  the  Court 
of  Vienna  had  attempted  to  give  effect  to  them.  Nothing  of 
the  kind  could  be  done  in  presence  of  real  danger.  The  only- 
safety  of  Austria  lay  in  concentration,  and  this  undoubted  truth 
was  at  length  acknowledged  by  her  generals,  though  not  before 
they  had  wasted  their  strength  and  lost  a  part  of  their  military 
prestige  in  a  vain  effort  to  do  the  reverse  of  all  that  sounc^ 
strategical  principles  recommended.  Hence  it  was  clear  that  the 
extended  system  of  influence  and  occupation,  which  she  had 
attempted  to  justify  on  military  grounds,  was  her  bane ;  th& 
treaties  with  Central  Italy  had  exasperated  the  Italian  people 
and  alienated  the  rest  of  Europe,  without  the  slightest  advan- 
tage to  Austria  herself,  in  the  emergency  in  which  she  at  last 
stood.  To  such  a  length,  indeed,  was  this  movement  of  retreat 
carried,  that,  after  the  battle  of  Magenta,  which  might  have 
been  considered  an  undecided  action  but  for  its  vast  political 
and  territorial  results,  even  Piacenza  was  abandoned.  The 
stores  of  war  relinquished  by  the  sudden  evacuation  of  fortresses 
and  positions  which  were  supposed  to  be  capable  of  a  long 
defence  far  exceeded  in  value  the  supplies  which  had  been  levied 
and  epacted  in  the  North  of  Piedmont ;  but,  from  the  moment 
the  Ticino  was  crossed  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  no 
attempt  was  made  by  the  Austrians  to  retain  the  line  of  the  Po, 
or  to  make  any  stand  whatever  till  they  reached  the  Mincio ;. 
— a  fact  which  may  be  of  importance  in  future  negotiations, 
because  it  demonstrates  with  absolute  certainty  that  the  whole 
strength  of  the  Austrian  position  in  Italy  rests  on  the  line» 
drawn  firom  the  Lago  di  Garda  to  the  Adriatic. 

Throughout  this  short  campaign  the  Austrians  appear  sin- 
gularly to  have  overrated  their  own  strength,  and  to  have 
underrated  the  diflBculties  of  their  position.  One  of  their 
ablest  commanders.  General  Urban,  failed  even  to  arrest  the 
daring  and  gallant  march  of  Garibaldi,  at  the  head  of  a  band  of 
volunteers,  across  the  spurs  of  the  Italian  Alps ;  and  on  every 
occasion,  in  the  field,  they  have  shown  a  marked  inferiority  ta 
their  French  and  Sardinian  antagonists,  in  every  quality  except 
the  personal  braveiy  of  the  officers  and  men,  which  has  been 
worthy  of  a  Jbetter  fate.  Yet  it  was  generally  believed  in  Eu- 
rope tnat  Austria  had  carried  to  a  very  high  degree  of  perfec- 
tion her  military  system.  No  one  denied  the  splendid  appear- 
ance of  her  troops :  no  one  doubted  their  gallantry  in  the  field. 
The  conclusion  to  which  we  are  led  by  the  disastrous  result 
of  their  efforts  is  inevitable  —  the  system  of  the  army  had 
not  kept  pace  with  the  improvements  of  the  age.  Some  Ger- 
man writers  have  of  late  commented  with  severity  on  the  want 
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of  fortified  places  and  great  military  establishments  in  Great 
Britain  ;  but  however  defenceless  we  may  be  supposed  to  be  by 
continental  critics,  we  are  upon  tb^  whole  not  so  accessible  to 
invasion  as  those  provinces  of  Northern  Italy  on  which  all  the 
resources  of  the  military  skill  of  Austria  had  been  expended. 
The  rapid  successes  of  the  French  army  afford,  however,  ample 
subject  of  reflection  to  this  and  all  other  countries. 

But  the  causes  of  the  defeat  which  Austria  has  sustained  lie 
deeper  stilL  They  must  be  attributed  mainly  to  the  errors  of 
policy  of  all  kinds  which  have  been  committed  by  the  yooiig 
Emperor  and  his  Ministers  since  the  termination  of  the  greit 
convulsion  of  1848.  The  attempt  to  extinguish  the  provindal 
independence  of  the  several  p(»rtiona  of  the  empire,  and  to 
establish  a  centralised  system  hitherto  unknown  in  Hungary,  Bo- 
hemia, and  the  other  provinces,  has  produced  local  discontent  aad 
general  weakness.  The  intolerant  spirit  of  the  clei^,  inflamed 
by  the  absurd  and  impolitic  concessions  made  by  the  Concordat 
to  the  Court  of  Bome,  has  called  forth  a  strong  reactioi 
at  home,  and  the  greatest  illwill  in  other  parts  of  Grermany, 
as  we  anticipated  when  we  examined  at  length  that  ill- 
judged  measure  in  these  pages.*  The  halting  poli^  of 
Austria  in  the  Crimean  war  exposed  her  to  all  the  resent- 
ment of  Bussia,  without  having  earned  the  confidence  or 
gratitude  of  the  Western  Powers.  It  is  hard  to  explain  the 
continual  financial  embarrassments  of  a  State  ruling  over  ter- 
ritories so  fertile  and  a  population  so  industrious,  except  on  the 
supposition  that  sound  principles  of  political  economy  are  veiy 
imperfectly  applied  or  understood.  It  matters  comparatively 
little  whether  the  Austrian  Empire  retains  a  province  or  two 
beyond  the  Alps,  more  or  less.  States  flourish  much  less  &om 
the  extent  of  their  outlying  dominions  than  by  the  skilful  ad- 
ministration of  whatever  they  possess.  But  if  Austria  is  to 
retain  her  rank  as  one  of  the  great  military  and  political  bodies 
of  Europe,  it  is  absolutely  indispensable  that  her  Emperor 
siiould  call  far  abler  ministers  to  his  counsels,  far  abler  gen^als 
to  his  armies,  and  far  abler  statesmen  to  his  missions  inroad. 
The  reverses  he  has  sustained  are  not  due  to  any  want  of 
heroism  in  his  army,  but  to  the  want  of  wisdom,  conduct,  and 
foresight  in  the  management  of  public  aflairs.  The  Imperial 
Government  has  shown  itself  altogether  deficient  in  those  quar 
lities  which  are  sometimes  urged  in  defence  of  absolutism; 
namely,  strength,  promptitude,  unity  of  action,  and  plenitude 

*  See  *  Edinburgh  Review',  vol.  ciii.  p.  452.,  for  a  full  examinatkm 
of  the  Concordat,  and  at  p.  497.  its  effect  on  the  nation  at  lar^ 
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<^  resoorcee.  Populatioiui  of  undoubted  loytlty  hsLwe  been 
driyen  to  the  yej^e  of  disaffection ;  troops  of  unquestionable 
brayerj  baye  been  le4  to  defeat :  it  is  uncertain  how  long  tl^ 
Empire  can  support  the  drain  of  so  great  a  contest  without  a 
total  bankruptcy.  Such  are  the  results  of  the  policy  of  the 
present  reign.  Well  would  it  be  for  the  fttture  condition  of 
Austria,  if  the  present  crisis  should  teach  the  Soyereign  to  rely 
more  fireely  on  national  institutions  and  on  popular  sympathies 
throughout  his  dominions. 

There  are  those — though  they  are  not^  we  thinks  the  most  nu- 
merous or  intelligent  party  in  this  country — who  haye  witnessed 
the  pn^ess  of  the  French  armies  with  satisfaction^  ari^ng 
mainly  from  the  conviction  that  the  Austrians  will  be  driyen  out 
of  Italy,  and  that  Italy  is  consequentiy  free.  K  we  could  adopt 
thk  contusion  without  reserve,  we  too  might  share  tUs  satfac- 
tion;  but  the  present  aspect  of  affidrs  presents  a  far  greater 
amount  of  uncertainty.  Assuming  the  Austrians  to  be  dmen  to 
the  fortresses  which  coyer  tiieir  laat  line  of  defence  south  of  the 
Alps,  at  the  present  moment  Northern  and  Central  Italy  are  in 
the  hands  of  a  powerful  and  yictorious  French  army — ^the  govern- 
ment of  the  seyeral  States  is  proyisionally  entrusted  to  Sardi- 
nian commissioners — nothing  can  be  more  magnanimous  and 
disinterested  than  the  prochunations  of  the  belligerents,  but 
we  are  wholly  incapable  of  determining  what  reliance  can  be 
placed  upon  them.  Meanwhile  the  policy  of  this  country  on  the 
Italian  question  is  perfectiy  clear  and  unambiguous ;  and  if  Lord 
John  Bussell  has  the  good  fortune  and  ability  to  make  the 
yoice  of  a  neutral  and  pacific  Power  heard  aboye  the  clash  of 
arms,  it  will  be  to  the  effect  that  we  sincerely  desire  to  see 
Italy  liberated  alike  from  the  control  of  both  her  powerful 
nmghbours,  and  that  our  satisfaction  at  the  result  will  be  pro- 
portioned to  the  amount  of  genuine  freedom  and  independence 
which  the  Italians  haye  the  wisdom  and  happiness  to  obtain. 
The  task  which  deyolved  upon  Lord  John  Russell  when  he  as- 
sumed the  adminktration  of  the  Foreign  Department  is  unques- 
tionably one  in  which  success  would  do  honour  to  the  most 
exalted  genius  and  the  most  consummate  statesmanship.  He 
aspires,  without  departing  from  that  position  of  absolute  neu- 
trality which  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  haye,  in  common  with  the 
whole  country,  unanimously  and  cordially  adopted,  to  set  limits 
to  the  ravages  of  enormous  armies  and  to  bring  back  the  swollen 
torrent  of  inyasion  within  the  boundaries  of  policy  and  law. 
He  may  seek,  consistently  with  the  principles  of  his  whole  life,  to 
extend  the  advantages  of  constitutional  goyemment  from  Pied- 
mont to  the  whole  peninsula;  and  to  unite  within  the  political  or 
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municipal  assemblies  of  Italy  elements  which  no  other  form  o£ 
government  has  ever  brought  into  permanent  union.  For  if  we 
may  hazard  a  prognostication  of  these  auspicious  results,  though 
regenerated  Italj  may  owe  her  independence  to  France,  she 
will  find  the  elements  of  freedom  in  her  own  soil.  But  we  ccm- 
fess  that  the  time  appears  to  us  yet  remote  when  these  results 
can  be  considered  to  be  secure ;  and  the  state  of  Italy  is  still  far 
too  agitated  for  us  to  hazard  any  predictions,  or  even  to  entertain 
any  confident  hopes,  of  the  political  form  it  may  ultimately  as- 
sume. Happy  would  it  be  for  Europe,  as  well  as  for  Italy,  if  it 
were  possible  to  devote  the  energy  and  sagacity  of  our  states- 
men to  these  noble  objects,  and  to  use  the  strength  of  the  great 
military  and  naval  Powers  solely  for  the  purpose,  of  averting 
that  armed  interference  which  has  too  often  disposed  of  the 
rights  of  nations,  and  set  at  nought  the  obligations  of  public  law. 
But  at  the  present  moment,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
perplexities  of  far  greater  gravity  intervene  to  postpone  that 
re-settiement  of  Europe  to  which  we  ardently  aspire.  Men 
have  scarcely  yet  begun  to  estimate  at  their  true  value  the 
blessings  of  peace  which  have  been  thus  wantonly  thrown 
aside,  or  to  feel  the  horror  and  misery  which  war,  breaking 
out  in  the  heart  of  Europe  and  amidst  the  luxuriant  bloom 
of  modem  civilisation,  cannot  ful  to  inflict  on  myriads  of 
men.  The  treaties  of  1815  had  no  doubt  great  defects. 
They  pressed  heavily  on  the  conquered,  and  they  took  not 
sufficient  consideration  for  the  subject  races  of  the  Conti* 
nent.  But  as  we  have  had  occasion  to  remark  in  another 
part  of  this  Number,  they  were  dictated  by  that  imperious 
desire  of  peace  which  prevailed  at  the  time  over  every  other 
motive.  For  twenty  years  Europe  had  been  delug^  with 
blood.  The  short  intervals  of  actual  war  had  been  spent  in 
wringing  fresh  armies  from  the  exhausted  population,  until  the 
very  sou  wanted  hands  to  till  it ;  or  in  groaning  under  foreign 
oppression.  All  public  law  was  at  an  end,  for  no  bounds  could 
be  set  to  the  bad  faith  and  ra^city  of  him  who  was  then 
master  of  the  vast  resources  of  France.  Hepeated  experience 
had  shown  that  nothing  but  a  universal  combination  of  all  the 
nations  of  Europe  could  terminate  this  intolerable  state  of  things. 
The  effort  was  made :  it  succeeded.  And  the  motive  which 
preponderated  over  every  other  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  was 
to  make  that  peace  which  had  been  so  dearly  bought,  a  per- 
manent one.  As  far  as  anything  human  can  be  permanent,  the 
end  was  attained.  Upwards  of  forty  years  elapsed  before  the 
compact  was  seriously  broken.  But  if  we  are  indeed  doomed 
to  witness  the  subversion  of  the  principles  and  laws  which  have 
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during  that  period  preserved  mankind  from  numerous  and 
dreadful  calamities,  we  trust  that  we  may  also  witness  the 
restoration  of  peace  on  conditions  equally  durable  and  more 
favourable  to  the  liberty  of  Europe.  But  the  realisation  of 
these  sanguine  hopes  depends  mainly  on  the  moderation  of  the 
French  army  and  the  liberalism  of  the  French  Emperor. 

The  barrier  which  the  treaties  of  1815  were  intended  to 
raise  against  the  military  and  aggressive  power  of  France  has 
broken  down,  as  might  be  expected,  on  the  point  where  it 
was  weakest.  Italy  in  1814  had  refused  to  join  the  allies 
against  Napoleon:  she  was  conquered  by  them;  and  though 
some  of  the  former  governments  were  restored  with  the  acclama- 
tions of  the  people,  a  portion  of  the  nation  continued  to  cherish 
the  recollection  of  their  former  connexion  with  Imperial  France, 
and  this  sentiment  was  kept  alive  by  the  extreme  impolicy 
of  the 'Court  of  Vienna.  Yet,  as  we  remember  to  have  heard 
Manin  say — himself  by  far  the  ablest  and  noblest  of  modem 
Italian  patriots  —  the  very  defects  of  the  Austrians,  which 
render  them  so  odious  to  the  people  of  Italy,  served  power- 
ftdly  to  stimulate  and  revive  the  national  energy  of  that  people : 
had  Italy  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  it  was  the  opinion 
of  Manin,  that  although  their  rule  would  have  been  far  less  irk- 
some, and  in  many  respects  more  welcome  to  the  Italians,  for 
that  very  reason  it  would  have  tended  to  emasculate  them,  and 
to  render  them  more  than  ever  incapable  of  self-government. 
There  are  at  the  present  time  amongst  the  educated  Italians  in 
different  parts  of  the  Peninsula  greater  indications  of  union  and 
mutoal  confidence  than  they  have  ever  manifested.  To  borrow 
the  expression  of  an  acute  observer,  who  writes  from  the  spot, 
politioil  virtues  appear  to  have  been  lent  to  them  in  this  crisis 
which  they  never  showed  before;  and  we  heartily  trust  that 
success  and  experience  may  make  these  virtues  their  own. 
These  are  the  signs  of  that  national  eneigy  on  which  alone  the 
future  existence  of  the  country  can  depend:  but  on  the  other 
hand,  in  some  places,  as  in  Tuscany,  it  would  seem  that  the 
short-lived  success  of  the  revolutionary  movement  would  not 
have  saved  the  State  from  positive  anarchy,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  arrival  of  a  French  corps  cCamUe  —  the  provisional 
government  was  powerless,  the  treasury  was  emptied,  and  the 
troops  disbanded :  and  a  littie  further  on,  in  the  States  of  the 
Pope,  where  reforms  are  most  urgently  needed,  the  forces  of 
France  are  still  supporting  the  authority  of  the  Pope  agunst 
the  manifestations  of  popular  enthusiasm  called  forth  by  tiie 
success  of  the  French  arms,  whilst  the  Papal  Grovemment  seem?, 
by  the  ferocious  attack  of  its  Swiss  mercenaries  on  Perugia, 
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to  have  filled  up  the  measure  of  its  crimes.  It  is  impoBfiible 
to  give  the  French  Government  credit  for  sincerity  as  loo^ 
as  it  upholds  and  protects  with  one  band  the  most  odious 
form  of  that  oppression  and  misgovernment  which  it  professeB 
to  assail  with  the  other.  A  more  anomalous  state  of  liiiD^ 
can  hardly  be  conceived,  or  one  less  likely  speedily  and 
easily  to  subside  into  a  temperate,  united,  aiid  peac^ul 
community,  enjoying  independence  and  freedom  under  the 
asgis  of  a  constitutional  monarchy.  At  the  same  time  we 
do  not  share  the  apprehension  which  is  repeatedly  expressed  bjr 
Lord  Malmesbury  in  his  Italian  despatches,  that  tUs  convul- 
^on  will  throw  Italy  into  the  hands  of  iJie  republicans.  The 
policy  of  M.  de  Cavour  and  the  emperor  Louis  Napoleon  baa 
been  to  outbid  the  republicans  at  their  own  game ;  and  as  long 
as  success  attends  their  efforts,  it  is  obvious  that  the  zepoblicaa 
movement  is  entirely  paralyised.  In  Lombardy  the  movement 
has  unquestionably  been  headed  by  the  great  patrician  booses 
of  that  province,  and  conducted  by  the  educated  classes  in  die 
great  towns.  In  Tuscany,  Parma,  and  Modena  it  assumed  a 
more  revolutionary  character,  only  because  the  rdgoing  sove- 
reigns were  identified  by  treaty  with  the  House  of  Austria,  and 
refused,  with  a  consistency  which  will  probably  cost  them  tbeir 
thrones,  to  turn  their  arms  against  the  main  stem  of  their  race. 
Even  in  the  Komagna,  and  especially  at  Bologna,  the  numicipal 
spirit  and  the  influence  of  the  middle  classes  may  suffice  to  carry 
on  the  government,  when  the  pressure  of  sacerdotal  domum- 
tion  is  cast  o£  On  all  these  points  we  bdieve  the  republican 
party  to  be  at  present  powedess,  though  it  may,  and  probably 
will,  revive,  when  the  pressing  conmion  danger  of  foreign  ooca- 
pation  has  ceased. 

The  future  state  of  Italy,  however  interesting  it  may  be  to  the 
imagination  and  the  sympathies  of  the  rest  of  Europe,  is  not 
one  of  those  questions  which  necessarily  involve  a  general  per- 
turbation. As  in  the  Spanish,  so  in  the  Italian,  peninsoh,  it  is 
possible  to  conceive  the  occurrence  of  a  long  series  of  con- 
tests, revolutions,  and  even  foreign  interventions,  without  est- 
broiling  the  rest  of  the  world.  Much  is  already  gained  by  die 
proof  affwded  by  the  events  of  the  last  few  weeks,  that  as  long 
as  a  war  is  confined  to  the  struggle  between  France  and 
Austria  for  ascendancy  in  Italy,  it  is  no  essential  part  or  da^ 
of  this  country,  or  of  Russia,  or  even  of  Germany,  to  take  an 
active  part  in  it.  But  to  the  indirect  results  of  sudb  a  war, 
and  to  its  ulterior  consequences,  every  neutral  Power,  and 
especially  the  neutral  Powers  of  Germany,  must  constantly 
look.  Germany  is  excited  to  a  degree  which  has  not  been  wit- 
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sfissed  ance  tibe  great  struggle  of  1813-14 ;  but  it  is  absurd 
to  suppose  that  the  passions  which  have  compelled  even  the 
Court  of  Berlin  to  c»ll  its  reserves  to  arms  are   exdted  by 
an  insane  dedre  to  crush  the   freedom  of  Italy^  or  to  keep 
an   Austrian   Archduke   in  the   vice-regal  palace   of    Milan. 
These  are  things  on  which  the  mass  of  the  Grerman  people  have 
no  very  strong  feeling  or  real  interest.     But  though  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  Austrian  forces  from  Lombardy  is  comparatively 
of  small  imp<Mrtance  to  them^  the  more  remote  consequences  of 
these  reverses  are  incalculable.     They  see,  for  the  first  time  for 
forty-four  years,  the  martial  power  of  France  arrayed  against  the 
Imperial  armies  of  their  chief  confederate :  they  perceive  that 
France  has^  almost  without  an  effort,  sent  forth  an  army  whidi, 
by  the  rapidity  of  its  movements,  the  novelty  and  precision  of 
its  arms,  the  extreme  perfection  of  its  administrative  system, 
has  hitherto  prevailed  over  all  the  troops  opposed  to  it,  though 
those  troops  were  considered,  but  a  month  ago,  equal  to  any 
which  Germany  can  send  into  the  field.     If  the  military  power 
of  Austria  be   seriously   impaired  by  this  campaign,  a  large 
deduction  must  be  mside  from   the   collective   forces   of  the 
Confederation,  of  which  she  is  one  of  the  principal  members. 
Assuming,  as  it  is  assumed  by  the  whole  of  Germany,  and 
by   no  inconsiderable  number  of  Frenchmen,  that  the  ulte- 
rior aim  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon  III.,  and  the  probable» 
consequence  of  the   breach  already   made  in  the   settlement 
of  1815,  may   eventually  be  an  attack  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Rhine,  and  an  attempt  to  recover  the  territory  wrested 
from  France  by  the  Peace  of  Paris,  it  is  evident  that  no  wiser 
course  could  be  pursued  than  that  which  France  has  now  adopted. 
Peace  has  been  broken,  but  the  first  attack  has  been  palliated 
by  a  specious  regard  for  the  independence  of  Italy.     The  neu- 
trality of  the  other  great  Powers  has  been  obtained;  but  the  rapid 
and  brilliant  prc^ess  of  the  French  armies  has  once  more  placed 
that  Power  at  the  head  of  the  great  military  Empires  of  Europe. 
It  would,  however,  be  premature  to  pronounce  an  unqualified 
opinion  on  the  military  character  of  this  campaign,  until  the  real 
incidents  are  more  accurately  known  than  they  are  at  present,  and 
even  in  Paris  they  have  cidled  forth  a  considerable  amount  of  cri- 
ticism.   Never,  we  believe,  has  greater  courage  been  shown  in  the 
field  than  by  the  troops  on  both  sides :  both  armies  have  fought 
with  the  feeling  that  they  had  the  fame  of  their  fathers  to  main- 
tain and  their  own  fame  to  create.    But  we  can  perceive  nothing 
at  present  deserving  the  name  of  a  new  and  brilliant  strategical 
combination.     At  Magenta  the  Austrians  allowed  what  might 
have  been  a  victory  to  slip  out  of  their  hands  for  want  of  con- 
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centration  and  enterprise;  and  although  the  great  battle  of 
Solferino  may  be  said  to  rival  the  battle  of  the  Borodino  in  the 
magnitude  of  the  forces  engaged  and  the  destruction  of  human 
life,  it  may  also  be  compared  to  that  celebrated  action  in 
its  results.  A  decided  superiority  must  fairly  be  conceded  to 
the  allied  armies ;  yet  not  so  decided  but  that  the  forces  of  the 
enemy,  more  skilfully  handled,  might  have  turned  the  fate  of 
tht  campaign. 

Were  it  otherwise,  and  were  the  Austrians  utterly  defeated 
in  their  last  Italian  strongholds,  and  driven  back  to  the  territory 
of  the  Germanic  confederation  on  the  southern  slopes  of  the 
Tyrolese  Alps,  the  end  would  be  attained  of  crushing  one  half  of 
the  forces  of  the  Germanic  States,  before  they  have  been  able  to 
procure  the  support  of  the  oAer  half.  The  triumphant  result  of 
the  campaign  of  1859  would  then  be  to  convince  the  French  that 
Germany  only  holds  her  position  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine 
at  their  pleasure;  and  that  there  is  no  single  Power  on  the 
Continent  of  Europe  able  to  resist  the  military  superiority 
of  France.  These  considerations  have  not  been  much  adverted 
to  in  England,  but  they  are  in  the  mouth  of  every  German. 
They  say  that  the  military  balance  of  power,  which  can  alone 
keep  France  and  Russia  in  check,  and  preserve  the  independence 
of  collective  Germany,  is  absolutely  lost  if  the  Germans  allow 
their  armies  to  be  overthrown  and  consumed  in  successive  cam- 
paigns, instead  of  meeting  their  most  formidable  antagonist  at 
the  outset  of  his  military  career.  The  declared  neutrality  of 
England,  and  the  determination  of  this  country  to  maintain  ami- 
cable relations  with  the  belligerents  on  either  side,  has  tended 
rather  to  strengthen  than  to  diminish  this  feeling  in  Germany; 
for  it  is  evident  to  the  German  people  that  England  can  no 
longer  be  relied  on  by  them  as  a  permanent  check  on  the 
ambition  or  military  power  of  France,  and  that  they  must  look 
to  themselves  alone  to  defend  their  position  in  Europe. 

At  the  moment  at  which  we  are  writing,  the  question  there- 
fore seems  to  have  reached  this  point, — Is  it  practicable  to  bring 
the  belligerents  to  treat  on  any  terms  consistent  with  their  re- 
spective positions,  interests,  and  engagements,  and  so  to  termi- 
nate this  sanguinary  conflict  ?  If  peace  cannot  now  be  made  by 
the  influence  of  the  neutral  Powers,  is  it  possible  to  avoid  the 
extension  of  hostilities  to  other  parts  of  Europe?  Without  hesi- 
tation, we  answer,  that  it  is  the  interest  of  Austria  to  treat,  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment,  on  the  basis  of  the  military  and  terri- 
torial position  she  still  occupies ;  that  is,  to  surrender  the  whole 
of  Lombardy  and  all  the  outlying  portions  of  her  Italian  do- 
minions, provided  she  can  retain  a  strong  defensive  line  of  fron- 
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tier  from  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Lago  di  Garda  to  the 
Adriatic  The  consequence  of  a  prolongation  of  the  war  must 
be  that  she  will  stake  eyerything  she  possesses  south  of  the  Alps 
on  a  contest  which  has^  as  yet,  proved  singularly  unfavourable 
to  her  arms ;  and  that  she  will  shortly  have  to  encounter  a 
novel  mode  of  attack  in  the  form  of  a  powerful  naval  armament 
directed  against  Venice  and  the  coast  of  Friuli.  Should  the 
Venetian  territory  be  conquered,  the  Austrian  forces  can  only 
fall  back  on  the  provinces  belonging  to  the  Germanic  Con- 
federation, whilst  the  whole  line  of  the  Tyrolese  Alps  would 
be  turned  by  the  allied  amfies. 

But  will  the  Emperor  of  the  French  content  himself  with  the 
success  he  has  already  obtained  ?  Can  he  stop  the  campaign 
before  he  has  gathered  all  its  fruits?  No  man  can  answer 
these  questions:  but  it  would  be  politic  and  it  would  be  mag- 
nanimous to  do  so.  The  results  obtainable  for  himself  and  for 
France  by  such  a  display  of  moderation  would  probably  far 
exceed  the  advantages  which  can  result  to  them  from  a  more 
protracted  contest.  His  victories  have  not  been  won  without 
enormous  sacrifices,  especially  in  the  ranks  of  his  choicest  troops ; 
and  the  conduct  of  a  great  army,  in  its  relations  with  the  allied 
forces,  and  with  its  own  generals,  is  not  unaccompanied  with 
peiils  and  difficulties  even  when  the  Commander  in  Chief  is 
invested  with  unlimited  power.  Above  all  he  has  ,it  in  his 
]>ower  to  give  a  triumphant  answer  to  those  who  have  questioned 
the  policy  of  this  war,  and  the  sincerity  of  his  promises  to 
Italy,  by  the  early  termination  of  the  war  and  the  performance 
of  those  promises.  That  is  a  result  in  which  the  whole 
world  would  cordially  acquiesce.  It  was  well  said  by  Lord 
John  Russell  in  the  City,  that  the  fate  of  the  world  depends 
to  a  great  extent  on  the  moderation  of  one  of  the  belligerents 
and  on  the  wisdom  of  the  other ;  and  the  young  Emperor  of 
Austria  will  commit  another  fatal  mistake,  if  he  allows  pride 
and  passion  to  overrule  the  considerations  which  the  positive 
interests  of  his  empire  and  the  recommendations  of  other 
Powers  clearly  suggest.  If  the  present  campaign  were  termi- 
nated by  some  decisive  and  irresistible  victory  of  the  French 
army,  the  blows  which  have  been  already  struck  on  one  of  the 
first  Powers  of  Germany,  the  passions  which  have  been  revived, 
and  the  military  superiority  wbick  the  French  have  again 
asserted,  must  leave  belnnd  them  consequences  extremely  mena- 
dhg  to  the  peace  of  Europe. 

The  foregoing  paragraphs  were  already  written,  when,  on  the 
eve  of  pubhcation,  the  intelligence  reaches  us  that  an  armistice 
has  been  agreed  upon  between  the  two  Emperors,  and  that  the 
terms  of  this  armistice  are  now  under  consideration.  This  is  the 
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first  and  the  most  important  step  to  the  realisation  of  the  hopes 
we  had  just  yentured  to  express.  It  is  an  admission  on  both 
sides,  that  too  much  blood  haia  been  already  shed,  and  that 
results  favourable  to  the  future  peace  of  Europe,  and  to  the 
future  condition  of  Italy,  may  now  be  obtained  by  direct  nego- 
tiation. It  terminates  the  second  act  of  this  great  drama — God 
grant  it  may  be  the  last ! — by  setting  limits  to  the  calanuties  of 
war,  by  obviating  the  attacks  of  the  French  maritime  forces  on 
the  Adriatic  coast,  and  perhaps  by  obtaining  from  Austria  a  renun- 
ciation of  the  provinces  she  has  clearly  been  unable  to  defend. 
Were  it  otherwise,  in  all  human  'probability  the  time  is  past 
when  the  war  can  be  kept  within  its  present  limits.  The  scene 
of  operations  has  reached  a  point  at  which  the  interests  of  other 
countries  are  far  more  deeply  affected ;  and  in  the  present  por- 
tion of  affairs,  we  stand  in  the  alternative  of  a  prompt  and  final 
cessation  of  hostilities  between  Austria  and  France,  or  of  an 
indefinite  extension  of  the  contest,  should  it  unhappily  be  re- 
newed and  prolonged. 

We  see,  however,  no  reason  to  suppose  that  these  events,  un- 
certain and  menacing  as  they  are,  must  necessarily  or  speedily 
alter  the  position  assumed  by  this  country.  We  are  endeavour- 
ing to  practise  the  lesson  we  have  learned  by  long  and  costly  expe- 
rience, that  the  wars  of  Continental  States  for  territorial  pos- 
sessions are  not  matters  which  call  for  the  intervention  of  Great 
Britain,  and  that  it  is  more  consistent  with  the  true  dignity  and 
interests  of  this  country  to  abstain  altogether  from  contests  and 
discussions  in  which  she  has  no  direct  objects  whatever  to  gain. 
Our  past  history  satisfies  us  that  we  have  only  been  repsddwith  the 
basest  ingratitude  by  those  we  have  formerly  sought  to  liberate 
and  to  befriend ;  and  that  the  wiser  policy  is  to  witness  with  com- 
parative indifference  changes  in  the  forms  of  government  and 
territorial  possessions  of  foreign  coimtries,  with  which  it  is  not 
our  business  to  interfere.  Far  from  aspiring  to  exercise  any 
preponderating  influence  on  the  Continental  States,  we  chiefly 
regret  that  the  channel  which  separate  us  from  them  is  not 
somewhat  broader  than  it  really  is,  and  our  insular  position 
more  complete.  On  the  sea,  and  wherever  our  maritime  in- 
terests are  concerned,  we  must  be  prepared  to  defend  them  with 
the  utmost  vigour :  but  elsewhere  the  power  of  England  will 
not  be  the  less  considered  in  the  world,  when  it  is  known  that 
we  propose  to  reserve  it  for  those  emergencies  in  which  tjie 
public  engagements  or  the  national  interests  of  the  British 
people  command  it  to  intervene. 


No.  CCXXIV.  will  be  published  early  in  October. 
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Abt.  I.  —  1.  The  Senses  and  the  Intellect.    By  Alexakdeb 
Bain^  A.M.    London:  1855. 

2.  The  Emotions  and  the  Will   By  Alexandeb  Bain,  A.M., 
Examiner  in  Logic  and  Moral  Philosophy  in  the  University 
'    of  London.    London:  1859. 

'X'HE  sceptre  of  Psychology  has  decidedly  returned  to  this 
-^  island.  The  scientific  study  of  mind,  which  for  two  gene- 
rations, in  many  other  respects  distinguished  for  intellectual 
activity,  had,  while  brilliantly  cultivated  elsewhere,  been  neg- 
lected by  our  countrymen,  is  now  nowhere  prosecuted  with  so 
much  vigour  and  success  as  in  Great  Britain.  Nor  are  the 
achievements  of  our  thinkers  in  this  obstinately-contested  portion 
of  the  field  of  thought,  merely  one-sided  and  sectarian  triumphs. 
The  two  conflicting  schools,  or  modes  of  thought,  which  have 
divided  metaphysicians  from  the  very  beginning  of  speculation 
—  the  cL  posteriori  and  h  priori  schools,  or,  as  they  are  popularly 
rather  than  accurately  designated,  the  Aristotelian  and  the  Pla- 
tonic—  are  both  flourishing  in  this  country ;  and  we  venture  to 
afSrm  that  the  best  extant  examples  of  both  have  been  produced 
within  a  recent  period  by  Englbhmen,  or  (it  should,  perhaps, 
rather  be  said)  by  Scotchmen. 

Of  these  two  varieties  of  psychological  speculation,  the  d  pos^ 
teriori  mode,  or  that  which  resolves  the  whole  contents  of  the 
mind  into  experience,  is  the  one  which  belongs  most  emphatically 
to  Great  Britain,  as  might  be  expected  from  the  country  which 
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gave  birth  to  Bacon.     The  foundation  of  the  a  posteriori  psy- 
chology was  laid  by  Hobbes  (to  be  followed  by  the  masterly 
developments  of  Locke  and  Hartley),  at  the  very  time  when 
Descartes,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Channel,  was  creating  the  rival 
philosophical  system;   for  the  fVench,  who  are  so  often  ill- 
naturedly  charged  with  having  invented  nothing,  at  least  in- 
vented German  philos(^hy.     JBut  after  having  initiated  this 
mode  of  metaphysical  investigation,  they  left  it  to  the  systematic 
German  thinkers  to  be  followed  up,  themselves  descending  to 
the  rank  of  disciples  and  commentators,  first  on  Locke,  and  more 
recently  on  Kant  and  Schelling.     In  England,  the  philosophy  of 
Locke  reigned  supreme,  until  a  Scotchman,  Hume,  while  mak- 
ing some  capital  improvements  in  its  theory,  carried  out  one 
line  of  its  apparent  consequences  to  the  extreme  which  always 
provokes  a  reaction ;  and  of  this  reaction,  another  Scotchman^ 
Beid,  was  the  originator,  and,  with  his  eminent  pupil,  Stewart, 
also  a  Scotchman,  introduced  as  much  of  the  d  priori  philosophy 
as  could  in  any  way  be  made  reconcilable  with  Baconian  prin- 
ciples.    These  were  succeeded  by  Dr.  Thomas  Brown  (still  a 
Scotchman),  who  drew  largely  and  not  unskilfully  from  both 
sources,  though,  for  want  of  a  patience  and  perseverance  on  a 
level  with  his  great  powers,  he  failed  to  effect  a  synthesis,  and 
only  produced  an  eclecticism.     Meanwhile,  the  more  elaborate 
form  of  the  h  priori  philosophy  which  the  whole  speculative 
energy  of  Germany  had  been  employed  in  building  up,  and  whidi 
the  French  had  expounded  with  all  the  lucidity  whidi  it  admitted 
of,  was  in  time  studied  also  among  us ;  and,  aooordiug  to  what 
now  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  most  competent  judges,  this 
philosophy  has  found  in  a  Scotchman,  Sir  William  Hamilton, 
its  best  and  profoundest  representative.    Bat  the  great  Euro- 
pean philosophical  reaction  was  to  have  its  counter-reaction, 
which  has  now  reached  a  great  height  in  Germany  itself,  and 
is  taking  place  here  also ;  and  of  this,  too,^  in  our  island,  the 
principal  organs  have  been  Scotchmen.     Mr.  James  Mill,  in  his 
^  Analysis  of  the  Human  Mind,'  followed  up  the  deepest  vein  of 
the  Lockian  philosophy,  that  whidi  was  opened  by  Hartiey,  to 
still  greater  depths :  and  now,  in  the  work  at  the  head  of  tins 
article  (we  say  work,  not  works,  for  the  second  volume,  though 
bearing  a  different  titie,  is  in  every  sense  a  continuation  of  the 
first),  a  new  aspirant  to  philosophii^  eminence,  Mr.  Alexander 
Bain,  has  stepped  beyond  all  his  predecessors,  and  has  produced 
an  exposition  of  the  mind,  of  the  school  of  Locke  and  Hartiey, 
equally  remarkable  in  what  it  has  successfully  done,  and  in 
what  it  has  wisely  refrained  ftom — ^an  exposition  which  deserves 
to  take  rank  as  the  foremost  of  its  class,  and  as  marking  the 
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moet  advanced  point  which  the  a  posteriori  psychology   has 
reached.* 

We  have  lio  intention  to  profess  ourselves  partisans  of  either 
of  these  schools  of  philosophy.  Both  have  done  great  things 
for  mankind.  No  one  whose  stages  have  not  extended  to  both, 
can  be  considered  in  any  way  competent  to  deal  with  the  great 
questions  of  philosophy  in  their  present  state.  And  though  one 
of  the  two  must  be  fundamentally  the  superior,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that,  whichever  this  is,  it  has  been  greatly  benefited  by 
the  searching  criticisms  which  it  has  sustained  from  the  other. 
But  as  the  Lockian,  or  h  posteriori^  psycbdogy  has  for  some 
time  been  under  a  cloud  throughout  Europe,  from  which  it  is  now 
decidedly  emerging,  and  giving  signs  that  it  is  likely  soon  agiun 
to  have  its  turn  of  ascendency,  there  may  be  use  in  maUng 
some  observations  on  the  general  pretensions  of  this  philosophy, 
its  method,  and  the  evidence  on  which  it  relies,  and  in  helping 
to  make  generally  known  a  work  which  is  the  most  careful,  the 
most  complete,  and  the  most  genuinely  scientific  analytical  ex- 
position of  the  human  mind  which  the  a  posteriori  psychology 
has  up  to  this  time  produced. 

In  these  remarks  no  complete  comparison  between  the  two 
modes  of  philosophixing  is  to  be  looked  for.  Psychology,  with 
which  we  are  here  concerned,  is  but  the  first  stage  in  this  great 
controversy — the  arena  of  the  initial  conflict.  The  account 
which  the  two  schools  respectively  render  of  the  human  mind 
is  the  foundation  of  their  doctrines ;  but  the  crowning  pecu- 
liarity of  each  resides  in  the  superstructure.  That  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  mind  is  the  key  to  the  constitution  of  external 
nature — that  the  laws  of  the  human  intellect  have  a  necessary 
correspondence  with  the  objective  laws  of  the  universe,  sudb 
that  these  may  be  inferred  from  those — is  the  grand  doctrine 
which  the  one  school  affirms  and  the  other  denies ;  and  the 
difference  between  this  doctrine  and  its  negation,  is  the  great 

*  To  these  writers  may  be  added  another,  of  kindred  merit, 
Mr.  Herbert  Spenoer;  of  whose  able  and  various  writings,  his 
*  Principles  of  Psychology'  is  one  of  the  ablest.  Though  the 
dissertation  prefixed  to  that  work  is  the  very  essence  of  the 
a  priori  philosophy,  the  work  itself  is  wholly  of  the  opposite 
school :  but  Mr.  Spencer,  though  possessing  great  analytic  power,  is 
a  less  sober  thinker  than  Mr.  Bain,  and,  in  the  more  original  portion 
of  his  speculations,  is  likely  to  obtain  a  much  less  unqualified  adhe- 
sion from  the  best  minds  trained  in  the  same  general  mode  of  thought. 
We  have  therefore  chosen  Mr.  Bain's  work  rather  than  Mr.  Spencer's 
as  the  subject  of  this  article,  though  the  lifter  deserves^  and  would 
well  repay,  a  complete  critical  examination. 
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practical  distinction  between  the  two  philosophies.  Bat  this 
question  is  beyond  the  compass  of  psychology.  The  a  priori 
philosophers,  when  they  inculcate  tins  doctrine,  do  so  not  as 
psychologists,  but  as  ontologists;  and  some  distinguished  thinkers^ 
who,  so  far  as  psychology  is  concerned,  belong  essentially  to 
the  h  priori  school,  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  enter, 
except  to  a  very  limited  extent,  on  the  ground  of  ontology. 
Among  these  may  be  counted  Reid  and  Stewart,  as  well  as  other 
more  recent  names  of  eminence.  Indeed,  the  grand  pretension 
of  the  d,  priori  school  in  its  extreme  development,  that  of 
arriving  at  a  knowledge  of  the  Absolute,  has  received  its  most 
elaborate  and  crushing  refutation  from  two  philosophers  of  that 
same  school — Sir  William  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Ferrier:  the 
cL  posteriori  metaphysicians  having  in  general  thought  that  the 
essential  relativity  of  our  knowledge  could  dispense  with  direct 
proof,  and  might  be  left  to  rest  on  the  general  evidence  of  their 
analysis  of  the  mental  phenomena.  Yet  the  philosophers  whom 
we  have  named  are  not  the  less,  up  to  a  certain  point,  ontolo- 
gists. They  all  hold,  that  some  knowledge,  more  or  less,  of 
objective  existences  and  their  laws,  is  attainable  by  man,  and 
that  it  is  obtained  by  way  of  inference  from  the  constitution  of  the 
human  mind.  Reid,  for  example,  is  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
Matter — not  the  set  of  phenomena  so  called,  but  the  actual  Thing, 
of  which  these  are  effects  and  manifestations  —  is  cognizable 
by  us  as  a  reality  in  the  universe ;  and  that  extension,  solidity, 
and  other  fundamental  attributes  of  visible  and  tangible  Nature, 
known  to  us  by  experience,  are  really  and  unequivocally  quali- 
ties inherent  in  this  actual  thing ;  the  evidence  of  which  doctrine 
is,  that  we  have,  ineradicable  f^m  our  minds,  conceptions  or 
perceptions  of  these  various  objects  of  thought,  of  which  con- 
ceptions or  perceptions  the  existence  is  inexplicable,  save  from 
the  reality  of  the  things  which  they  represent.  Thus  far 
Keid :  who  is  therefore  in  principle  as  much  an  ontologist  as 
Hegel,  though  he  does  not  hj  claim  to  as  minute  a  knowledge 
of  the  constitution  of  *  Things  in  themselves.*  On  the  l^itim- 
acy  of  this  mode  of  reasoning,  the  other  school  is  at  issue  with 
them.  The  possibility  of  ontology  is  one  of  the  points  in 
dispute  between  the  two.  It  is  one  into  which  we  do  not 
here  enter. 

On  the  ground  of  simple  psychology,  the  distinction  between 
the  two  philosophies  consists  in  the  different  theories  they  give 
of  the  more  complex  phenomena  of  the  human  mind.  When 
we  call  the  one  philosophy  d  priori,  the  other  a  posteriori,  or  of 
experience,  the  terms  must  not  be  misunderstood.  It  is  not 
meant  that  experience  belongs  only  to  one,  and  is  appealed  to 
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as  evidence  by  one  and  not  by  the  other.  Both  depend  on 
experience  for  their  materiab.  Both  require  as  the  basis  of 
their  systems,  that  the  actual  facts  of  the  human  mind  should 
be  ascertuned  by  observation.  It  is  true  thev  differ  to  some 
extent  in  their  notion  of  facts ;  the  cL  priori  philosophers  cata- 
loguing some  things  as  facts,  which  the  others  contend  are 
inferences.  The  fundamental  difference  relates,  however,  not 
to  the  facts  themselves,  but  to  their  origin.  Speaking  briefly 
and  loosely,  we  may  say  that  the  one  theory  considers  the  more 
complex  phenomena  of  the  mind  to  be  products  of  experience, 
the  other  believes  them  to  be  original.  In  more  precbe  lan- 
guage, the  d,  priori  thinkers  hold,  that  in  every  act  of  thought, 
down  to  the  most  elementary,  there  is  an  ingredient  which  is 
not  given  to  the  mind,  but  contributed  by  the  mind  in  virtue 
of  its  inherent  powers.  The  simplest  phenomenon  of  all,  an 
external  sensation,  requires,  according  to  them,  a  mental  element 
to  become  a  perception,  and  be  thus  converted  from  a  passive 
and  merely  fugitive  state  of  our  own  being,  into  the  recognition 
of  a  durable  object  external  to  the  mind.  The  notions  of 
Extension,  Soli(Hty,  Number,  Magnitude,  Force,  though  it  is 
through  our  senses  that  we  acquire  them,  are  not  copies  of  any 
impressions  on  our  senses,  but  creations  of  the  mind's  own  laws 
set  in  action  by  our  sensations ;  and  the  properties  of  these  ideal 
creations  are  not  proved  by  experience,  but  deduced  h  priori 
from  the  ideas  themselves,  constituting  the  demonstrative  sciences 
of  arithmetic,'  algebra,  geometry,  statics,  and  dynamics.  Expe- 
rience, instead  of  being  the  source  and  prototype  of  our  ideas, 
is  itself  a  product  of  the  mind's  own  forces  working  on  the 
impressions  we  receive  from  without,  and  has  always  a  mental 
as  well  as  an  external  element.  Experience  is  only  rendered 
possible  by  those  mental  laws  which  it  is  vainly  invoked  to 
explain  and  account  for.  A  fortiori  do  all  our  ideas  of  super- 
sensual  things,  and  all  our  moral  and  spiritual  judgment^  and 
perceptions,  proceed  from  our  inherent  mental  constitution. 
Experience  is  the  occasion,  not  the  prototype,  of  our  mental 
ideas,  and  is  neither  the  source  nor  the  evidence  of  our  know- 
ledge, but  its  test;  for  as  what  we  call  experience  is  the 
outward  manifestation  of  laws  which  are  not  to  be  found  in 
experience,  but  which  may  be  known  h  priori^  and  as  the  effects 
cannot  be  in  contradiction  to  the  cause,  it  is  a  necessary  condi- 
tion of  our  knowledge  that  experience  shall  not  conflict 
with  it. 

We  are  now  touching  the  real  point  of  separation  between 
the  a  priori  and  the  h  posteriori  psychologists.  These  last  also 
for  the  most  part  acknowledge  the  existence  of  a  mental  element 
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in  our  ideas.  They  admit  that  the  notions  of  Extension,  Solidity, 
Time,  Space,  Duty,  Virtue,  are  not  exact  copies  of  any  impres- 
sions on  our  senses.  They  grant  them  to  be  ideas  constructed 
by  the  mind  itself,  the  materials  alone  being  supplied  to  it. 
But  they  do  not  think  that  this  ideal  construction  takes  place 
by  peculiar  and  inscrutable  laws  of  the  mind,  of  which  no 
further  account  can  be  given.  They  think  that  a  further 
account  can  be  given.  They  admit  the  mental  element  as  a 
fiu^,  but  not  as  an  ultimate  fact.  They  think  it  may  be  resolved 
into  simpler  laws  and  more  general  facts ;  that  the  process  by 
which  the  mind  constructs  these  great  ideas  may  be  traced,  and 
shown  to  be  but  a  more  recondite  case  of  the  operation  of  well- 
known  and  familiar  principles. 

From  this  opinion,  which  ascribes  an  ascertainable  genesis  to 
that  part  of  the  more  complex  mental  phenomena  which  derives 
its  origin  from  the  mind  itself,  instead  of  regarding  it,  with  the 
d,  priori  psychologists,  as  something  ultimate  and  inscrutable, 
there  arises  necessarily  a  wide  difference  between  the  two  as  to 
what  are  called  by  the  d,  priori  philosophers  necessary  elements 
of  thought.  M.  Cousin,  one  of  the  ablest,  and  (Fichte  ex- 
cepted) quite  the  most  eloquent  teacher  of  the  i  priori  school, 
deems  it  the  radical  error  of  Locke  and  his  followers  to  have 
raised  the  question  of  the  origin  of  our  ideas  at  the  opening  of 
the  inquiry,  without  first  making  a  complete  descriptive  survey 
of  the  ideas  themselves ;  which  if  they  had  done,  he  thinks  they 
must  have  recognised,  as  involved  in  all  our  thoughts,  certain 
necessary  assumptions,  inconsistent  with  the.origin  which  Locke 
ascribes  to  them.  The  difference,  however,  between  the  two 
theories  is  not  as  to  the  fact  that  these  assumptions  are  made, 
but  as  to  their  being  neeessdry  assumptions.  The  Lockians 
think  they  are  able  to  show  how  and  why  the  mind  is  led  to 
make  these  assumptions.  They  believe  that  it  is  not  obliged  by 
any  necessity  of  its  nature  to  make  them.  They  think  tiiat 
the  cause  of  our  making  the  assumptions  lies  in  the  conditions 
of  our  experience ;  that  those  conditions  are  often  accidental 
and  modifiable,  and  might  be  so  modified  that  we  should  no 
longer  be  led  to  make  these  assumptions ;  and  even  when  the  as* 
sumptions  depend  upon  conditions  of  our  experience  which 
do  not,  so  far  as  our  faculties  can  judge,  admit  of  actual  modi- 
fication, jret  if  by  an  exercise  of  thought  we  imagine  them 
modified,  the  supposed  necessity  of  the  assumptions  will  disap- 
pear. For  example :  the  transcendentalist  examines  our  ideas 
of  Space  and  Time,  and  finds  that  each  of  tliem  contains  inse- 
parably within  itsdf  the  idea  of  Infinity.  We  can  of  comrse 
have  no  experimental  evidence  of  infinity :  idl  our  experiences. 
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and  therefore,  in  his  opinion,  all  our  ideas  derived  from  expe- 
rienoe,  are  of  things  finite.  Yet  to  conceive  Time  or  Space 
otherwise  than  as  ^ings  infinite  is  impossible.  The  infinity  of 
Space  and  Time  he  therefore  sets  downas  a  necessary  assumption: 
and  if  hb  philosophy  leads  him  (which  Kant's  did  not)  to  re- 
gard Space  and  Time  as  having  any  existence  at  all  external  to 
the  mind,  he  proceeds,  as  an  ontologist,  to  infer  from  the  necessity 
of  the  assumption,  the  infinity  of  the  things  themselves.  The 
it,  posteriori  psychologist,  on  his  part,  also  perceives  that  we  can- 
not think  of  Space  or  of  Time  otherwise  than  as  infinite ;  but  he 
does  not  consider  this  as  an  ultimate  fact,  or  as  requiring  any 
peculiar  law  of  mind  or  properties  of  the  objects  for  its  expla- 
naticNsu  He  sees  in  it  an  ordinary  manifestation  of  one  of  the 
laws  of  the  association  of  ideas,  —  the  law,  that  the  idea  of  a 
thing  irresistibly  suggests  the  idea  of  any  other  thing  which  has 
been  often  experienced  in  close  conjunction  with  it,  and  not 
otherwise.  As  we  have  never  had  experience  of  any  point  of 
space  without  other  points  beyond  it,  nor  of  any  point  of  time 
without  others  following  it,  the  law  of  indissoluble  association 
makes  it  impossible  for  us  to  think  of  any  point  of  space  <Nr 
time,  however  distant,  without  having  the  idea  irresistibly  rea- 
lised in  imagination,  of  other  points  still  more  remote.  And  thus 
the  supposed  original  and  inherent  property  of  these  two  ideas 
18  completely  explained  and  accounted  for  by  the  law  of  asso- 
ciation ;  and  we  are  enabled  to  see,  that  if  Space  or  Time  were 
really  susceptible  of  termination,  we  should  be  just  as  unable  as 
we  now  are  to  conceive  the  idea.  This  being  once  seen,  although 
the  mental  element.  Infinity,  still  remains  attached  to  the  ideas, 
we  are  no  longer  prompted  to  make  a  ^  necessary  assumption '  of 
a  corresponding  objective  fact.  We  are  enabled  to  acknowledge 
our  ignorance,  and  our  inability  to  judge  whether  the  course  of 
Things,  in  this  respect,  corresponds  with  our  necessities  of 
Thought.  Space  or  Time  may,  for  aught  we  know,  be  inherently 
terminable,  tibough  in  our  present  condition  we  are  totally  in- 
ei^Mible  of  conceiving  a  termination  to  them.  Could  we  arrive 
at  the  end  of  space,  we  should,  no  doubt,  be  apprised  of  it  by 
some  new  and  strange  impression  upon  our  senses,  of  which  it  is 
not  at  present  in  our  power  to  form  the  fEuntest  idea.  But 
under  lUl  other  drcumstanoes  the  association  is  indissoluble,  since 
every  moment's  experience  is  constantly  renewing  it. 

In  this  example,  which  is  the  more  significant  as  the  case  is 
generally  considered  one  of  the  main  strongholds  of  the  i  priori 
school,  the  two  leading  doctrines  of  the  most  advimced  S  pos- 
teriori psychology  are  very  clearly  brought  to  view  :  first,  that 
the  more  recondite  phenomena  of  the  mind  are  formed  out  of 
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the  more  einiple  and  elementary ;  and^  secondly^  that  the  mental 
law,  by  means  of  which  this  formation  takes  place,  is  the  Law  of 
Association.  Though  not  the  first  who  pointed  out  this  law, 
Locke  was  the  author  of  its  first  great  application  to  the  expla- 
nation of  the  mental  phenomena,  by  his  doctrine  of  Complex 
Ideas.  The  idea  of  an  orange,  for  example,  is  compound^  of 
certain  simple  ideas  of  colour,  of  visible  and  tangible  shape,  of 
taste,  of  smell,  of  a  certain  consistence,  weight,  internal  struc* 
ture,  and  so  forth :  yet  an  idea  of  an  orange  is  to  our  feeUngs 
and  conceptions  one  single  idea,  not  a  plurality  of  ideas ;  thus 
showing  that  when  any  number  of  sensations  haye  been  often 
experienced  simultaneously  or  in  yery  rapid  succession,  the  ideas 
of  those  sensations  not  only  raise  up  one  another,  but  do  this 
so  certainly  and  instantaneously  as  to  run  together  and  seem 
melted  into  one.  In  this  example,  howeyer,  the  original  ele- 
ments may  still,  by  an  ordinary  efibrt  of  consaousness,  be  dis- 
tinguished in  the  compound.  It  was  reserved  for  Hartley  to 
show  that  mental  phenomena,  joined  together  by  association, 
may  form  a  still  more  intimate,  and  as  it  were  chemical  union — 
may  merge  into  a  compound,  in  which  the  separate  elements  are 
no  more  distinguishable  as  such,  than  hydrogen  and  oxygen  in 
water,  the  compound  having  all  the  appearance  of  a  phenomenon 
sui  generis,  as  simple  and  elementary  as  the  ingredients,  and  with 
properties  different  from  any  of  them:  a  truth  which,  once 
ascertidned,  evidently  opens  a  new  and  wider  range  of  possibi- 
lities for  the  generation  of  mental  phenomena  by  means  of  asso- 
ciation. 

The  most  complete  and  scientific  form  of  the  a  posteriori 
psychology  is  that  which  considers  the  law  of  association  as  the 
governing  principle,  by  means  of  which  the  more  complex  and 
recondite  mental  phenomena  shape  themselves,  or  are  shaped, 
out  of  the  simpler  mental  elements.  The  great  problem  of 
this  form  of  psychology  is  to  ascertain,  not  liow  far  this  law 
extends,  for  it  extends  to  everything;  ideas  of  sensation,  in- 
tellectual ideas,  emotions,  desires,  volitions,  any  or  all  of  these 
may  become  connected  by  association  under  the  two  laws  of  Con- 
tiguity and  Resemblance,  and  when  so  connected,  acquire  the 
power  of  calling  up  one  another.  Not,  therefore,  how  far  the 
law  extends,  is  the  problem,  but  how  much  of  the  apparent 
variety  of  the  mental  phenomena  it  is  capable  of  explaining ; 
what  ultimate  elements  of  the  mind  remain,  when  all  are  sub- 
tracted, the  formation  of  which  can  be  in  this  way  accounted  for; 
and  how,  out  of  those  elements,  and  the  law,  or  rather  laws,  of 
association,  the  remainder  of  the  mental  phenomena  are  built  up. 
On  this  part  of  the  subject  there  are,  as  might  be  expected,  many 
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diflPerences  of  doctrine^  and  the  theory,  like  all  theories  of  an 
uncompleted  science,  is  in  a  state  of  progressive  improvement 

Gnus  mode  of  interpreting  the  phenomena  of  the  mind  is  not 
mifrequently  stigmatised  as  materialistic ;  how  far  justly^  may 
be  seen  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  Idealism  of  Berkeley  is 
one  of  the  developments  of  this  theory.  With  materialism  in 
the  obnoxious  sense,  this  view  of  the  mind  has  no  necessary 
connexion,  though  doubtless  not  so  directly  exclusive  of  it  as 
is  the  rival  theory.  But  if  it  be  materialism  to  endeavour  to 
ascertain  the  material  conditions  of  our  mental  operations,  all 
theories  of  the  mind  which  have  any  pretension  to  compre- 
hensiveness must  be  materialbtic.  Whether  organisation  alone 
could  produce  life  and  thought,  we  probably  shall  never  cer- 
tainly know,  unless  we  could  repeat  Frankenstein's  experiment; 
but  that  our  mental  operations  have  material  conditions,  can  be 
denied  by  no  one  who  acknowledges,  what  all  now  admit,  that 
the  mind  employs  the  brain  as  its  material  organ.  And  this 
being  granted,  there  is  nothmg  more  materialistic  in  endeavour- 
ing, so  far  as  our  means  of  physiological  explanation  allow,  to 
trace  out  the  detailed  connexions  between  mental  manifestations 
and  cerebral  or  nervous  states.  Unhappilv  the  knowledge 
hitherto  obtainable  on  this  subject  has  been  very  limited  in 
amount;  but  when  we  consider,  for  example,  the  case  of  all  our 
stronger  emotions,  and  the  disturbance  of  almost  every  part  of 
our  physical  frame,  which  is  occasioned  in  these  cases  by  a  mere 
mental  idea,  no  rational  person  can  doubt  the  closeness  of  the 
connexion  between  the  functions  of  the  nervous  system  and  the 
phenomena  of  mind,  nor  think  any  exposition  of  the  mind 
satisfactory  into  which  that  connexion  does  not  enter  as  a 
prominent  feature. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  Association  Psychology  does  in 
many  cases  represent  the  higher  mental  states  as  in  a  certain 
sense  the  outgrowth  and  offspring  of  the  lower.  But  in  other 
cases,  philosophers  have  not  considered  as  degrading,  the  forma- 
tion of  noble  products  out  of  base  materials,  and  have  rather 
been  disposed  to  celebrate  this  as  one  of  the  exemplifications  of 
wisdom  and  contrivance  in  the  arrangements  of  Nature.  With- 
out undertaking  to  determine  what  portion  of  truth  lies  in  this 
philosophy,  and  how  far  any  of  the  nobler  phenomena  of  mind 
are  really  constructed  from  the  materials  of  our  animal  nature, 
it  is  certain  that,  to  whatever  extent  this  is  the  fact,  it  ought  to 
be  known  and  recognised.  If  these  nobler  parts  of  our  nature 
are  not  self-sown  and  original,  but  are  built  or  build  themselves 
up,  out  of  no  matter  what  materials,  it  must  be  highly  im- 
portant to  the  work  of  the  education  and  improvement  of 
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human  character,  to  understand  as  much  as  possible  of  the 
process  bj  which  the  materials  are  put  together.  These  com- 
posite  parts  of  our  constitution  (granting  them  to  be  such)  are 
not  for  that  reason  factitious  and  unnaturaL  The  products  are 
not  less  a  part  of  human  nature  than  their  component  elements^ 
Water  is  as  truly  one  of  the  substances  in  external  nature,  9B 
hydrogen  or  oxygen,  and  to  suppose  it  non-existent,  would 
imply  as  great  a  change  in  vXl  we  know  of  the  order  of  things 
in  which  we  live.  It  is  only  to  a  very  vulgar  type  of  mind  that 
a  grand  or  beautiful  object  loses  its  charm  when  it  loses  some  of 
its  mystery,  through  the  unveiling  of  a  part  of  the  process  by 
which  it  is  created  in  the  secret  recesses  of  Nature. 

The  aim,  then,  which  the  Assodation  Psychology  proposes  to 
itself,  is  one  which  both  schools  of  mental  philosophy  should 
equally  desire  to  see  vigorously  prosecuted.  It  is  important, 
even  from  the  point  of  view  of  transcendentalists,  that  all 
which  can  be  done  by  this  system  for  the  explanation  of  the 
mental  phenomena  should  be  brought  to  light.  For,  in  the 
first  place,  all  admit  that  there  is  much  which  can  be  so  ex- 
plained. The  law  of  association,  every  one  allows,  is  real,  and 
a  large  number  of  mental  facts  are  explicable  thereby.  But 
further,  the  sole  ground  upon  which  the  transcendental  mode  of 
speculation  in  psychology  can  possibly  stand,  is  the  failure  of 
the  other.  The  evidence  of  the  ct  priori  theory  must  always  be 
negative.  There  can  be  no  positive  proof  that  oxygen,  or  any 
other  body,  is  a  simple  substance.  The  sole  proof  that  can  be 
given  is,  that  no  one  has  hitherto  succeeded  in  decomposing  it 
And  nothing  can  positively  prove  that  any  particulto*  one  of 
the  c(Histituents  of  the  mind  is  ultimate.  We  can  only  presume 
it  to  be  such,  from  the  ill-success  of  every  attempt  to  resolve  it 
into  simpler  elements.  If,  indeed,  the  phenomena  allied  to  be 
complex  manifested  themselves  chronologically  at  an  eariier 
period  than  those  from  which  they  are  said  to  be  compounded, 
this  would  be  a  complete  disproof,  at  least  of  that  origin.  But 
the  fact  is  not  so :  on  the  contrary,  the  higher  mental  phe* 
nomena  are  so  well  known  to  unfold  themselves  after  the  lower, 
that  sensational  experience,  which  is  so  vicdently  repudiated  as 
their  origin  and  source,  is,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  ad- 
mitted as  the  occasion  which  calls  into  action  the  mental  laws 
that  develop  them.  The  first  question,  therefore,  in  analytical 
psychology  ought  to  be,  how  much  of  the  furniture  of  the  mind 
will  experience  and  association  account  for  ?  The  residuum, 
which  cannot  be  so  explained,  must  be  provisionally  set  down 
as  ultimate,  and  handed  over  to  observation  to  determine  its 
conditions  and  laws. 
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On  the  other  hand,  it  is  necessary  to  be  exigeant  as  to  the 
evidence  for  the  validity  of  the  analysis  by  which  a  mental 
phenomenon  is  resolved  into  associaticm.  Much  has  been  ten- 
dered on  this  subject^  even  by  powerful  thinkers^  as  proved 
tmih^  to  which  it  is  impossible  soberly  to  assign  any  higher 
valae  than  that  of  philosophical  conjecture.  The  rules  of  in- 
duetive  logic  must  be  duly  applied  to  the  case.  When  the 
dements  can  be  recognised  by  our  amsciousness  as  distinguish- 
ably  existing  in  the  compound,  there  is  no  difficulty.  When 
they  are  not  thus  distinguishable,  the  gradual  growth  and 
building  up  of  the  complex  phenomenon  may  be  a  fact  amenable 
to  direct  observation.  In  the  case  of  the  higher  intellectual 
and  mon^  phenomena  of  our  being,  the  observation  may  be 
practised  on  ourselves.  In  the  case  of  those  of  our  acquisitions 
which  are  made  too  early  to  be  remembered,  the  observation 
may  be  of  children^  of  the  young  of  other  animals,  or  of  persons 
who  are,  or  were  during  a  part  of  life,  shut  out  from  some  of 
the  <Mrdinary  sources  of  experience ;  persons  like  Caspar  Hauser, 
brought  up  in  confinement  and  solitude ;  persons  destitute  of 
ogfat  or  hearing;  especially  those  bom  blind  and  suddenly 
restored  to  sight.  This  last  is  a  precious  scturce  of  information 
which  unfortunately  has  been  very  scantily  made  use  of.  In 
the  case  of  children  and  young  animals,  our  power  is  very 
Bmited  of  ascertaining  what  actually  passes  within  them.  But 
in  so  far  as  we  are  able  to  interpret  their  outward  manifesta- 
tions, we  have  some  means  of  ascertaining  what,  in  their  minds, 
precedes  what ;  we  can  often,  by  sufficiently  close  observation, 
perceive  a  mental  faculty  forming  itself  by  gradual  growth ; 
and  in  some  cases  we  can,  to  a  certain  extent,  ascertain  the 
conditions  of  its  formation,  which  are  often  such  as  to  bring  it 
within  the  known  laws  of  association.  Though  the  product 
may,  to  our  consciousness,  appear  ^t  generisy  not  identical  in  its 
nature  with  any  or  with  all  of  the  elements,  yet  if  the  mode 
of  its  production  be  invariably  found  to  consist  in  bringing* 
certain  sensations  or  ideas  to  pass  through  the  mind  mmulta- 
neously  or  in  inmiediate  succession,  and  if  the  effect  is  produced 
pari  pcusu  with  the  number  of  repetitions  of  this  conjunction, 
we  may  conclude  with  considerable  assurance  that  the  apparently 
simple  phenomenon  is  a  compound  of  those  ideas  united  by 
association.  For  we  know  that  it  is  the  effect  of  repetition  to 
knit  all  conjunctions  of  ideas  closer  and  closer,  until  they  so 
coalesce  as  to  leave  no  trace  in  our  consciousness  of  their 
separate  existence.  One  of  the  most  familiar  eases  of  this  re- 
markable law,  is  the  case  of  what  are  called  the  acquired  percep- 
tions <^  sight.     It  is  admitted  by  nearly  all  psychologists  that 
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when  we  appear  to  see  distance  and  magnitude  by  the  eye,    ive 
do  not  really  see  them^  but  see  only  certain  signs,  from  which, 
by  a  process  of  reasoning,  rendered  so  rapid  by  practice  as   to 
have  become  entirely  unconscious,  we  infer  the  distance    or 
magnitude  which  we  fancy  we  see.     No  alleged  transformation 
of  mental  phenomena  by  association  can  be  more  complete^  or 
more  extraordinary,  than  this.    Yet  it  is  one  of  the  few  resalts 
of  psychological  analysis  which  can  be  brought  to  the  test  of  a 
complete  Baconian  induction;  for  the  case  admits  of  an  ample 
range  of  experiments ;  and  the  result  of  them  is,  that  wherever 
the  signs  are  the  same,  our  impressions  of  distance  and  magni- 
tude are  the  same ;  and  wherever  the  signs  are  different,  our 
impressions  are  different,  although  the  real  distance  and  magni- 
tude of  the  object  looked  at  remain  all  the  while  exactly  as 
they  were.     Hardly  any  theory  of  the  formation  of  a  mental 
phenomenon  by  association  can  deserve,  after  this,  to  be  rejected 
in  limine,  for  inherent  incredibility,  or  inconsistency  with  our 
consciousness.     There  is  hardly  any  mental  phenomenon  (exc^t 
those  which  association  itself  presupposes)  of  which  we  can  say 
that,  from  its  own  nature,  it  could  not  possibly  have  been  pro- 
duced by  association.     But,  from  the  intrinsic  possibility  of  its 
having  been  so  produced,  to  its  actually  being  so,  is  a  wide  step ; 
and  unless  the  case  admits  of  actual  experiment,  or  unless  there 
be  something  in  the  observed  development  of  the  individual  nund 
to  bear  out  the  conjecture,  it  can  be  ranked  only  as  an  hypothesis, 
of  no  present  value  except  to  suggest  points  for  further  verifi- 
cation. 

There  is,  however,  a  large  class  of  cases — and  these  are  among 
the  most  important  of  all — ^in  which  the  explanation  by  way  of 
association  is  not  attended  with  any  of  these  difficulties  and  un- 
•certainties.  The  mental  fact  which  is  the  subject  of  dispute 
may  be,  not  any  one  mental  phenomenon,  but  a  conjunction 
between  phenomena.  The  thing  to  be  explained,  often  is  no 
other  than  the  fact  that  some  one  idea  is  suggested  by,  and  ap- 
parently involved  in,  another;  and  the  point  to  be  decided  is, 
whether  this  happens  necessarily,  and  by  an  inherent  law ;  as 
infinity  is  said  to  be  inherently  involved  in  our  ideas  of  time 
and  space,  and  externality  in  our  ideas  of  tangible  objects.  In 
such  cases  the  evidence  of  origin  in  association  may  often  be  com- 
plete ;  and  it  is  in  such  that  the  greatest  triumphs  of  the  Associ- 
ation psychology  have  been  achieved.  A  conjunction,  however 
close  and  apparently  indissoluble,  between  two  ideas,  is  not  only 
an  effect  which  association  is  able  to  produce,  but  one  which  it 
is  certain  to  produce,  if  the  necessary  conditions  are  sufficiently 
often  repeated  without  the  intervention  of  any  fact  tending  to 
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produce  a  counter-association.  It  is,  therefore,  in  these  cases, 
sufficient  if  we  can  show,  that  there  has  reallj  existed  the  inya- 
liable  conjunction  of  sensible  phenomena  in  experience,  which  is 
necessary  for  the  formation  of  an  inseparable  association  be- 
tween the  corresponding  ideas.  If,  as  in  the  case  of  Time  and 
Space,  already  examined,  thb  can  be  shown  to  be  the  fact,  then 
that  conjunction  of  sensible  experiences  is  the  real  cause:  for- 
mation by  association  is  the  true  theory  of  the  phenomenon,  and 
it  is  in  the  highest  degree  unphilosopmcal  to  demand  any  other. 

These  few  observations  on  the  nature  and  scope  of  the  Asso- 
ciation Psychology  generally,  were  necessary  for  fixing  the  posi- 
tion of  Mr.  Bain's  treatise  in  mental  science.  Belonging  essen- 
tially to  the  association  school,  he  has  not  only,  with  great 
deamess  and  copiousness,  illustrated,  poptdarised,  and  enforced 
by  fresh  ailments  all  which  that  school  had  already  done 
towards  the  explanation  of  the  phenomena  of  mind,  but  he  has 
added  so  largely  to  it,  that  those  who  have  the  highest  appreci- 
ation and  the  warmest  admiration  of  his  predecessors,  are  likely 
to  be  the  most  struck  with  the  neat  advance  which  this  treatise 
constitutes  over  what  those  preaecessors  had  done,  and  the  im- 
proved position  in  which  it  places  their  psychological  theory. 
Mr.  Bain  possesses,  indeed,  an  union  of  qualifications  peculiarly 
fitting  him  for  what,  in  the  language  of  Dr.  Brown,  may  be 
callea  the  physical  investigation  of  mind.  With  analytic 
powers  comparable  to  those  of  his  most  distinguished  prede- 
cessors, he  combines  a  range  of  appropriate  Imowledge  still 
wider  than  theirs;  having  made  a  more  accurate  study  than 
perhaps  any  previous  psychologist  of  the  whole  round  of  the 
physical  sciences,  on  which  the  mental  depend  both  for  their 
methods,  and  for  the  necessary  material  substratum  of  their 
theories;  while  those  sciences,  also,  are  themselves  in  a  far 
higher  state  of  advancement  than  in  any  former  a^e.  This  is 
especially  true  of  the  science  most  nearly  allied,  both  in  subject 
and  method,  with  psychological  investigations,  the  science  of 
Physiology :  which  Hartley,  Brown,  and  Mill  had  unquestionably 
studied,  and  knew  perhaps  as  well  as  it  was  known  by  any 
one  at  the  time  when  they  studied  it,  but  in  a  superficial 
manner  compared  with  Mr.  Bain;  the  science  having  in  the 
meanwhile  assumed  almost  a  new  aspect,  firom  the  important 
discoveries  which  have  been  made  in  dl  its  branches,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  functions  of  the  nervous  system,  since  even  the 
latest  of  those  authors  wrote. 

Mr.  Bain  commences  his  work  with  a  full  and  luminous  expo- 
ntion  of  what  is  known  of  the  structure  and  functions  of  the 
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nervous  system.  What  may  be  called  the  outward  action  of  the 
nervous  system  is  twofold, — sensation  and  muscular  motion; 
and  one  of  the  great  physiological  discoveries  of  the  present  age 
isy  that  these  two  functions  are  performed  by  means  of  two  dis- 
tinct sets  of  nerves,  in  dose  juxtapodtion,  one  of  which,  if  Beps- 
rately  severed  or  paralysed,  puts  an  end  to  sensation  in  the  part 
of  the  body  which  it  supplies,  but  leaves  the  power  of  motion 
unimpaired ;  the  other  destroys  the  power  of  motion,  but  does 
not  affect  sensation.  That  the  central  organ  of  the  nervous  sysr 
tem,  the  brain,  must  in  some  way  or  other  co-operate  in  all  sen- 
sation, and  in  all  muscular  motion  except  that  which  is  actually 
automatic  and  mechanical,  is  also  certain ;  for  if  the  nervous  con- 
tinuity between  any  part  of  the  body  and  the  brain  is  inter- 
rupted, either  by  the  division  of  the  nerve,  or  by  pressure  on  any 
intermediate  portion,  imfitting  it  to  perform  its  functions^  sensa- 
tion and  voluntary  motion  in  that  part  cease  to  exist.  That 
the  memory  or  thought  of  a  sensiUion  formerly  experienced  has 
also  for  its  necessary  condition  a  state  of  the  brain,  and  of  the 
same  nerves  which  transmit  the  sensation  itself,  does  not  admit 
of  the  same  direct  proof  by  experiment;  but  is,  at  least,  a  highly 
probable  hypothesis.  When  we  consider  that  in  dreams,  faalla- 
cinations,  and  some  highly  exdted  states  of  the  nervous  system, 
the  idea  or  remembrance  of  a  sensation  is  actually  mistaken  for 
the  sensation  itself;  and  also  that  the  idea,  when  vividly  excited, 
not  unfrequently  produces  the  same  effects  on  the  whole  bodily 
frame  which  the  sensation  would  produce,  it  is  hardly  possible, 
in  the  face  of  all  this  resemblance,  to  suppose  any  fundamentally 
different  machinery  for  their  production,  or  any  real  difference 
in  their  phyncal  conditions,  except  one  of  degree.  The  instru- 
mentality of  the  brain  in  thought  is  a  more  mysterious  subject; 
the  evidence  is  less  direct,  and  its  interpretation  has  given  rise 
to  some  of  the  keenest  controversies  of  our  era,  ccmtroyersies  yet 
far  from  being  condushrely  decided.  But  the  general  ccmnexioii 
is  attested  by  many  indisputable  pathological  facts,  such  as  the 
effect  (^cerebral  inflammation  in  producing  delirium;  the  relation 
between  idiocy  and  cerebral  malformation  or  disease;  and  is  con* 
firmed  by  the  entire  range  of  comparative  anatomy,  which  shows 
the  intellectual  faculties  of  the  various  species  of  animals  bearing, 
if  not  an  exact  ratio,  yet  a  very  unequivocal  relaticm,  to  the  de- 
velopment in  proportional  size,  and  complexity  of  structure,  of 
the  cerebral  hemisf^eree^ 

However  imperfect  our  knowledge  may  still  be  in  regard  to 
this  part  of  the  functions  of  the  nervous  system,  it  is  certain 
that  all  our  sensations  depend  upon  the  transmission  of  some 
sort  of  nervous  influence  inward^  from  the  senses  to  the  brain. 
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and  that  our.  volantarj  motions  take  place  by  the  transmission 
of  some  sort  of  nervous  influence  outward ,  from  the  brain  to  the 
mascukr  system ;  these  two  nervous  operations  being,  as  already 
observed^  the  functions  of  two  distinct  systems  of  nerves^  called 
respectively  the  nerves  of  sensation  and  those  of  motion.  It  is 
now  necessary  to  notice  another  physiological  truth,  brought  to 
light  only  within  the  i»resent  generation,  viz.,  the  different  func- 
tions of  the  two  kinds  of  matter  of  which  the  nervous  system 
is  c<HDpounded*  The  nerves  consist  partly  oi  grey  vesicidar  or 
cell-like  matter,  partly  of  white  fibrous  matter.  Physiologists 
are  now  of  opinion  that  the  function  of  the  grey  matter  is  that 
of  originating  power,  while  the  white  fibrous  matter  is  amply 
a  conductor,  which  conveys  the  influence  to  and  from  the  bndn, 
and  between  one  part  of  the  brain  and  anotjier.  With  this  physio- 
logical discovery  is  connected  the  first  capital  improvement  which 
Mr.  Bain  has  made  in  the  Association  Psychology  as  left  by 
his  predecessors ;  the  nature  of  which  we  now  proceed  to  indicate. 
Those  who  have  studied  the  writings  of  the  Association  Psy- 
chologists, must  often  have  been  unfavourably  impressed  by  the 
almost  total  absence,  in  their  analytical  expositions,  of  the  re- 
cognition of  any  active  element,  or  spontaneity,  in  the  mind 
itself.  Sensation,  and  the  mem<»ry  of  sensation,  are  passive 
I^enomena;  the  mind,  in  them,  does  not  act,  but  is  acted 
upon;  it  is  a  mere  recipient  of  impressions ;  and  though  adhesicm 
by  association  may  enable  one  of  these  passive  impressions  to 
recall  another,  yet  when  recalled,  it  is  but  passive  stilL  A  theory 
(^  association  which  stops  here,  seems  adequate  to  account  for 
our  dreams,  our  reveries,  our  casual  thoughts,  and  states  of  mere 
contemplation,  but  for  no  other  part  of  our  nature.  The  mind, 
however,  is  active  as  well  as  passive ;  and  the  apparent  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  theory  to  account  for  the  mind's  activity,  is  probably 
the  circumstance  which  has  oftenest  operated  to  alienate  from 
the  Association  Psychology  any  of  those  who  had  really  studied 
it  Coleridge,  who  was  one  of  these,  and  in  the  early  part  of 
his  life  a  decided  Hartleian,  has  left  on  record,  in  his  ^Biogra- 
*  pkia  Literaria,'  that  such  was  the  fact  in  his  own  case.  Yet,  no 
Hartleian  could  overlook  the  necessity,  incumbent  on  any  theory 
of  the  mind,  of  accounting  for  our  voluntary  powers.  Activity 
cannot  possibly  be  generated  from  passive  elements ;  a  primi- 
tive active  element  must  be  found  somewhere;  and  Hartley 
found  it  in  the  stimulative  power  of  sensation  over  the  muscles. 
All  our  muscular  motions,  according  to  him,  were  originally 
automatic,  and  excited  by  the  stimulus  of  sensations;  as,  no 
doubt,  numy  of  them  were  and  are.  After  a  muscular  contraction 
has    been  suffidiently  often  excited  by  a  sensation,  then,  in 
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Hartley's  opinion^  the  idea  or  remembrance  of  the  sensation 
acquires  a  similar  power  of  exciting  that  same  muscular  con- 
traction. Here  is  the  first  germ  of  volition :  a  muscular  action 
excited  by  an  idea.  After  ihis^  every  combination  of  associated 
ideas  into  which  that  idea  or  remembrance  enters^  and  which, 
therefore,  cannot  be  recalled  without  recalling  it,  obtuns  the 
power  of  recalling  also  the  muscular  motion  which  has  come 
under  its  control  This  is  Hartley's  notion  of  the  point  of  junc- 
tion between  our  intellectual  states  and  our  muscular  actions, 
which  is  the  foundation  of  the  theory  of  Volition.  It  involves 
two  assumptions,  both  of-  which  are  merely  hypotheticaL  One 
is,  that 'a//  muscular  action  is  originally  excited  by  sensations; 
which  has  never  been  proved,  and  which  there  is  much  evidence 
to  contradict.  The  other  is,  that  between  the  primitive  auto- 
matic character  of  a  muscular  contraction,  and  its  ultimate  state 
of -amenability  to  the  will,  an  intermediate  condition  is  passed 
through,  of  excitability  by  the  idea  of  the  sensation  by  which 
the  motion  was  at  first  excited :  that  the  intervention  of  this  idea 
is  necessary  in  all  cases  of  voluntary  power ;  and  that  the  recall- 
ing of  it  is  the  indispensable  machmery  of  voluntary  action. 
This  is  a  mere  hypothesis,  which  consciousness  does  not  vouch 
for,  and  which  no  evidence  has  been  brought  to  substantiate. 

Mr.  Bsdn  has  made  a  great  advance  on  this  theory.  Those 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  French  metaphysical  writers  of 
this  century,  or  even  with  the  first  paper  of  M.  Cousin's  ^  Frag- 
<  ments  Philosophiques,'  will  remember  the  important  modification 
made  by  M.  Laromiguidre  in  CondiUac's  psychological  system. 
M.  Laromigui^re  had  noted  in  Condillac  the  same  defect  which 
has  been  pointed  out  in  the  Association  philosophers ;  and  as 
Condillac  had  placed  the  passive  phenomenon.  Sensation,  at  the 
centre  of  his  system,  M.  Laromigui^re  corrected  him  by  putting 
instead  of  it,  the  active  phenomenon.  Attention,  as  the  fundamen- 
tal fact  by  which  to  explain  the  active  half  of  tiie  mental  phe- 
nomena. Mr.  Bain's  theory  (the  germ  of  which  is  in  a  passage 
cited  by  him  from  the  eminent  physiologist,  Miiller),  stands  in 
nearly  the  same  relation  to  Hartley's  as  Laromigui4re's  to  that 
of  Condillaa  He  has  widened  his  basis  by  the  admission  of  a 
second  primitive  element.  He  holds  that  the  brain  does  not 
act  solely  in  obedience  to  impulses,  but  is  also  a  self-acting  in- 
strument; that  the  nervous  influence  which,  being  conveyed 
through  the  motory  nerves,  excites  the  muscles  into  action,  is 
generated  automatically  in  the  brain  itself,  not,  of  course,  law- 
lessly and  without  a  cause,  but  under  the  organic  stimulus  of 
nutrition ;  and  manifests  itself  in  the  general  rush  of  bodily 
activity,  which  all  healthy  animals  exhibit  after  food  and  repose. 
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and  in  the  random  motions  which  we  see  constantly  made  with- 
out apparent  end  or  purpose  by  infants.  This  doctrine,  of  wMch 
the  accumulated  proofs  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Bain's  first  volume 
(pages  73  to  80),  supplies  him  with  a  simple  explanation  of  the 
origin  of  voluntary  power.  Among  the  numerous  motions 
given  forth  indiscrimmately  by  the  spontaneous  energy  of  the 
nervous  centre,  some  are  accidentally  hit  on,  which  are  found  to 
be  followed  by  a  pleasure,  or  by  the  relief  of  a  pain.  In  this 
case,  the  child  is  able,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  prolong  that  parti- 
cular motion,  or  to  abate  it ;  and  this,  in  our  author's  opinion,  is 
the  sole  original  power  which  we  possess  over  our  bodily  motions, 
and  the  ultimate  basis  of  voluntary  action.  The  pleasure  which 
the  motion  produces,  or  the  pain  which  it  relieves,  determines 
the  detention  or  reUnquisbment  of  that  particular  muscular 
movement.  Why  there  is  this  natural  tendency  to  detiun  or 
to  get  rid  of  a  muscular  contraction  which  influences  our  sen- 
sations, as  well  as  why  that  tendency  is  towards  pleasure  and 
from  pain,  instead  of  being  the  reverse,  cannot  be  explained. 
The  author's  reason  for  considering  this  to  be  our  only  original 
power  over  our  bodily  movements,  is  not  that  the  supposition 
affords  any  help  in  clearing  up  the  mystery,  or  possesses  any 
superiority  of  antecedent  probability ;  for  it  is  just  as  likety 
a  priori^  that  we  should  be  able,  by  a  wish,  to  select  and  originate 
a  bodily  movement,  as  that  we  should  merely  be  able  to  prolong 
one  winch  has  already  been  excited  by  the  spontaneous  energies 
of  our  organisation.  Mr.  Bain's  reason  for  preferring  tiie  latter 
theory,  is  merely  that  the  evidence  is  in  its  favour;  that  no 
other  is  consistent  with  observation  of  children  and  young 
animals.  We  will  exhibit  a  part  of  the  exposition  in  his  own 
words. 

*  Dr.  Reid  has  no  hesitation  in  classing  the  voluntary  command  of 
an  organ,  that  is,  the  sequence  of  feeling  and  action  implied  in  all 
acts  of  will,  among  instincts.  The  power  of  lifting  a  morsel  of  food 
to  the  mouth  is,  according  to  him,  an  instinctive  or  pre-established 
conjunction  of  the  wish  and  the  deed ;  that  is  to  say,  the  emotional 
state  of  hunger  coupled  with  the  sight  of  a  piece  of  bread,  is  associ* 
ated  through  a  primitive  link  of  tiie  mentol  constitution  with  the 
several  movements  of  the  hand,  arm,  and  mouth  concerned  in  the  act 
of  eating.  This  assertion  of  Dr.  Reid's  may  be  simply  met  by  appeal- 
ing to  the  facts.  It  is  not  true  that  human  beings  possess  at  birth 
any  voluntary  command  of  their  limbs  whatsoever.  A  babe  of  two 
months  old  cannot  use  its  hands  in  obedience  to  its  desires.  The 
infant  can  grasp  nothing,  hold  nothing,  can  scarcely  fix  its  eyes  on 
anything.  Dr.  Beid  might  just  as  easily  assert  that  the  movements 
of  a  ballet-dancer  are  instinctive,  or  that  we  are  born  with  an  already 
established  link  of  causation  in  our  minds  between  the  wish  to  paint 
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a  landsci^pe  and  the  movements  of  a  painter's  arm.  I£  the  more  per- 
fect command  of  onr  yolnntary  moyements  implied  in  every  art  be  an 
acquisition,  so  is  the  less  perfect  command  of  these  movements,  that 
grows  upon  a  child  during  the  first  years  of  life 

^  But  the  acquisition  must  needs  repose  upon  some  fundamental 
property  of  our  nature  that  may  properly  be  styled  an  instinct.  It  is 
tills  initial  germ  or  rudiment  that  I  am  noir  anxious  to  fasten  upon 
and  make  apparent  There  certainly  does  exist  in  the  depths  of  our 
coostitntion  a  property,  whereby  certain  of  oar  feelings,  especially 
the  painful  class^  impel  to  actum  of  some  kind  or  other.  This,  whidi 
I  have  termed  the  volitional  prop^i;y  of  feeling,  is  not  an  acquired 
property.  From  the  earliest  infancy  a  pain  has  a  tendency  to  excite 
the  active  organs,  as  well  as  the  emotional  expression,  although  as 
yet  there  is  no  channel  prepared  whereby  the  stimulus  may  flow 
towards  the  appropriate  members.  The  child  whose  foot  is  pricked 
by  a  needle  in  its  dress  is  undoubtedly  impelled  by  an  active  stimulus, 
but  as  no  primitive  link  exists  between  an  irritation  in  the  foot  and 
the  movement  of  the  hand  towards  the  part  aflbcted,  the  stimulus  is 
wasted  on  vain  efforts,  and  there  is  nothing  to  be  done  but  to  drown 
the  pain  by  the  outburst  of  pure  emotion.  It  is  the  property  of  al- 
most every  feeling  of  pain  to  stimulate  some  custion  for  the  extinction 
or  abatement  of  that  pain ;  it  is  likewise  the  property  of  many  emo- 
tions of  pleasure  to  stimulate  an  action  for  the  continuance  and  in- 
crease of  the  pleasure ;  but  the  primitive  impulse  does  not  in  either 
case  determine  which  action 

'  If  at  the  moment  of  some  acute  pain,  there  should  accidentally  oc- 
cur a  spontaneous  movement,  and  if  that  movement  sensibly  alleviate 
the  pain,  then  it  is  that  the  volitional  impulse  belongkig  to  the  feeling 
will  show  itself!  The  movement  accidentally  begun  through  some 
other  influence,  will  be  sustained  through  this  influence  of  the  paii^ul 
emotion.  In  the  original  situation  of  things,  the  acute  feeling  is  un- 
able of  itself  to  bring  on  the  precise  movement  that  would  modify  the 
sufleriug ;  there  is  no  primordial  link  between  a  state  of  suflering 
and  a  train  of  alleviating  movements.  But  should  the  proper  move- 
ment be  once  actually  b^un,  and  cause  a  felt  diminution  of  the  acute 
agony,  the  ^ur  that  belongs  to  states  of  pain  would  suffice  to  sustain 
this  movement  ....  The  emotion  cannot  invite,  or  suggest^  or 
VAken  up  the  appropriate  action;  nevertheless^  the  appropriate 
action,  once  there,  and  sensibly  telling  upon  the  irritation,  is  thereupon 
kept  going  by  the  active  influence^  the  volitional  spur  of  the  irri- 
tated eonsciousueas*  In  short,  if  the  state  of  pain  cannot  awaken  a 
dormant  action,  a  present  feeling  can  at  least  maintain  a  present 
action.  This,  so  far  as  I  can  make  out,  is  the  ordinal  position  oi 
things  in  the  matter  of  volition.  It  may  be  that  the  start  and  the 
movements  resulting  from  an  acute  smarts  may  relieve  the  smart, 
but  that  would  not  be  a  volition.  In  volition  there  are  actions  quite 
distinct  from  tiie  manifested  movements  due  to  tiie  emotion  itself; 
these  other  actions  rise  at  first  independently  and  spontaneously,  and 
are  clutched  in  the  embrace  of  the  feeling  when  tiie  two  are  found  to 
suit  one  another  in  the  alleviation  of  pain  or  the  eflusion  of  pteasore. 
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^  An  exmmple  will  perhi^  place  this  speculation  in  a  clearer  Hght 
An  infiuit  lying  in  bed  has  the  painful  sensation  of  diillness.  This 
feding  produces  the  usual  emotional  dbplay,  namelj^  moyements^ 
and  perhi^  cries  and  tears.  Besides  these  emotional  elements  there 
ia  ft  latent  spur  of  volition,  but  with  nothing  to  lay  hold  of  as  jet, 
owing  to  the  .disconnected  condition  of  the  mental  arrangements  at 
our  birth.  The  child's  spcmtanmty,  howerer,  may  be  awake,  and  the 
pttined  <;oiiditi<m  will  act  so  as  to  irritate  the  spontaneous  centres^ 
and  make  their  central  stimulus  flow  more  copiously.  In  the  course 
of  a  variety  of  ^>ontaneous  movemoits  of  arms,  legs,  and  body,  there 
oeenrs  aa  acticm  that  brings  the  child  in  contact  with  the  nurse  lying 
beside  it ;  instantly  warmth  is  felt,  and  this  alleviation  of  thi  painfid 
deling  becomes  immediate  the  stimulus  to  sustain  the  movement 
gou^  on  at  that  moment.  That  movement,  when  discovered,  is  kept 
iq>  in  preferoiee  to  the  o^ers  oecimnng  in  the  course  of  the  random 
spontaneity. 

*  By  a  process  of  cohedon  or  acquintion,  coming  under  the  law 
of  association,  the  movement  and  the  feeling  beccnne  so  linked  to- 
gether, that  the  feeling  can  at  after  times  waken  the  movement  out 
of  dormancy;  this  is  the  state  of  matters  in  the  matority  of  volition. 
The  infant  of  twelve  months,  under  the  stimulus  of  cold,  can  hitch 
near»  the  side  of  the  nurse,  although  no  spontaneous  movements  to 
that  ^fect  happen  at  the  moment ;  past  reflection  has  established  a 
connexion  that  did  not  exist  at  the  beginning,  whereby  the  feeling 
and  action  have  become  linked  together  aa  cause  and  cdFcd'  (  The 
Senses  and  the  InteUecty  |^.  292--6.) 

In  confirmation  and  illnstration  of  these  ingenious  remarks, 
we  quote  from  another  part  of  the  same  volume  the  following 
^  notes  of  observation  made  upon  the  earliest  movements  of  two 
^  lambs  seen  during  the  first  hour  of  their  inrth^  and  at  subae- 
^  quent  stages  of  thieir  development.' 

^  One  of  the  lambs,  on  being  dropped,  was  taken  hold  of  by  the 
riiepherd  and  laid  on  the  ground  so  as  to  rest  on  its  four  knees.  For 
a  very  short  time,  perhaps  not  much  above  a  minute,  it  kept  still  in 
this  attitude ;  a  certain  force  wa^  doubtless  exerted  to  enable  it  to 
letain  this  position  ;  but  the  flrst  decided  exertion  of  the  creature^s 
own  energy  was  shown  in  standing  up  on  its  legs,  which  it  did  after 
the  pause  of  Httle  more  than  a  minute.  The  power  thus  put  forth  I 
can  only  describe  as  a  spontaneous  burst  of  die  locomotive  energy, 
mider  this  condition,  namely,  that  as  all  the  four  Hmbs  were  actuated 
at  the  same  instant,  the  innate  power  must  have  been  guided  into 
this  quadruple  channel  in  consequence"*  of  that  nervous  organisation 
that  constitutes  the  four  limbs  one  related  group.  The  animal  now 
stood  on  its  l^s,  the  feet  being  considerably  apart,  so  as  to  widen 
the  base  of  support.  The  energy  that  raised  it  up  continued  flowing 
in  order  to  maintain  the  standing  posture,  and  the  animal  doubtless 
had  the  consciousness  of  such  a  flow  of  energy,  as  its  earliest  mental 
experience.  This  standing  posture  was  continued  for  a  minute  or 
two  in  perfect  stillness,    l^ext  fdlowed  the  b^nnings  of  locomotive 
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movement.  At  first  a  limb  was  raised  and  set  down  again,  then  came 
a  second  movement  that  widened  the  animal's  base  without  altering 
its  position.    When  a  more  complex  movement  of  its  limbs  came 
on,  the  effect  seemed  to  be  to  go  sideways ;  another  complex  move- 
ment led  forwards ;  but  at  the  outset  there  appeared  to  be  nothing 
to  decide  one  direction  rather  than  another,  for  the  earliest  move- 
ments were. a  jumble  of  side,  forward,  and  backward.     Still,  the  al- 
ternation of  limb  that  any  consecutive  advance  required,  seemed 
within  the  power  of  the  creature  during  the  first  ten  minutes  of  life. 
Sensation  as  yet  could  be  of  very  little  avail,  and  it  was  evident  that 
action  took  the  start  in  the  animal's  history.     The  eyes  were  wide 
open,  and  light  must  needs  have  entered  to  stimulate  the  brain. 
The  contact  with  the  solid  earth,  and  the  feelings  of  weight  and 
movement,  were  the  earliest  feelings.     In  this  state  of  uncertain 
wandering  with  little  change  of  place,  the  lamb  was  seized  hold  of 
and  carried  up  to  the  side  of  the  mother.     This  made  no  difiVenoe 
till  its  nose  was  brought  into  contact  with  the  woolly  skin  of  the 
dam,  which  originated  a  new  sensation.    Then  came  a  conjunction 
manifestly  of  the  volitional  kind.     There  was  clearly  a  tendency  to 
sustain  this  contact,  tx>  keep  the  nose  rubbing  upon  the  side  and 
belly  of   the  ewe.     Finding    a  certain  movement    to   have    this 
effect,  that  movement  was  sustained ;  exemplifying  what  I  consider 
the  primitive  or  fundamental  part  of  volition.    losing  the  contact, 
there  was  yet  no  power  to  recover  it  by  a  direct  action,  for  the  indi- 
cations of  sight  at  this  stage  had  no  meaning.     The  animaFs  spon- 
taneous irregular  movements  were  continued  ;  for  a  time  they  were 
quite  fruitless,  until  a  chance  contact  came  about  again,  and  this 
contact  could  evidently  sustain  the  posture  or  movement  that  was 
causing  it    The  whole  of  the  first  hour  was  spent  in  these  various 
movements  about  the  mother,  there  being  in  that  short  time    an 
evident  increase  of  facility  in  the  various  acts  of  locomotion,  and  in 
commanding  the  head  m  such  a  way  as  to  keep  up  the  agreeable 
touch.    A  second  hour  was  spent  much  in  the  same  manner,  and  in 
the  course  of  the  third  hour  the  animal,  which  had  been  entirely  left 
to  itself,  came  upon  the  teat,  and  got  this  into  its  mouth.   The  spon- 
taneous workings  of  the  mouth  now  yielded  a  new  sensation,  whereby 
they  were  animated  and  sustained,  and  unexpectedly  the  creature 
found  itself  in  the  possession  of  a  new  pleasure ;  the  satisfaction  first 
of  mouthing  the  object  —  next,  by-and-by,  the  pleasure  of  drawing 
milk ;  the  intensity  of  this  last  feeling  would  doubtless  give  an  in- 
tense spur  to  the  coexisting  movements,  and  keep  them  energeti- 
cally at  work.  ,  A  new  and  grand  impression  was  thus  producedi 
remaining  after  the  fact,  and  stimulating  exertion  and  pursuit  in 
order  to  recover  it. 

*  Six  or  seven  hours  after  birth  the  animal  had  made  notable  pro- 
gress, and  locomotion  was  easy,  the  forward  movement  being  pre- 
ferred but  not  predominant.  The  sensations  of  sight  began  to  have 
a  meaning.  In  less  than  twenty-four  hours  the  animal  could,  at  the 
sight  of  the  mother  ahead,  move  in  the  forward  direction  at  once  to 
come  up  to  her,  showing  that  a  particular  visible  image  had  now 
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been  associated  with  a  definite  movement ;  the  absence  of  any  such 
association  being  most  manifest  in  the  early  movements  of  life.  It 
could  proceed  at  once  to  the  teat  and  suck,  guided  only  bj  its  desire 
and  the  sight  of  the  object.  It  was  now  in  the  full  exercise  of  the 
locomotive  faculty ;  and  very  soon  we  could  see  it  moving  with  the 
nose  along  the  ground  in  contact  with  the  grass,  the  preliminary  of 
seizing  the  blades  in  the  mouth 

*  The  observations  proved  distinctly  three  several  points,  namely, 
first  the  existence  of  spontaneous  action  as  the  earliest  fact  in  the 
creature's  history ;  second,  the  absence  of  any  definite  bent  prior  to 
experienced  sensation ;  and  third,  the  power  of '  a  sensation  actually* 
experienced  to  keep  up  the  coinciding  movement  of  the  time,  thereby 
constituting  a  voluntary  act  in  the  initial  form.  What  was  also 
very  remarkable,  was  the  rate  of  acquisition,  or  the  rapidity  with 
which  all  the  associations  between  sensations  and  actions  became 
fixed.  A  power  that  the  creature  did  not  at  all  possess  naturally, 
got  itself  matured  as  an  acquisition  in  a  few  hours  ;  before  the  end  of 
a  week  the  lamb  was  capable  of  almost  anything  belonging  to  its 
sphere  of  existence ;  and  at  the  lapse  of  a  fortnight,  no  difference  could 
be  seen  between  it  and  the  aged  members  of  the  flock.'    (Pp.  404-6.) 

The  lai^er  half  of  Mr.  Bain's  first  volume  is  occupied  by  the 
exposition  of  Association.  His  exemplification  and  illustration 
of  this  fundamental  phenomenon  of  mind,  in  its  two  varieties — 
adhesive  association  by  contiguity  in  time  or  place,  and  sug- 
gestion by  resemblance  —  are  quite  unexampled  in  richness, 
deamess,  and  comprehensiveness.  The  whole  of  the  intellectu^ 
phenomena,  as  distinguished  from  the  emotional,  he  considers 
as  explicable  by  that  law.  But  to  render  this  possible,  the  law 
must  be  conceived  in  its  utmost  generality.  A^ssociation  is  not 
between  ideas  of  sensation  alone.  The  following  is  the  author's 
statement  of  the  two  laws  of  association,  the  law  of  Contiguity, 
and  that  of  Similarity : — 

*  Actions,  sensations,  and  states  of  feeling,  occurring  together  or  in 
close  succession,  tend  to  grow  together  or  cohere  in  such  a  way  that 
when  any  one  of  them  is  afterwards  presented  to  the  mind,  the  others 
are  apt  to  be  brought  up  in  idea.'  {The  Senses  and  the  Intellect, 
p.  348.) 

*  Present  actions,  sensations,  thoughts,  or  emotions,  tend  to  revive 
their  like  among  previous  impressions.'    (P.  451.) 

One  of  the  leading  features  in  Mr.  Bain's  application  of 
these  laws  to  the  analysis  of  phenomena,  is  the  great  use  he 
makes  of  the  muscular  sensations,  in  explaining  our  impressions 
of,  and  judgments  respecting,  things  physically  external  to  us. 
The  distinction  between  these  sensations  and  those  of  touch,  in 
the  legitimate  sense  of  the  word,  and  the  prominent  part  they 
take  in  the  composition  of  our  ideas  of  resistance  or  solidity. 
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and  extension^  were  first  pointed  out  by  Brown^  and  were  Ikte 
principal  addition  which  be  made  to  the  analytical  ezpo^tion  of 
the  mind.  Mr.  Bain  carries  out  die  idea  to  a  stiU  greater 
length,  and  his  developments  of  it  are  highly  instructive, 
though  he  sometimes^  perhaps,  insists  too  mnch  upon  it^  to  the 
prejudice  of  other  elements  equally  or  more  influentiaL  Thus 
in  his  explanation  of  the  acquired  perception  of  distance  and 
magnitude  by  sights  he  lays  almost  exclusive  stress  <m  the 
sensations  accompanying  the  muscular  movonents  by  which  tiie 
eyes  are  adapted  to  different  distances  from  us,  or  are  made  to 
pass  along  the  lengths  and  breadths  of  visible  objects.  That 
this  is  one  of  the  sources  of  the  acquired  perceptions  of 
sights  cannot  be  doubted ;  but  that  it  is  the  principal  one,  no 
one  will  believe^  who  considers  that  all  the  impression  of  imequal 
distances  from  us  that  a  picture  can  give,  is  produced  not  only 
without  this  particular  indication,  but  in  contradiction  to  it. 
The  signs  by  which  we  nwdnly  judge  are  the  effects  of  per- 
spective^  both  linear  and  aerial ;  in  other  words,  die  diffeieBces 
in  the  actual  picture  made  on  the  retina,  the  imitation  of  which 
constitutes  the  illudon  of  the  painter^s  art,  and  which  we  should 
have  been  glad  to  see  illustrated  by  Mr.  Bain,  as  he  is  so  well 
able  to  do,  instead  of  being  merely  acknowledged  by  a  quota- 
tion in  a  note  (p.  380).  We  regret  that  our  limits  forbid  us  to 
quote  (p.  372-6.)  his  explanation  of  the  mode  whereby,  in  lus 
opinion,  the  feeling  of  resistance,  a  result  of  our  muscular 
sensations,  generates  the  notion,  often  supposed  to  be  instinctive, 
of  an  external  world. 

Kespecting  the  law  of  Association  by  Contiguity,  so  mudi  had 
been  done,  with  such  eminent  ability,  by  former  writers,  that 
this  part  of  Mr.  Bain's  exposition  is  chiefly  original  in  the  pro- 
fuseness  and  minuteness  of  his  illustrations.  To  bring  up  ihe 
theory  of  the  law  of  Similarity  to  the  same  level,  mudi  more 
remained  to  do,  that  law  having  been  rather  unaccountably 
sacrificed  to  the  other  by  some  of  the  Association  psychologists ; 
among  whom  Mr.  James  Mill,  in  his  'Analysb,'  even  endeavoured 
to  resolve  it  into  contiguity ;  an  attempt  which  is  perhaps  the 
most  inconclusive  part  of  that  generally  acute  and  penetrating 
performance,  association  by  resemblance  being,  as  Mr.  Bain  ob- 
serves, presupposed  by,  and  indispensable  to  the  oonoeptkm  of, 
association  by  contiguity.  The  two  kinds  of  association  are 
indeed  so  differaat,  tibat  the  predominance  of  each  gives  rise  to  a 
different  type  of  intellectual  character ;  an  eminent  degree  of 
the  former  constituting  the  inductive  philosopher,  the  poet  and 
artist,  and  the  inventor  and  originator  genendly,  while  adhesive 
association  gives  memory,  mechanical  skill,  facility  of  acquin- 
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tion  m  science  or  bndness^  and  practical  talent  so  far  as  uncon- 
nected with  invention. 

To  the  long  chapters  on  Contignity  and  Similarity,  Mr.  Bain 
subjoins  a  third  on  what  he  terms  Compound  Association; 

*  where  several  threads^  or  a  plurality  of  links  or  bonds  of  con- 
^  nezion,  concur  in  reviving  some  prev^>u8  thought  or  mental 

*  state '  (p.  544.) ;  which  they  consequently  recall  more  vividly^ 
a  part  of  the  subject  too  ^tUe  illustrated  by  former  writers,  and 
which  indndes,  among  many  others,  Ihe  important  heads  of  ^  the 
^singling  out  of  one  among  many  trains,'  and  what  our  author 
aptly  terms  'obstructive  association.'  The  subject  is  con- 
<^ded  by  a  diapter  on  '  Constructive  Assodation,'  analysing  the 
process  hj  whidi  the  mind  forms  '  combinations  or  aggregaites 
^  different  from  any  that  have  been  presented  to  it  in  the  course 

*  of  experience,'  and  showing  tins  to  depend  on  the  same  laws. 
We  are  unable  to  find  room  for  the  smallest  specimen  of  these 
diapters,  which  are  marked  with  our  author's  usual  ability, 
and  fill  up  what  is  partially  a  hiatus  in  most  treatises  on  Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr.  Bain's  exposition  of  the  Emotions  is  not  of  so  analytical  a 
character  as  that  of  the  intellectual  phenomena.  He  considers  it 
necessary,  in  this  department,  to  allow  a  much  greater  range  to  the 
instinctive  portion  of  cur  nature ;  and  has  c^iibited  what  may 
be  termed  the  natural  history  of  the  emotions,  rather  than 
attempted  to  constru(&t  their  philosophy.  It  is  certain  that  the 
attempts  of  the  Association  psychok^ts  to  resolve  the  emotions 
by  association,  have  been  on  the  whole  the  least  sucoessful  part 
of  their  efforts.  One  fatal  imperfection  is  obvious  at  first  nght: 
the  only  part  of  the  phenomenon  which  their  theory  explaias, 
is  the  suggestion  of  an  idea  or  ideas,  either  pleasurable  or  pain- 
ful— that  is,  the  merely  intellectual  part  of  the  emotion ;  whole 
there  is  evidentiy  in  all  our  emotions  an  axnmal  part,  over  and 
above  any  which  naturally  attends  on  the  ideas  considered 
separately,  and  which  these  philosophers  have  passed  without 
any  attempt  at  explanation.  It  is  a  wholly  insumcient  account 
of  Fear,  for  example,  to  resolve  it  into  the  calling  up,  by 
association,  of  the  idea  of  the  dreaded  evil ;  since,  were  tins  all, 
the  physical  manifestations  that  would  follow  would  foe  ibe 
same  in  kind,  and  mostiy  less  in  degree,  than  those  whidi  the 
evil  would  itself  produce  if  actually  experienced ;  whereas,  in 
truth,  they  are  generically  distinct;  the  screams,  groans,  con- 
tortions, &C.,  whidi  (for  example)  intense  bodily  suffering 
produces,  being  altogether  different  phenomena  from  the 
wdl-known  phyncal  effects  and  manifestations  of  the  paanom 
of  terror.    It  is  conceivable  that  a  scientific  theory  of  Fear  may 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


310  Bain's  Psychology.  Oct. 

one  day  be  constructed,  but  it  must  evidently  be  the  work  of 
physiologists,  not  of  metaphysicians.  The  proper  office  of  the 
law  of  association  in  connexion  with  it,  is  to  account  for  the 
transfer  of  the  passion  to  objects  which  do  not  naturally  excite 
it.  We  all  know  how  easily  any  object  may  be  rendered 
dreadful  by  association,  as  exemplified  by  the  tremendous  effect 
of  nurses'  stories  in  generating  artificial  terrors. 

We  must  not,  therefore,  expect  to  find  in  the  half  volume 
which  Mr.  Bain  has  dedicated  to  this  subject,  any  attempt  at  a 
general  analysis  of  the  emotions.  He  has  not  even  (except  in 
one  important  case,  to  which  we  shall  presently  advert,)  entered^ 
with  the  ftdness  which  belongs  to  his  plan,  and  which  marks  the 
execution  of  every  other  part  of  it^  into  the  important  inquiry, 
how  far  some  emotions  are  compounded  out  of  others.     He 

S'ves  a  general  indication  of  his  opinion  on  the  point ;  but  his 
ustrations  of  it  are  scattered,  and  mostly  incidentoL     He  has, 
however,  written  the  natural  history  of  the  emotions  Tif  ith  great 
felicity,  in  a  manner  at  once  scientific  and  popular ;  insomuch 
that  this  part  of  his  work  presents  attractions  even  to  the  un- 
scientific reader.     Mr.  Bain's  classification  of  the  emotions  is 
different  from,  and  more  comprehensive  than,  any  other  which 
we  have  met  with.     He  begins  with  ^the  feelings  connected 
'  with  the  free  vent  of  emotion  in  general,  and  with  the  opposite 
'  case  of  restrained  or  obstructed  outburst ;'  the  feeUngs,  in 
short,  of  liberty  or  restraint  in  the  utterance  of  emotion ;  which 
he  regards  as  themselves  emotions,  and  entitled,  on  account  of 
their  superior  generality,  *to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
catalogue.     He  next  proceeds  to  one  of  the  simplest  as  well  as 
most  universal  of  our  emotions — Wonder.     The  third  on  his 
list  is  Terror.     The  fourth  is  ^  the  extensive  group  of  feelings 
^implied  under  the  title  of  the  Tender  Affections.'    The  con- 
sideration of  these  feelings  is  by  most  writers  blended  with  that 
of  Sympathy ;  which  is  carefully  distinguished  from  them  by  our 
author,  and  treated  separately,  not  as  an  emotion,  but  as  the 
capacity  of  taking  on  the  emotions,  or  mental  states  generally, 
of  others.     A  character  may  possess  tenderness  without  being 
at  all  sympathetic,  as  is  the  case  with  many  selfish  sentimen- 
talists ;  and  the  converse,  though  not  equally  common,  is  equally 
in  human  nature.     From  these  he  passes  to  a  group  which  he 
designates  by  the  title.  Emotions  of  Self:  induding  Self-esteem, 
or  Self-complacency,  in  its  various  forms  of  Conceit,  Pride, 
Vanity,  &c.,  which  he  regards  as  cases  of  the  emotions  of  tender- 
ness directed  towards  self,  and  has  largely  illustrated  this  view 
of  them.    The  sixth  class  is  the  emotions  connected  with  Power. 
The  seventh  is  the  Irascible  Emotions.     The  eighth  is  a  group 
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not  biiherto  brought  forward  into  sufficient  prominence^  the 
emotions  connected  with  Action.  '  Besides  the  pleasures  and 
^  pains  of  Exercise,  and  the  gratification  of  succeeding  in  an  end, 
^with  the  opposite  mortification  of  missing  what  is  laboured 
^  for^  there  is  in  the  attitude  of  pursuit,  a  peculiar  state  of  mind^ 
^  80  far  agreeable  in  itself^  that  fSactitious  occupations  are  insti- 
^tuted  to  bring  it  into  play.  When  I  use  the  term  plot-interest, 
*  the  character  of  the  situation  alluded  to  will  be  suggested  with 
'  tolerable  distinctness.'  This  grouping  together  of  the  emotions 
of  huntings  of  games^  of  intrigue  of  all  sorts,  and  of  novel- 
reading,  with  l£ose  of  an  active  career  in  life,  seems  to  us 
equally  original  and  philosophical.  The  ninth  class  consists  of 
the  emotions  caused  by  the  operations  of  the  Intellect.  The 
tenth  is  the  group  of  feelings  connected  with  the  Beautiful. 
Eleventh  and  last,  comes  the  Moral  Sense. 

Of  these,  the  four  first  are  regarded  by  Mr.  Bain  as  original 
elements  of  our  nature,  having  their  root  in  the  constitution  of 
the  nervous  system,  and  not  explicable  psychologically.  The 
remaining  seven  he  considers  as  generated  by  association  from 
these  four,  with  the  aid  of  certain  combinations  of  circum* 
stances.  Though,  as  already  remarked,  he  does  not  discuss  this 
question  in  the  express  and  systematic  manner  which  his  general 
scheme  would  appear  to  require,  he  has  said  many  things  which 
throw  a  valuable  light  on  it,  together  with  some  which  we  con- 
sider questionable.  But  we  still  desiderate  an  analytical  philo- 
sophy of  the  emotional,  like  that  which  he  has  furnished  of  the 
intellectual,  part  of  our  constitution.  Much  of  the  material  is 
ready  to  his  hand,  and  only  requires  co-ordination  under  the 
universal  law  of  mind  which  he  has  so  well  expounded.  For 
example,  the  most  complicated  of  all  his  eleven  classes,  the 
esthetic  group  of  emotions,  has  been  analysed  to  within  a  single 
step  of  the  ultimate  principle,  by  thinkers  who  did  not  see,  and 
would  not  have  accepted,  the  one  step  which  remained.  Mr. 
Buskin  would  probably  be  much  astonished  were  he  to  find 
himself  held  up  as  one  of  the  principal  apostles  of  the  Associa- 
tion Philosophy  in  Art.  Yet,  m  one  of  the  most  remarkable  of 
his  writings,  the  second  volume  of  ^  Modem  Painters,'  he  aims 
at  establi^mg,  by  a  large  induction  and  a  searching  analysis, 
that  all  things  are  beautiful  (or  sublime)  which  powerfully 
recall,  and  none  but  those  whicn  recall,  one  or  more  of  a  certain 
series  of  elevating  or  delightful  thoughts.  It  is  true  that  in 
this  coincidence  Mr.  Buskm  does  not  recognise  causation,  but 
r^ards  it  as  a  pre-established  harmony,  ordained  by  the  Creator, 
between  our  feelings  of  the  Beautiful  and  certain  ^rand  or  lovely 
ideas.  Others,however,  will  be  inclined  to  see  in  this  phenomenon. 
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not  an  arbitrary  dispensation  of  Providence,  which  might  have 
been  other  than  it  is,  but  a  case  of  the  mental  chemistry  bo  oftoi 
spoken  of;  and  will  think  it  more  in  accordance  with  sound 
methods  of  philosophizing  to  belieyCy  tiiat  the  great  ideas,  so 
well  recognised  by  Mr.  Buskin,  when  they  have  sunk  suffi- 
ciently deep  into  our  nervous  sensibility,  actually  generate,  by 
composition  with  one  another  and  with  other  elements,  iSod 
ssthedc  feelings  which  so  nicely  correspond  to  them. 

The  last  of  our  author's  eleven  classes,  that  (tf  Moral  Emotion, 
is  the  only  one  on  which,  in  relation  to  the  problem  of  its  com- 
podticm,  he  puts  forth  his  whole  strength.  Hie  question 
whether  the  moral  feelings  are  intuitive  or  acquired— a  point  ao 
often  and  so  warmly  contested  between  the  rival  schools  of 
Psychology — has  never  before,  we  think,  bcOTi  so  well  or  ao 
fiilly  argued  on  the  anti-intuitive  side.  This  masterly  diapt^ 
would  serve  better  than  any  other  to  give  a  correct  idea  of  Mr. 
Bain's  philosophical  capacity  and  turn  of  mind ;  but,  uo£or- 
'tonately,  either  extracts  or  an  abridgment  would  do  it  injustioe, 
as  they  would  impair  the  argument  by  mutilating  it  Mr. 
Bain's  theory  is,  that  the  moi^  emotions  are  of  an  extremely 
complicated  diaracter;  a  compound,  into  which  the  social 
affections,  and  sympathy  (which  is  a  different  thing  from  tbe 
social  affections)  enter  largely,  as  well  as,  in  many  cases,  the 
almost  equally  common  fact  of  disinterested  antipathy.  Butliie 
peculiar  feeling  of  obligation  included  in  the  moral  sentiment, 
Mr.  Bain  regards  as  wholly  created  by  external  authority.  He 
considers  this  character  as  impressed  upon  the  feeling  entirely 
by  the  idea  of  punii^unent  The  purely  di^nttoested  character 
which  the  feeling  assumes  after  appropriate  cultivation,  be 
holds  to  be  one  of  the  numerous  instances  of  a  feeling,  tranii- 
ferred  by  association  to  objects  not  containing  in  themselTes 
that  which  originally  excited  it.  This  geneiul  conception  of 
the  origin  of  the  moral  sentiment  is  nothing  new ;  but  there  is 
considerable  novelty,  as  well  as  ability,  in  the  mode  in  which  it 
is  worked  out :  and  without,  on  the  present  occasion,  expreaein^ 
any  opinion  on  this  vexata  qucBStiOy  we  can  safely  recommend 
Mr.  Bain's  dissertation  to  the  special  study  of  those  who  widi 
to  know  the  theory  entertained  on  this  subject  by  the  Assodaticm 
school,  and  the  best  which  they  have  to  say  in  its  support. 

From  the  Emotions,  Mr«  Bain  proceeds  to  the  Will ;  and  if,  on 
the  former  subject,  the  reader  who  has  previously  gone  through 
Mr.  Bain's  first  volume  finds  less  of  psydiolc^icu  analysis  than 
he  probably  expected,  such  a  complaint  will  not  be  made  on  the 
topic  which  succeeds.  By  no  previous  psychologist  has  the  Voli- 
tional part  of  our  nature  been  gone  into  with  such  minute  detvl. 
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and  the  whole  of  the  phenomena  connected  with  it  set  forth  and 
analysed  with  such  fulnefle  and  each  grasp  of  the  subject.     We 
have  already  stated  the  view  taken  by  our  author  of  the  origin^ 
or  first  germ,  of  our  voluntary  powers,  which  he  conceives  to  be 
grounded,  first,  on  ^  the  existence  of  a  spontaneous  tendency  to 
^  execute  movements  independent  of  the  stimulus  of  sensatiums 
<  or  feelings ;'  and,  secondly,  of  a  power  to  detain  and  prohmg, 
or  to  abate  and  discontinue,  a  present  movement,  under  the 
etimiilus  of  a  present  pleasure  or  pain.     K  this  be  correct,  the 
original  power  of  the  will  over  our  muscles  is  much  the  same 
in  extent,  as  it  is  and  always  remains  over  our  thoughts  and 
feefings ;  for  over  them,  the  only  direct  power  we  have  is  that  of 
detaining  them  before  the  mind,  or  (it  would  perhaps  be  more 
correct  to  say)  of  producing  any  number  of  immediate  mental 
repetitions  of  them,  which  is  the  meaning  of    what  we  call 
Attention.     Through  ten  successive  chapters  Mr.  Bain  expands 
and  applies  this  idea,  showing  how,  in  his  belief  all  the  pheno- 
mena of  volition  are  erected  by  Association  on  this  original  basis. 
The  titles  of  some  of  iknb  chapters  and  sections  will  show  the 
comprehensiveness  of  the  scheme: — The  Spontaneity  of  Move- 
ment; Link  of  Feeling  and  Action;  Growth  of  Voluntjuy  Power; 
Control  of  Feelings  and  Thoughts;  Motives  or  Ends;  the  Conflict 
of  Motives;  Deliberation,  Resolution,  Efibrt;  Desire ;  the  Moral 
Habits ;  Prudence,  Duty,  Moral  Inability.     It  is  only  in  the 
eleventh  diapter,  after  the  analysis  of  the  phenomena  is  com- 
pleted, that  the  author  encounters  the  question  which  usually, 
in  the  writings  of  metaphysicians,  usurps  nearly  all  the  space 
devoted  to  the  phenomena  of  Will :  we  need  hardly  say  that  we 
refer  to  the  Free- Will  controversy.  Mr,  Bain  is  of  opinion  that 
the  terms  Freedom  and  Necessity  are  both  equally  inapproprii&te, 
equally  calculated  to  give  a  fiilse  view  of  the  phenomena.     He* 
thinks  the  word  Necessity  ^nothing  short  of  an  incumbrance' 
in  the  sdences  generally.     But  he  adheres,  in  an  unqualified 
manner,  to  the  universality  of  the  law  of  Cause  and  Effect,  or  the 
unifomuty  of  sequence  in  natural  phenomena,  to  which  he  does 
not  think  that  the  determinations  of  the  will  are  in  any  muiner 
an  exception.    H^   holds    that  men's  volitions  and  voluntary 
actions  might  be  as  certainly  predicted,  by  any  one  who  was 
aware  of  the  state  of  the  psychological  agencies  operating  in 
the  case,  as  any  class  of  physical  phenomena  may  be  predicted 
from  causes  in  operation.     We  quote,  not  as  the  best  passage, 
but  as  the  one  which  best  admits  of  extraction,  a  portion  of  the 
controversial  part  of  this   chapter^  b^iog  that  in   which  the 
author  examines  the  appeal  made  to  consciousness  as  an  infal- 
lible criterion  in  all  psyohcdogical  difficulties : — 
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^  A  bold  appeal  is  made  by  some  writers  to  our  conscioasnesa^  as 
testifjdng  in  a  manner  not  to  be  disputed  the  liberty  of  the  wilL 
Consciousness,  it  is  said,  is  our  ultimate  and  infallible  criterion  of 
truth.  To  affirm  it  erring,  or  mendacious,  would  be  to  destroy  the 
very  possibility  of  certain  knowledge,  and  even  to  impugn  the 
character  of  the  Deity.  Now  this  infallible  witness,  we  are  told,  at- 
tests that  man  is  free,  wherefore  the  thing  mustbe  so.  The  respec- 
tability and  number  of  those  that  have  made  use  of  this  argument 
compel  me  to  examine  it  I  confess  that  I  find  no  cogency  in  it.  As 
usual,  there  is  a  double  sense  in  the  principal  term,  giving  origin  to  a 

potent  fallacy For  the  purpose  now  in  view,  the  word 

[consciousness]  implies  the  knowledge  that  we  have  of  the  successive 
phases  of  our  own  mind.  We  feel,  think,  and  act,  and  know  that  we 
do  so ;  we  can  remember  a  whole  train  of  mental  phenomena  mixed 
up  of  these  various  elements.  The  order  of  succession  of  our  feelings^ 
thoughts,  and  actions  is  a  part  of  our  information  respecting  ourselves, 
and  we  can  possess  a  larger  or  a  smaller  amount  of  such  information, 
and,  as  is  the  case  with  other  matters,  we  may  have  it  in  a  very  loose 
or  in  a  very  strict  and  accurate  shape.  The  mass  of  people  are  ex* 
ceedingly  careless  about  the  study  of  mental  coexistences  and  succes- 
sions ;  the  laws  of  mind  are  not  understood  by  them  with  anything 
like  accuracy.  Consciousness,  in  this  sense,  resembles  observation  . 
as  regards  ihQ  world.  By  means  of  the  senses,  we  take  in,  and  store 
up,  impressions  of  natural  objects,  —  stars*  mountains,  rivers,  plants, 
animals,  cities,  and  the  works  and  ways  of  human  beings,  —  and  ac- 
cording to  our  opportunities,  ability,  and  disposition,  we  have  in  our 
memory  a  greater  or  less  number  of  those  impressions,  and  in  greater 
or  less  precision.  Clearly,  however,  there  is  no  infallibility  in  what 
we  know  by  either  of  these  modes,  by  consciousness  as  regards 
thoughts  and  feelings,  or  by  observation  as  regards  external  nature; 
on  the  contrary  there  is  a  very  large  amount  of  fallibility,  fallacy, 
and  falsehood,  in  both  the  one  and  the  other,  l^iscrepancy  between 
the  observations  of  different  men  upon  the  same  matter  of  fact,  is  a 
frequent  circumstance,  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception.  .  .  . 
If  such  be  the  case  with  the  objects  of  the  external  senses,  what 
reason  is  there  to  suppose  that  the  cognisance  of  the  mental  opera- 
tions should  have  a  special  and  exceptional  accuracy  ?  Is  it  true  that 
this  cognisance  has  the  definiteness  belonging  to  the  property  of 
extension  in  the  outer  world  ?  Very  far  from  it ;  the  discrepancy 
of  different  men's  renderings  of  the  human  mind  is  so  pronounced, 
that  we  cannot  attribute  it  to  the  difference  of  the  thing  looked  at, 
we  must  refer  it  to  the  imperfection  in  the  manner  of  taking  cogni- 
sance. If  there  were  any  infallible  introspective  faculty  of  consci- 
ousness, we  ought  at  least  to  have  had  some  one  region  of  mental 
facts  where  all  men  were  perfectly  agreed.  The  region  so  favoured 
must  of  necessity  be  the  part  of  mind  that  could  not  belong  to  meta- 
physics ;  there  being  nothing  from  the  beginning  to  controvert  or  to 
look  at  in  two  ways,  theris  could  be  no  scope  for  metaphysical  disqui- 
sition. The  existence  of  metaphysics,  as  an  embarrassing  study,  or 
field  of  inquiry,  is  incompatible  with  an  unerring  consciousness.' 
(  The  Emotions  and  the  Will,  pp.  556,  557.) 
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Mr.  Bain  then  proceeds  to  show^  but  at  too  much  length  for 
quotation,  that  the  only  fact  testified  to  by  any  person's  conscious- 
ness is  an  instantaneous  fact — 'the  state  of  his  or  her  own  feelings 
*  at  any  one  moment:'  that  when  the  person  proceeds  to  speak 
of  a  past,  and  merely  remembered  feeling,  fallibility  begins:  that 
when  he  speaks  of  sequences,  and  the  law  of  a  feeling,  even  in 
hin^pelf,  much  more  in  mankind  generally,  he  transcends  the  do- 
minion of  consciousness  altogether,  and  enters  on  that  of  obser- 
vation^ which,  whether  introspective  or  external,  is  subject  to  a 
thousand  errors.  Now  the  free-will  question  is  emphatically  one 
of  law^  and  can  be  determined  only  by  deep  philosophizing,  not 
by  a  brief  appeal  to  the  fancies  of  an  individual  concerning  him- 
self. A  man's  consciousness  can  no  more  inform  him  what  laws 
his  volitions  secretly  obey,  than  his  senses,  when  he  beholds  fall- 
ing bodies,  furnish  him  with  the  corresponding  information  re- 
specting the  law  of  gravitation. 

The  work  concludes  with  two  chapters  on  special  subjects,  the 
one  on  Belief,  the  other  on  Consciousness;  subjects  discussed 
s^)arately,  and  in  the  last  stage  of  the  exposition,  in  consequence 
of  the  peculiar  view  taken  of  them  by  Mr.  Bain^  which  differs 
from  that  of  all  previous  metaphysicians. 

Belief  is,  of  all  the  phenomena  usually  classed  as  intellectual^ 
that  which  the  Association  psychologists  have  hitherto  been  the 
least  successful  in  analysing ;  though  it  has  given  occasion  to 
some  able  and  highly  instructive  illustrations,  by  Mr.  James 
Mill  and  Mr.  Herbert  Spencer,  of  the  power  of  indissoluble 
as80<nation.  But  the  opinion  which  these  authors  have  ad- 
vanced^ that  belief  is  nothing  but  an  indissoluble  association 
between  two  ideas,  seems  an  inadequate  solution  of  the  problem ; 
because^  in  the  first  place,  if  the  fact  ^were  so,  belief  itself  must 
always  be  indissoluble ;  which^  evidently,  it  is  not ;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  one  does  not  see  what,  on  this  theory,  is  the  dif- 
ference between  believing  the  affirmative  and  the  negative  of  a 
proposition,  since  in  either  case  (if  the  theory  be  true),  the  idea 
expressed  by  the  subject  of  the  proposition  must  inseparably  and 
irresistibly  recall  the  idea  expressed  by  the  predicate.  The 
doctrine  of  these  philosophers  would  have  been  irrefragable,  had 
they  limited  it  to  affirming  that  an  indissoluble  association  (or 
let  us  rather  say,  an  association  for  the  present  irresistible)^ 
usually  commands  belief;  that  when  such  an  association  exists 
between  two  ideas,  the  mind,  especially  if  destitute  of  scientific 
•culture,  has  great  difficulty  in  not  believing  that  there  is  a  con- 
stancy of  connexion  between  the  corresponding  phenomena, 
considered  as  £&cts  in  nature.  But  even  in  the  strongest  cases 
of  this  description,  a  mind  exercised  in  abstract  speculation  can 
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n^ect  the  belief^  though  unable  to  get  over  the  asaodadon.  A 
Berkleian,  for  example^  does  not  believe  in  the  real  existence  of 
matter,  though  the  idea  is  exeited  in  his  mind  hj  his  mnacnlur 
sensations  as  irresistibly  as  in  other  people. 

Mr*  Bidn's  opinion  i%  that  the  diffieulty  experienced  by  the 
Association  psychologists  in  giving  an  account  of  Belid^y  and 
the  insujfficient  analysis  with  which  they  have  contented  thtm- 
selves,  arise  from  their  looking  at  Belief  too  ezdiwvely  as  an 
intellectual  phenomenon,  and  disregarding  the  existence  in  it  of 
an  active  element.  His  doctrine  is  that  Belief  has  no  meaaing, 
except  in  reference  to  our  actions ;  that  the  distinctive  chaiao- 
teristic  oi  Belief  is  that  it  commands  our  wilL 

'  An  intellectual  notion  or  conception  is  indispensable  to  the  act  of 
beEeving ;  but  no  mere  conception  that  does  not  directly  or  indirectly 
implicate  our  voluntary  exerti<Hi8,  can  evar  amount  to  the  state  in 
question/  (P.  568.)  '  The  primordial  £orm  of  belief  is  expectatum  of 
some  contingent  future,  about  to  follow  on  an  action.  Wherever  any 
creature  is  found  performing  an  action,  indifferent  in  itsdf,  with  a 
view  to  some  end,  and  adhering  to  that  action  with  the  same  ene^y 
that  would  be  manifested  under  the  actual  fruition  of  the  end,  we  say 
that  the  animal  possesses  confidence,  or  belief,  in  the  sequence  of  two 
different  things,  or  in  a  certain  arrangement  of  nature,  whereby  one 
phenomenon  succeeds  to  another.  The  glistening  surface  of  a  pool 
or  rivulet,  i^pearing  to  the  eye,  can  give  no  satisfaction  to  the  agonies 
of  thirst ;  but  sudi  is  the  firm  connexion  established  in  the  mind  of 
man  and  beast  between  the  two  properties  of  the  same  object,  that 
the  appearance  to'  the  eye  fires  the  energies  of  pursuit  no  less  strongly 
than  the  actual  contact  with  the  alimentary  surface.  An  alliance  so 
formed  is  a  genuine  example  of  the  condition  of  belief.'  (Pp.  669, 670.) 

No  one  will  dispute  that  ^  the  genuineness  of  the  state  of 
*  belief  is  tested  by  the  control  of  the  actions.'  (P.  570.)  If  we 
really  believe  a  statement,  we  are  willing  to  commit  ourselves 
in  conduct  on  the  prospect  of  finding  the  result  accord  with  our 
belief.  And  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  this  command  over  the 
actions,  which  gives  all  its  importance  to  that  particular  state  of 
mind,  and  leads  to  its  being  named  and  daesed  separately.  Yet 
the  question  remains,  what  is  that  state  of  mind  2  The  action 
which  follows  is  not  the  belief  itself,  but  a  consequence  of  the 
belief.  Where  there  is  an  effect  to  be  accounted  for,  there  most 
be  something  in  the  cause  to  account  for  it.  Since  the  willing- 
ness to  commit  ourselves  in  conduct  occurs  in  some  cases,  and 
does  not  occur  in  others^  there  must  be  some  diff^ence  between 
the  former  set  o£  cases  and  the  latter,  as  regards  l^e  antecedent 
phenomena.  What  is  this  difference  ?  According  to  Mr.  Bain, 
it  does  not  lie  in  the  strength  of  the  tie  of  aseodation  between 
the  ideas  of  the  facts  conceived. 
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^  I  ean  miagine  the  mind  receiying  an  impression  of  co-existence 
or  seqnenoe,  such  as  the  coincidence  of  relish  with  an  apple>  or  other 
object  of  food ;  and  this  impression  repeated  until»  on  the  principle  of 
association,  the  one  shall,  without  fail,  at  any  time  suggest  the  other  ; 
and  yet  nothing  done  in  consequence,  no  practical  effect  given  to 
the  coincidence.  I  do  not  know  any  purely  intellectual  property 
that  would  give  to  an  associated  couple  the  character  of  an  article 
of  belief;  but  there  is  that  in  the  volitional  prcMnptings  which 
seises  hold  of  any  indication  leading  to  an  end,  and  abides  by  such 
instrumentality  if  it  is  found  to  answer.  Nay  more,  there  is  the  ten- 
dency to  go  beyond  the  actual  experience,  and  not  to  desist  until  the 
occurrence  of  a  positive  failure  or  check.  So  that  the  mere  repetition 
of  an  intellectual  impress  would  not  amount  to  a  conviction  without 
thie  active  element,  which,  although  the  source  of  many  errors,  is  in- 
dispensable to  the  mental  condition  of  belief.  The  legitimate  course 
is  to  let  experience  be  the  ciMrector  of  all  the  primitive  impulses ;  to 
take  warning  by  werj  failure,  and  to  reeognise  no  other  canon  of 

validity. We  find  after  trials,  that  there  is  such  a  uniformity 

in  nature  as  enables  us  to  presume  that  an  event  happening  to-day 
will  happen  also  to-morrow,  if  we  can  only  be  sure  that  all  the  cir- 
cumstances are  exactly  the  same. It  is  part  of  the  intuitive 

tendencies  of  the  mind  to  generalise  in  this  way ;  bnt  these  tendencies, 
being  as  often  wrong  as  right,  have  no  validity  in  themselves;  and  the 
real  aathority  is  experience.  The  long  series  of  trials  made  since  the 
beginning  of  observation,  has  shown  how  far  such  inferences  can 
safely  be  carried ;  and  we  are  now  in  possession  of  a  body  of  rules,  in 
harmony  with  the  actual  course  of  nature,  for  guiding  us  in  carrying 
on  tiiese  operations.'    (Pp.  585,  686.) 

So  that,  after  all,  Mr.  Bain  regards  belief  as  a  case  of '  intui- 
*tive  tendency  ;*  but  not  a  case  sui  generis.  He  considers  it  as 
included  under  the  general  law  of  Volition.  The  spontaneous 
activity  of  the  bnun,.  combined  with  the  original  property  in- 
herent in  a  painful  or  pleasurable  stimulus^  makes  us  seize  and 
detun  all  muscular  actions  which  of  themselves,  and  directly, 
bring  dieasure  or  relief;  those  actions,  in  consequence,  become, 
througn  the  law  of  association,  producible  by  means  of  our  ideas 
of  pleasure  or  pain ;  and  it  is,  in  the  author's  view,  by  an  ex- 
tension of  the  same  general  phenomenon,  that  actions  which 
only  remotely,  apd  after  a  certain  delay,  attain  our  ends,  come 
similarly  under  the  command  of  our  ideas  of  those  ends.  When 
this  command  is  established,  then,  according  to  him,  the  phe- 
nomenon. Belief,  has  taken  place ;  namely,  belief  in  the  eflScacy 
of  the  action  to  promote  the  end.  This  is  our  author's  theory 
of  Belief.  An  obvious  objection  to  it  is,  that  we  entertain 
beliefs  respe(5ting  matters  in  r^ard  to  which  we  have  no  wishes, 
and  which  have  no  connexion  with  any  of  our  ends.  But  to 
diis  Mr.  Bain  answers  (and  his  answer  is  just),  that  in  such 
cases  there  is  always  a  latent  imagination  that  we  might  have 
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some  object  at  stake  on  the  reality  of  the  fact  we  believe,  and  a 
feeling  that  if  we  had,  we  should  go  forward  confidently  in  the 
pursuit  of  any  such  object.  We  quote  the  following  passage 
for  the  practical  lesson  conveyed  in  it : — 

<  A  single  trial,  that  nothing  has  ever  happened  to  impugn,  is  able 
of  itself  to  leave  a  conviction  sufficient  to  induce  reliance  under 
ordinary  circumstances.  It  is  the  active  prompting  of  the  mind 
itself  that  instigates,  and  in  fact  constitutes,  the  helieving  temper ; 
unbelief  is  an  after  product,  and  not  the  primitive  tendency.  Indeed, 
we  may  say,  that*  the  inborn  energy  of  the  brain  gives  faith,  and 

experience  scepticism We  must  treat  it  [belief|  as  a 

strong  primitive  manifestation,  derived  from  the  natural  activity  of 
the  system,  and  taking  its  direction  and  ratification  from  experience. 
The  ^'  anticipation  of  nature,"  so  strenuously  repudiated  by  Bacon,  is 
the  offspring  of  this  characteristic  of  the  mental  system.  In  the  haste 
to  «ct,  while  the  indications  imbibed  from  contact  with  the  world  are 
still  scanty,  we  are  sure  to  extend  the  application  of  actual  trials  a 
great  deal  too  far,  producing  such  results  as  have  just  been  named. 
With  the  active  tendency  at  its  maximum,  and  the  exercise  of  intel- 
ligence and  acquired  knowledge  at  the  minimum,  there  can  issue 
nothing  but  a  quantity  of  rash  enterprises.     That  these  are  believed 

in,  we  know  from  the  very  fact  that  they  are  undertaken 

The  respectable  name  '<  generalisation,"  implpng  the  best  products 
of  enlightened  scientific  research,  has  also  a  different  meaning,  ex- 
pressing one  of  the  most  erroneous  impulses  and  crudest  determina- 
tions of  untutored  human  nature.  To  extend  some  familiar  and 
narrow  experience,  so  as  to  comprehend  cases  most  distant,  is  a 
piece  of  mere  reckless  instinct,  demanding  the  severest  discipline  for 

its  correction Sound  belief,  instead  of  being  a  pacific 

and  gentle  growth,  is  in  reality  the  battering  of  a  series  of  strong- 
holds, the. conquering  of  a  country  in  hostile  occupation.  This  is  a 
fact  common  both  to  the  individual  and  to  the  race.  .  .  .  The 
only  thing  for  mental  philosophy  to  do  on  such  a  subject,  is  to  repre* 
sent,  as  simply  and  clearly  as  possible,  those  original  properties  of  our 
constitution  that  are  chargeable  with  such  wide-spread  phenomena. 
It  will  probably  be  long  ere  the  last  of  the  delusions  attributable  to 
this  method  of  believing  first  and  proving  afterwards  can  be  eradicated 
from  humanity.  For  although  all  those  primitive  impressions  that 
find  a  speedy  contradiction  in  realities  from  which  we  cannot  escape, 
cease  to  exercise  their  sway  after  a  time,  there  are  other  cases  less 
open  to  correction,  and  remaining  to  the  last  as  portions  of  our 
creed.*    (P.  582-4.) 

It  is  assuredly  a  strange  anomaly.,  that  so  many  authors,  afier 
having  applied  the  whole  force  of  their  intellects  to  prove  the 
existence  in  the  human  mind  of  intellectual  or  moral  instincts, 
proceed,  without  any  argument  at  all,  to  legitimate  and  con- 
secrate everything  which  those  instincts  prompt,  as  if  an 
instinct  never  comd  go  astray ;  a  consecration  not  usually  ex- 
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tended  to  oar  physical  instincts,  though  even  there  we  often 
notice  a  certain  tendency  in  the  same  direction,  not  sufficient  to 
persuade  when  there  is  no  predisposition  to  believe,  but  amount- 
ing to  a  considerable  makeweight  to  weak  arguments  on  the 
side  of  an  existing  prepossession.  This  grave  philosophical, 
leading  to  still  graver  practical  error,  is  always  (as  in  the  passage 
quoted)  duly  rebuked  by  the  author.  As  a  portion,  however, 
of  the  theory  of  Belief,  we  desiderate  a  more  Complete  analysis 
of  the  psychological  process  by  which  ulterior  experience,  or  a 
more  correct  interpretation  of  experience,  modifies  the  original 
tendency  so  powerfully  described  by  the  author,  and  subdues 
belief  into  subordination  and  due  proportion  to  evidence. 

It  only  remains  to  speak  of  Mr.  Bain's  theory  of  Conscious- 
ness, which  is  the  subject  of  his  final  chapter.  He  regards  it 
as  being  simply  the  same  thing  with  discrimination  of  difference. 
Consciousness  is  only  awakened  by  the  shock  of  the  transition 
from  one  physical  or  mental  state  to  another.  Hobbes  had  re- 
marked>  that  if  any  one  n\ode  of  sensation  or  feeling  were 
always  present,  we  should  probably  be  unconscious  of  its 
existence. 

*  There  are  notable  examples  to  show  that  one  unvarjdng  action 
upon  the  senses  fails  to  give  any  perception  whatever.  Take  the 
motion  of  the  earth  about  its  axis,  and  through  space^  whereby  we 
are  whirled  with  immense  velocity,  but  at  a  uniform  pace,  being 
utterly  insensible  of  the  circumstance.  So  in  a  ship  at  sea,  we  may 
be  under  the  same  insensibility,  whereas  in  a  carriage  we  never  lose 
the  feeling  of  being  moved.  The  explanation  is  obvious.  It  is  the 
change  from  rest  to  motion  that  awakens  our  sensibility,  and  con- 
versely from  motion  to  rest.  A  uniform  condition  as  respects  either 
state  is  devoid  of  any  quickening  influence  on  the  mind.  Another 
illustration  is  supplied  by  the  pressure  of  the  air  on  the  surface  of  the 
body.  Here  we  have  an  exceedingly  powerful  effect  upon  one  of  the 
special  senses.  The  skin  is  under  an  influence  exactly  of  that  nature 
that  wakens  the  feeling  of  touch,  but  no  feeling  comes.  Withdraw 
any  portion  of  the  pressure,  as  in  mounting  in  a  balloon^  and  sensibility 
is  developed.  A  constant  impression  is  thus  to  the  mind  the  same  as 
a  blank.  Our  partial  unconsciousness  as  to  our  clothing  is  connected 
with  the  constancy  of  the  object.  The  smallest  change  at  any  time 
makes  us  sensible  or  awake  to  the  contact.  If  there  were  some  one 
sound,  of  unvarying  tone  and  unremitted  continuance,  falling  on  the 
ear  from  the  first  moment  of  life  to  the  last,  we  should  be  as  un- 
conscious of  the  existence  of  that  influence  as  we  are  of  the  pressure 
of  the  air.  Such  a  sonorous  agency  would  utterly  escape  the  know- 
ledge of  mankind,  until,  as  in  the  other  case,  some  accident,  or  some 
diifeovery  in  experimental  philosophy,  had  enabled  them  to  suspend 
or  change  the  degree  of  the  impression  made  by  it.  Except  under 
special  circumstances,  we  are  unconscious  of  our  dwn  weight,  which 
fact  nevertheless  can  never  be  absent.  It  is  thus  that  agencies  might 
VOL.  ex.   NO.  CCXXIV.  .   Y 
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exist  without  being  perceived  ;  remission  or  change  being  a  primarj 
condition  of  our  sensibilitj.  It  might  seem  somewhat  difficult  to 
imagine  us  altogether  insensitive  to  such  an  influence  as  light  and 
colour ;  and  jet  if  some  one  hue  had  been  present  on  the  retina  from 
the  commencement  of  life,  we  should  incontestably  have  been  utterly 
blind  as  far  as  that  was  concerned/  {The  Emotions  and  the  Wuly 
pp.  615,  616.) 

"We  perceive  (in  short)  or  are  conscioos  of,  nothing  but 
changes,  or  events*  Consciousness  partakes  always  of  the  nature 
of  surprise. 

Following  out  this  line  of  thought,  Mr.  Bain  regards  know- 
ledge as  virtually  synonymous  with  consciousness,  and  points 
out  that  we  never  have  knowledge  of  one  thing  by  itself. 
Knowing  a  thing,  means  recc^nising  the  differences  or  agree- 
ments between  that  thing  and  another  or  others. 

*  To  know  a  thing,  is  to  feel  it  in  juxtaposition  with  some  other 
thing  differing  from  it  or  agreeing  with  it.  To  be  simply  impressed 
with  a  sights  sound,  or  touch,  is  not  to  know  anything  in  the  proper 
sense  of  the  word ;  knowledge  begins  when  we  recognise  other 
things  in  the  way  of  comparison  with  the  one.  My  knowledge  of 
redness  is  my  comparison  of  this  one  sensation  with  a  numlnBr  of 
others  differing  from  or  agreeing  with  it ;  and  as  I  extend  those 
comparisons,  I  extend  that  knowledge.  An  absolute  redness  per  se^ 
like  an  unvarying  pressure,  would  escape  cognition ;  for  supposing  it 
possible  that  we  were  conscious  of  it,  we  could  not  be  said  to  have 
any  knowledge.  Why  is  it  that  the  same  sensation  is  so  differently 
felt  by  different  persons  —  the  sensation  of  red  or  green  to  an  artist 
and  an  optician  —  if  not  that  knowledge  relates  not  to  the  single 
sensation  itself,  but  to  the  others  brought  into  relation  with  it  in  the 
mind  ?  When  I  say  I  know  a  certain  plant,  I  indicate  nothing,  until 
I  inform  my  hearer  what  things  stand  related  to  it  in  my  mind  as 
contrasting  or  agreeing.  I  may  know  it  as  a  garden  weed,  that  is,  under 
difference  from  the  flowers,  fruits,  and  vegetables  cultivated  in  the 
garden,  and  under  agreement  with  the  other  plants  that  spring  up 
unsought.  I  may  know  it  botanically,  that  is,  under  difference  and 
agreement  with  the  other  members  of  the  order,  genus,  and  speciea. 
I  may  know  it  artistically,  or  as  compared  with  other  plants  on  the 
point  of  beauty  of  form  and  colour.  As  an  isolated  object  in  my 
mind,  I  may  have  a  sensation  or  a  perception,  although  not  even  that 
in  strict  truth,  but  I  can  have  no  knowledge  regarding  it  at  all.  Thus 
it  is  that  in  the  multifarious  scene  and  chaos  of  distinguishable  im- 
pressions, not  only  do  different  minds  fiasten  upon  different  individual 
parts,  but  fastening  on  the  same  parts^  arrive  at  totally  different  oog- 
nitions.  Like  the  two  electricities,  which  cannot  exist  the  one 
without  the  other,  or  the  two  poles  of  the  magnet,  which  rise  and 
fall  together,  no  mental  impression  can  exist  and  be  called  know- 
ledge, unless  in  company  with  some  other,  as  a  foil  wherewith  to 
compare  it.    Left  to  a  single  unit  of  consciousness,  the  mental  ez- 
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citement  vanishes.  In  the  intellect,  as  in  the  emotions,  we  live  by 
setting  off  contrasted  states,  and  consequently  no  impression  can  be 
defined  or  characterised,  except  with  reference  to  its  accompanying 
foil.  We  see  how  difficult  it  is  in  language  to  make  a  meaning 
explicit  by  a  brief  announcement ;  interpretation,  as  applied  to  laws, 
contracts,  testaments,  ae  well  as  to  writing  generally,  consists  in  deter- 
mining what  things  the  writer  excluded  as  opposites  to,  and  looked 
at  as  agreements  with,  the  thing  named.  It  is  thus  everywhere  in 
cognition.  A  simple  impression  is  tantamount  to  no  impression  at 
alL  Quality,  in  the  last  resort,  implies  relation  ;  although,  in  logic, 
the  two  are  distinguished.  Red  and  blue  together  in  the  mmd, 
actuating  it  differentlv,  keep  one  another  alive  as  mental  excitement, 
and  the  one  is  reallv  knowledge  of  the  other.  So  with  the  red  of  to- 
day and  the  *red  of  yesterday,  an  interval  of  blank  sensation,  or  of 
other  sensations,  coming  between.  These  two  will  sustain  one  another 
in  the  cerebral  system,  and  will  mutually  be  raised  to  the  rank  of 
knowledge.  Increase  the  comparisons  of  difference  and  agreement, 
and  yon  increase  the  knowledge,  the  character  of  it  being  settled  by 
the  direction  wherein  the  foils  are  sought'  (  The  Emotions  and  the 
Wm,  pp.  638-40.) 

Such  is  a  brief  acconnt  of  a  remarkable  book  ;  which,  once 
known  and  read  by  those  who  are  competent  judges  of  it,  is 
sure  to  take  its  place  in  the  very  first  rank  of  the  order  of 
philosophical  speculation  to  which  it  belongs.  Of  the  execu- 
tion, a  very  insufficient  judgment  can  be  formed  from  our  ex- 
tracts. The  book  is,  indeed,  a  most  difficult  one  to  extract  from ; 
for  as  scarcely  any  treatise  which  we  know  proceeds  so  much  by 
the  way  of  cumulative  proof  and  illustration,  any  extract  of 
moderate  dimensions  is  much  the  same  sort  of  specimen  as,  we 
will  not  say  a  single  stone,  but  a  single  row  of  stones,  might  be 
of  a  completed  edifice.  We  hope  that  we  may  have  assisted  in 
directing  the  attention  of  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
subject,  to  the  structure  itself;  assuring  those  who  belong  to 
the  opposite  party  in  philosophical  speculation,  that  so  massive 
a  pile,  so  rich  in  the  quantity  and  quality  of  its  materials,  even 
if  they  are  not  disposed  to  take  up  their  abode  in  it,  cannot  be 
used  even  as  a  quarry  without  abundant  profit 
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Abt.  II. — Diary  of  a  Visit  to  England  in  1775  by  an  Irish* 
man  (the  Rev.  Ih.  Thomas  Campbell),  and  other  Papers 
by  the  same  hand.  Edited  with  Notes  by  Samuel  Baymond^ 
M.A.>  Prothonotary  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  South 
Wales.     Sydney:  1854. 

HPhe   interest  excited  in  us  by  this  singular  little  volume 
may  be  compared  to  the  pleasure  and  surprise  caused  by 
the  discovery  on  some  distant  shore  of  a  pebble  fashioned  by  the 
hand  of  man  into  the  'likeness  of  well-known  featpres  or  of  a 
familiar  object.     Curious  in  itself,  it  becomes  a  thousand  times 
more  curious  from  the  strange  and  perplexing  circumstances 
under  which  it  is  found  and  restored  to  us.     We  have  not  often 
had   an   opportunity  .of   exercising  our    critical    jurisdiction 
upon  the  literary  products  of   the   Antipodes.     Australia  is 
more  productive  of  gold  nuggets  than  of  authorship ;  and  the 
nation,  which  is  fast  rising  to  greatness  and  to  power  in  that 
wonderful  continent^  must  still  be  content  to   shine  for  two 
or  three  generations  with  light  reflected  from  the  literary  intel- 
ligence of  the  mother  country.     This  literary  nugget  is  certainly 
no  exception  to  this  remark,  for  its  value  consists  in  the  fact 
that  it  is  no  product  of  Australia,   but  a  genuine  memorial 
of  Dr.  Johnson  and  Mrs.  Thrale,  flung  by  the  waves  of  for- 
tune on  the  distant  coast  of  a  region  of  which  Dr.  Johnson 
and  Mrs.   ThnJe  had  scarcely  heard.      Yet   such   as   it   is, 
Boswell  would  eagerly  have  incorporated  it  in  his  Journal —  Mr. 
Croker  would  have  made  the  voyage  to  New  South  Wales  to 
obtain  a  sight  of  it  —  and  Mr.  Nichols  would  gladly  have 
enrolled  it  in  his  literary  illustrations  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
It  is>  in  short,  a  perfectly  authentic,  but  hitherto  unknown 
fragment  of  the  Johnsonian  collections,  which  tallies  with  the 
other  records  of  that  society  in  which  we  seem  to  have  lived 
some  eighty  or  ninety  years  back ;  and  it  adds  several  spirited  and 
humorous  touches  by  another  hand  to  those  figures  on  whom 
Boswell  has  already  conferred  a  biographical  immortality. 

Fortunate  it  is  that  a  manuscript  thus  thrown  across  the 
globe  by  the  perversity  of  fate,  shoidd  have  fallen  at  last  into 
Sie  hands  of  a  gentleman  so  well  able  to  appreciate  and  to  illus- 
trate it  as  Mr.  Raymond,  the  Prothonotary  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  New  South  Wales.  In  that  colony  he  doubtless  had 
not  access  to  all  the  materials  of  literary  history  which  may 
enable  us  to  add  something  to  the  history  of  his  discovery. 
But  with  the  assistance  of  Boswell  and  Sylvanus  Urban  (who 
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are  evidently  held  in  deserved  repute  by  the  Antipodeans)  he  has 
contrived  to  throw  considerable  light  on  this  remarkable  docu- 
ment—  to  establish  the  identity  of  the  author  —  to  explain 
many  of  the  contemporary  allusions  —  to  expose  another  of 
Mr.  Croker's  blunders  —  and  to  produce  a  little  volume  of  veiy 
great  merit  and  interest. 

This  manuscript  lay  —  we  know  not  how  long  —  in  a  dusty 
hiding  place^  behind  an  old  press  in  one  of  the  oflSces  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  New  South  Wales,  where  it  was  first  dis- 
covered by  Mr.  David  Bruce  Hutchinson,  the  chief  clerk  of  the 
office.  How  it  came  there,  and  how  it  came  to  New  South 
Wales  at  all,  Mr.  Raymond  has  not  been  able  to  ascertain ; 
but  on  that  point  the  researches  of  one  of  the^  most  eminent 
contributors  to  this  Journal  have  furnished  us  with  some  addi- 
tional evidence.  Of  the  authenticity  of  the  manuscript,  no  doubt 
can  be  entertuned,  both  from  its  external  appearance,  (of 
which  a  £Etcsimile  is  given)  and  still  more  from  its  internal 
character  and  exact  correspondence  with  a  variety  of  par- 
ticulars, recorded  elsewhere,  some  of  which  were  probably 
unknown  to  Mr.  Raymond  himself.  It  certainly  is  the  diary 
of  an  Irish  clergyman,  written,  not  for  publication,  but  as  a 
private  record  of  the  incidents  and  occurrences  which  attracted 
his  notice  on  his  first  visit  to  London  in  1775,  and  on  a  subse- 
quent visit  in  1781,  followed  by  a  few  memoranda  of  a  journey 
to  Paris  in  1787.  His  name  nowhere  appears  in  the  manu- 
script^  but  from  the  coincidence  of  dates  and  other  circum- 
stances, he  may  easily  be  identified  as  the  genUeman  called 
by  Boswell  the  *  Irish  Dr.  Campbell,'  who  was  said  to 
have  come  from  Ireland  to  London  principally  to  see  Dr. 
Johnson.  Johnson  seemed  angry  when  this  observation  wto 
made  to  him  by  Davis,  and  said  bluntiy,  ^  I  should  not  wish  to 

*  be  dead  to  disappoint  Dr.  Campbell,  had  he  been  so  foolish  as 
<  you  represent  him ;  but  I  should  have  wished  to  have  been  a 

*  hundred  miles  ofil'  However,  this  first  impression,  if  it  was 
an  unfavourable  one,  speedily  wore  off;  the  Irish  traveller 
was  received  with  courtesy  in  Johnson's  society,  and  succeeded 
not  only  in  seeing  the  great  man,  but  in  cultivating  his  acquaint- 
ance. 

Boswell's  account  of  their  first  meeting  is  as  follows : — 

*  On  Wednesday,  5th  April  (1775),  I  dined  with  him  (Johnson)  at 
Messieurs  Billys,  with  Mr.  John  Scott  of  Cornwall,  the  Quaker ;  Mr. 
Langton,  Mr.  MiUer  (now  Sir  John),  and  Dr.  Thomas  Campbell,  an 
Irish  clergyman,  whom  I  took  the  liberty  of  inviting  to  Mr.  Dilly's 
table,  having  seen  him  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  and  been  told  that  he  had 
come  to  England  chiefly  with  a  view  to  see  Dr.  Johnson,  for  whom 
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he  entertained  the  highest  Teneration.  He  has  since  published  ^  A 
"  Philosophical  Survey  of  the  South  of  Ireland,**— a  very  entertaining 
book,  which  has»  howevOT,  one  fault  —  that  it  assumes  the  fictitious 
diaracter  of  an  EngUshman.'*     {Croker's  Boswell,  vol.  y.  p.  280.) 

But  the  fact  is  that  Campbell  had  ahready  dined  at  the 
Thrales',  on  the  16th  March,  with  Johnson  and  Baretti,  though 
Boawell  did  not  return  to  London  from  Scotland  till  the  2l8t 
March,  so  diat  he  was  not  in  company  with  CampbeU  till  some 
days  later.  But  firom  that  time  to  the  28th  May>  when  he  left 
London,  the  Irish  stranger  frequently  shared  the  hospitality  of 
Dr.  Johnson's  friends.  The  diary,  extending  orer  this  period 
of  about  ten  weeks,  is  the  most  important  portion  of  this 
volume,  and  our  readers  will  at  once  perceive  the  great  interest 
which  attaches  to  it 

Who,  then,  was  Dr.  Thomas  Campbell? — ^for  we  are  afrud 
that  the  posthumous  fame  of  his  '  Philosophical  Survey '  will 
not  enable  many  of  our  readers  to  answer  this  question,  and 
in  this  respect  ins  dinners  with  Dr.  Johnson,  and  a  line  or  two 
in  BosweU,  have  done  more  for  him  than  the  clerical  and 
literary  labours  of  his  life.  Before,  therefore,  we  introduce  tbo 
diary  more  fully  to  our  readers,  we  shall  avail  ourselves  of  the 
materials  which  have  been  collected  by  Mr.  John  Bowy^ 
Nichds,  in  the  seventh  volume  of  his  valuable  ^Literary- 
'  Illustrations,'  to  make  the  author  better  known.  This  gentler- 
man,  then,  was  bom  in  1733,  at  Glaok,  in  the  county  of 
Tyrone,  and  having  entered  the  Church,  he  obtained  the  good 
living  of  Clones,  near  the  estate  of  his  friend.  Lord  Dacre,  in 
the  county  of  Monaghan.  His  first  publication,  which  is  that 
alluded  to  by  BosweU,  appeared  in  1778.     In  1789  he  published 

*  Strictures  on  the  Ecclesiastical  and  Literary  History  of  Le- 
'  land,  from  the  most  ancient  times  till  the  Litroduction  of  the 

*  Boman  Ritual  under  Henry  IL ;'  and  it  deserves  to  be  noted 
that,  having  visited  Edmund  Burke  at  Beaconsfield  on  the  occa- 
sion of  one  of  his  jouniies  to  England,  that  eminent  man 
Altered  very  cordially  into  his  plan  of  writing  ^  the  '*  History  of 
^  *^  the  Revolutions  of  Lreland,"  so  as  to  give  the  spirit  rather  than 
'  the  letter  of  our  melancholy  annals.     He  advised  me  to  be  aa 

*  brief  as  possible  upon  everything  antecedent  to  Henry  II. :  but 
^  Mr.  Burke  did   not  content  himself  with  giving   me  good 

*  It  deserves  a  remark  that  a  book  with  a  somewhat  similar  title>  '  A 
'Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,'  had  been  published  in  the  preoed* 
ing  year  (1774),  by  Dr.  John  Campbell,  a  well-known  Scotch  writer 
of  the  day,  of  whom  Johnson  said  that  *  he  died  of  toant  of  attention 

*  if  he  died  at  all  of  that  book.'  He  was,  however,  alive  in  April, 
1775,  and  his  Irish  namesake  met  him  at  Mr.  Combe's. 
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*  advice^  he  gave  me  also  hfa  very  valuable  collection  of  matra- 

*  ecripts  relative  to  Ireland,  no  less  than  four  foKo  voInmeSf  of 

*  which  I  have  already  considerably  availed  myself.**  We 
heartily  wish  that  behind  any  press  in  New  South  Wales,  in  the 
eonnty  of  Tyrone,  or  any  other  comer  of  the  British  Empire, 
Burke's  foi»/oEo  volumes  on  the  history  of  Ireland  may  yet  be 
found;  but  the  anecdote  is  curious,  because  it  shows  with  what 
care  and  labour  that  extraordinary  man  prepared  his  stores  of 
information,  as  well  as  his  ready  disposition  to  assist  Dr.  Camp- 
bell in  these  historical  labours. 

The  principal  portion  of  the  correspondence  of  Dr.  Campbell 
which  has  been  rescued  ftom  oblivion  is  that  which  passed 
between  him  and  Dr.  Percy,  Bishop  of  Dromore:  he  was 
well  acquainted  with  that  prelate  and,  in  fact,  it  was  Campbell 
who  put  together  the  Me  of  Goldsmith  prefixed  to  the 
edition  of  Goldsmith's  works  in  four  vols.  8vo.,  1801,  which 
Biehc^  Percy  says  *  was  compiled  under  his  directions,  with 

*  a  view  to  the  interests  of  Goldsmith's  surviving  relatives.' 
But  Campbell  had  no  personal  acquaintance  with  Goldsmith, 
who  died  in  1774,  the  year  before  his  own  visit  to  London. 

Of  Dr.  Campbell's  person  little  more  can  now  be  traced,  but 
both  Mr.  Croker  and  Mr.  Nichols  have  fallen  into  a  very  ludi- 
oroua  blunder  on  this  subject,  which  the  diary  now  before  us  has 
enabled  Mr.  Raymond  to  detect 

In  one  of  Mrs.  Thrale's  letters  to  Johnson,  dated  from  Bath, 
May  16.  1776,  she  says: — 

*  We  have  a  flashy  friend  here  already,  who  is  much  your  adorer. 
I  wonder  how  you  will  like  him  ?  Au  Irishman  he  is  —  very  hand- 
some, very  hot-beaded,  loud  and  lively,  and  sure  to  be  a  favourite 
with  you,  he  tells  us,  for  he  can  live  with  a  man  with  ever  so  odd  a 
temper.  My  master  laughs,  but  likes  him,  and  it  diverts  me  to  think 
what  you  will  do,  when  he  professes  that  he  would  clean  shoes  for 
you  —  that  he  would  shed  his  blood  for  yov^  with  twenty  other  ex- 
travagant flights  :  and  you  say  1  flatter  —  Upon  my  honour y  sir,  and 
indeed  now,  as  Dr.  Campbell's  phrase  is,  I  am  but  a  twitter  to  him.' 

Strangely  enough  Mr.  Croker  jumped  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  lively  gentleman  was  no  other  than  Dr.  Campbell,  the 
rector  of  Clones  in  person ;  though,  in  fact,  nothing  can  be  more 
improbable.  Mrs.  Thrale's  *  flashy  friend'  was  not  likely  to  be  a 
beneficed  Irish  ecclesiastic.  He  is  spoken  of  as  a  person  not 
known  to  Johnson,  and  Johnson  himself  says  in  his  reply, 
'  Who  can  be  this  new  friend  of  mine?'  though,  as  Boswell  re- 
cords, Campbell  had  met  the  doctor  tine  year  before  at  the 

♦  CampbeU's  letter  to  Pinkerton,  in  Nichols'  Literary  Illuftrations. 
(Vol.  vii,  p.  773.) 
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Thrales'  table ;  nor  would  Mrs.  Thrale  have  been  likely  to  quote 
a  saying  of  Dr.  Campbell's  in  speaking  of  CampbeU  himaeJf. 
This  diary,  however,  completes  the  evidence  on  the  point,  for 
Campbell's  visit  to  England  took  place  in  May,  1775,  not  in 
May  1776,  and  it  was  not  till  October,  1776,  that  he  went 
again  to  London,  having  spent  the  interval  in  Ireland. 

We  are  able,  therefore,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Baymond 
and  Dr.  Campbell,  to  state  with  confidence  who  the  ^flashy 
^Irishman'  of  Mrs.  Thrale's  was  noty  and  we  shall  proceed  to  show 
by  another  witness  who  we  believe  him  to  be. 

In  the  diary  and  letters  of  the  author  of  ^  Evelina,'  we  find 
the  following  entry  written  during  a  visit  to  Mrs.  Thrale  in 
August,  1781: — 

^  We  have  now  a  new  character  added  to  our  set,  and  one  of  no 
small  diversion  —  Mr.  Musgrave,  an  Irish  gentleman  of  fortune,  and 
member  of  the  Irish  Parliament.  He  is  tall>  thin,  and  agreeable  in 
his  face  and  figure  —  is  reckoned  a  good  scholar,  has  travelled,  and 
been  very  well  educated.  His  manners  are  impetuous  and  abrupt ; 
his  language  is  high-flown  and  hyperbolical;  his  sentiments  are 
romantic  and  tender  ;  bis  heart  is  warm  and  generous ;  his  head  hot 
and  wrong :  and  the  whole  of  bis  conversation  is  a  mixture  the 
most  unconunon  of  knowledge  and  triteness,  simplicity  and  fury, 
literature  and  folly.  Keep  this  character  in  your  mind,  and,  contra- 
dictory as  it  seems,  I  will  give  you,  from  time  to  time,  such  specimens 
as  shall  remind  you  of  each  of  these  six  epithets. 

*  He  was  introduced  into  this  house  by  Mr.  Seward,  with  whom, 
and  Mr.  Graves  of  Worcester,  he  travelled  into  Itoly,  and  some  years 
ago  he  was  extremely  intimate  here.  Mrs.  Thrale,  who,  though  open- 
eyed  enough  to  his  absurdities,  thinks  well  of  the  goodness  of  his 
heart,  has  a  real  regard  for  him ;  she  quite  adores  him,  and  he  quite 
adores  Dr.  Johnson  —  frequently  declaring,  (for  what  he  once  sajs, 
he  says  continually)  that  he  would  spill  his  blood  for  him  —  or  dean 
his  shoes  —  or  go  to  the  East  Indies,  to  do  him  any  good  I  '*  I  am 
never,"  says  he,  '^  afraid  of  him ;  none  but  a  rogue  or  a  fool  has  any 
<^  need  to  be  afraid  of  him.  What  a  fine  old  lion  (looking  up  at  his 
"  picture)  he  is.  Oh  !  I  love  him  — ^I  honour  him  — I  reverence  him. 
''  I  would  black  his  shoes  for  him.  I  wish  I  could  give  him  my  nighfs 
^'  sleep."  These  are  exclamations  which  he  is  making  continuallj. 
Mrs.  Thrale  has  extremely  well  said  that  he  is  a  caricature  of  Boswdl, 
who  is  a  caricature,  I  must  add,  of  all  other  of  Dr.  Johnson's  ad- 
mirers.*   {Madame  d^Arblay*s  Diary^  vol.  ii.  p.  83.) 

The  likeness  of  the  sketches  of  this  lively  personage  by  the 
two  ladies  is  complete ;  his  shoe-black  devotedness  identifies  him 
to  the  life ;  and  whilat  we  have  great  pleasure  in  restoring  to 
Mr.  Musgrave  what  belongs  to  him,  we  must  be  allowed  to 
clsdm  for  the  worthy  rector  of  Clones  a  little  more  sense  and 
decoruiH  than  fell  to  the  lot  of  his  amusing  countryman,  who 
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has  for  so  manj  years  been  taken  for  him.  It  is  remarkable 
that  three  Johnsonian  critics  as  eminent  as  Mr.  Croker,  Mr. 
Kichols^  and  Mr.  John  Forster*  should  all  have  fallen  into  this 
error;  and  we  are  very  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Kaymond  for 
supplying  the  materials  which  enable  us  to  correct  it  with  so 
much  precifflon. 

In  return,  we  shall  now  endeavour  to  extract  from  the  *  Percy 

*  and  Campbell  Correspondence '  a  clue  to  the  mysterious  dis- 
covery of  this  literary  trouvaille  behind  the  press  in  the  office  of 
the  Supreme  Court  at  Sydney,  which  has  puzzled  Mr.  Baymond 
himself.  Dr.  Campbell  died  in  1795,  and  he  died  unmarried. 
His  next  heirs  appear  to  have  been  a  niece,  who  was  living  with 
him  in  1791 — a  nephew,  the  Rev.  Charles  Campbell,  who  re- 
sided at  Newry,  in  Ireland,  in  1810,  and  an  elder  nephew,  who 
in  1810  had  resided  for  two  vears  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hopcf 
Of  this  eldest  nephew  the  following  mention  is  made  by  his 
younger  brother  Charles,  in  a  letter  to  Bishop  Percy,  of  the 
19th  of  February,  1810. 

*My  eldest  brother,  of  whom  you  are  so  good^  as  to  inquire,  was 
(when  I  last  heard  from  him  about  a  month  ago)  just  embarking  from 
the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope  (where  he  has  been  nearly  two  years)  for 
New  South  Wales  in  New  Holland,  with  strong  recommendation 
from  Lord  Caledon  to  Colonel  Macquarrie,  who  is  the  Crovemor  of 
that  settlement,  and  who  with  his  regiment,  the  73rd,  touched  at  the 
Cape  in  their  passage  out.  My  brother  was  to  accompany  him, 
having  the  promise  of  any  civil  employment  which  that  place  affords.' 
{Niehoy  iMerary  Illustrations,  voL  vii.  p.  796.) 

•  In  the  appendix  (A)  to  volume  ii.  of  Mr.  John  Forster's  *  Life 

*  and  Times  of  Oliver  Groldsmitb,'  which  is,  generally  speaking,  one  of 
the  most  accurate  and  instructive  pieces  of  literary  biography  in  the 
language,  the  evidence  relating  to  the  projected  Life  of  Goldsmith, 
has  been  collected  from  the  Percy  Correspondence ;  but  Mr.  Forster 
has  fallen  into  the  same  error  as  his  predecessors  with  reference  to 
Mrs.  Thrale's  supposed  description  of  Campbell,  which  he  too  quotes 
(p.  488).  Mr.  Forster  has  pointed  out  (p.  472.)  that  Johnson's  Latin 
epitaph  on  Groldsmith  was  first  made  public  in  Campbell's  Pbilosoph- 
ical  Survey  of  the  South  of  Ireland  (p.  437-8.),  Jolmson  having  fur- 
nished a  copy.  This  circumstance  shows  the  degree  of  regard  Johnson 
had  conceived  for  his  Irish  admii'er. 

t  The  diary  states  (p.  86.)  that  Dr.  Campbell  went  to  London  again . 
in  May,  1781,  'to  look  for  some  preferment  for  his  nephew  Tom 
'  Campbell,  and  that  worthy  man  Mr.  Alexander  Scott  procured  him  a 

*  cadets  place  in  the  East  India  Company's  service.'  This  is  probably 
the  same  individual,  who  having  served  in  India  in  early  life,  after- 
wards turns  up  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  goes  to  New  South 
Wales  in  1810  in  search  of  civil  employment 
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It  k  thus  shown  by  a  curious  concurrence  of  evidence  that 
the  eldest  nephew  and  heir  of  Dr.  Thomas  Campbell  was,  in 
1810,  on  his  way  to  New  South  Wales,  probably  carrying  his 
uncle's  diary  wiUi  him  as  a  family  memento.  We  hope  to  a»» 
certain  that  this  gentleman  afterwards  hdd  some  office  in  the 
Supreme  Court — but  at  any  rate*  it  was  in  the  dusty  recesses 
of  that  office  that  some  forty  ye»rs  later  this  memento  was  dis- 
covered. We  shall  now  proceed  without  further  delay  to  lay 
the  most  interesting  portions  of  the  diary  itself  before  our 
readers;  but  this  explanation  was  necessary  to  render  intel- 
ligible what  is  otherwise  extremely  improbable  and  incompre- 
hensible. 

Let  us  then  accompany  the  worAy  doctor  on  his  first  landing 
in  this  island — we  say  his  first  landing,  for  although  he  was  at  the 
time  about  forty-two  rears  of  age,  there  is  no  allusion  to  any 
former  visit  made  by  Mm  to  Ei^and,  and  every  object,  down 
to  the  size  of  the  Welsh  eggs,  excites  his  observation,  curiosity, 
and  surprise. 

^  February  2%rd^  1775.— I  went  aboard  the  Besborough  pacquet 
and  weighed  anchor  at  five  in  the  evening,  aod  landed  at  Holyhead 
at  eight  o'clock  next  morning,  which  was  very  foggy  and  ha^.  The 
passage  was  on  a  very  pacific  sea,  so  that  I  was  so  little  affected  witii 
sickness,  as  to  lament  the  want  of  that  substitnte  for  hippo.  Here  we 
breakfasted,  and  the  eggs  were  so  small  that  I  had  eurioiity  to  mesr 
sure  them,  and  the  largest  diameter  was  an  inch  and  three  quartera. 
Here  is  a  odd  oid  choreh  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  in  the  yard  of  whiek 
Flood  and  Agar  fought  about  seven  years  ago ;  but  the  feud  did  not 
end  there,  Agar  at  length  fell  by  his  antagonist,  a.  d.  1769.*  The 
folks  at  the  inn  told  me  that  the  weather  had  been  generally  hazy  for 
a  month  past,  and  they  expected  it  would  be  so  till  March.  They 
had  but  two  or  three  days  of  frost  last  winter.  The  sailors  say  it  is 
always  ^ogigj  when  the  wind  is  at  south.  The  church  is,  on  the  out- 
side, of  an  H-like  figure,  i.  e.  the  old  part,  which  is  not  ugly,  and 
seems  the  remains  of  something  greater ;  there  is  an  addition,  how- 
ever, of  modern  work.' 

Our  tourist  then  proceeds  through  North  Wales,  entranced 
with  the  *  transcendently  beautiful  view  of  Bangor,  which  b^- 
^  gars  the  richness  of  words,'  but  experiences  the  barrenness  of 
the  land  at  a  cost  which  may  make  modern  travellers  stare. 

*  The  distance  from  Holyhead  to  Bangor  ferry  is  twenty-five  miles ; 
from  thence  to  Conway  eighteen  ;  a  post-chaise  and  four  from  Holy- 

♦  Henry  Flood  fought  two  duels  with  Mr.  Agar — the  first  is  here 
alluded  to,  in  which  Agar  was  slightly  wounded  ;  but  the  quarrel  was 
revived,  and  he  was  shot  through  the  heart.      Flood  was  tried  at 

^the  Kilkenny  Assizes,  and  the  jury  found  a  verdict  of  manslaughter 
in  his  own  defence. 
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hettd  is  eight  guineas  for  two,  and  niae  for  three ;  from  Conwaj  to 
St  Asaph  is  eighteen  miles.  At  Bangor*feny  we  could  get  no  beer, 
yet  one  would  think  that  the  tempering  of  malt  and  hops  into  that 
oonnstence  were  a  facile  operation ;  nor  was  there  meat,  except  eggs 
and  rashers  of  beef.  At  Conway  both  meat  and  drink  were  as  bad 
as  we  could  meet  at  any  Irish  inn.' 

In  seven  days  he  reaches  London^  haying  passed  through 
Oxford,  and  seen,  as  he  phrases  it,  a  ^  syllabus  of  all  England; ' 
and  as  the  Irish  divine  seems  to  have  had  as  much  taste  for  the 
stage  as  for  the  pulpit,  on  the  2nd  of  March,  ^  Covent  Garden 
*  Playhouse  received  him'  —  probably  to  see  the  performance  of 
^  Braganza,'  one  of  Jephson's  wretched  pie^s  which  divided 
the  fevour  of  the  town  with  Goldsmith's  Comedies.  Gold- 
smith himself  died  in  the  previous  year,  and  we  find  but  one 
slight  mention  of  him  in  these  pages.  A  day  or  two  after  the 
playhouse  Dr.  Campbell  found  an  occasion  for  gratifying  his 
jH'oieesional  curiosity  in  a  more  clerical  manner. 

*  Sunday,  5th  {March).-^!  breakfasted  with  Mr.  Pearson  (Pig  Tree 
Court,  Middle  Temple)^  and  went  with  him  to  the  Temple  Church^- 
a  most  beautiful  Gothic  structure,  The  service  was  ill  read,  and  the 
singing  not  according  to  the  rubrick ;  for  it  was  immediately  after 
the  second  lesson.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Master  of  the 
society,  a  brother  to  Thurloe  the  Attorney- General.  The  discourse 
was  the  most  meagre  composition  (on  our  Saviour's  temptation)  and 
the  delivery  worse.  He  stood  like  Gulliver  stuck  in  the  marrow 
IxMie,  with  the  sermon  (newspaper-like)  in  his  hand,  and  without 
grace  or  emphasis  he  in  slow  cadence  measured  it  forth.  In  the 
evening  I  strolled  to  Westminster  Abbey,  where  I  (being  locked  in) 
was  obliged  to  listen  to  a  discourse  still  duller,  and  as  ill  delivered.' 

Without  dwelling  fiirther  on  the  humours  of  the  town,  or  the 
pit&lls  into  which  the  Sector  of  Clones  sometimes  fell  with  an 
mnocence  worthy  of  Moses  Primrose  himself,  let  us  now  accom- 
pany him  into  society. 

*l\th  {March). — ^It  rained  incessantly  from  the  hour  I  awoke,  that 
is,  eight  till  near  twelve,  that  I  went  to  bed,  and  how  much  further 
that  night,  I  know  not.  This  day  I  dined  with  the  club  at  the 
British  Coffee  (house),  introduced  by  my  old  college  friend  Day. 
The  President  was  a  Scotch  Member  of  Parliament,  Mayne,  and  the 
prevalent  interest  Scottish.  They  did  nothing  but  praise  Macpher- 
son's  new  history,  and  decry  Johnson  and  Burke.  Daj  humorously 
gave  money  to  the  waiter  to  bring  him  Johnson's  '*  Taxation  no 
**  Tyranny.  One  of  them  desired  him  to  save  himself  the  expense,  for 
that  he  should  have  it  from  him,  and  glad  that  he  would  take  it  away 
as  it  was  worse  than  nothing.  Another  said  it  was  written  in  John- 
son's manner,  but  worse  than  usual,  for  that  there  was  nothing  new 
in  it.  The  President  swore  that  Burke  was  gcme  mad,  and  to  prove 
it  adduced  this  instance,  that  when  the  House  was  obliged  the  day  or 
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two  before,  to  call  him  to  order,  he  got  up  again,  and  foaming  like  a 
play  actor,  he  said,  in  the  words  of  the  psalmist,  ^'  I  held  my  tongae 
'^  even  from  good  words,  but  it  was  pain  and  grief  to  me ;  then  I  said 
"  in  my  haste  they  are  all  liars."  My  friend  Day,  howcTcr,  told  some 
stories  which  turned  the  Scotch  into  ridicule  (they  did  however  laugh), 
and  irritated  the  President  more  than  once  by  laughing  at  his  accent, 
but  he  had  a  good  blow  at  one  (who  valued  himself  vastly  on  his 
classical  knowledge)  who,  describing  the  device  on  a  snuff-box,  pointed 
out  a  satyr  blowing  his  concha;  this  raised  a  loud  laugh,  which  made 
the  virtuoso  look  very  silly.' 

From  this  company  he  shortly  afterwards  proceeded  to  the 
house  of  Mr.  Thrale  —  hb  first  visit  seems,  however^  to  have 
been  to  Mr.  Thrale's  brewery ;  and  we  quote  the  passage  chiefly 
for  the  concluding  lines,  which  give  us  Dr.  Campbell's  first 
impression  of  Grarrick  in  the  part  of  Lear. 

'  \Ath  {MarcKy — The  first  entire  fair  day  since  I  came  to  London. 
This  day  I  called  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  where  I  was  received  witb  all  re- 
spect by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale.  She  is  a  very  learned  lady,  and  joins 
to  the  charms  of  her  own  sex  the  manly  understanding  of  ours.  The 
immensity  of  the  brewery  astonished  me.  One  large  house  contains, 
and  cannot  contain  more,  only  four  store  vessels,  each  of  which  con- 
tains fifteen  hundred  barrels  \  and  in  one  of  which,  one  hundred  per- 
sons have  dined  with  ease.  There  are  besides,  in  other  houses, 
thirty-six  of  the  same  construction,  but  of  one-half  the  contents. 
The  reason  assigned  that  porter  is  lighter  on  the  stomach  than  other 
beer  is,  that  it  ferments  much  more,  and  is  by  that  means  more 
spiritualised.  I  was  half-sufibcated  by  letting  in  my  nose,  over  the 
working  floor ;  for  I  cannot  call  it  vessel ;  its  area  was  much  greater 
than  many  Irish  castles.  Dined  alone,  having  refused  an  invitation 
from  Mr.  Boyd,  in  order  to  see  Garrick;  and  I  saw  him,  which  I  could 
not  have  done  if  I  had  stayed  half  an  hour  longer,  the  pit  being  fall 
at  the  first  rush.  Nor  was  I  disappointed  in  my  expectations,  though 
I  cannot  say  he  came  up  to  what  1  had  heard  of  him ;  but  aJ^  things 
appear  worse  for  being  forestalled  by  praises.  His  voice  is  husl^, 
and  his  person  not  near  so  elegant  as  either  Dodd's  or  King's ;  but 
then  his  look,  his  eye,  is  very  superior.  Lear,  however,  was  not,  I 
think,  a  character  wherein  he  could  display  himself.' 

His  next  meeting  with  the  Thrales  brought  him  into  the 
society  of  Johnson.  This  dinner  with  Johnson  and  Baretti  oc- 
curred five  days  before  Boswell's  return  to  London,  and  conse- 
quently there  is  no  notice  of  it  in  the  ^  Life.'  The  allusion  to 
tiie  reception  which  the  pamphlet  *  Taxation  no  Tyranny*  had 
met  with  is  extremely  curious.  Johnson  was  evidently  nettled 
at  the  indifierence  of  his  friends  and  the  public  to  his  opinions, 
and  as  he  said  to  Boswell  a  few  days  later,  *  I  think  I  have  not 
^been  attacked  enough  for  it.  Attack  is  the  reaction;  I  never 
^  think  I  have  hit  hard  unless  it  rebounds.' 
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*  16th  (March), — ^A  fair  day.  Dined  witb  Mr.  Thrale,  along  with 
Dr.  Johnson  and  Baretti.  Baretti  is  a  plain  sensible  man,  who  seems 
to  know  the  world  well.  He  talked  to  me  of  the  invitation  given  him 
by  the  College  of  Dublin,  but  said  it  (one  hundred  pounds  a  year  and 
rooms)  was  not  worth  his  acceptance ;  and  if  it  had  been,  he  said,  in 
point  of  profit,  still  he  would  not  have  accepted  it,  for  that  now  he 
could  not  live  out  of  London.  He  had  returned  a  few  years  ago  to 
bis  country,  but  he  could  not  enjoy  it,  and  he  was  obliged  to  return  to 
London,  to  those  connexions  he  had  been  making  for  near  thirty 
years  past.  He  told  me  he  had  several  families  with  whom  both  in 
town  and  country  he  could  go  at  any  time  and  spend  a  month :  he  is 
at  this  time  on  these  terms  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  and  he  knows  how  to 
keep  his  ground.  Talking  as  we  were  at  tea  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
beer  vessels,  he  said  there  was  one  thing  in  Mr.  Thrale's  house  still 
more  extraordinary,  meaning  his  wife.  She  gulped  the  pill  very 
prettily  —  so  much  for  Baretti !  Johnson,  you  are  the  very  man  Lord 
Chesterfield  describes :  a  Hottentot  indeed,  and  though  your  abilities 
are  respectable,  you  never  can  be  respected  yourseO.*  He  has  the 
aspect  of  an  idiot,  without  the  faintest  ray  of  sense  gleaming  from 
any  one  feature  —  with  the  most  awkward  garb,  and  unpowdered 
grey  wig  on  one  side  only  of  his  head  —  he  is  for  ever  dancing  the 
devil's  jig,  and  sometimes  he  makes  the  most  drivelling  effort  to 
whistle  some  thought  in  his  absent  paroxysms.  He  came  up  to  me 
and  took  me  by  the  hand,  then  sat  down  on  the  sofa,  and  mumbled 
out  that  he  had  heard  two  papers  had  appeared  against  him  in 
the  course  of  this  week,  —  one  of  which  was,  —  that  he  was  to  go  to 
Lreland  next  summer,  in  order  to  abuse  the  hospitality  of  that  place 
also.  His  awkwardness  at  table  is  just  what  Chesterfield  described, 
and  his  roughness  of  manners  kept  pace  with  that.  When  Mrs. 
Thrale  quot^  something  from  *' Foster's  Sermons,''  he  flew  in  a  pas- 
sion, and  said  that  Foster  was  a  man  of  mean  ability,  and  of  no  ori- 
ginfd  thinking.  All  which,  though  I  took  to  be  most  true,  yet  I  held  it 
not  meet  to  have  it  so  set  down.  He  said  that  he  looked  upon  Burke 
to  be  the  author  of  Junius,  and  that  though  he  would  not  take  him 
contra  mundum,  yet  he  would  take  him  against  any  man.  .  Baretti 
was  of  the  same  mind,  though  h^  mentioned  a  fact  which  made 
against  the  opinion  ;  which  was,  that  a  paper  having  appeared  against 

*  Dr.  Campbell  alludes  to  the  well-known  passage  in  Lord  Chester- 
fleld's  letters,  in  which  the  polished  Earl  describes  the  uncouth  man- 
ners of  the  sage,  and  ends  by  calling  him  *  a  respectable  Hottentot.' 
(Letter  ccxii.  vol.  ii.  p.  104,  Dodsley's  4to.  edition.)  The  date  of 
this  letter  was  February,  1752.  Johnson's  severe  letter  to  Lord 
Chesterfield,  after  the  publication  of  the  Dictionary,  was  written  in 
1765.  Lord  Chesterfield,  however,  gives  in  this  passage,  the  true 
cause  of  that  coolness  which  excited  Johnson's  bitter  resentment 

*  There  is  a  man,'  said  he,  *  whose  moral  character,  deep  learning,  and 
^  superior  parts,  I  acknowledge,  admire,  and  respect ;  but  whom  it  is 
^  80  impossible  for  me  to  love,  l^t  I  am  ahnost  in  a  fever  whenever  I 

*  am  in  his  company.'  _  . 
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Junius  on  this  day,  a  Junius  came  out  in  answer  to  that  the  Teiy 
next,  when  everybody  knew  Burke  was  in  Yorkshire.  But  all 
the  Juniuses  were  evidently  not  written  by  the  same  hand.  Burke's 
brother  is  a  good  writer,  though  nothing  like  Edmund.  The  doctor, 
as  he  drinks  no  wine,  retired  soon  after  dinner,  and  Baretti,  who  I 
see  is  a  sort  of  literary  toad-eater  to  Johnson,  told  me  that  he  was  a 
man  nowise  affected  by  praise  or  dispraise,  and  that  the  joumej  to 
the  Hebrides  would  never  have  been  published  but  for  himself.  The 
doctor,  however,  returned  again,  and  with  all  the  fond  anxiety  of  an 
author,  1  saw  him  cast  out  all  his  nets  to  know  the  sense  of  the  town 
about  his  last  pamphlet.  Taxation  no  TyTanny^  which  he  said  did 
not  selL  Mr.  Thrale  told  him  such  and  such  members  of  both  Houses 
admired  it ;  '<  And  why  did  you  not  tell  me  this  ?  "  quoth  Johnson. 
Thrale  asked  him  what  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  said  of  it.  '*  Sir  Joshua^'' 
quoth  the  Doctor,  "has  not  read  it."  "  I  suppose,"  quoth  Thrale,  '^  he 
has  been  very  busy  of  late."  "  No,"  says  the  Doctor,  "  but  I  never 
look  at  his  pictures,  so  he  won't  read  my  writings."  Was  this  like 
a  man  insensible  to  glory  ?  Thrale  then  asked  him  if  he  had  got  Miss 
Bejrnolds's  opinion,  for  she,  it  seems,  is  a  politician.  "As  to  that," 
quoth  the  Doctor,  "  it  is  no  great  matter ;  for  she  could  not  tell,  afler 
1^  had  read  it,  on  which  side  of  the  question  Mr.  Burke's  speech 
was."'* 

The  following  account  of  another  of  Mr.  Thrale's  literary 
dinners,  proves  the  astonishing  stability  of  the  culinary  laws  of 
London ;  fowls  and  saddles  or  mutton  have  retained  their  sway 
for  the  best  part  of  a  century,  though  we  should  look  in  vain^ 
in  these  degenerate  days,  for  *  four  different  sorts  of  ices.'  At 
a  subsequent  dinner  at  Lord  Dacre's,  the  Doctor  himself  re- 
marks (alas !  with  how  great  truth  1)  how  similar  all  the  great 
dinners  he  meets  with  are — soup,  fish,  saddles  of  mutton,  turkey, 
pigeons,  and  so  on  for  c^er. 

*  25tk  (3faroA).— Eddying  winds  in  the  forenoon  rendered  the 
streets  very  disagreeable  with  dust,  which  was  laid  in  the 
evening  by  rain  from  three.  Dined  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  where  there 
were  ten  or  more  gentlemen,  and  but  one  lady  besides  Mrs.  Thrale. 
The  dinner  was  excellent ;  first  course,  soups  at  head  and  foot,  re- 
moved by  fish  and  a  saddle  of  mutton  ;  second  course,  a  fowl  they 
call  Gralena  at  head,  and  a  capon  larger  than  some  of  our  Irish  turkeys 
at  foot ;  third  course,  four  different  sorts  of  ices,  pineapple,  grape, 
raspberry,  and  a  fourth ;  in  each  remove  I  think  there  were  fourteen 
dishes.  The  two  first  were  served  in  massy  plate,  I  sat  beside 
Baretti,  which  was  to  me  the  richest  part  of  the  entertainment.  He 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale  joined  in  expressing  to  mej  Dr.  Johnson's 
concern  that  he  could  not  give  me  the  meeting  that  day,  but  desired 
that  X  should  go  and  see  him.    Baretti  was  very  humorous  about 

*  Alluding  to  Burke's  speech  cm  American  Taxation,  which*  was 
delivered  on  the  19th  April,  1774.  • 
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liis  new  publication  which  he  expects  to  put  out  next  month.  He 
there  introduces  a  dialogue  about  Ossian,  wherein  he  ridicules .  the 
idea  of  its  double  translation  into  Italian,  in  hopes,  he  said,  of  having 
it  abused  bj  the  Scots,  which  would  give  it  an  imprimatur  for  a 
second  edition,  and  he  had  stipulated  for  twentj-five  guineas  addi- 
tional if  the  first  should  sell  in  a  given  time.  He  repeated  to  me 
upon  memory  the  substance  of  the  letters  which  passed  between  Dr. 
Johnson  and  Mr.  Macpherson.  The  latter  tells  the  Doctor  that 
neither  his  age  nor  infirmities  should  protect  him  if  he  came  in 
his  way.  The  Doctor  responds  that  no  menaces  of  any  rascal  should 
intimidate  him  from  detecting  imposture  wherever  he  met  it.' 

Dr.  Campbell  claims  no  proficiency  in  the  fine  arts,  and  indeed 
one  of  the  chief  merits  of  his  diary  is  the  simplicity  with  which 
he  records  his  own  observations,  without  any  attempt  at  eflFect : 
but  the  following  entry  is  of  great  Interest. 

'  21  tk  {March), — Frost  in  the  morning  and  light  falls  of  snow  all 
day.  Went  to  see  Reynolds's  pictures.  His  manner  is  certainly  the 
true  sublime;  the  colours  seem  laid  on  so  coarsely  that  guivii 
speret  idem,  Gainsborough's  I  looked  at  afterwards,  but  his  work 
seems  laboured  with  small  pencils  ;  I  don't  think  he  paints  as  well 
as  Hunter  in  Dublin.  What  a  pity  that  Reynolds's  colours  do  not 
stand !  they  want  a  body,  they  seem  glazed.' 

At  the  next  Thrale  dinner  Johnson  was  not  present,  though 
Boswell  was ;  but  the  absence  of  the  ^  stupendous  mortal,'  as 
Miss  Seward  always  called  him,  only  made  his  friends  more 
eager  to  talk  of  him;  and  Campbell  heard  a  chorus  of  second- 
hand mots,  which  could  hardly  have  been  repeated  in  the  pre* 
sence  of  t^e  author,  and  some  of  them  of  so  broad  a  character 
tbat  they  have  driven  the  Australian  editor  to  asterisks  and 
ourselyes  to  omissions.  , 

*  April  1st. — A  fair  day.  Dined  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  whom,  in  proof 
of  the  magnitude  of  London,  I  cannot  help  remarking,  no  coachman, 
and  this  is  the  third  I  have  called,  could  find  without  inquiry.  But 
of  this,  by  the  way.  There  was  Murphy,  Boswell,  and  Baretti :  the  two 
last,  as  I  learned  just  before  I  entered,  are  mortal  foes  ;  so  much  so 
that  Murphy  and  Mrs.  Thrale  agreed  that  Boswell  expressed  a  desire 
that  Baretti  should  be  hanged  upon  that  unfortunate  afiair  of  his 
killing,  &c.*  Upon  this  hint  I  went,  and  without  any  sagacity  it 
was  discernible;  for,  upon  Baretti's  entering,  Boswell  did  not  rise, 
and  upon  Baretti's  descry  of  Boswell  be  grinned  a  perturbed  glance. 
Politeness,  however,  smooths  the  most  hostile  brows,  and  theirs  were 
smoothed.    Johnson  was  the  subject  both  before  and  after  dinner, 

*  Baretti  being  rudely  accosted  by  some  loose  characters  in  the 
Haymarket,  rashly  struck  one  of  them  vrith  a  knife  (which  he  con- 
stantly wore  for  the  pxurpose  of  carying  fruit  and  sweetmeats).  The 
man  died  the  next  day,  and  Baretti  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey. 
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for  it  was  the  boast  of  all  but  myself,  that  under  that  roof  were 
the  Doctor's  first  friends.  His  bon  mots  were  retailed  in  such  plenty 
that  they,  like  a  surfeit,  could  not  lie  upon  memory.  BosweU 
arguing  in  favour  of  a  cheerful  glass,  adduced  the  maxim  in  vino 
Veritas ;  **  Well,"  says  Johnson,  '*  and  what  then,  unless  a  man  has 
"lived  a  lie?"  B.  then  urged  that  it  made  a  man  forget  all  his 
cares  ;  "  that,  to  be  sure,"  says  Johnson,  "might  be  of  use  if  a  man 
"  sat  by  such  a  person  as  you."  BosweU  confessed  that  he  liked  a 
glass  of  whiskey  in  the  highland  tour,  and  used  to  take  it.  At 
length,  says  Johnson,  "let  me  try  wherein  the  pleasure  of  a  Scots- 
"  man  consists,"  and  so  tips  off  a  brimmer  of  whiskey.  But  Johnson*8 
abstemiousness  is  new  to  him,  for  within  a  few  years  he  would 
swallow  two  bottles  of  port  without  any  apparent  alteration,  and 
once>  in  the  company  with  whom  I  dined  this  day,  he  said,  "  Pray, 
"  Mr.  Thrale,  give  us  another  bottle."  It  is  ridiculous  to  pry  so 
nearly  into  the  movements  of  such  men,  yet  Boswell  carrys  it  to 
a  degree  of  superstition.  The  Doctor,  it  appears,  has  a  custom  of 
putting  the  peel  of  oranges  into  his  pocket,  and  he  asked  the 
Doctor  what  use  he  made  of  them;  the  Doctors  reply  was  that 
his  dearest  friend  should  not  know  that  This  has  made  poor 
Boswell  unhappy,  and  I  verily  think  he  is  as  anxious  to  know  the 
secret  as  a  green  sick  girl  N.B.  The  book  wherewith  Johnson 
presented  the  highland  lady  was  Cocker's  Arithmetic' 

The  mighty  mystery  of  the  dried  orange  peel  was  at  last 
solved  by  BosweU's  discovery,  that  Dr.  Johnson  was  in  the 
habit  of  making  a  stomachic  drink  with  it,  which,  as  he  ob- 
served, had  at  least  the  merit  of  doing  no  harm.  But  BosweU's 
infantine  curiosity  on  the  subject  was  extremely  diverting  to 
the  bystanders,  and  did  not  escape  Dr.  Campbeirs  notice. 

The  following  entry  is  one  of  pecuUar  interest,  because  it 
describes  the  very  same  dinner  at  Dilly's  the  bookseUer's  which 
is  related,  though  with  less  detail,  by  Boswell  —  indeed  some  of 
the  most  striking  things  said  by  Johnson  on  this  occasion  were 
said  after  BosweU  was  gone.  It  is  certainly  a  noble  retaUation 
on  Johnson  for  his  insane  injustice  to  the  northern  division  of 
this  island,  that  he  should  owe  the  largest  share  of  his  post- 
humous fame  to  the  Scotchman  who  was  his  biographer.  On 
this  occasion  he  waited  tiU  BosweU  had  retired  before  be  broke 
out  against  the  Scotch ;  but  in  other  respect  the  two  reports 
coincide.  Nothing  can  better  iUustrate  the  genuine  character 
of  these  Notes,  than  the  fact  that  two  concurrent  accounts 
should  have  come  to  liffht  of  this  same  casual  entertainment, 
though  divided  from  each  other  by  half  a  century  in  the  time 
of  pubUcation,  and  by  the  disttmce  of  a  hemisphere. 

*  April  5^.— Dined  with  Dilly  in  the  Poultry  as  guest  to  Mr. 
Boswell,  where  I  met  Dr.  Johnson  (and  a  Mr.  JiiCUer,  who  lives 
near  Bath,  who  is  a  diUetanti  man,  keeps  a  weekly  day  for  the  litte- 
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rati,  and  is  himself  so  litterate  that  he  gathereth  all  the  flowers  that 
ladies  write  and  bindeth  into  a  garland,  but  enough  of  him)  with 
several  others,  particularly  a  Mr.  Scott,  who    seems  to  be  a  very 
sensible  plain  man.     The  doctor  when  I  came  in  had  an  answer 
titled  '^  Taxation  and  Tyranny  "  to  his  last  pamphlet  in  his  hand. 
£[e  laughed  at  it,  and  said,  he  would  read  no  more  of  it,  for  that  it 
paid  him  compliments,  but  gave  him  no  information.     He  asked  if 
there  were  any  more  of  them.    I  told  him  I  had  seen  another,  and 
that  the  *'  Monthly  Review  "  had  handled  it  in  what  I  believed  he 
called  the  way  of  information.     **  Well,"  says  he,  "  I  should  be  glad 
'*to  see  if*    Then  Boswell  (who  understands  his  temper  well), 
asked  him  somewhat,  for  I  was  not  attending,  relative  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Assemblies.     The  Doctor,  in  process  of  discourse  with  him, 
argued  with  great  vehemence  that  the  Assemblies  were  nothing  more 
than  our  vestries.    I  asked  him  was  there  not  this  difference,  that  an 
Act  of  the  Assemblies  required  the  king's  assent  to  pass  into  a  law; 
his  answer  had  more  of  wit  than  of  argument.    "  Well,  Sir,"  says  he, 
"  that  only  gives  it  more  weight."    I  thought  I  had  gone  too  far,  but 
dinner  was  then  announced,  and  Dilly,  who  paid  all  attention  to  him, 
in  placing  him  next  the  fire,  said,  *'  Doctor,  perhaps  you  will  be  too 
warm."     "  No,  Sir,"  says  the  Doctor,  "  I  am  neither  hot  nor  cold." 
"  And  yet,"  said  I,  "  Doctor,  you  are  not  a  lukewarm  man."     This  I 
thought  pleased  him,  and  as  I  sat  next  him,  I  had  a  fine  opportunity 
of  attending  to  his  phiz,  and  I  could  clearly  see  he  was  fond  of  hav- 
ing his  quaint  things  laughed  at,  and  they  (without  any  force)  grati- 
fied my  propensity  to  affuse  grinning.     Mr.  Dilly  led  him  to  give  his 
opinion  of  men  and  things,  of  which  he  is  very  free,  and  Dilly  will 
probably  retail  them  all.     Talking  of  the  Scotch  (after  J^oswell  was 
gone),  he  said,  though  they  were  not  a  learned  nation,  yet  they  were 
far  removed  from  ignorance.    Learning  was  new  amongst  them,  and 
he  doubted  not  but  they  would  in  time  be  a  learned  people,  for  they 
were  a  fine  bold  enterprising  people.     He  compared  England  and 
Scotland  to  two  lions,  the  one  saturated  with  his  belly  full,  and  the 
other  prowling   for  prey.     But  the  test   he  offered  to  prove  that 
Scotland,  though  it  had  learning  enough  for  common  life,  yet  had  not 
sufficient  for  the  dignity  of  literature,  was,  that  he  defied  any  one  to 
produce  a  classical  book  written    in    Scotland,    since  Buchanan. 
Bobertson,  he  said,  used  pretty  words,  but  he  liked  Hume  better,  and 
neither  of  them  would  he  allow  to  be  more  to  Clarendon  than  a  rat 
to  a  cat.     "  A  Scotch  surgeon,"  says  he,  "  may  have  more  learning 
than  an  English  one,  and  all  Scotland  could  not  muster  learning 
enough  for  Louth's  *  Prelections.' "     Turning  to  me  he  said,  "  You 
have  produced  classical  writers  and  scholars ;  I  don't  know,"  says  he, 
"that  any  man  is  before  Usher  as  a  scholar,  unless  it  may  be  Selden, 
and  you  have  a  philosopher,  Boyle,  and  you  have  Swift  and  CJon- 
greve,  but  the  latter,"  says  he,  "  denied  you,"  and  he  might  have 
added  the  former  too.     He  then  said,  **  You  certainly  have  a  turn  for 
the  drama,  for  you  have  Southerne  and  Farquhar  and  Congreve,  and 
many  living  authors  and  players."    Encouraged  by  this,  I  went  back 
to  assert  the  genius  of  Ireland  in  old  times,  and  ventured  to  say  that 
VOL.  ex.  NO.  CCXXIV.  Z 
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the  first  professors  of  Oxford  and  Paris,  kc,  were  Irish.  '^  Sir/*  sajs 
he,  "  I  believe  there  is  something  in  what  70a  saj,  and  I  am  content 
with  it^  sinee  they  are  not  Scotch" 

'This  day  I  went  to  GuUdhall,  and  waited  for  above  an  faoar 
be£ore  the  Lord  Major  came.  He,  Wilkes,  was  rather  worse  tftum  I 
expected  to  find  him,  for  he  labours  under  baldness,  iocrepitude,  and 
want  of  teeth ;  from  the  hedge  of  the  teeth  being  removed,  his  tongne 
is  for  ever  trespassing  upon  his  lips,  whereof  the  undermost  together 
with  the  chin  projects  very  far.  He  went  to  the  front  of  the  hust- 
ings, where  he  was  clapped  as  a  player  more  than  once  before  he  spoke; 
tho'  I  was  removed  from  him  but  the  breadth  of  the  green  table,  I  could 
not  make  out  ail  he  said,  (which  was  not  much,  but  it  was)  in  r^ro- 
bating  the  measures  of  the  Ministry  towards  the  Americans.  He 
then  sat  down,  and  Captain  Allen,  after  making  a  speech  too  trivial  for 
a  mountebank,  yet  he  too  was  applauded,  read  the  address,  petition, 
and  remonstranoewhich  will  be  in  the  prints.' 

Here,  apparently.  Dr.  Campbell  reverts  to  Johnson's  pre- 
vious conversation. 

'  Talking  of  Addison's  timidity  keeping  him  down,  so  that  he 
never  spoke  in  the  House  of  Commons,  was,  he  said,  much  more 
blameworthy  than  if  he  had  attempted  and  failed,  as  a  man  is  more 
praiseworthy  who  fights  and  is  beaten,  than  he  who  runs  away.' 

Three  days  afterwards,  the  principal  members  of  the  same 
company  met  again  at  Mr.  Thrale's.  Boswell,  as  well  as  Camp- 
bell, hae  preserved  some  record  of  this  dinner  —  the  suppa* 
of  the  previous  night  at  Mrs.  Abington's  with  some  fashionable 
people,  and  the  repartee  on  Murphy  and  Grarrick — whose 
names  are  suppressed  by  Boswell,  correctly  supplied  by  Mr. 
Croker  on  conjecture,  and  preserved  by  the  Irish  visitor.  The 
other  particulars  of  this  conversation  are  recorded  by  Campbell 
only. 

*  April  Sth. — ^Very  cold  and  some  rain,  but  not  enough  to  allay  the 
blowing  of  the  dust.  Dined  with  Thrale,  where  Dr.  Johnson  was, 
and  Boswell  (and  Baretti  as  usual).  The  Doctor  was  not  in  as  good 
spirits  as  he  was  at  Dilly's.     He  had  supped  the  night  before  with 

Lady ,  Miss  Jeffryjs^  one  of  the  maids  of  honour.  Sir  Joahua 

Reynolds,  &c.,  at  Mrs.  Abington's.  He  said  Sir  C.  Thompson  and 
some  others  who  were  there  spoke  like  people  who  had  seen  good 
company,  and  so  did  Mrs.  Abington  herself,  who  could  not  have  seen 
good  company.  He  seems  fond  of  Boswell,  and  yet  he  is  always 
abusing  the  Scots  before  him,  by  way  of  joke.  Talking  of  their  na- 
tionality, he  said  they  were  not  singular,  the  Negroes  and  Jews  being 
so  too.  Boswell  lamented  there  was  no  good  map  of  Scotland 
**  There  never  can  be  a  good  (map)  of  Scotland,"  says  the  Doctor 
sententiously.  This  excited  Boswell  to  ask  wherefore.  "  Why,  Sir, 
to  measure  land  a  man  must  go  over  it,  and  who  could  think  of  going 
over  Scotland?"     When  Dr.  Groldsmith  was  mentioned,  and  Dr. 
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Percy's  intention  of  writing  his  life*,  he  expressed  his  approbation, 
strongly  adding,  that  Goldsmith  was  the  best  writer  he  ever  knew 
upon  every  sn^ect  he  wrote  upon.  He  said  that  Kendric  had  bor- 
rowed all  his  dictionary  from  him.  "  Why,"  says  Boswell,  **  erery 
man  who  writes  a  dictionary  must  borrow."  **  No,  Sir,"  says  John- 
son, '^that  is  not  necessary."  "  Why,**  says  Boswell,  "have  not  you  a 
great  deal  in  common  with  those  who  wrote  before  you  ?  **  "Yes,  Sir," 
says  Johnson,  '*  I  have  the  words,  but  my  business  was  not  to  make 
words,  but  to  explain  them."  Talking  of  Garrick  and  Barry,  he  said 
he  always  abused  Garrick  himself,  but  when  an3rbody  else  did  so,  he 
fought  for  the  dog  like  a  tiger ;  and  as  to  Barry,  he  said  he  supposed  he 
could  not  read.  "  And  how  does  he  get  his  part  ?  **  says  one ;  **  Why 
somebody  reads  it  to  him,  and  yet  I  know,"  says  he,  ^*  that  he  is  very 
much  admired."  Mrs.  Thrale  then  took  him  by  repeating  a  repartee 
of  Murphy,  the  setting  Barry  up  in  competition  with  Garrick,  is 
what  irritates  the  English  critics,  and  Murphy  standing  up  for 
Barry.  Johnson  said  that  he  was  fit  for  nothing  but  to  stand  at  an 
auction  room  door  with  his  pole.  Murphy  said  that  Garrick  wonld  do 
the  business  as  well,  and  pick  the  people's  pockets  at  the  same  time. 
Johnson  admitted  the  fact,  but  said  Murphy  spoke  nonsense,  for  that 
people's  pockets  were  not  picked  at  the  door,  but  in  the  room  ;  then, 
sud  I,  he  was  w<»rse  than  the  pickpockets,  forasmuch  as  he  was 
Pandar  to  them.  This  went  otf  with  a  laugh,  Vive  la  bagatelle. 
It  was  a  case  decided  here,  that  there  was  no  harm  and  much 
pleasure  in  laughing  at  our  absent  friends,  and  I  own  if  the  character 
is  not  damaged,  I  can  see  no  injury  done.' 

The  dinner  of  the  10th  April  at  General  Oglethorpe's,  is  also 
reported  by  Boswell^  but  Dr.  Campbell's  note  of  the  conversa- 
tion is  by  far  more  full  uid  amusing  —  indeed  Boswell  ends  by 
the  remark  that  his  hero  *  was  not  much  in  the  hnmour  of  talk- 
^  ing.'  Yet  nothing  cssx  be  more  droll  than  Johnson's  turn  on  the 
old  jest  of  the  want  of  trees  in  Scotland,  and  it  is  evident  that 
Boswell  had  been  snubbed  for  his  curiosity  before  he  left  the  room. 

•  April  \Oth, — ^Bain,  but  not  enough  to  soften  the  asperity  of  the 
weather.  Dined  with  Greneral  Oglethrope,  who  was  in  lieu  of  Aid- 
de-'Camp  (for  he  had  no  such  officer  about  him)  to  Prince  Eugene, 
and  celebrated  by  Mr.  Pope.  Dr.  Johnson  pressed  him  to  write  his 
life ;  adding  that  no  life  in  Europe  was  so  well  worth  recording. 
The  old  man  excused  himself,  saying,  the  life  of  a  private  man  was 
not  worthy  public  notice.  He  however  desired  Boswell  to  bring  him 
some  good  almanack,  that  he  might  recollect  dates,  and  seemed  to 
excuse  himself  also  on  the  article  of  incapacity ;  but  Boswell  desired 

♦  This  was  the  life  to  which  Dr.  Campbell  afterwards  contributed 
the  principal  materials.  It  is  remarkable  that  none  of  the  eminent 
men  who  had  lived  most  in  the  society  of  Goldsmith  undertook  it, 
and  that  Bishop  Percy,  who  did  undertake  it,  should  have  done  so 
little  for  it. 
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him  onlj  to  furnish  the  skeleton,  and  that  Dr.  Johnson  would  supply 
bones  and  sinews.  "  He  would  be  a  good  doctor,"  says  the  General, 
♦*  who  would  do  that."  *'  Well,"  says  I,  "  he  is  a  good  Doctor,"  at  which 
the  Doctor  laughed  very  heartily.  Talking  of  America,  it  was 
observed,  that  his  works  would  not  be  admired  there.  "  No,"  says 
Boswell,  "we  should  soon  hear  of  his  being  hung  in  effigy."  "I 
should  be  glad  of  that,"  says  the  Doctor  :  **  that  would  be  a  new 
source  of  fame,"  alluding  to  some  conversation  on  the  fulness  of  his 
fame  which  had  gone  before.  And  says  Boswell,  "I  wonder  he 
has  not  been  hung  in  effigy  from  the  Hebrides  to  England."  **  I  shall 
suffer  them  to  do  it  corporeally,"  says  the  Doctor,  "  if  they  can  find 
me  a  tree  to  do  it  upon." 

*  The  poem  of  the  Graces  became  the  topic ;  Boswell  asked  if  he 
had  never  been  under  the  hands  of  a  dancing  master.  "  Aye  and  a 
Dancing  Mistress  too,"  says  the  Doctor,  "  but  I  own  to  you  I  never 
took  a  lesson  but  one  or  two,  my  blind  eyes  showed  me  I  could  never 
make  a  proficiency."  Boswell  led  him  to  give  his  opinion  of  Gray : 
he  said  there  were  but  two  good  stanzas  in  all  his  works,  viz.,  the 
Elegy.  Boswell,  desirous  of  eliciting  his  opinion  upon  too  many 
subjects,  as  he  thought,  he  rose  up  and  took  his  hat.  This  was  not 
noticed  by  anybody  as  it  was  nine  o'clock,  but  after  we  got  into  Mr. 
Langton*s  coach,  who  gave  us  a  set  down,  he  said,  '*  Boswell's  con- 
versation consHts  entirely  in  asking  questions,  and  it  is  extremely 
offensive."  We  defended  it  upon  BoswelFs  eagerness  to  hear  the 
Doctor  speak. 

<  Talking  of  suicide,  Boswell  took  up  the  defence  for  argument's  sake, 
and  the  Doctor  said  that  some  cases  were  more  excusable  than  others, 
but  if  it  were  excusable,  it  should  be  the  last  resource ;  **  for  instance," 
says  he,  "  if  a  man  is  distressed  in  circumstances  (as  in  the  case  I 
mentioned  of  Denny)  he  ought  to  fly  his  country."  **  How  can  he 
fly,"  says  Boswell,  "  if  he  has  wife  and  children."  «*  What,  Sir," 
says  the  Doctor,  shaking  his  head  as  if  to  promote  the  fermentation 
of  his  wit,  "  doth  not  a  man  fly  from  his  wife  and  children  if  he 
murders  himself?  "* 

Poor  Dr.  Dodd  was  executed  in  June,  1777,  about  two  years 
after  Campbell's  visit,  and  in  1775,  his  preaching  was  the  height 
of  the  fashion :  we  do  not  remember  to  have  met  with  a  descrip- 
tion of  it  more  graphic  than  the  following  passage. 

*  I4(h  {ApriP). — Fair.  Good  Friday ;  went  to  hear  Dr.  Dodd,  who 
is  cried  up  as  the  first  preacher  in  London,  at  his  own  chapel.  He 
reads  better  than  he  preaches ;  for  in  the  pulpit  he  leans  too  much 
upon  his  notes,  his  eyes  are  seldom  off  them,  yet  he  uses  the  action 
of  an  extempore  delivery  which  makes  a  jarring  jumble.  His  manner 
is  infinitely  superior  to  his  matter,  which  was  a  poor  and  unsuccessful 
attempt  upon  the  passions.  He  said  the  merits  of  Christ  were 
applied  to  us,  just  as  a  man's  paying  a  money  debt  for  another  was 
deemed  a  discharge  for  the  debt ;  and  he  said  that,  as  the  merits  of 
Christ  extended  from  the  rising  up  of  the  sun  to  the  going  down  of 
the  same,  so  they  extended  equally  a  parte  ante  ct  post  since  creation, 
to  those  who  never  heard  the  name,  t.  e,  Jesus  Christ  was  a  vicarious 
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sacrifice,  as  well  for  those  who  lived  before  Him,  as  for  those  who 
have  lived  since ;  and  as  well  for  those  who  never  heard  of  Him,  as 
those  who  have  faith  in  His  name.  . 

*  N.B.  The  shops  were  not  shut  up  to-day  farther  than  that  some 
of  them  had  a  single  board  standing  up.  The  paviours  went  on  as 
all  other  workmen  did,  and  the  ladies  went  to  their  exercise  in  Hjde  . 
Park  as  usual.  Dodd  did  not  read  the  communion  service  rubrically, 
for  be  kneeled  at  the  beginning,  and  though  it  was  a  fast  dav  he  and 
Ills  coadjutors  wore  surplices.  Supped  with  Jack  Day  and  a  set  of 
Irish.' 

Dining  on  Easter  Sunday  with  Archdeacon  Congreve,  Dr. 
Campbell  met  the  Lord  Primate^  and  on  being  asked  whether 
he  *  had  seen  the  lions,'  the  Rector  of  Clones  answered  by  say- 
ing that  he  had  seen  Sir  Joshua's  paintings  and  heard  the  con- 
versation of  Dr.  Johnson  and  his  friends — to  which  the  dignitary 
replied^  ^Aye!  these  indeed  are  lions  worth  seemg,  and  the 
*  sight  of  them  may  be  of  use  to  you.'  But  the  curiosity  of  our 
traveller  was  destined  to  be  yet  more  fully  gratified  in  another 
quarter. 

*  18M  {April). —  Went  in  one  of  the  Brentford  coached  to  Kew 
Bridge,  walked  from  thence  along  the  Thames  (N.B.  a  smart  shower 
then)  to  Richmond,  near  which  1  met  the  King  with  a  single  gentle- 
man, and  two  of  the  princes.  I  did  not  know  him  till  I  was  cheek 
for  jowl  with  him,  (jowl  here  I  apply  to  his  majesty),  and  then  I  took 
off  my  hat ;  sometime  before  I  met  the  king  I  overtook  a  boy  of 
fifteen  or  sixteen,  dressed  in  flannel  or  something  of  that  sort.  I 
asked  him  several  questions,  to  all  which  he  answered  with  English 
curtness ;  he  was,  however,  glad  of  a  penny  for  carrying  my  coat. 
After  passing  the  king  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  who  that  was,  he 
answered  in  die  negative.  I  then  told  him,  that  is  the  king ;  he 
showed  no  emotion,  but  turned  round  and  said  leisurely,  *'  Is  that  the 
king  ?  '*  An  Irish  boy  would  have  dogged  him  at  the  heels  as  long  as 
he  could.  It  would  be  heresy  here  to  deny  that  Richmond  still 
afforded  the  finest  prospect  in  the  world,  and  it  would  be  false  to 
deny  that  it  afibrded  a  rich  one,  yet  it  has  nothing  picturesque  to  be 
seen  from  it,  for  it  was  the  second  and  third  distances.  Wdes  is  the 
fertile  mother  of  landscapes.'  —  N.B.  Richmond  Hill  is  very  coarse 
ground,  covered  with  furze  and  rushes.' 

His  next  call  on  Johnson  was  to  take  leave  of  him,  for  three 
days  later  Campbell  left  London.  Johnson  evidently  liked  the 
Irishman,  for  there  runs  through  these  interviews  a  vein  of 
courtesy,  to  which  his  admirers  were  not  often  accustomed. 

*  2Ath  {April).  —  Rainy  morning.  Sat  an  hour  with  Dr.  Johnson 
about  noon.     He  was  at  breakfast,  with  a  Pindar*^  in  his  hand,  and 

*  After  Johnson's  death.  Miss  Seward  and  Mrs.  Thrale  declared 
that  he  owned  he  had  not  opened  a  Greek  book  for  ten  years,  and  he 
was  wont  to  speak  of  Anacreon's  Dove  as  the  thing  that  pleased  him 
most  in  Greek  poetry :  yet  Dr.  Campbell  finds  him  *  at  breakfast  with 
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after  salutiog  me  with  great  cordiality,  he,  after  whistling  in  his  way 
over  Pindar,  laid  the  book  down,  and  then  told  me  he  had  seen  my 
Lord  Primate  at  Sir  Joshua's,  and  '^  I  believe,''  says  he,  '^  I  have  not 
recommended  myself  much  to  him,  for  I  differed  widely  in  o{HnioBS 
from  him,  yet  1  hear  he  is  doing  good  things  in  Ireland."  I  men- 
.tioned  Skelton  to  him  as  a  man  of  strong  imagination,  and  told  him 
the  story  of  his  selling  lus  library  for  the  support  of  the  poor.  He 
seemed  much  affected  by  it,  and  then  fell  &  rowling  and  mattering  to 
himself,  and  I  could  hear  him  plainly  say,  after  several  minutes' 
pause  from  conversation,  ''  Skelton  is  a  great  good  man."  He  then 
said,  ''I  purpose  reading  his  OphiamachiSy  for  I  have  never  seen 
anything  of  his  but  some  allegoric  pieces,  which  I  thought  very  well 
of.  He  told  me  he  had  seen  Delany  when  he  was  in  every  sense 
gravis  annis*  ;  "  but  he  was  (an)  able  man,"  says  he ;  **  his  •  Revelation 
examined  with  candour,'  was  well  received,  and  I  have  seen  an  intro* 
ductory  preface  to  a  second  edition  of  one  of  his  books,  which  was 
the  finest  thing  I  ever  read  in  the  declamatory  way."  He  asked  me 
whether  Clay tonf  was  an  English  or  IrishmaD  ?  *'  He  endeavoured  te 
raise  a  heresy  among  you,"  says  he,  "but  without  effect,  Tbelieve."  I 
told  him  one  effect  in  the  case  of  the  parish  clerks.  His  indignation 
was  prodigious,  **  Aye,"  says  he,  "  these  are  the  effects  of  heretical 
notions  upon  vulgar  nrinds." ' 

Our  limits  forbid  us  to  accompany  our  traveller  on  his  home-* 
ward  journey,  though  his  account  of  Bath  and  Bristol  is  highly 
entertaining,  and  especially  the  manner  in  which  a  Sunday 
might  be  spent  'with  five  or  six  lively  Irish  girls'  at  Bath 
some  eighty  years  ago;  but  we  prefer  to  revert  to  a  subse- 
quent interview  with  Dr.  Johnson  on  the  occasion  of  a  visit 
paid  him  about  six  years  after  that  which  we  have  hitherto 
described.  In  1781,  Dr.  Campbell  returned  to  London  for  the 
purpose  (as  we  have  already  mentioned)  of  obtaining  a  cadet- 
ship  for  his  nephew,  and  he  took  the  opportunity  of  renewing 
his  acquaintance  with  Johnson,  i 

*  a  Pindar  in  his  hand.'  It  is  certain,  however,  that  he  had  small  pre- 
tensions to  Greek  scholarship. 

*  Dr.  Patrick  Delany,  the  Dean  of  Down,  was  an  intimate  friend 
of  Swift,  and  acknowledged  to  be  a  writer  of  ability  and  learning. 
He  died  in  1768,  at  more  than  eighty  years  of  age. 

I  Dr.  Clayton  was  translated  to  the  Bishopric  of  Clogher  in  1745, 
but  in  1751  he  published  an  Arian  treatise,  not  written  by  himself; 
the  Irish  Convocation  determined  to  proceed  against  him,  when  he 
was  seized  with  a  nervous  fever  which  terminated  his  life  in  1758. 
We  are  indebted  for  these  particulars  to  Mr.  Alibone's  ^Dictionary 

*  of  British  and  American  Authors,'  a  work  of  extraordinary  research 
and  very  commendable  accuracy.  There  is  scarcely  a  name  in  the 
whole  range  of  English  literature  which  seems  to  have  escaped  Mr. 
Alibone's  notice. 

X  It  appears  from  a  passage  in  Dr.  Campbell's  *  Strictures  on  the 

*  History  of  Ireland,'  that  he  also  spent  the  winter  of  1777  in  Lon- 
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^  June  Wth,  1781.— -I  went  to  see  Dr.  Johnson ;  found  him  alone. 
Haretti  came  soon  after.     Baretti  (after  some  panse  in  conyersa* 
tion)  asked  me  if  the  disturbances  were  over  in  Ireland.     I  told  him 
X  had  not  heard  of  any  disturbances  there.    ^^  What,"  says  he,  "have 
you  not  been  up  in  arms  ?**    *'  Yes,  and  a  great  nulnber  of  men  con- 
tinue so  to  be."    ''And  don't  you  call  that  disturbance?"  returned 
Baretti.      ''No/'    said  I,  "the  Irish   volunteers    have    demeaned 
themselyes  very  peaceably,  and  instead  of  distnrbing  the  peace  of 
the  country  have  contributed  much  to  its  preservation."  The  Doctor, 
who  had  been  long  silent,  turned  a  sharp  ear  to  what  I  was  saying, 
and,  with  vehemence^  said,  "  What^  Sir,  don't  you  call  it  disturbance 
to   oppose  legal  government  with  arms  in  your  hands  and  compel 
it  to  make  laws  in  your  favour  ?    Sir,  I  cfdl  it  rebellion,  rebellion 
as  much  as  the  rebellions  of  Scotland."     "Doctor,"  said  I,  **I  am 
sorry  to  hear  that  fall  from  you.    I  must,  however,  say  that  the 
Irish  consider  themselves  as  the  most  loyal  of  His  Majesty's  sub- 
jectSy  at  the  same  time  that  they  firmly  deny  any  allegiance  to  a 
Britiah  Parliament.     They  have  a  separate  legislature,  and  that  they 
have  never  shown  any  inoHnation  to  resist."      "  Sir»"  says  the 
Doctor,  "  you  do  owe  allegiance  to  the  British  Parliament  as  a  con^ 
quered  nation,  and  had  I  been  minister  I  would  have  made  you 
submit  to  it.    I  would  have  done  as  Oliver  Cromwell  did,  I  would 
have  burned  your  cities  and  wasted  you  in  the  fires  (or  flames)  of 
them."    ^  after  allowing  the  Doctor  to  vent  his  indignation  upon 
Ireland,  coolly  replied,  "Doctor,  the  times  are  altered,  and  I  don't 
find  that  you  have  succeeded  so  well  in  burning  the  cities  and  roast- 
ing the  inhabitants  of  America."     "  Sir,"  says  he  gravely,  and  with 
a  less  vehement  tone,  "  what  you  say  is  true,  the  times  are  altered, 
for  power  is   now  nowhere;   we  live  under  a  government  of  in- 
fluence not  of  power;  but,  Sir,  had  we  treated  the  Americans  as 
we  ought,  and  as  they  deserved,  we  should  have  at  once  razed  all 
their  towns  —  and  let  them  enjoy  their  forests."     After  this  wild 
ranty  argument  would  but  have  enraged  him;  I  therefore  let  him 
vibrate  into  calmness,  then,  turning  round  to  me  he,  with  a  smile, 
says,  "  After  all.  Sir,  though  I  hold  the  Irish  to  be  rebels,  I  don't 
think  they  have  been  so  very  wrong ;  but  you  know  that  you  com-  . 
polled  our  Parliament  by  force  of  arms   to  pass  an  Act  in  your 
favour.     That  I  call  rebellion."     "But,  Doctor,"  said  I,  "did  the 
Irish  claim  anything  that  ought  not  to  have  been  granted,  though 
they  had  not  made  the  claim  ?  "     "  Sir,  I  won't  dispute  that  matter 
with  you,  but  what  I  insist  upon  is  that  the  mode  of  requisition  was 
rebellious."     "  Well,  Doctor,  let  me  ask  you  but^one  question,  and  I 
shall  ask  you  no  more  on  this  subject :  do  you  think  that  Ireland 
would  have  obtained  what  it  has  got  by  any  other  means  ?  "     "  Sir," 
says  he,  "  candidly,  I  believe  it  would  not     However,  a  wise  Gro* 

don,  and  was  honoured  with  the  familiarity  and  friendship  of  Johnson. 
In  fact  he  stayed  in  London  from  October,  1776,  to  May,  1777.  But 
no  record  of  this  visit  has  been  preserved,  and  as  Boswell  was  in 
Scotland  during  the  whole  of  this  time,  Dr.  Campbell's  name  does 
not  reappear  in  the  '  Life.' 
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vernment  should  not  grant  even  a  claim  of  justice  if  an  attempt  is 
made  to  extort  it  by  force."    I  said  no  more.' 

This  conversation  is  very  remarkable  from  the  importance 
of  the  subject  and  the  light  it  throws  on  Johnson's  political 
opinions;  and  this  note  of  it  is  the  more  interesting  from  the 
circumstance  that  Dr.  Campbell  himself  refers  to  the  occasion 
at  greater  length  in  one  of  his  acknowledged  publications — ^thc 
passage  has  abready  been  reprinted  by  Mr.  Nichols  in  the 
seventh  volume  of  his  *  Literary  Illustrations/  p.  762.,  as  a 
valuable  and  appropriate  addition  to  the  life  of  Johnson.  He 
there  informs  tne  reader  by  way  of  introduction,  that  having 
repeated  the  conversation  to  his  dear  friend  Dr.  Watkinson 
within  an  hour  or  two  after  it  passed,  '  he  thought  it  so  extra- 

*  ordinary  that  he  gave  me  pen,  ink,  and  paper  to  set  it  down 
'  immediately  as  a  test  of  the  poUtical  principles  of  Johnson.'  It 
is  extremely  probable,  therefore,  that  the  rough  note  we  have 
now  laid  before  our  r^ers  is  the  identical  memorandum  written 
at  the  time :  and  the  conversation  was  afterwards  repablished 
in  a  fuller  and  more  elaborate  form  in  the  ^  Strictures  on  Irish 
'  History.' 

We  have  borrowed  more  largely  than  is  our  custom  fix)m 
these  pages,  because  the  copy  of  Mr.  Raymond's  publication 
now  before  us  is  probably  the  only  one  on  this  side  of  the 
equator,  and  he  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  hit  upon  a  vein 
of  unusual  interest  to  every  one  who  is  conversant  —  as  who  is 
not  conversant?  —  with  Dr.  Johnson's  life  and  conversation. 
The  remaining  portions  of  the  diary  are  slight,  and  have  not  the 
same  claim  to  our  notion,  though  there  is  some  amusement  in 
the  Doctor's  trip  to  Paris  in  1787,  in  his  return  by  way  of 
Brighton,  where  he  met  the  Princes  and  Mrs.  Fitzherbert  at  a 
ball,  and  afterwards  saw  Charles  Fox  (whom  he  calls   ^this 

*  profligate  head  of  opposition,')  *  walking  on  the  Steyne  in  very 

*  indifferent  company.' 

Notes  of  this  kind,  hastily  but  faithfully  jotted  down  at  the 
time  by  persons  who  live  in  good  society,  acquire  in  less  than  a 
century  an  extraordinary  degree  of  interest  and  value.  Dr. 
Campbell's  diary  has  been  walled  up  behind  that  ancient  press 
in  the  Supreme  Court  at  Sydney,  until,  like  a  pipe  of  Madeira 
laid  in  on  the  birth  of  an  heir  and  forgotten  on  his  majority,  it 
has  acquired  the  flavour  of  a  curious  liqueur.  The  world  is 
extremely  indebted  to  Mr.  Raymond  for  having  brought  this 
document  to  light;  and  in  any  future  edition  of  the  Life  of 
Johnson,  Dr.  Campbell's  notes  cannot  fail  to  be  inserted.  Indeed, 
we  hope  that  the  Editor,  to  whom  the  copyright  belongs,  will 
shortly  allow  the  whole  volume  to  be  republished  in  this  country. 
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Abt.  III. — Ceylon:  An  Account  of  the  Island,  Physical,  Histo^ 
ricaly  and  Topographical:  with  Notices  of  its  Natural  History, 
Antiquities,  and  Productions.  Illustrated  by  Maps,  Plans, 
and  Drawings.  By  Sir  J.  Emebson  Tennent.  2  vols. 
8vo.     London:  1859. 

A  MIDST  the  kbours  of  a  life  devoted  to  the  assiduous  dis- 
'^  charge  of  public  duties,  both  abroad  and  at  home.  Sir 
Emerson  Tennent  has  found  means  to  produce  the  most  copious, 
interesting,  and  complete  monograph  which  exists  in  our  lan- 
guage on  any  of  the  possessions  of  the  British  Crown.  The 
island  of  Ceylon  cannot,  with  any  strictness  or  propriety,  be 
termed  a  colony.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest  kingdoms  of  the 
earth,  inhabited  by  races  whose  origin  is  lost  in  primitive  anti- 
quity ;  traces  of.  the  demon  worship  of  fattened  serpents  still 
linger  among  the  superstitions  of  the  people ;  and  the  lofty  pin- 
nacle called  *  Adam's  Peak,*  which  has  served  for  ages  as  a  land- 
mark to  the  navigators  of  the  Eastern  seas,  is  still  said  to  bear  the 
footprint  of  the  first  created  man.  The  chronicles  of  the  island 
extend,  if  we  may  place  implicit  reliance  on  the  profound  re- 
searches of  Mr.  Tumour,  the  translator  of  the  Mahawanso,  in 
an  unbroken  series  through  twenty-three  centuries,  from  543  B.C. 
to  the  year  of  Christ  1758.  The  arts  of  agriculture  were 
imported  into  Ceylon  by  the  Bengal  conquerors,  who  founded 
the  dynasty  of  Wijayo,  five  centuries  before  Christ;  in  the 
first  centuries  of  the  Christian  era  civilisation  was  established, 
and  the  population  is  supposed  to  have  been  ten  times  what  it 
now  is.*  Irrigation  by  artificial  lakes  and  enormous  tanks,  one 
of  which  was  forty  miles  in  circumference,  gave  life  and  fertility 
to  the  soil ;  and  as  the  modem  traveller  penetrates  by  forgotten 
tracks  into  the  recesses  of  the  forest,  he  is  everywhere  struck 
by  the  vast  and  countless  excavations  and  embankments  which 
attest  the  industry  and  ingenuity  of  a  great  people.  Two 
thousand  years  ago  the  Buddhist  faith  was  introduced  into 
Ceylon,  and  the  island  soon  became  one  of  the  chief  seats 
of  that  creed,  which  holds  three  hundred  and  fifty  millions 
of  human  beings  in  its  fetters ;  the  mystical  Bo-tree,  which 
still  flourishes  in  the  holy  precincts  of  Anarajapoora,  detached 
from  the  identical  tree  under  which  Buddha  reclined  when  he 
received  his  initiation  in  Uruwela,  has  already  completed  its 

*  The  population  of  all  races  in  Ceylon  amounted  in  1857  to 
1,697,975,  besides  soldiers  and  aliens  estimated  at  about  30,000 :  yet 
the  island  is  only  about  one-sixth  smaller  than  Ireland. 
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second  millennium.  By  the  extinction  of  the  ancient  dynasties^ 
by  the  decline  of  the  population^  and  by  the  progress  of  Euro- 
pean enterprise,  Ceylon  has  been  successively  occupied  and 
ruled  by  the  Portuguese,  and  by  the  Dutdi,  until  it  passed  at 
length  entirely  into  the  possession  of  the  British  Crown.  Few 
countries  have  a  history  of  eqval  antiquity,  connected  by  so 
many  links  with  the  great  political  and  religious  revolutions  of 
the  world ;  uniting,  as  in  an  emporium,  the  commerce  and  the 
industry  of  the  East  and  of  the  West,  and  deriving  a  peculiar 
and  romantic  interest  from  its  incomparable  natural  beauty,  and 
its  varied  natural  productions. 

These  curious  and  copious  materials  had  remained  scattered  in 
an  infinite  variety  of  repositories,  until  Sir  Emerson  Tennent, 
moved  by  the  interest  he  felt  in  the  island,  in  which  he  then 
filled  a  high  official  station,  applied  Inmself  to  the  production  of 
the  work  now  before  us.  We  congratulate  him  on  the  success 
which  has  attended  his  persevering  and  conscientious  labours,  for 
the  result  is  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  books  we  have  ever 
had  the  good  fortune  to  examine.  He  has  ransacked  the  his- 
torical and  geographical  records  of  every  age  and  country 
having  reference  to  his  subject,  many  of  them  entirely  un- 
known ;  thus,  in  addition  to  the  notices  of  Ceylon,  which  are  to 
be  foimd  in  Pliny,  Ptolemy,  and  the  Arabian  geographers,  he 
has  succeeded  in  obtaining,  through  the  Chinese  missions,  a 
singular  collection  of  documents  on  the  relations  of  the  Singha- 
lese with  the  court  of  Fekin ;  he  has  consulted  the  little  known 
works  of  Valentyn,  De  Barros,  and  De  Couto,  in  Dutch  and 
Portuguese;  he  has  searched  the  Indian  correspondence  of 
Marquis  Pombal  (now  in  the  British  Museum)  for  the  Por- 
tuguese reports  and  despatches ;  and  he  has  succeeded  in  com- 
pleting, from  Mr.  North's  letters  in  the  Wellesley  papers,  the 
particulars  of  the  revolution  which  overthrew  the  house  of 
Kandy.  The  chapters  of  this  work  relating  to  the  natural 
history  of  the  island,  to  which  we  shall  devote  the  greater  part 
of  the  following  pages,  have  a  still  more  general  interest.  In 
no  part  of  the  tropics  is  the  climate  more  brilliant,  the  vegetation 
more  luxuriant,  the  resources  of  the  soil  more  abundant,  the 
forests  more  animated  by  a  thousand  varieties  of  life.  And  Sir 
Emerson  Tennent  displays  a  very  vivid  power  of  transporting 
his  readers  into  the  midst  of  these  scenes,  which  are  so  delight- 
ful to  the  imagination,  and  sometimes  so  much  less  delightful 
to  actual  experience.  We  are  extremely  well  satisfied  to  visit 
Ceylon  in  Sir  Emerson's  company,  without  being  bitteii  by  land 
leeches,  snapped  at  by  crocodiles,  terrified  by  cobras,  or  pursued 
by  an  irritated  proboscidian ;  and  we  are  aU  the  more  grateful 
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to  oar  author  for  the  sunshine  he  has  contrived  to  throw  upon 
the  dark  autumnal  days  of  England  by  the  publication  of  these 
Tolumes. 

Nothing  better  illustrates  the  very  extended  connesdon  of 
Ceylon  with  the  different  civilisations  and  powers  which  have 
succeeded  one  another  for  the  last  two  thousand  years  in  the 
Easty  than  the  great  variety  of  appellations  by  which  this  cele- 
brated island  figures  in  the  annals  of  different  countries.  In 
the  mythical  language  of  the  Brahmins^  it  bore  the  name  of 
'  Lanka/  ^  the  resplendent ; '  they  made  it  the  first  meridian 
of  their  astronomical  system;  and  extolled  it  as  a  region  of 
mystery  and  preternatural  beauty.  Sir  Emerson  is  of  <q)inion 
that  Galle,  which  became  the  mart  of  Portugal  and  of  Holland^ 
and  is  now  one  of  the  principal  rendezvous  of  British  steamers, 
was  the  Tarshish  to  which  the  Phoenician  mariners  and  the  fleets 
of  Solomon  resorted  to  bring  back  the  gold  of  Ophir,  —  Ophir 
being  now  supposed  to  be  Malacca,  the  Aurea  Chersonesus  of 
the  later  Greek  geographers. 

*The  ships  intended  for  the  voyage  were  built  by  Solomon  at 
"  Edon-geber  on  the  shores  of  the  Red  Sea,"  the  rowers  coasted 
along  the  shores  of  Arabia  and  the  Persian  Gulf,  headed  by  an  east 
wind.  Tarshish,  the  port  for  which  they  were  bound,  was  in  an 
island,  governed  by  kings,  and  carrying  on  an  extensive  foreign 
trade.  The  voyage  occupied  three  years  in  going  and  returning 
firom  the  Red  Sea,  and  the  cargoes  brought  home  to  Ezion-geber 
consisted  of  gold  and  silver,  ivory,  apes,  and  peacocks.  Gold  could 
have  been  shipped  at  Galle  from  the  vessels  which  brought  it  from 
Ophir,  ** silver  spread  into  plates,"  which  is  particularised  by  Jeremiah 
as  an  export  of  Tarshish,  is  one  of  the  substances  on  which  the 
sacred  books  of  the  Singhalese  are  even  now  inscribed;  ivory  is 
found  in  Ceylon,  and  must  have  been  both  abundant  and  full  grown 
there  before  the  discovery  of  gunpowder  led  to  the  wanton  destruc- 
tion of  elephants ;  apes  are  indigenous  to  the  island,  and  peafowl  are 
found  there  in  numbers.  It  is  very  remarkable,  too,  that  the  terms 
by  which  these  articles  are  designated  in  the  Hebrew  Scriptures,  are 
identical  with  the  Tamil  names,  by  which  some  of  them  are  called  in 
Ceylon  to  the  present  day :  thus  tukeyim,  which  is  rendered  **  pea- 
"  cocks  "  in  our  version,  may  be  recognised  in  tokei,  the  modern  name 
for  these  birds;  *' hapi**  apes,  is  the  same  in  both  languages,  and  the 
Sanskrit  "  ibha*'  ivory,  is  identical  with  the  Tamil " ibam" 

'  Thus  by  geograplucal  positicm,  by  indigenous  productions,  and  by 
the  fact  of  its  having  been  from  time  inunemorial  the  resort  of  mer- 
chant ships  from  Egypt,  Arabia,  and  Persia  on  the  one  side,  and 
India,  Java,  and  China  on  the  other,  Galle  seems  to  present  a  com- 
bination of  every  particular  essential  to  determine  the  problem  so 
long  undecided  in  biblical  dialectics,  and  to  establish  its  own  identity 
with  the  Tarshish  of  the  sacred  historians,  the  mart  so  long  frequented 
by  the  ships  of  Tyre  and  Judea.' 
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No  portion  of  Sir  Emerson's  book  is  more  curious  and 
novel  tnan  that  in  which  he  describes  the  Chinese  writers  who 
have  preceded  himself  in  the  description  of  the  island.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  community  of  religion  and  the  desire  of 
trade  had  established^  at  an  early  period^  intimate  relations 
between  the  Singhalese  and  the  Chinese;  and  no  less  than 
twenty-four  Chinese  writers  are  known  to  have  dealt  with  the 
subject  Indeed^  the  Singhalese  ambassadors  who  arrived  in 
Kome^  in  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Claudius,  and  from  whom 
Pliny  derived  the  materials  of  his  own  account  of  the  island, 
stated  that  their  ancestors  had  reached  China  by  traversing 
India  and  the  Himalayan  mountains,  and  this  route  was  in  use 
long  before  ships  had  attempted  the  voyage.  The  Chinese  to- 
pographers   call   Ceylon  *  Sze-tsew-kwo/   which  means   *the 

*  Kingdom  of  Lions/  a  version  of  the  Pali  word  *  Smghala ' :  so 
too  they  call  it  Paou-choo,  *  the  Island  of  Gems,'  lor  which 
Ceylon  has  always  been  celebrated.  It  was  there  they  bought 
topazes  of  four  distinct  tints,  described  in  inimitable  Chinese 
imagery,  as  'those  the  colour  of  wine;  the  delicate  tint  of 
'young  goslings;  the  deep  amber  like  beeswax,  and  the  pale 

*  tinge  resembling  the  opening  bud  of  the  pine ' :  and  it  was 
there  a  Chinese  monarch  purchased  for  an  inconceivable  price 
the  biggest  and  brightest  ruby  the  world  ever  beheld ;  for  a 
man  could  not  hold  it  in  the  palm  of  his  hand,  and  it  emitted 
light  in  the  darkest  night. 

Ceylon  was  not  known  to  the  Greeks  and  Romans  before  the 
campaign  of  Alexander,  but  it  was  partially  described  by 
Megasthenes,  twenty  years  after  his  death;  and  Ovid  seems  to 
have  had  no  doubt  that  it  was  an  island,  when  he  says  — 

'  Aut  ubi  Taprobanen  Indica  cingit  aqua.' 

But  it  appears  that  it  was  not  till  the  reign  of  the  Emperor 
Claudius  that  a  Boman  seaman — the  Columbus  of  antiquity — 
trusting  to  the  monsoon  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  dared  to  cross 
to  the  coast  of  Malabar.  The  first  consequence  of  opening  the 
direct  trade  with  the  East  was  a  drain  of  silver  on  Rome  to 
pay  for  the  Eastern  commodities  imported  through  Egypt.  The 
very  same  phenomenon  has  gone  on  to  our  own  day.  These 
communications  soon  made  the  island  of  Taprobane,  as  it  was 
called,  well  known  to  the  Romans;  and  Phny,  as  we  have 
already  observed,  had  the  advantage  of  meeting  a  Smghalese 
embassy  in  Italy,  consisting  of  a  *  Rachia '  and  three  other 
persons — the  word  Rachia  probably  standing  for  Rajah.  In 
little  more  than  half  a  century  after  the  death  of  Pliny,  the 
island  of  Taprobane  was  far  more  minutely  and  accurately  de- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1859.  Sir  Emerson  Tennent's  Ceylon.  347 

scribed  than  It  had  hitherto  been,  in  the  great  work  of  Ptolemy ; 
and  we  are  fumbhed,  in  the  work  before  us,  with  an  elaborate 
and  ingenious  comparison  of  the  ancient  and  modem  charts. 

There  is  yet  a  navigator,  singularly  endeared  to  us  by  our 
earliest  recollections,  to  whom  Ceylon  was  certainly  familiar. 
The  local  name  *  Sinhala-diva '  was  corrupted  into  '  Seren-diva,' 
or  Serendip,  by  the  Arabian  pilots ;  and  who  does  not  remem- 
ber that  the  embassy  of  the  Caliph  Haroun  Alraschid  to  the 
King  of  Serendib  was  the  occasion  of  the  seventh  voyage  of 
Sinbad  of  the  Sea  ?  The  incredible  variety  of  incident  which 
gives  so  great  a  charm  to  the  '  Arabian  NightSj,^  is  due  not  to 
fancy  alone  but  in  some  measure  to  the  tales  of  travellers  or 
legends  current  in  the  East  Thus  Sinbad's  story  of  the 
loadstone  mountain,  which  drew  out  the  iron  bolts  of  the 
ships,  is  alluded  to  by  several  Arab  writers,  and  it  can  be  traced 
much  further  back  even  to  Chinese  authors;  down  to  the  present 
day  the  Singhalese  make  their  boats  without  iron  nails,  and  the 
planks  are  secured  by  wooden  bolts,  precisely  as  Palladius  says 
that  vessels  sailing  for  Ceylon  should  be  fastened  with  wooden 
instead  of  iron  bolts,  Sinbad,  or  the  author  of  Sinbad,  must 
have  visited  Ceylon  ;  he  knew  the  distinction  between  the  Sin- 
ghalese race  in  the  south  of  the  island,  where  the  cultivation 
of  rice  is  carried  on  by  the  mere  action  of  the  rains,  and  the 
Tamil  races  of  the  north,  who  are  as  black  as  Abyssinians  and 
cultivate  their  fields  by  artificial  irrigation.  The  legend  of  the 
elephants'  burying  place,  to  which  Sinbad  was  conveyed  by  . 
the  sagacity  of  those  animals,  is  still  firmly  believed  by  the 
elephant  hunters,  though  since  the  days  of  Sinbad  the  great 
majority  of  Singhalese  elephants  have  ceased  to  wear  tusks. 
Lastly,  it  is  a  curious  illustration  of  the  story  of  Sinbad's 
escape  by  floating  down  a  subterranean  river,  which  brought 
him  into  the  centre  of  Serendib,  that  a  popular  conviction  still 
exists  that  there  is  such  a  subterranean  river  in  the  north  of 
Ceylon,  at  the  very  place  where  Sinbad  found  the  people  like 
Abyssinians  watering  their  fields  by  irrigation.  The  stream  is 
called  the  Well  of  Potoor,  and  it  presents  a  very  extraordinary 
natural  phenomenon,  to  which  we  shall  presently  revert. 

It  is  time,  however,  that  we  quit  these  speculations  for  that 
which  after  all  constitutes  the  highest  merit  of  the  book  and  will 
prove  its  chief  attraction ;  we  mean  the  delightful  chapters  which 
Sir  Emerson  Tennent  has  devoted  to  the  natural  history  and  to 
the  varied  natural  productions  of  Ceylon.  The  part  of  the  work 
embracing  the  physical  geography  of  this  enchanting  region 
includes  many  valuable  remarks  on  the^  geology  of  the  island. 
The  nucleus  of  its  mountain  masses  consists  of  gneissic,  granitic. 
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and  other  crystalline  rocks.  The  author  regards  as  extraTSgant 
the  ideas  propounded  by  the  Hindus  regarding  the  fointer 
position  and  extent  of  Ceylon,  which  expand  the  island  to  the 
proportions  of  a  continent.  But  recent  evidence  of  the  high 
antiquity  of  the  human  race>  in  connexion  with  changes  in 
the  geographical  contour  of  existing  continents^  might  justify 
a  more  fayourable  reception  of  the  traditions  of  the  Buddhist 
historians,  which  were  adopted  by  Sir  William  Jones,  and  of 
those  with  which  the  early  Portuguese  settlers  found  the 
Singhalese  impressed,  relative  to  the  former  extent  of  Ceylon, 
and  its  subsequent  reduction  by  partial  submergence.  Hie 
facts  and  arguments  adduced  by  Sir  Emerson  Tennent  against 
the  hypothesis  of  a  former  union  of  the  island  with  the  con- 
tinent of  India  appear  to  be  conclusive.  '  He  has  ably  applied 
the  facts  of  the  geographical  distribution  of  organic  nature 
to  this  question,  and  remarks  that  '  not  only  plants,  but  ani- 
^  mals,  mammalia,  birds,  reptiles,  and  insects,  exist  in  Ceylon, 
^  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  flora  or  £Auna  of  the  Indian 
*  continent.'   (Vol.  i.  p.  12.) 

The  evidence  of  subsidence  is  rarely  of  a  kind  to  be  patait, 
or  to  be  had  without  expensive  investigation ;  that  of  elevation 
is  more  obvious,  and  easier  to  be  obtained ;  and  is  unmistake- 
able  in  regard  to  its  gradual  operation  on  certain  localities  in 
Ceylon. 

<  Terraces  abounding  in  marine  shells  imbedded  in  agglutinated 
sand  occur  in  situations  far  above  high-water  mark.  Immediately 
inland  from  Point  de  Galle,  the  surfieuse  soil  rests  on  a  stratum  of  de- 
composing coral ;  and  sea-shells  are  found  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  shore.  Further  north  at  Madampe,  between  Chilaw  and 
Negombo,  the  shells  of  pearl  oysters  and  other  bivalves  are  turned 
up  by  the  plough  more  than  ten  miles  from  the  sea. 

*  These  recent  formations  present  themselves  in  a  still  more  striking 
form  in  the  north  of  the  island,  the  greater  portion  of  which  may^be 
regarded  as  the  conjoint  production  of  the  coral  polypes,  and  the  cur- 
rents, which  for  the  greater  portion  of  the  year  set  impetuously  to- 
wards the  south. 

*  On  the  north-west  side  of  the  island,  where  the  currents  are 
checked  by  the  obstruction  of  Adam's  Bridge,  still  water  prevailing 
in  the  Gulf  of  Manaar,  these  deposits  have  been  profusely  heaped^ 
and  the  low  sandy  plains  have  been  proportionally  extended  ;  whilst 
on  the  south  and  east,  where  the  current  sweeps  unimpeded  along  the 
coast,  the  line  of  the  shore  is  bold  and  occasionally  rocky.*  (Vol.  Lp.  13.) 

The  soil  which  covers  the  more  elevated  parts  of  the  primi- 
tive rocks  is  formed  almost  entirely  by  their  decay. 

*  The  tertiary  rocks  which  form  such  remarkable  features  in  the 
geology  of  other  countries  are  almost  unknown  in  Ceylon  ;  and  the 
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*^  claj-filate,  sUarian^  old  red  sandstone,  carboniferous,  new  red  sand- 
stone, oolitic,  and  cretaceous  sjstems  "  have  not  as  yet  been  recog- 
nised in  any  part  of  the^  island.  Crystalline  limestone  in  some  places 
overlies  the  gneiss,  and  is  worked  for  economical  purposes  in  the 
mountain  districts  where  it  occurs.'   (Vol.  i.  p.  19.) 

The  labours  of  the  coral  polypes  are  adding  valuable  material 
to  the  soil  of  the  northernmost  parts  of  the  island,  where  the 
caloareotts  rooks  extend  far  above  high-water  mark,  and  where 
the  land  has  been  gradually  upraised  from  the  eastern  to  the 
western  shore. 

Amongst  the  observations  recorded  in  the  present  work^ 
-which  bear  upon  interesting  general  physical  questions,  are  those 
relative  to  the  wells  in  the  north  of  Ceylon.  All  those  that  re- 
tain water  at  ft  certain  level  during  the  dry  season  are  below  the 
sea  level :  some,  as  the  well  of  Potoor,  indicate  their  connexion 
with  the  sea  and  the  source  of  their  water  by  a  slight  rise  and 
fall  in  the  course  of  every  twelve  hours,  and  this  is  the  explana- 
tion of  Sinbad's  adventure;  others,  owing  to  their  distance 
from  the  ocean,  and  the  slowness  and  extent  of  filtration  in 
the  passage  of  the  sea-water  to  them,  do  not  vary  with  the 
tides.  The  government  surveyors  had  found  it,  practically,  to 
be  useless  to  sink  wells  in  the  higher  ground,  where  ihey  could 
only  collect  surface-water.  Thus  by  the  carefblly-studied  pheno- 
mena of  the  useful  wells  in  Ceylon,  Sir  Emerson  Tennent  arrives 
at  the  conclusion,  that  they  are  supplied  by  the  sea-water,  which 
becomes  gradually  deprived  of  its  saline  ingredients  by  slow  per- 
colation through  great  masses  of  porous  strata. 

The  author  applies  his  conclusions  to  explain  the  occurrence 
of  fresh,  or  almost  fresh,  water  in  the  shallow  wells  sunk  in  the 
sand  of  coral  islands  of  limited  area,  and  confutes,  we  think  satis- 
fSsu^torily,  the  notion  of  Mr.  Charles  Darwin,  that  this  valuable 
and  unexpected  supply  of  an  elemental  requisite  of  life  is  the 
result  of  the  rain-water  which  falls  on  the  surface,  and  displaces 
an  equal  bulk  of  sea-water ;  for,  as  Sir  Emerson  Tennent  saga- 
ciously remarks,  rain  falling  on  a  substance  already  saturated 
with  moisture  would  flow  off  instead  of  sinking  into  it,  and, 
being  of  less  specific  gravity  than  salt  water,  it  would  fail  to 
'  displace  an  equal  bulk '  of  the  latter.  The  ebbing  and  flow- 
ing of  the  sea  would  speedily  eflect  the  diffusion  of  a  limited 
bulk  of  fresh  water  resting  upon  such  moving  salt  water  —  a 
fact  which  the  author  demonstrates  by  an  experiment  attended 
with  all  the  requisite  conditions  for  its  application  to  the  ques- 
tion at  issue. 

'  On  charging  a  sponge  with  coloured  fluid  and  immersing  it  in  a 
vessel  containing  water  perfectly  pure,  no  intermixture  takes  place 
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so  long  as  tbe  pure  water  is  undisturbed,  but,  on  causing  an 
artificial  tide,  bj  gradually  withdrawing  and  as  gradually  replacing 
a  portion  of  tbe  surrounding  contents  of  the  basin,  the  tinted  water 
in  tbe  sponge  becomes  displaced  and  disturbed,  and  in  the  course  of 
a  few  ebbs  and  flows  its  escape  is  made  manifest  by  the  quantity  of 
colour  which  it  imparts  to  tbe  surrounding  fluid.'   (Vol.  i.  p.  23.) 

Amongst  the  valuable  mineral  products  of  Ceylon  is  plum- 
bago, the  veins  of  which,  in  the  hills  near  Nambrapane,  are 
largely  worked,  and  the  quantity  annually  exported  exceeds 
2000  tons.  The  quantity  of  gold  hitherto  discovered  is  too 
small  to  reward  the  search.  The  most  famous  and  character- 
istic mineral  products  of  Ceylon  are  its  precious  stones.  The 
promiscuous  manner  in  which  these  are  scattered  about  in 
some  localities,  is  exemplified  by  the  following  curious  circum- 
stance : — *  The  cook  of  a  government  oflScer  recently  brought  him 
^  a  ruby  about  the  size  of  a  small  pea,  which  he  had  taken  from 
^  the  crop  of  a  fowl.'  But  the  size  to  which  this  beautiful  precious 
stone  sometimes  attains  may  be  conceived  by  the  testimony  of 
Marco  Polo  of  a  royal  ruby,  belonging  to  a  king  of  Ceylon  in 
the  thirteenth  century,  which  was  ^  a  span  in  length,  without  a 

*  flaw,  and  brilliant  beyond  description.' 

The  waters  around  the  island  have  been  duly  noted  by  i\s 
present  historian  as  well  as  the  land  itself.  On  both  sides  of 
Ceylon,  during  the  S.  W.  monsoon,  a  broad  expanse  of  sea 
assumes  a  red  tinge,  considerably  brighter  than  brick-dust,  and 
this  is  confined  to  a  space  so  distinct,  that  a  line  seems  to 
separate  it  from  the  green  water  which  flows  on  either  side. 
On  examination  it  proved  to  be  filled  with  infusoria,  probably 
similar  to  those  which  impart  the  peculiar  colour  to  the  so-callea 
Vermilion  Sea  off  the  coast  of  California. 

In  the  chapter  upon  the  climate  of  Ceylon,  a  most  interesting 
summary  of  the  characteristics  of  each  month  is  given.  The 
European  physiologist  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  by  the  contrast 
of  the  physical  agents  causing  or  accompanying  *  torpidity '  in 
many  of  the  lower  animals,  and  necessitating  the  substitution 
of  another  term  for  *  hybernation.'  In  the  hot  months  of  March 
and  April,  the  insects,  deprived  of  their  accustomed  food,  dis- 
appear underground,  or  hide  beneath  the  decaying  bark ;  the 
water-beetles  bury  themselves  in  the  hardening  mud  of  the 
pools,  and  the  helices  retire  into  the  crevices  of  the  stones,  or 
the  hollows  amongst  the  roots  of  the  trees,  closing  the  apertures 
of  their  shells  with  the  hybemating,  or  rather  aestivating,  epi- 
phragm.  'Butterflies  are  no  longer  seen  hovering  over  the 
'  flowers ;  the  birds  appear  fewer  and  less  joyous  ;  and  the  wild 

*  animals  and  crocodiles,  driven  by  the  draught  from  their  accus- 
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*  tomed  retreats,  wander  through  the  jungle,  and  even  venture  to 

*  approach  the  village  wells  in  search  of  water.'  (P.  59.)  The 
preliminary  phenomena  to  the  wished-for  change  are  philosophi- 
cally described  and  explained,  as  they  gradually  concentrate  to 
usher  in  the  monsoon. 

*  At  last  the  sadden  lightnings  flash  among  the  hills  and  sheet 
through  the  clouds  that  overhang  the  sea,  and  with  a  crash  of  thunder 
the  monsoon  bursts  over  the  thirsty  land,  not  in  showers  or  partial 
torrents,  but  in  a  wide  deluge  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  over- 
tops the  river  banks  and  spreads  in  inundations  over  every  level  plain. 

*  All  the  phenomena  of  this  explosion  are  stupendous :  thunder  as 
we  are  accustomed  to  be  awed  by  it  in  Europe,  affords  but  the  faintest 
idea  of  its  overpowering  grandeur  in  Ceylon,  and  its  sublimity  is  in- 
finitely increased  as  it  is  faintly  heard  from  the  shore,  resounding 
through  night  and  darkness  over  the  gloomy  sea.  The  lightning 
when  it  touches  the  earth  where  it  is  covered  with  the  descending 
torrent,  flashes  into  it  and  disappears  instantaneously ;  but,  when  it 
strikes  a  drier  surface,  in  seeking  better  conductors,  it  often  opens  a 
hollow  like  that  formed  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell,  and  frequently 
leaves  behind  it  traces  of  vitrification 

*  For  hours  together,  the  noise  of  the  torrent,  as  it  beats  upon  the 
trees  and  bursts  upon  the  roofs,  flowing  thence  in  rivulets  along  the 
ground,  occasions  an  uproar  that  drowns  the  ordinary  voice,  and  renders 

*  sleep  impossible.'  (Vol.  i.  p.  62.) 

The  animals,  which  passed  the  parching  months  in  senseless 
and  motionless  torpidity,  now  awake  from  their  deep  ^  summer- 

*  sleep.' 

*  In  ponds,  from  which  but  a  week  before  the  wind  blew  clouds  of 
sandy  dust,  the  peasantry  are  now  to  be  seen  catching  the  re-animated 
fish  —  the  tank-shells  and  water-beetles  revive,  and  wander  over  the 
submerged  sedges.  The  electricity  of  the  air  stimulates  the  vegetation 
of  the  trees,  and  scarce  a  week  will  elapse  till  the  plants  are  covered 
with  the  larvsB  of  butterflies,  the  forest  murmuring  with  the  hum  of  in- 
sects, and  the  air  harmonious  with  the  voice  of  birds.'     (Ibid.) 

Never  were  the  phenomena  of  a  tropical  country  more  vividly 
brought  before  the  mind  than  in  the  descriptions  with  which  the 
present  work  abounds,  fresh  from  impressions  of  the  intensified 
powers  of  Nature  upon  a  susceptible  and  poetic  temperament ; 
and  we  shall  at  once  transport  our  readers  into  the  heart  of 
this  enchanting  scenery  by  transcribing  the  following  sketch  of 
the  zoological  phenomena  that  characterise  each  period  of  the 
tropical  day,  and  succeed  each  other  from  its  first  beginning  to 
its  close : — 

*  With  the  first  glimmering  of  dawn  the  bats  and  nocturnal  birds 
retire'  to  their  accustomed  haunts,  in  which  to  hide  them  from 
«*  day's  garish  eye ; "  the  jackal  and  the  leopard  return  from  their 
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iiightlj  chase;  the  elephants  steal  back  timidlj  into  the  shade  cf 
the  forest,  from  the  water  pools  in  which  they  had  been  luxuriating 
during  the  darkness ;  and  the  deep-toned  bark  of  the  elk  resoun£ 
through  the  glens  as  he  retires  into  the  security  of  the  forest.  Daj 
breaks,  and  its  earliest  blush  shows  the  mists  tumbling  in  turbulent 
heaps  through  the  deep  valleys.  The  sun  bursts  upwards  with  a 
speed  beyond  that  which  marks  his  progress  in  the  cloudy  atmosphere 
of  Europe,  and  the  whole  horizon  glows  with  ruddy  lustre ; 

"  Not,  as  in  northern  climes,  obscmrely  bright, 
But  one  unclouded  blaze  of  Hying  lighf 

At  no  other  moment  does  the  verdure  of  the  mountain  woods  appear 
so  vivid ;  each  spray  dripping  with  the  oopdens  dew,  and  a  pendant 
brilliant  twinkling  at  every  leaf;  every  grassy  glade  is  hoar  with  the 
condensed  damps  of  ni^^  and  the  threads  o£  the  gossamer  sparkle 
like  strings  of  opal  in  ^  sunbeams. 

*  The  earliest  members  of  the  animated  world  that  move  abroad 
are  the  tiny  Hetperida^  which  are  the  first  butterflies  that  make  their 
morning  visit  to  the  flowers.  To  them  suoceed  the  ThecUs^  and  the 
Pofyommatij  the  minntest  oi  the  diurnal  lepidoptera»  and  distin- 
guished by  the  blue  metallic  lustre  of  their  wings.  With  unerring 
certainty  the  other  speoies  make  their  appearaooes  at  successive 
stages  of  file  morning ;  the  Thetk^  are  followed  by  the  Vane^cB^  and 
these  by  the  gaudy  PapUioSf  till,  as  day  advaneea,  the  broad-l^ved 
plants  and  flowering  shrubs  are  covered  by  a  dancing  cloud  of  butter- 
flies of  every  shape  and  hue. 

'  The  earliest  bird  upon  the  wing  is  the  crow,  which  leaves  his 
perch  almost  with  the  flrst  peep  of  dawn,  cawing  and  flopping  his 
wings  in  the  sky.  The  paroquets  follow  in  vast  companies,  chatter- 
ing and  screaming  in  exuberant  excitement.  Next  the  cranes  and 
waders,  which  had  flown  inland  to  their  breeding  plaoes  at  sunset, 
rise  from  the  branches  on  which  they  had  passed  the  night,  waving 
their  wings  to  disencumber  them  of  the  dew,  and,  stretching  their 
awkward  legs  behind,  they  soar  away  in  the  direction  of  the  rivers 
and  the  far  sea-shore. 

*  The  songster  that  flrst  pours  forth  his  salutation  to  the  morning 
is  the  dial-bird  ( Copsyckus  saularis\  and  the  yellow  oriole,  whose 
mellow  flute-like  voice  is  heard  far  through  the  stillness  of  the  dawn. 
The  jungle  cock,  unseen  in  the  dense  cover,  shouts  his  reveille ;  not 
with  the  shrill  clarion  of  his  European  type,  but  in  rich  melodious 
call,  that  ascends  from  the  depths  o£  the  valley.  As  light  increasea^ 
the  grass  warbler  and  maynah  add  their  notes ;  and  the  bronze- 
winged  pigeons  make  the  woods  murmur  with  their  i^aintive  cry, 
which  resembles  the  distant  lowing  of  cattle.  The  bees  hurry  abroad 
in  all  directions,  and  the  golden  beetles  clamber  lazily  over  the  still 
damp  leaves.  The  swifts  and  swallows  sally  forth  as  soon  as  there  is 
sufficient  warmth  to  tempt  the  minor  insects  abroad:  the  bulbul 
lights  on  the  forest  trees,  and  the  little  gem-like  sxm  birds,  the 
humming-birds  of  the  East>  quiver  on  their  fulgent  wings  above  the 
opening  flowers. 
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^  At  length  the  fervid  noon  approaches,  the  sun  mounts  high,  and 
all  animated  nature  begins  to  manifest  the  oppression  of  his  beams. 
The  green  enamelled  dragonflies  alone  flash  above  every  pool  in  pur- 
suit of  their  tiny  prey ;  but  almost  every  other  winged  insect  seeks 
instinctiyely  the  shade  of  the  foliage.  The  hawks  and  falcons  now 
sweep  through  the  sky  to  mark  the  smaller  birds  which  may  be 
abroad  in  numbers  in  search  of  seeds  and  larvae.  The  squirrels  dart 
firom  bough  to  bough  uttering  their  shrill,  quick  cry;  and  the  cicada 
on  the  stem  of  the  palm-tree  raises  the  deafening  sound  whose  tone 
and  volubility  has  won  for  him  the  expressive  title  of  the  <<  Kni&- 
•*  grinder." 

*  It  is  during  the  first  five  hours  of  daylight  that  nature  seems 
literally  to  teem  with  life  and  motion,  the  air  melodious  with  the 
Toice  of  birds,  the  woods  resounding  with  the  simmering  hum  of 
insects,  and  the  earth  replete  with  every  form  of  living  nature.  But 
as  the  sun  ascends  to  the  meridian  the  scene  is  singularly  changed, 
and  nothing  is  more  striking  than  the  almost  painral  stillness  that 
succeeds  the  vivacity  of  the  early  morning.  Every  animal  disappears, 
escaping  under  the  thick  cover  of  the  woods ;  the  birds  retire  into  the 
shade;  the  butterfiies,  if  they  flutter  for  a  moment  in  the  blazing  sun, 
hurry  back  into  the  damp  shelter  of  the  trees  as  though  their  filmy 
bodies  had  been  scorched  by  the  brief  exposure ;  and,  at  last,  silence 
reigns  so  profound  that  the  ticking  of  a  watch  is  sensibly  heard,  and 
even  the  pulsations  of  the  heart  become  audible.  The  buflalo  now 
steals  to  the  tanks  and  watercourses,  concealing  all  but  his  gloomy 
head  and  shining  horns  in  the  mud  and  sedges  ;  the  elephant  fans 
himself  languidly  with  leaves  to  drive  away  the  flies  that  perplex 
him ;  and  the  deer  cower  in  groups  under  the  overarching  jungle. 
Bustling  from  under  the  dry  leaves  the  bright  green  lizard  darts  up 
the  rough  stems  of  the  trees,  and  pauses  between  each  spring  to  look 
inquiringly  around.  The  woodpecker  makes  the  forest  re-echo  with 
the  restless  blows  of  his  beak  on  the  decaying  bark,  and  the  tortoise 
drops  awkwardly  into  the  still  water  which  reflects  the  bright 
plumage  of  the  kingfisher,  that  keeps  his  lonely  vratch  above  it  So 
long  as  the  sun  is  in  the  meridian,  every  living  creature  seems  to 
fly  his  beams  and  linger  in  the  closest  shade. 

*  Man  himself,  as  if  baffled  in  all  devices  to  escape  the  exhausting 
glare,  suspends  his  toil;  and  the  tri^vellerwho  has  been  abroad  before 
sunrise  reposes  till  the  mid-day  heat  has  passed.  The  cattle  pant  in 
their  stifling  sheds,  and  the  dogs  lie  prone  upon  the  ground,  with 
their  legs  extended  in  front  and  behind,  as  if  to  bring  the  utmost 
portion  of  their  body  into  contact  with  the  cool  earth. 

*  As  day  declines  nature  recovers  from  her  languor  and  exhaustion, 
the  insects  again  flutter  across  the  open  glades,  the  birds  venture  once 
more  upon  the  wing,  and  the  larger  animals  saunter  from  imder 
cover,  and  move  away  in  the  direction  of  the  ponds  and  pasture. 
The  traveller  recommences  his  suspended  journey,  and  the  husband- 
man, impatient  to  employ  the  last  hours  of  fading  light,  hastens  to 
bring  the  labours  of  the  morning  to  a  close.  The  birds  which  had 
made  distant  excursions  to  their  feeding  grounds  are  now  seen  re- 
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turning  to  their  homes;  the  crows  assemble  round  3ome  pond  to 
dabble  in  the  water,  and  re-adjust  their  plumes  before  retiring  for 
the  night;  the  paroquets  settle  with  deafening  uproar  on  the  crowns 
of  the  palm-trees  near  their  nests ;  and  the  pelicans  and  sea  birds, 
with  weary  wing,  retrace  their  way  to  their  breeding-place  near 
some  solitary  watercourse  or  ruined  tank.     The  sun  at  last 

*'  Sinks,  as  a  flamingo 
Drops  into  her  nest  at  nightfall.'* 

Twilight  succeeds^  and  the  crepuscular  birds  and  animals  awaken 
from  their  mid-day  torpor  and  prepare  to  enjoy  their  nightly  revels. 
The  hawk-moths  now  take  the  place  of  the  gayer  butterflies,  which 
withdraw  with  the  departure  of  light ;  innumerable  beetles  make 
short  and  uncertain  flights  in  the  deepening  shade,  and  in  pursuit  of 
them  and  the  other  insects  that  frequent  the  dusk,  the  night-jvr 
with  expanded  jaws,  takes  low  and  rapid  circles  above  the  plains  and 
pools. 

*  Darkness  at  last  descends,  and  every  object  fades  in  night  and 
gloom ;  but  still  the  murmur  of  innumerable  insects  arises  from  the 
glowing  earth.  The  fruit-eating  bats  launch  themselves  from  the 
high  branches  on  which  they  hang  suspended  during  the  day,  and 
cluster  round  the  mango-trees  and  tamarinds ;  and  across  the  grey 
s^y  the  owl  flits  in  pursuit  of  the  night  moths  on  a  wing  so  soft  and 
downy  that  the  air  scarcely  echoes  its  pulsations.  The  palm-cat 
now  descends  from  the  crest  of  the  coco-nut  where  she  had  lurked 
during  the  day,  and  the  glossy  genette  emerges  from  some  hollow 
tree ;  they  steal  along  the  branches  to  surprise  the  slumbering  birds. 
Meanwhile,  among  the  grass  already  damp  with  dew,  the  glow- 
worm lights  her  emerald  lamp,  and  from  the  shrubs  and  bushes 
issue  showers  of  fire-flies,  whose  pale  green  flashes  sparkle  in  the 
midnight  darkness  till  day  returns  and  morning  ''  pales  their  ineffec- 
tual fires."  *  (Vol.  ii.  p.  253-7.) 

The  botanist  and  lover  of  hothouse  floriculture  will  derive 
instruction  and  pleasure  from  the  perusal  of  the  third  chapter, 
on  the  Trees  and  Plants  of  Ceylon,  To  select  from  so  con- 
centrated a  summary  of  the  more  striking  phenomena  of 
vegetable  life,  is  difficult.  We  come  occasionally  upon  most 
unexpected  consequences  of  the  peculiarities  of  tropical  forms 
of  plants,  as  in  the  instance  of  the  aerial  music,  recalling 
that  which  Prospero  commanded.  The  shipwrecked  mariner 
cast  upon  the  shores  of  Ceylon  might  well  deem  himself  upon 
an  enchanted  island^  when  listening  to  the  melodious  sounds 
that  in  some  "localities  fill  the  air:  ^some  soft  and  liquid  like 
^  the  notes  of  a  flute,  others  deep  and  full  like  the  tones  of 
'  an  organ ;  sometimes  low^  interrupted,  and  even  single^ 
'  and  presently  swelling  into  a  grand  burst  of  mingled  melody.' 
Now  to  what  natural  cause^  it  may  be  asked,  can  this  ^  music 
*  of  the  spheres'  be  attributed?    Sir  Emerson  thus  recounts  the 
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simple  solution  of  the  melodious  mystery : — *  On  drawing  near 

*  to  a  dump  of  trees,  above  the  branches  of  which  waved  a 
^  slender  bamboo  about  forty  feet  in  length,  the  musical  tones 

*  issued  from  it,  and  were  caused  by  the  breeze  passing  through 
^  perforations  in  the  stem.' 

As  an  instance  of  the  luxuriant  development  of  the  climbers, 
nnd  other  parasitic  *  epiphytes '  in  the  forests  of  the  richly- 
wooded  island.  Sir  Emerson  Tennent  narrates  that  he  counted 
on  a  single  prostrate  stem  no  fewer  than  sixteen  species  of 
-Capparis^  Beaumontiaf  Bignonia,  Jpomceay  and  other  genera, 
i^hich,  with  its  fall,  the  tree  had  brought  along  with  it  to  the 
ground. 

The  beauty  of  many  of  the  flowers  stimulates  the  peculiar 
descriptive  powers  of  the  author  in  their  praise*  The  Anac' 
tochilvs  setaceus  has  drawn  the  attention  of  even  the  apathetic 
Singhalese,  among  whom  its  singular  beauty  has  won  for  it  the 
popular  name  of  the  Wanna  Baja,  or  *  Bang  of  the  Forest.*  It 
IS  common  in  humid  and  shady  places  a  few  miles  removed  from 
the  sea-coast :  its  flowers  have  no  particular  attraction,  but  its 
leaves  are  perhaps  the  most  exquisitely  formed  in  the  vegetable 
kingdom,  their  colour  being  dark  velvet,  approaching  to  black, 
and  reticulated  over  all  their  surface  with  veins  of  ruddy  gold. 
This  gorgeous  species  is  the  sole  known  representative  of  its 
genus  in  Ceylon. 

The  noble  tribe  of  Palms  receives  its  due  meed  of  the  author's 
praise.  The  virtues  and  manifold  utility  of  the  cocoa-nut  palm 
have  been  often  the  subject  of  description,  but  are  nowhere 
more  concisely  and  graphically  told  than  in  the  present  chapter. 
Of  another  species,  the  beautiful  palmyra  {Borassus  Jlabelli' 
foTmu\  which  grows  in  profusion  in  the  peninsula  of  Jaffna, 
Sir  Emerson  remarks  that  a  native  of  that  peninsula,  if  he  be 
contented  with  ordinary  doors  and  mud  walls,  may  build  an 
entire  house  (as  he  wants  neither  nails  nor  iron-work),  with 
walls,  roof,  and  covering,  from  this  palm. 

*  From  the  same  tree  he  may  draw  his  wine,  make  his  oil,  kindle 
his  fire,  carry  his  water,  store  his  food,  cook  his  repast,  and  sweeten 
it,  if  he  pleases  ;  in  fact,  live  from  day  to  day  dependent  on  the  Pal- 
myra alone.  Multitudes  do  so  live,  and  it  may  be  safely  asserted  that 
this  tree  alone  furnishes  one-fourth  the  means  of  sustenance  for  the 
population  of  the  northern  provinces.*    (Vol.  i.  p.  111.) 

The  *Areca  Palm'  {Areca  catechu)  supplies  the  astringent 
nuts  which,  with  lime  and  the  leaf  of  the  betel-pepper,  are  so 
universally  used  in  mastication  by  all  classes  in  Ueylon.  Sir 
Emerson  Tennent  suggests  the  following  ingenious  theory,  to 
account  for  and  excuse  the  seemingly  disgusting  habit : — 
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*  In  the  chewing  of  the  arect-niit  witii  it»  accompaiiimeiits  of  lime 
and  betely  the  native  of  Cejlon  is  uneenseioHslj  af^ljing  a  specific 
corrective  to  the  defective  qualities  of  his  daily  food.  Never  eating 
flesh  meat  by  any  chance,  seldom  or  never  using  milk,  butter,  poultry, 
or  eggs,  and  tasting  fish  but  occasionally  (more  rarely  in  the  interic^ 
of  the  island),  the  non-azotised  elements  abound  in  every  article  he 
consumes  with  the  exception  of  the  bread-fruit,  the  jak,  and  some 
varieties  of  beans.  In  their  indolent  and  feeble  stomachs  these  are 
liable  to  degenerate  into  flatulent  and  acrid  products;  but,  apparently 
by  instinct,  the  whole  population  have  adopted  a  simple  prophylactic. 
Every  Singhalese  carries  in  his  waist^cloth  an  omamentcKl  box  of 
silver  or  brass,  according  to  his  means,  ^idosiog  a  smaller  one  to 
hold  a  portion  of  chunam  (lime  obtained  by  the  calcination  of  shells) 
whilst  the  larger  oontains  the  nuts  of  the  areca  and  a  few  fresh  leaves 
of  the  betel-pepper.  As  inclination  or  habit  impels,  he  scn4)es  down 
the  nut,  which  abounds  in  catechu,  and,  rolling  it  up  with  a  little  of 
the  lime  in  a  betel-leai^  the  whole  is  chewed,  and  finally  swallowed, 
after  provoking  an  extreme  salivation.  No  medical  prescription  could 
be  more  judiciously  compounded  to  effect  the  desired  object  than  this 
practical  combination  of  the  antacid,  the  tonic,  and  carminative.' 
(VoLLp.  113.) 

John  Hunter  made  many  experiments  illustrative  of  the  power 
possessed  by  living  plants  Ho  produce  or  diminish  heat,** 
whereby  their  parts  were  higher  or  lower  in  temperature  than 
that  of  the  surrounding  atmosphere.  Many  a  resident  in  our 
tropical  colonies  will  be  ready  to  subscribe  to  the  emphatic 
statement  of  the  historian  of  Ceylon,  that  *  under  the   exhaus- 

*  tion  of  a  blazing  sun,  no  more  exquisite  physical  enjoyment 
^  can  be  imagined  than  the  chill  and  fragrant  flesh  of  the  pine- 
^  apple,  or  the  abundant  juice  of  the  mango,  which,  when  freshly 

*  pulled,  feels  as  cool  as  iced  water.*  (P.  120.)  But  few  have  pro- 
ceeded to  speculate  on  the  cause  of  the  phenomenon.  The  £ruit 
once  severed  from  the  stem  rapidly  acquires  the  hot  tempera- 
ture pf  the  surrounding  air.  *  It  would  almost  seem,'  he  re- 
marks,  *  as  if  plants  possessed  a  power  of   producing   cold 

*  analogous  to  that  exhibited  by  animals  in  producing  heat*  (P. 
121.)     The  numerous  experiments  by  Hunter,  recorded  in  liie 

*  Philosophical  Transactions  for  1775  and  1777,'  demonstrated 
that  both  divisions  of  organic  nature  possessed  a  vital  power  of 
maintaining  a  temperature  sometimes  higher,  sometimes  lower, 
than  the  external  air.  Dr.  Blagden,  at  that  time  secretary  of 
the  Koyal  Society,  had  communicated  to  that  learned  body,  in 
1775,  his  *  Experiments  and  Observations  in  a  Heated  Boom,' 
in  which  the  power  of  the  human  frame  to  mdntain  its  tempera- 
ture of  96^  Fahr.,  in  a  medium  hot  enough  to  cook  a  bee^teak, 

*  Animal  CEconomy,  Palmer's  Edition,  8vo.,  1837>  p.  151. 
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was  demonatrated.     The  explanation  which  the  bold  philosopher 

Eve  of  his  resistance  of  the  roasting  heat  of  the  oven  in  which 
stood^  was  the  rapid  transpiration  and  evaporation  which  took 
place  from  the  surface  of  the  skin.  Only  when  a  drop  of  perspi* 
ration  happened  to  fiall^  before  evaporating,  and  scalded  the  part 
of  the  body  which  it  touched^  was  any  inconvenience  amounting 
to  pain  produced  during  the  salamandrine  experiment  The 
common  phenomenon  of  the  coolness  of  a  dog's  nose  illustrates 
tiie  influence  of  evaporation  in  kee^nng  the  temperature  of  a  part 
below  that  of  the  rest  of  the  body,  and,  in  summer  time,  often 
lower  than  that  of  the  atmosphere.  That  this  is  due  to  transpi- 
ration and  evaporation  is  shown  by  tiie  efiect  of  disease,  checking 
the  former  healthy  action,  when  the  nose  of  the  dog  becomes  dry 
and  as  hot  as  the  rest  of  his  skin.  It  is  commonly  the  first 
Bjrmptom  by  which  the  dog^octor  is  guided  in  forming  his  opinion 
OS  the  health  of  his  patient. 

By  the  same  theory  of  evapomtion  our  author  explains  the 
grateful  coolneM  of  the  pulpy  fruits  of  tropical  trees : — 

'By  referring  it  to  the  mechanical  process  of  imbibing  a  continuous 
supply  of  fresh  moisture  from  the  soil,  the  active  transpiration  of 
which  imparts  coolness  to  every  portion  of  the  tree  and  its  fruit.  It 
requires  this  combined  operation  to  produce  the  desired  result ;  and 
tiie  extent  to  which  evaporation  can  bring  down  the  temperature  of 
the  moisture  received  by  absorption  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact, 
that  Dr.  Hooker,  when  in  the  vallev  of  the  Ganges,  found  the  fresh 
milky  juice  of  the  mudar  {calotrapis)  to  be  but  72%  whilst  the  damp 
sand  in  the  bed  of  the  river  where  it  grew  was  from  90®  to  ICH**/ 
(VoL  1.  p.  121.) 

The  second  part  of  the  work  is  devoted  to  the  2iOology  of 
Ceylon.  In  entering  upon  this,  to  many  the  most  interesting, 
subject,  Sir  Emerson  be^s  with  the  monkeys ;  and  at  once  cor- 
rects an  erroneous  application  of  the  Singhalese  word  '  wanderoo,' 
or  ^  ouanderu,'  to  a  monkey  {Silenus  vetery  Linn.),  which  is  com- 
mon to  the  Malabar  coast,  but  is  no  native  at  all  of  the  idand 
of  Ceylon.  The  monkeys  first  made  known  to  us  as '  wanderoos,' 
by  Knox,  are  shown  by  our  accomplished  and  accurate  historian 
to  be  the  Presbytes  ursinus  of  that  mountain  zone  of  Ceylon  in 
which,  especially  around  Elandy,  the  good  observer  Knox  spent 
00  many  years  of  his  captivity.*  The  smaller  Fresbytes  cepha- 
hpterus  of  the  low  country  is  also  called  *  wanderoo,'  the  term 
being  used  by  the  Singhalese  in  a  sense  equivalent  to  our  word 
^monkey.'      Two  other  species  of  the  same  restricted  genus 

*  <  Historical  Relation  of  Ceylon,  an  Island  in  the  East  Indies,'  foL, 
London,  1581. 
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Presbytes^  viz.  the  -Pr.  Thersites  and  Pr.  Priamvs,  are  also 
peculiar  to  Ceylon.     A  flock  of  the  latter 

*  will  take  possession  of  a  palmyra  palm ;  and  so  effectuallj  can 
they  crouch  and  conceal  themselves  among  the  leaves  that,  on  the 
slightest  alarm,  the  whole  party  becomes  invisible  in  an  instant :  the 
presence  of  a  dog,  however^  excites  such  an  irrepressible  curiosity^ 
that,  in  order  to  watch  his  movements,  they  never  fail  to  betray  them- 
selves. They  may  be  seen  frequently  congregated  on  the  roof  of  a 
native  hut ;  and,  some  years  ago,  the  child  of  a  European  clergymma 
stationed  at  Tillipally^  having  been  left  on  the  ground  by  the  narse* 
was  so  teased  and  bitten  by  them  as  to  cause  its  death.'  (YoL  u  p.  132, 
133.) 

Fatal  accidents  occasionally  are  due  to  attacks  by  the  bear 
(Prochilus  labiatus)  and  panther  {Felit  pardus)  df  Ceylon. 
The  following  narrow  escape,  which  occurred  to  JV^jor  Skinner, 
is  narrated  by  Sir  Emerson  Tennent.  The  major  was  pursuing 
his  military  survey  of  the  mountain  zone>  and  had  bivonadced 
in  the  midist  of  a  dense  forest  in  the  southern  segment  of  the 
Adam's  Peak  range.    Early  in  the  morning, 

*  **  anxious  to  gain  a  height  in  time  to  avail  myself  of  the  clear  at- 
mosphere of  sunrise  for  my  observations,  I  started  off  by  myself 
through  the  jungle,  leaving  orders  for  my  men,  with  my  surveying 
instruments,  to  foUow  my  track  by  the  notches  which  I  cut  in  the 
bark  of  the  trees.  On  leaving  the  plain,  I  availed  myself  of  a  fine 
wide  game  track  which  lay  in  my  direction,  and  had  gone  perhaps  half 
a  mile  from  the  camp,  when  I  was  startled  by  a  slight  rustling  in  the 
nilloo  to  my  right,  and  in  another  instant,  by  the  spring  of  a  mag- 
nificent leopard  which,  in  a  bound  full  eight  feet  in  height  over  the 
lower  brushwood,  lighted  at  my  feet  within  eighteen  inches  of  the 
spot  whereon  I  stood,  and  lay  in  a  crouching  position^  his  fieiy  gleam- 
ing eyes  fixed  on  me. 

' "  The  predicament  was  not  a  pleasant  one.  I  had  no  weapon  of 
defence,  and  with  one  spring  or  blow  of  his  paw  the  beast  could  have 
annihilated  me.  To  move  I  knew  would  only  encourage  his  attack. 
It  occurred  to  me  at  the  moment  that  I  had  heard  of  the  power  of 
roan's  eye  over  wild  animals,  and  accordingly  I  fixed  my  gaze  as  in* 
tently  as  the  agitation  of  such  a  moment  enabled  me  on  his  eyes  : 
we  stared  at  each  other  for  some  seconds,  when,  to  my  inexpressible 
joy,  the  beast  turned  and  bounded  down  the  straight  open  path  before 
me.  This  scene  occurred  just  at  that  period  of  the  morning  when 
the  grazing  animals  retired  from  the  open  patena  to  the  cool  shade  of 
the  forest :  doubtless,  the  leopard  had  taken  my  approach  for  that  of 
a  deer,  or  some  such  animaL  And  if  his  spring  had  been  at  a  quad- 
ruped instead  of  a  biped,  his  distance  was  so  well  measured,  that  it 
must  have  landed  him  on  the  neck  of  a  deer,  an  elk,  or  a  buffalo ;  as 
it  was,  one  pace  more  would  have  done  for  me.  A  bear  would  not 
have  let  his  victim  off  so  easily."  '    (Vol.  i.  p.  142.) 
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The  hyaena  and  cheetah,  oommon  in  Southern  India^  are  un« 
known  in  Ceylon ;  aod^  though  abundant  in  deer,  the  island 
possesses  no  example  of  the  antelope  or  the  gazelle* 

The  chapter  on  birds  is  replete  with  yivid  sketches,  from 
personal  observationj  of  living  species  in  their  natural  localities 
and  environments,  infusing  a  healthy  life  into  the  dry  catalogues 
of  exotic  spedes  which  too  often  constitute  the  staple  produce 
of  our  home  omithologbts.  After  perusing  the  pages  reflecting 
the  writer's  msigbt  into  the  vital  phenomena  to  be  witnessed  in 
the  noble  forests  of  Ceylon^  we  look  with  a  new  and  heightened 
pleasure  at  the  series  of  tropical  birds  arranged  and  prepared  in 
the  galleries  of  our  national  museum.  The  seemingly  monstrous 
beak  of  tbelu>rnbiU  becomes  now,  for  the  first  time,  intelligible. 
We  picture,  for  example^  the  Buoeros  pica,  with  its  monstrous 
douUe  oasque>  mistaken  for  a  second  head  by  the  wandering 
friar  of  the  fourteenth  century*,  as  it  is  described  by  Tennent, 
perched  on  the  lofty  branches  of  the  higher  trees,  watching  the 
motions  of  the  small  reptiles  and  birds  on  which  it  pr^s,  tossing 
them  in  the  air  when  seized^  and  catching  them  in  its  gigantic 
mandible  as  they  fall ;  and  we  seem  to  witness  the  omnivorous 
ghitton  grasping  a  large  fruit,  to  which  the  huge  beak  is  adapted, 
and>  if  the  stem  be  too  tough  to  be  severed  by  the  strength  of 
the  beak  and  neck,  flinging  himself  off  the  branch  so  as  to  add 
the  weight  of  his  body  to  their  pressure  and  force.  Another 
function,  or  need,  of  the  long  and  large  beak,  relates  to  the 
peculiarity  of  the  incubation  of  the  hombill^  now  demonstrated 
by  the  concurrent  but  indq)endent  testimonies  of  Livingstone 
in  Africa,  and  Edgar  Layard  in  Ceylon — viz.  that  when  the 
female  has  finished  her  oviposition  and  taken  her  seat  on  the 
eggs  for  the  task  of  incubation,  the  male  closes  the  hole  in  the 
tree  which  she  has  selected  for  her  nest,  leaving  only  an  aperture 
big  enough  for  the  passage  of  the  bill,  by  which  he  feeds  his 
mate« 

^  As  we  emerge  from  the  deep  slfade  and  approach  the  park -like 
openings  on  the  verge  of  the  low  eonntry,  quantities  of  pea-fowl  are 
to  he  found  either  feeding  amongst  the  seeds  and  nuts  in  the  long 
grass  or  saoning  themselves  on  the  branches  of  the  surrounding  trees. 
Nothing  to  be  met  with  in  demesnes  in  England  can  give  an  adequate 
idea  either  of  the  size  or  the  magnificence  of  this  matchless  bird  when 
seen  ia  his  native  solitudes.  Here  he  generally  selects  some  project- 
ing hranch,  from  which  his  plumage  may  hang  free  of  the  foliage ;  and 
if  there  be  a  dead  and  leafless  bough,  he  is  ceii;ain  to  choose  it  for  his 
resting-place^  whence  he  droops  his  wings  and  suspends  his  gorgeous 

•  'Itinerarius  Fratris  Odorici,'  &c.  in  Hakluyt,  vol.  ii.  p.  39., 
quoted  by  Sir  E.  Tennent. 
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train,  or  spreads  it  in  the  morning  son  to  drive  off  the  damps  and 
dews  of  the  night.*  (Vol.  L  p.  165.) 

To  the  still  unsolved  problem  of  the  source  of  the  material  of 
the  soluble  nests  of  the  esculent  swift  {Collocalia  bremrastris, 
McClell.)  Sir  Emerson  contributes  the  remark,  that  some  of  die 
caves  frequented  by  them  in  Ceylon  are  so  &r  in  the  interior  as, 
notwithstanding  the  power  of  wing  possessed  by  those  birds,  to 
make  it  difficult  to  believe  that  the  nest  is  wholly  composed  of 
glutinous  alg».  He  avers  that  the  fibre  of  the  recent  nests 
presents  no  trace  of  organisation,  and  that  whatever  may  be  tiie 
original  material,  it  is  so  elaborated  by  the  swift  as  to  present 
the  appearance  and  consistency  of  strings  of  isinglass. 

Among  the  most  significant  evidences  of  a  quasi-reasonh^ 
fisu^ulty  in  the  lower  animal  is,  the  co-operation  of  two  individuals 
to  obtain,  by  distinct  manoeuvres,  a  foreseen  end.  The  dog  has 
furnished  more  than  one  instance  of  this  kind.  Sir  Emerson 
Tennent  narrates  the  following  anecdote  of  the  small  glossy 
crow  (Corvns  splendens)  of  Ceylon. 

^  One  of  these  ingenious  marauders,  after  vainly  attitudinising  in 
front  of  a  chained  watch-dog,  which  was  lazily  gnawing  a  bone,  and 
after  fruitlessly  endeavouring  to  divert  his  attention  by  dancing  be- 
fore him,  with  head  awry  and  eye  askance,  at  length  flew  away  for  a 
moment,  and  returned  bringing  with  it  a  companion,  who  perched  it- 
self on  a  branch  a  few  yards  in  the  rear.  The  crow's  grimaces  were 
now  actively  renewed,  but  with  no  better  result,  till  its  confederate, 
poising  himself  on  his  wings,  descended  with  the  utmost  velocity, 
striking  the  dog  upon  the  spine  with  all  the  force  of  his  beak.  The 
ruse  was  successful :  the  dog  started  with  surprise  and  pain,  but  not 
quickly  enough  to  seize  his  assailant,  whilst  the  bone  he  had  been 
gnawing  disappeared  the  instant  his  head  was  turned.  Two  well- 
authenticated  instances  of  the  recurrence  of  this  device  came  within 
my  knowledge  at  Colombo,  and  attest  the  sagacity  and  powers  of 
communicating  and  combining  possessed  by  these  astute  and  courage- 
ous birds.'    (Vol.  i.  p.  171.) 

Does  any  Shakspeare-worsbipper  desire  to  learn  how  far  and 
wide  may  be  spread  the  superstition  embodied  in  the  chaont 
round  the  cauldron  by  the  witches  in  *  Macbeth'?  Let  him 
turn  to  the  chapter  on  the  reptiles  of  Ceylon,  and  peruse  the 
part  played  by  the  unhappy  *Kabragoyas' — tiie  li^gest  kind 
of  Iguana  lizard — in  the  preparation  of  the  mysterious  poison^ 
the  Cobra-tel,  which  is  held  in  utmost  horror  by  the  Singhalese. 
Instead  of  the  ^  sweltered  venom '  of  the  toad,  the  less  proble- 
matical poison  of  the  Cobra  de  Capello  is  used,  by  malong  an 
incision  in  the  head  of  several  of  these  deadly  snakes,,  which 
are  suspended  over  a'chattie'  or  native  alembic  to  collect  the 
virus.     This  with  other  ingredients  of  the  'gruel  thick  and 
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aiab '  is  '  boiled  in  a  human  skull,  with  the  aid  of  liiree  Kabra- 
^  goyas,  which  are  tied  on  three  sides  of  the  fire,  with  their 
*  h^^  directed  towards  it  and  tormented  by  whips  to  make 
^  them  hissy  so  that  the  fire  may  blaze.  The  froth  from  their 
^  lips  ia  then  added  to  the  boiline  mixture,  and  so  soon  as  an 
«  oily  scum  rises  to  the  surface,  we  Cobra-^el  is  complete.' 

Modem  toxicology  destroys  much  of  the  romance  of  these 
anoifiat  ooncoctioDS*  Even  the  poisonous  secretion  of  the  Cobra 
and  other  yenom-snakes  has  been  shown  to  be  innocuous  when 
Bwallowedj  provided  there  be  no  abrasion  of  epithelium  in  the 
^  prinuB  yias ' :  it  is  only  when  the  poison  is  directly  introduced 
into  the  current  of  the  circulation  that  its  lethal  efiects  are 
manifested.  To  what  then  nmst  be  attributed  the  dread  of  the 
charmed  potion,  as  prepared  by  the  Singhalese  witches  ?  Its  real 
poisonous  quaUty  is  due  to  the  quantity  of  arsenic  which  it 
oontains,  and  which  is  stated^  on  the  authority  of  llie  colonial 
magistrate,  Mn  Morris>  to  be  the  main  ingredient. 

The  lakes  and  still  waters  of  Ceylon,  especially  those  of  the 
northern  district,  are  remarkable  for  the  numbers  and  prodigious 
fflze  of  the  crocodiles  infesting  them^  They  seem  to  repr^uce 
a  picture  of  the  oolitic  world — diat  'age  of  reptiles'  of  the 
ge(»l(^8t.  The  author  records  the  following  instance  of  his  per- 
sonal experience  of  one  of  these  saurians : — 

'  On  the  morning  after  our  arrival  a  crocodile  was  caught  in  the 
lake,  within  a  few  yards  of  the  government  agent's  residence,  where 
a  hook  had  been  laid  tiie  night  before,  baited  with  the  entrails  of  a 
goat,  and  made  fast,  in  the  native  &shion,  by  a  bunch  of  fine  cords, 
which  the  creature  cannot  gnaw  asunder  as  he  would  a  solid  rope, 
ance  they  sink  into  the  spaces  between  his  teeth.  The  one  taken 
was  small,  being  only  about  10  or  11  feet  long,  whereas  they  are  fre- 
quently killed  &om  15  to  19  feet  in  length.  As  long  as  he  was  in  the 
water  he  made  a  strong  resistance  to  bang  hauled  on  shore,  carrying 
the  canoe  up  into  the  deep  channel,  and  occasionally  raising  his  head 
above  the  water,  and  clashing  his  jaws  together  menacingly.  This 
action  has  a  horrid  sound,  as  the  crocodile  has  no  fieshy  lips,  and  he 
brings  his  teeth  and  the  b<mes  of  his  mouth  together  with  a  loud 
noise,  like  the  clank  of  two  pieces  of  hard  wood.  After  playing  him 
a  litUe,  the  boatmen  drew  him  to  land,  and  when  once  fairly  on  the 
shore  all  his  courage  and  energy  seemed  suddenly  to  desert  him.  He 
tried  once  or  twice  to  regain  t£e  water,  but  at  last  lay  motionless  and 
perfectly  helpless  on  the  sand.  It  was  no  easy  matter  to  kill  him :  a 
rifle  ball  sent  diagonally  through  his  breast  had  little  or  no  effect,  and 
even  when  the  shot  had  been  repeated  more  than  once,  he  was  as 
fively  as  ever.    At  last  he  feigned  death  and  lay  motionless,  with  his 

aes  closed,  but,  on  being  pricked  with  a  spear,  he  suddenly  recovered 
his  activity.     He  was  at  last  finished  by  a  harpoon  and  opened. 
His  maw  contained  several  small  tortoises  and  a  quantity  of  broken 
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bricks  and  gravel,  taken  medicinallj,  to  promote  digestion,  which  in 
these  creatures  is  said  to  be  so  slow  that  the  natives  assert  that  the 
crocodile,  from  choice,  never  swallows  his  prej  when  fresh,  but  con- 
ceals it  under  a  bank  till  far  advanced  in  putrefaction. 

*  During  our  journies  we  had  several  opportunities  of  observing 
the  habits  of  these  hideous  creatures,  and  I  am  far  from  considering 
them  so  formidable  as  is  usually  supposed.  They  are  evidently  not 
wantonly  destructive ;  they  act  only  under  the  influence  of  hunger, 
and  even  then  their  motions  on  land  are  awkward  and  uncomfortable, 
their  action  timid,  and  their  whole  demeanour  devoid  of  the  sagacity 
and  courage  which  characterises  other  animals  of  prey.'  (YoL  IL 
p.  4670 

The  inferences  philosophically  drawn  from  the  peculiarity  of 
most  of  the  species  of  Ceylon  Reptiles,  as  to  the  circle  of  phy- 
sical geography  to  which  diat  island  belongs,  merit  the  attention 
of  all  who  are  interested  in  that  Important  branch  of  natural 
science.  The  remarks  on  the  chameleon,  and  the  anecdotes  of  the 
little  house  gecko  or  lizard,  that  runs,  like  a  fly,  up  the  wall  and  ^ 
along  the  ceiling,  are  full  of  the  freshness  and  attraction  that 
characterise,  and  result  from,  direct  observation. 

The  peculiar  charm  of  the  famous  stone  confided  in  for  its 
preventive  effects  by  the  snake  charmers  of  Ceylon,  is  shown  to 
be  due  to  its  rapidly  absorbing  power  when  applied  to  the  re- 
cent bite  of  a  cobra  or  other  poisonous  snake.  Sir  Emerson 
submitted  one  of  these  ^  snake  stones^  to  the  scrutiny  of  Fara- 
day, who  reported  it  to  be 

*  A  piece  of  charred  bone  which  had  been  filled  with  blood  perhaps 
several  times,  and  then  carefully  charred  again.  Evidence  of  this  is 
afibrded,  as  well  by  the  apertures  of  cells  or  tubes  on  its  surface  as 
by  the  fact  that  it  yields  and  breaks  under  pressure,  and  exhibits  an 
organic  structure  within.  When  heated  slightly,  water  rises  from  it, 
and  also  a  little  ammonia ;  and  if  heated  still  more  highly  in  the  air, 
carbon  bums  away,  and  a  bulky  white  ash  is  left,  retaining  the  shape 
and  size  of  the  "stone."  This  ash,  as  is  evident  from  inspection, 
cannot  have  belonged  to  any  vegetable  substance,  for  it  is  almost  en- 
tirely composed  of  phosphate  of  lime.'  Mr.  Faraday  adds,  that  'if  the 
piece  of  malter  has  ever  been  employed  as  a  spongy  absorbent,  it 
seems  hardly  fit  for  that  purpose  in  its  present  state ;  but  who  can 
say  to  what  treatment  it  has  been  subjected  since  it  was  fit  for  use, 
or  to  what  treatment  the  natives  may  submit  it  when  expecting  to 
have  occasion  to  use  it? '    (Vol  L  p.  199, 200.) 

Thunberg  gives  a  similar  explanation  of  the  cause  of  the  pro- 
perty  of  the  snake-stone,  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  Boers  of 
the  Cape.  A  list,  drawn  up  by  the  able  head  of  the  zoological 
department  in  the  British  Museum,  of  the  reptiles  of  Ceylon, 
closes  the  original  and  interesting  chapter  of  the  present  work 
on  that  part  of  its  natural  history. 
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Of  the  Fishes  of  Ceylon,  the  Tora-malu  (  Cybium  guttatum),  a 
Scomberoid  fish  allied  to  some  fossil  found  in  our  London-clay, 
at  Sheppey  Island,  is  reckoned  the  finest  for  the  table ;  its  flesh, 
though  white,  resembling  that  of  the  salmon  in  firmness  and 
flavour.  The  naturalist  or  curious  reader,  who  may  take  delight 
in  fish-lore,  will  meet  with  much  novel  and  strange  matter  in 
the  present  chapter ;  to  which  he  is  referred  for  the  marvels, 
well-scrutinised  and  attested,  relative  to,  *  travelling  fishes,' 
*  climbing  fishes,*  *  burying  fishes,'  and  *  hot- water  fishes,*  besides 
those  which,  descending  from  the  air  in  showers,  may  truly  be 
called '  flying  fishes.' 

A  *  talking  fish '  has  recently  attempted  to  take  the  '  town ' 
by  surprise;  but  the  same  prosaic  matter-of-fact  zoology,  which 
reduced  the  McQusBian  sea-serpent  to  a  seal,  has  raised  the 
Bammnite  fish  of  Piccadilly  to  an  equally  intelligent  mammalian 
grade  of  organisation.  The  natural  voice  of  the  Phoca  Uptonyz 
resembles  *  ba-ba '  sufficiently  closely  to  satisfy  the  credulous 
listener  prepared  to  hear  and  comprehend  articulate  sounds  from 
the  mouth  of  the  uncouth  amphibian.  But  if  the  lover  of  mar- 
vels would  really  hear  a  *  musical  fish,'  he  must  travel  under  the 
intelligent  guidance  of  the  author  of  the  present  work  to  Batti- 
caloa  on  the  north  coast  of  Ceylon.  On  the  occasion  of  a  visit 
to  that  part  of  the  island  in  September,  1848,  Sir  Emerson 
Tennent  made  inquiries  relative  to  the  musical  sounds  alleged 
to  issue  from  the  bottom  of  the  lake.  The  fishermen  vouched 
for  the  truth  of  the  story,  stating  that  the  sounds  are  heard  only 
during  the  dry  season  and  cease  when  the  lake  is  swollen  by  the 
freshes  after  rain. 

'  In  the  evening  when  the  moon  had  risen,  I  took  a  boat  and  ac- 
companied the  fishermen  to  the  spot.  We  rowed  about  200  yards 
north-east  of  the  jetty,  by  the  fort  gate ;  there  was  not  a  breath  of 
wind,  and  not  a  ripple  but  that  caused  by  the  dip  of  our  oars ;  and 
on  coming  to  the  point  already  mentioned,  I  distinctly  heard  the 
sounds  in  question.  They  came  up  from  the  water  I'dce  the  gentle 
thrills  of  a  musical  chord,  or  the  faint  vibrations  of  a  wine-glass  when 
its  rim  is  rubbed  by  a  wet  finger.  It  was  not  one  sustained  note,  but 
a  multitude  of  tiny  sounds,  each  clear  and  distinct  in  itself;  the 
sweetest  treble  mingling  with  the  lowest  bass.  On  applying  the  ear 
to  the  woodwork  of  the  boat,  the  sound  was  greatly  increased  in 
volume  by  its  conduction.  They  varied  considerably  at  different  points 
as  we  moved  across  the  lake,  as  if  the  number  of  the  animals  from 
which  they  proceeded  was  greater  in  particular  spots  ;  and  occasion- 
ally we  rowed  out  of  hearing  of  them  altogether,  until  on  returning 
to  the  original  locality,  the  sounds  were  at  once  renewed. 

*  This  fact  seems  to  indicate  that  the  causes  of  the  sound,  whatever 
they  may  be,  are  stationary  at  their  several  points  ;  and  this  agrees 
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with  the  atatement  of  the  natives,  that  they  are  produced  bj  moUusca, 
and  not  by  fish.  They  came  evidently  and  sensibly  from  the  dq>tii 
of  the  lake,  and  there  was  nothing  in  the  surrounding  circumstances 
to  support  a  conjecture  that  it  might  be  the  reverberation  of  the 
noises  made  by  insects  on  the  shore,  conveyed  along  the  surface  of 
the  water,  for  they  were  loudest  and  most  distinct  at  those  points 
where  the  nature  of  the  land,  and  the  intervention  of  the  fort  aad  its 
buildings,  forbade  the  possibility  of  this  kind  of  conduction.'  ( YoL  iL 
p.  469.) 

Under  the  impresdon  that  the  sounds  had  been  produced  by 
shell-fish,  our  Author  took  steps  to  obtain  a  speemien  of  llie 
mollusca  of  the  lake :  but  the  only  ones  which  were  sent  to  him 
were  Cerithicu  Learning  that  evidence  of  the  power  of  certain 
marine  mollusca  to  produce  audible  sounds  under  water,  bad 
been  adduced  by  Dr.  Grant,  Sir  Emerson  applied  to  that  emi- 
nent Professor  of  Natural  History^  and  received  from  him  a 
letter,  which  he  publishes^  and  from  which  we  extract  the 
following : — 

'  My  two  living  tritonia,  contained  in  a  large  clear  colourless  glass 
cylinder,  filled  with  pure  sea  water,  and  placed  on  the  central  table 
of  the  Wemerian  Natural  EUstory  Society  of  Edinburgh,  around 
which  many  members  were  sitting,  continued  to  clink  audibly  within 
the  distance  of  twelve  feet  during  the  whole  meeting. 

*  These  small  animals  were  inSvidually  not  half  the  size  of  the  last 
joint  of  my  little  finger.  What  effect  the  mellow  sounds  of  miUions 
of  these,  covering  the  shaUow  bottom  of  a  tranquil  estuary,  in  the 
silence  of  night,  might  produce,  I  can  scarcely  conjecture. 

*  Your  auUientification  of  the  hitherto  unknown  faot,  would  pro- 
bably lead  to  the  discovery  of  the  same  phenomenon  in  other  conmion 
accessible  paludinss,  and  other  allied  branchiated  animals,  and  to  the 
solution  of  a  problem,  which  is  still  to  me  a  mystery,  even  regarding 
the  tritonia.'    (Vol.  ii.  p.  480.) 

The  malacologist  will  find  a  rich  store  of  interesting  remarks 
on  the  living  habits  of  Ceylonese  mollusca,  in  the  chapter  de- 
voted to  Conchology.  To  each  of  the  sections  appropriated  to 
a  class  of  Singhalese  animals  in  the  present  comprehensive  his- 
tory, a  critically  prepared  list^  with  the  technical  names  of  every 
well-ascertained  spedes,  is  appended.  The  work,  indeed,  will 
be  indispensable  to  the  library  of  every  systematic  zoologist, 
and  of  every  museum  or  other  establishment  of  natural  histoiy. 
The  list  of  the  shells  alone,  of  Ceylon^  fills  eight  closely- 
printed  pages. 

The  chapter  on  Insects  is  replete  with  notices  of  the  living 
habits  of  this  most  curious,  numerous,  and  diversified  class  of 
animals.  The  climate  and  other  conditions  of  Cevlon  favour 
the  full  development  of  the  tropical  forms  of  all  the  orders  of 
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the  class.  The  Anther  gives  dae  space  and  attention  to  the  im- 
portant subject  of  the  ^  Coffee-bug '  (vol.  iL  p.  242-24&)9  and 
diverges  with  just  and  philosophical  speculations  on  the  conse- 
quence of  the  singular  phenomena  which  certwi  other  insects 
present.  Thus  —  quoting  Livingstone's  question^ — ^Can  the 
^  white  ants  possess  the  power  of  combining  the  oxygen  and 
^hydrogen  of  their  vegetable  food  by  vital  ^rce,  so  as  to  form 
'  water?'  Sir  Emerson  Tennent  deems  it  highly  probable,  irom 
observations  which  he  narrates, '  that  the  termites  are  endowed 
^with  some  such  faculty.'  (YoL  L  p.  253.)  The  solidity  and 
complexity  of  the  termite  mounds,  the  rapidity  with  which  they 
are  constructed,  the  economy  of  the  complex  society,  and  the 
destructive  habits  of  these  insects,  are  briefly  and  graphically 
described. 

In  reference  to  bees.  Hunter,  in  his  ^  Observations '  on  these 
insects,  remarks,  ^  Upon  a  superficial  view,  one  conceives  that 
^the  first  intention  of  the  bee  having^  a  sting  is  evident:  one 

*  sees  it  has  property  to  defend.'  In  Ceylon,  however,  the 
hymemoptera  which  are  most  formidable  for  their  barbed  and 
envenomed  weapon,  are  the  wasps,  especially  tiie  great  Sphex 
ferruffinea.  Of  the  several  species  and  genera  of  true  bees  in 
the  island,  its  present  historian  avers  that  ^  some  are  divested  of 
^  stings ; '  and,  on  the  authority  of  the  natives,  he  instances, 

*  those  most  productive  of  honey,'  as  being  devoid  of  the  defen- 
dve  weapon.  A  valuable  summary  of  the  insects  of  Ceylon, 
by  Mr.  F.  Walker,  concludes  this  highly  interesting  chapter; 
their  names  alone  occupy  twenty  closely  printed  pages.   ' 

A  mudi  lai^er  proportion  of  the  insect  dass,  including  the 
niyriiq[M>d6  and  spiders,  are  directly  noxious  tiian  directiy  use- 
ful to  man;  but  ^  of  all  the  plagues  which  beset  the  traveller  in 
^Ceylon,  the  most  detested  are  the  land  leeches.' 

*  They  are  terrestrial,  never  visiting  ponds  or  streams.  In  size 
they  are  about  an  inch  in  length,  and  as  fine  as  a  pommon  knitting 
needle ;  but  capable  of  distension  till  they  equal  a  quill  in  thickness, 
and  attain  a  length  of  nearly  two  inches.  Their  structure  is  so  flex- 
ible that  they  can  msinuate  themselves  through  the  meshes  of  the 
finest  stocking,  not  only  seizing  on  the  feet  and  ankles,  but  ascending 
to  the  back  and  throat,  and  fastening  on  the  tenderest  parts  of  the 
body.  In  moving,  the  land  leeches  have  the  power  of  planting  one 
extremity  on  the  earth  and  raising  the  other  perpendicularly  to  watch 
for  their  victim.  Such  is  their  vigilance  and  instinct,  that  on  the 
approach  of  a  passer-by  to  a  spot  which  they  infest,  they  may  be  seen 
amongst  the  grass  and  fallen  leaves  on  the  edge  of  a  native  path, 
poised  erect,  and  preparing  for  their  attack  on  man  and  horse.  On 
descrying  their  prey  they  advance  rapidly  by  semicircular  strides, 
fixing  one  end  firmly  on  the  ground  and  arching  the  other  forwards, 
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till  by  successive  advances  they  can  lay  hold  of  the  traveller's  foot^ 
when  they  disengage  themselves  from  the  ground  and  ascend  his  dress 
in  search  of  an  aperture  to  enter.'    (Vol.  i.  p.  303,  304.) 

A  most  graphic  cut  of  the  Liliputian  army,  marching  to  the 
attack,  and  greedy  for  the  blood  of  the  enemy  they  scent  from 
afar,  illustrates  this  description :  it  is  worthy  of  Cruikshank. 
Although  terrestrial,  these  little  suctorial  pests  are  helpless 
without  moisture ;  they  disappear  during  long  droughts,  but  re- 
appear instantaneously  on  the  very  first  fall  of  rain.  The 
author's  suggestion,  that  these  leeches,  like  the  fresh-water 
moUusks,  fishes,  and  reptiles  of  Ceylon,  fall  into  a  ^  summer- 
sleep,'  or  a  state  of  torpidity,  induced  by  heat  and  drought,  is 
a  highly  probable  one.  We  may,  however,  be  permitted  to 
doubt,  whether  the  period  during  which  the  leeches  retain  m 
latent  life  in  a  dried  state,  would  be  so  long  as  in  the  alleged 
case  of  the  Rotifercu  Recent,  and  we  may  add,  carefully  con- 
ducted, experiments,  have  greatly  modified  the  belief  in  the  in- 
definite torpor  which  Spalanzani  attributed  to  these  microscopic 
Crustacea. 

We  have  reserved  for  the  conclusion  of  our  review  of  the 
natural  history  chapters  of  the  present  work,  a  notice  of 
that  devoted  to  the  Elephant,  in  which,  we  can  with  confi- 
dence state,  is  given  the  most  complete  and  correct  history  on 
record  of  this  stupendous  animaL 

The  former  abundance  of  the  species  described  (Ekphas 
indicusy  Cuv.)  is  exemplified ;  and  the  causes  which  have  led  to  a 
diminution  of  their  numbers,  and  their  disappearance  from  dis- 
tricts where  they  once  abounded,  are  ably  exposed.  Elephants 
were  regarded  as  royal  game  in  the  time  of  the  Kandyan  em- 
pire, and  their  slaughter  without  permission  was  classed  amongst 
the  gravest  offences.  The  poacher  of  proboscidians,  by  a  kind 
of  retributive  justice,  was  given  up  to  the  elephant  executioner^ 
who  placing  hie  foot  on  the  prostrate  victim,  plucked  ofif  his 
limbs  in  succession  by  a  sudden  movement  of  his  trunk. 

The  wild  elephants  of  Ceylon  are  now  common  to  all  pur- 
suers, and  have  educed  extraordinary  skill  and  'pluck'  in 
some  of  our  adventurous  military  men  stationed  on  the  island. 
The  author,  citing  the  curious  feet  that, — whilst  in  Africa,  both 
sexes  of  the  elephant  have  tusks,  with  some  slight  disproportion 
in  the  size  of  those  of  the  females,  — not  one  elephant  in  a 
hundred  is  found  with  tusks  in  Ceylon,  and  the  few  that  possess 
them  are  exclusively  males,  remarks,  that  had  all  been  provided 
with  tusks,  'they  would  long  since  have  been  annihilated  for  the 
sake  of  the  ivory.' 

The  peculiarly  partial  development  of  these  monstrous  teeth 
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in  the  elephants  of  Ceylon,  and  the  absence  of  any  direct  ob- 
servation of  their  use  in  the  few  elephants  there  possessing  them, 
have  begot  the  grave  doubts  as  to  their  alleged  functions,  which 
the  author'  expresses.  Of  one  hundred  and  eight  inquests 
on  cases  of  death  by  wild  animals,  during  five  years  in  Ceylon, 
only  sixteen  are  recorded  to  have  been  caused  by  elephants, 
whilst  sixty-eight  were  due  to  poisonous  serpents. 

The  value  of  direct  observation  by  a  clear-headed  naturalist, 
is  shown  in  the  refutation  of  the  alleged  antipathies  of  the 
elephant  to  other  quadrupeds,  handed  down  in  histories  from 
Pliny  to  BuflTon.  They  show  no  impatience  in  the  company  of 
the  elk,  wild  buffaloes,  ^the  deer,  the  bear,  and  the  wild  hog ;  but 
the  elephant's  caution  leads  him  to  take  alarm  at  the  appear- 
ance in  the  jungle  of  any  animal  with  which  he  is  not  familiar. 
The  tame  elephant  soon  becomes  reconciled  to  other  domestic 
quadrupeds.  He  has  been  said  to  be  afraid  of  the  horse,  but 
the  experience  of  the  Author  favours  the  belief  that  it  is  the 
horse  which  is  alarmed  at  the  aspect  of  the  elephant.  Of  this 
fact.  Sir  Emerson  Tennent  records  an  instance  which  we  quote, 
because  it  illustrates  at  the  same  time  the  peculiar  sagacity 
of  the  great  proboscidian,  and  illustrates  also  the  disposition  to 
make  good  use  of  his  tusks  when  he  happens  to  have  them. 

*  One  evening  whilst  riding  in  the  vicinity  of  Kandy,  towards  the 
scene  of  the  massacre  of  Major  Davie's  party  in  1803,  my  horse 
evinced  some  excitement  at  a  noise  which  approached  us  in  the 
thick  jungle,  and  which  consisted  of  a  repetition  of  the  ejaculation 
urmph  !  urmph  /  in  a  hoarse  and  dissatisfied  tone.  A  turn  in  the 
forest  explained  the  mystery,  by  bringing  me  face  to  face  with  a  tame 
elephant,  unaccompanied  by  any  attendant.  He  was  labouring  pain- 
fully to  carry  a  heavy  beam  of  timbei,  which  he  balanced  across  his 
tusks,  but  the  pathway  being  narrow,  he  was  forced  to  bend  his 
head  to  one  side  to  permit  it  to  pass  endways ;  and  the  exertion  and 
inconvenience  combined  led  him  to  utter  the  dissatisfied  sounds 
which  disturbed  the  composure  of  my  horse.  On  seeing  us  halt,  the 
elephant  raised  his  head,  reconnoitered  us  for  a  moment,  then  threw 
down  the  timber  and  forced  himself  backwards  among  the  brush- 
wood so  as  to  leave  a  passage,  of  which  he  expected  us  to  avail  our- 
selves. My  horse  still  hesitated:  the  elephant  observed  it,  and  im- 
patiently thrust  himself  still  deeper  into  the  jungle,  repeating  his  cry 
of  urmph  I  in  a  voice  evidently  meant  to  encourage  us  to  come  on. 
Still  the  horse  trembled  ;  and  anxious  to  observe  the  instinct  of  the 
two  sagacious  creatures,  I  forbore  any  interference:  again  the 
elephant  wedged  himself  further  in  amongst  the  trees,  and  waited 
impatiently  for  us  to  pass  him;  and  after  the  horse  had  done  so 
tremblingly  and  timidly,  I  saw  the  wise  creature  stoop  and  take  up 
his  heavy  burden,  trim  and  balance  it  on  his  tusks  and  resume  his 
route,  hoarsely  snorting,  as  before,  his  discontented  remonstrance.' — 
(VoL  ii.  p.  282,  283.) 

VOL.  ex.  NO.  CCXXIV.  B  B 
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There  appears  to  be  a  direct  relation^  at  least  in  the  mam- 
malian class,  between  the  vocal  powers  and  the  grade  of  intelli- 
gence ;  and  the  various  noises  which  the  elephant  makes  to 
intimate  his  pleasure,  anger,  suspicion,  and  alarm,  as  described 
by  Sir  Emerson  Tennent,  are  truly  remarkable.  • 

The  grounds  on  which  the  opinion  of  the  superior  sagacity  (rf 
the  elephant  is  founded,  have  been  derived  almost  exclusively 
from  observations  of  the  animal  in  a  state  of  domesticity.  In  its 
wild  state,  for  reasons  well  given  by  the  author,  the  elephant 
may  seem  to  casual  observers  to  exhibit  even  less  than  ordinary 
ability ;  but,  when  danger  and  apprehension  call  for  the  exertion 
of  his  physical  powers,  those  who  have  witnessed  their  disfday 
are  seldom  inclined  to  undervalue  their  degree.  Sir  Emerson 
relates,  in  illustration  of  this  fact,  a  most  curious  instance  of  an 
elephant  which,  in  the  belief  of  the  natives,  feigned  death  in 
order  to  regain  his  freedom.  The  animal  had  been  captured  with 
the  rest  of  nis  herd^  and  was  being 

Med  from  the  corral  as  usual  between  two  tame  ones,  and  had 
already  proceeded  far  on  its  way  towards  its  destination;  when 
night  closing  in,  and  the  torches  being  lighted,  it  hesitated  to  go 
on,  and  finally  sunk  to  the  ground  apparently  lifeless.  Mr.  Cripps 
ordered  the  fastenings  to  be  removed  from  its  legs,  and  when  all 
attempts  to  raise  it  had  failed,  so  convinoed  was  he  that  it  was  dead, 
that  he  ordered  the  ropes  to  be  collected  and  the  carcass  to  be  aban- 
doned. While  this  was  being  done,  he  and  a  gentleman  by  whom  he 
was  accompanied  leaned  against  the  body  to  rest.  They  had  scarc^ 
taken  their  departure  and  proceeded  a  few  yards,  when,  to  their 
astonishment)  the  elephant  rose  with  the  utmost  alacrity,  and  fled 
towards  the  jungle,  screaming  at  the  top  of  his  voice,  its  cries  being 
audible  long  after  it  had  Ssappeared  in  the  shades  of  the  forest.' 
(Vol  ii.  p.  321,  822.) 

The  most  striking  of  all  the  instances  of  man's  mastery  over 
inferior  animals  is  the  exploit  of  his  wholesale  decoy  and  ct^ture 
of  the  hugest  and  wisest  of  terrestrial  quadrupeds.  The  pro- 
cedure of  the  ^  corral,'  or  elephant  trap  on  the  grand  scale,  have 
been  often  described ;  but  never  with  so  much  comprehensiyeneaB 
and  accuracy,  or  with  such  exact  appreciation  of  the  relation  of 
the  several  steps  in  the  procedure  to  the  idiosyncracies  of  the 
^antic  brute,  as  in  the  chapter  which  the  author  devotes  to 
this  exciting  subject 

The  skill  of  the  professional  elephant  catchers  in  Ceylon,  the 
'  panikeas,'  as  they  are  called,  who  inhabit  the  ^Moorish  villages' 
in  the  north  and  north-east  of  the  island,  is  described  as  having 
almost  the  certainty  of  instinct 

*  Hence  their  services  are  eagerly  sought  by  the  European  sports- 
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men  who  go  down  into  their  country  in  search  of  game.  So  keen  is 
their  glance,  that  almost  at  the  top  of  their  speed,  like  hounds  run- 
ning '^  breast  high,"  they  will  follow  the  course  of  an  elephant,  over 
glades  covered  with  stunted  grass,  where  the  eye  of  a  stranger  would 
fail  to  discover  a  trace  of  its  passage,  and  on  through  fore8ts  strewn 
with  dry  leaves,  where  it  seems  impossible  to  perceive  a  footstep. 
Here  they  are  guided  by  a  bent  or  broken  twig,  or  by  a  leaf  dropp^ 
from  the  animsd's  mouth,  on  which  they  can  detect  the  pressure  of  a 
tooth.  If  at  fault,  they  fetch  a  circuit  like  a  setter,  till  lighting  on 
some  iresh  marks,  then  go  a-head  again  with  renewed  vigour.  So 
delicate  is  the  sense  of  smell  in  the  elephant,  and  so  indispensable  is 
it  to  go  against  the  wind  in  approaching  him,  that  the  Panikeas,  on 
those  occasions  when  the  wind  is  so  still  that  its  direction  cannot  be 
o^erwise  discerned,  will  suspend  the  film  of  a  gossamer  to  determine 
it,  and  shape  their  course  accordingly. 

'  They  are  enabled  by  the  inspection  of  the  footmarks,  when  im- 
pressed in  soft  clay,  to  describe  the  size  as  well  as  the  number  of  a 
herd  before  it  is  seen ;  the  height  of  an  elephant  at  the  shoulder 
being  as  nearly  as  possible  twice  the  circumference  of  his  fore  foot' 
(VoL  ii.  p.  337.) 

Sir  Emerson  was  present  during  the  wholesale  capture  of  wild 
elephants  by  the  Singhalese  modification  of  the  corral,  and  gives 
a  most  vivid  description  of  the  stnmge  and  exciting  scene.  The 
passing  allusions  to  the  scenery  and  botany  of  the  tropical  forest 
traversed  by  the  Governor's  party  to  witness  them  carry  one 
COTE^letely  into  the  midst  of  the  wild  and  primitive  scene  of 
action. 

After  detfuEng  the  preliminary  proceedings  of  the  native 
hunters,  the  author  proceeds  as  follows : — 

^Two  months  had  been  spent  in  these  preparations,  and  they 
had  been  thus  far  completed,  on  the  day  when  we  arrived  and  took 
our  places  on  the  stage  erected  for  us,  overlooking  the  entrance  to 
the  corraL  Close  beneath  us  a  group  of  tame  elephants,  sent  by  the 
temples  and  the  chiefs  to  assist  in  securing  the  wild  ones,  were 
picketed  in  the  shade,  and  lastly  fanning  themselves  with  leaves. 
Three  distinct  herds,  whose  united  numbers  were  variously  repre- 
sented at  from  forty  to  fifty  elephants,  were  enclosed,  and  were  at 
that  moment  concealed  in  the  jungle  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
stockade.  Not  a  sound  was  permitted  to  be  made,  each  person  spoke 
to  his  neighbour  in  whispers,  and  such  was  the  silence  observed  by 
the  multitude  of  the  watchers  at  their  posts,  that  occasionally  we 
could  hear  the  rustling  of  the  branches  as  some  of  the  elephants 
stripped  ofif  their  leaves. 

*  Suddenly  the  signal  was  made,  and  the  stillness  of  the  forest  was 
broken  by  the  shouts  of  the  guard,  the  rolling  of  the  drums  and  tom- 
toms, and  the  discharge  of  muskets ;  and  beginning  at  the  most  dis- 
tant aide  of  the  area,  the  elephants  were  urged  forwards  towards  the 
entrance  into  the  corraL 
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'  The  watchers  along  the  line  kept  silence  only  until  the  herd  had 
passed  them,  and  then  joining  the  cry  in  their  rear  they  drove  them 
onward  with  redoubled  shouts  and  noises.  The  tumult  increased  as 
the  terrified  rout  drew  near,  swelling  now  on  one  side  now  on  the 
other,  as  the  herd  in  their  panic  dashed  from  point  to  point  in  their 
endeavours  to  force  the  line,  but  were  instantly  driven  back  by 
screams,  guns,  and  drums. 

'  At  length  the  breaking  of  the  branches  and  the  crackling  of  the 
brushwood  announced  their  close  approach^  and  the  leader  bursting 
from  the  jungle  rushed  wildly  forward  to  within  twenty  yards  of  the 
entrance  followed  by  the  rest  of  the  herd.  Another  moment  and 
they  would  have  plunged  into  the  open  gate,  when  suddenly  they 
wheeled  round,  re-entered  the  jungle,  and  in  spite  of  the  hunters 
resumed  their  original  position.  The  chief  headman  came  forward 
and  accounted  for  the  freak  by  saying  that  a  wild  pig,  an  animal 
which  the  elephants  are  said  to  dislike,  had  started  out  of  the  cover 
and  run  across  the  leader,  who  would  otherwise  have  held  on  direct 
for  the  corral ;  and  he  intimated  that  as  the  herd  Vas  now  in  the 
highest  state  of  excitement;  and  it  was  at  all  times  much  more  diffi- 
cult to  effect  a  successful  capture  by  daylight  than  by  nighty  when  the 
fires  and  the  fiambeaux  act  with  double  effect,  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
hunters  to  defer  their  final  effort  till  the  evening,  when  the  darkness 
would  lend  a  powerful  aid  to  their  exertions. 

*  After  sunset  the  scene  exhibited  was  of  extraordinary  interest ; 
the  low  fires,  which  had  apparently  only  smouldered  in  the  sunlight, 
assumed  their  ruddy  glow  amidst  the  darkness,  and  threw  their  tinge 
over  the  groups  collected  round  them ;  while  the  smoke  rose  in  eddies 
through  the  rich  foliage  of  the  trees.  The  crowds  of  spectators 
maintained  profound  silence,  and  not  a  sound  was  perceptible  beyond 
the  hum  of  an  insect.  On  a  sudden  the  stiUness  was  broken  by  the 
roll  of  a  drum,  followed  by  a  discharge  of  musketry.  This  was  the 
signal  for  the  renewed  assault,  and  the  hunters  entered  the  circle 
with  shouts  and  clamour;  dry  leaves  and  sticks  were  flung  upon  the 
watch-fires  till  they  blazed  aloft,  and  formed  a  line  of  flame  on  every 
side,  except  in  the  direction  of  the  corral,  which  was  studiously  kept 
dark ;  and  thither  the  terrified  elephants  betook  themselves^  followed 
by  the  yells  and  racket  of  their  pursuers. 

*■  They  approached  at  a  rapid  pace,  trampling  down  the  brushwood 
and  crushing  the  dry  branches,  the  leader  emerged  in  front  of  the 
corral,  paused  for  an  instant,  stared  wildly  round,  and  then  rushed 
headlong  through  the  open  gate  followed  by  the  rest  of  the  herd. 

*As  if  by  magic  the  entire  circuit  of  the  corral,  which  to  this 
moment  had  been  kept  in  profound  darkness,  now  blazed  with  a 
thousand  lights,  every  hunter  on  the  instant  that  the  elephants 
entered,  rushing  forward  to  the  stockade  with  a  torch  kindled  at  the 
nearest  watchfire. 

<  The  elephants  first  dashed  to  the  very  extremity  of  the  enclosure, 
and  being  brought  up  by  the  powerful  fence,  started  back  to  regaia 
the  gate,  but  found  it  closed.  Their  terror  was  sublime :  they  hur- 
ried round  the  corral  at  a  rapid  pace,  but  saw  it  now  girt  by  fire  on 
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every  side ;  they  attempted  to  force  the  stockade,  but  were  driven 
back  by  the  guards  with  spears  and  flambeaux ;  and  on  which  ever 
side  they  approached  they  were  repulsed  with  shouts  and  discharges 
of  musketry.  Collecting  into  one  group,  they  would  pause  for  a 
moment  in  apparant  bewilderment,  then  burst  off  in  another  direc- 
tion, as  if  it  had  suddenly  occurred  to  them  to  try  some  point  which 
they  had  before  overlooked ;  but  again  repulsed,  they  slowly  returned 
to  their  forlorn  resting-place  in  the  centre  of  the  corral. 

*  The  interest  of  this  strange  scene  was  not  confined  to  the  spec- 
tators ;  it  extended  to  the  tame  elephants  which  were  stationed  out- 
side. At  the  first  approach  of  the  flying  herd  they  evinced  the 
utmost  interest  in  the  scene.  Two  in  particular  which  were  picketed 
near  the  front  were  intensely  excited,  and  continued  tossing  their 
heads,  pawing  the  ground,  and  starting  as  the  noise  drew  near.  At 
length  when  the  grand  rush  into  the  corral  took  place,  one  of  them 
fairly  burst  from  her  fastenings  and  started  off  towards  the  herd, 
levelling  a  tree  of  considerable  size  which  obstructed  her  passage.' 
(Vol.  ii.  p.  353,  354.) 

The  mode  of  securing  and  marching  out  the  captives  is  next 
given.  The  wonder  of  a  London  audience  has  been  recently 
excited  by  the  performance  of  an  elephant,  at  Astley's,  ex- 
hibiting attitudes  which  seemed  quite  incompatible  with  a 
creature  of  its  form,  shape,  and  structure ;  but  the  tame  per- 
former 18  outdone  by  the  actions  of  the  enraged  wild  elephant, 
in  the  first  struggles  against  his  bonds.  The  first  of  the  en- 
trapped herd  which  was  tied  up 

'  felt  the  ropes  with  his  trunk  and  tried  to  untie  the  numerous  knots ; 
he  drew  backwards  to  liberate  his  fore-legs,  then  leaned  forward  to 
extricate  the  hind  ones,  tiU  every  branch  of  the  tall  tree  vibrated 
with  his  struggles.  He  screamed  in  his  anguish  with  his  proboscis 
raised  high  in  the  air,  then  falling  on  his  side  he  laid  his  head  to  the 
ground,  first  his  cheek  and  then  his  brow,  and  pressed  down  his 
doubled-in  trunk  as  though  he  would  force  it  into  the  earth ;  then 
suddenly  rising  he  balanced  himself  on  his  forehead  and  his  fore-legs, 
holding  his  hind-feet  fairly  off  the  ground.  This  scene  of  distress 
continued  some  hours,  with  occasional  pauses  of  apparent  stupor, 
after  which  the  struggle  was  from  time  to  time  renewed  abruptly, 
and  as  if  by  some  sudden  impulse ;  but  at  last  the  vain  strife  sub- 
sided, and  the  poor  animal  stood  pei'fectly  motionless,  the  image  of 

exhaustion  and  despair Some  in  their  struggles 

made  no  sound,  whilst  others  bellowed  and  trumpeted  furiously,  then 
uttered  short  convulsive  screams,  and  at  last,  exhausted  and  hopeless, 
gave  vent  to  their  anguish  in  low  and  piteous  meanings.  Some,  after 
a  few  violent  efforts  of  this  kind,  lay  motionless  on  the  ground,  with 
no  other  indication  of  suffering  than  the  tears  which  suffused  their 
eyes  and  flowed  incessantly.  Others  in  all  the  vigour  of  their  rage 
exhibited  the  most  surprising  contortions ;  and  to  us  who  had  been 
accustomed  to  associate  with  the  unwieldy  bulk  of  the  elephant  the 
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idea  that  he  must  of  necessity  be  i^iff  and  inflexible,  the  attitades 
into  which  they  forced  themselves  were  almost  incredible.  I  saw  ooe 
lie  with  the  cheek  pressed  to  the  earth  and  the  fore-legs  stretched  in 
front,  whilst  the  bodj  was  twisted  round  till  the  bind-legs  extended 
at  the  opposite  side.'    (Vol.  ii.  p.  863,  364.) 

The  function  of  a  peculiar  structure  of  the  elephant's  stomachy 
suggested  by  physiological  induction,  is  now  ^tablished  by  di- 
rect observation  on  the  living  animal^  for  the  first  time  made  and 
communicated  by  the  author  of  the  present  work. 

'  One  practice  was  incessant  with  almost  the  entire  herd ;  in  the 
interval  of  every  struggle,  they  beat  up  the  ground  with  their  fore- 
feet, and  taking  up  the  dry  earth  in  a  coil  of  their  trunks,  they  flung 
it  dexterously  over  every  part  of  their  body.  Even  when  lying 
down,  the  sand  within  reach  was  thus  collected  and  scattered  ov^ 
their  limbs :  then  inserting  the  extremity  of  their  trunks  in  their 
mouths,  they  withdrew  a  quantity  of  water,  which  they  discharged 
over  their  backs,  repeating  the  operation  again  and  again,  till  the 
dust  was  thoroughly  saturated.  1  was  astonished  at  the  quantity  of 
water  thus  applied,  which  was  sufficient  when  the  elephant,  as  was 
generally  the  case,  had  worked  the  spot  where  he  lay  into  a  hollow, 
to  convert  its  surface  into  a  thin  coating  of  mud.  Seeing  that  the 
herd  had  been  now  twenty-four  hours  without  access  to  water  of  any 
kind,  surrounded  by  watch-flres,  and  exhausted  by  struggling  and 
terror,  the  supply  of  moisture  he  was  capable  of  containing  in  the 
receptacle  attached  to  his  stomach  must  have  been  considerable.' 
(VoL  ii.  p.  364,  365.) 

Nothing  seems  to  have  escaped  the  quick  and  comprehensive 
glance  of  Sir  Emerson.  The  varied  demeanour  of  the  dif- 
ferent elephants,  as  they  were  successfully  'noosed'  and  tied 
up,  is  so  told,  as  to  fix  it  in  the  mind  Uke  a  picture.  Old 
elephants  and  young,  males  and  females,  respectable  members 
of  the  herd  and  exued  *  rogues'  —  each  and  all  pass  in  review 
before  us.  Much  as  we  welcome  the  artistic  drawings  which 
illustrate  this  stirring  chapter  in  the  zoology  of  Ceylon, 
they  are  superseded  by  the  word-painting,  which  impresses 
the  multiform  features  of  the  wild  and  complex  spectacle 
on  the  reader's  imagination.  The  baby-elephants  add  the 
ludicrous  element  to  the  performance.  Two  tiny  ones  had  been 
entrapped  with  the  herd,  one  about  ten  months  old,  the  other 
somewhat  more. 

'  These  two  little  creatures  were  the  most  vociferous  of  the  whole 
herd,  their  shouts  were  incessant,  they  struggled  to  attack  every  one 
within  reach;  and  as  their  bodies  were  more  lithe  and  pliant  than 
those  of  greater  growth,  their  contortions  were  quite  wonderful. 
The  most  amusing  thing  was,  that  in  the  midst  of  all  their  agony 
and  affliction,  the  little  fellows  seized  on  every  article  of  food  that 
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was  thrown  to  them^  and  ate  and  roared  simultaneously/  (VoL  ii 
p.  369.) 

'  Amongst  the  last  of  the  elephants  noosed  was  the  rogue.  Though 
far  more  savage  than  the  others,  he  joined  in  none  of  their  charges 
and  assaults  on  the  fences,  as  they  uniformly  drove  him  off,  and 
would  not  permit  him  to  enter  their  circle.  When  dragged  past 
another  of  his  companions  in  misfortune,  who  was  lying  exhausted 
on  the  ground,  he  flew  upon  him  and  attempted  to  fasten  his  teeth 
in  his  head;  tlds  was  the  only  instance  of  vioiousness  which  occurred 
during  the  progress  of  the  corral.'    (Vol.  ii.  p.  869.) 

'  When  they  attempted  to  drag  him  backwards  from  the  tree  near 
which  he  was  noosed,  he  laid  hold  of  it  with  his  trunk  and  lay 
down  on  his  side  immoveable.  The  temple  tusker  and  another  were 
ordered  up  to  assist,  and  it  required  the  combined  efforts  of  the  three 
elephants  to  force  him  along.  When  dragged  to  the  place  at  which 
he  was  to  be  tied  up,  he  continued  the  contest  with  desperation,  and 
to  prevent  the  second  noose  being  placed  on  his  foot,  he  sat  down  on 
his  haunches,  almost  in  the  attitude  of  the  ''  Florentine  Boar,"  keep- 
ing his  hind-feet  beneath  him,  and  defending  his  fore-feet  with  his 
trunk,  with  which  he  flung  back  the  rope  as  often  as  it  was  attempted 
to  attoch  it.  When  overpowered  and  made  fast,  his  grief  was  most 
affecting ;  his  violence  sunk  to  utter  prostration,  and  he  lay  on  the 
ground,  uttering  choking  cries,  with  tears  trickling  down  his  cheeks.' 
(VoL  ii.  p.  375,  376.) 

The  process  of  taming  the  captive  giants  usually  extends 
over  a  period  of  two  months,  when  the  presence  of  the 
decoy  elephants  is  dispensed  with,  and  the  captive  is  ridden  to 
the  river  alone*  Amongst  numerous  instances  of  the  superior 
psychical  endowments  of  the  elephant,  adduced  by  Sir  K 
Tennent,  we  select  the  following :  — 

*  When  roads  are  to  be  constructed  along  the  face  of  steep  decli- 
vities, and  the  space  is  so  contracted  that  risk  is  incurred  either  of 
the  elephant  falUng  over  the  precipice  or  of  rocks  slipping  down  from 
above,  not  only  are  the  measures  which  he  resorts  to  the  most  judi- 
cious and  reasonable  that  could  be  devised,  but  if  urged  by  his  keeper 
to  adopt  any  other,  he  manifests  a  reluctance  which  shows  that  he 
has  bdanced  in  his  own  mind  the  comparative  advantages  of  each. 
He  appears  on  all  occasions  to  comprehend  the  purpose  and  object 
which  he  is  expected  to  promote,  and  hence  he  voluntarily  executes 
a  variety  of  details  without  any  guidance  whatsoever  from  his  keeper. 
This  is  one  characteristic  in  which  the  elephant  manifests  a  supe- 
riority over  the  horse ;  although  in  strength  in  proportion  to  his 
weight  he  does  not  equal  the  latter.'    (Vol.  ii.  p.  387.) 

Two  instances  of  births  are  recorded  in  the  case  of  elephants 
which  had  been  long  in  captivity.  In  r^ard  to  the  duration  of 
life  of  the  elephant,  estimated  by  Professor  Owen*  at  a  hundred 

♦  *  Odontography,'  p.  635. 
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and  fifty  years^  on  the  basb  of  the  duration  of  the  grlnding-teeth 
as  effective  instruments  of  mastication.  Sir  Emerson  Tennent 
quotes  a  memorandum  which  he  found  among  the  papers  left 
by  Col.  Robertson  (son  of  the  historian  Principal  Robertson), 

'  showing  that  a  decoy  was  then  attached  to  the  elephant  establi^- 
ment  at  Maturo,  which  the  records  proved  to  have  served  under  the 
Dutch  during  the  entire  period  of  their  occupation,  that  lasted  for 
upwards  of  one  hundred  and  forty  years,  and  was  said  to  have  been 
found  by  them  in  the  stables  on  the  expulsion  of  the  Portuguese  in 
A.D.  1656/   (Vol.  ii.  p.  389.) 

It  is  possible,  therefore,  that  two  or  three  generations  of 
Singhalese  elephants  may  have  witnessed  the  singular  and 
violent  political  revolutions,  which  in  the  last  three  centuries 
and  a  half  have  overthrown  the  native  dynasties,  and  ended  by 
the  annexation  of  the  whole  island  to  the  dominions  of  the  Queen 
of  England.  It  was  in  1505  that  the  flag  of  the  Portuguese 
first  appeared  in  the  waters  of  Ceylon,  and  Sir  Emerson 
Tennent  has  drawn  from  their  own  records  a  dark  picture  of 
the  rapacity,  bigotry,  and  cruelty  which  characterised  their 
sway.  The  resistance  they  encountered  from  the  hardy  moun- 
taineers of  Kandy  was,  however,  so  vigorous,  that  they  were 
compelled  to  wage  an  internecine  war  against  the  native  forces, 
and  were  at  length  expelled  from  Ceylon,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  after  their  first  landing,  when  the  Dutch  entered  upon 
the  scene  of  Indian  adventure,  and  succeeded  in  forming 
alliances  with  the  kings  of  Kandy  fatal  to  the  ascendancy  of 
their  commercial  rivals  and  their  religious  antagonists.  The 
chapters  which  Sir  Emerson  Tennent  has  devoted  to  these 
-struggles  are  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  colonial  history  of 
the  European  Powers. 

It  was  not  till  the  close  of  the  last  century  that  British  forces 
and  British  policy  appeared  in  Ceylon.  Holland  had  been 
x)verrun  by  France:  her  colonies  were  attacked  by  England,  and 
the  King  of  Kandy  was  just  as  willing  to  accept  our  assistance 
to  turn  out  the  Dutch,  as  his  predecessors  had  been  to  accept 
the  assistance  of  the  Dutch  to  turn  out  the  Portuguese.  The 
conquest  of  Colombo  by  Colonel  Stuart  in  1796  speedily 
followed,  and  the  dominion  of  this  country  over  the  Dutch 
settlements  was  established.  On  the  administration  of  the 
island  by  Mr.  North,  immediately  after  its  surrender  by  the 
Dutch,  and  on  the  highly  questionable  negotiations  which  took 
place  between  that  officer  and  the  Prime  Minister  of  the  King 
of  Elandy,  which  were  the  prelude  to  the  massacre  of  the  British 
troops  under  Major  Davie  in  1803,  a  new  and  unexpected  h'ght 
has  been  thrown  by  the  researches  of  Sir  E.  Tennent  in  the 
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Wellesley  Papers.  The  transaction  which  led  to  the  establish* 
ment  of  British  authority  in  the  independent  portion  of  the 
island  was  of  the  most  painful  and  treacherous  character.  The 
young  king  was  stimulated  by  his  Adigar  or  Minister,  who 
was  in  treasonable  correspondence  with  Mr.  North,  to  acts 
of  atrocity  calculated  to  bring  about  his  own  overthrow;  in  1803 
a  British  force  seized  Kandy;  a  sanguinary  reaction  followed; 
and  the  first  years  of  the  English  government  of  Ceylon  are 
deeply  stained  with  humiliation  and  bloodshed. 

We  hope  it  is  true,  as  Sir  Emerson  Tennent  confidently  be- 
lieves, that  these  recollections  have  been  effaced  by  the  benefits 
which  fifty  years  of  British  rule  have  conferred  on  the  island: 
roads  have  been  constructed,  civil  organisation  has  been 
matured,  domestic  slavery  has  been  abolished,  a  charter  of 
justice  promulgated,  trading  monopolies  extinguished,  and  vast 
encouragement  given  by  British  capital  and  skill  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  staple  products  of  the  country.  The  Singhalese  of 
the  maritime  provinces  are  not  disaffected,  and  it  is  lioped  that 
the  Kandyans  will  eventually  allow  the  progress  of  civilisation 
to  reach  their  mountain  solitudes.  But  the  work  of  recon- 
ciliation is  still  by  no  means  complete. 

To  this  important  object  the  work  of  Sir  Emerson  Tennent 
is  destined,  we  are  convinced,  in  no  slight  degree  to  contribute, 
by  making  this  magnificent  island,  with  its  romantic  history  and 
its  boundless  natural  resources,  more  completely  known  to  the 
people  of  this  country;  and  no  service  which  the  late  Colonial 
Secretary  of  Ceylon  can  have  rendered  in  his  former  administra- 
tive capacity  is  comparable  to  the  benefit  which  the  existence  of 
such  a  book  must  confer  on  all  who  are  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  a  colony,  which  is  in  itself  a  kingdom.  •  A  memorial  was  re- 
cently addressed  by  the  governor  of  our  remote  possessions  to 
the  Colonial  Minister  to  induce  the  Government  to  consider  the 
best  mode  of  collecting  and  publishing  complete  histories  and 
surveys  of  the  colonial  dependencies  of  Great  Britain.  The 
suggestion  was  referred  by  the  Colonial  Office  to  the  Royal 
Society,  and  is  still,  we  believe,  under  the  consideration  of  the 
savans  of  Burlington  House.  In  the  meanwhile,  Sir  Emerson 
Tennent  has,  by  the  labour  of  years,  anticipated  their  conclu- 
sions, and  given  the  country  an  admirable  example  of  the 
interest,  entertainment,  and  utility  which  attach  to  the  suc- 
cessful achievement  of  this  great  design. 
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Aet.  IV.  —  1.  History  of  Friedrich  11.  of  Prussia  —  called 
Frederic  the  Great  By  Thomas  Cablyle.  Vols.  I.  and 
11.     London,  1858. 

2.  CEuvres  de  Frederic  le  Grand,  24  toIb.  4to.  Imprimerie 
Eoyale  de  Bedin.     1846—1856. 

A  PUBLICATION  which  lays  claim  to  the  title  of  a  history  ought, 
in  our  opinion,  to  recommend  itself  to  the  reader  by  a  per- 
spicuous narrative,  a  vigorous  and  unaffected  style,  a  just  iqipe- 
ciation  of  truth  and  falsehood,  a  discriminating  insight  into 
character  and  the  motives  of  human  actions,  an  accurate  survey 
of  the  sequence  of  events,  and  a'consdentious  r^ard  for  those 
who  have  previously  laboured  in  the  same  vineyard.  If  it  be 
too  much  to  require  that  all  these  qualities  be  united  in  a  his- 
torian, it  is  at  least  to  be  expected  that  they  shall  not  all  be 
wanting.  But  this  is  a  test  to  which  it  is  impossible  to  subject 
Mr.  Carlyle's  last  production.  I^j  this  rule  his  ^  History  of 
^Frederic  II.'  would  deserve  to  be  remembered  chiefly  as  a 
conspicuous  example  of  all  that  a  history  ought  not  to  be.  In 
common  justice  to  Mr.  Carlyle  the  reader  must  at  once  consent 
to  view  every  object  through  a  transcendental  medium.  If  a 
single  beam  of  daylight  were  to  pieroe  the  murky  atmosphere 
of  this  necromantic  cave,  the  illusion  would  be  gone.  Mr.  Car- 
lyle treats  of  history  surrounded  by  l^ons  of  phantasms,  mud- 
gods,  Dead-Sea  and  demon-apes,  hobgoblins,  and  visionary  tor- 
mentors. He  ai^>ears  to  have  brought  himself  to  the  belief 
that  there  is  a  sort  of  reality  in  the  fanciful  and  uncouth  cre- 
ations with  which  he  has  peopled  some  of  the  most  imponng 
scenes  in  the  annals  of  mankind ;  but  it  needs  no-  very  dose 
inspection  to  discover  that  these  grotesque  beings,  and  these 
tremendous  coruscations  of  subterranean  fire,  are,  after  all,  no 
more  than  the  pasteboard  masks  and  the  Bengal  lights  of  a 
pantomime. 

Becognising,  as  we  willingly  do,  the  merits  of  some  of  Mr. 
Carlyle's  earlier  writings,  the  flashes  of  genius  with  which  he  has 
illuminated  some  important  passages  in  history,  the  pathos  and 
originality  of  many  of  his  biographical  and  critical  efforts,  the 
generous  audacity  of  his  early  career,  and  his  simple  and  grand 
utterance  of  much  that  was  good  and  much  that  was  noble,  we 
regret  that  he  should  have  indulged  his  foibles  and  fostered  his 
prejudices  to  such  a  degree,  that  we  have  little  to  praise  and 
much  to  condemn  in  the  volumes  before  us.     No  parallel  is  to 
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be  found  in  the  worst  epochs  of  the  world's  history  to  the  con- 
temptuous scorn  in  whidi  Mr.  Carlyle  affects  to  hold  his  own 
generation^  to  his  elaborate  ridicule  of  every  institution  and 
usage  of  this  and  the  last  century^  and  to  the  contumely  which 
lie  heaps  on  every  writer,  no  matter  whether  he  be  as  profound 
as  Leibnitz  or  as  subtle  as  Machiavelli.  In  the  obloquy  he 
80  unsparingly  throws  on  all  the  aspirations  of  the  age,  and 
on  all  who  aiare  the  hurry  and  press  of  actual  life,  we  recognise 
a  discontent  of  a  deeper  Stygian  hue  than  that  of  Byron,  with- 
out his  generosity  or  romance.  Yet,  to  quote  Mr.  Carlyle's 
€wn  words  in  the  work  before  us :  'Let  us  pity  a  man  of  genius, 
*  mounted  on  so  ungovernable  a  hobby,  leaping  the  barrier  in 
'  spite  of  his  best  intentions.  Perhaps  the  poetic  temperament 
'  is  more  liable  to  such  morbid  biases,  influxes  of  imaginative 
'  crotchet  and  mere  folly  that  cannot  be  cured.'  ( YoL  i.  p.  588.) 
As  for  this  age,  since  the  Latter  Day  pamphlets  have  failed 
to  frighten  it  out  of  its  love  for  steam  engines  and  constitutional 
government,  it  may  pass  fo(  incorrigible.  But  if  the  eighteenth 
century  deserves  one-thousandth  part  of  that  metaphorical  abuse* 
for  which  Mr.  Carlyle  ransacks  heaven  and  earth  and  the  re- 
gions imder  the  earth,  he  himself  is  one  of  the  greatest  culprits 
of  the  time,  for  he  has  striven,  more  than  any  other  living  writer, 
to  make  us  acquainted  with  its  history.  In  fact,  his  greenest  lite- 
rary laurels  have  grown  entirely  in  that,  field,  aiKi  he  really  shows 
ingratitude  of  no  ordinary  kind,  after  having  borrowed  by  fiur 
the  greater  portion  of  his  own  spiritual  culture  from  minds  like 
these  of  Schiller,  Goethe,  Herder,  Fichte,  Jean  Paul,  Lessing, 
Voltaire,  Diderot,  Mirabeau,  Bums,  and  Johnson,  to  denounce 
iheir  epoch  with  such  extravagant  incoherence.  When  Mr.  Car- 
lyle describes  the  eighteenth  century  as  barren  of  great  men,  we 
i^eadily  grant  it  to  be  barren  of  those  personages,  part  saint  or 
hypocrite,  part  buccaneer  or  savage,  who  are  the  objects  of  his 
admiration ;  bat  the  world  finds  no  difficulty  in  recognising  great 
men  in  the  century  which  included  within  its  Umits  Marl- 
borough, Louis  XIV.,  Charles  XIL,  Peter  the  Great,  Frederic 
the  Great,  Sir  Bobert  Walpole,  Lord  Chatham,  Adam  Smith, 
Montesquieu,  Voltaire,  Washington,  Napoleon,  Fox,  Pitt, 
Burke,  and  Wellington,  to  say  nothing  of  a  host  of  men  of 
science  and  letters,  and  many  soldiers  and  statesmen  who  would 
have  passed  as  great  m  another  age.  In  truth,  it  is  an  entire 
matter  of  idiosyncracy  of  opinion  and  sentiment  as  to  who  is  a 

Seat  man  and  who  is  not;  and  dispute  on  such  a  topic  is  puerile, 
r.  Carlyle  has  no  sympathy  with,  or  capacity  for  esteeming,  the 
great  men  admired  by  an  age  of  organisation  or  sobriety  of  thought 
and  conduct     His  wild  and  irregular  heroes  are  as  much  crea- 
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tures  of  the  irrecoverable  past,  as  the  savage  Vikings  whose 
sails  were  the  terror  of  the  coasts  of  Europe  from  the  Baltic  to 
the  Bosphorus.  Oliver  Cromwell,  William  the  Conqueror,  Mira- 
beau,  and  even  Mahomet  or  Attila,  are  admirable  in  their  historic 
position,  but  Mr.  Carlyle  himself  would  not  feel  more  helpless 
among  a  party  of  Scandinavian  marauders,  than  one  of  his  ful- 
minating sons  of  Thor  in  our  present  more  regulated  and  more 
civil  state  of  existence. 

A  more  constant  topic,  however,  than  the  ridicule  of  the  nine- 
teenth and  the  eighteenth  century,  is  the  complaint  of  Mr.  Car- 
lyle in  these  volumes  of  the  quantity  of  work  he  has  had  to  do 
to  write  them.  ^  Carlylius  in  tormentis  scripsit,'  should  be,  in 
imitation  of  the  epigraph  in  Frederic  William's  pictures,  that 
of  this  work.  The  Prussian  writers  have  evidently  gone  to 
work  with  malice  prepense  to  write  dull  books  for  the  torture  of 
Mr.  Carlyle.  No  abuse  is  suflSciently  virulent  for  these  honest 
labourers,  who  got  together  all  the  materials  of  which  Mr. 
Carlyle  has  often  made  an  insufficient  use.  Mr.  Carlyle  is  not 
the  first  writer  of  history,  nor  consequently  the  first  who  has 
undertaken  the  labour  of  research ;  there  are  eminent  writers 
still  in  existence  who  have  consecrated  as  much  research  to  one 
work  as  Mr.  Carlyle  has  given  to  the  whole  of  his  writings. 
The  late  Mr.  Prescott,  sufiering  under  an  unexampled  cala- 
mity, uttered  no  murmur  at  the  slow  toil  which  hard  necessity 
inflicted  upon  him;  nor  has  the  most  splendid  historical  genius 
the  world  has  yet  seen,  permitted  himself  to  use  such  contu- 
melious language  towards  the  darkest  chronicler  of  the  monkish 
ages  as  that  with  which  Mr.  Carlyle  belabours  the  Prussian  an- 
nalist. He  is  '  a  hapless  nigger  gone  masterless,'  *  a  dark- 
'  chaotic  dullard,'  whose  books  are  *  mere  blotches  of  printed 
'  stupor,' '  tumbled  mountains  of  marine  stores.'  The  term 
Dryasdust,  in  the  mouth  of  the  kindly-hearted  Ariosto  of  the 
North,  had  a  gentle  humour  about  it  appreciable  by  Dryasdust 
himself,  but  this  life-long  rencMrissement  on  the  witty  expression 
of  a  great  poet  and  romancer,  and  these  uncouth  contortions  of 
language,  have  become  more  intolerable  than  the  commonest 
jokes  of  Joe  Miller. 

But  it  is  by  no  means  true  that  the  Prussian  writers  and 
historians  are  not  deserving  of  praise ;  they  evince  a  sobriety  and 
a  respect  for  fact  in  which  Mr.  Carlyle  would  have  done  well  to 
have  followed  them.  Banke's  work  is  well  known.  Buchholz 
is  conscientious  if  somewhat  dull;  and  Voigt's  history  of 
Prussia  is  especially  worthy  of  commendation.  And  for  the 
life  of  Frederic  the  Great,  we  doubt  if  any  one  ever  had  ma- 
terials so  well  manipulated  and  so  well  prepared  to  his  hand ; 
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independently  of  the  memoirs  of  great  value,  and  of  the  highly 
meritorious  works  of  Preuss,  Banke,  Forster,  and  Vehse,  the 
works  of  Frederic  himself,  including  the  whole  of  his  corre- 
spondence, have  been  issued,  under  the  superintendence  of  Dr. 
Preuss,  from  the  Royal  Press  of  Berlin,  with  most  careful  anno- 
tation, and  with  a  splendour  almost  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of 
bibliography. 

One  would  imagine  that  Mr.  Carlyle  could  hardly  offend 
more  than  he  has  already  done  in  matters  of  taste  and 
style ;  but,  nevertheless,  he  has  now  outdone  his  former  self, 
and  though  these  volumes  contain  some  fine  passages,  yet  the 
nauseous  depths  to  which  he  drags  his  readers  for  metaphors 
are  sufficient  to  revolt  the  most  enthusiastic  of  his  admirers. 
The  Countess  of  Darlington  is  always  mentioned  as  a  *cata- 

*  ract  of  tallow  skinned  over.'  The  young  soul  of  Frederic 
is  described  during  some  youthful  aberrations,  *  as  a  rhinoceros 

*  wallowing  in  its  mud-bath,  with  nothing  but  its  snout  visible, 

*  and  a  dirty  gurgle  all  the  sound  it  m^es.'  Of  the  literary 
trick  of  turning  simple  expressions  into  Carlylian  jargon,  the 
following  instance  will  suflSce:  —  The  Princess  Wilhelmina 
says,  when  she  heard  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  written  that 
he  was  *  amoiureux  comme  un  fou,^ '  Je  n'en  fis  que  rire.'  Mr. 
Carlyle's  paraphrase  is,  '  she  answered  his  romances  and  him 

*  with  tiffs  of  laughter,  and  in  a  prettily  fleering  manner.'  The 
correspondence  of  Voltaire  and  Frederic  the  Great,  which  offers 
a  most  interesting  study  of  character,  and  which  certainly  de- 
serves a  more  serious  consideration  than  Mr.  Carlyle  has  given 
it,  is  condensed  down  to  the  comic  form : 

*0h  what  a  Crown  Prince,  ripening  forward  to  be  the  delight 
of  human  nature ,  and  realise  the  dream  of  sages ;  Philosophy  upon 
the  throne  on  the  one  side ;  on  the  other,  Oh  what  a  Phoebus  Apollo, 
mounting  the  eastern  sky,  chasing  the  nightmares,  sowing  the  earth 
with  orient  pearl  to  begin  with.' 

If  this  is  history  or  biography,  Mr.  Gilbert  A'Beckett's 
Comic  History  of  England  has  a  claim  to  the  serious  perusal  of 
every  historical  student 

Undoubtedly  the  evidence  by  which  the  existence  of  Prussia 
was  first  revealed  to  history  is  of  high  interest,  but  it  is  not 
beyond  question  that  Pytheas  ^  gazed  with  his  Greek  eyes,'  as  Mr. 
Carlyle  phrases  it,  at  all  on  the  north  border  of  the  Prussian 
dominions.  Humboldt  and  Heeren  are  of  opinion  that  Pytheas 
proceeded  no  further  than  the  mouths  of  the  Weser  and  the  Elbe ; 
but  we  really  feel  it  to  be  impossible  to  accompany  Mr.  Carlyle 
tiirough  the  prse-historic  ages  in  which  he  traces  through  378 
pages  the  outline  of  what  was  one  day  to  become  the  kingdom 
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of  Prussia.  Indeed,  this  part  of  Mr.  Carlyle*8  perfonnance  is  of 
the  most  disjointed  and  bewildering  character.  One  by  one  he 
calls  up  before  us  spectral' and  monstrous  figures,  sets  them  spas- 
modically in  action,  talks  in  a  Carlylian  strain  either  of  them,  at 
them,  or  for  them,  then  opens  the  trap-door,  lets  one  down 
and  sends  up  another.  Of  the  nobles,  of  the  clergy,  of  the 
towns,  of  the  changes  of  manners,  of  the  laws,  of  the  general 
progress  of  that  country  which  was  to  be  the  theatre  on  which 
nis  hero  was  to  play  his  part,  we  get  not  one  tittle  of  infor- 
mation. 

It  was  not  till  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century  that 
the  House  of  HohenzoUern  had  any  connexion  with  the 
March  of  Brandenburdb.  Three  races  of  princes  had  died  oat 
without  heirs ;  and  after  a  long  period  of  anarchy,  when  the 
country  was  desolated  by  the  oppression  and  rapine  of  the 
robber-barons,  the  Emperor  Sigismund,  distracted  with  the 
dissensions  of  the  Church  and  with  the  disorder  of  the  Empire, 
unable  in  any  way  to  maintain  hb  authority  in  the  IVfeurch,  made 
over  for  a  sum  of  250,000  gulden  the  electorate  of  Branden- 
burgh,  to  his  friend  and  relative  Frederic  Burgrave  of  Ntim- 
berg,  to  whom  the  March  was  already  pledged  fen:  150,000 
gulden,  and  to  whom  the  Emperor  lay  personally  under  great 
obligations. 

The  House  of  HohenzoUern  (*  Upper  ToUery,*  as  Mr.  Carlyle 
translates  it),  of  which  this  burgrave  of  Niirnbeig  was  a  de- 
scendant, had  its  original  castle^-seat  not  far  north  from  Constance, 
at  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Black  Forest,  near  the  springs 
of  the  Danube.  Some  few  years  previous  to  1170,  Conrad,  a 
cadet  of  this  house,  sought  his  fortunes  under  the  banner  of 
Frederic  Barbarosea;  his  service  prospered,  and  he  was  ap- 
pointed Burggraf  of  Niirnberg.  The  Burggraviate  became  in 
the  course  of  a  generation  or  two  hereditary  in  the  family, 
which,  by  dint  of  foresight,  energy,  and  good  fortune,  extended 
their  dominions  on  every  side  throughout  the  Franconian  circles. 

The  House  of  HohenzoUern  having  thus,  by  purchase  and  by 
investiture,  become  possessed  of  the  government  of  the  Imperial 
fief  of  the  Churmark  of  Brandenburg,  took  firm  root ;  and, 
much  as  the  descendants  of  Frederic  Burggraf  of  Niirnberg 
may  have  differed  in  other  respects,  there  is  one  quality  com- 
mon to  them  all, — an  indefatigable  talent  for  annexation  and 
a^randisement,  by  means  of  which  they  expanded  the  small 
and  subordinate  electorate  into  an  independent  kingdom,  com- 
prising territories  seven  times  larger  than  their  original 
possessions. 

We  are  disappointed  not  to  find  in  these  volumes  a  better 
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account  of  the  rapidity  with  which  the  Reformation  first  spread 
in  Brandenbuj^y  where  the  Catholic  faith  had  so  little  root, 
that   the    adhesion  of  a  whole   town  to  the  reformed  faith 
was  often  decided  by  the  first  sermon  of  a  reformed  preacher 
from  the  pulpit.     Considering  that  Brandenburg  is  the  second 
Protestant  Power  in  Europe,  and  that  Mr.  Carlyle  has  treated 
its   early  history  at  such  length,  it  seems  a  fatal  omission 
that  he  should  not  haire  illustrated  this  interesting  part  of  the 
history  of  the  electorate.     Mr.  Carlyle  likewise  passes  over  in 
ccmtemptuous  silence  the  Landtag,  or  estates  of  Brandenburg^ 
upon  which  institution  eiren  the  courtly  Banke  looked  ba^ 
with  a  respectful  admiration.     '  All  the  more  important  under- 
^  takings,'  says  Banke,  ^  of  the  HohenzoUems  were  effected 
^  only  with  the  agreement  and  assistance  of  the  estates.'    They 
sanctioned  the  taxes,  they  endorsed  the  foreign  policy,  they 
actively  promoted  internal  reforms.     The  assistance  they  ren- 
dered to  the  early  princes  of  the  house  is  freely  acknowledged 
by  Frederic  the  Great  in  his  '  Memoirs  of  the  House  of  Branr 
^denbui^.'    They  continued  to  be  called  tc^ether  with  con- 
siderable regularity  up  to  the  time  oS.  Frederic  William,  the 
Great  Elector,  when  the  npbles  in  1630,  on  account  of  a  dispute 
about  indirect  taxation^  left  the  Assembly,  and  it  was  never 
convened  again. 

Before  the  fortunes  of  Brandenburg  were  to  be  upraised  and 
firmly  established  by  the  Great  Elector,  the  electorate  was 
destined,  during  the  Thirty  Years'  war,  to  suffer  the  worst  cala- 
mities which  tibat  terrible  conflict  infiicted  on  every  part  of 
Germany.  The  pusillanimous  and  vacillating  policy  of  its 
ruler,  Gewrge  William,  laid  the  country  open  to  the  ravages 
of  the  ruthless  and  murderous  bands  of  Wallenstein,  as  well 
as  to  invasion  by  the  army  of  the  king  of  Sweden.  Amid  the 
desolation  of  his  country  the  elector  found  diversion  in  every 
sort  of  frivolous  and  besotted  enjoyment.  His  imbecility  of 
character  made  him  the  creature  of  Austria  and  the  object  of 
the  soom  of  Gustavus  Adolphus,  who,  on  one  occasion,  after 
having  extorted  some  of  his  finest  fortresses  in  an  interview, 
saluted  him  at  parting  with  shotted  guns,  by  way  of  showing 
his  contempt  for  the  prince  to  whose  irresolution  and  imbecility 
he  attributed  the  horrors  of  the  siege  of  Magdeburg. 

The  real  founder  of  the  Prussian  monarchy  was  Frederic^ 
William,  the  Great  Elector.  Never  did  a  prince  of  twenty 
undertake  the  duties  of  government  in  more  desperate  circum- 
stances than  those  in  which  he  found  his  hereditary  dominions 
at  the  death  of  his  father.  Famine,  war,  and  pestilence  had 
desolated  the  country ;  but  his  wisdom,  courage,  and  activity 
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rendered  him  the  saviour  of  a  country  exhausted,  defenceless, 
and  despised ;  and  Brandenburg,  when  it  came  to  his  succe^or, 
forty-eight  years  after  his  accession,  was  a  state  of  European 
importance  with  an  army  of  28,000  men. 

In  his  early  youth  he  had  been  sent,  through  fear  of  the 
plague  in  Brandenburg,  to  be  educated  in  Holland.  At  Ley- 
den  he  learnt  the  value  of  education  ;  at  the  Hague  he  gsdned 
an  insight  into  politics ;  and  in  the  busy  energy  and  free  atmo- 
sphere of  a  thriving  republic  he  acquired  an  admiration  for  the 
arts  of  peace,  in  which  his  achievements  were  as  great  and 
more  durable  than  in  the  arts  of  war;  and  he  always  looked 
affectionately  towards  the  residence  of  his  youth  as  to  another 
home,  and  declared  himself  on  their  side  at  the  most  desperate 
crisis  of  their  contest  with  Louis  XIV.  His  first  military 
success  was  at  Warsaw  against  the  Poles ;  in  conjunction  with 
Montecuculi,  he  commanded  the  Imperial  forces  against  the 
armies  of  Louis  XIV.  on  the  Rhine.  But  the  greatest  day  of 
his  life  was  the  victory  at  Pehrbellin.  Without  doubt,  said 
Frederic,  the  greatness  of  the  House  of  Brandenburg  dates  from 
Pehrbellin.  He  cleared  the  Swedes  out  of  Pomerania;  though  he 
was  compelled  by  Louis  XIV.  to  relinquish  his  conquest  at  the 
peace  of  Nimwegen.  Yet  although  he  received  the  rich  diocese 
and  district  of  Magdeburg  as  some  compensation,  and  although 
he  made  an  arrangement  with  Austria  about  the  famous  Sile- 
sian  claims,  never  admitted  by  the  Imperial  House,  and  although 
he  left  a  temtory  largely  increased,  these  antiquated  pretensions 
of  the  House  of  Hohenzollem  were  destined  to  be  the  cause 
of  frightful  calamities  to  the  whole  civilised  world.  The  internal 
policy  of  the  elector  was  equally  energetic  In  his  organisation 
of  industry  he  kboured  with  unwearied  benevolence ;  he  founded 
libraries,  encouraged  arts  and  sciences,  embellished  the  capital, 
colonised  lands,  drained  the  marshy  grounds,  0];>ened  c^mb, 
and  established  every  kind  of  industrial  fabric  in  Prussia.  He 
personally  superintended  the  most  minute  operations,  grafting 
trees  with  his  own  hands.  Yet  some  of  the  superstitions  of 
dark  times  lingered  in  his  mind ;  he  kept  a  professor  of  occult 
sciences,  and  spent  large  sums  in  endeavouring  to  make  gold. 
The  Edict  of  Nantes  recruited  the  industrial  strength  of  his 
country  by  20,000  intelligent  Frenchmen,  and  rewarded  his 
zeal  for  the  Protestant  cause.  To  the  same  measure  of  perse- 
cution he  was  indebted  for  Marshal  Schomberg,  a  name  not 
unknown  in  English  history. 

His  first  mamage  with  Louisa  of  Orange  was  a  most  hi^py 
one ;  he  relied  upon  her  judgment,  he  was  strengthened  by 
her  piety,  and  after  her  decease  was  observed  frequently  to  re- 
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gard  her  portrait  and  lament  her  loss.     *  At  the  moment  of  her 

*  death/  it  is  said, '  when  speech  had  fled,  he  felt  from  her  hand 

*  "which  lay  in  his,  three  slight  pressures.     *' Farewell"  thus 

*  mutely  spoken  in  that  manner,  not  easy  to  forget  in  this  world.' 
(VoL  i.  p.  359.) 

His  second  marriage  was  not  felidtons,  and  his  wife,  Dorothea 
of  Hanover,  was  suspected,  justly  or  unjustly,  of  an  attempt  to 
poison  his  son  Frederic,  who  succeeded  him,  and  was  the  first 
King  of  Prussia. 

This  prince  was  not  without  spirit  or  abilities,  and  showed 
some  talent  in  military  campaigning.  He  was  distinguished  by 
his  love  of  expense,  of  court  ceremoniak,  of  being  constantly 
surrounded  by  armies  of  court  o£Scials,  and  by  his  attainment 
of  the  reeal  dignity,  but  his  most  worthy  claim  to  our  consider- 
ation is  that  he  was  the  husband  of  a  charming  wife, —  Sophie 
Charlotte,  termed  by  Leibnitz  '  une  des  princesses  les  plus  ac- 

*  complies  de  la  terre : '  she  was  also  called  the  Republican  or 
Philosophic  Queen.  She  attracted  great  attention  in  early 
youth  at  the  court  of  Versailles.  The  '  Mercure  Gralant,'  at 
the  time  of  her  marriage,  was  enthusiastic  in  describing  the 
charms  of  her  person ;  the  brilliant  delicacy  of  her  complexion, 
her  prodigious  quantity  of  beautiful  black  hair,  her  large  blue 
soft  eyes,  and  her  fine  black  eyebrows,  *  as  delicately  traced  as 

*  though  done  vnth  a  compass,'  her  delicately  chiselled  nose,  her 
carnation  lips,  and  very  white  teeth.  She  spoke  perfectly  several 
languages,  played,  sung,  and  danced  to  perfection,  was  sprightly 
in  repartee,  playful  in  manner,  and  so  well  versed  and  quick- 
witted in  all  the  topics  of  debate  in  reli^on  and  philosophy 
that  she  was  sometimes  more  than  a  match  for  Leibnitz  himself, 
wanting  to  know,  he  said,  *  le  pourquoi  du  pourquoL'  She  was 
very  fond  of  the  society  of  men  of  intelligence,  and  especially 
of  that  of  Leibnitz,  of  whom  she  wrote  and  spoke  as  ^  le  grand 

*  Leibnitz,'  evidently  to  Mr.  Carlyle's  disgust,  for  he  spitefully 
calls  that  philosopher  a '  wiseacre.'  She  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
six  ;  on  her  deathbed  she  said  she  was  very  happy,  for  now  she 
was  going  to  satisfy  her  curiosity  about  a  great  many  things  on 
which  she  could  get  no  information  from  Leibnitz,  and  to  pro- 
cure for  the  king  the  spectacle  of  a  court  funeral,  at  which  he 
could  display  all  his  magnificence.  She  was  quietly  satirical  on 
the  king's  love  of  ceremony.  '  Leibnitz,'  she  wrote,  *  talked  to 
'  me  about  the  infinitely  little,  Mon  Dieu,  as  if  I  did  not  know 
'  enough  of  that; '  and  at  the  most  solemn  moment  of  her  joint 
coronation  with  the  king,  when  Frederic  wa^  absorbed  in  the 
august  nature  of  the  ceremony,  she  took,  to  Mr.  Carlyle's  in- 
tense delight,  a  delicate  pinch  of  snuff", — a  quiet  protest  on  her 
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part,  which  drew  down  a  fulminating  look  from  the  injured 
monarch. 

Frederic  William  succeeded  on  the  death  of  his  father  in 
1713.  Neither  in  mind  or  body  did  he  in  anything  resemble 
his  parents.  Mean,  avaricious,  illiterate,  brutal,  choleric,  and 
intemperate,  this  odious  monarch  formed  as  direct  a  contrast  to 
the  frail  form  and  refined  manners  of  his  father,  and  the  yiyacity, 
intelligence,  and  delicate  sensibility  of  hb  mother,  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  conceive.     Nevertheless  — 

<  Nature  well  known  no  prodigies  remain, 
^    Ck>mets  are  regular  and  Wharton  plain.' 

The  fact  is,  that  he  was  an  only  son  and  a  spoilt  child,  whose 
violent  and  contradictory  s{Hrit  had  never  been  placed  under 
the  slightest  control.  His  stature  was  short,  his  habit  of  body 
full  and  sanguineous,  his  form  ui^ainly,  and  his  temper  and 
spirit  of  opposition  ungovernable.  As  a  child  his  refractory 
spirit  displayed  itself  in  swallowing  buckles,  in  threatening  to 
jump  out  of  window,  and  in  stuffing  his  clothes  into  the  fire. 
No  attempt,  unfortunately,  was  made  to  check  his  wilful  pas- 
sions, and  the  consequence  was  he  grew  up  the  most  boorish 
sovereign  who  has  ever  sat  upon  a  throne.  He  refused  to  listen 
to  any  of  his  teachers,  and  to  learn  any  of  the  accomplishments 
fit  for  a  prince.  But  he  set  himself  to  work  with  all  his  might  to 
acquire  habits  odious  both  to  the  king  and  queen.  His  n^- 
gardly  nature  as  a  child  a£fected  his  mother  with  horror ;  and  in 
spite  of  all  opposition  from  his  father,  his  great  delight  was  to 
ape  the  barrack  coarseness  of  the  drill  corporal,  and  to  maltreat 
a  little  company  of  boy  soldiers  whom  he  got  together  on  the 
sly.  His  motber  died,  unfiurtanately,  while  he  was  still  young. 
It  was  determined  to  see  if  a  marriage  at  eighteen  would  have 
any  effect  in  humanising  the  young  monster. 

The  prospect  did  not  seem  to  be  a  happy  one  for  his  wife. 
Sophie  Charlotte  had  been  horrified  at  the  tales  brought  her  of 
his  savage  bearing  towards  the  other  sex.  Once  only  had  he 
been  a  Corydon,  and  that  to  Caroline  of  Anspach,  his  cousin, 
afterwards  Queen  of  England,  who  seems  to  have  laughed  at 
his  clumsy  attentions  as  she  would  at  the  gambols  of  a  young 
walrus.  However,  he  was  married  to  Sophie  Dorothea,  daughter 
of  George  I.,  one  year  older  than  himself;  a  lady  who  seems 
to  have  had  an  estimable  <diaracter,  and  to  have  borne  the 
inflictions  such  a  marriage  entailed  upon  her  with  ezemplair 
patience.  Frederio  William  claimed  great  virtue  to  himseu 
for  his  constancy  to  lus  wife ;  but,  to  say  the  truth,  the  only 
notice  we  have  of  an  attempted  infidelity  does  not  exhibit  him 
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as  a  fit  subject  for  the  tender  paselon.  Twenty-five  years  after 
marriage,  his  daughter  tells  us^  he  fell  in  love  with  Mademoiselle 
de  Pannewitz,  maid  of  honour  to  the  queen ;  and  finding  some 
difficulty  in  catching  *  le  style  amoureux,'  *  voulait  commencer 
'le  roman  par  la  fin;'  till  one  day  the  unhappy  lady^  ^fter  a 
year's  persecution^  put  an  end  to  his  coarse  importunities  by 
striking  him  with  clenched  fist  on  the  face,  so  that  the  blood 
gushed  from  his  nose  and  mouth. 

No  sooner  did  he  mount  the  throne  than  he  changed  the 
whole  system  of  government  and  administration.  Kammer- 
jnnker,  Kammerherm,  and  the  whole  legion  of  court  officials, 
were  sent  adrift.  Science,  letters,  and  refinement  were  treated 
with  undeviating  contempt;  a  new  order  of  precedence  was 
established,  in  which  the  humblest  and  stupidest  subaltern  was 
treated  with  more  favour  than  the  highest  merit  and  the  noblest 
intelligence.  To  turn  Prussia  into  one  huge  barrack  yard,  with 
a  large  army  and  a  full  treasury,  was  the  end  and  aim  of  the 
king's  life. 

His  system  of  administration  and  his  economical  ability  in 
managing  the  crown  lands  was,  if  we  except  the  capricious  ty- 
ranny which  he  showed  in  this  and  in  every  department, 
worthy  of  praise ;  but  Mr.  Carlyle  goes  into  rhapsodical  ecstacies 
of  admiration  (to  justify  which  he  has  recourse  to  the  lucu- 
brations of  Sauerteig),  to  the  efiect  that  the  worst  barbarities 
of  an  illiterate  drunken  tyrant  and  bufibon  were  amply  atoned 
for  by  being  a  good  bailiff  of  his  own  farms,  by  eating  baoon 
and  greens,  sitting  on  wooden  chairs,  and  using  soap  and  water 
with  unimpeachable  regularity. 

Frederic  William  at  his  death  left  a  force  of  89,000  soldiers 
in  such  discipline  as  liie  worM  had  never  seen  since  the  inven- 
tion of  fire-arms.  All  that  painful  precision  of  drill  and  stiff 
accoutrements  which  modern  armies  are  beginning  to  lay  aside, 
were  invented  in  the  Prussian  service.  T\i%  troops  were  kept 
at  drill  so  constantly  that  mutiny  and  desertion  were  only  pre- 
vented by  the  terrors  of  barbarous  punishment,  running  the 
Suntlet,  mutilations  of  ears  and  nose,  and  death.  From  the 
igth  of  the  ribbons  of  their  pi^-tails,  down  to  the  buttons 
of  their  giuters,  everything  was  the  subject  of  invariable  rule* 
The  king  himself,  scissors  in  hand,  would  sometimes  cut  an 
officer's  skirts  to  the  prescribed  limit  His  delight  in  ma- 
Boeuvrihg  was  extraordinary,  and  he  was  determined  his  whole 
fiunily  should  share  it.  The  queen  and  princesses  were  obliged 
to  pass  the  day  on  the  ground  in  the  blazing  sun,  fainting 
with  heat  and  exhausted,  in  order  that  he  might  have  the 
pleasure  of  their  looking  at  him  and  his  troops.     The  end  of 
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life  with  him  was  to  make  his  troops  march  with  one  step,  fire 
with  one  report,  blaze  away  in  battalions,  and  divisions,  and 
companies.  To  play  on  the  whole  mass,  says  a  witness,  like 
a  vast  piano,  and  then  in  the  evening  to  get  drunk  wiUi  his 
generals  on  floods  of  beer  or  Rhenish  wine. 

The  injustice,  suffering,  and  terror,  caused  by  keeping 
so  disproportionate  an  army,  and  by  the  inflexible  severity 
of  recruiting,  is  inconceivable.  His  press-gangs  hunted  down 
soldiers  for  him  in  every  part  of  Grermany,  and  got  him  into 
constant  disputes  with  lus  neighbours ;  but  in  his  own  country 
they  ranged  without  mercy.  Tribes  of  industrious  Prus- 
rian  subjects  fled  from  the  corporal's  stick  across  the  frontier, 
and  founded  towns  and  villages.  His  recruiting  rufiSans  sur- 
roimded  villages  when  at  prayer  in  the  church,  and  conflicts 
ensued  with  the  exasperated  peasantry.  On  one  occasion  they 
fell  upon  a  congregation  while  the  sacrament  was  being  admi- 
nistered, and  the  clergyman,  a  man  of  refinement  and  literary 
distinction,  died  of  horror  at  the  sacrilege.  Whole  schools  of 
boys  were  marked  off  for  the  king's  service  by  a  red  neckcloth, 
ana  the  head-money  paid  to  the  parents.  The  morale  of  such  an 
army  was  savage  in  the  extreme.  Notwithstanding  the  fright- 
ful punishments,  desertion  was  common,  and  then  the  whole 
country  were  obliged  to  join  in  the  pursuit.  Mutinies,  too,  were 
constantly  breaking  out.  Even  wlule  the  king  was  reviewing 
his  own  colossal  guards,  bullets  would  whistle  past  his  ears,  and 
stray  ramrods  be  shot  into  the  palace ;  and  once  a  conspiracy 
was  discovered  amongst  the  troops  to  bum  Potsdam,  and  desert 
during  the  fire. 

"We  know  not  how  much  credence  is  to  be  given  to  the  state- 
ment that,  when  his  will  was  o^ned,  it  was  found  that  he 
had  affected  his  notorious  mania,  and  his  love  for  huge  soldiers, 
in  order  to  divert  the  attention  of  Austria  from  the  real  in- 
crease of  his  army.*  But  it  seems  improbable  that  he  should 
have  carried  mere  dissimulation  to  so  extravagant  a  pitch  as-to 
have  his  3000  Potsdam  giants  painted  in  full  length,  and  the 
sergeant-major  carved  in  stone ;  and  that,  when  in  ill-health,  he 
should  order  200  of  them  upstairs  to  tramp  through  the  palace, 
and  enliven  his  hypochondriacal  fancies.  Wilhelmina  tells  us 
this  regiment  was  called  the  Canal  des  Graces,  since  the  surest 
way  of  propitiating  this  enlightened  monarch's  favour  was  by 
procuring  him,  by  fair  means  or  foul,  a  lanky  private  for 
the  Potsdam  guards.  A  regular  tariff  was  drawn  up, —  every 
inch   above   six  feet  was   worth   hundreds  of  thalers.      Ge- 

♦  Vehse,  Geschichte  des  Preussichen  Hofs,  ii.  286. 
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neral  Schmettau  received  5000  thalers^  and  an  appointment 
for  his  sister  to  a  religious  foundation^  for  one  recruit ;  and  the 
bill  for  the  Irish  recruit,  Kirkland,  of  7000  thalers,  is  yet 
in  existence.  An  Austrian  ambassador,  much  above  six  feet, 
was  kidnapped  by  mistake  by  the  Prussian  press-gangs ;  and  a 
tall  carpenter  was  inveiglea  into  making  a  box  big  enough 
to  hold  himself,  and  then  into  getting  inside  it,  being  shut  in 
and  carried  off:  when  the  box  was  again  opened  he  was 
found  dead. 

This  military  mania  stopped  short  at  the  manoeuvring.  Of 
actual  fighting  the  Kin^  saw  next  to  none.  He  was  pre- 
sent at  the  battle  of  Malplaquet ;  and  he  got  drunk  to  the 
memory  of  it  every  year  with  his  generals,  when,  the  ladies 
being  excluded,  the  king  danced  with  his  military  guests. 
He  used  his  army  but  once  in  his  life,  and  that  was,  strange  to 
say,  against  Charles  XIL,  the  wild  Viking  of  the  North,  from 
whom  he  had  wrung  that  most  important  strip  of  territory  so 
much  coveted  by  the  Great  Elector,  —  the  country  between  the 
Oder  and  the  Peene,  and  Pomeranian  Haff,  with  its  three 
outlets  into  the  Baltic. 

But  it  was  in  the  negotiations  in  which  Frederic  William 
mrticipated  that  Prussia  first  took  rank  as  an  European  Power. 
He  was  formally  recognised  as  such  by  the  treaty  of  Hanover,  in 
which  he  sided  with  France  and  England  to  restore  the  balance 
of  power,  endangered  by  the  unexpected  alliance  of  Austria  and 
Spain.  Austria,  however,  knew  too  well  the  capricious  temper 
of  Elizabeth  Farnese  of  Spain,  to  count  very  strongly  on  her 
friendship,  and  looked  with  anxiety  to  the  probability  of  being 
left  isolated  in  Europe.  She  accordingly  determined  to  detach 
Frederic  William  from  the  Anglo-French  alliance.  This  was 
not  very  difficult.  The  Prussian  monarch  prided  himself  on  his 
Germanism,  which  principally  displayed  itself  in  his  hatred 
of  the  most  civilised  nations  of  Europe.  Everything  French 
was  his  abhorrence ;  he  never  mentioned  the  name  of  a  French- 
man without  an  oath,  and,  as  he  boasted,  spat  whenever  he  saw 
one.  Next  to  the  French,  he  hated  the  English,  as  a  supercilious 
race,  ^ Hqffdrtige  Leute^^  and  their  land  as  a  *  Sunden-land^ 
Hand  of  sin).  He  suspected,  too,  that  the  two  courts  looked 
down  on  him  as  a  parvenu  monarch.  The  Court  of  Vienna 
despatched  Count  Seckendorf,  a  sly  and  adroit  diplomatist  and 
soldier,  to  Berlin.  Seckendorf  bought  over  Grumkow  —  a 
Prussian  general,  who,  though  a  sot,  hypocrite,  traitor,  and 
poltroon,  was  the  chosen  friend  of  the  king,  and  governed  the 
clownish  monarch  by  his  superior  finesse  and  understanding. 
Grrumkow  got  up  a  scene  to  introduce  Seckendorf,  as  though  by 
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accident,  to  the  king's  smoking-room ;  and  once  a  member  of 
that  tobacco-parliament,  the  two  rogues  together  governed  the 
king,  and  made  him  the  humble  servant  of  Austria  for  the  rest 
of  his  life. 

£y  knowing  when  to  be  silent  and  wh^i  to  speak ;  hj  coaxing, 
joking,  flattering  and  resisting,  by  humouring  every  weakness 
and  every  folly,  and  by  taking  advantage  of  that  pliancy  of 
humour  which  follows  a  burst  of  ungovernable  passion,  they 
made  the  monarch,  who  was  the  terror  of  his  subjects,  a  mere 
instrument  in  their  hands,  and  got  to  know  his  nature  so  well 
that  they  could  play  on  him  as  on  a  pipe.  But  more  especially 
they  ingratiated  themselves  with  him  by  giving  him  good 
dinners,  which,  of  course,  were  paid  for  by  Austria.  For, 
though  he  kept  such  a  table  himself  that  the  stomtfdis  of  his 
wife  and  children  loathed  the  food  he  gave  them,  yet  he  will- 
ingly dined  well  at  the  expense  of  other  people.  ^  S.  M.  dina 
'  hier,^  writes  Gnunkow,  '  chez  moi  comme  un  loup,  soupa  de 
'  m^e,  se  soula,  et  s'en  alia  k  minuit.' 

The  anecdotes  of  the  capricious  tyranny  of  this  king  are 
endless,  and  all  excite  one  emotion — disgust  Destitute  of  all 
the  ordinary  sympathies  of  human  nature,  to  inflict  pain 
seemed  the  chief  pleasure  of  his  existence.  His  bamboo  caae 
was  laid  on  everybody  within  his  reach.  People  fled  before 
him  in  the  streets,  and  bolted  their  doors^  One  day  a  person  in 
the  streets  ran  away,  and  he  sent  aft^  him:  tli^e  man  b^ng 
questioned  said  he  ran  away  for  fear:  'You  should  love^  love, 
'  love  me,  you  villain,  not  fear,'  said  the  king,  with  a  Uow  at 
every  word.  He  thrashed  the  judges  of  his  criminal  oowrt 
one  by  one  for  condemning  a  soldier  for  burglary,  and  knocked 
some  of  their  teeth  out ;  he  struck  an  officer  in  the  face,  who 
drew  a  pistol  and  blew  his  brains  out  before  him.  When  sick, 
he  lamented  his  incapacity  to  thrash  everybody  he  had  a  fancy 
for  thrashing,  and  the  bulletins  of  his  convalescence  contained 
the  passage: — 'His  majesty  is  better,  and  has  thrashed  a  page 
'  to-day.'  He  had  a  passion  for  building,  and  sentenced  mea  to 
build  fine  houses  whether  they  could  afford  it  or  no,  and  many 
bankruptcies  were  the  consequence.  Academies  and  professors 
were  treated  with  insult.  He  made  one  of  his  court  fools  argue 
before  the  University  of  Frankfurt,  on  the  theme  '  Learned 
'  men  are  charlatans  and  blockheads.'  Leibnitz,  the  friend  of 
his  mother,  he  said  'was  a  fool  of  a  fellow,  not  fit  for  a  sentineL' 
To  the  Academy  of  Sciences  he  gave  for  discussion  '  the  reajson 
'why  champagne  effervesces,'  which  discussion  they  wittily 
avoided  by  asking  for  fifty  bottles  for  the  necessary  experiments. 
And  he  kept  a  learned  weak  man,  Guiidling,at  hb  court  as  a  fodi. 
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tortured  and  nearly  killed  him  with  barbarous  practical  jokes,  and 
buried  him  in  a  wine  cask  in  spite  of  the  protestations  of  the 
clergy.  Wolf,  the  philosopher,  was  forbidden  to  remain  in  the 
country  on  pain  of  the  halter,  because  he  had  been  told  his 
philosophy  on  the  doctrine  of  Necessity  would  lead  his  grena- 
diers to  mutiny.     Manteufel,  a  friend  of  "WolPs,  wrote,  *  Tout 

*  sujet  en  ce  pays-ci,  de  quelque  condition  qu'il  soit,  est  regard^ 

*  comme  un  esdave  n^.'     Even  the  privileged  Grumkow  wrote, 

*  Le  bon  Dieu  me  fera  voir  une  porte  pour  sortir  de  cette 
^maudite  galore!' 

Such  beyond  question  was  King  Frederic  William ;  yet  Mr. 
Carlyle  does  not  scruple  to  take  him  under  his  peculiar  protec- 
tion, and  in  describing  this  truculent  and  besotted  monstrosity 
of  kingship  gives  utterance  to  such  nonsense  as  this : — 

^  A  wild  man,  wholly  in  earnest ;  veritable  as  the  old  rocks,  and 
with  a  terrible  volcanic  fire  in  him,  too.  There  is  a  divine  idea  of 
fact  put  into  him,  the  genus  sham  never  hatefuUer  to  any  man.  .  .  . 
...  A  just  man,  too,  would  not  wrong  any  man  ...  a  just  man,  I 
say,  and  a  valiant  and  veracious.  .  .  .  He  was  a  very  arbitrary  king. 
But  then  a  good  deal  of  his  arbitrium,  or  sovereign  will,  was  that  of 
the  Eternal  Heavens  as  well,  and  did  ezeeedingly  behove  to  be  done 
if  the  earth  woakl  prosper.  ....  I  find,  except  Samnd  Johnson,  no 
man  of  equal  veracity  with  Frederic  William  in  that  epoch.  .... 
FuU  of  sensitiveness,  rough  as  he  was,  and  shaggy  of  skin.  ....  I 
confess  his  value  to  me,  in  these  sad  times,  is  rare  and  great' 

Frederic  the  Ghreat  was  bom  on  Sunday,  January  24.  1712, 
about  mid-day,  in  the  reign  of  his  grandfather  Frederic  L  The 
durifltening,  a  week  afterwards,  took  place  with  great  splendour, 
the  Czar  of  Bussia,  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  George  L, 
Elector  of  Hanover,  were  among  the  godfathers  by  proxy. 
Fredmc,  as  a  child,  was  very  beautiitil ;  his  large  blue  beaming 
eyes  were  already  remarkable ;  those  eyes  which  possessed  such' 
fascination  in  after  times,  and,  as  Mirabeau  said,  *  portaient 
'au  gr6  de  son  &me  h^roique  la  seduction  ou  la  terreur.'  There 
exists  a  very  graceful  picture,  by  Pesne,  of  the  little  prince  at 
three  years  of  age,  beating  a  little  drum  and  looking  up  with 
bright  vivacity  at  his  sister  Wilhelmina,  about  three  years  older, 
who,  with  her  hair  stiffly  dressed  and  powdered,  looks  demurely 
out  of  the  picture  on  the  spectator,  while  a  n^ro  page  in  the 
background,  with  a  sentinel  in  the  distance,  gives  the  character 
of  the  place  and  epoch.  Madame  de  Bouooulles,  a  French  Pro- 
testant refugee,  the  instructress  of  Frederic's  father,  was  also 
his  own  tmtil  the  age  of  six,  when  Duhan  de  Jandan,  a  young, 
mgenious,  and  kind-hearted  French  Protestant,  was  appointed 
his  preceptor.      With  Duhan  were  appointed    two    military 
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governors,  and  soon  a  company  of  little  boys  was  formed  as 
an  infant  regiment  for  Frederic  to  take  the  command  of: — 
'  Dites  que  mon  berceau  fut  environn^  d'armes. 
Que  je  fus  ^lev^  dans  le  sein  des  alarmes, 
Dans  le  milieu  des  camps  sans  faste  et  sans  grandeur, 
Par  un  pfere  s^vfere  et  rigide  censeur.' 

{(EuvreSy  torn.  x.  p.  221.) 

The  father  had  set  his  heart  upon  making  him  an  illiterate 
and  drunken  drill  sergeant  like  himself,  but  the  son  was  un- 
fortunately intelligent,  sprightly,  and  affectionate ;  and  inspired 
by  Duhan  with  a  love  of  literature  and  making  verses  which 
was  the  cause  of  much  calamity,  he  also  had  a  passionate 
fondness  for  music,  and  became  an  exquisite  performer  on  the 
flute,  on  which  he  played  an  hour  or  two  every  day  till  the 
end  of  his  life ;  he  also  had  a  dash  of  coquetry  about  him,  and 
was  proud  of  his  clustering  hair  and  of  his  small  feet;  bat 
beneath  all  this,  acute  observers  remarked  extraordinary  in- 
telligence and  generosity  of  nature.  The  favourite  expresaon 
of  Madame  de  KoucouUes  was,  *c'est  un  esprit  ang^lique.* 
Herr  Yon  Loen  writes,  'he  is  a  most  alert  and  vivacious 
'  prince ;  he  has  fine  sprightly  manners,  and  shows  a  certain 
'kindly  sociality,  and  so  affectionate  a  disposition  that  all 
*  thmgs  may  be  expected  of  him.' 

But  the  accomplishments  and  vivacity  of  the  young  prince 
were  viewed  by  his  father  with  detestation;  that  gooil  could 
come  of  anything  so  different  from  his  own  grovelling  and 
boorish  habits  was  not  to  be  imagined  by  the  paternal  Bruin. 
Then  began  a  tragic  struggle  between  the  irrepressible  sparkling 
nature  of  the  young  boy  and  the  iron  will  of  his  savage  parent, 
in  which  the  whole  moral  nature  of  the  young  prince  was  so 
distorted  that  up  to  the  last  hour  of  his  life  those  about  him  had 
reason  to  regret  the  barbarities  to  which  he  was  subjected  by  Fre- 
deric William.  The  king  drew  up  with  his  own  hand  two  pe- 
dantic, narrow-minded,  and  despotic  schemes  of  education.  It 
is  well  known  that  he  interdicted  the  teaching  of  andent  history, 
and  also  of  Latin,  and  forbade  any  one  to  mention  it  to  him ;  at 
the  same  time  he  showed  a  laudable  anxiety  to  instil  sound 
Protestant  views  into  his  son,  and  also  tlmt  his  manners 
should  be  affable  and  familiar.  Under  the  severe  discipline 
to  which  the  unfortunate  prince  was  thus  subjected,  his  youth 
was  rapidly  consumed,  and  he  began,  as  Seckendorf  wrote, 
at  fourteen  to  look  prematurely  stiff  and  old.  But  as  he  grew 
older  it  became  more  and  more  diflScult  to  follow  his  famer's 
prescribed  rules  of  conduct;  although  drenched  with  beer 
soup  as  a  child,  he  disliked  intoxication ;  the  drilling  and  re- 
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yiewing  became  more  and  more  hateful;  the  stiffs  military 
uniform  in  which  it  was  not  possible  to  move  with  activity  or 
to  sit  still  in  ease^  was  especially  irksome,  he  called  it  his  sterbe- 
Jdttely  or  grave  suit,  and  seizea  every  opportunity  of  throwing 
it  off*  Every  little  aberration  from  the  paternal  standard  was 
assiduously  brought  with  additions  to  Frederic  William's  ears, 
who  began  to  hate  his  son  with  all  his  soul,  to  call  him  '  Quer- 
*  pfeifer  und  Poet,'  *  fife-player  and  poet,'  *  Effeminirten  Kerl,' 
'effeminate  fellow,'  and  to  curse,  kick,  and  beat  him  with- 
out mercy. 

The  troubles  which  ensued  in  the  family  of  Frederic  William 
were  well  known  to  the  world,  and  excited  attention  in  every 
court  in  Europe ;  but  the  smallest  journalist  of  that  time  felt 
more  compassion  for  the  victims  of  Frederic  William  than  is 
shown  by  Mr.  Carlyle.  The  intolerable  and  daily  tortures  of 
a  whole  family  are  treated  with  mockery  and  scorn,  and 
Mr.  Carlyle  clumsily  gambols  and  gives  out  horse-laughs  amid 
the  despair  and  tears  of  women  and  children,  sneers  at  the 
bruises  of  a  young  princess  half  beaten  to  death,  utters  so- 
phistical and  solemn  nonsense  about  the  '  doings  of  the  gods ' 
to  justify  the  murder  of  a  young  companion  of  th^  prince; 
and  suppresses  in  many  cases  the  most  revolting  incidents 
of  the  conduct  of  the  ting,  and,  in  fine,  outrages  all  notions 
of  decency,  manliness,  and  humanity.  The  last  hero  of  Mr. 
Carlyle  was  Francia,  the  Dictator  of  Paraguay  —  now  we 
have  Frederic  William.  Mr.  Carlyle  has,  after  his  fashion, 
conceived  a  character ;  but  his  creation  is  just  such  a  Prince 
Furioso  as  delights  schoolboys  and  apprentices  with  extra- 
vagant antics  and  paroxysms  of  humorous  rage  in  some 
Christmas  extravaganza.  The  sight  on  the  stage  of  such  a 
grotesque  character  chopping  people's  heads  off,  throwing  the 
crockery  about,  and  beating  men,  women,  and  children  is  not 
revolting,  because  we  know  that  no  blood  is  spilt  or  hearts 
broken,  or  whatever  damage  is  done  is  paid  for.  But  it  is 
revolting  to  see  such  a  character  paraded  about  in  history,  and 
described  only  from  a  humorous  point  of  view,  when  he  is 
dealing  with  real  axes  which  do  shed  blood,  and  subjecting  the 
helpless  women  and  children  of  his  family  to  most  inhuman 
treatment. 

We  do  not  deny  that  Mr.  Carlyle  has  shown  considerable 
talent  in  constructing  such  a  lay  figure  bearing  some  resem- 
blance to  these  intolerant  and  intolerable  heroes,  whom  he  is 
fi)r  ever  preaching  up  to  the  world,  and  having  a  ghastly  sort 
of  similitude  to  life  when  he  has  got  hold  of  the  strings  to 
give  it  spasmodic  action.     But  having  once  fashioned  this 
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grotesque  monster  in  his  brain,  he  becomes  seized  with  the 
most  vehement  and  even  jealous  affection  for  his  ereation,  and 
whatever  brutal  or  unmanly  excesses  are  committed,  tiiere  is 
Mr.  Carlyle  in  the  stage-box,  as  it  were,  thrusting  his  tongue 
in  his  cheek,  shaking  his  sides  in  suppressed  laughter,  and 
occasionally  breakii^  into  rapturous  applause.  Mrs.  Hardeastle 
was  not  more  in  love  with  the  follies  of  her  clownish  son  than 
Mr.  Carljle  with  the  disgusting  and  criminal  extravagances 
of  this  Royal  Tony  Lumpkin  of  his  ioiagination.  But  Mr. 
Carlyle,  although  he  has  outvied  the  most  adulatory  historio^ra- 
phers  of  the  court  of  Prussia  in  the  exculpation  of  Frederic 
William,  feels  that  some  blame  must  be  thrown  somewhere, 
and  therefore  he  endeavours  to  turn  aside  upon  Gmimkow  and 
Seckendorf,  and  upon  the  double  marriage  project  with  Eng- 
land, the  indignation  which  the  redtal  of  su(di  scenes  muet 
necessarily  cause.  Gromkow  and  Seckendorf  were  the  Black 
Artists,  ihe  ^  Meerkatzen,'  the  Demon  apes,  who  foreed  the 
poor  Royal  Bear  to  beat  and  starve  his  daughters,  ill-treat  his 
wife,  and  try  to  strangle  his  son.  Ghrumkow  and  Seckendorf 
were  the  real  culprits.  The  poor  king  was  merely  poeseaeed  by 
these  magicians,  and  was  conscious  to  hiaiself  of  the  best  in- 
tentions all  the  while,  and  of  no  wish  but  to  act  in  conformity 
with  the  laws  of  the  universe. 

Now,  if  there  is  anything  which  can  increase  our  eoatempi 
for  the  character  of  Frederic  William,  it  is  that  be  who  was 
insensible  to  the  persuasions  of  high  principle,  reason,  aflfection, 
intelligence,  and  every  refined  influence,  should,  neverthe- 
less, be  played  with  like  a  puppet  by  two  such  barefaced  in- 
triguers as  Grumkow  and  Seck^adorf,  men  who  spoke  con- 
temptuously of  him  in  their  correspondence  as  ^  Le  Gros,'  'the 
'fat  fellow,'  and  looked  upon  him  as  a  penrerse  irrational 
animal,  who  might,  by  due  management,  be  driven  like  an  ox 
to  the  shambles.  Everybody  about  the  court  of  Berlin  knew 
very  well  the  characters  of  Grumkow  and  Seckendorf —  that 
they  were  venal,  treacherous,  and  deceitftd,  and  that  Grum- 
kow, especially,  was  a  greedy  hypocritical  libertine ;  and  yet,  in 
n>ite  of  every  warning,  these  were  the  men  Frederic  William 
diose  for  his  boon  companions  and  best  friends.  Ilgen,  the 
best  foreign  minister  Prussia  then  possessed,  an  astute  and  aUe 
difJomatist,  and  entirely  in  favour  of  the  En^ish  alliance, 
endeavoured  to  counteract  their  influence  in  vain ;  nor  did  the 
attempts  of  the  que^Di  or  the  English  ambassador  meet  with  more 
fiivour.  It  is  said  that  the  king  actually  raised  his  foot  to  kiok 
the  English  ambassador  when  he  had  the  proofs  of  Grumkow's 
treachery  in  his  hand,  and  wished  His  Majesty  to  see  them.     The 
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spirit  of  (^>po6ition  and  passicHiate  contradiction  early  mani- 
fested, was  80  strong  in  Iiim  till  his  dying  day  that  he  was  deaf 
to  all  entreaty  and  all  remonstrance,  and  not  amenable  to  any 
influence  but  that  of  these  two  fawning  and  shameless  parasites, 
who  despised  him  while  they  gave  in  to  his  huoMurs,  watched 
for  his  weaknesses,  devoured  his  bounty,  and  betrayed  his 
ooontry. 

The  same  entire  want  of  judgm^it,  honesty,  and  good  faith 
characterised  all  his  negotiations  with  England  about  the  marriage 
of  the  Crown  Prince  to  the  Princess  Amelia.  But  a  retribution 
was  reserred  for  him:  he  fiuicied  that  be  was  deserving  merito- 
rionsly  of  Austria  by  the  refusal ;  when  no  sooner  had  he  pledged 
himself  to  marry  his  son  to  the  Princess  of  Bevem,  reconmiended 
by  the  Imperial  Cabinet,  than  Austria  changed  her  policy  to- 
wards Ei^land,  and  advocated  the  English  marriage.  Then,  in- 
deed, the  king  seems  to  have  been  struck  with  d^idly  agony  of 
remorse  at  the  reflection  that  he  had  nearly  killed  his  son,  sacri- 
ficed the  peace  and  future  of  his  whole  family,  and  broken  his 
word,  in  a  fruitless  desire  to  ingratiate  himself  with  a  foreign 
Power.  He  had  {Jayed  the  tyrant,  the  valet  and  the  dupe, 
be^i  a  bad  husband  and  a  bad  father,  all  to  find  himself  an 
object  of  contempt  to  the  Power,  to  gain  whose  favour  he  had 
degraded  his  own  dignity  and  that  of  his  country.  ^  There 
'stands  one  that  will  avenge  me,'  said  he,  in  after  times, 
pointing  to  the  young  prince;  and  writhing  under  the  remem- 
brance of  the  humiluitions  he  had  both  si&ered  and  inflicted, 
he  looked  for  an  avenger  in  the  son  he  had  so  brutally  and 
cruelly  outraged. 

Mr.  Carlyle  endeavours  to  bring  in  the  testinaony  of  Us  son 
in  after  times,  as  favourable  evidence  for  Frederic  William. 
But  it  is  strange  that  Mr.  Carlyle  does  not  appreciate  the  filial 
feeling  and  delicacy  with  which  Frederic  simply  hints  at  the 
domestic  troubles  of  his  father,  and  insinuates  the  fault  may 
have  been  with  the  children. 

That  king  who  never  after  his  accession  molested  the  ^lemies 
of  his  youth,  and  used  to  point  with  a  smile  to  men  living  in 
security,  by  whom  he  had  been  condemned  to  death,  was  not 
the  man  to  heap  contumdy  on  the  memory  of  his  father;  nor 
as  a  son,  we  should  imagine,  was  be  singular  in  a  wish  to  save 
his  father's  reputation  at  tbe  expense  of  his  own.  As  counter 
evidence  there  exist  the  letters  of  Frederic,  written  at  the  time, 
and  his  attempted  flight  from  intderaUe  persecution  —  the 
menuHTs  of  his  sister,  and  the  evidence  of  many  witnesses. 
*My  youth,'  wrote  Frederic  to  the  Marquis  d'Argens,  many 
years  afterwards,  '  was  sacrificed  to  my  &ther.' 
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Mr.  Carlyle  has  unfortunately  beciome  so  enamoured  of  die 
unseemly  countenance  of  Frederic  William^  that  he  has  very 
much  neglected  the  other  members  of  the  family ;  the  portraits 
of  the  Crown  Prince,  of  the  Princess  Boyal,  and  of  the  Queen, 
are  veiy  insufficiently  given ;  and  the  development  of  the  youth 
Frederic,  which  is  the  topic  of  these  two  large  volumes  of  1,300 
pages,  is  really  not  delineated  with  that  unity  and  fulnesg 
which  the  subject  requires.  He  has  also  missed  much  of  the 
tender  and  pathetic  in  the  relation  which  subsisted  between 
the  different  members  of  the  family,  and  especially  between 
Frederic  and  his  sister  Wilhelmina.  Out  of  Frederic  Wil- 
liam's ten  children,  these  two,  from  their  superior  devemess 
and  vivacity,  appear  to  have  attracted  his  hatred  in  an  es- 
pecial degree.  Amid  the  turmoil  and  terrors  of  the  palace 
life,  the  affection  of  the  brother  and  sister  was  their  only 
consolation.  They  were  somewhat  similar  in  temperament, 
both  sprightly,  both  witty,  both  fond  of  literature  and  music, 
and  both  sarcastic.  From  the  Roman  Comique  of  Scarron 
they  gave  nick-names  to  the  habituis  of  the  Court,  and  they 
spoke  and  wrote  irreverently  of  papa,  as  Ragotin  (stumpy).  They 
exchanged  stolen  visits>  read  together,  composed  together,  and 
had  private  concerts  of  music  together ;  Frederick  played  on  his 
flute,  and  Wilhelmina  on  her  lute,  which  instruments  they 
christened  principe  and  principessa  respectively,  Frederic  de- 
claring that  it  was  his  destiny  never  to  be  enamoured  of  any 
other  principessa ;  and  on  one  occasion  when  Wilhelmina  was 
ill  of  an  infectious  malady,  Frederic  was  the  only  one  of  the 
family  who  visited  her. 

There  is  a  scene  not  mentioned  by  Mr.  Carlyle,  which  is  to 
us  a  very  touching  one,  and  highly  illustrative  of  Frederic's 
affectionate  character  as  a  boy,  before  his  feelings  had 
been  entirely  blunted  by  ill-usage.  After  a  long  course  of 
ill-treatment,  he  sat  one  day  at  the  table  of  his  father,  when 
the  queen  and  several  visitors  were  present ;  a  huge  silver  tan- 
kard of  wine  kept  circling  round.  Emboldened  by  the  wine, 
he  uttered  aloud  frequent  complaints  of  his  intolerable  position; 
and  then,  affection  getting  the  mastery  over  his  fears,  he  went 
and  kissed  the  king's  hand,  and  threw  himself  sobbing  on  his 
neck.  The  king  was  touched,  and  for  a  few  days  spared  Frede- 
ric the  usual  cu^  and  kicks.  But  he  soon  commenced  again, 
declaring  that  he  saw  the  bad  spirits  in  his  son's  heart  in  thirty 
places.  He  not  only  hated  Frederic  for  what  he  called  effe- 
minate practices,  love  of  reading,  music,  and  polite  amusements, 
dislike  of  tobacco-smoke,  and  refusing  to  get  drunk,  but  the 
crazy  monarch  began  to  be  jealous  of  him  as  the  *  rising  sun.* 
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The  scenes  in  the  household  became  worse  and  worse,  until 
Frederic  William  had  a  fit  of  gout  and  hypochondria,  brought 
on,  not  as  Mr.  Carlyle  would  have  us  believe,  by  excess  of 
hunting  and  killing  3602  head  of  wild  swine,  but  as  his 
daughter  informs  us,  by  an  habitual  excess  of  drinking.  And 
then,  from  that  time  until  the  catastrophe  which  nearly  termi- 
nated the  prince's  life,  the  king's  conduct  was  that  of  a  mad- 
man and  a  savage.  In  a  celebrated  article  which  formerly 
appeared  in  the  pages  of  this  Review,  it  was  said  that  ^  the  palace 
'  at  Berlin  was  hell,  and  the  king  the  most  execrable  of  fiends, 
'  a  man  between  Moloch  and  Puck ;'  and  if  the  king  appears 
otherwise  in  Mr.  Carlyle's  book,  it  is  because  Mr.  Carlyle  has 
perverted  the  evidence  or  given  mutilated  extracts.* 

We  prefer  to  pass  over  the  disgusting  details  of  his  incredible 
barbarity  and  brutality,  which  are  easily  accessible,  and  which 
no  one  before  Mr.  Carlyle  ever  disputed.  But  we  cannot  con- 
ceive on  what  principle  these  facts,  painful  as  they  are,  do  not 
occupy  a  more  prominent  position  in  a  work  purporting  to  be 
a  history  of  the  youth  of  Frederic  the  Great. 

To  take  one  single  example  of  these  strange  omissions.  Of 
the  days  of  agony  and  suspense  in  which  the  mother  and  sister 
of  Frederic  were  left  till  they  knew  the  result  of  the  court- 
martial  on  the  prince  and  his  companion  Katte,  we  find  no 
account  in  these  volumes.  The  king  ordered  the  form  of  a 
trial  to  be  gone  through  on  the  prince  and  on  Katte ;  but  it 
was  a  mere  form — he  substituted  his  own  judgment  in  both  cases 
for  that  of  the  court-martial.  Katte  was  sentenced  by  the  court 
to  be  imprisoned  for  life;  the  king  ordered  him  to  be  executed 
in  the  presence  of  the  Crown  Prince,  intriguing  with  the  *  rising 
^sun'  being  expressly  inserted  in  the  judgment  as  the  main 
crime.  Now  as  far  as  the  cruelty  of  the  king  is  concerned,  it 
can  be  no  extenuation  to  make  out  that  Katte  was  not  executed 
in  the  presence  of  the  prince — he  ordered  him  to  be  so ;  the 
barbarity  is  morally  the  same;  but  stiU  weak  human  nature 
draws  a  distinction  between  intention  and  execution,  and  does 
not  regard  with  quite  the  same  horror  the  man  who  attempts  an 
assassination  as  the  man  who  succeeds,  although  the  failure  may 
be  a  matter  of  chance.  The  judgment  always,  in  such  cases, 
endeavours  to  insert  a  Iocils  poenitenti(B  for  the  transgressor, 
although  it  may  have  no  foundation  in  fact     And  of  this  feeling 

*  We  are  aware  that  some  subtraction  is  to  be  made  from  the 
Memoirs  of  the  Margravine  of  Baireuth,  but  we  do  not  find,  when 
we  compare  her  statements  with  contemporary  evidence,  that  she  has 
blackened  her  father's  character  unnecessarily. 
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Mr.  Carlyle  takes  advantage  in  following  Preuss  and  assertiiig 
that  Frederic  did  not  see  iJbe  execution  of  his  firiend.  Kanke, 
who  has  written  since  Prenss,  has  examined  the  authorities,  and 
says,  ^It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  place  of  execution  was 
'  immediately  under  the  windows  of  liie  prince,  near  the  guard- 
*  house  above  the  Millgate  (in  the  fortress  of  Ciistrin).'*  Katte 
was  brought  from  Berlin  after  the  sentence,  expressly  to  have 
his  head  cut  off  at  Ciistrin,  immediately  on  his  arrival,  under  the 
prince's  eyes.  The  journey  was  for  no  other  purpose.  He  tra- 
velled all  night,  the  distance  being  about  sixty  miles,  with  the 
chaplain  in  the  carriage,  and  an  escort  of  dragoons,  and  was  brought 
into  the  fortress  in  the  grey  of  a  November  morning.  The  prince 
was  made  to  appear  at  his  window — the  place  of  execution  was 
immediately  under  it ;  and  there  Katte  stood  with  a  circle  of 
officials  around  him,  stripping  for  death.  Frederic  offered  his  life, 
his  liberty,  his  right  to  ^  crown,  anything  if  they  would  ooly 
stay  the  execution,  and  let  him  send  to  the  king.  'Mon  cher 
^EjEitte,'  cried  he,  ^je  vous  demande  mille  pardons.'  Katie  an- 
swered, ^Monseigneur,  vous  n'avez  rien  &  me  demander.'  Slatte 
took  off  his  neckdoth,  and  turning  his  eyes  to  the  prince,  stood 
ready  to  die.  At  this  sight  Frederic  fainted.  When  he  reco- 
vered, all  was  over,  and  the  head  and  trunk  of  Katte  lay  placed 
together  on  the  ground.  Frederic  would  not  quit  the  window 
till  the  body  was  put  in  a  coffin  and  taken  away  about  two  or 
three  in  the  afternoon,  and  even  then  sat  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the 
spot  till  it  was  dark :  in  the  night  he  was  heard  to  rave  in  hk 
sleep.  Surely  that  winter  day's  agony  was  an  invention  worthy 
of  Carrier  of  Nantes,  or  Fouquier  Tinville.  Wilhelmina,  who 
must  have  heard  every  circumstance  of  the  tragic  event,  corro- 
borates Kanke's  account  in  every  important  particuhur;  but 
Mr.  Carlyle,  leaving  Frederic  out  of  the  fatal  scene,  suggests 
that  such  doings  are  not  more  cruel  than  those  of  the  gods,  but 
does  not  say  what  god  Frederic  William  most  resembled,  whe- 
ther it  is  with  Saturn  or  Belial  that  he  makes  this  odious 
comparison.  A  complete  change  came  over  Frederic's  moral 
nature  from  that  day.  Frank,  confiding,  affectionate,  and  tender- 
hearted, wrong,  suffering,  and  helplessness  now  hardened  his 
heart,  steeled  his  sympathies,  and  perverted  his  moral  feelings. 
In  a  convict's  dress,  within  the  four  bare  walls  of  a  prison,  whh 
death  in  prospect,  the  fate  of  Katte  taught  him  that  he  was 
alone  in  the  world — that  no  human  aid  coiild  aviul  him  in  the 
face  of  brutal  and  irresistible  power.     If  he  had  news  from 

*  See  the  report  of  the  commandant  of  Ctistrln,  General  Lepel, 
quoted  by  Ranke. 
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without,  it  was  that  every  creature  who  had  either  shown  him 
favour  or  affection  was  undergoing  martyrdom  for  his  sake. 

Frederic  WiUiam  appears  now  to  have  been  quite  mad. 
He  was  drunk  horn  month's  end  to  month's  end.  To  the 
Dutch  ambassador,  when  ordered  by  his  government  to  solicit 
for  the  Crown  Prince,  he  talked  of  nothing  but  blood,  thirst- 
ing for  vengeance  on  his  whole  family,  and  fancying  every- 
body, except  Grumkow,  was  in  league  against  him.  He  wan- 
dered about  from  room  to  room  in  the  night  like  one  possessed ; 
ordered  his  carriage  at  two  in  the  morning  to  drive  to  his  country 
house,  and  then  returned.  Wiihelmina,  after  her  narrow  escape, 
was  shut  up  in  coninement  and  starved.  Duhan,  the  Crown 
Prince's  tutor,  was  banished  to  Memel.  The  bookseller  who 
supplied  the  prince  with  books  banished  too.  Exile  or  im- 
prisonment was  the  doom  of  all  his  friends.  A  French  count 
who  had  lent  him  money  fled,  but  his  effigy  was  nailed  to  the 
gallows;  and  Doris  Hitter,  a  pretty  girl  whose  singing  had 
attracted  the  Crown  Prince's  notice,  was  flogged  through  the 
streets  by  the  beadle  and  sent  to  beat  hemp  for  three  years. 

In  this  state  of  things  the  Crown  Prince  had  one  consolation 
left, — religion  and  the  Bible.  In  a  devotional  book  of  which 
Frederic  made  use  during  this  confinement,  was  found  a  pencil 
sketdi,  the  figure  of  a  man  on  his  knees  with  two  swords  hang- 
ing cross-wise  over  his  head,  and  beneath  it  a  quotation  from 
the  seventy-third  psalm,  twenty-fifth  and  twenty-sixth  verses : 

*  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon 
^  earth  that  I  desire  besides  thee.  ISify  flesh  and  my  heart 
^  fainteth,  but  God  is  the  strength  of  my  heart  and  my  portion 

*  for  ever.'  But  the  stupid  tyrant  would  not  even  leave  him 
in  the  enjoyment  of  his  religion.  Frederic's  main  crime  was 
not  treason,  nor  immorality,  nor  even  attempting  to  run  away. 
His  father's  blood  boiled  within  him  at  the  thought  that  his  son 
held  the  cursed  Calvinistic  doctrine  of  predestination.  The 
king  had  some  dim  notions  about  religion,  but  of  one  point  he 
was  quite  sure,  that  predestination,  as  taught  by  Calvin,  as  well 
is  Wolf's  philosophy,  led  to  desertion  and  the  devil.  One  fixed 
idea  took  possession  of  the  paternal  mind,  that  his  son,  if  he 
escaped  the  hangman  at  all,  should  no  longer  hold  that  accursed 
tenet. 

At  length,  while  the  prince  himself  expected  death,  afler  the 
royal  family,  the  town  of  Berlin,  and  aU  ranks  of  people  had 
day  after  day,  and  month  after  month,  been  wound  up  to  the 
highest  pitch  of  anxiety,  and  all  the  Courts  of  Europe  had  in- 
terceded, die  king  consented  to  grant  a  pardon  to  Frederic  on 
condition  that  he  would  take  an  oath  to  obey  him  blindly,  without 
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reservation,  in  every  particular,  and  especially  in  tiie  matter  of 
predestination.  Special  ministers  and  teachers  were  appointed  to 
argue  orthodox  views  about  free  will  into  Frederic's  mind.  The 
result  might  have  been  anticipated.  The  prince  was  not  ready 
to  undergo  martyrdom  for  his  opinion,  and  nominally  abandoned 
the  doctrines  of  Calvin ;  but  his  inquiring  spirit  soon  ceased  to 
look  at  the  question  in  a  theological  light,  the  dispute  took  him 
into  the  regions  of  philosophy,  where  he  became  a  disdple  of 
Voltaire. 

The  prince  came  out  of  prison  only  to  live  under  intolerable 
restraint  in  the  town  adjoining  the  fortress.  But  'sofiH  e 
^  taci '  became  henceforward  his  motto.  He  was  placed  under 
the  supervision  of  men  sworn  with  trembling  to  obey  God  and 
Frederic  William.  He  was  never  to  be  alone;  every  word 
and  every  action  were  to  be  strictiy  observed,  writing,  reading, 
and  music  strictiy  forbidden.  The  prince's  directors  asked  for 
permission  to  let  the  prince  have  books  on  finance  and  police. 
^  People  learn  nothing  from  books,'  said  the  king.  Besides  all 
this,  his  allowance  of  money  was  insufficient  even  for  his  small 
establishment,  and  the  people  of  the  neighbourhood  subscribed 
sums  of  money  to  enable  him  to  live.  The  officials,  too,  placed 
to  keep  watch  over  him,  executed  their  orders  with  all  possible 
leniency,  and,  seeing  doubtless  their  future  sovereign  in  the 
Crown  Prince,  treated  him  with  a  kindness  and  sympathy  he 
had  never  met  with  from  the  king  or  his  advisers. 

The  king  at  first  upbraided  him  by  letter  with  his  petU 
maitre  ways  and  his  French  predilections,  telling  him  all  his 
learning  and  fine  tastes  had  brought  him  to  dirt  and  nothingne», 
and  usually  ended  with  allusion  to  the  cursed  doctrine  of  pre- 
destination. Frederic  began  to  fear  that  even  at  tiiat  distance 
it  would  be  impossible  to  live  without  ofience,  and  so  he  deter- 
mined upon  what,  to  his  proud  temperament,  must  have  been 
an  intolerable  step,^ — to  make  the  main  author  of  his  misfortunes, 
that  member  of  the  commission  who  had  threatened  him  with 
the  rack  at  his  examination,  his  confidant  and  ally.  Frederic, 
in  his  communion  with  the  arch-hypocrite,  completely  outdid 
him  in  his  own  weapons  of  artifice  and  dissimulation.  Once  or 
twice  he  endeavoured  to  throw  off  the  mask  and  to  see  if  there 
was  a  human  heart  in  the  false  man,  but  finding  there  was  not, 
he  returned  to  his  scoffing  worldliness  of  tone,  and  a  boisterous 
air  of  affected  frankness.  He  gfdned  his  purpose  and  found  a 
defender  in  Grumkow,  so  far  as  it  was  possible  to  depend  upon 
an  hypocritical,  treacherous  poltroon  and  parasite,  existing  by 
the  breath  of  the  king's  favour.  This  correspondence  is  of 
inestimable  value  for  gaining  an  insight  into  the  character  of 
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Frederic,  and  deserves  a  far  more  serious  and  a  widely  different 
interpretation  from  that  which  Mr.  Carlyle  has  given  it  or  that 
we  here  have  space  for.     Frederic  at  once  from  a  boy  rises  up 
to  a  man  in  worldly  dealing  and  diplomatic  cunning.    The  irony 
of  the  spirited  youUi  breaks  constantly  through  the  veil  he  throws 
around  his  thoughts,  and  Grumkow,  though  captivated  to  his 
service,  must  have  felt  a  dim  and  constant  suspicion  whether 
the  Crown  Prince  was  not  mocking  and  scorning  him  while 
making  use  of  his  intriguing  services.     Grumkow  undertook  to 
manage  the  king,  to  instruct  Frederic  what  letters  to  write, 
how  he  and  his  keepers  should  behave,  and  what  tone  to  take  in 
certain  letters  to  himself,  which  might  be  shown  to  the  king. 
So  there  was  a  double  current  of  correspondence  between  Fre- 
deric and  Grumkow;    some  written  for  Grumkow's  private 
perusal,  and  some  for  Grumkow  to  show  to  the  king,  in  which 
Frederic  was  to  protest  affection  for  the  king,  desire  for  his  long 
life,  contrition  for  his  own  faults,  and  content  with  his  present 
destiny.     With  what  bitterness  of  heart  must  the  young  prince, 
in  the  hands  of  such  a  knave,  have  exhorted  Grumkow  to  frank- 
ness in  a  passage  like  the  following:   ^La  fausset^  marque 
'  une  grande  haine  pour  ceux  envers  qui  on  la  met  en  usage.' 
But  to  Grumkow  the  irony  of  his  letters  passed  without  notice ; 
and  a  couple  of  them,  in  which  it  was  most  apparent,  the  old 
dupe  showed  about  with  pride  to  his  friends  as  ^  lettres  fort 
^  spirituelles.'    Knowing  well  that  Grumkow  was  entirely  occu- 
pied with  the  king  and  dared  not  leave  him,  he  was  always 
sighing  for  his   company,  drinking  his  health,   extolling  the 
pleasure  of  his  society,  and  planning  journeys  together  which 
he  knew  could  not  be  executed.   He  so  far  succeeded  in  cozening 
the  old  rogue  that  he  actually  got  him  to  commit  himself  to 
verse.  He  addressed  as  *Mon  tr^-cher  et  g^nereux  ami; '  ^  mon 
'trSs-cher  ami,  trfis-cher  et  g6n6reux  Cassubien,'  the  man  whose 
acquaintance  be  dropped  as  soon  as  he  could  afford  it,  and  whose 
memory,  he  wrote  to  his  sister  on  his  death,  was  held  in  imi- 
versal  execration,  and  on  whom  he  composed  a  stinging  epitaph ; 
and  it  surely  is  a  most  singular  omission  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Carlyle,  after  filling  so  many  pages  with  the  doings  of  Grum- 
kow, that  his  book  should  give  us  no  information  that  his  Black 
Artist  died  more  than  a  year  before  Frederic  William. 

This  correspondence  was,  however,  nearly  broken  off  while 
the  prince's  marriage  was  being  negotiated,  and  Frederic  saw 
himself  about  to  be  condemned  to  a  detested  union,  which  should 
render  him,  perhaps,  a  celibate  in  all  but  in  name.  The  king 
determined  to  marry  his  children  to  whomever  he  pleased,  and 
Grumkow  and  Seckendorf    determined   to   whom   he   should 
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please.  Wilhelnuna,  after  unheard-of  cruelties^  oooBented  to 
accept  the  Markgraf  of  Baireuth,  and  audi  was  her  anticipation 
of  the  marriage,  that  she  fainted  away  on  her  first  presentsdoa 
to  her  future  husband.  It  was  represented  to  her  tliat  her 
consent  would  put  liie  king  in  a  better  humour,  and  alle^riittB 
die  miseries  of  the  galley  life  of  her  brother,  and  she  con- 
sented.  A  little  more  than  a  year  after,  Frederic  William 
announced  to  his  son  that  he  was  to  marry  the  Princess 
Elizabeth  Christina  of  Brunswick  Bevem,  a  cousin  of  Maria 
Theresa.  Prince  Eugene  had  instructed  Seckendorf  to  get  tlie 
marriage  airanged  with  all  speed.  Seckendorf  had  Dought 
Grumkow,  and  the  matter  was  concluded.  Frederic,  at  the 
su^estion  of  Grumkow,  and  seeing  no  hope,  wrote  to  \m 
father  that  he  submitted  implicitly  to  his  -mil,  though,  as  it 
appears  from  a  subsequent  letter  to  Grumkow,  he  deckured  him- 
self ready  to  put  an  end  to  his  wretdied  existence  rather  than 
take  so  &tal  a  step.  This  was  the  last  stage  of  what  Mr. 
Carlyle  terms  Frederic's  apprenticeship,  a  forced  assumption  of 
hypocrisy  and  a  hated  marriage.  He  complied;  wi»  married 
to  a  woman  for  whose  person  he  felt  repulsion,  and  for  whose 
mind  contempt;  who,  he  said,  danced  Uke  a  goose,  and  who 
was  80  awkward  and  stupid  on  the  day  of  his  marriage  that  he 
cried,  before  a  crowd  of  people,  *Peste  soit  de  la  bfite!*  lo 
assenting  to  the  marriage  he  expressed  himself  to  Grumkow 
dius :  ^  Je  me  marierai,  mais  apr^  voilH  qui  est  fait,  et  bon 
*jour,  Madame,  et  bon  chemin.  Vive  la  Ubert61*  He  kept 
his  word.  As  long  as  his  father  lived  he  remained  under  i^ 
same  roof  with  his  wife,  but  after  that  he  lived  separately  from 
her,  visited  her  once  a  year  respectfully,  while  she  never  placed 
foot  in  his  palace.  ^  A  quite  human  wedding,  now  and  afber- 
^  wards,'  Mr.  Carlyle  calls  this,  as  indeed  he  does  all  weddings. 
That  Frederic's  feelings  underwent  any  real  change  towuds 
his  father,  there  is  not  only  no  proof,  but  his  correspondence 
clearly  shows  the  contrary.  When  the  vigilance  and  restraint 
was  relaxed  around  him  after  his  marriage,  he  was  happier  thaa 
ever  he  had  been  before,  and  in  his  country  retirement  and  in 
the  society  of  his  friends,  he  endeavoured  to  foiget  his  past 
grievances  and  the  existence  of  the  court  altogether ;  but  if  he 
was  brought  into  contact  with  his  father  he  found  his  podtion 
as  intolerable  as  ever.  The  king,  on  his  part,  was  continually 
suspicious  that  the  prince  would  play  him  a  new  trick,  and  that 
his  submissive  conduct  was  mere  artifice  and  delusion.  When 
the  prince  wrote  to  be  reinstated  in  military  service,  he  replied 
he  knew  it  was  a  mere  device,  and  that  the  prince  would  prefer 
a  flute  master  with  a  dozen  flutes,  a  set  of  comic  actors  and 
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French  men  and  women^  and  a  bi^  theatre,  to  a  company  of 
grenadiers.'  Frederic  placed  npon  hmiself  the  severest  restraint, 
and  was  careftil  never  to  go  beyond  the  most  ceremonious  pro- 
fessions of  submission  and  duty,  and  never  to  be  found  trippmg. 
But  the  task  was  a  hard  one.  He  writes  in  December,  1738, 
only  two  years  before  the  King's  death,  to  his  friend  M.  de 
Camas :  — 

'L*humenr  du  roi  s'est  aigri  si  fort  et  sa  haine  centre  ma  per- 
sonne  s'est  manifest^e  sur  tant  de  diffS^rentes  choses,  que  si  je  n'etais 
ee  qae  je  sais  j'anrais  demand^  men  cong6  d^  longtemps,  et  j'aimerais 
mieux  mendier  mon  pain  honorablement  autre  part  que  de  me  nour- 
rir  des  chagrins  qu'il  me  faut  d^vorer  ici ;  si  ma  physionomie  a  le 
malheur  de  lui  d^plaire,  qu'il  me  laisse  ^  Bemusberg  It  T^cart.' 
{(Euvres  de  Frederic,  vol.  xvi.  p.  159.) 

^B  faut  que  je  Fenvisage  commemon  plus  cruel  ennemi,  qui  m'^pie 
sans  cause,  pour  trouver  le  moment  oh  11  crut  pouvoir  me  doimer  le 
coup  de  jamac.  II  faut  etre  sor  ses  gardes  sans  se  relacher;  le  moindre 
faux  pas,  la  moindre  improvidence,  une  bagatelle,  un  rien  grossi  et 
amplifi6  souffriront  poor  ma  condamnation.'  {(Euvres  de  Frederic^ 
voL  xvi.  p.  161.) 

During  an  illness  of  the  king,  the  Margravine  of  Baireuth 
had  written  to  say  she  could  not  help  feeling  sorrow  for  his 
loss — if  it  should  happen.  Frederic  wrote  in  reply,  Septem- 
ber 9th,  1734:— 

*  Enfin  j'ai  pris  le  dessein  de  me  consoler  de  tout  ce  qui  arrivera 
(the  King's  death),  car  au  bout  du  compte  je  suis  fort  persuade  que 
pendant  qu'il  vivra  je  n'aurai  ga^e  de  bon  temps,  et  je  crois  que  je 
trouvend  cent  raisons  pour  une  qui  vous  le  ferait  oublier  assez,  car 
ce  qui  vous  attendrit  envers  lui  c'est  que  vous  ne  I'avez  pas  vu  depuis 
loDgtemps,  mais  si  vous  le  revoyiez  je  crois  que  vous  le  laisseriez 
bien  reposer  en  paix  sans  vous  chagriner.  Consolons-nous  done 
ensemble.'    (  (Euvres  de  Frederic,  vol.  xxvii.  p.  20.) 

On  the  29th  of  January,  1739,  he  writes: — 

^  tTai  ^t^  pendant  six  semaines  I'objet  des  plaisanteries  am^res  du 
roi,  et  le  souf&e-douleur  de  sa  col^.'  {(Euvree  de  Fridenc,  vol. 
xxvii.  p.  60.) 

On  the  26th  of  February,  1740,  the  king  was  getting  worse. 
Frederic  was  prepared  to  bear  his  loss  with  resignation* 
Wilhelmina  wrote  to  say  she  longed  to  see  the  king  before 
he  died.  On  the  10th  April,  1740,  Frederic  replied  she  had 
better  not,  that  it  was  eight  years  since  she  had  been  in  Berlin. 
*  I  say,'  in  the  words  of  &ripture,  *  Happy  are  the  absent — 
'  Fear  nothing.' 

The  king  fied  on  the  30th  May,  1740.  The  Crown  Prince 
was  called  suddenly  to  Berlin  on  tlie  27th,  on  the  same  day  he 
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wrote  briefly  off  to  De  la  Motte  Fouquft,  his  dearest  friend,  then 
in  exile,  to  be  prepared  for  a  recall ;  and  on  the  3rd  of  June 
he  wrote  off  to  his  old  tutor,  Duhan,  also  in  exile,  whom  he 
loved  tenderly,  whom  he  had  not  seen  for  ten  yearsy  and  an- 
nounced his  loss  in  this  curt  fashion: — ^Mon  sort  a  changg, 

*  mon  cher,  je  vous  attends  avec  impatience.' 

Fur  otherwise  was  it  with  the  kijig.  That  this  extraordinary 
monster  should  have  gradually  recognised  the  great  qualities 
of  the  Crown  Prince,  and  should  have  died  blessing  God  who 
gave  him  such  a  son,  we  must  regard  as  Frederic's  most 
wonderful  triumph — a  triumph  achieved  by  ten  long  years  of 
quiet  endurance  in  the  freshness  of  boyhood  and  the  heyday 
of  the  blood.  At  the  time  when  Katte's  head  fell  upon  the 
scaffold  Frederic  was  of  the  age  at  which  beardless  boys  are 
just  entering  a  university  career,  full  of  all  the  illusions  and 
the  joyous  emotions  of  youth.  At  that  usually  careless  epoch 
Frederic  had  need  of  the  intelligence  of  a  man  of  the  world 
and  the  patience  of  a  saint  to  survive  the  difficulties  of  his 
position ;  he  retired  into  himself  and  overcame.  But  long  and 
tedious  as  the  struggle  was,  not  one  symptom  of  impatience 
was  discoverable  by  nis  father,  unceasing  as  were  his  exactions 
and  exasperating  his  persecutions.  At  Ciistrin  and  Ruppin,  in 
obedience  to  his  orders,  he  devoted  himself  day  after  day,  be- 
ginning at  seven  in  the  morning,  to  the  study  of  Finance  and 
the  economical  management  of  the  Crown  domains.  He  gave 
himself  up  to. these  pursuits  with  such  assiduity  that  one  of 
his  directors  soon  said  no  one  of  the  board  could  draw  up  a 
better  report.  When  he  reviewed  a  regiment  again,  he  drilled 
it  incessantly.  *  I  drill,  I  have  drilled,  I  shall  drill,'  he  writes, 
and  he  made  it  one  of  the  best  regiments  in  the  service. 
Though  he  was  constantly  in  debt,  he  expended  large  sums 
in  order  to  make  propitiatory  offerings  of  tall  privates  to  his 
father.     ^Whatever  can  be  done,'  he  wrote,  *  by  the  intercession 

*  of  colossi,  shall  be  done.'  As  soon  as  he  ventured  to  write  to 
his  friends  his  letters  were  full  of  affection,  of  opinions  about 
politics,  literature,  and  philosophy  ;  but  to  his  father  his  letters 
were  always  of  the  most  brief  and  stately  character :  ^  AUer- 
'gnadigster  Konig  und  Vater,'  and  ending  'treu  gehorsamer 
^  Diener  und  Sohn.'  But  a  nature  so  suppressed,  striving  against 
a  weight  of  difficulties,  living  in  an  atmosphere  of  suspicion,  in 
such  a  state  of  penury  that  he  was  obliged  to  borrow  money  in 
every  direction,  and  be  indebted  to  all  the  crowned  heads  of 
Europe,  must  find  vent  in  some  direction,  and  hence  he  contracted 
that  habit  of  rough  banter,  practical  jokes,  and  love  of  torment- 
ing people  on  their  weak  sides  which  never  left  him,  and  towards 
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which  he  was  doubtless  impelled  by  the  memory  of  the  savage 
buffoonery  of  his  father's  tobacco-parliament. 

In  August,  1736,  in  his  twenty-fourth  year,  a  bright  change 
came  over  his  hitherto  darkened  existence ;  he  began  to  inhabit 
the  Chateau  of  Rheinsberg,  which  had  been  preparing  for  him 
for  three  years  previously.  The  mansion  was  Uothic,  and  of 
stone^  of  quadrangular  form,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  a  moat, 
and  spacious  enough  to  hold  the  little  court  coterie  he  now  col- 
lected around  him,  with  halls  and  saloons  brilliantly  decorated 
by  Pesne.  Prom  the  windows,  the  eye  looked  on  a  lake  dotted 
with  islands,  bordered  by  oak  and  beech  woods,  and  away  over 
undulations  of  tilled  country,  diversified  by  water  and  forest. 
Around  the  house  the  grounds  were  laid  out  with  great  care ; 
there  were  pavilions,  gardens,  grottoes,  and  orangeries.  Except 
the  duties  of  the  district,  which  habit  had  made  easy  to  him, 
and  an  occasional  visit  to  Berlin,  the  prince  had  now  his  time 
at  his  own  disposal,  and  he  often  looked  back  to  this  period  of 
his  life  with  pleasure.  The  activity  of  his  spirit  manifested 
itself  in  every  direction,  and  his  life  was  such  as  to  give  sup- 
port to  his  statement,  that  he  was  endeavouring,  by  study  and 
reflection,  to  make  himself  fit  for  the  high  dignity  to  which  he 
was  bom.  He  read  much,  and  on  every  subject,  and  after 
poring  over  his  books  for  months  took  up  his  pen  to  write.  He 
might,  brought  up  as  he  was,  have  turned  out  a  drunken, 
illiterate,  military  despot,  as  ruthless  as  the  most  ruthless 
captains  of  the  Thirty  Years'  war ;  but  becoming  what  he  did, 
the  native  strength  of  his  disposition  is  most  apparent.  The 
companions  whom  he  now  had  about  him  seemed  to  have 
comprised  all  the  wit  and  intelligence  which  the  Prussian 
capital  afforded,  and  what  was  wanting  in  brilliancy  was  made 
up  in  good  spirits  and  geniality.  The  greater  part  of  his 
associates  were  of  the  fiimilies  of  French  refugees,  and  were 
more  or  less  his  friends  through  life.  There  was  a  good  deal  of 
gaiety,  good  dinners,  good  suppers,  and  good  wine,  and  a 
concert  every  day,  the  Prince  performing  on  his  flute,  with 
a  company  of  professionals  and  amateurs.  He  busied  him- 
self also  with  out-of-door  improvements;  with  hot  houses, 
forcing  beds,  garden  walks  and  plantations,  farming  improve- 
ments, and  live  stock,  and  by  keeping  up  a  stream  of  presents 
to  the  king,  of  early  asparagus  and  brocoH,  strawberries  and 
melons,  fatted  calves  and  capons,  pasties  and  plovers'  eggs,  with 
an  occasional  colossus  for  the  Potsdam  guards,  he  did  his  utmost 
to  be  allowed  to  possess  his  soul  in  peace.  But  a  residence 
in  Berlin  was  from  time  to  time  unavoidable,  and  then  the  old 
torments  commenced,  more  especially  as  the  king's  intemperate 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


404  Carlyle's  Frederic  the  Great.  Oet 

habits  had  brought  on  a  compUoaticm  of  frigfatfnl  maladies ;  and 
Frederic  was  sometimes  irritated  by  being  oalled  over  to  Berlin 
merely  to  see  a  morning  drill,  or  to  be  growled  at  about  his 
doings  at  Bheinsberg ;  but  he  bore  it  patiently,  and  got  back  to 
Bheinsberg,  to  his  flute,  his  books,  his  cheerful  Mends,  and  his 
gardening  as  soon  as  he  could.  Although,  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen he  had  written  a  most  remarkable  letter  on  the  policy 
which  Prussia  should  follow  to  take  first  rank  as  an  European 
Power,  showing  that  the  desire  for  the  aggrandisement  of  the 
House  of  Brandenburg  had  already  taken  possession  of  his  soul, 
and  although  he  was  continually  with  ms  Mends  turning  his 
attention  to  politics,  he  steadily  refused  to  take  any  public 
part,  and  held  his  peace  before  the  king ;  he  would  hear  nothing 
of  the  court  intrigues  or  state  business.  The  ministers  could 
get  nothing  from  him ;  he  chose,  he  said,  to  be  a  private  man 
and  a  subject;  and  on  one  occasion,  when  the  ministers,  in 
order  to  lessen  theur  responsibility  towards  their  future  kii^ 
laid  some  important  papers  before  him,  he  returned  them  witfar 
out  one  word  of  remaric 

But  the  most  important  event  of  Frederic's  Bheinsberg  life 
was  the  opening  of  his  correspondence  with  Voltaire.  And 
here,  agdn,  we  must  remark  that  Mr.  Carlyle  has  not  given 
sufficientiy  serious  attention  to  this  correspondence,  and  that  the 
contemptuous  humour  with  which  he  re^uds  it  has  prevented 
his  getting  any  real  insight  into  its  reason  and  value.  It  was 
not  a  mere  idle  curiofflty,  nor  a  love  of  bandying  compliments, 
which  led  Frederic  to  correspond  with  the  greatest  reputation 
in  Europe,  but  the  desire  of  truth.  Frederic  was  during  this 
period  fighting  out  in  his  mind  the  great  battie  between  belief 
and  unbelief.  The  discussion  about  free  will'  and  predestiniUion, 
inflicted  on  him  by  his  father,  had  deeply  moved  him;  but  so 
£ar  from  remaining  quiet  in  the  Lutheran  belief  on  this  point,  a 
few  years  later  he  began  to  doubt  about  the  immortalitv  of  tiie 
soul.  In  this  state  of  mind,  he  became  intimate  with  Count 
Suhm,  the  Saxon  ambassador  at  his  father's  court*,  the  charm 
of  whose  conversation,  and  the  gentieness  of  whose  character, 
give  a  quiet  and  touching  grace  to  their  existing  correspondence 
which  is  still  felt,  and  he  took  the  trouble  to  translate  WolTs 

*  Suhm  afterwards  was  sent  to  St.  Petersburgh.  As  a  proof  of 
the  gene  in  which  Frederic  livedo  he  was  unable  to  retain  his  dearest, 
most  esteemed,  and  pious  friend  about  him.  His  fears  that  the 
climate  of  Russia  would  be  too  severe  for  Suhm's  delicate  health 
were  realised.  He  recalled  him  immediately  on  his  accession ;  but 
Suhm,  already  stricken,  died  en  route,  writing  from  his  death-bed  a 
most  pathetic  and  simple  letter  to  his  royal  pupiL 
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Philosophy  out  of  Grerman  mto  French  for  Frederic's  use, 
Frederic  perosed  Suhm's  translation  with  avidity  chapter  by 
chapter,  comparing  it  with  the  German,  and  became  orthodox 
once  more ;  his  l^tteis  on  the  subject  evince  a  great  thirst  for 
knowledge  and  a  really  religious  temperament.  Christian  Wolf 
was,  without  doubt,  one  of  the  greatest  intellects  of  Europe  at 
that  time ;  hb  philosophy  was  an  ingenious  ad^tation  of  that 
of  Leibnitz,  endeavouring,  by  the  invention  of  a  system  of  mo- 
nads or  simple  atoms,  to  bridge  the  infinite  abyss  between  the 
real  and  the  ideal,  but  idealist  in  the  main.  Frederic  considered 
that  his  debt  of  gratitude,  both  to  Suhm  and  to  Wolf,  was 
immense.  But  Europe  at  that  time  in  Voltaire  possessed  a 
man  whose  universal  genius  and  persecutions  had  placed  him 
far  in  reputation  above  every  other  writer,  and  who  was  of  the 
opposite  school  to  Wolf — tiie  sensational,  whose  doctrines  he 
had  acquired  in  England  by  the  study  of  Locke.  Frederic  was 
not  only  desirous  that  a  genius  whom  he  admired  so  much  9B 
Voltaire  should  become  acquainted  with  Wolf,  but  he  was  him- 
self anxious  to  fix  his  own  belief  on  matters  of  the  most  vital 
importance.  And  though  Mr.  Carlyle  may  have  reached  those 
heights  of  spiritualism  m>m  which  he  can  look  down  with  de- 
rision on  the  achievements  of  Leibnitz  and  Wolf,  and  all  ques- 
tions connected  with  them,  yet  ordinary  persons  must  admire  the 
courage  with  which  this  almost  self-educated  youth  grapples  with 
the  most  abstruse  questions  of  philosophy,  and  rises  up  in  ail- 
ment against  the  greatest  and  most  practised  intelligence  of  the 
time.  These  letters  of  his  were  no  idle  amusement  or  mere 
exercise  of  display,  but  most  of  them  were  written  with  great 
care,  and  one  can  see  that  the  ambition  of  the  heir  of  the  House  of 
HohenzoUem  is  bent  on  wringing  esteem  and  recognition  from 
the  renowned  writer  dghteen  years  his  elder.  The  nrst  letter  of 
Frederic  was  sent  especially  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the 
philosophy  of  Wolf  to  Voltsure's  notice.  And  during  the  long 
correspondence  which  ensued  up  to  the  time  of  Frederic's  accee- 
8i<m,  tiie  subject  was  eamestiy  discussed,  and  with  such  ability 
on  the  part  of  Frederic  that  Voltaire  grew  impatient  at  being 
pressed  so  hard,  and  felt  that  his  opponent  was  getting  the  best 
of  the  struggle.  Li  many  points,  the  correspondence  shows 
Frederic  the  superior  as  a  man  to  Voltaire,  however  inferior  aa 
a  writer.  It  is  true  there  are  exaggerated  compliments  on  both 
sides ;  but  some  allowance  must  be  made  for,  perhaps,  the  two 
greatest  men  of  their  time  —  for  Frederic,  who,  in  lus  boyish 
enthusiasm  and  literary  ardour,  is  inflamed  at  the  thought 
tiiat  he  is  in  communication  with  a  man  of  immortal  celebrity ; 
and  for  Voltaire,  startied  at  the  apparition  of  this  young  Hype- 
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rion  of  the  North,  who  addresses  him  in  a  style  which  certainlj 
no  other  prince  of  the  day  could  have  rivalled. 

These  two  intellects,  moreover,  towering  as  they  did  above 
the  generations  of  their  time,  were  more  capable  than  any  of 
understanding  each  other.  Perhaps  not  even  Lord  Chatiham 
was  so  well  able  as  Voltaire  to  admire  the  great  achievements 
of  Frederic's  many-handed  genius;  and  certainly  no  man  in 
Europe  was  so  capable  as  Frederic  of  feeling  the  wit  and  fancy 
of  Voltaire,  and  the  humane  tendency  of  his  writings.  There  is 
no  portraiture  equal  to  Frederic's  of  the  charm  of  Voltaire's 
conversation,  and  the  inexhaustible  fertility  and  delicacy  of  his 
wit ;  and  each  of  them  was  in  himself  a  symbol  of  his  own  age, 
and  an  illustration  of  that  remarkable  combination  of  the  practical 
and  the  speculative  which  has  produced  the  wonderful  results 
of  this  present  century.  The  correspondence  with  Voltaire, 
however,  was  not  restricted  to  philosophy.  Frederic  soon  b^an 
to  submit  his  verses  to  Voltaire's  criticism.  Verse-making,  like 
flute-playing,  continued  to  be  a  relaxation  of  Frederic's  up  to 
the  end  of  life.  He  never  published  more  than  one  small  volume, 
for  the  use  of  his  friends.  No  one  could  in  justice  speak  more 
severely  of  these  compositions  than  Frederic  himself.  He  said 
what  made  him  persevere  was  his  want  of  success.  '  C'est  un 
'  erand  dommage,'  said  Diderot,  ^  que  I'embouchure  de  cette 

*  belle  fldte  soit  gat€  par  quelques  grains  de  sable  de  Branden- 
*bourg!' 

Indeed  it  would  be  evident  from  his  poetry  alone  that  there 
was,  as  M.  de  Sainte  Beuve   says,  existing  in  Frederic  *iin 

*  homme  de  lettres  avant  tout ; '  for  there  are  passable 
imitations  of  most  of  the  French  poets,  of  Scarron,  Racine, 
Boileau,  and  Voltaire,  and  even  La  Fontaine,  and  the  verses 
are  very  often  better  than  those  the  age  did  admire.  But  if  to 
have  written  mediocre  poetry  be  an  inexpiable  crime,  it  is 
one  Frederic  must  share  with  Richelieu,  Lord  Chatham, 
and  Warren  Hastings,  and  with  Cicero  and  Burke. 

But  the  versatility  of  his  literary  powers  are  most  apparent 
in  prose ;  he  could  parody  the  style  of  Massillon,  catch  the 
tone  of  an  Sloge  of  the  Academic,  sketch  a  satirical  apologue  in 
the  manner  of  Voltaire,  and  write  the  history  of  the  house  of 
Brandenbourg  and  his  own  with  a  dignity,  firmness  of  toucb, 
and  clearness  of  narrative  which  called  forth  the  eulogies  of 
Gibbon,  and  of  most  of  the  celebrities  of  the  time. 

From  the  literary  avocations  and  pleasures  of  Bheinsbeig 
Frederic  was  suddenly  called,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1740,  to 
attend  the  king,  who  was  dangerously  worse.     *  The  king  re- 

*  ceived  him  aflectionately,  and  the' next  day  discoursed  to  him 
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*  on  the  home  and  foreign  policy  of  Prussia.  He  was  so 
^  satisfied  with  the  crown  prince's  replies  that  he  said  to  the  by- 

*  standees,  **  Am  I  not  happy  to  leave  such  a  son  behind  me ? "'  His 
dying  moments  were  of  a  most  extraordinary  character.  Piety, 
cariosity  about  his  appearance  and  his  funeral,  fearlessness,  and 
his  old  violent  habits  of  contradiction,  were  all  mixed  up  to- 
gether.    When  during  a  Psalm  the  verse  was  sung,  *  Naked 

*  shall  I  depart  from  hence ;  *  *  No,  that's  a  lie,'  he  cried ;  *  not 

*  naked,  I  shall  have  my  uniform.'      '  There  are  no  soldiers 

*  above,  your  majesty.'  *How?  What?  Sapperment!  How  so?* 
Looking  from  the  window,  some'  grooms  vexed  him  by  their 
manner  of  saddling  some  horses,  and  he  regretted  he  could  not 
cudgel  them  himself,  and  sent  an  attendant  down  to  do  so. 
When  the  doctor  told  him  his  pulse  stood  still,  he  lifted  his  hand 
saying,  *  It  shall  not  stay  still.'  After  some  words  of  pious 
ejaculation,  he  fell  into  a  faint  and  died.  If  Frederic  had  not 
sorrowed  for  his  father's  death,  after  a  reconciliation,  and  while 
the  blow  was  recent,  it  were  strange  indeed.  He  wept  much ; 
the  change  was  sudden ;  but  immediately  he  was  approached  in 
his  new  authority,  his  eyes  dried,  the  past  was  gone ;  his  soul 
leapt  to  its  full  height;  he  was  king,  and  felt  it  in  every 
nerve. 

Although  acute  observers  had  foretold  his  future  greatness, 
the  general  expectations  formed  of  him  were  such,  that  the  day 
of  his  accession  was  called  *la  journ^e  des  dupes.'  Crowds  of 
poetasters,  musicians,  and  adventurers  flocked  to  Berlin  to  meet 
with  rejection ;  his  enemies  trembled,  but  without  reason ;  his 
dependents  were  disappointed  of  a  golden  harvest ;  and  when 
the  ministers  of  the  late  king  applied  to  bo  reinstated,  he  re- 
plied, *  I  know  now  of  no  authority  but  what  resides  in  the 

*  sovereign.' 

The  acclamations  of  the  people  were  immense;  he  was 
always  a  favourite,  and  his  misfortunes  had  deeply  stirred  the 
popular  sympathies.  Most  were  convinced  that  there  was 
much  that  was  good  and  much  that  was  great  in  his  character ; 
but  there  was  also  a  great  deal  that  was  unknown.  The  victim 
of  unexampled  cruelty,  constantly  surrounded  by  spies,  the 
object  of  the  machinations  of  treacherous  enemies,  alone  in 
the  world,  with  no  one  in  whom  he  could  wholly  confide,  mis- 
trust, hardness  of  heart,  and  cynicism  were  welded  into  his 
very  soul.  Such  a  character  would  be  almost  inexplicable  if 
the  influence  of  his  early  education  in  forming  it  were  not  duly 
considered.  For  within  him  were  deep  afiections,  a  nature 
generous  and  capable  of  sincere  and  lasting  friendship ;  a  rest- 
lesa  intelligence;  a  patience  and  power  of  endurance  beyond 
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praise,  and  a  generous  philanthropy.  Under  the  guidanoe  of  a 
F^n^lon  or  a  Herder  such  a  prince  might  haye  been  not  only 
the  greatest  but  the  wisest  and  beet  who  has  ever  ascended  a 
throne.  But  as  it  was,  he  resembled  a  sword  of  invaluable 
temper,  which,  hacked  and  blunted  in  parts,  retains  some  portions 
of  its  blade  untarnished  and  of  matchless  keenness. 

If  we  were  to  consider  the  history  of  Frederic  William  as 
portrayed  in  these  volumes  to  be  a  sort  of  Komuches  Hdda^ 
gedicht^^a  parody  upon  Mr.  Carlyle's  style  and  manner  of 
treating  history,  to  diow  how  one  of  the  meanest  and  most 
barbarous  of  modem  kings  may,  by  his  method  and  peculiar 
phraseology,  be  converted  into  a  hero, — we  should  regard  it  as 
a  monotonous,  somewhat  audadous,  but  certainly  dever  per- 
formance ;  but  looking  at  it  as  a  serious  atten^  at  represent- 
ing actual  facts,  we  cannot  but  declare  it  to  be  deserving  of 
the  gravest  condemnation.  To  say  that  in  Frederic  William's 
character  there  were  not  occasional  gleams  of  light ;  that  bodi 
in  his  home  policy  and  in  his  protection  of  Protestant  refugees, 
and  in  his  defence  o£  the  Protestant  cause,  although  it  pro- 
ceeded principally  firom  a  prejudiced  and  unreasoning  hatred  of 
the  Catholic  religion,  there  is  something  to  be  commended  — 
is  only  to  assert  that  he  was  not  altogether  inhuman ;  but  at 
every  glimmer  of  generous  or  just  emotion  in  a  man  who  was 
as  unfit  for  a  royal  destiny  as  Caliban  or  Tinker  Sly,  Mr. 
Carlyle  bursts  out  into  rhapsodies,  as  though  he  were  a 
Protestant  Trajan,  or  Marcus  Aurelius.  No  country  of  modem 
Europe  can  happily  offer  a  parallel  to  a  character  who 
united  the  meanness  of  Harpagon  to  the  intemperance  and 
violence  of  a  Squire  Western ;  who  with  the  intolerance  and 
ignorance  of  an  Anabaptist  cobUer  had  neither  his  morality  nor 
enthusiasm,  and  with  the  ferocity  of  an  oriental  despot  had 
.  neither  his  poetry  nor  generosity. 

Apart  from  all  considerations  of  the  morality  of  the  book, 
looking  at  it  as  a  work  of  art,  it  sins  against  all  ideas  of  propor- 
tion and  all  notions  of  taste.  Indeed,  we  cannot  help  thinking 
that  a  man  of  Mr.  Carlyle's  irregular  and  unbridled  genius  hae 
dcme  himself  wrong  by  venturing  on  the  biography  cf  Frederic 
the  Great,  which  required  a  concentration  of  purpose  ai^  an 
orderly  manner  of  treatment  foreign  to  his  nature.  In  spite  cf 
Mr.  Carlyle's  continued  preaching  about  good  government,  and 
his  tirades  against  anarchy,  the  only  epochs  which  seem  to  be 
favourable  to  his  genius  are  anarchical  epochs.  His  best  books 
are  his  volumes  of  the  French  Bevolution  and  his  edition  of 
Cromwell's  Letters.  Across  the  terrible  scenes  of  the  great 
Pandemonium  which  terminated  the  eighteenth  century,  the 
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blue  light  of  his  imagination  has  been  thtown  to  reveal  some 
very  striking  but  ghasdy  and  isolated  pictures.  Ii^ihe  same  man- 
ner,  his  commentaries  on  the  Letters  of  Oliver  Cromwell  are 
acmietimes  veiy  graphic^  but  thej  ore  only  commentaries.  He 
had  never  imtU  now  attempted  a  prolonged  bic^raphical  or  his- 
torical work  requiring  a  long  sequence  of  narrative;  and  it 
would  seem  that  his  peculiar  principles  and  contemptuous  scorn 
of  every  human  opinion^  science,  and  profession,  all  which  make 
iq>  the  ^  progress  of  the  species/  must  be  against  the  very  con- 
ception of  a  work  of  historical  value.  AU,  not  even  great,  but 
tolerable  historic  works  are  the  application  of  the  principle  of 
causation  to  the  great  events  of  the  world.  From  the  time  of 
Thnoydides  down  to  the  time  of  Mr.  Buckle  no  good  historian 
has  ever  attempted  to  write  without  making  the  gravitating 
power  of  his  history  the  explanation  of  events  by  causes ;  these 
causes  being  moral,  religious,  political,  and  physical.  Now, 
cause  and  e^ct  necessarily  mean  progress;  and  the  multiplication 
of  ^causes  and  e&cts'  means  ^progress  of  the  species,'  for  which 
Mr.  Carlyle  has  an  unmitigated  contempt.  Hence  not  only 
has  he  no  notion  of  history  as  history  has  been  conceived  since 
Bossuet,  Voltaire,  Yico,  Montesquieu,  Herder  have  written, 
who  ascended  to  higher  notions  of  causation  in  history;  but  his 
idea  of  what  history  should  be  falls  infinitely  short  of  the  old 
classic  conception  of  history.  To  get  history  in  Mr.  Carlyle's 
form,  one  must  go  to  the  monkish  historians  or  to  the  Hebrew 
Chronicles,  where  all  the  objects  of  narrative  are  the  actions  of 
individuals.  Mr.  Carlyle's  method  is  to  send  upon  the  stage  a 
few  phantasmagoric  figures,  who  stand  up  alone  against  the  dark 
chaotic  back-ground  of  infinity,  who  rush  about  wildly,  and 
then  go  off  to  Noz  and  Erebus,  leaving  a  strong  smell  of  brim- 
stone in  the  atmosphere.  Fresh  batches  jump  upon  the  stage, 
and  disappear  in  like  manner.  His  method  of  treating  histo^ 
may  be  called  the  phantasmagoric,  anecdotic,  and  comic  it 
has  been  said  that  the  end  of  Mr.  Carlyle's  teaching  is  to  show 
us  Grod  in  history.  What  Mr.  Carlyle  does  attempt  to  do  is 
to  show  us  the  demonic  in  history,  —  using  demonic  in  the 
sense  in  which  Gk)ethe  used  it, — and  his  heroes,  like  Byron's 
Conrads,  Alps,  Giaours,  and  Manireds,  are  all  cut  out  of  one 
block,  all  men  of  ungovernable  temperament,  all  consuming 
noble  efforts  after  their  own  wilful  fieuihion,  and  scourging  anar- 
chy— everywhere  except  within  their  own  hearts  and  minds. 

Moreover,  much  as  Mr.  Carlyle  raves  against  the  age,  he 
partakes  of  its  literary  vices  in  no  small  measure,  and  especially 
in  the  exaggerated  attempt  to  convert  the  garments  of  men  and 
their  outws^  peculiarities  into  historic  portraits,  which  ought 
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to  be  drawn  for  the  mind,  and  not  for  the  eye.  He  belongs  to 
that  school  ii^ich  the  lamented  and  accomprishcd  M.  Rigault 
called  les  Gobelins  de  la  Litterature'y  from  their  servile  attempts  to 
imitate  painting.  These  writers  go  off  to  the  old  clothes'  shops 
of  the  Houndsditch  of  history,  collect  a  few  curiosities,  and 
conceive,  by  flirting  some  red  stockings,  an  old  hat,  or  a  pair  of 
jack-boots  constantly  before  the  reader's  eyes,  they  are  drawing 
portraits  superior  to  Tacitus  or  Sallust  All  this  is  an  entire 
mistake.  We  do  not  know  any  more  about  Napoleon  when  we 
see  his  shaving  utensils  at  Madame  Tussaud's,  and  we  should 
not  know  any  more  of  Frederic's  character  if  we  had  his  pigtail 
in  our  hands.  Such  accessories,  when  properly  used,  give  life 
and  colour  to  history  no  doubt,  it  is  only  their  disproportionate 
use  of  which  we  complain;  the  moral  and  intellectual  pecu- 
liarities of  individuals  being  the  more  essential  objects  of  his- 
torical note. 

Mr.  Carlyle's  theories,  to  suit  which  he  moulds  his  facts, 
have  been  too  often  refuted  to  require  notice  now.  They 
seem  only  original  from  his  manner  of  putting  them.  His 
notions  about  government  and  the  necessity  of  despotism  are 
based  upon  the  assumption  that  the  natural  state  of  society  is 
anarchy,  which  is  only  another  version  of  Hobbes,  that  *  the 
'natural  state  of  mankind  is  war.'  In  all  the  governments 
which  he  admires  fear  has  been  the  predominating  influence.  A 
£atalist  in  principle,  he  seems  to  regard  every  exercbe  of  the 
free-will  as  necessarily  opposed  to  the  laws  of  the  universe. 
For  liberty,  which  gave  glory  to  Greece  and  grandeur  to  Rome, 
and  has  made  England  the  envy  and  wonder  of  the  world,  he 
has  no  place  in  his  system,  so  he  hates  and  despises  it  with  all 
his  souL  His  doctrine  of  reverence  for  power  is  no  more  than  a 
civilised  version  of  the  abject  superstition  which  made  the  savage 
transform  thunder,  war,  and  pestilence  into  divinities,  and  sent 
him  on  his  knees  to  kiss  the  feet  of  white  men  with  fire-arms. 
He  appears  to  think,  with  an  old  French  general,  that,  *  Dieu 
'  est  toujours  pour  les  gros  bataillons.'  The  old-fashioned  truism 
that  *  might  is  right,'  that  *  the  great  soul  of  the  world  is  just,' 
explains  nothing  in  individual  instances.  It  is  like  the  old  story 
of  the  infallibility  of  the  Pope ;  the  dogma  being  true,  who 
shall  decide  when  the  application  is  right?  Such  notions  as 
Mr.  Carlyle's,  if  prevalent,  would  bring  on  a  general  condi- 
tion of  moral  apathy  and  cowardice,  and  if  the  lessons  of  history 
were  to  be  thus  written  and  thus  received,  all  that  ennobles  and 
improves  our  species  would  be  degraded,  confounded,  and  lost. 
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Aet,  V.  —  1.  Monumenta  Epigraphica  Pompeiana,  ad  Fidem 
Archetyporum  expressa.  Pars  prima,  Inscriptionum  Oscarum 
apographa.  Curante  Josepho  FiOBELLio,Ordinis  Acade- 
micorum  Herculanensium  Adlecto.  Atlas  Fol.  Neapoli:  1854. 

2.  Le  Case  ed  i  Monumenti  di  Pompei,  designati  e  descritti. 
Imp.  Fol.  Fasc.  I. — xii.     Napoli:  1854-7. 

3.  Graffiti  de  Pompei,  Inscriptions  et  Gravures  tracees  au 
stylet.  RecueilHes  et  interpr^tfies  par  Kaphael  Gabrucci, 
S.  J.     4to.  Paris:  1856. 

4.  Un  Graffito  blasfemo  net  Palazzo  .  dei  Cesari.  [  Civiltd  Cat- 
iolica.     Serie  3.  vol.  iv.]    8vo.  Roma:   1856. 

5.  Intomo  ad  una  Iscrizione  Osca  recentemente  scavata  in 
Pompei.  Brevi  Osservazioni  del  P.  Raffaelle  Gaerucci. 
4to.  Napoli;  1851. 

HPhe  President  of  the  Herculanean  Academy,  in  an  address 
presented  to  Humboldt  on  the  occasion  of  his  memorable 
visit  to  Naples,  declared  that,  fearful  as  has  been  the  ruin 
wrought  by  the  successive  eruptions  of  Mount  Vesuvius,  never- 
theless the  treasures  of  literature,  science,  and  art  which  it  has 
been  the  means  of  preserving  to  the  modem  world,  more  than 
compensate  for  the  destruction  brought  on  the  victims  of  its 
fury.  There  is  hardly  an  object  connected  with  the  public  or 
private  life  of  the  Romans  of  which  some  actual  representative  is 
not  to  be  found,  either  in  the  remains  of  these  cities,  or  among  the 
numberless  relics  which  have  been  transferred  from  them  to  the 
Bourbon  Museum  at  Naples.  And,  however  we  may  hesitate 
at  the  sweeping  assertion  of  the  enthusiastic  academician,  it  is  no 
great  exaggeration  to  say  that  the  discovery  of  Pompeii  and  its 
sister  city  of  Herculaneum,  has  done  as  much  for  the  elucidation 
of  classical  antiquity,  as  the  united  labours  of  all  the  critics  and 
commentators  since  the  revival  of  letters. 

For  those  too  who  can  pass  beyond  the  mere  technicalities 
of  classical  learning,  Pompeii  has  an  interest  far  higher  than 
this,  and  entirely  independent  of  the  archaeological  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  the  exploration  of  its  remains.  Even  un- 
learned visitors  experience  there  a  sensation  altogether  different 
from  the  impressions  created  by  any  other  renudns  of  an- 
tiquity, hardly  excepting  those  of  Rome  itself.     The  most 
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commonplace  mind  Is  there  irresistibly  carried  back  to  die 
times  and  scenes  stereotyped  in  the  deserted  streets  and  the 
tenantless,  but  ahnost  nnviolated^  homes^  of  this  city  of  the 
dead.  The  very  stains  and  tracks  of  the  goblet  may  still  be 
seen  on  the  drinking-tables  in  the  wine  shops,  as  if  the  noisy 
groups  which  used  of  old  to  gosmp  or  quarrel  over  their  cups 
were  still  seated  round  them.  Fropertius's  curious  allusion  to 
the  practice  of  beUa  depingere  mna,  finds  here  almost  a  literal 
commentary;  for  die  straggling  lines  and  blotches  still  fresh 
upon  the  marble  at  Pompeii  might  be  the  handiwork  of  some 
veteran  of  the  Dacian  or  Marcomannic  war,  'fighting  his 
'battles  o'er  again/  and,  in  the  excitement  of  his  narrative, 
tracing  out  in  the  di^s  of  his  Massic  or  Galenian  wine  a  plan 
of  the  movemmits  and  positions  of  the  hostile  armies.  And 
so  it  is  for  numberless  other  equaUy  curious  detiuls:  the 
shrivelled  olives  in  the  jars ;  the  wine  or  conserves  incrusted 
upon  the  amphor» ;  the  fine  lady's  box  of  cosmetics ;  the  loaded 
dice  of  the  gambler ;  the  carpenter's  tools  laid  ready  to  his  hand; 
the  surgeon's  case  of  instruments;  the  apothecary's  pills  and 
phiab;  the  names  still  legible  over  the  shop-doors;  the  loaf 
with  the  baker's  name  and  the  very  impress  of  his  elbow; 
the  skeleton  with  the  irons  upon  its  ankles;  die  purse  still 
grasped  in  the  bony  hand  of  the  fugitive;  and,  saddest  of 
all,  the  impress  of  that  £Eur  young  fanale  form  stUl  delicately 
visible  in  the  indurated  mass  of  ashes  which  overwhelmed  her ; — 
are  all  so  many  links  connecting  die  past  with  the  present, — 
so  many  evid^ices  of  real  and  tangible  existence,  —  in  the 
presence  of  which  we  foi^t  the  long  interval  of  ages  that 
s^arate  us  from  the  days  to  which  th^  belonged.  Pompeii 
appears,  in  truth,  a  deserted,  but  not  a  ruined  city.  It  would 
seem  as  if  there  Time,  the  great  Destrover,  had  been  baffled 
of  more  than  half  his  work  of  ruin;  and  the  roofless  houses  and 
empty  streets  remind  us  far  more  of  a  place  abandoned  at  no 
very  distant  date  by  its  inhabitants  on  the  approach  of  an  in* 
vading  army,  than  of  a  buried  city,  the  sad  story  of  whose 
destruction  was  already  old  and  forgotten  before  Bome  had 
passed  throng  the  first  phase  of  her  incipient  decav. 

Hence  it  is  that  in  Pompeii,  far  more  than  m  any  odier 
ancient  locality,  if  we  except  the  analogous  deposit  of  early 
Christian  memorialB — the  Catacombs  of  Rome,  we  are  brought 
into  actual  contact  with  the  realities  of  the  every-day  life  of  die 
ancients.  Very  many  most  interesting  objects  of  which  we 
read  in  ancient  authors,  or  winch  we  elsewhere  see  engraved 
upon  ancient  monuments,  have  themselves  been  discovered  here^ 
and  are  still  to  be  seen  in  the  Museum  at  Naples.     Others  are 
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fotmd  depicted  on  tiie  freeooes  of  the  walls^  with  a  yividness  and 
lifelike  truth  of  which  the  written  or  scnlptured  representations, 
elsewhere  accessible,  give  bnt  a  fifdnt  and  imperfect  idea ;  and, 
although  it  is  quite  certain  that  by  far  the  largest  proportion  of 
the  property  of  the  inhabitants  must  have  been  removed  from 
the  dty,  either  before  its  destruction  or  on  a  subsequent  explo- 
ration c^  the  ruins,  yet  the  examples  already  referred  to  will 
show  that,  among  the  objects  which  have  come  down  to  us,  are 
many,  not  only  extremely  perishable  in  their  nature,  but  also  of 
the  very  highest  interest,  as  illustrating  tiie  domestic  life  and 
manners  of  the  period. 

It  need  hardly  be  sdd,  therefore,  that  on  the  first  news  of  its 
diflooyery,  dassical  antiquaries  were  not  slow  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  great  resources  of  this  ancient  treasure-house ;  and 
it  must  be  owned  that  they  have  turned  them  sedulously  to 
acoount  Most  of  the  illustrations  of  the  admirable  antiquarian 
dictionaries  and  sinnlar  aids  to  study,  which  it  is  the  luxury  of 
the  present  generation  to  enjoy,- are  directly  copied  from  the 
objects  themi^ves  as  foimd  in  Pompeii  The  publications  of 
Mazois  and  Sir  William  Gell  supply  to  more  advanced  readers 
what  may  ahnost  be  called  &csimiles  of  every  monument  of 
interest  discovered  up  to  the  time  of  their  publication.  The 
magnificent  work  of  the  Signori  Niocolini,  *  Le  Case  ed  i  Monu- 
*  menti  di  Fompei,'  now  in  progress,  promises  to  surpass  them  all 
immeaBurably  in  the  completeness  of  its  plan,  the  correctness  of 
its  detail,  and,  above  all,  in  the  splendour  and  beauty  of  its 
execution,  upon  which  all  the  resources  of  modem  art  have  been 
lavishly  expended.  The  plates  of  this  gorgeous  volume  may 
truly  be  called  reproductions,  rather  than  representations,  of  the 
oaiginal ;  and  although  its  costliness  and  rarity  must  of  necessity 
lestnct  its  circulation  within  a  very  narrow  compass,  yet  there 
are  many  popular  compilations  in  the  various  languages  of 
Europe —  that  of  the  Library  of  Entertaining  Knowledge  in 
English,  Breton's  *Pompeia'  in  French,  and  Overbeck's'Pompeji' 
in  German,  which  have  not  only  brought  home  to  unlearned 
leaders  all  tiie  most  striking  and  important  general  results  of 
tiie  earlier  explorations,  but  have  continued,  at  least  in  outline, 
the  history  of  the  discoveries  down  to  the  date  of  their  pub- 
lication. 

Nevertheless,  even  a  cursory  glance  at  the  publications 
named  at  the  head  of  these  pages,  and  still  more  an  ex- 
amination of  the  literary  journals,  or  of  the  proceedings  of  any 
of  the  learned  societies  of  Naples,  wHl  show  that  there  is  still 
much  to  be  learned  by  the  general  reader,  both  as  to  the  present 
condition  of  the  remains  of  Herculaneum  and  Fompeii,  and  as  to 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


414  The  Graffiti  of  PampeiL  Oct. 

the  actual  results  of  the  more  recent  investigations  into  their 
history  by  the  local  scholars  and  archaeologists.  Very  few  out- 
side of  Naples  are  aware  of  the  amount  of  learning  and  industry 
which  has  been  expended  of  late  years  upon  these  studies,  or  of 
the  minute  and  systematic  examination  to  which  all  their  detidls 
have  been  subjected.  The  new  series  of  the  *  Bulletino  Archeo- 
*  logico'  is  a  complete  repertory  of  classical  scholarship;  and  there 
are  few  fascicoli  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Herculanean  Academy 
which  do  not  contain  papers  of  interest,  not  alone  for  the  special 
questions  of  Pompeian  or  Herculanean  archaeology  upon  which, 
they  bear,  but  for  the  various  and  accurate  general  information 
which  they  contain.  And  although  many  of  the  subjects  which 
they  discuss  may  appear  to  ordinary  readers  to  possess  very 
little  practical  utility,  the  manner  in  which  they  are  treated  is 
such  as  amply  to  repay  a  careful  study.  There  is  a  series 
of  papers*,  for  example,  on  the  skeletons  and  even  the  detached 
bones  discovered  at  Pompeii,  which,  unpromising  as  the  topic 
might  seem,  the  author  has  contrived  to  make  the  vehicle  of  a 
mass  of  most  curious  learning  both  old  and  new,  on  the  sciences 
of  anatomy,  physiology,  and  pathology,  as  studied  by  the  an- 
cients. He  has  employed  the  relics  of  these  unknown  and  long- 
forgotten  Pompeians  as  witnesses  of  the  character  and  pursuits, 
as  well  as  of  the  physical  conformation,  of  the  generation  to 
which  they  belonged ;  nay,  some  of  them,  which  retain  traces 
of  former  fractures  and  other  injuries,  are  used  with  great 
ingenuity  and  ability  as  tests,  both  of  the  nature  of  the  ancient 
practice  of  surgery,  and  of  the  actual  skill  of  the  operator  to 
whom  the  treatment  of  the  injury  was  entrusted.  Another 
series  by  the  Cavaliere  Vulpesf,  descriptive  of  the  various 
surgical  instruments  found  in  Herculaneum  and  Pompeii,  con- 
tains a  greater  amount  of  information  on  the  state  of  surgical 
science  among  the  ancients  than  we  have  ever  seen  brought 
together  by  any  single  writer.  These  papers  have  been  collected 
into  a  separate  publication  illustrated  by  many  admirable  en- 
gravings. The  existence  of  the  collection  of  instruments  to 
which  they  relate  has  long  been  known ;  but  Cavaliere  Vulpes 
has  been  the  first  to  subject  it  to  a  detailed  examination.     The 

*  *  Cenno  notomico-patologico  sulle  OssaUmane  scavate  in  Pompei. 
*  Dal  Signer  Stefano  delle  Chiaje.  Napoli,  1853.'  Signer  delle  Chiaje 
is  well  known  as  one  of  the  most  voluminous  m^ical  writers  of 
modern  Italy. 

j-  niustrozioni  di  tutti  gli  Strumenti  chirurgici  scavati  in  Pompei, 
che  ora  conservansi  nel  B1  Museo  Borbonico  di  Napoli  comprese  in 
sette  Memorie  lette  all*  Accademia  ercolanese,  dal  Cav.  Vulpes. 
Napoli,  1847. 
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instruments*  are  for  the  most  part  in  excellent  preservation. 
They  are  above  two  hundred  in  number,  and  may  be  supposed 
to  comprise  specimens  of  most  of  the  instruments  known  to 
the  surgeons  of  the  classic  times,  not  only  lancets,  scalpels, 
forcipes,  needles,  histories,  &c,  but  also  implements  of  dental 
surgery,  cauterising  irons,  catheters  of  various  forms,  cupping 
instruments  of  glass  and  of  horn,  and  even  specula  and  other 
^pliances  of  the  accoucheur.  It  would  be  out  of  place  here  to 
enter  into  so  technical  a  subject,  but  we  can  promise  even  to 
improfessional  scholars  that  they  will  be  much  interested  by  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  treated,  and  by  the  learning  with  which  it 
is  illustrated  from  the  ancient  medical  authorities,  Hippocrates, 
GtJen,  Paul  of  Egina,  and  most  of  all  from  Celsus,  who  is  espe- 
cially minute  and  elaborate  on  the  uses  of  instruments  in  the 
healing  art. 

We  only  allude,  indeed,  to  these  and  other  recent  publications 
of  the  same  school,  as  specimens  of  the  curious  lines  of  inquiry 
into  which  the  learning  or  ingenuity  of  the  archasolc^ists  of 
Naples  has  turned  itself  of  late  years.  The  subject  with  wluch 
we  are  directly  concerned  is  one  of  much  more  general  interest 
— a  particular  dass  among  the  numerous  inscriptions,  which,  after 
the  lapse  of  so  many  ages,  are  still  discoverable  in  Pompeii.  The 
general  subject  of  Pompeian  inscriptions  has  long  been  familiar 
to  the  learned.  Almost  immediately  upon  the  first  disinterment 
of  the  city;  all  those  which  appeared,  whether  on  the  public 
monuments  or  on  the  private  buildings,  were  subjected  to  a 
careful  examination.  Many  of  them  were  published  soon 
after;  and  since  that  time  the  results  of  each  new  discovery  have 
been  carefuUy  chronicled,  as  the  occasion  arose.  All  these 
M.  Mommsen,  in  his  general  work  '  Inscriptiones  Begni 
Neapolitani,'  has  collected  from  .the  various  publications 
through  which  they  were  dispersed;  and  as  many  of  them, 
owing  to  the  haste  or  inexpertness  of  the  original  transcriber, 
were  exceedingly  inaccurate,  he  has  carefully  revised,  and  as  far 
as  possible  corrected,  the  text  of  the  entire  collection. 

There  is  another  class  of  Pompeian  inscriptions,  however, 
which,  in  the  abundance  of  more  obvious  and  more  striking 
objects  of  interest,  was  for  a  long  time  overlooked;  a  class, 
too,  which,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  is  only  to  be 
met  with  at  Pompeii,  or  in  the  few  ancient  localities  which 

*  A  large  proportion  of  the  instruments  now  in  the  Museum,  it  is 
trufe,  were  discovered  in  Herculaneum,  and  are  described  by  Bayardi 
in  his  ^  Catalogo  degli  Antichi  Monument].'  But  a  number  of  most 
interesting  instruments  were  also  found  at  Pompeii  in  a  house  since 
known  as  the  •  Surgeon's  House,'  or  the  *  School  of  Surgery.' 
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resemble  Pempeii,  in  having  lain  for  ages  completely  buried^  and 
as  it  were  hermetically  sealed  against  the  action  of  light  and 
air ;  such  as  the  substructions  of  the  Palace  of  the  CaBsars,  the 
tombs  on  the  Latin  Way^  and,  above  all,  the  cataccnnbs  of  Sant^ 
Agnese  and  San  Callisto,  at  Rome.  We  allude  to  the  so-called 
graffiti^ y  or  street-scribblings, —  the  names,  words,  or  sentences, 
which  are  found  rudely  traced  in  charcoal  or  red  chalk,  or 
scratched  with  a  stylus  on  the  plaster  of  the  walls  or  pillars 
in  the  public  places  of  the  city.  In  the  ardour  of  a  first 
exploration,  fragments  like  these  were  naturally  n^lectedfor 
what  seemed  to  be  of  higher  and  more  permanent  importance ; 
but  it  cannot  be  doubted  that,  rightly  considered,  they  are 
not  only  extremely  curious  in  themselves,  but  also  calculated 
to  throw  light  on  the  every^day  life  and  manners  of  the 
ancient  world,  or  at  least  to  exhibit  some  of  the  lighter 
traits  of  popular  character  and  the  tone  of  mind  which  pre- 
vailed among  a  class  to  whose  feelings  and  habits,  as  being 
unrepresented  in  the  higher  literature,  hardly  any  other  due 
is  now  obtainable.  Person  used  to  say  that  more  of  the 
every-day  life  of  the  Athenians  would  be  learned  from  a  single 
newspaper  such  as  ours,  than  from  all  the  comedies  of  Aristo- 
phanes. What  the  newspaper  would  have  told  of  the  higher 
and  more  educated  class,  a  few  specimens  of  what  Mr.  Mayhew 
describes  as  *  patter  literature,'  would  disclose  of  the  street  Ufe  of 
the  ancients ;  but,  highly  as  we  should  prize  a  Pompeian  street- 
ballad  or  broadsheet,  we  cannot  help  thinking  that,  at  least  as 
regards  the  out-of-door  life  of  the  population  of  Pompeii^  these 
random  smbblings  afford  by  no  means  a  bad  substitute. 

Many  curious  and  interesting  gleanings  of  them^  indeed, 
both  at  Pompeii  and  elsewhere,  have  already  been  0iade  public^ 
and  more  than  one  eminent  scholar  has  applied  himself  to  the 
subject  as  a  special  study.  But  up  to  the  present  time  the 
skilful  and  systematic  researches  of  Father  Grarmcci,  author 
of  the  *  Grraffiti  di  Pompei,'  have  thrown  the  labours  of  all  former 
explorers  into  the  shade.  He  may  be  said  to  have  elevated  the 
subject  to  the  dignity  of  a  distinct  branch  of  classical  anti- 
quarianism,  and  he  has  even  turned  it  to  the  illustration  of 
sacred  antiquities.  A  graffito  discovered  by  him  at  Biome,  to 
which  we  shall  hereafter  allude,  is,  in  our  opinion,  one  of  the 
most  curious  and  interesting  monuments  of  the  early  conflict  of 
Christianity  and  Paganism  which  has  reached  our  time. 

•  It  is  hard  to  find  an  English  equivalent  for  this  word,  which,*  in 
its  literal  acceptation,  means  *  scratchings,'  with  a  stylus  or  pointed 
instrument.  It  includes,  however,  scribblings  with  charcoal  or  red 
chalk.  The  French  have  adopted  it  into  their  vocabulary,  untranidated. 
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The  practice  of  scribbling  upon  walls,  if  we  may  trust  the 
proverb,  has-  been  the  resource  of  idlers  and  fools  since  men  first 
learned  to  express  their  thoughts  in  writing.  We  meet  it  in 
every  country.  Some  of  the  most  venerable  monuments  of 
Egyptian  art  have  been  profaned  bv  it.  The  majestic  ruins  in 
the  valley  of  the  Nile  exhibit  a  series  of  these  idle  scribblings, 
stretching  from  the  days  of  the  Ptolemies  down  to  the  reign  of 
Queen  Victoria.  In  the  rocky  passes  of  the  peninsula  of  Siniu, 
ade  by  side  with  those  mysterious  inscriptions  which  have  long 
perplexed  critics  and  archaeologists,  are  to  be  found  travellers'  or 
pilgrims'  names  and  salutations,  in  Greek  or  Liatin,  which, 
although  of  somewhat  uncertain  age,  undoubtedly  belong  at 
least  to  the  time  of  the  first  Byzantine  empire.  In  the  cities 
of  Greece  and  Italy  the  practice  was  early  and  tmiversaL 
Aristophanes  and  his  scholiasts  frequently  allude  to  it*  The 
western  gate  of  Athens  was  covered  with  scribblings  in  the  time 
of  Lucianf ;  and  from  Plautus'  play  of  the  Merchant\  it  is  clear 
that  the  doors  and  porticoes  ot  private  houses  at  Bome  were 
exposed  to  the  same  aiinoyance.  The  subjects  of  this  wall 
literature  of  the  ancients  appear  to  have  been  very  miscel- 
laneous. Sometimes  it  confined  itself  to  the  humble  office  of 
the  modem  bill-sticker,  at  least  if  we  may  argue  from  Proper- 
tins'  instruction  to  his  slave  about  advertising  the  lost  tablets : 

^  I  pner,  et  citus  htec  aliqna  propone  colnmna, 
Et  dominmn  Esquilii  scribe  habitare  tuum.* 

Many  of  the  inscriptions  were  of  a  religious  character,  as  the 
verses  on  the  fountain  and  the  God  Clitumnus  referred  to  by 
Pliny§ ;  others,  especially  in  later  times,  were  political  in  their 
object.  Thus  Tiberius  Gracchus  was  mainly  encouraged  in  the 
agitation  of  his  agrarian  scheme  by  the  addresses  written  upon 
*  the  houses,  pilhu^,  and  monuments  of  the  (Uty.'||  On  the 
other  hand,  Cicero,  in  his  invective  against  Yerres,  appeals  to 
the  verses  about  Verres'  mistress,  Pipa,  which  were  written  up, 
not  only  in  his  court,  but  even  over  the  tribunal  where  he  used 
to  sit  in  judgment.  The  great  majority  of  the  writings,  how- 
ever, appear  to  have  been  personal,  and  for  the  most  part  of  a 
satirical  imd  often  grossly  libellous  character ;  and  an  allusion 
in  the  treatise  *  De  Cereo  Paschali,'  attributed  to  St  Jerome, 
shows  that  even  Christians  were  not  strangers  to  the  practice.^ 

*  See  Achamians,  v.  144.;   WaspSy  v.  99,  &c. 

f  Luciani  opp.  p.  711.  (Didot's  ed.) 

1  Act  II.  sc  3.  '  §  Ep.  viii.  8. 

f  Plutarch's  Lives :   Tib.  Gracchus,  vol.  v.  p.  8. 

1  *Per  omnes  columnas  tibi  Manichaei  titulus  adscribetur.' 
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The  first  notice  of  any  inscription  of  this  class  discovered  at 
Pompeii  occurs  in  the  *  Journal  de  Fouilles'  for  Oct  18.  1765, 
some  specimens  of  which  are  given  bj  Father  Grarrucci  (p.  9.); 
and  about  twenty  years  later  a  small  collection^  consisting  of  a 
few  pages^  was  published  by  the  celebrated  antiquarian  of 
Hanover,  M.  Murr*,  for  whom  they  had  been  transcribed  on 
the  spot  by  a  friend  who  visited  Pompeii  about  the  year  1783. 
None  of  the  inscriptions  of  either  collection,  however,  appear 
to  have  possessed  much  value ;  and  were  it  not  that  a  few  frag- 
ments are  given  in  the  *  Museo  Beale  Borbonico,'  and  that  an 
occasional  reference  is  made  to  others  in  communications  to 
the  Archaeological  Journals  of  Bome  and  Naples,  the  subject, 
for  nearly  half  a  century,  might  be  supposed  to  have  been 
altogether  forgotten  by  the  antiquaries  of  Italy. 

It  is  gratifying  to  think  that  for  the  first  really  interesting 
publication  on  the  subject  (in  1837)  we  are  indebted  to  an 
English  scholar.  Dr.  X)hristopher  Wordsworth,  at  that  time 
Head  Master  of  Harrow  SchooL  On  his  return  to  England, 
after  a  visit  to  the  spot.  Dr.  Wordswdrth,  in  a  letter  addressed 
to  his  travelling  companion,  published  a  detailed  account  of  a 
number  of  these  inscriptions  (for  the  most  part  accompanied  by 
facsimiks),  which  took  the  learned  entirely  by  surprise,  even  in 
Naples  itself.  It  would  appear  as  if  these  particular  inscriptions, 
the  chief  part  of  which  are  from  the  outer  wall  of  the  Basilica, 
had  not,  until  then,  been  observed  by  the  local  antiquaries ;  and, 
immediately  upon  the  appearance  of  Dr.  Wordsworth's  essay, 
they  were  carefully  removed,  under  the  direction  of  the  eminent 
antiquary,  Si^or  Avellino,  to  the  Museum  at  Naples,  together 
with  many  o^er  similar  ones  from  different  localities  in  PompeiL 
A  short  time  afterwards  (1840)  Signer  Avellino  published  a 
memoir  on  a  series  of  rude  graffiti  of  gladiators,  with  inscriptions 
of  the  same  character ;  a  similar  coUection  is  appended  to  an 
essay  on  an  Oscan  inscription  published  by  Baimondo  Ghiarinl 
(1839)t;  and,  from  that  year  till  its  suspension  in  1848,  the 
Archsolorical  Journal  of  Naples  reg^ularly  devoted  a  considerable 
amount  of  its  space  to  the  publication  and  elucidation  of  these 
so-called  graffiti.  But  by  far  the  most  comprehensive,  as  well  as 
the  most  magnificent,  work  on  the  subject  of  the  graffiti^  will  be, 
when  completed,  that  of  Signer  Fiorelli,  which  stands  first  in 
the  list  prefixed  to  these  pages,  and  which  is  the  fruit  of  upwards 
of  nine  years  of  laborious  research.     As  yet  it  has  made  but 

•  Korimbergse,  1792  ;  with  a  supplementary  sheet  in  1793. 
t  In  Cippum  osco-abellanum  Divinatio  Rajmundi  Guarini.     8vo. 
Neapoli:  1839. 
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little  progress ;  but  it  is  intended  to  consist  of  three  parts,  the 
first  comprising  the  Oscan  graffiti;  the  second,  those  in  Greek ; 
and  the  third,  those  in  Latin.  The  last  of  these  parts  is  by  far 
the  most  considerable,  and  is  that  which  will  contain  all  the  really 
important  graffitu  The  illustrations  are  on  a  scale  of  the  utmost 
magnificence,  being  printed  not  only  in  the  colours  and  forms  of 
the  originals,  but  in  their  exact  dimensions.  The  plates  of  the 
portion  already  printed  are  of  enormous  size,  each  bemg  made  up 
of  several  sheets  of  the  largest  folio. 

Unfortunately,  however,  Ihe  parts  of  Signer  Fiorelli's  work 
publbhed  up  to  the  present  time  only  comprise  the  first  portion 
of  the  entire,  the  Oscan  graffitu  For  the  Greek  and  Latin 
graffiti,  we  must  still,  until  the  completion  of  the  *  Monumenta 
^  Epigraphica,'  have  recourse  to  the  less  magnificent,  but  never- 
theless very  comprehensive  and  interesting  collection  of  Father 
Garrucci,  and  the  atlas  of  illustrations  which  accompanies  it* 
Father  Gkurucci's  *  Graffiti  di  Pompei '  is  a  careful  resume  of 
all  that  has  been  done  by  those  who  have  gone  before  him  in 
the  inquiry,  together  with  much  interesting  matter  collected 
by  himself.  He  has,  moreover,  collated  the  text  of  his  predeces- 
sors, in  most  cases,  with  the  actual  inscriptions.  This,  however, 
has  not  been  always  possible,  as  a  considerable  number  of  the 
graffiti  are  no  longer  legible;  for  although  the  arclueologists 
of  Naples — unlike  the  notorious  Abb6  Fourmont,  who  in  his 
visit  to  Athens  and  other  dties  of  Greece  made  it  a  point  to 
obliterate  every  inscription  as  soon  as  he  had  copied  it,  lest  some 
other  should  share  the  glory  of  the  work — have  taken  great 
pains  to  preserve  these  interesting  relics,  yet  in  very  many 
cases  the  firail  and  perishable  nature  of  the  material  has  rendered 
their  efforts  unavfuling. 

Dr.  Wordsworth's  little  collection  would  in  itself  deserve  a 
detailed  notice ;  more  especially  as  the  inscriptions  which  it  con- 
tains are  chiefly  of  one  character,  — verses  and  similar  literary 
scraps,  scratched  upon  the  wall  of  the  Court-house  portico  — 
the  Pompeian  *  SfJle  des  Pas  perdus  *  —  probably  by  briefless 
lawyers  or  expectant  clients  as  they  lounged  away  the  idle 
hours  within  its  precincts.  It  happens,  moreover,  that  this  is 
precisely  the  class  of  inscriptions  for  the  illustration  of  which 
the  taste  and  scholarship  of  such  an  editor  as  Dr.  Wordsworth 
are  peculiarly  adapted.  But,  as  P.  Garrucci  has  included  these 
inscriptions  in  his  collection,  and  especially  as  he  has,  in  some 
instances,  connected  Dr.  Wordsworth's  readings  of  the  original, 
we  shall  not  separate  them  from  the  general  body. 

It  is  difficult  to  give  a  full  and  satisfactory  account  of  these 
curious  compositions  without  distributing  them  into  classes. 
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either  according  to  the  subject-matter,  or  according  to  the 
localities  from  whidi  they  are  severally  derived.  But  Padre 
Garrucci  has  not  followed  this  plan.  It  is  obvious  that  any  at- 
tempt at  such  a  classification  would  be  out  of  place  in  an  eseay 
like  the  present;  and  we  must  content  ourselves  with  a  genend 
account  of  the  most  remarkable  of  the  graffitiy  together  with 
such  observations  on  their  peculiarities  of  paleography  and 
language,  as  may  appear  interesting  to  the  general  scholar. 

Very  many  of  the  graffitiy  indeed,  hardly  admit  of  r^pilar 
classification  y  being,  as  might  be  anticipated,  of  a  most  motley 
character.  Some  are  scraps  of  poetry  from  well-known  authors ; 
others  are  doggrel  verses  or  short  sentences  of  unknown  origin. 
Some  are  expressions  of  affection  for  a  friend,  or  of  respect 
for  a  master  or  benefactor.  Some  simply  record,  in  the  very 
same  terms  which  may  still  be  read  in  any  place  of  public  re- 
sort, that  the  writer  visited  the  spot  on  such  or  such  a  day. 
Some  are  mere  names,  or  names  accompanied  by  an  epithet, 
complimentary  or  otherwise,  as  the  case  may  be.  Thus  we  are 
told  of  one  that  he  was  a  pilferer  {furuncultis) ;  of  another^ 
that  he  was  a  downright  thief  {fur);  while  a  third,  a  certiun 
Oppius,  as  if  uniting  the  bad  qualities  of  both  characters^  is 
addressed,  oppi  smbolasi*,  fur  furukculs  !  Some  extol 
the  charms,  or  deplore  the  cruelty,  of  a  mistress;  some  are 
advertisements  of  lost  property,  with  a  promise  of  reward  for 
its  restoration,  or  for  the  discovery  of  the  thief.  Some  have 
all  the  pretension  of  philosophical   apophth^ms;  as,  Mnnionc 

HALUM    FIT    COKTEMNENDO     MAXIMUM;     Or,   NON     EST     EXILIUK    EX 

PATRiA  SAPiENTiBus;  othcrs  appear  to  be  the  first  efforts  of 
schoolboys  practising  their  morning  lesson  —  lists  of  nonns, 
verbs,  or  adverbs,  seemingly  intended  to  be  committed  to 
memory;  or  even  early  essays  in  penmanship, — ill-formed 
letters,  half-finished  alphabets,  and  other  similar  fragments. 

A  large  number  of  them  consist  of  lists  of  champions  in  ihe 
arena,  generally  followed  by  an  enumeration  of  their  victories, 
and  often  accompanied  by  a  grotesque  illustration  rudely 
scratched  upon  the  wall.  Many  of  them  are  evidently  lampoons, 
and  the  figures  which  accompany  them,  caricatures.  Many,  too, 
are  mere  ribaldry,  sometimes  of  the  grossest  and  most  dis- 
gusting tendency.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add  that,  from  almost  all, 
in  addition  to  the  light  which  they  throw  on  the  social  and 

*  Probably  Emboliaru  The  name  designated  a  particalar  class 
of  actors  who  appeared  chiefly  in  the  Embolium  or  interlude.  It  is 
more  commonly  used  in  the  femimne,  and  it  would  seem  as  if  the 
Embolium  were  chiefly  intended  for  female  characters.  They  were 
generally  not  of  the  best  reputation. 
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moral  condition  of  Pompeii,  much  may  be  learned  illustrating 
not  only  the  pal«u)graphy,  but  also  the  popular  idioms  and  the 
peculiar  orthography,  of  the  city,  and  perhaps  of  the  period 
generally. 

It  would  be  vain  of  course  to  look  to  such  a  quarter  for  new 
lights  on  the  literature  of  the  period.  The  writers  of  graffiti 
are  generally  of  a  class  laying  but  litde  claim  to  the  literary 
character.  Father  Garrucci  imagines  (p.  61.),  that  he  discovers 
in  one  of  the  graffiti  the  names  of  two  dramatists  hitherto  un- 
known, Acdus  Csesius,  and  Amaranthus.  But  we  must  confess 
that  this  conclusion  appears  to  us  exceedingly  doubtful ;  nor 
indeed  do  we  fully  understand  the  argument  on  which  it  is 
founded.  On  the  whole,  indeed,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
the  literary  value  of  the  graffiti  is  extremely  trifling. 

The  poetry  popular  with  the  majority  of  the  scribblers  at 
Pompeii  was  of  the  very  lightest,  and  chiefly  of  the  amatory 
school.  Ovid  and  Propertius  seem  the  great  favourites.  There 
are  two  or  three  phrases  and  broken  lines  from  Virgil ;  but  we 
find  only  one  complete  verse  from  that  author  *  — 
'Carminibus  Circe  socios  mutavit  Olyxis;* 

which  is  only  noticeable  for  the  peculiar  orthography  of  the 
name  of  Ulysses ;  and,  strangely  enough,  not  a  single  line  from 
Horace  has  yet  been  discovered.  The  citations  from  Ovid  are 
mainly  from  the  Amores  and  the  Ars  Amatoria.  One  of  these, 
from  the  latter  book,  exhibits  a  singular  reading  of  the  well- 
known  lines  t  — 

'  Quid  magis  est  saxo  durum,  quid  mdlius  unda  ? 
Dura  tamen  molli  saxa  cavantur  aqua.' 

The  Pompeian  scribbler  wrote : — 

'  Quid  pote  tarn  durum  saxsoy  aut  quid  mollius  unda  ? 
Dura  tamen  molli  saxsa  cavantur  aqua.' 

The  form  quid  pote  is  plainly  one  of  those  Gnecisms  which 
lingered  so  long  in  Magna  Grsecia ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  say  how 
much  of  the  remainder  of  the  reading  is  due  to  local  idiom,  and 
how  much  to  the  individual  scribe,  especially  as,  in  most  other 
cases,  the  words  of  the  original  are  tolerably  exactly  rendered. 

In  one  case  the  writer  has  brought  together,  and  written  as 
one  continuous  passage,  two  couplets  of  like  import,  one  from 
Ovid  X  and  one  from  Propertius.  §  We  can  imagine  some  dis- 
appointed suitor  writmg  it  upon  the  door-post  of  his  venal 
mistress :  — 

♦  Eel.  viii.  70.  t  I>e  Art.  Am.  i.  475. 

X  Amor.  I.  viii.  77.  §  El.  rv.  v.  47. 
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'  Surda  sit  oranti  tua  janua,  laxa  ferenti ; 
Audiat  exclusi  verba  receptus  amans. 
Janitor  ad  dantis  vigilet :  si  pulsat  inanis, 
Surdus  in  obductam  somniet  usque  seram.' 

In  other  cases  we  meet  tender  appeals,  such  as  love-sick 
swains  still  offer  to  their  Delias  and  their  Chloes.     Thus  :-^ 

'  Scribenti  mi  dictat  Amor,  mostratque  Cupido ; 
Ah !  peream^  sine  te  si  deus  esse  velim !' 

Occasionally  we  find  paraphrases  or  imitations  of  some  popnkr 
strophe^  applied  at  second  hand  to  the  writer's  own  flame.  Thus 
an  artful  Fompeian  lover  has  translated  Propertius's 

'  Cinthia  me  docuit  castas  odisse  puellas,' 
into 

'  Candida  me  docuit  nigras  odisse  puellas.' 

It  would  be  tedious,  however,  to  multiply  quotations.  The 
few  which  we  have  given  will  suffice  as  a  specimen,  as  well  of 
the  poetical  tastes  of  the  Pompeians,  as  of  the  assiduity  with 
which  the  lessons  of  the  Ars  Amatoria  were  cultivated  among 
them.  Love,  indeed,  is  the  burden  of  a  vast  number  of  the 
inscriptions.  '  Crispus '  and  *  Septumius '  make  no  scruple  of 
recording  their  love  for  *  Rufa '  or  *  Avitilla.'  More  bashful 
lovers,  who  preserve  their  own  incognito,  beseechingly  appeal 
to  their  cruel  mistress  under  her  proper  name :  tale  mea. 
SAVA,  FAC  ME  AMES.  (p.  89.)  Evcu  the  fair  themselves  do  not 
shrink  from  avowing  their  flame.     A  nameless  fair  one  *  loves 

*  Casuntius  '    (p.    76.);     *Nonia,'  less  diffident,   *  salutes  her 

*  Pagurus '  (p.  81.) ;  *  Auge  loves  Arabienus '  (p.  83.)  *  Methe' 
(p.  89.),  still  more  melting,  *  loves  Chrestus  in  her  hearty  and 
prays  that  *  Pompeian  Venus  may  be  propitious  to  them,  and 

*  that  they  may  ever  love  in  concord.'  In  a  word,  to  live  and 
love  would  seem  to  have  been  the  philosophy  of  life  at 
Pompeii.  Thus  one  inscription  proclaims  suavis  amob  ;  another 
declares,  nemo  est  bellus  nisi  qui  amavit  ;  a  third  pronounces 
the  sweeping  denunciation  — 

'  QUISQUIS  AHAT  TALEAT,  PEBEAT  QUI  PABCIT  AMABE  :  ' 

It  were  well  if  these  were  the  only  evidences  of  the  licen- 
tious manners  of  Pompeii  which  the  graffiti  supply;  but 
there  are  others  of  a  far  more  revolting  character.  Into  these, 
of  course,  P.  Grarrucci  does  not  enter;  but  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  many  of  the  street  scribblings  fully  confirm,  if 
indeed  they  do  not  darken,  the  hateful  impressions,  r^arding 
Pompeian  morality   which  were    produced   by  the  pictures, 
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images,  and  other  relics  of  the  city,  brought  to  light  by  the 
earlier  explorations. 

The  very  worst  of  these*  revelations,  it  must  be  confessed,  are 
borne  out  by  the  graffiti.  Many  of  the  persons  who  form  the 
subject  of  their  strictures  are  described  as  making  immorality 
their  profession.  A  large  proportion  of  the  epithets,  too,  con- 
tain allusions  of  the  darkest  and  most  disgusting  character, 
while  the  sentiment  of  some  of  the  graffiti  themselves  exhibits 
a  cynicism  at  once  so  gross  and  so  unblushing  that  we  can  only 
understand  their  presence  in  a  public  place  by  supposing  the 
whole  tone  of  the  public  mind  to  be  sunk  to  those  lowest 
depths  of  hideous  and  unnatui*al  depravity,  of  which  so  awful 
a  picture  is  drawn  in  St.  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Romans. 

The  reader  will  gladly  turn  with  us  to  the  other  themes 
suggested  by  P.  Grarrucci's  volume.  There  are  few  metrical 
grcffitiy  except  of  the  class  to  which  we  have  been  alluding; 
nor,  in  general,  do  the  others  seem  to  contain  much  that  is 
specially  characteristic.     Still  some  of  them  are  amusing. 

The  following  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  written  over  his 
empty  platter,  by  some  grumbler,  just  cheated  of  his  supper  by 
the  unexpected  incursion  of  a  hungry  guest,  who  ate  up  the  dish 
which  had  been  prepared  for  himself. 

*  QUOI  [cui]  PERNA  COCTA  EST,  SI  CONVIV-fi  APPONITUR, 
NON  GUSTAT  PERNAM,  LINGrr  OLLAM  AUT  CACCABUM.' 

Another  pentameter  verse  betrays  a  disappointed  diner-out, 
venting  his  ill-humour  against  some  inhospitable  churl  who  had 
failed  to  ask  him  to  dinner,  and  whom  in  his  indignation  he  sets 
down  as  a  barbarian : — 

'  AT  QUEH  NON  C(£NO,  BARBARUS  ILLE  MIHI  EST. 

Again,  a  jealous  husband  or  lover  warns  off*  his  rival  in  the  fol- 
lowing puzzling  quatrain: — 

*  QUISQUIS  AHAT  VENIAT  VENEBI  VOLO  FRANGERE  COSTAS 
FUSTIBUS,  £T  LUMBA8  DEBILITARE  BENE. 
SERMO  EST  ILLE  MIHI  TENERUM  PBRTUNDERE  PECTUS 

QUOI  [cui]  EGO  NON  POSSIH  CAPUT  ILLUD  FRANGERE  FUSTA.' 

There  is  a  story  of  an  Irishman  writing  to  his  mother  to 
inform  her  that  he  *  had  just  died  and  wanted  money  for  his 
^  ixmeral.'  This  wag  may  be  supposed  to  have  stolen  the  idea 
from  the  following  grotesque  letter ;  which  is  further  amusing 
for  the  drollery  with  which  it  mimics  the  formalities  of  the 
fashionable  epistolary  style  of  the  Augustan  age : — 

*  Pyrrhus  C.  Heio  conlegae  salutera.  Molest^  fero  quia  audivi  te 
mortuom :  itaque  vale.' 
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The  graffiti  of  the  purely  personal  class  cannot  be  expected  to 
present  much  novelty.  Whatever  of  interest  they  may  originally 
have  had  must,  of  course,  have  depended  in  great  measure  on 
allusions  and  associations  which  it  is  now  impossible  to  realise. 
They  are  for  the  most  part,  mutatis  nominibusy  just  such  as  the 
mischievous  street-wags  of  the  present  day  might  be  supposed 
to  deal  in ;  and  tell  us  that  some  long-forgotten  *  Cinthia  was  a 
'pretty  girl,*  or  that  some  Pyrrhus,  now  imknown  to  fame,  'was 
*  a  fine  fellow  in  his  day ;'  that  '  Primus  was  as  blind  as  a  bat ;' 
or  that '  Epaphras  had  lost  his  hair.'  An  inscription  which  de- 
nounces one  Coemus  as  a  consummate  villain  for  marrying  hia 
own  daughter,  is  noticeable  for  what  our  youngest  schoolboy 
would  condemn  as  an  unpardonable  solecism, 

*  Cosmus  nequiti(B  est  magnusshlc  :  ducetJUiam^ 

But  inmost  cases  the  interest  which  these  inscriptions  originally 
possessed  is  lost  with  the  history  of  the  individuals.  Some  of 
them  clearly  must  have  had  a  story  in  their  day,  and  afford 
endless  scope  for  conjecture  and  speculation.  We  cannot 
doubt,  for  example,  that  there  was  some  jest,  under  a  half- 
defaced  fragment  which  quizzes  '  sheep-faced  Lygnus,  strutting 
'about  like  a  peacock  and  taking  airs  on  the  strength  of 
his  good  looks.'  In  like  manner,  things  must  have  come 
to  a  curious  pass  between  Virgula  and  her  Tertius,  be- 
fore she  could  have  brought  herself  to  write  up  on  the  wall: 
VIRGULA  TEBTio  suo :  INDECEN8  E8.  And  wc  may  casily  imagine 
what  a  town's  talk  Miccio  had  become,  when  a  mischievous 
wag  could  venture  to  write:  hiccionis  statum  coNsm'BRATB. 
But,  amusing  as  such  fancies  might  prove,  it  would  be  idle 
to  speculate  farther  regarding  them.  Who  Virgula  and  her 
Tertius  were,  and  what  was  the  nature  of  their  quarrel,  what 
were  Lygnus's  little  vanities,  or  what  the  cause  of  Miccio's 
notoriety,  must  now  for  ever  remain  a  secret. 

There  are  some  of  these  graffiti^  however,  which  are  suffi- 
ciently interesting,  even  where  there  is  no  clue  to  the  allusions 
which  they  contain.  There  is  one  which,  with  very  little  effort 
of  fancy,  might  supply  materials  for  a  regular  novel :  tenemus  ! 
TENSHUS !  (it  bursts  out  abruptly)  bes  cebta  ;  rouola  hkic 
CUM  scELABATO  MOBATUR !  '  We  havc  it  —  we  have  it  —  the 
'  thing  is  certain.  Bromula  is  staying  here  with  the  miscreant !') 
What  a  world  of  romance  is  hid(kn  in  these  simple  words! 
How  many  tender  but  melancholy  recollections  do  they  suggest  1 
Bomula,  the  pride  and  ornament  of  her  quiet  home  —  her  guile- 
less and  happy  girlhood,  the  affectionate  devotion  of  her  family, 
the  deeper  devotion  of  her  betrothed ;  and  then,  alas !  the  «p* 
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pToach  of  the  ensnarer  —  her  weakness,  her  betrayal,  her  shame, 
her  ignominoas  flight ;  the  despair  of  the  forsaken  lover,  the 
pursuit,  its  alternate  success  and  disappointment,  the  recovery 
of  the  track  of  the  fugitives,  and  the  final  discovery  of  their 
guilty  retreat 

Nor  are  there  wanting  other  and  less  painful  sources  of  in- 
terest. It  is  refreshing,  for  instance,  in  the  midst  of  the 
universal  corruption  which  seemed  to  pervade  the  very  at- 
mosphere of  Pompeii,  to  find  that  the  domestic  virtues  were  not 
quite  unknown,  and  that  at  least  one  honest  citizen,  Primus, 
was  not  ashamed  to  profess  that  'he  loved  his  wife  Missila.'  In 
like  manner,  when  we  recollect  the  doom  which  impended  over 
the  city  and  its  inhabitants^  it  is  difficult  to  read  without  emotion, 
even  though  the  name  of  the  writer  be  unknown,  the  simple 
prayer  for  many  happy  new  years — januarias  nobis  felices 
MULTis  AKWis, —  uttci^  pcrhaps  on  the  very  eve  of  the  catas- 
trophe. It  is  curious,  too,  to  find  that  the  custom  which 
still  prevails  among  ourselves,  of  securing  a  place  by  affixing  the 
name  of  the  occupant,  was  in  full  use  in  the  Pompeian  amphi- 
theatre. NARCISSUS  Hic,  or  L-fiLicTs  NARCISSUS  occuPAT,  may  still 
be  read  chalked  on  the  benches  of  the  circus,  as  honourable 
members  among  ourselves  mark  tlieir  seat  for  the  night  by 
attaching  their  card.  Another  ancient  usage  may  be  learned 
from  an  inscription  which  reproaches  a  certain  Rufus,  that, 
whereas  the  family  of  the  Vibii,  with  all  their  wealth  and 
dignity,  never  thought  of  appearing  in  public  with  a  stafi*  or 
sceptre  in  their  hands,  he,  in  his  arrogance,'  may  be  seen  daily 
with  this  mark  of  distinction,  from  the  assumption  of  which  his 
betters  had  recoiled.  These  may  seem  trifling  things:  but, 
besides  that  they  tend,  each  in  its  own  degree,  to  the  elucidation 
of  obscure  allusions  or  doubtful  phrases  in  the  poets  and  his- 
torians of  ancient  Rome,  they  serve  better  than  many  a  more 
solemn,  and  seemingly  more  important,  document,  to  realise  to 
the  imagination  the  men  and  things  of  the  period  to  which  they 
belong. 

And  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  want  of  knowledge  as  to 
the  individuals  is  occasionally  tantalising.  It  is  particularly  so 
in  the  case  of  a  few  caricatures,  which  are  not  without  a  dash 
of  rude  humour.  Most  probably  there  was  some  amusing  his- 
tory connected  with  a  certain  peregrinus,  who  is  represented 
with  a  surprisingly  developed  nose,  and  who,  as  he  is  painted 
with  a  laurel  crown,  must  have  been  a  noteable  in  his  day. 
On  the  other  hand,  a  similar  sketch,  entitled  nasso  (properly 
NcLSo,  for  no  doubt  the  pun  is  intended)  fadius,  represents 
the  hero  with  hardly  any  nose  at  all.     These,  and  almost  all 
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the  other  sketches,  it  is  true,  are  of  the  very  rudest  and  most 
inartistic  class.  Many  of  the  artbts  were  evidently  idle  boys, 
although  some  of  them,  in  the  ambition  of  immortality,  bave 
subscribed  their  names  to  their  work.  There  is  one,  and  by  no 
means  a  bad  specimen,  representing  two  horses, — evidently 
winners  in  the  circus,  from  the  artist's  droll  conception  of  repre- 
senting them  carrying  palm  branches  in  their  mouth,  —  signed 
with  the  words  pingit  fortunatus  afer.  Another,  repre- 
senting a  gladiator  of  the  class  called  rettaritis,  and  his 
antagonist,  is  marked  pingit  zozzo.  But,  with  all  their  rude- 
ness of  execution,  we  must  confess  that  we  cannot  contemplate 
even  the  coarsest  of  them  without  great  interest.  It  is 
startling  to  stumble  upon  a  rude  scratohing,  by  some  school- 
boy eighteen  hundred  years  ago,  of  what  our  own  schoolboys 
still  trace  under  the  name  of  'the  walls  of  Troy,'  and  to 
find  it  marked  labyrinthus.  hio  habitat  minotaurus*  ;  or  to 
meet  with  what  even  yet  is  regarded  as  the  true  lover's  emblem 
—  a  heart,  with  the  simple  word  fsyce  (Psyche,  *  my  life,')  — 
roughly  scrawled  within  it.  Alas !  how  soon  perhaps  was  that 
young  life,  thus  precious  in  the  fond  lover's  eyes,  cut  short  by 
the  fearful  visitation  which  overwhelmed  Pompeii  and  so  many 
of  its  inhabitants  I  Some  of  the'  groups,  too,  have  a  certain 
quiet  humour  in  the  conception,  which  is  amusing  for  its  own 
sake.  Thus  there  is  a  (by  no  means  the  least  skilful)  Utile 
sketch  of  an  ass  turning  a  mill,  with  the  words,  labora,  asellk, 

QUOHODO    £G0    LABORAVI,   £T    PRODERIT    TIBL        AnOthcT    similar 

sketch  in  a  different  quarter  of  the  city  has  written  beneath 
it  the  significant  words  vje  tibi!  And  a  still  larger  proportion 
of  the  graffitiy  the  subjects  of  which  are  gladiatorial,  are  highly 
valuable,  as  illustrating  with  great  clearness  many  details  of 
the  battles  of  the  ar^na,  regarding  which  considerable  uncer- 
tainty prevailed.  Father  Garrucci  has  collected  into  foilr  or 
five  plates  (x. — ^xvi.),  all  the  principal  gladiatorial  subjects ;  and 
there  is  no  part  of  his  book  which  exhibits  more  learning  and 
ingenuity  than  the  commentary  which  accompanies  these  rude, 
but  yet  most  significant,  sketches. 

Prefixed  to  the  first  of  these  sketches  of  the  amphitheatre  are 
two  documents  of  no  slight  interest  The  first  is  a  list  of  gla- 
diators, with  the  numbers  of  their  victories  appended  to  their 
names.  The  second  is  still  more  curious,  being  a  programme  of 
the  games  to  be  exhibited  on  a  certain  day,  corresponding  with 

*  This  scrawl  is  found  on  one  of  the  columns  of  the  house  of  M. 
Lucretius.  A  very  graphic  facsimile  of  it,  in  which  the  colours  as  well 
as  the  form  of  the  original  are  exhibited,  is  given  by  Niccolini,  pL  i. 
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one  of  our  modem  play-bills,  and  detailing  the  particulars  of  the 
sport  which  might  be  expected.*  This  curious  document  sets 
forth  the  name  of  the  purveyor  of  the  games,  and  enumerates 
the  various  matches  which  were  to  *  come  off.'  First  there  was 
to  be  a  JTirax  pitted  against  a  mirmillo  ;  then  a  match  between 
two  essedarii;  next  a  Tlirax  was  to  engage  a  retiarius ;  and  the 
'  event '  of  the  day  was  to  be  a  fight  between  a  dimachcsrus  and 
Aoplomachus.  Of  all  or  most  of  these  forms  of  combat,  Father 
Garrucci  has  collected  from  various  quarters  (not  exclusively  at 
Pompeii)  illustrative  graffiti;  and  sdthough  most  of  them,  as 
specimens  of  art,  are  grotesque  beyond  conception,  we  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  these  few  plates  form  a  more  intelligible 
popular  commentary  on  the  details  of  the  gladiatorial  profession, 
than  all  that  has  been  written  on  the  subject  by  the  critics  and 
antiquaries  since  the  days  of  Onofrio  Panvino.  From  the  first 
scene  to  the  last, — from  the  crier  at  the  gate  calling  out,  ^  Ad 
*  ampldtheatrum  t  ^  to  the  unhappy  wretch  grovelling  at  the 
feet  of  his  victorious  adversary,  and  appealing  with  uplifted 
finger  for  the  signal  of  mercy  from  the  spectators, — all  is  herfe 
coarsely,  but,  for  the  most  part,  vigorously  and  intelligibly, 
represented.  Each  of  the  varieties  of  gladiatorial  battle,  as  well 
as  all  the  various  stages  of  the  conflict,  may  be  seen  in  these 
singular  scrawls;  and,  as  they  are  generally  accompanied  by 
inscriptions,  it  is  not  difficult  to  recognise  each  by  its  proper 
characteristics.  The  most  curious  form  of  battle  is  that  of  the 
retiarius  with  the  secutor^  of  which  Father  Garrucci's  plates  con- 
tain several  examples.  The  former  is  seen  at  one  time  standing 
with  trident  in  hand  (the  only  weapon  which  the  law  of  the 
battle  allows  him),  watching  to  fling  bis  net  over  the  head  of  his 
adversary  as  he  advances ;  at  another,  this  attempt  having  failed 
of  success,  the  secutor  is  shown  in  full  pursuit  after  him,  while 
he  endeavours  to  prepare  his  net  for  a  second  throw.  And  in 
one  at  length  the  secutor  is  represented  fairly  caught,  enveloped 
in  the  net,  and  lying  at  the  mercy  of  his  adversary.  The 
inscription  under  one  of  these  sketches  may  remind  the  patrons 
of  the  modem  ring  of  the  periodical  stmggles  for  the  champion- 
ship which,  among  ourselves,  take  place  at  intervals  among  bro- 

*  These  or  similar  announcements  are  not  uncommon.  A  curious 
one,  announcing  an  intended  exhibition  of  wild  animals,  is  given  in 
the  *  Memorie  dell'  Accad.  Ercolanese,'  v.  64.  huc  viinatio  pugna- 
Birr,  y.  k.  septembris.  (Hie  {hec  for  beic)  venatio  pugnabet  (for 
bit)  quinto  £[alendas  Septembris.)  Another  promises  a  bear-fight. 
T.  FHLix,  AD  URSAS  PUGNABUT.  The  pliraso  venatio  pugnabit  may 
appear  novel ;  but  it  was  one  of  the  established  forms  of  the  language 
of  the  amphitheatre,  j 
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thers  of  the  fancy,  as  the  jonng  blood  aspires  to  share  the  honoim 
of  the  elders  of  Uie  craft.  From  this  curious  inscription  we  learn 
that  Spiculus  Neronianus,  an  untried  man  (tiro%  engaged  the 
freedman  Aptonetus,  who  had  been  victor  in  no  fewer  than 
sixteen  battles,  and  that  the  tiro  slew  his  adversary  I 

Nor  did  these  rude  artists  confine  themselves  to  gladiatorial 
subjects  exclusively.  We  have  already  seen  that  some  sketches 
from  the  circus  have  also  been  discovered.  P.  Grarrucci  gives 
a  picture  of  a  horseman  in  pursuit  of  a  stag,  which  he  has  just 
pierced  in  the  flank  with  his  javelin.  And,  although  there  is  no 
corresponding  drawing,  P.  Grarrucci  prints  some  curious  verses 
in  pnuse  of  one  Septumius,  who  is  said  to  have  enchanted  the 
public  by  an  exhibition  of  serpents — probably  some  feats  of 
snake-charming.  The  writer  declares  that  all  spectators  without 
exception,  whether  play-goers  or  lovers  of  the  turf,  were  equally 
enraptured  with  the  performance  of  Septumius: — 

<  Serpentis  lusus  si  qui  sibi  forte  notavit, 
Septumius  juveois  quos  facit  ingenio, 
Spectator  scenee,  sive  es  studiosus  equomm. 
Sic  habeas  lances  semper  ubique  pares.' 

By  a  curious  fancy  these  verses  are  written  in  a  double  curved 
line,  so  as  to  imitate^  by  the  very  form^  the  shape  and  movememt  of 
the  serpent. 

The  reader  will  agree  with  us  in  thinking  these  relics  ct 
the  lighter  moments  of  Pompeian  life  the  most  affecting  of 
all  the  memorials  of  that  doomed  city.  It  is  difficult  to  carry 
our  thoughts  back  to  sports  and  gaieties  like  these,  without 
thinking  at  the  same  time  of  the  fearful  catastrophe  by  which 
they  were  destined  to  be  so  rudely  interrupted.  The  glories 
of  Servilius,  with  his  hundred  victories, — the  triumphs  of 
Spiculus's  maiden  blade, —  Septumius,  the  idol  of  the  amphi* 
theatre, — come  before  us  here,  like  the  mouldering  remains  of 
'  my  lord  such  a  one,  who  praised  my  lord  such  a  one's  horse ' 
in  Hamlet.  *  Where  are  now  their  gibes,  their  gambols,  their 
^flashes  of  merriment?'  There  is  a  simple  inscription  in 
p.  89.,  'HEROULANUM,  HBRCULAKUH,'  which  ouc  Can  hardly  help 
regarding  as  the  expression  of  the  writer's  sorrow  and  dismay, 
when  the  tidings  of  the  fate  of  that  unhappy  city  first  reached 
the  yet  unscathed  Pompeians.  Alas,  how  soon  was  the  same 
fate  to  be  their  own !  How  ^oon  might  the  same  wail  be  uttered 
with  equal  significance  over  their  own  devoted  city ! 

Still  more  moving,  perhaps^  is  a  purely  domestic  record  which 
P.  Garrucci  has  preserved — an  inscription  which  would  appear 
to  have  been  traced  by  the  hand  of  some  thrifty  dame  or  house- 
keeper,  regulating  tne  daily  labours  of  her  household,  and 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1859.  The  Graffiti  of  Pompeii.  429 

assigning  to  each  of  the  female  slaves  her  allotted  task  at  the 
distaff,  the  tambour,  or  the  loom.  For  each  is  marked  her 
special  work.  Doris  and  Heracle  are  to  spin  thread  for  the 
warp ;  Januaria  and  Lalage,  for  the  woof.  And  the  quantity, 
too,  is  strictly  regulated  for  each,  no  less  than  the  quality.  To 
Kufa,  Damale,  Doris,  and  Heracle  is  assigned  a  single  portion ; 
Lalage  and  Januaria  have  a  double  share;  while  Florentina,  who, 
doubtless,  was  a  first-class  workwoman,  has  no  fewer  than  three 
pensa  for  her  own  share  of  the  task !  * 

Another  inscription,  which  recalls  very  vividly  the  realities 
of  the  past  of  Pompeii,  is  a  curious  electioneering  placard, 
still  distinctly  legible,  and  which  might  seem  to  have  been 
the  original  of  those  flaming  addresses,  '  Nokes  for  Member!'  or 

*  Vote  for  Styles!'  which  decorate  our  own  walls  on  all  similar 
occasions.     The  Fompeian  placard  appeals  to  a  particular  class : 

*  A.  VETTIUM  FIRMUM  JEO,  (X  V.  F.  D.  R.  P.  V.  O.  V. 
F.  PILICEEPI  FACITE.' 

The  initials  of  this  inscription  represent  the  form  of  appeal 
usually  adopted  in  such  addresses*!  They  are  thus  read  in  full : 
Aulum  Vettium  Firmum  ^diUm  ore  vosfacite,  dignum  repvblica 
virum!  Ore  vosfacitel  Pilicrepi  Facite  I  and  contain  a  request 
to  ^  elect  as  edile  Aulus  Yettius  Firmus,  a  man  worthy  of  the 

*  republic ;'  a  special  appeal  in  his  favour  beiilg  addressed  to 
the  piUcrepi  or  ball-players,  probably  as  the  candidate  was  a 
brother  of  their  craft. 

We  meet  many  other  allusions  to  the  exercise  of  the  pt2a,  which 
appears  to  have  been  a  favourite  one  with  (he  Pompeians.|  Dr. 
Wordsworth  preserves  a  curious  programme  of  a  match  at  pila 
(which,  we  believe,  has  escaped  r.  Garrucci's  notice),  specify- 
ing not  only  the  challengers  and  accepters,  but  also  the  markers 
in  the  game. 

*  AMIANTHUS,  EPAPHRA,  TERTIUS,  LUDANT  CUM  HEDYSIO.  JUOUN- 
DUS  NOLANUS  PETAT.     NUMEBENT   CITUS,  ET  lACUS,  AMIANTHUS. 

One  of  the  players  here  enumerated,  Epaphras  (a  name  which, 

♦  There  is  one  of  these  graffiti  which  we  fear  will  give  no  slight 
offence  to  our  medical  friends.  In  a  list  of  domestic  slaves,  with  their 
respective  occupations,  one  of  the  entries  is  ttrannus  medicus.  See 
Guarini,  *  In  Cippum  Osco-abellanam,'  p.  57. 

f  See  the  Preliminary  Dissertations  of  the  *Volum.  Herculanensia/ 
p.  66.  For  examples  of  this  form,  see  Mommsen's  'Unteritalischen 
Dialekte,'  Tafel  xi. 

X  The  same  may  indeed  be  said  for  all  the  towns  of  Italy.  See 
Garrucci's  *  Storia  di  Isemia,  raccolta  dagli  Antichi  Monumenti,'  p. 
153. 
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as  well  as  that  of  Tertius^  is  familiar  to  us  from  a  very  diiFerent 
source,  in  the  Epistles  of  St.  Paul),  was  evidently  a  leading 
notability  of  the  tennis-court,  in  which  he  could  reckon  both 
enemies  and  admirers.  There  is  a  curious  illustration  of  the 
doubtful  position  in  public  estimation  which  he  occupied.  A 
graffito  preserved  by  Father  Garrucci  addresses  him  in  terms 
by  no  means  complimentary  to  his  skill  as  a  player,  £paphra9 
piLiCREPUs  NON  ES !  —  plainly  informing  him  that  *  he  was  no 

*  tennis-player.'  But,  fortunately  for  his  reputation,  some 
friend  has  recalled  this  depreciatory  judgment,  by  draicing  a 
line  over  the  offensive  tcordsy  which,  although  thus  erased,  are 
still  distinctly  legible. 

The  same  feeling  is  awakened  by  numberless  other  memo- 
rials suggestive  of  various  little  soci^  or  domestic  associa- 
tions. Thus  one  of  the  graffiti  contains  a  request  to  a 
certain  Lucilius  that  he  would  send  the  writer  *a  few  figs, 
^  such  as  he  had  sent  on  a  former  occasion,'  with  a  caution^ 
however,  to  see  ^  that  they  be  not  scorched  by  exposure  to 

*  the  sun.'  Another  records  that,  on  a  certain  day,  the  writer 
had  lent  a  set  of  ornaments  to  a  friend,  whose  name  is  spe- 
cified with  all  his  designations;  And  so,  for  many  other  little 
details,  which,  trivial  as  they  are,  seem  to  us  to  impart  a 
most  touching  character  of  reality  to  the  entire  scene.  We  have 
already  alluded  to  the  discovery  of  amphorse  deeply  incrusted  with 
the  lees  of  the  wine  which  was  stored  in  them  at  the  time  of  the 
destruction  of  the  city.  One  of  these  (containing  Fundanum^ 
Fundi  wine)  tells  a  curious  tale  of  the  lengths  to  which  Pompeian 
wine-fanciers  went  It  would  appear  to  have  been  more  than  half 
a  century  old,  having  the  date  of  the  consulship  of  Cossus 
Cornelius  Lentulus  and  Marcus  Asinius  Agrippa  (u.  c.  777), 
rudely  scratched  upon  the  side.  Another  is  still  more  flatter- 
ingly labelled:  liquamen  optimum,  *first-rate  liquor.'*  Some  of 
the  wine-shops,  as  we  said,  still  retain  the  names  of  their  pro- 
prietors: there  is  one  marked  tabebna  Appn;  and  in  another 
case  the  proprietor,  as  we  see  done  to  the  present  day,  took  the 
precaution  of  inviting  customers  even  from  the  next  street, 
by  putting  up  a  notice  at  the  comer,  adeas  tabeenam  uani 

AD  DEXTERAM. 

As  regards  the  habits  of  the  Pompeian  topers  we  find  that 
some  of  them  'mixed  their  liquor,'  others  more  commonly  drank  it 


*  We  fear  our  criticarfriends  will  hardly  admit  this  construction  of 
liquanien.  More  properly  it  signifies  conserves^  or  the  liquor  in 
which  they  were  preserved.  (See  Columella  De  Re  Rustica,  vi.  2.) 
Palladius  aI?o  (iii.  15.)  speaks  of  'liquamen  de  piris.' 
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•neat'  Dr.  Wordsworth  has  preserved  a  very  carious  appeal  for 
a  soothing  draught,  from  a  thirsty  soul^  whose  earnestness 
not  even  the  veriest  churl  could  withstand  —  suavis  vinaria 
siTiT,  VALDB  ROGO  siTiT;  and  Cavalicre  Avdlino  has  printed 
another,  in  which  some  jolly  toper  calls  for  a  fresh  (adde)  cup 
of  the  famous  Setinum  (Seti*  wine),  adde  calioeu  SETim7H.t 
But  on  the  other  hand  a  rude  outline  scrawled  upon  a 
tavern  wall,  is  an  evidence  that  more  temperate  cups  were  not 
without  their  patrons  at  Pompeii.  In  this  amusing  sketch  a 
customer  is  represented  holding  out  his  glass,  with  the  words 
DA  FRmAH  (friffidam)X  pusilluh,  a  clear  proof,  we  should  say, 
if  not  that  teetotalism  was  in  fashion  among  the  Pompeians, 
at  least  that  the  use  of  '  cold  with '  is  an  institution  which  can 
allege  in  its  favour  precedents  of  most  respectable  antiquity. 

It  is  to  be  feared,  however,  that,  as  in  our  modem  gin-palaces, 
the  company  was  not  always  the  most  selector  the  most  reputable. 
So,  at  least,  we  infer  from  a  notice  scribbled  upon  his  tavern 
wall  by  one  Yarius,  announcing  that  a  wine  flagon  had  been 
stolen  from  his  shop,  and  oiTering  a  reward  of  sixty-five  sesterces 
for  the  recovery  of  the  flagon,  and  of  twice  that  sum  for  the 
apprehension  of  the  thief  who  abstracted  it.     vbna  vinabia 

PERUT  D£  TABEBNA.  BBI  BAH  QUIS  RETULEBIT,  DABUNTUR  H.S. 
LXV;    SEI  FUREM  QUI  ABDUXERTT  DABITUR  DUPLUM  A  VABIO. 

We  have  already  said  that  the  graffiti  which  consist  of  mere 
names  possess  but  little  peculiar  or  characteristic  interest.  In- 
deed we  could  hardiv  look  for  light  upon  general  Roman  history 
in  the  street-scribblings  of  a  provincial  town ;  and  it  may  be 
assumed  that  this  entire  class  of  inscriptions  at  Pompeii  is  very 
much  what  we  might  still  find  in  similar  circumstances  among 
our  own  population.  Sometimes  a  name  is  scrawled  without 
any  adjunct ;  sometimes  with  an  epithet  of  praise  or  reproach, 
and  of  the  latter  many  are  coarse  and  disgusting  in  the  extreme. 

*  '  Nee  facili  pretio,  sed  quo  conteota  Falemi 

Testa  sit,  aut  cellis  Setia  cara  suis.' 

Mart  X.  xxxvi.  6. 
t  One  of  the  graffiti  on  the  amphcrse  at  Pompeii,  referred  to  by 
Kiccolini^  (Case  eMonumenti  di  Pompei,  p.  21.)  is  kob.  opt.  ^Cor- 
*  cyrcsum  optimum.^  But  this  probably  refers  to  the  jar  rather  than 
to  the  wine.  The  amphorae  of  Corcyra  were  celebrated  for  their 
strength  and  beauty. 

X  Avellino  read  this,  Yn^wjiy  and  understood  it  of  cooled  or  iced 
ioine;  but  Grarrucci  assures  us  that  the  word  is  clearly  Fridam,  whicl' 
means  cold  water. 

*  Frigida  non  desit,  non  deerit  calda  petenti.' 

Mart  ]Ep.  xiv.  95. 
VOL.  ex.  NO.  CCXXIV  F  P 
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Sometimes  thej  are  accompanied  hj  a  greetiBg  or  friendly  widi 
on  the  part  of  the  writer ;  at  other  times,  by  an  imprecation  or 
some  other  ebullition  of  animosity,  asetjja  tabbscas!  ^Bot 
<  thee,  Asellia I '  is  a  curious,  example  of  the  latter  class;  and 
a  similar  one>  theon^  morbuh,  ^Plague  on  TheonasI'  was 
discovered  last  year  in  the  substructions  of  Nero's  Grolden 
House  at  Bome. 

The  characters  of  the  graffiti^  as  well  as  the  peculiarities  of 
their  language  and  phraseology,  are  not  without  considerable 
interest.  P.  Garrucci  has  entered  at  some  length  into  both 
questions.  We  shall  endeavour  to  condense  briefly  what  he 
has  written,  modifying,  however,  in  some  respects,  one  or  two 
of  the  conclusions  which  he  has  adopted. 

It  is  diflScnlt  to  convey  any  very  precise  notions  as  to.  the 
palssography  of  the  graffiti  without  the  aid  of  illustrative  dia- 
grams. P.  Ghirrucci's  plates  are  very  carefully  executed,  and 
the  graffiti  in  almost  all  cases  have  been  either  copied  or  c(d* 
lated  by  himself.  We  must  be  content  with  saying  that  they 
comprise  three  different  characters — Greek,  Boman,  and  Oscan ; 
and  that  in  each  of  the  languages,  especially  the  latter  two, 
two  different  forms  of  character  are  employed.  Some  of  the 
graffiti — ^plainly  the  handiwork  of  schoolboys  and  even  of  mere 
children — are  simply  exercises  in  the  alphabet,  one  of  which 
exhibits  an  illustration  of  Quintilian's  precept,  that,  when  the 
boy  has  written  the  letters  in  the  direct  order,  he  should  be  re- 
quired to  write  them  also  in  a  retrograde  one.  The  Greek  and 
Latin  characters  of  the  graffiti  present  no  very  importent  palsso- 
graphical  peculiarities.  They  are  precisely  identical  with  the 
characters  in  the  Papyri  of  Herculaneum  * ;  and  they  are  chiefly 
valuable  as  aflbrding  some  light  on  the  origin  and  progress  of 
the  cursive,  as  contradistinguished  from  the  quadrate,  letters. 

P.  GhuTucci  has  found  that  the  most  ancient  of  the  Greek 
and  Latin  graffiti  are  all  in  the  quadrate  character.  In  those 
of  the  most  recent  date  the  cursive  character  alone  appears ; 
while  in  the  intermediate  one  the  two  forms  are  intermixed, 
in  proportions  which  appear  to  vary  with  the  antiquity  of  the 
writing. 

But,  as  regards  the  Oscan  character,  the  graffiti  of  Pompeii 
are  of  the  highest  interest.  It  \a  clear  from  several  of  these, 
which  are  plamly  the  work  of  schoolboys  in  the  very  first  stages 
of  the  calligraphic  art,  that,  as,  in  the  schools  at  Bome,  the  Greek 

*  One  peculiarity  of  the  Boman  graffito  alphabet  is  worth  noticing, 
and  is  perhaps  referable  to  the  Greek  affinities  of  Pompeii — the 
letter  E  is  very  frequently  II ;  a  near  approach  to  the  Greek  H. 
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and  Latin  alphabets  and  languages  were  simultaneously  taught, 
00,  at  Pompeii,  the  Oscan,  if  it  cUd  not  hold  the  place  of  honour^ 
at  least  enjoyed  equal  privileges  with  Greek  in  the  elementary 
education  of  youth.  More  than  one  of  the  Oscan  graffiti  was 
evidently  traced  by  the  graphium  of  some  idle  schoolboy.  Per* 
tions  of  four  different  alphabets  have  been  discovered;  but 
Mommsen,  who  also  had  observed  these  alphabets,  was  only 
able  to  decipher  the  first  three  letters.  Father  Garrucci  has  now 
deciphered  five  of  them,  and  by  the  help  of  these,  as  well  as  of 
the  other  graffiti  which  he  has  examined  at  Pompeii,  eked  out 
by  the  O^can  remains  already  known,  he  has  completed  the 
Oscan  alphabet  in  all  the  various  forms  which  its  characters 
assume  at  different  periods,  more  satisfactorily  than  any  of  his  pre- 
decessors in  this  branch  of  Italic  palteography.  In  several  of  the 
graffiti  the  language  is  Latin,  but  the  characters  Oscan.  This 
interchange  of  characters  is  common  in  Greek  and  Latin  inscrip- 
tions at  Rome,  especially  in  the  monuments  of  the  Catacombs, 
and  some  examfdes  of  it  are  also  found  in  the  Greek  and  Latin 
remuns  of  Pompeii ;  but  the  phenomenon  of  a  threefold  inter- 
change is,  so  far  as  we  know,  unique,  and  it  furnishes  a  very 
curious  example  of  the  prolonged  co-existence  of  distinct  races 
and  languages  without  fusion,  in  a  territory  sufficiently  populous 
and  of  no  very  remarkable  extent.  The  Greek  remidns  are,  how- 
ever, exceedingly  few,  and  of  very  little  interest  or  importance. 
Lideed,  the  graffiti  of  Pompeii  in  this  respect  present  a  very 
Temarkable  contrast  to  the  literary  remains  of  Herculaneum,  and^ 
if  they  stood  alone,  would  go  far  to  contravene  the  prevailing 
opinion  as  to  the  predominance  of  the  Greek  element  in  the  later 
population  of  Magna.Gr8ecia.  The  proportion  of  Greek  inscrip- 
tions among  the  Christian  monuments  of  the  Catacombs  at  Rome 
is  far  larger.  There  is  not  a  single  Greek  verse  among  the 
many  metrical  graffiti  of  Pompeii.  We  have  not  recognised  one 
quotation  from  any  Greek  author ;  not  a  single  Greek  proverb, 
nor  indeed  a  single  sentence,  properly  so  called,  in  the  Greek 
language.  A  few  names  (in  one  or  two  instances  with  an 
accompanying  epithet,  as  avlKTjros  'A^^^Wew),  and  a  few  Latin 
words  in  Greek  characters,  are  the  only  traces  of  Greek 
origrin  which  these  Pompeian  graffiti  present.  Even  the  Greek 
names  which  are  preserved  are  deformed  by  errors  of  ortho- 
graphy. Thus  we  meet  ^ KttoXjovuos,  ^ATroXu^Sfopos,  and  one  or 
two  simil^  blunders,  possibly  to  be  explained  by  the  age  or 
the  rudeness  of  the  writers. 

The  Latin  araffiti  are,  of  course,  the  most  numerous.  To 
the  mere  classical  Latinist  their  orthography  will  present  many 
things  sufficiently  strange;  but  they  do  not  differ  very  ma- 
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teriaUj)  in  this  respect,  from  the  lapidarian  inscriptions  of  the 
same  age  which  are  met  elsewhere.  To  many  of  the  ChristiaiL 
inscriptions  of  the  Catacombs  ahready  alluded  to  they  bear  a 
marked  resemblance ;  except  that,  among  the  latter,  Uiere  are 
many  more  evidences  of  a  foreign  hand,  in  the  prevalence  of 
Hebrew  or  Greek  idioms,  and  even  of  blunders  in  orthography*, 
clearly  traceable  to  the  foreign  origin  of  the  writers.  As  re- 
gards mere  grammatical  errors,  such  as  false  concords  and  sole- 
cisms in  government  or  construction,  in  which  the  Latinity  of 
the  Catacombs  abounds,  that  of  the  Pompeian  graffiti  is  much 
more  Immaculate ;  and  although  we  do  not  agree  with  P. 
Garrucci  that  ^  there  are  hardly  any  peculiarities  which  may 
*  not  be  explained  by  the  age  of  the  writers,'  and  that  ^  it  is  very 
^  rare  to  meet  with  real  solecisms,  or  words  unknown  to  the 
^lexicographers,  which  can  fairly  be  r^arded  as  barbarisms,' 
yet  a  comparison  with  any  similar  monuments  of  the  post- Au- 
gustan period  will  show  that  the  number  is  far  less  than  a  scholar 
who  is  only  accustomed  to  the  Latinity  of  books,  and  to  the  set- 

*  There  is  one  peculiarity  of  Pompeian  orthography  which  deserves 
special  notice,  as  it  may  possibly  indicate  some  corresponding  pecu- 
liarity of  pronunciation,  if  not  even  of  inflexion :  we  mean  ^e  ten- 
dency to  suppress  the  final  consonant  We  may  refer  to  a  metrical 
grajjito  (part  of  which  has  been  already  quoted),  as  an  example  of 
this  peculiarity.  The  same  graffito  will  also  serve  as  an  example  of 
another  of  the  difficulties — that  of  arrangement — which  these  compo- 
sitions present  to  the  decipherer.  The  tablet,  as  deciphered  literally, 
presents  the  following  strange  ptizzle : — 

QUISQUIS  piiLicns 

AMA  VALIA  ADIAS  AS 

puRiA  QUI  p  pnni  SB 

ABCI  AHARn  MABTIA 

RESTANXn  Pn  SITU  VILI 

BIA  QUISQU  DUNABI 

IS  AMASn  MAXIMA 

VOCA  CURA  TENET. 

Now  the  key  to  this,  and  many  similar  graffiti^  is  simply  the  restora- 
tion of  the  final  consonants.  Bead  by  this  principle,  and  distributed 
into  distinct  verses,  the  enigma  resolves  itself  into  these  lines,  which, 
however  questionable  their  morality,  are  at  least  perfectly  intelligible: — 

Quisquis  ama^  valea^ :  peria^  qui  parci/  amare. 
Restantem  peria^  quisquis  amare  voca/. 
Felices  adeas ;  perea^  s^d  Martia,  si  te  * 

Yilis  denari  maxima  cura  tenet ! 

We  have  already  alluded  to  the  use  of  the  characters  II  for  E^ 
which  is  common  in  Pompeian  graffiti.  The  transposition  <^  as 
from  the  eleventh  to  the  tenth  line  is  clearly  an  error  of  the  scribe- 
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tied  orthography  of  modem  editors  and  orthoepists,  would  at  first 
sight  imagine.  We  should  gladly  enter  into  this  part  of  the 
subject  (which  is  more  important  for  the  philological  history  of 
the  language,  and  even  for  the  general  theories  of  language  and 
its  fluctuations,  than  may  at  first  appear)  .were  it  not  tbit  we 
have  already  almost  exhausted  the  space  at  our  disposal.  But 
we  can  refer,  with  warm  commendation,  to  P.  Garrucci's  text, 
any  reader  who  may  be  curious  in  this  department  of  Latin 
scholarship.  P.  Garrucci  has  collected  in  a  tabular  form  all  the 
peculiarities  of  orthography, — the  interchanges  of  yowels  or  of 
diphthongs,  the  transmutations  of  consonants,  the  omission  or 
duplication  of  letters,  &c,  which  characterise  these  remains  of 
the  street  Latinity  of  Pompeii.  These  tables  are  well  worthy 
of  being  studied  for  their  own  sake,  and  throw  much  light  on 
more  than  one  disputed  point  in  the  history  of  the  Latin  lan- 
guage. 

The  discovery  of  Oscan  scribblings  at  Pompeii,  especially  as 
some  of  them  are  plainlv  of  a  date  very  close  to  the  destruction 
of  the  city,  makes  it  clear  that  the  primitive  Oscan  language 
maintained  itself  to  a  much  later  period  than  had  commonly 
been  supposed.  In  the  second  century  before  the  Christian 
era,  it  was  certainly  spoken  commonly  throughout  most  of  its 
ancient  seats,  and  especially  in  Campania;  and  even  during 
the  Social  War,  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  century,  the  coins 
struck  by  the  allies  bore  Oscan  inscriptions.  But  it  had  hitherto 
been  believed  that,  from  this  date,  the  Roman  language  shared 
the  ascendancy  of  the  Soman  arms  in  Southern  Italy,  at  least 
in  all  the  great  centres  of  Roman  influence ;  and  it  is  not  a  little 
singular  now  to  find  the  Oscan  languages  in  full  popularity, 
down  to  so  late  a.  date,  not  in  a  secluded  mountain  village,  or 
among  a  primitive  population,  but  in  the  very  seat  of  Iloman 
fashion  and  Roman  refinement,  in  the  luxurious  and  bustling 
city  of  Pompeii. 

Mention  has  been  made  more  than  once  of  graffiti  lately  dis- 
covered in  other  localities,  and  especially  at  Rome.  Of  these, 
the  most  important  have  been  found  in  the  substructions  of  the 
Palace  of  the  Csesars,  recently  excavated.  It  would  carry  us 
entirely  beyond  our  allotted  limits  to  describe  these  in  detail. 
Some  of  them,  indeed,  were  discovered  several  years  since,  and 
are  embodied  in  P.  Garrucci's  general  collection.  But  there  is 
one  so  exceedingly  remarkable,  and  indeed  of  so  deep  and  peculiar 
an  interest,  that  it  would  be  unpardonable  to  pass  it  over. 

The  apartment  in  which  it  was  found  is  one  of  several  (now 
subterranean)  chambers  on  the  Palatine,  which,  in  the  course  of 
the  many  alterations  and  extensions  of  plan  during  the  progress 
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of  the  building  of  the  palace,  were  dismantled  and  filled  up  in 
order  to  form  substructions  for  a  new  edifice  to  be  erected  on  a 
higher  level.  The  light  and  air  being  effectuallj  excluded  by 
this  process,  the  walls  have  remained  to  this  day  in  a  state  of 

Preservation  little  iivferior  to  that  of  the  buildings  at  PompeiL 
'he  particular  apartment  in  question  having  been  opened  in 
December,  1856,  some  traces  of  Greek  characters  were  observed 
upon  the  wall;  and,  on  a  fuller  examination  by  P.  Garrucci^ 
who  was  attracted  to  the  spot  by  the  news  of  the  discovery^ 
these  characters  proved  to  be  an  explanatory  legend  written  be- 
neath a  rude  sketch  upon  the  wall,  in  which  P.  Grarrucci  at 
once  recognised  a  Pagan  caricature  of  the  crucifixion  of  our 
Lord,  and  of  the  Christians'  worship  of  their  crucified  Grod« 
This  blasphemous  sketch  represents  a  figure  with  aim  uplifted 
and  outstretched  (as  if  in  the  act  of  kissing  the  hand,  a  recc^ 
nised  attitude  of  worship  or  adoration*),  turned  tpwards  across, 
upon  which  is  suspended  a  human  figure  with  the  head  of  a 
horse,  or  perhaps  of  an  onager ,  or  wild  ass. 

If  any  doubt  could  be  entertained  as  to  the  purport  q£  this 
sketch,  it  would  be  dispelled  by  the  legend  underneath : 

AAE;S:aMENOS  SEBETE  [<rc/3crai]  GEON. 
*  Alexamenus  worships  Grod.' 
Who  this  Alexamenus  may  have  been,  and  what  may  have  been 
the  special  occasion  (if  indeed  there  were  any)  of  this  rude  ca- 
ricature, it  is  of  course  impossible  now  to  conjecture.  From 
the  name  it  may  be  inferred  that,  like  a  large  proportion  of  the 
Christians  of  iCome  in  the  early  centuries,  he  was  a  Greek,  and 
perhaps  a  slave.  But  whatever  may  be  said  as  to  the  individual 
on  whom  it  was  meant  to  be  a  satire,  the  singular  graffito  thus 
unexpectedly  brought  to  light  after  so  many  centuries,  is  at 
once  a  most  interesting  illustration  of  the  struggle  between  the 
Christianity  of  that  early  age  and  its  yet  powerful  and  con- 
temptuous rival,  and  a  literal  verification  of  one  of  the  most  stri- 
king passages  in  the  *  Apology  *  of  Tertullian.  It  is  impossiUe  to 
doubt  that  this  blasphemous  caricature  is,  in  one  of  its  forms,  the 
actual  reality  to  which  Tertullian  alludes.  It  is  not  alone  that  this 
father  defends  himself  and  his  fellow-Christians  firom  the  general 
chaise  of  having  an  ass's  head  as  their  God,  and  that  he  retorts 
upon  the  Pagans  themselves  their  charge  against  the  Christians 
of  *  being  superstitious  respecting  the  cross/  by  showing  that  the 
Pagans  ako  worshipped  the  cross,  when  they  erected  trophies, 
or  took  the  military  oaths  upon  their  standards;  he  describes 

*  See  Job,  xxxi.  27.;  1  Kings,  xix.  18. ;  also  Juvenal's 

— '  a  facie  jactare  manns.* 
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someUuDg  closely  resembling  the  very  picture  which  we  have  here 
before  tcs  in  this  rude  graffito^  as  a  caricature  of  the  Christian 
worship  which  was  then  popular  among  the  Pagan  calumniators. 

*  A  new  report  of  our  God,'  he  writes, '  hath  lately  been  set  forth 
^  in  this  city,  since  a  certain  wretch  hired  to  cheat  the  wild  beasts, 

*  put  forth  a  picture  vntli  some  such  title  as  this :  **  Tlie  God  of 

*  "  the  Christians  conceived  of  an  ass"  This  was  a  creature  with 
'  ass's  ears,  with  a  hoof  on  one  foot,  carrying  a  book,  and  wearing 
'  a  gown.  We  have  smiled  both  at  the  name  and  the  figure.  But 
'  they  ought  instaQtIy  to  adore  this  two-formed  God,  because  they 

*  have  admitted  gods  made  up  of  a  dog's  and  a  lion's  head,  and 
^  with  the  horns  of  a  goat  and  a  ram,  and  formed  like  goats  from 
'  the  loins,  and  like  serpents  from  the  legs,  and  with  wings  on  the 
'  foot  or  the  back.'*  It  is  true  that  Tertulllan  does  not  here 
speak  expressly  of  this  figure  as  being  represented  upon  the 
cross;  but  the  allusion  made  by  him  in  the  preceding  paragraph 
to  the  '  superstitions  of  Christians  respecting  the  cross'  is.quite 
enough  to  identify  the  graffito  of  the  Palatine  as  another  variety 
of  the  current  idea  to  which  TertuUian  refers,  and  as  embodying 
in  one  single  sketch  both  the  popular  calumnies — that  which 
represented  the  Christians'  God  under  this  insulting  form,  and 
diat  which  ridiculed  their  folly  in  worshipping  the  emblem  of 
his  crucifixion. 

We  forbear  to  touch  the  higher  associations  which  this 
strange  discovery  presses  upon  the  mind.  But  even  as  a  purely 
historical  monument,  the  most  unimaginative  reader  will  regard 
it  with  the  deepest  interest.  It  opens  to  us,  with  a  dis- 
tinctness which  no  written  record  could  supply,  a  glimpse  into 
those  dark  days  of  the  infant  Church,  while  her  Divine  Founder 
was  still  '  a  folly  to  the  Gentile,'  and  while  it  was  still  possible 
to  present  him  to  the  poprdar  mind  of  Paganism  under  that 
hideous  type  of  folfy  which  is  here  depicted  in  all  its  re- 
volting coarseness.  K  the  graffito  of  the  Palace  of  the  Caosars 
reveals  much  of  this,  it  suggests  yet  much  more;  and  its 
unlooked-for  discovery  seems  to  afford  reason  to  hope  that, 
from  quarters  which  are  least  suspected,  light  may  yet  be  cast 
npon  a  period  whose  social  history  has  hitherto  been  all  but  a 
blank,  or  at  least  has  only  been  known  in  dim  and  shadowy 
outline. 

•  *  Apology'  (Oxford  translation),  p.  39. 
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Art.  VI.  —  The  Virginians.    A  Tak  of  the  last  Century.     By 
W.  M,  Thackeray.    2  vols.  8vo.     1859. 

*  HPhb  Virginians  '  is  a  sort  of  continuation  of  *  Esmond.'  At 

the  conclusion  of  *  Esmond '  Colonel  Esmond  and  his 
angelic  though  elderly  bride,  the  dowager  Lady  Castlewood,  sick 
of  England  after  the  failure  of  the  attempt  to  place  James  IIL 
on  the  throne  and  the  misconduct  of  Beatrix,  migrate  to  the 
estate  of  the  family  in  Virginia,  resigning  the  English  estate 
and  the  family  seat  of  Castiewood  to  the  young  Francis  Lord 
Castlewood,  as  Colonel  Esmond  allows  him  to  be  called,  though 
he  is  himself  the  rightful  owner  of  the  title  as  well  as  the 
estates.  Virginia  was  then,  what  it  would  not  be  now,  an  ap- 
propriate asylum  for  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Jacobite 
party.  It  was  a  colony  of  Cavaliers  and  gentlemen,  and  a 
Church  of  England  colony ;  its  inhabitants,  till  George  IIL 
flun^  their  loyalty  away,  were  enthusiastically  loyal  to  the 
British  Crown.  Here  Colonel  Esmond  built  another  Castlewood 
ambiguam  tellure  nova  Salamina ;  here  he  and  his  wife  passed 
the  autumn  of  their  life  ^  like  an  Indian  summer,'  happy  in  .each 
other,  and  making  their  dependents  happy;  here  dying  they 
left  a  daughter  whom  '  each  parent  loves  for  her  resemblance 

*  to  the  other.'  This  daughter  marries  a  Warrington,  and  plajTs 
an  important  part  in  ^  The  Virginians'  as  Madame  Esmond 
Warrington  of  Castlewood,  or,  as  she  in  her  pride  of  birth 
chooses  rather  to  call  herself,  Madame  Esmond.  At  the 
opening  of  the  present  novel  she  is  a  widow  with  twin  sons, 
Henry  and  George,  the  *  Vir^nians,'  whose  adventures,  partly 
in  America,  partly  and  principally  in  England,  form  tl^ 
subject  of  the  tale.  *  The  Virginians '  thus  occupies  a  place  in 
the  Thackeray  *  cycle,'  intervening  between  *  Esmond '  on  the 
one  hand,  and  *  Pendennis '  and  *  The  Newcomes '  on  the  other  ; 
the  Warrington  of  the  two  last-named  novels  being  evidently 
a  descendant  of  the  Sir  George  Warrington  of  this.  The 
ancestors  of  the  Floracs  of  '  The  Newcomes '  also  figure  in 

*  The  Virginians.'  The  scene,  as  the  title  states,  is  laid  in  the 
last  century,  during  the  later  years  of  George  IL,  and  the 
earlier  years  of  George  III.  The  manners,  incident^  and  cos- 
tume are  of  course  those  of  the  period  in  wluch  the  scene  is 
laid,  and  some  of  the  most  eminent  personages  of  the  time, 
social,  political,  military  and  literary,  are  introduced,  and 
blended  in  the  action  and  dialogue  with  the  fictitious  characters. 
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*  The  Yiiginians '  thus  takes  its  place  beside  ^  Esmond '  as  one  of 
Mr*  Thaweray's  historical  novels,  which  stand  contrasted  with 
his  novels  in  the  proper  sense  somewhat  as  Shakspeare's  ^  his- 
'  tories '  do  with  his  other  dramas. 

We  have,  however,  remarked  in  a  previous  notice  of  Mr. 
Thackeray *s  works  that  Shakspeare  does  not  lay  upon  himself 
in  his  *  lustories '  the  burden  which  Mr.  Thackeray  lays  upon 
himself  in  his  historical  novels.  He  does  not  really  undertake 
tiie  task  of  reproducing  the  life,  thoughts,  manners,  and  costume 
of  a  past  age.  His  Theseus  is  in  reality  a  'duke,'  and  the 
Athens  of  ms  Theseus  is  a  dukedom,  of  the  poet's  own  time, 
to  which  the  whole  of  the  action,  sentiments,  and  personages 
clearly  belong.  The  scene  of  his  *  Macbeth,'  in  like  manner,  Ues 
really  not  in  the  cold  and  raw  twilight  which  preceded  the  dawn 
of  Scottish  history,  but  in  an  age  of  stately,  though  criminal 
ambition  playing  for  a  great  and  dazzling  prize ;  an  age,  in  short, 
such  as  was  just  coming  to  a  close  in  Shakspeare's  tune.  This 
remark  has  recently  received  a  curious  illustration  in  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  '  Midsummer  Night's  Dream,'  and  *  Macbeth,'  at 
the  Princess's  Theatre,  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Charles 
Kean,  of  whom  as  a  benefactor  to  the  English  drama  we  desire 
to  speak  with  all  honour.  Both  the  plays  were  got  up  with  the 
minutest  attention  to  the  costume  and  scenery  of  their  nominal 
epoch ;  and  the  result  only  showed  how  far  such  antiquarianism 
was  from  the  poet's  thoughts.  Nothing  could  be  more  incon- 
gruous than  the  mixture  of  the  classicEil  Theseus,  his  classical 
queen  and  their  clascucal  court,  and  of  the  Greek  costume 
and  scenery  generally^  with  the  fairy  mythology  of  the  middle 
ages,  and  with  Bottom  and  his  most  unclassical  crew.  The 
want  of  keeping  between  the  picture  of  ancient  Greek  life  and 
the  chivalrous  loves  of  the  knights  and  ladies  was  less  obvious 
but  quite  as  great.  You  had  a  Greek  father  determining  to 
send  his  daughter  into  a  nunnery  because  she  wanted  to  marry 
the  gallant  of  her  choice ;  and  Demetrius  and  Lysander  went 
out  to  fight  a  duel  (a  thing  utterly  alien  to  Grreek  antiquity), 
vrith  short  Greek  swords,  but  without  shields.  In  ^  Macbeth ' 
tiie  royal  palace  (reproduced,  we  have  no  doubt,  with  all 
attainable  ndie^ty)  was  little  better  than  a  hovel;  and  the 
splendid  prize  which  seduced  Macbeth's  loyalty,  and  to  which 
Lady  Macbeth's  grand  wickedness  aspired, — the  summit  of  am- 
bition whidi  eartn  and  hell  were  stirred  to  reach,  —  was  to  sit 
npon  a  three-legged  stool  and  eat  crab-apples  for  supper.  The 
guilty  thane  might  have  bought  of  an  apple-woman  for  sixpence 
his  royal  banquet,  without  the  avenging  ghost  Mr.  Kean 
argues  that  ambition  animates  alike  the  breast  of  the  savage  and 
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of  the  dvilised  man ;  but  will  he  find  in  the  heart  or  on  the 
lips  of  a  savage  such  ambition  as  that  of  Lady  Macbeth  ? 

To  write  a  noveU  laying  the  scene  in  a  past  age,  and  preserv- 
ing the  character  of  that  age^  is  indeed  a  Herculean  task.  It 
requires  a  double  effort  of  the  imi^nation,  the  difficulty  of 
which  is  a  great  deal  more  than  double  that  of  the  single  effort. 
To  accompHsh  it  successfully,  the  imaginative  faculty  must,  as 
it  were,  be  raised  to  the  second  power.  First,  the  writer  has  to 
present  to  himself  vividly  the  age  he  seeks  to  depict,  to  place 
himself  mentally  in  it,  and  see  everything  as  it  was  in  that  age ; 
and,  secondly,  he  has  to  create  imaginary  characters,  and  throw 
himself  into  them  in  the  way  necessary  to  give  imaginary  cha- 
racters consistency  and  life.  You  may  almost  count  on  your 
fingers  the  men  who  have  been  able  to  do  either  of  these  tlungs 
separately,  and  to  do  them  both  together  is,  we  believe,  a  feat 
of  which  there  is  no  example.  Besides,  the  necessity  of  pre- 
serving antiquarian  correctness  must  keep  the  critical  judg- 
ment of  the  writer  always  in  a  state  of  vigilance  incom^tible 
with  the  intense  and  unshackled  exertion  of  the  creative  imagi- 
nation. How  can  even  a  Thackeray  live,  think,  speak,  and  move 
in  the  creatures  of  his  fancy,  when  he  has  at  the  same  time  to  be 
asking  himself  whether  every  thought,  speech,  motion,  and  each 
of  the  surrounding  circumstances,  is  in  accordance  with  what  we 
know  of  the  lives  of  men  of  fashion,  soldiers,  and  play  writers 
of  the  time  of  George  II.  ? 

There  is,  indeed,  a  kind  of  antiquarian  rather  than  historical 
novel,  which  can  scarcely  be  named  in  connexion  with  Mr. 
Thackeray's  works,  but  which  is  sometimes  successful  in  its 
small  way.  We  mean  such  books  as  Bekker's  *  Charicles  and 
'  Gallus,'  where  the  sole  object  is  to  *  cram '  us  with  antiquities, 
and  the  characters  and  incidents  are  only  so  many  p^rg  whereon 
the  contents*  of  Adams  and  Potter  may  be  hung.  Such  novels 
are  to  be  classed,  not  with  works  of  imagination,  but  with 
historical  games  and  geographic  puzzles  and  the  other  ndscuit 
uUle  dulci  devices  for  learning  easily  what  periiaps  is  as  ea«ly 
forgotten.  There  is  also  that  fo  which  the  name  'historicsd 
^ novel'  is  most  strictly  applicable ;  the  novel  in  which  the  main 
action  and  the  principal  characters  are  historical,  the  details  and 
subordinate  personages,  and  perhaps  some  slight  under-plot,  alone 
being  fictitious.  This  class  can  scarcely  be  called  a  legitimate 
species  of  ^composition,  being  in  effect,  not  a  novel  but  a  loose 
kind  of  history,  the  outline  of  which  is  filled  in  with  imaginary 
details,  and  which  is  to  that  extent  false  in  fact ;  besides  being 
generally  perverted  by  some  historical  crotchet  Gt  prejudice,  the 
free  indulgence  of  which  is  apt  to  be,  in  truth,  the  leading  object 
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of  the  writer.  It  is,  in  a  word,  history  written  with  the  license 
of  fiction,  an  unsound  kind  of  production  and  dangerous  to  the 
integrity  of  historic  truth. 

But  *  The  Virginians '  is  neither  antiquarian  nor,  in  the  strict 
sense,  historical  It  is  an  attempt  to  create  a  good  story  and 
good  characters,  and  at  the  same  time  to  call  from  its  grave  a 
])ast  age,  in  which  the  writer  happens,  probably  from  his  admi- 
ration and  deep  study  of  Fielding,  to  take  a  great  interest 
'  I  have  drawn  the  figures  as  I  fancied  they  were ;  set  down 

*  conversations  as  I  think  I  might  have  heard  them ;  and  so,  to 

*  the  best  of  my  ability,  endeavoured  to  revivify  the  bygone 

*  times  and  people.'  We  can  easily  enter  into  the  feeling  which 
prompts  the  attempt.  But  we  suspect  that  the  pensive  pleasure 
of  brooding  over  the  past,  which  Mr.  Thackeray,  and  not  he 
alone,  desires  to  clothe  with  a  tangible  form  and  communicate 
to  others,  is  in  fact  an  intellectual  sensation  eluding  expression, 
and  incapable  of  being  communicated  otherwise  than  by  just 
touching  the  chord  which  vibrates  to  it  in  our  hearts.  It  is  like 
the  sensation  felt  in  looking  at  the  sea,  and  susceptible  only  of 
the  same  kind  of  embodiment. 

*  Break,  break,  break 
On  thy  cold  grey  stones,  O  Seal 

And  I  would  that  my  tongue  could  utter 
The  thoughts  that  arise  in  me.' 

The  natural  way  of  giving  vent  to  a  feeling  of  interest  in  a 
bygone  time,  and  making  others  partake  it,  is  to  write  a  history 
of  the  time.  And  why  should  not  Mr.  Thackeray  write  a  his- 
tory of  any  time  in  which  he  feels  interest  ?  He  possesses  some 
of  the  highest  qualities  for  such  a  task,  provided  the  period  he 
chooses  be  one  in  which  individual  character  and  action,  rather 
than  great  movements  or  principles,  would  be  the  main  subjects 
of  description.  His  narratives  of  Marlborough's  battles  and  his 
sketches  of  the  characters  of  Marlborough  and  St.  John  in 
^  Esmond'  are  excellent  in  their  way,  and  his  knowledge  of  the 
period  of  English  history  between  the  Restoration  and  the 
revolutionary  war  must  be  very  great.  Let  him  think  of  this 
if  his  mine  of  pure  fiction  is  for  the  present  somewhat  exhausted, 
as  the  recurrence  of  old  characters  and  incidents  rather  indicates, 
and  as  it  may  well  be,  considering  what  store  of  rare  metal  he 
has  dug  from  it.  He  should  remember  that  he  is  already 
Fielding's  superior  in  fertility  as  well  as  his  rival  in  excellence. 

In  this  hybrid  sort  of  composition,  between  history  and  fic- 
tion, we  confess  we  think  his  powers  misapplied.  It  is  at  best  an 
expenditure  of  strength  in  a  tour  de  force.  The  *  bygone  time,' 
however  skilfully  ^  revivified,'  is  bygone,  and  touches  us,  espe- 
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ciallj  those  of  us  who  are  not  well  read  In  history^  far  less  than 
the  time  in  which  we  live.  Mr.  Tennyson  has  chosen  ^e 
remotest  age  of  chivalry  for  the  scene  of  his  ^  Idylls  of  the 
'  King.'  Milton  had  looked  at  the  legends  of  Arthur,  when 
casting  about  for  a  subject  for  his  Epic,  and,  as  it  seems  to  us, 
with  true  poetic  instinct,  had  rejected  them,  and  chosen  instead 
a  great  reli^ous  subject,  of  all  times  and  of  none,  and  the 
nearest  of  all  subjects  to  the  heart  of  his  own  generation.  We 
desire  to  see  in  the  hero  of  a  novel  our  own  ideal,  as  the  Greek 
saw  his  own  ideal  in  the  heroes  of  the  Iliad  and  the  Odyssey,  as 
the  Knight  of  the  Middle  Ages  saw  his  own  ideal  in  the  heroes 
of  chiva&ous  romance ;  and  we  shall  not  be  easily  affected  by  the 
artificial  reproduction  of  an  ideal  which  is  not  ours.  The  living 
interest  of  the  '  Idylls  of  the  King '  is,  in  truth,  produced  by  the 
blending  of  entirely  modem  ideas  and  sentiments  incongruously, 
however  beautifully,  with  the  names  and  actions  of  the  chivalry 
of  the  Bound  Table ;   as  may  be  clearly  seen,  for  instance,  in 

*  Vivien,'  where  the  dialogue  between  Vivien  and  Merlin  is 
impregnated  with  the  spirit,  not  of  the  age  of  chivalry,  but  of 
the  age  of  Goethe.  If  our  age  had  ceased  to  afford  good  matter 
for  narrative  poetry  or  for  novels,  it  would  be  a  sign  that  nar- 
rative poetry  and  novels  liad  reached  the  limit  of  uieir  allotted 
reign,  and  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  the  play  of  human 
ima^ation  was  about,  Proteus-like,  to  assume  another  form. 
And  if  the  value  of  an  antiquarian  novel  is  less  than  that  of  a 
living  pictiire  of  ourselves  to  our  own  age,  what  will  it  be  to 
posterity?  What  would  be  the  value  of  Fielding  to  us,  if 
instead  of  painting  the  squires  and  parsons  of  the  pigtail  age, 
he  had  chosen  to  paint  the  Tudor  court,  or  even  the  Round- 
heads and  Cavaliers?  He  would  be  a  sort  of  Chatterton  of 
novelists,  and  lie  with  Chatterton  on  the  shelf.  And  such  is 
the  fate  which  Mr.  Thackeray  must  expect  for  <  Esmond,' 
and  *The  Virrinians,'  compared  with  'Vanity  Fair,'  *Pen- 
dennis,'  and  *  The  Newcomes.'  We  would  not  have  poe-  , 
terity  too  much  considered.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  affectation 
in  writing  as  well  as  in  acting  for  posterity.  *  What  glitters,' 
(says  the  poet  in  the  prologue  to  *  Faust,')  *  is  born  for  the 
'moment;  what  is  genuine  remains  imlost  to  posterity.'  'If 
*I  could  hear  no  more  about  posterity!'  replies  Merryman. 

'  Suppose  I  chose  to  talk  about  posterity,  who  then  would 
'make  fun  for  contemporaries?     That  they  will  have,   and 

*  ought  to  have  it.'  But  the  &ct  is,  the  claims  of  contempo- 
raries and  posterity  coincide. '  The  best  fun  for  both  is  a  lively 
picture  of  the  humourist's  own  time. 

And  then,  if  a  bygone  time  is  to  be  exhumed,  and  a  Thackeray 
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is  to  be  emplojed  in  the  task^  is  the  social  epoch  of  the  early 
Georges  the  one  of  all  others  peculiarly  worth  exhumation  ?  Is 
it  not  rather  the  epoch  which  of  all  others  might  be  most  ad- 
yantageously  left  to  its  repose  ?  The  general  character  of  that 
epoch,  perhaps,  cannot  be  regarded  as  having  been  yet  abso- 
lutely fixed.  Lord  Stanhope  seems  sometimes  inclined  to  con- 
sider it  an  Augustan  Age,  while  Mr.  Massey  treats  it  as  an 
unredeemed  abyss  of  all  moral,  social,  legal,  political,  and  eccle- 
siastical evil.  That  there  must  have  been  some  good  in  it,  with 
all  its  faults,  is  to  us  clear :  or  the  nation  could  never  have  had 
the  moral  and  spiritual  energy  to  reform  itself,  and  win  its  way 
back,  as  it  happily  has  done,  to  better  things.  That  there  was 
some  good  in  it  is  evident  not  only  from  the  bright  characters, 
the  (jnathams,  Wolfes,  Wesleys,  Butlers,  Johnsons,  Berkeleys 
and  Howards,  which  it  produced ;  but  still  more  from  the  respect 
and  affection  these  characters  commanded  among  the  people. 
A  nation  cannot  be  utterly  depraved  when  patriotism,  pure 
genius,  religious  and  philanthropic  heroism,  however  rare,  are 
the  objects  of  popular  affection.  The  fact  seems  to  be  that, 
as  Berkeley  in  his  *  Minute  Philosopher '  intimates,  the  upper 
classes  were  the  worst,  the  corruption  not  having  spread,  at  least 
in  its  most  virulent  form,  to  the  middle  and  lower.  The  middle 
and  lower  classes  thrust  aside  the  political  sharpers  and  caballers 
and  bore  Chatham  on  their  shoulders  to  dictatorial  power.  The 
middle  and  lower  classes  received  the  religion  which  Wesley  and 
Whitfield  offered  to  their  social  superiors  in  vain.  But  as  to 
the  high  society  of  the  time,  which  is  the  society  depicted  in 
^  The  Virginians,'  there  can  be  no  manner  of  doubt  that  it  was 
profligate,  frivolous,  sensual,  heartless,  and  atheistical  in  the 
highest  degree.  There  intervened,  in  fact,  between  the  great 
political  and  religious  movement  of  puritanism  and  constitutional 
liberty  which  ended  in  1688,  and  the  equally  great  political  and 
religious  movement  which  commenced  with  1789,  one  of  those 
slack  tides  of  opinion  and  principle,  in  which  the  surface  at  least 
of  the  waters  is  sure  to  become  putrescent,  and  to  produce 
noisome  creatures.  As  in  the  dreadful  calm  in  *  The  Ancient 
*  Mariner,' — 

'  The  very  deep  did  rot,  O  Christ ! 
That  ever  this  should  be ! 
Yea,  slimy  things  did  crawl  with  legs 
Upon  the  slimy  sea. 

*  About,  about,  in  revel  and  rout,    , 
The  death-fires  danced  at  night ; 
The  water,  like  a  witch's  oils, 
Burnt  green,  and  blue,  and  white. 
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Certainly  the  Ancient  Mariner  saw  nothing  among  the  *  sKmy 
'things'  and  the  'death-fires'  of  his  'rotting  deep'  more 
diabolical  than  the  orgies  o^  Medmenham  Abbey.  But  we  are 
not;  like  the  Ancient  Mariner^  under  a  fatal  necessity  of  repeat- 
ing the  story,  much  less  of  making  fictitious  additions  to  it 

The  grand  objection  to  reviviipying  the  social  era  depicted 
in  '  The  Virginians,'  is  that  it  has  never  died;  it  has  been  per- 
petuated for  us  by  immortal  artists.  Those  whose  portraits  you 
are  laboriously  endeavouring  to  paint  aflfcer  death  from  faint  re- 
miniscences, have  already  sat  in  life  to  great  masters,  be^e 
whose  breathing  likeness  yours  will  show  like  the  shadow  of  a 
shade.  Fielding,  Smollett,  Bichardson,  Hogarth,  have  already 
done  that  which  the  author  of  *  The  Virginians '  undertakes  to 
do ;  and  they  have  done  it  with  a  truth,  breadth,  freedom,  on 
which  morality  and  decency  forbid  their  imitator  to  venture  in 
our  age.  Mr.  Thackeray's  hand  is  perpetually  checked  by  moral 
considerations,  and  his  picture  is  therefore  timid  and  incom- 
plete. He  does  not  venture  to  introduce,  but  only  to  allude  to^ 
the  gallantries  which  play  so  great  a  part  in  {^ieldingand  Smol- 
lett, as  they  did  in  the  evil  life  of  those  times.  He  has  a  hun- 
dred ingenious  devices  for  denoting  without  actually  expressing 
the  blasphemies  with  which  the  fine  gentlemen  he  is  describing 
gave  point  and  force  to  their  conversation.  That  he  should  fed 
this  necessary  does  honour  to  his  sense  of  morality  and  religion 
and  to  that  of  the  public  for  which  he  writes,  but  it  spoils  him  as 
a  novelist  of  the  last  century.  He  seems  himself  half  consdous 
of  the  impossibility  of  his  task.  He  owns  that  *  Tom  Jones,' 
« Clarissa,'  'Roderick  Random,'  or  'Peregrine  Pickle,'  would  not 
be  tolerated  now,  and  even  that  it  is  to  the  credit  of  the  age  that 
they  would  not  be  tolerated ;  though  he  makes  this  last  admission 
with  reluctance,  and  not  without  wafting  a  sigh  to  the  frank  and 
masculine  mordity  of  Fielding.  'A  hundred  years  ago,'  he 
says,  of  a  low  drunkard  and  debauchee, '  his  character  and  actions 
'  might  have  been  described  at  length  by  the  painter  of  man- 
'  ners;  but  the  Comic  Muse  now-a-days  does  not  lift  up  Molly 
'  Seagrim's  curtain;  she  only  indicates  the  presence  of  some  one 
'  behind  it,  and  passes  on  primly,  with  expressions  of  horror 
'  and  a  fan  before  her  eyes.'  If  the  Comic  Muse  now-a-days 
cannot  lift  MoDy  Seagrim's  curtain,  would  it  not  be  more  dis- 
creet in  her  to  avoid  a  subject  for  her  art  of  which  the  lifting  of 
Molly  Seagrim's  curtain  is  a  principal  portion  ?  Besides,  we 
doubt  whether  the  indicating  the  presence  of  some  one  behind 
the  curtain  is  much  less  dangerous  than  the  lifting  it,  as  far  as 
the  effect  on  morality  is  concerned.  The  pueri  virginesque  who 
would  not  be  allowed  to  read  'Tom  Jones'  or  'Roderick  Random,' 
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but  who  may  be  allowed  to  read  *The  Virginians,'  are  very  likely 
to  get  a  notion  that  what  is  funny  behind  the  curt^n  would 
hardly  be  very  vicious,  though  it  might  be  rather  shocking,  before 
it.  ^  The  groesness  of  a  hundred  years  ago  is  grossness  undis- 
gaised.  It  stands  in  its  naked  deformity.  We  look  at  it  as  a 
thing  of  the  past,  and  thank  heaven  that  it  is  past.  But  when 
it  is  reprodu<^  under  a  gauze  veil  by  a  contemporary  author, 
both  the  naked  repulsiveness  and  the  purifying  effect  of  distance 
are  removed.  However,  if  we  are  right  in  diese  remarks,  the 
fault  lies  wholly  in  the  subject  chosen,  not  in  the  intention  of 
the  author.  England  in  our  day  may  regard  it  as  some  proof 
of  her  moral  soundness  that  her  greatest  novelist  is  in  all  his 
sentiments  and  sympathies  the  deadly  enemy  of  hypocrisy,  but 
the  constant  friend  of  virtue. 

Of  the  plot  of  *  The  Virginians  *  we  have  only  to  say  what 
the  top<^rapher  said  of  the  snakes  in  Iceland.  There  is  none. 
There  is  only  a  string  of  incidents  woven  together,  serving  for 
the  delineation  of  character  and  the  expression  of  sentiment, 
carried  on  through  the  legitimate  twenty-four  numbers,  and 
capable  of  being  carried  on  ad  Kbitum,  or  cut  short  at  any  earlier 
point  if  it  had  so  pleased  the  author.  We  know  Mr.  Thackeray 
does  this  habitually  and  on  principle ;  and  we  do  not  wish  to  be 
guilty  of  the  ungracious  platitude  of  quarrelling  with  one  good 
thing  for  not  being  another.  But  it  must  be  owned  that  a  well- 
conducted  plot  is  a  pleasant  thing ;  and  that  a  story  without  a 
story  wants  a  principal  element  of  itself.  It  is  the  plot  that 
prevents  us  from  bemg  too  consdous  of  the  art  exercised  in  the 
delineation  of  characters,  or  exerting  our  critical  faculties  too 
keenly  on  the  characters  delineated.  By  the  absence  of  a  plot, 
the  whole  weight  is  thrown  on  the  character-painting,  and  our 
critical  acumen  is  always  kept  awake  to  observe  whether  the 
painting  is  correct.  Of  incident  we  have  enough  in  ^  The 
^  Virginians.'  It  is  necessarily  contrived  somewlmt  after  the 
fashion  of  the  antiquarian  novels  to  which  we  have  above  re- 
ferred, with  the  view  of  taking  us  the  round  of  all  the  social 
habits  and  circumstances  of  the  age.  The  resurrection  of 
George  after  his  supposed  death  is  a  littie  common,  and  his 
sudden  appearance  in  England  without  any  previous  notice  to 
his  brother,  struck  us  as  rather  uunaturaL  The  facility  with 
which  people  of  quality  are  arrested  for  debt  also  appears  to  us 
exaggerated,  though  it  shows  us  the  sponging-house,  one  of  the 
most  characteristic  institutions  of  the  time.  But  the  task  of 
inventing  incidents  at  once  natural  and  surprising  is  so  difficult 
that  we  must  not  be  hypercritical  in  judging  of  the  result. 

If  *  Vanity  Fair '  was  *  a  novel  without  a  hero,'  *  The  Vir- 
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*  ginians '  is  a  novel  with  a  double  hero.  The  twins  Greorge  and 
Henry  are  a  sort  of  split  Pendennis.  Henry  is  the  young  man 
of  pleasure  and  the  soldier^  and  by  hb  adventures  shows  us  the 
town  and  the  campaigns.  George  is  the  man  of  letters  and 
reflection,  though  not  without  the  military  qualities,  and  by  hia 
adventures  shows  us  the  literary  and  dramatic  world.  The  art 
of  the  character-painter  is  of  course  exercised  in  giving  the 
twins  ihQ  fades  non  una  nee  diver sa  tamen,  and  making  them  at 
once  naturally  like  and  interestingly  different*  Henry  is  as 
close  a  counterpart  of  the  admirable  Tom  Jones  as  an  age  which 
does  not  lift  Molly  Seagrim's  curtain  will  permit.  In  the  per- 
formance of  his  functions  as  our  guide  over  the  world  of  fashion 
temp.  George  II.,  he  runs  through  every  kind  of  dissipation  ex- 
cept one.  He  preserves  his  modesty  in  the  matter  of  women. 
This,  we  submit,  is  at  once  creditable  to  the  author  and  his  age, 
and  contrary  to  nature.  It  is  in  the  highest  degree  improbable 
that  a  character  coarse  enough  to  revel  in  gluttony,  drunkenness, 
gambling,  and  the  brutal  sport  of  the  prize-ring  (to  which,  by  the 
way,  cock-fighting  ought  to  have  been  added),  should  yet  retain 
re&iement  enough  to  shrink  from  the  kindred,  and  p^^pe  not 
more  degrading  sensuality,  in  which  the  companions  of  his  chdloe 
were  indulging  every  day  of  their  lives. 

*  Henry  was  liked  because  he  was  likeable  ;  because  he  was  rich, 
handsome,  jovial,  well  born,  well  bred,  brave;  because,  with  jolly 
topers,  he  liked  a  jolly  song  and  a  bottle ;  because,  with  gentlem^i 
sportsmen,  he  loved  any  game  that  was  a-foot  or  a-horseback; 
because  with  ladies  he  had  a  modest,  blushing  timidity,  which  rendered 
the  lad  interesting;  because  to  those  humbler  than  himself  in  degree 
he  was  always  magnificently  liberal  and  anxious  to  spare  annoy- 
ance.' 

We  have  no  doubt  that  most  of  these  qualifications  would 
make  a  youth  popular  in  any  age  or  countiy,  though  it  might 
not  make  him  quite  so  interesting  as  Hamlet,  the  Master  of 
Bavenswood,  or  even  The  Heir  of  Redclyffe;  but  we  greatly 
doubt  whether  '  a  blushing  timidity  with  ladies '  would  have 
made  him  popular  in  the  age  and  country  of  Lovelace  and  Tom 
Jones.  Mr.  Thackeray  seems  to  believe  in  ^wild  oats,'  and 
makes  his  heroes,  after  the  old  novel  fashion,  take  that  way  of 
cultivating  an  after-crop  of  virtue.  Common  sense  teaches,  and 
universal  experience  proves,  that  a  man  does  not  ffet  the  com- 
mand over  selfish  and  low  passions  in  manhood  by  giving  way  to 
them  in  youth,  and  that  those  who  sow  wild  oats  reap  wnatthey 
have  sown.  The  popular  doctrine,  indeed,  is  only  applied  by 
those  who  hold  it  to  persons  of  quality  and  fortune  2  nobody 
imagines  that  Hodge  will  be  a  more  sober  and  industrious  man, 
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a  better  servant,  husband,  and  father,  for  having  spent  a  gay 
youth  in  the  pothouse,  in  poaching,  and  in  the  gaol.  Harry's 
letters  to  his  mother  in  Virginia  are  natural  enough ;  but  the 
fun  of  the  mispelling  and  bad  grammar  grows  rather  wearisome 
by  repetition ;  and  the  matter  betrays  the  real  insipidity  of  the 
character  of  a  mere  good-natured  young  man  of  pleasure,  of 
which  Mr.  Thackeray  is  rather  extravagantly  fond. 

Geoige  bears  a  strong  resemblance  to  his  grandfather,  the 
hero  of  *  Esmond,'  who,  Tike  him,  sees  the  wars,  and,  like  him, 
writes  a  play.  He  is  less  the  author's  favourite,  and  drawn 
with  less  distinctness,  than  his  brother :  perhaps  it  is  as  hard  to 
have  two  heroes  as  to  serve  two  masters.  The  grand  interest  of 
his  career,  after  his  escape  from  the  French  Canadians,  lies  in 
his  heroic  endurance  of  poverty  after  his  imprudent  marriage 
with  Theodora  Lambert  But  Mr.  Thackeray,  ever  kind  to  the 
imprudences  of  love,  tempers  the  cold  wind  of  penury  to  the 
shorn  lamb  till  we  can  hardly  shiver  at  his  fate.  It  is  poverty 
not  only  with  wealthy  and  tolerably  generous  friends,  but  with 
the  certain  reversion  of  a  good  estate  in  Virginia,  on  which,  in 
the  last  ext];emity,  post  obits  might  be  moderately  drawn.  The 
acceptance  of  pecuniary  assistance  from  poor  Parson  Sampson^ 
and  even  of  a  piece  of  money  from  little  Miles  Warrington, 
rather  interferes  with  the  dignity  of  independence.  But  we  are 
not  disposed  to  detract  by  smsdl  criticisms  from  the  merit  of 
any  sober,  sensible,  unsentimental  picture  of  the  happiness 
which  attends  honest  labour,  few  wants,  and  simplicity  of  life 
compared  with  the  listlessness  and  satiety  of  idle  wealth.  Most 
stories  conclude  with  the  happy  marriage  and  the  great  fortune, 
conducting  the  hero  to  the  gate  of  Paradise  and  leaving  us  to 
imagine  the  perfect  bliss  within.  Mr.  Thackeray  ventures  to 
follow  his  hero  beyond  the  gate,  and  show  that  even  in  Paradise 
there  is  a  snake ;  a  novel  idea,  and  one  that  makes  us  suspect 
our  age  is  growing  too  matter-of-fact  and  too  inquiring  for  the 
enjoyment  of  fiction.  If  the  hero  is  not  supremely  happy  when 
he  has  married  the  heroine  and  become  very  rich,  where  is  that 
earthly  crown  of  virtue  and  good  looks  to  be  found  without 
which  the  sphere  of  the  novelist  will  merge  in  that  of  the 
divine? 

The  lovely,  pert,  coquettish,  and  scheming  'Trix  of '  Esmond ' 
has  fulfilled  the  promise  of  her  questionable  youth.  She  has 
become  the  Baroness  Bernstein,  a  wicked  old  woman  of  the  world 
and  a  dragoness,  with  a  skeleton  or  two  in  the  closet  of  her 
memory.  She  is,  in  fact,  an  enlarged  and  completed  edition  of 
the  dowager  Marchioness  of  Esmond,  who  patronises  the  young 
hero  of  *  Esmond.'     She  is  also  a  sort  of  female  counterpart  of 
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the  Lord  Steyne  in  '  Vanity  Fair,'  which  again  was  perhaps 
sn^ested  by  the  Lord  Monmouth  of  '  Coningsby ; '  the  Lord 
Monmouth  of  '  Coningsby  *  again  being  a  mere  reproduction 
of  the  Lord  Lilburne  of  Bulwer's  ^  Night  uid  Morning.'  Li 
'  Esmond'  Beatrix  was  a  mixed  character;  and  the  good  side  of 
her  still  appears  in  '  The  Yii^inians '  in  her  fondness  for  Henry 
Warrington,  whom  the  old  intriguer  does  her  best  to  introduce 
into  the  fashionable  world  and  turn  into  a  fine  gentleman,  and 
whom  she  gets  out  of  his  scrapes,  as  a  Dect^  or  rather  a  diaboloy 
ex  machindy  by  the  exertion  of  that  keen  and  commanding  intel- 
lect and  that  plenitude  of  worldly  knowledge  and  resource  whidi 
make  her  dear  to  the  reader  of  the  novel  whatever  she  might  be 
to  the  moralist  If  the  world  of  fiction  is  not,  as  Charles  Lamb 
held,  a  world  exempt  from  the  nuisance  of  moral  laws,  it  is  at 
least  a  world  where  to  be  amusing  covers  a  multitude  of  sins. 
The  wicked  old  foster-mother,  under  whose  care  Harry  falls  in 
England,  is  cleverly  contrasted  with  his  proud,  exacting,  and 
precise  mother  in  Virginia,  of  whom  it  is  said,  as  it  may  be  said 
of  Madame  Warringtons  not  a  few — 

*  To  be  for  ever  applying  to  the  sacred  oracles,  and  accommodating 
their  sentences  to  your  purpose ;  to  be  for  ever  taking  heaven  into 
your  confidence  about  your  private  affairs,  and  passionately  calling 
for  its  interference  in  your  family  quarrels  and  difficulties ;  to  be  so 
familiar  with  its  designs  and  schemes  as  to  be  able  to  threaten  your 
neighbour,  and  to  know  precisely  its  intentions  regarding  him  and 
others  who  differ  from  your  infallible  opinion ; — this  was  the  schocding 
which  our  simple  widow  had  received  from  her  impetuous  young 
spiritual  guide,  and  I  doubt  whether  it  brought  her  much  comfnrt.' 

A  collection  of  sentences  from  Mr.  Thackeray's  writings  would 
not  be  a  bad  manual  of  common-sense  phUosophy,  personal, 
social,  and  domestic. 

We  will  not  dwell  on  the  secondary  characters  of  *  The  Vir- 
'  ginians.'  Perhaps  the  best  of  them  is  Parson  Sampson,  a  re- 
presentative of  the  abb6  clergyman,  toad-eater,  and  benefice- 
hunter  of  the  last  century — a  genus  extinct,  but  cmly  just 
extinct ;  for  it  is  within  our  knowledge  that  a  late  head  of  a 
college  recommended  a  young  member  of  his  society,  if  he 
wished  to  rise  in  the  Church,  to  attach  himself  to  some  great  man, 
and  pointed  to  a  living  prelate  as  an  instance  of  the  Mlvantages 
of  that  course.  Mr.  Thackeray  is  careful  to  observe  that  though 
the  genus  abb^  is  extinct  among  us,  the  genus  toad-eater  is  not, 
though  it  has  ceased  to  be  so  open  in  its  toad-eating ;  but,  after 
all,  it  is  something  if  we  have  grown  ashamed  of  our  meanness. 
Sampson's  character  is  a  compound  of  the  Honeyman  and 
F.  Bayham  of  *  The  Newcomes.'     We  venture  to  think  that 
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both  poetic  justice  and  probability  are  a  little  violated  in  the 
character  of  Lady  Maria.  She  has  been  so  wicked  as  to  accept 
the  imprudent  addresses  of  the  favourite  of  the  godsj  Harry 
Warrington ;  and  therefore  she,  a  woman  of  the  first  family,  is 
made  to  get  into  a  sponging-house  and  to  marry  an  Irish  actor. 

Besides  these  imaginary  characters,  however,  a  number  of 
historical  personages  are  introduced  in  ^  The  Virginians.'  Al- 
most all  the  persons  of  note  of  the  time,  royal,  political,  ecclesi- 
astical, social,  and  literary,  are  made  to  pass  over  the  stage,  and 
some  take  a  considerable  part  in  the  action  and  dialogue.  This 
use  of  real  characters  in  fiction  seems  to  us,  as  we  have  inti- 
mated above,  rather  a  questionable  habit  It  can  scarcely  fail 
to  taint  history,  which,  it  should  be  remembered,  is  not  only  a 
repository  of  facts  but  a  school  of  right  sympatbies,  and  which 
for  both  purposes  requires  absolute  adherence  to  the  truth  and 
nothing  but  the  truth.  Even  Shakspeare's  historical  dramas 
have  done  mischief  by  fixing  falsehoods  respecting  some  his- 
torical characters  in  the  popular  imagination ;  for  instance,  the 
slanderous  though  poetically  sublime  account  of  Cardinal  Beau*- 
fort's  death-bed,  and  the  legend,  proved  by  Mr.  Tyler  to  be 
as  baseless  as  it  is  unnatural,  of  the  debauched  youth  of  Henry 
Y.  Shakspeare's  excuse  is,  not  that  as  a  man  of  genius  he  had 
a  divine  right  to  do  wrong  (though  this  is  now  becoming  current 
doctrine);  but  that  in  his  day  the  value  of  historical  truth,  and 
the  obligation  to  preserve  and  respect  it,  were  not  so  clearly  seen 
as  to  make  tampering  with  it  a  palpable  offence. 

But,  moreover,  the  juxtaposition  of  real  with  imaginary 
characters  is  injurious  to  the  object  of  the  novelist's  art.  A 
novel,  while  we  are  reading  it,  is  to  us  neither  a  reality  nor  a 
fiction^  but  an  illusion  —  an  allusion  of  which  we  are  half  con- 
scious, unless  we  have  the  good  fortune  to  be  very  young  or 
very  imaginative,  but  to  which  we  surrender  ourselves  more  or 
less  completely  in  proportion  to  the  skill  with  which  the  novel 
is  written.  The  intrusion  of  realities  obviously  tends  to  dispel 
this  illusion.  The  twilight  of  the  land  of  dreams  pales  on  the 
admission  of  the  broad  light  of  the  day.  The  critical  faculties 
are  awakened  by  the  presence  of  historical  personages,  which  are 
their  proper  object,  and  the  mood  of  passive  belief  and  delight 
18  broken  and  dispelled.  We  begin  to  think  whether  Dr. 
Johnson  would  really  have  said  this,  and  whether  General 
Washington  would  really  have  done  that,  instead  of  being 
absorbed  in  the  adventures  of  Harry  Warrington  and  the  in- 
trigues of  the  Baroness  Bernstein.  The  reintroduction  of 
characters  from  previous  novels  also  breaks  the  illusion  in  another 
way.     We  know  beforehand,  and  have  it  fixed  in  our  minds, 
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that  these  characters  are  fictitious,  so  that  about  them  there  can 
be  no  illusion  any  more.  To  give  the  action  of  a  novel  a  back- 
ground of  real  history,  as  is  done  in  <  Vanity  Fair,'  the  back- 
ground of  part  of  which  is  Brussels  in  the  campaign  of  1815, 
is  a  different  thing,  it  will  be  observed,  from  mixing  up  histori- 
cal with  imaginary  personages  in  the  action ;  it  perverts  no 
history,  excites  no  criticism,  and  rather  tends  to  make  the  iUusion 
more  complete  by  making  the  fiction  more  circumstantiaL 

In  Mr.  Thackeray's  fictitious  delineations  of  Washington  and 
Wolfe  there  is  nothing  that  either  adds  to  or  detracts  firom  our 
historical  notion  of  two  of  the  greatest  and  purest  heroes  of  that 
or  any  age ;  so  that  nothing  is  gained  by  those  delineations 
either  for  history  or  fiction.  But  we  can  hardly  say  as  much 
for  his  portraits  of  Johnson  and  Richardson  in  the  following 
passage. 

^'' There  it  goes  again!  Do  yon  see  that  great,  big,  awkward, 
pock-marked,  snuff-coloured  man,   who  hardly  touches  his  clumsy 

beaver  in  reply.    D his  confounded  impudence — do  you  know 

who  that  is?" 

^  *'  No,  cnrse  him !    Who  is  it,  March  ?  ^  asks  Jack,  with  an  oath. 

^^'It's  one  Johnson,  a  IMctionary-maker,  about  whom  my  Lord 
Chesterfield  wrote  some  most  capital  papers,  when  his  dixonary  was 
coming  out,  to  patronise  the  fellow.  I  know  they  were  capital.  Fve 
heard  Horry  Walpole  say  so,  and  he  knows  all  about  that  kind  of 
thing.     Confound  the  impudent  schoolmaster ! " 

'  *'  Hang  him,  he  oaght  to  stand  in  the  pillory ! "  roars  Jack. 

* "  That  fat  man  he's  walking  with  is  another  of  your  writing 
feUows, — a  printer, — his  name  is  Richardson  ;  he  wrote  '  Clarissa,' 
you  know." 

*  *^  Great  heavens !  my  lord,  is  that  the  great  Bichardson  ?  Is  that 
the  man  who  wrote  *  Clarissa  ?"*  called  out  Colonel  Wolfe  and  Mr. 
Warrington,  in  a  breath. 

*  Harry  ran  forward  to  look  at  the  old  gentleman  toddling  along  the 
walk  wiUi  a  train  of  admiring  ladies  surrounding  him. 

* "  Indeed,  my  very  dear  sir,"  one  was  saying,  "  you  are  too  great 
and  good  to  live  in  such  a  world ;  bat  sure  you  were  sent  to  teach 
it  virtue ! " 

<  '*  Ah,  my  Miss  Mulso !  Who  shall  teach  the  teacher  ?  "  said  the 
good,  fat  old  man,  raising  a  kind,  round  face,  6k3rwards.  '^£ven  he 
has  his  faults  and  errors  !  Even  his  age  and  experience  does  not  pre* 
vent  him  from  stumbl — .  Heaven  bless  my  soul,  Mr.  Johnson !  I  ask 
your  pardon  if  I  have  trodden  on  your  com." 

* "  You  have  done  both,  sir.  You  have  trodden  on  the  com,  and 
received  the  pardon,"  said  Mr.  Johnson,  and  went  on  mumbling  some 
verses,  swaying  to  and  fro,  his  eyes  turned  towards  the  ground,  his 
hands  behind  hira,  and  occasionally  endangering  with  his  great  stick 
the  honest,  meek  eyes  of  his  companion-author. 

* "  They  do  not  see  very  well,  my  dear  Mulso,"  he  says  to  the  young 
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lady,  "but  such  as  they  are,  I  would  keep  my  lash  from  Mr.  John- 
son's cudgel.  Your  servant,  sir."  Here  he  made  a  low  bow,  and 
took  off  his  hat  to  Mr.  Warrington,  who  shrank  back  with  many 
blushes,  after  saluting  the  great  author.  The  great  author  was 
accustomed  to  be  adorod.  A  gentler  wind  never  puffed  mortal  vanity* 
Enraptured  spinsters  flung  tea-leaves  round  him,  and  incensed  him 
with  the  coffee-pot  Matrons  kissed  the  slippers  they  had  worked  for 
him.  There  was  a  halo  of  virtue  round  his  nightcap.  All  Europe 
had  thrilled,  panted,  admired,  trembled,  wept,  over  the  pages  of  the 
immortal,  little,  kind,  honest  man  with  the  round  paunch.  Harry 
came  back  quite  glowing  and  proud  at  having  a  bow  from  him, 
**  Ah  !  **  says  he,  "  my  loi5,  I  am  glad  to  have  seen  him!  ** ' 

We  will  not  say  that  there  is  no  resemblance  here,  but  we 
will  say,  that  what  resemblance  there  is  was  not  worth  producing. 

The  same  remark  applies  to  the  counterfeit  letter  of  Horace 
Walpole  which  Mr.  Thackeray  gives  us  in  *  The  Virginians' 
as  a  pendant  to  the  counterfeit  number  of  *  The  Spectator* 
he  gave  us  in  ^Esmond.'  As  might  have  been  expected,  the 
letter  is  overcrowded  with  instances  of  Walpole's  mannerism, 
while  it  has  little  of  the  unique,  though  not  lofty,  merit  of  that 
feeble  but  delicate  and  penetrating  mind.  Mannerism,  we 
repeat,  can  alone  be  adequately  imitated ;  and  to  imitate  man- 
nerism is  an  employment  which  Mr.  Thackeray  may  resign  to 
meaner  hands. 

We  are  not  aware  what  historical  materials  there  are  for  the 
character  of  General  Braddock,  the  unfortunate  commander  of 
the  ezpeditipn  against  the  French  Canadians  in  1755,  but  it  is 
finely  drawn  in  its  way :  — 

^The  stout  chief,  the  exemplar  of  English  elegance,  who  sat 
swagging  from  one  side  to  the  other  of  the  carriage,  his  face  as 
scarlet  as  his  coat;  swearing  at  every  other  word ;  ignorant  on  every 
point  off  parade,  except  the  merits  of  a  bottle  and  the  looks  of  a 
woman ;  not  of  high  birth,  yet  absurdly  proud  of  his  no-ancestry ; 
brave  as  a  bull-dog  ^  savage,  lustful,  prodigal,  generous ;  gentle  in 
soft  moods ;  easy  of  love  and  laughter ;  dull  of  wit ;  utterly  unread ; 
believing  his  country  the  first  in  the  world,  and  he  as  good  a  gentle- 
man as  any  in  it' 

The  historical  scenes,  again,  show  Mr.  Thackeray's  descriptive 
powers/though  there  is  no  subject  for  their  exercise  here  equal  to 
the  battles  of  Marlborough  in  ^  Esmond.'  In  the  detuls  of  man- 
ners, habits,  and  costume  we  have  observed  no  flaw ;  and  indeed 
it  would  be  presumptuous  to  pretend  to  find  flaws  in  a  painter 
who  is  so  thoroughly  master  of  his  subjects  as  Mr.  Thackeray 
is  of  the  social  life  of  the  last  century.  A  doubt  crossed  us 
whether  Lady  Maria's  angelic  visitations  of  the  poor,  when  she 
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is  angling  for  Harry's  heart,  are  as  much  in  keeping  with  the 
notions  of  that  age  as  of  ours.  It  also  occurred  to  us  in  read- 
ing the  Yankee  speeches  of  the  young  American  Countess  of 
Castlewood  to  ask  whether  Yankeeism  was  at  that  time  so  {uU 
blown? — whether  the  Northern  States  were  not  still  half  Puritan 
in  manner  and  phraseology^  as  the  Southern  were  half  Cavalier  ? 
But  correct  as  the  details  may  be,  every  one  must  feel  that  the 
ideas  and  sentiments  throughout  are  deeply  tinged  with  a  hue 
which  is  not  of  the  eighteenth  century,  but  of  the  nineteenth. 
Each  century,  each  generation,  has  its  own  phase  of  thought 
and  feeling,  the  result  of  all  that  has  gone  before  as  well  as  of 
all  that  exists,  of  which  a  writer  can  no  more  divest  himself  by 
any  effort  of  intellect  or  imagination  than  he  can  put  off  the 
form  of  his  own  body  or  the  peculiarities  of  his  own  mind. 
*  Vanity  Fair,'  *  Pendennis,'  and  *  The  Newcomes,'  in  which 
Mr.  Thackeray  has  portrayed  the  living  manners  of  his  own 
age,  as  Fielding  and  his  contemporaries  did  theirs,  most  nearly 
correspond,  of  all  the  works  of  our  day,  to  *  Tom  Jones  *  and 
^  Roderick  Random ; '  and  they  bear  a  truer  and  deeper  resem* 
blance  to  their  prototypes  of  the  eighteenth  century  than  is  or 
can  be  borne  by  any  artificial  reproduction. 

There  is  one  point  in  which  Fielding  is  a  model  for  all  times, 
and  in  which  Mr.  Thackeray  is  his  worthy  disciple,  and  we 
venture  to  think,  perfectly  his  equal.  That  point  is,  style  and 
beauty  of  composition.  The  last  century  was  certainly  more 
studious,  generally  speaking,  of  form  than  ours.  You  may  open 
any  page  of  Fielding  at  random,  and  read  it  with  pleasure, 
without  reference  to  the  story  or  context,  merely  as  a  piece 
of  exquisite  writing.  The  same  may  be  said  of  Mr.  Thackeray. 
It  can  hardly  be  said  of  any  one  else,  among  the  novelists 
of  our  day,  most  of  whom  seem  never  to  have  apprehended 
beauty  of  composition  as  a  distinct  object  to  be  aimed  at,  and 
one  which  requires  a  distinct  effort  of  the  intellect  in  order  to 
its  achievement  Let  them,  if  they  wish  to  please  greatly 
and  live  long,  study  their  great  leader's  art  in  narrative,  descrip- 
tion, and  dialogue,  and  those  beautiful  miniature  essays, 
perfect  in  form  as  crystals,  in  which  the  sentiment  of  his  novels 
is  here  and  there  condensed. 

If  there  is  a  weakness  of  style  to  which  we  should  wish  Mr. 
Thackeray  to  look  before  he  launches  his  works  on  the  stream  of 
time,  it  is  an  occasional  tendency  to  ride  metaphors  too  hard. 
For  instance,  in  vol  i«  p.  139.,  Lady  Maria's  elderly  orbs,  with 
Harry's  gaze  poured  into  them,  are  compared  to  two  fish-pools 
irradiated  by  a  pair  of  stars ;  and  this  figure,  which  would  hardly 
bear  dwelling  on,  is  laboured  out  till  women  become  treacherous 
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pools  into  which  sillj  dogs  of  lovers  drop  their  beef  bones,  and 
which  are  drcyged  for  lovers'  corpses ;  and  at  last  a  woman  is 
the  green-eyed  naiad  of  the  waters  of  her  own  eyes,  luring  the 
deluded  Hylas  under  their  surface. 

The  philosophy  of  life  embodied  in  *  The  Virginians,'  as  in 
Mr.  Thackeray's  other  novels,  is  sound  and  sensible  rather  than 
deep.  Its  ideal  character,  the  young,  good-looking,  good- 
natured,  high-^irited  Harry  Warrington,  is  a  fair  measure  of 
its  profundity.  Deeper  chiuitu^ter  can  only  be  displayed  in  more 
serious  action,  and  the  more  serious  actions  of  life,  excepting 
war,  are  repudiated  bv  Mr.  Thackeray  as  subjects  for  fiction,  in 
a  passage  of  this  work,  in  which  he  seems  to  us  rather  to  con- 
found together  the  serious  and  the  prosaic.  We  cannot  accuse 
**  The  Virginians '  of  cynicism,  if  by  cynicism  is  meant  either 
want  of  geniality  of  sentiment,  or  a  sour  view  of  hiunan  nature. 
That  author  cannot  be  an  unbeliever  in  human  virtue  who 
painted  the  Lambert  family.  Mr.  Thackeray's  characters  are 
generally  mixed.  He  marks  the  evil  that  is  blended  with  the 
good ;  but  he  also  marks  the  good  that  is  blended  with  the  evil, 
and  if  he  finds  some  self-deception  in  our  highest  actions,  he 
makes  allowance  for  it  in  our  lowest.  On  the  whole,  the  im- 
pression we  draw  from  him  is  that  there  is  more  weakness  in 
the  world  than  is  commonly  supi)osed,  and  less  positive  vice. 
It  must  be  allowed,  however,  that  whether  from  something  amiss 
in  his  own  spectacles,  or  from  using  those  of  Fielding  too  often,  he 
sometimes  exaggerates  the  number  of  people  in  the  world  who 
wear  a  mask.  *  Daily  in  life,'  he  says,  *  I  watch  men  whose 
*  every  smile  is  an  artifice,  and  every  wink  is  an  hypocrisy.' 
With  deference  to  the  opinion  of  so  great  an  observer  of  cha- 
racter, we  doubt  whether  many  men  are  even  capable  of  sus- 
taining such  lifelong  efforts  of  dissimulation ;  and  suspect  that 
Mr.  Thackeray  has  put  too  harsh  a  construction  on  that  ordinary 
social  hypocrisy  which  springs  partly  from  the  mere  desire  to 
please,  and  which,  though  ignoble,  does  not  go  very  deep  into 
the  heart. 

In  fine,  if  *  The  Virginians '  is  not  perfectly  successftil,  it  is 
because  its  author,  led  astray,  as  we  venture  to  think,  by  his 
admiration  for  Fielding,  has  attempted  to  do  that  which  for  the 
reasons  we  have  given  above  cannot  be  done.  To  say  that  this 
novel  will  not  rank  with  Mr.  Thackeray's  best  works  is  very 
slight  blame ;  to  say  that  it  will  rank  with  those  of  his  works 
which  are  less  good  is  no  slight  praise.  Milo  has  riiown  extra- 
ordinary strength  in  striving  to  rend  the  oak,  though  he  is 
wedged  in  the  oak  he  strove  to  rend. 
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Aet.  VIL — 1.  Der  italienische  Krieff,  1859,  poUtisch  miU^ 
tdrisck  beschrieben,  von  W.  RusTOW,  Erste  Abth.  Zurich: 
1859. 

2.  Vltalie  Confidirie.  Histoire  poliiimef  militaire  et  pitto^ 
resque  de  la  Campagne  de  1859.  Par  A.  D£  Ci^SENA. 
l«Liv».  8vo.     Paris:  1859. 

nPHESE  narratives  are  the  first  fruits  of  a  class  of  publica- 
'^  tions  which  may  be  expected  to  issue  in  great  abundance 
from  the  French  and  German  press.  They  describe,  with- more 
or  less  of  accuracy  and  vivacity,  that  brief,  but  eventful,  cam- 
paign, which  renewed  on  the  Veil-known  plains  of  Italy  the 
milittury  triumphs  of  the  French  Empire  in  the  spring  of  the 
present  year ;  and  they  invite  us  to  consider  the  relative  strength 
and  condition  of  the  contending  armies  —  the  effects  produced 
on  military  tactics  by  the  steam-boat,  the  railroad,  and  by 
modem  artillery  —  and  the  relative  ability  of  the  men. who 
conducted  these  operations.  In  the  following  remarks  we  shall 
not,  however,  confine  ourselves  to  the  materials  furnished  by 
the  imperfect  works  before  us.  On  the  contrary,  we  shall  rely 
principally  on  our  own  sources  of  information ;  as  our  object 
is  to  place  before  our  readers  as  accurate  and  impartial  a  sum- 
mary of  the  military  events  of  the  campaign,  as  the  present 
state  of  our  information  enables  us  to  produce. 

The  French  army,  though  nominally  on  a  peace  establish- 
ment, entered  upon  this  war  with  several  advantages  whidi 
their  antagonists  did  not  possess.  The  Emperor  Napoleon  IIL 
had  obviated  the  danger  arising  from  the  inexperience  of  an 
army,  drawn  by  annual  conscription  from  the  body  of  the 
people,  by  the  creation  of  the  Imperial  Guard  and  of  other 
corps  of  extraordinary  excellence,  having  no  aim  in  hfe  but  to 
rise  by  daring  feats  of  arms,  enthusiastic  in  the  pursuit  of  their 
profession,  and  attached  to  the  standard  imder  which  tiiey 
served  by  the  attractions  of  superior  pay.  Experience  has 
taught  French  conunanders  that  better  service  may  be  effected 
by  a  picked  corps,  backed  by  a  large  though  comparatively 
less  efficient  army,  than  by  a  force  entirely  composed  of 
regiments  of  the  line ;  and  the  services  of  the  Gxiurds  and 
the  Zouaves  in  this  campaign  fully  justified  this  opinion.  Hie 
whole  French  army  was  moreover  strong  in  unbounded  con- 
fidence in  their  own  prowess  and  in  .the  most  absolute  identity 
of  national  and  military  feeling. 
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The  Austrian  army  is  also  recruited  according  to  the  French 
system  amongst  the  adult  males  of  the  Empire ;  but  as  Austria 
is  composed  of  men  of  various  nations,  each  speaking  a  language 
imknown  to  the  other,  an  army  consisting  of  these  materials 
has  little  of  the  natiomd  feeling  which  characterises  the  French, 
and  it  is  rare  to  find  in  it  any  higher  bond  of  union  than  that 
which  b  the  result  of  rigid  disciphne.  Now  discipline  has  its 
effect  in  the  field  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  time  that  soldiers 
serve.  Unfortunately  for  Austria,  there  were  no  old  soldiers 
in  her  army  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Italian  war.  That  army 
had  been  remodelled  a  few  years  before,  and  in  lieu  of  the 
old  system,  which  involved  long  time  of  service,  a  new  one, 
having  peculiar  aims  and  tendencies,  had  been  introduced. 
The  result  was  to  change,  every  two  or  three  years,  the 
whole  composition  of  the  army,  the  number  of  recruits  falling 
by  ballot  into  the  ranks  equalling  at  least  one  third  of  the 
wh<de  standing  army.  Thus  it  was  that  whilst  France  entered 
upon  the  Italian  war  with  a  nucleus  of  picked  men  and  old 
soldiers,  Austria  engaged  in  hostilities  with  a  young  army  com- 
posed for  the  most  part  of  men  under  three  years  of  service, 
men  not  deficient  in  stature,  it  is  true,  nor  wanting  in  courage, 
but  having  less  discipline,  less  sentiment  of  military  duties,  than 
their  opponents. 

Nor  were  these  the  only  disadvantages  under  which  the 
Austrians  laboured  at  the  outbreak  of  a  great  war.  They  had 
long  enjoyed  the  fame  of  possessing  the  best  served  artillery  on 
the  European  continent  This  artillery,  chiefly  manned  by  men 
of  the  Bohemian  nation,  had  ever  been  remarkable  for  the  cool- 
ness with  which  it  entered  into  action,  the  daring  with  which  it 
advanced  to  the  proximity  of  the  enemy,  and  the  energy  with 
which  it  mdntained  positions  in  the  field.  The  Austrian  cavalry 
was,  if  possible,  more  renowned  stilL  Louis  Napoleon,  who  seems 
to  have  prepared  for  an  Austrian  war  long  before  his  intentions 
were  suspected,  could  not  hope  to  rival  the  Austrians  in  their 
cavalry.  But  he  sought  and  foimd  means  to  create  a  new 
artillery,  that  skould,  by  its  range,  place  him  in  a  position  of 
decided  superiority  with  regard  to  that  arm  which  is  con- 
sidered the  decisive  weapon  in  general  engagements  in  our 
day.  The  world  was  not  slow  to  learn  that  a  new  gun 
had  been  invented  by  Colonel  Treuille  de  Beaulieu  and  M. 
Pelvigne,  carrying  projectiles  to  such  a  distance  as  must  of 
necessity  neutralise  the  most  perfect  practice  of  an  inferior 
cannon.  If  six  pounders  could  fire  with  good  um  at  3000 
yards,  it  was  obvious  that  the  old  system  of  firing  at  300 
yards  would  be  useless.     The  Austrians  may  be  pardoned  for 
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having  treated  with  incredulity  the  accounts  of  trials  with  the 
new  guns.  The  French  artillery  corps  did  not  look  upon  them 
with  unmixed  favour,  and  it  was  a  general  opinion  amongst 
them  at  the  outset  that  they  were  costly  and  dangerous  play- 
things. But  what  is  inconceivable  is,  that  Austria  should  have 
clung  to  the  last  to  her  old  matSriel^  without  an  attempt  to 
lighten  the  weight  of  her  gun  carriage  or  to  diange  their 
antiquated  form. 

As  regards  ccnnmissariat,  neither  the  French  nor  the 
Austrians  were  well  provided.  But  this  at  least  must  be 
conceded  to  the  former.  The  soldiers  of  France  had  enough 
and  to  spare,  if  the  regulations  for  their  sustenance  were 
honestly  carried  out.  They  had  plenty  of  beef,  bread,  coffee, 
and  wine.  Whereas  from  system  the  Austrians  never  give 
their  men  more  than  half  a  pound  of  beef  per  day,  and  do  not 
allow  cooking  more  than  once  during  the  twenty-four  hours, 
— a  system  which  has  serious  disadvantages,  inasmuch  as  it 
frequently  drives  the  soldier  into  action  with  an  empty  belly, 
besides  forcing  him  on  a  march  to  provide  extras  for  himself 
out  of  his  pay. 

Finally,  as  to  the  officers  who  held  the  supreme  c(Hnmand,  it 
is  remarkable  that  Louis  Napoleon,  who  had  never  been  in  the 
field,  determined  to  assume  the  office  of  commander-in-chiefl 
But  he  had  under  his  orders  such  men  as  Baraguay  d'Hil- 
liers,  Canrobertj  Niel,  and  MacMahon,  and  was  not  too  self- 
conceited  to  take  their  opinion  —  generals  who  had  all  served  in 
Algeria  and  the  Crimea ;  men  of  vigour  and  good  counsel, 
accustomed  to  war  on  a  great  scale,  and  well  tndned  in  the 
military  school  which  lives  on  the  experience  and  traditions 
of  the  great  Napoleon*  The  Austrians,  revermng  the  practioe 
of  their  antagonists,  entrusted  the  command  to  Ck^unt  Gyulai,  a 
man  of  no  nulitary  talent,  and  untaught  by  service  in  the  field 
to  direct  the  evolutions  of  masses.  He  belonged  to  a  daas  of 
soldiers  who  have  ever  been  and  ever  will  remain  the  cause  of 
Austrian  failure.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Adjutanten  corps, 
of  which  the  Emperor's  favourite.  Count  Griinne,  is  a  conspi- 
cuous member.  GEdled  to  Milan  by  Hadetzky,  he  soon  incurred 
the  utmost  disfavour  of  the  Italians,  and  perhaps  for  that 
reason  gained  the  confidence  of  the  Court  The  death  of  Ba- 
detzky  left  him  the  reversion  of  the  Milanese ;  and  the  favour 
of  the  aristocratic  party,  headed  by  Count  Griinne,  secured 
to  him  the  chief  command  in  the  army  of  Italy.  Yet  the 
Emperor  of  Austria  did  not  place  implicit  confidence  in  him. 
General  Hess,  who  had  the  ear  of  Francis  Joseph,  kept  doee 
watch  upon  Gyulai's  movements,  and,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
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seqael.  Bought  to  remedy  his  blunders.  But,  unfortunately, 
it  was  not  in  the  power  of  any  man  effectually  to  retrieve  such 
follies  as  were  positively  committed,  and  the  Emperor  of  Aus- 
tria must  consent  to  admit  that  he  weakly  yielded  to  Court 
influence  when  Count  Gyulai  rose  to  the  highest  command  in 
the  Empire. 

In  Mieurch  and  early  in  April,  preparations  for  war  on  a  large 
scale  were  busily  made  by  Austria  and  France.  Louis  Na- 
poleon gathered  together  a  laige  fleet  of  transports  at  Marseilles, 
and  placed  MacMabon's  division  in  readiness  to  leave  Algiers. 
Troops  were  at  the  same  time  massed  on  the  frontier  of  Savoy, 
so  that  an  imposii^  force  should  be  ready  at  a  moment's  notice 
to  cross  the  Mont  Cenis.  The  Austrians  on  their  part  mobilised 
200,000  men,  divided  them  into  eleven  corps,  and  prepared  to 
move  upon  the  Tidno,  their  line  extending  from  the  lake  Mag- 
giore  on  one  side  to  Pavia,  and  thence  along  the  Po  to  the 
Adriatic.  Denuding  Yerona  and  Mantua  of  provisions  and 
guns,  they  had  strengthened  Pavia  and  Piacenza  so  as  to  make 
them  fortresses  of  the  first  rank ;  and  whilst  they  trusted  for 
the  security  of  their  left  to  the  neutrality  of  Parma,  Modena, 
and  the  Legations,  they  took  up  an  aggressive  position  against 
Piedmont  by  advancing  their  army  to  uie  frontier. 

On  the  23rd  of  April,  the  Austrian  corps  were  all  massed  on 
the  Ticino,  between  Pavia  on  the  Austrian  left,  and  Sesto 
Calende  on  her  right.  Then  it  was  that  the  Emperor  Francis 
Joseph,  it  is  said,  without  the  knowledge  of  his  chief  political 
advisers,  sent  Count  Kellersbei^  to  Turin  with  an  ultimatum 
which  he  well  knew  would  be  unacceptable  to  the  Cabinet  of 
Cotmt  Cavour.  The  Austrians  gave  Victor  Emmanuel  three 
days'  grace,  at  the  expiration  of  which  they  expressed  their  deter- 
mination to  invade  Piedmont.  The  King  of  Sardinia  rejected 
the  ultimatum,  and  established  his  h^-quarters  at  Ales- 
sandria. The  Emperor  of  the  French  had  in  the  meanwhile 
given  the  signal  to  his  army  to  march.  General  Baraguay 
d'Hilliers,  appointed  to  command  the  first  corps,  army  of  the 
Alps,  left  Paris  on  the  23rd  of  April,  and  notwithstanding  heavy 
snow  on  the  Mont  Cenis,  his  corps  advanced  rapidly  to  Susa, 
leaving  its  baggage  and  guns  to  follow.  Generals  Canrobert 
and  Niel,  commanding  severally  the  third  and  fourth  corps,  pro- 
ceeded rapidly  to  Turin,  whilst  their  troops  embarked  at  Toulon 
and  Marseilles  for  Genoa  as  early  as  the  22nd.  MacMahon's  corps, 
the  second,  was  already  on  its  way  from  Algiers  for  the  same 
destination.  Thus  whilst  the  Austrians  were  granting  three  days' 
respite  to  Piedmont,  the  French  and  Saniinian  army  were 
already  in  motion  to  oppose  the  advance  of  Count  GyulaL 
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Notwithstanding  the  speed  of  the  allies,  the  Austrians  had  a 
fine  game  to  play  bad  they  commenced  hostilities  instantly  on 
the  return  of  Count  Kellersberg  to  head-quarters.  On  the 
28th  of  April  French  troops  began  to  land  at  Grenoa,  and  oa 
the  same  day  a  large  portion  of  the  army  of  the  Alps  had  arrived 
at  Susa.  Had  the  Austrians  crossed  the  Ticino  on  the  27th9 
they  could  have  thrown  their  forces  across  the  Po  at  Camtdo, 
and  marched  through  Tortona  to  Novi,  leaving  a  sufficient  force 
in  front  of  Alessandria  to  protect  their  flank.*  They  would  thus 
have  cut  off  the  communication  between  Turin  and  Genoa,  or 
they  might  have  advanced  rapidly  through  Novara  to  the  Dora 
Baltea,  cut  off  Turin  from  Susa,  and  pounced  upon  Baraguay 
d'Hilliers'  corps,  as  it  lay  comparatively  defenceless,  wimout 
provisions,  guns,  or  ammunition,  on  the  southern  face  of  the 
Alps.  In  either  case  they  would  have  closed  the  communication 
between  the  two  large  divisions  of  the  French  army.  Turin 
would  probably  have  fallen,  and  the  campaign  would  have 
opened  with  a  certain  amount  of  success  to  Austria.  But  to 
irresolution  in  military  councils  Austria  superadded  vacillation 
in  her  diplomatic  relations ;  and  the  result  was,  that  instead  of 
marching  on  the  evening  of  April  26th,  Count  Gryulai  delayed 
to  cross  the  Ticino  till  the  29th,  when  the  whole  aspect  of  the 
campaign  had  already  changed.  On  that  day,  the  Fr^ich  — 
who  had  been  conveyed  with  unprecedented  rapidity  by  the 
railroads  and  steam  ships  of  war,  were  already  in  respectable 
force  at  Genoa  and  Susa,  and  were  prepared  for  battle.  The 
Grand  Duchies  of  Tuscany,  Modena,  and  Parma  bad  undergone 
a  revolution,  and  the  favourable  moment  was  irretrievably  lost 
Yet  Count  Gyulai  still  apparently  clung  to  the  hope  that  he 
would  be  in  time  to  carry  out  a  scheme  which  was  no  longer 
practicable ;  namely,  that  of  cutting  the  communication  between 
the  two  divisions  of  the  French.  His  masses  were  divided  into 
two  armies,  one  of  which  was  commanded  by  himself,  the  other 
by  General  Wimpffen :  on  the  extreme  right,  advancing  fix)m 
Brescia  and  Bergamo,  was  the  seventh  corps,  under  Zobel, 
and  the  fifth,  under  Count  Stadion :  in  the  centre  moved  the 
third,  under  Prince  Schwarzenberg,  and  on  the  left  the  eighth, 
under  Benedek,  and  the  second,  under  Prince  Lichtenstein. 
A  brigade  of  the  fifth  corps,  under  Festeditsch,  was  the  first 

*  Doubts  are  freely  expressed  by  military  men  as  to  the  propriety 
of  leaving  such  a  fortress  as  Alessandria  on  the  flank  of  an  Austrian 
invading  force.  But  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Austrians  long  con- 
templated such  a  movement,  and  would  have  attempted  it  had  they 
not  lost  their  opportunity. 
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to  oro6S  the  Ticino^  and  was  immediately  followed  by  the  fifth  at 
Payia.  The  seventh,  under  Zobel,  crossed  at  Bereguardo; 
the  eighth  and  the  second  came  up  in  succession,  the  last  man 
taking  ground  on  Piedmontese  territory  on  the  Ist  of  May. 
That  three  days  should  have  been  spent  in  the  mere  passage 
of  the  Ticino  proves  that  the  original  delay  was  owing  as  much 
to  want  of  preparation  as  to  other  causes,  and  we  do  not  believe 
that  Lord  Malmesbury's  ill-timed  remonstrance  and  final  pro- 
positions had  anything  to  do  with  this  loss  of  time.  On  the 
night  of  the  Ist  of  May,  the  Austrians  had  deployed  in  a  line 
due  north  and  south  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Agogna,  holding 
Yespolate  on  their  right,  Mortara,  Castel  d'Agogna,  Sannazaro, 
and  Binasco,  and  resting  with  their  left  on  Pavia. 

We  must  pause  an  instant  to  describe  the  country  which  the 
Austrians  had  thus  invaded.  The  Po  runs  a  course  almost  due 
east  from  Turin  to  Pavia,  below  which  it  is  joined  by  the 
Ticino.  Parallel  and  to  the  westward  of  the  latter  run  the 
Agogna,  the  Sesia,  and  the  Dora  Baltea.  These  streams  all 
flow  at  right  angles  to  the  course  of  the  Po,  and  fall  into  that 
river  at  about  equal  intervals  from  each  other;  the  first,  near 
Sannazaro;  the  second,  below  the  Piedmontese  fortress  of 
Casale;  the  third,  above  Crescentino.  The  country  watered 
by  them  is  flat  and  marshy,  and  intersected  by  roads  artificially 
raised  above  the  common  level.  Bice  is  the  staple  agricultural 
produce  of  the  country,  so  that  the  swampy  land  is  impassable 
to  soldiers,  except  along  the  highways.  South  of  the  Po, 
between  Alessandria  and  Turin,  lies  high  ground  which  pre- 
sents excessive  difficulties  to  the  passage  of  troops;  but  an 
army  placed  parallel  to  the  Ticino,  and  on  the  western  bank 
of  that  stream,  threatens  Turin  by  an  advance  on  the  Sesia 
and  Dora  Baltea,  whilst  if  it  deploys  on  a  front  parallel  with 
the  Po  from  Valenza  to  Pavia,  it  menaces  the  country 
due  south  towards  Genoa.  In  either  case  it  avoids  the  high 
ground  of  the  Montferrat,  leaving  it  in  the  first  instance 
on  its  left,  in  the  second  on  its  right.  In  the  first  case  a 
hostile  movement  interposes  an  army  between  Turin  and  the 
Alps ;  in  the  second,  it  cuts  off  Turin  from  Genoa.  In  view  of 
a  movement  in  either  of  these  directions  it  is  necessary  to  cross 
the  Sesia.  This  the  Austrians  accomplished,  marching  a  corps 
on  the  2nd  of  May  into  Vercelli,  and  Count  Gyulai  holding 
a  line  due  north  and  south  from  Biella  to  Cambio  on  the  Po. 
What  Count  Gyulai's  plans  were  at  this  time  it  is  impossible 
to  divine.  He  was  facing  the  Dora  Baltea  on  one  side,  and 
the  country  south  of  the  I^o,  between  Valenza  and  Pavia,  on 
the  other.     He  occupied  an  immense  line  of  country,  not  know 
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ing,  apparently,  whether  to  advance  or  retire,  or  what  adTaa- 
tage  to  take  of  his  position.  Abandoning  all  prospect  of  croes- 
ing  the  Dora  Baltea,  he  seems  to  have  cherished  the  more 
dangerous  scheme  of  an  advance  on  Novi.  At  all  events  he 
sent  General  Benedek  across  the  Po  at  Comale,  with  40,000 
men,  masking  the  movement  in  chief  by  feints  of  passage  at 
Valenza  and  Frassinetto  (4th  May).  Benedek  entered  Yo^iera 
and  advanced  to  Tortona,  from  whence  he  rapidly  retired, 
destroying  the  Ponte  Corone,  or  bridge  on  the  Cunme,  over 
which  the  railway  from  Alessandria  to  Voghera  passes.  The 
Austrians  affirm  that  the  movement  was  nothing  more  than  a 
reconnaissance  in  force,  and  that  it  effected  a  most  important 
purpose,  namely^  that  of  interrupting  the  railway  oommunicar 
tion  between  Alessandria  and  the  Po,  on  the  extreme  right  of 
the  French  position.  But  it  is  more  im>bable  that  Benedek 
only  retired  in  consequence  of  the  bad  state  of  the  weather, 
which  now  became  a  serious  obstacle,  as  it  swelled  the  course 
of  the  Po  and  its  tributaries  to  such  an  extent,  that  the  bridge 
at  Comale  was  destroyed  (night  of  4th  to  5th  May),  and 
Benedek  was  left  for  twenty-four  hours  without  communica- 
tion with  the  main  body  of  the  army.  The  Austrians  in  tbdr 
advance  to  Tortona  met  with  no  resistance;  the  Sardinianfl 
remaining  in  their  positions  between  Casale,  Valenza,  and 
Alessandria,  Canrobert's  corps  being  as  yet  in  no  condition 
to  attempt  any  strong  movement,  and  being  only  then  in  die 
act  of  taking  up  positions  at  Novi  and  Bobbio. 

Whatever  may  have  been  Count  Gyulai's  intentions  in  cross- 
ing the  Sesia  and  Po,  the  return  of  Benedek  to  the  left  of  the 
latter  river  was  the  signal  for  the  Austrians  to  surrender  all 
hopes  of  an  aggressive  movement.  Count  Gyulai  accordingly 
fell  back  behind  the  Sesia,  fixing  his  head-quui^ers  at  Mortara, 
on  the  8th  of  May,  but  still  occupying  Veroelli  on  his  right,  as 
a  tite  de  pont,  and  a  strategical  point  to  command  the  road  from 
Turin  to  Novara  and  Milan,  keeping  outposts  south  of  the 
Po  on  his  extreme  left  at  Stradelk  and  places  adjacent 
The  Austrians  had  now  to  watch  the  enemy's  movements,  and 
ascertain  in  what  direction  they  intended  to  attack.  The  French 
were  gradually  concentrating  their  forces,  but  had  not  decided 
on  any  course  of  operations.  They  spent  their  time  in  repairing 
the  damage  done  by  the  Austrians  to  railways^,  roads,  and 
bridges  in  the  direction  of  Voghera  on  their  risht,  of  Casale  in 
their  centre ;  and  they  affected  to  show  considerable  forces  in 
the  former  direction,  thus  inducing  the  Austrians  to  believe  that 
they  intended  attacking  towards  ravia  and  Piacenza.  Daring 
this  period  the  positions  of  the  allies  have  been  described  as  lees 
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favourable  than  those  of  the  Austrians,  but  the  very  reverse  is 
the  trath.  Both  armies  held  an  enormous  front  But  the 
allies  were  in  possession  of  long  lines  of  railway  which  enabled 
them  to  change  their  front  with  incomparable  rapidity ;  whilst 
the  Austrians  had  no  means  of  transporting  their  troops  from 
one  extremity  of  their  line  to  the  other  save  by  the  ordinary 
roads.  This  disadvantage  was  &tal  to  them,  as  we  shall  have 
occasion  to  show. 

The  allies  having  succeeded  in  creating  the  impresaon  that 
they  intended  to  attack  by  their  right,  that  is  in  the  direction 
of  Favia  and  Piacenza,  Count  Gyulai,  on  the  19  th  of  May, 
gave  directions  to  General  Zobel  to  give  up  Vercelli,  and 
destroy  the  bridge  on  the  Sesia.  He  then  removed  his  head- 
quarters to  Garlasco,  reinforcing  at  the  same  time  his  left, 
throwing  out  large  out-posts  towards  Casteggio,  Voshera, 
and  Bobbio,  and  making  a  new  bridge  across  the  Po,  below 
Pavia,  to  facilitate  communications  with  the  rear.  It  was  im- 
portant at  the  same  time  to  ascertain  whether  the  allies  were 
advancing  along  the  narrow  strip  of  level  country  which  borders 
on  the  Fo  from  Tortona  to  StradeUa,  and  accordingly,  direc- 
tioQS  were  given  to  Count  Stadion  to  cross  the  Po  at  V acarizza, 
below  Pavia,  and  advance  till  he  met  the  enemv  in  force. 
Count  Stadion  crossed  the  Po  on  the  20th  of  May,  having 
under  his  orders  about  20,000  men.  Under  his  direction 
General  D'Urban  moved  with  two  brigades,  Braum's  of  the  ninth 
and  Boers'  of  the  eighth  corps,  on  the  main  road  from  Stradella  to 
Cast^gio,  whilst  General  Baumgarten,  with  the  brigade  Bils 
(fifth  corps),  advanced  to  Casatisma,  a  small  village  due  north 
of  Cast^gio ;  Gaal's  brigade  (fifth  corps)  moving  on  Robecco 
to  the  east  of  Casatisma,  and  Hesse's  brigade,  of  the  fifth  corps, 
by  Yerrua  on  Branduzzo  to  secure  the  right  These  move- 
ments were  punctually  executed.  Casteggio  was  carried  at 
eleven  o'clock  by  D'Urban,  who,  without  waiting  for  further 
orders,  advanced  at  once  with  his  two  brigades  through  Monte- 
bello ;  driving  the  Piedmontese  raiment  of  Montferrat,  which 
endeavoured  by  frequent  charges  to  repel  their  advance,  and 
the  vanguard— 500  men  of  General  Forey's  division  (corps  of 
Baraguay  d'Hilliers)— as  far  as  Ginestrello.  The  road  from 
Casteggio  to  Montebello  runs  in  a  westerly  direction  past  the 
latter  village,  and  to  the  north  of  it,  crossing  a  small  stream 
called  the  Fossa^Azzo.  The  village  lies  on  a  small  spur  west 
of  the  stream.  This  D'Urban  crossed,  occupjring  Ginestrello 
and  Montebello,  and  holding  the  houses  and  churchyards  against 
the  whole  of  Forey's  division,  which  gradually  formed  as  the 
regiments  composing  it  came  up  from  their  various  camping 
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grounds.  D'Urban,  by  hid  rapid  advance,  had  lost  the  sup- 
port of  the  other  brigades  advancing  by  Casatisma  and  Ko- 
becco.  He  did  not  give  up  Ginestrello,  howeyer,  until 
General  Baraguay  d'HilUers  sent  reinforcements  from  Voghera 
by  rail ;  when,  after  a  severe  conflict,  he  fell  back  on  MontebeUo, 
and  there  made  a  final  stand.  General  Forey,  advancing  his 
left  along  the  road  to  the  bridge  on  the  Fossagazzo,  kept  up  a 
heavy  fire  of  artHlery  there,  viiiiilst  with  his  right  he  attacked 
Montebello  by  its  southern  slopes.  There  he  engaged  in  a 
hand-to-hand  fight  with  D'Urban,  maintaining  it  until  the 
brigade  under  Gaals  came  up  from  Robecco,  and  the  troops 
under  Bils  and  Hess  debouched  on  the  road  in  front*  of  the 
French  left.  The  Austrians  then  finding  that  imposing  forces 
were  advancing  against  them,  slowly  evacuated  Montebello, 
and  retired  fighting  on  the  road  to  Caste^o,  where  they  were 
not  pursued.  On  the  side  of  the  Austrians  General  Braum 
fell;  on  that  of  the  allies  General  Beuret.  The  French  confessed 
to  have  lost  700  killed  and  wounded  in  this  affair,  the  Austrians 
1300. 

The  result  was  to  confirm  Count  Gyulai  in  the  belief  that 
the  allies  were  in  force  on  his  left,  and  that  they  intended 
nothing  less  than  an  advance  upon  Pavia  and  Piacenza.  So 
firmly  indeed  was  he  convinced  that  this  was  the  plan  of  the 
campaign  about  to  be  pursued  by  the  allies,  that  he  weakened  his 
right,  and  left  the  line  of  the  Sesia  unguarded,  except  by  some 
small  detachments  of  Zobel's  corps.  The  King  of  Sardinia  was 
consequently  enabled,  on  the  21st  of  May,  to  effect  a  passage  at 
Vercelli  without  opposition.  The  bridge  at  Vercelli  serves  at 
once  the  high  road  and  the  railway  to  Novara  and  IkGlan.  This 
bridge  having  been  destroyed.  General  Cialdini  divided  his  troops 
and  forded  the  Sesia  in  two  places.  The  Austrians,  being  only 
3000  strong,  retired  to  Orfengo,  leaving  the  Piedmontese  in 
quiet  possession  of  Borgo  Vercelli.  Having  been  unable  to 
prevent  the  passage  of  the  river,  the  Austrians  might  have  made 
an  effort  to  drive  back  the  King  of  Sardinia;  but  labouring  as 
they  did  under  the  mistaken  belief  that  no  danger  threatened 
them  on  that  side,  they  quietly  allowed  Victor  Emmanuel  to 
strengthen  his  position  and  throw  bridges  over  the  Sesia,  which 
were  shortly  to  be  used  for  the  passage  of  the  whole  French 
army.  On  the  23rd  Louis  Napoleon  visited  VercellL  That 
might  have  opened  the  eyes  of  Count  Gyulai,  but  as  the 
Emperor  had  just  before  examined  the  battle-field  of  Montebello, 
the  Austrian  general  attached  no  importance  to  the  Imperial 
movement.  Louis  Napoleon's  plans  had  no  doubt  been  matured 
before  that  day,  for  on  his  return  he  commenced  preparations 
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for  a  movement  by  which  he  should  change  the  whole  of  his 
front,  and  transport  his  army  to  VercellL 

To  do  this  successfully  it  was  necessary  to  use  the  utmost 
secrecy,  and  at  the  same  time  the  utmost  speed:  Louis  Napoleon 
was  fortunate  in  possessing  ample  means  for  securing  both.  The 
network  of  railways  which  overruns  Piedmont  afforded  him 
these  means,  and  he  used  them  with  a  skill  which  deserves  all 
praise*  A  glance  at  a  map  will  show  how  the  French  Emperor 
was  enabled  to  move  an  army  of  140,000  men,  in  front  of  an 
enemy  as  stroi^  numerically  as  his  own,  without  attracting 
their  attention  tm  it  was  too  late  to  parry  the  blow.  From  the 
French  right  at  Yoghera  runs  the  Tortona  and  Alessandria 
railway.  By  this  line  the  corps  of  Baraguay  d'Hilliers  was 
withdrawn  without  difficulty,  leaving  its  outposts  (grandgardes) 
to  the  last  to  deceive  the  enemy.  From  Alessandria  another 
line  of  railway  runs  due  north  to  Valenza  on  the  Po,  and  from 
thence  along  the  right  bank  to  Casale.  On  the  28  th  of  May 
the  first  French  column  left  Alessandria  ostensibly  for  Yoghera, 
but  instead  of  proceeding  thither  marched  to  Yalenza;  other 
corps  at  the  same  time  were  directed  on  Casale;  and  the  French 
army  thus  performed  by  railway  one  of  the  most  difficult 
operations  in  modern  warfare,  namely,  a  flank  movement,  which 
brought  it  in  overwhelming  force  on  the  extreme  right  of  the 
Austrian  army,  at  the  very  time  when  the  chief  force  of  the 
latter  was  concentrated  on  the  left. 

Whilst  the  French  army  thus  changed  its  front,  (its  movement 
was  well  nigh  completed  on  May  30th,)  the  Piedmontese  army, 
which  had  hitherto  formed  the  extreme  left  of  the  allies,  main- 
tained its  ground  in  the  vidnity  of  Yercelli.  The  flank  move- 
ment, undertaken  by  Louis  Napoleon,  had  this  peculiar  danger 
attached  to  it :  if  the  enemy  gained  certain  intelligence  of  it, 
he  might,  by  clubbing  his  forces  at  a  favourable  point,  interpose 
a  compact  body  of  troops  between  the  head  of  the  hostile  line 
and  its  rear,  and  attacking  its  flank  and  front,  almost  annihilate 
the  army  opposed  to  him.  Gyulai,  for  instance,  concentrating 
his  forces  at  Mortara,  might  have  marched  on  Yercelli,  midway 
between  Casale  and  Novara,  and  cut  the  allies  in  two.  The 
Austrian  right,  having  advanced  guards  in  Palestro  and  Yin- 
zaglio,  were  so  dose  to  the  line  of  march  adopted  by  Louis 
Napoleon,  that  they  might  learn  at  any  moment  the  whole  secret 
of  the  movement.  It  was  obviously  desirable  that  this  should 
be  avoided.  Accordingly,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  deception  as 
long  as  possible.  King  Yictor  Emmanuel  was  thrown  forward 
from  Borgo  Yercelli  on  the  30th  of  May,  towards  Palestro  and 
Yinzaglio,  two  villages    occupied  by  small    detachments  of 
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Austrians  of  Zobel's  corps.  Four  companies  of  the  r^ment 
Archduke  Leopold,  with  four  guns,  occupied  Palestro,  and  two 
companies,  with  two  guns,  Yinzi^lia  From  Borgo  Yercelli,  a 
road  raised,  like  all  those  of  the  Lomellina,  above  the  level  of 
the  rice  fields,  runs  direct  east  to  Bobbio  through  Palestro. 
About  a  mile  from  Borgo  Yercelli  another  road,  also  raised  hy 
artificial  means,  runs  east  to  Bobbio  through  Yinzaglio.  The 
two  villages  are  on  high  groimd,  and  are  connected  with  each 
other  by  a  road  at  right  angles  to  those  which  lead  to  Bobbio. 
The  Kmg  of  Piedmont  divided  his  force,  comprising  the  whole 
of  Cialdmi's  division,  into  two  columns,  and  sent  one  towards 
IHnzaglio,  and  the  other  towards  Palestro.  It  is  difiGicult  to 
understand  how  the  small  Austrian  force  was  not  completely 
destroyed  by  the  overwhelming  number  of  die  Piedmontese. 
The  two  com{)ames  at  Yinzaglio  were  so  completely  overmatched, 
that  they  retired  precipitately  towards  Palestro  by  the  cross 
road.  The  four  companies  in  Palestro  held  their  ground  man- 
fully. The  Piedmontese,  throwing  forward  their  artillery  on 
the  highway,  turned  the  Austrian  left  with  two  battalions,  and 
the  double  attack  in  front  and  flank  immediately  decided  the 
fate  of  the  day.  The  Leopolds,  who  had  been  joined  half  an 
hour  after  the  action  began,  by  their  relief — ^  companies  of 
the  regiment  Wimpffen — retured  into  a  churchyara  at  the 
northern  extremity  of  the  village.  They  rallied  the  remains  of 
'the  two  companies  from  Yinzaglio,  minus  two  guns,  which  w^re 
left  behind  on  the  cross  road,  and  withdrew  in  good  order  to 
Bobbio.  That  1200  men  should  have  been  able  to  withdraw 
from  an  entire  division,  proves  the  great  gallantry  of  the  Im« 
perial  officers  and  men.  The  loss  of  the  Leopolds  and  Wim- 
pffens,  though  great,  might  have  been  more  severe.  Two  guns 
fell  into  the  Imnds  of  the  enemy,  300  men  were  killed  or 
wounded,  and  not  a  single  officer  retired  unhurt.  The  first 
affair  of  Palestro,  which  has  been  caUed  a  battle,  had  no  claim 
to  such  a  title.  The  Piedmontese  army  merely  drove  in  the 
outposts  of  the  enemy. 

Louis  Napoleon,  certain  now  that  he  had  to  deal  only  with 
the  extreme  right,  the  weakest  part  of  the  Austrian  army, 
ireed  at  the  same  time  from  all  chance  of  being  pried  into, 
hastened  the  passage  of  the  Sesia,  and  concentrated  heavy 
masses  of  troops  about  Yercelli  and  Borffo  YercellL  The 
Austrians,  on  their  part,  began  to  perceive  the  error  they  had 
committed  in  weakening  their  right.  But  although  they  knew, 
from  the  reports  of  their  detachments  at  Palestro,  that  heavy 
masses  were  concentrated  at  Yercelli,  although  they  were  now 
aware  that  Yoghera  had  been  evacuated,  and  that  they  had 
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nothing  to  fear  as  regards  Piacenza,  they  still  laboured  under  a 
delusion  as  to  the  real  movements  of  the  allies.     To  suppose 
that  their   extreme   left  was  still  menaced    was  impossible. 
But  the  attack  on  Palestro  being  undertaken  by  the  Piedmon- 
tese  alone^  who  hitherto  formed  the  allied  left,  the  real  plan  of 
the  allies  might  still  be  to  force  the  Po  at  Valenza,  and  cut  the 
Austrian  centre.     The  affair  at  Palestro,  in  this  view,  would 
haye  been  but  a  feint.     Count  Gyulai  accordingly  reinforced 
his  centre  on  the  night  of  the  30th  of  May.     He  moved  his 
head-quarters  to  the   westward    from  Garlasco  to  Mortara, 
brought  up  Lichtenstein's  corps  (the  second)  from  St.  Gior^o, 
on  the  Agogna,  to  Mortara,  and  ordered  Schwarzenberg's  corps 
(the  third)  at  Trumello  (east  of  Mortara,   on  the  road  to 
Garlasco)  to  be  in  readiness  for  an  advance  at  a  moment's 
notice.    His  other  corps  rem^ed  echelonned  in  the  direction 
of  Pavia  and  Piacenza.     Anxious,  however,  for  his  right,  he 
gave  orders  to  General  Zobel  to  retake  Palestro  and  Vinzaglio 
on  the  morning  of  the  31st.      The  fact,  that  only  part  of 
Zobel's  corps  and  a  division  of  Lichtenstein's  were  detached  to 
perform  this  duty,  proves,  conclusively  enough,  that  Count 
Gryidai  was  still  completely  in  the  dark  as  to  the  flank  move* 
ment  so  ably  conceived   and  splendidly  executed  by  Louis 
Napoleon.     This  very  concentration  was  destined  to  be  fatal 
to  Zobel's  movement.     His  corps  was  considerably  dispersed 
when  he  received  the  orders   of  Count   Gyulai;    DondorTs 
brigade  was  the  nearest  to  the  enemy  and  lay  at  Robbio,  a 
few  miles  west  of  Palestro.     Szabo's  was  at  Langosco,  on  the 
Po,  watching  the  road  from  Casale  to  Candia — and  would  have 
to  march  all  night  to  reach  Bivoltella,  from  whence  it  was  to 
move  from  the  south  on  Palestro.  Weichl's  brigade  ( Jellachich's 
division)  was  to  operate  against  Confienza,  due  north  of  Palestro. 
Thus  three  brigades  of  about  4000  men  each  were  to  start  from 
three  different  points  of  the  compass  and  converge  from  the 
north,  west  and  south  on  the  point  occupied  by  the  Piedmon- 
tese  division  of  Cialdini.    This  would  have  been  a  good  arrange- 
ment, had  the  French  army  not  been  close  at  hand  and  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Sesia.      The  brigade  Trochu,  comprismg  the 
thurd  Zouaves,  an  old  and  tried  r^ment,  was  encamped  in 
some  corn-fields  south  of  Rivoltella  and  separated  from  that 
village  by  a  canalised  stream,  called  Canal  della  Cascina,  about 
four  feet  in  depth.     The  height  of  the  com  concealed  these 
troops,  which  lay,  so  to  speak,  in  ambush,  watching  a  road  which 
from  Bivoltella  leads  on  a  high  level  to  Palestro.     At  the 
same  time  a  column  of  Piedmontese,  4000  strong,  held  a  posi- 
tion in  advance  of  Confienza  and  Palestro.     Dondorf,  moving 
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from  Robbio  and  favoured  by  the  cover  of  trees,  which  pre- 
vented the  Piedmontese  from  watchmg  his  advance,  entered 
Palestro  and, took  it  after  a  short  struggle.  But  the  two  bri- 
gades on  each  nde  of  him  were  less  forward  in  th^  movements, 
and  whilst  Dondorf  alone  had  to  withstand  superior  forces 
which  were  gradually  concentrated  against  him,  Weichl  was  ar- 
rested in  his  progress  by  the  corps  at  Confienza;  whilst  Szabo, 
marching  along  the  causeway  to  Bivoltella,  found  himself 
attacked  in  flank  by  an  unexpected  enemy.  The  third  Zouaves 
dashed  across  the  canal  of  the  Cascina,  and  charged  him  with 
the  bayonet  on  the  raised  and  narrow  road.  Szabo  in  haste 
drew  up  his  artillery  in  the  low  ground  north  of  the  causeway. 
But  the  guns  were  hardly  in  position  and  had  fired  but  one 
volley,  when  the  Austrian  line  was  broken,  and  the  gunners 
were  attacked  at  the  very  mouth  of  their  pieces  by  French  and 
Piedmontese.  The  guns  were  in  a  swamp,  and  could  not  be 
removed,  and  Szabo,  considerably  mauled,  found  it  necessary  to 
return  by  the  road  he  came  and  leave  them.*  Greneral  Zobd, 
who  from  Palestro  saw  the  fate  of  Szabo,  gave  the  signal  for 
retreat,  which  was  effected  in  more  or  less  order  by  Dondorf,  as 
well  as  by  Weichl.  The  latter  had  at  first  successfully  driven 
back  the  column  opposed  to  him,  and  occupied  the  bridge  on  the 
little  stream  of  La  Busca.  The  allies,  freed  from  the  presence 
of  Szabo,  concentrated  a  more  vigorous  effort  on  Weichl,  forced 
him  to  leave  two  guns  on  the  bridge,  and  drove  him  back.  The 
French  continued  the  pursuit  to  Kobbio,  in  possession  of  which 
Zobel  remained.  This  action  cost  the  Austrians  about  1500 
killed  and  wounded,  and  tl^e  French  and  Piedmontese  a  still 
greater  number;  the  Zouaves  having  suffered  severely  in  their 
attack  at  Kivoltella. 

The  battle  of  Palestro  opened  the  eyes  of  Count  Gyulai, 
and  threw  him  into  a  state  of  considerable  perplexity.  The 
French  right,  under  Caurobert,  had  not  as  yet  crossed  the 
Sesia,  and  the  head-quarters  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  w^re 
still  at  YercellL  Count  Gyuliu  might  even  then  have  retrieved 
his  position  by  rapidly  concentrating  sufficient  forces  between 
Yercelli  and  Novara,  and  advancing  across  the  Agogna. 
Clam's  corps  (the  first)  was  already  in  part  at  San  Martino 
(Buffalora)  on  the  Ticino,  Zobel's  (the  seventh)  around  Bobbio, 

*  These  guns  were  so  firmly  embedded  in  the  mud  that  the 
French  were  unable  to  remove  them.  When  the  Austrians  returned 
to  the  spot  after  the  French  flank  movement  was  completed,  the  guns 
were  still  untouched.  They  were  not  removed  by  the  Austrians, 
and  ultimately  fell  into  the  possession  of  the  French  and  Pied* 
montese. 
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Liichtensteiiiy  a  couple  of  miles  to  the  westward  at  Sant'  Angelo, 
Schwarzenberg's  (the  thml)  at  Mortara^  with  Mensdorf  s  heavy 
brigade  of  eavahrj.  A  little  resolution  would  have  sufficed  to 
bring  the  whole  of  these  forces  together  in  the  night  of  the  31st 
of  May  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Novara ;  but  Count  Gyulai 
had  not  the  genius  to  see^  far  less  the  nerve  to  accomplish^  such 
a  movement^  which,  above  all^  required  spirit,  decision,  and 
promptness.  To  the  remonstrances  of  the  chiefs  of  his  staff,  who 
lilted  him  to  a  bold  and  decisive  course,  he  replied  by  saying 
that  he  could  not  assume  such  grave  responsibility.  ^  What,' 
he  8fud,  ^  would  the  Emperor,  his  master,  say,  if  defeat  were  to 
^  be  the  result,  and  its  consequences  the  destruction  of  the  army 
^ under  his  command,  by  a  fierce  and  unflinching  pursuit?' 
Such  were  his  replies  to  the  remonstrances  of  such  men  as 
Kuhn,  the  chief  of  his  stafll  To  the  generals  of  corps,  who 
ventured  to  make  suggestions,  he  vouchsafed  no  reply.  Zobel 
had  learnt  early  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  June,  that  the 
French  were  advancing  on  Novara.  He  instantly  sent  to  ap- 
prise Count  Gyulai  of  the  fact,  begging  him  to  send  up  the  rest 
of  the  second  corps  (Lichtenstein)from  Mortara,  the  whole  of  the 
third  (Schwarzenberg)  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Vespolate,  to 
move  concentrically  with  his  own  upon  a  point  midway  between 
Novara  and  Vercelli,  whilst  Clam,  advancing  from  Buffalora  on 
the  former  point,  might  deal  with  the  head  of  the  columns  as 
they  advanced.  The  conception  was  admirable,  but  to  a  man 
of  Count  Gyulai's  character  impracticable.  He  listened  not 
to  it  for  a  moment,  but  abandoning  the  alternative  of  action, 
amidst  the  suppressed  discontent  and  murmurings  of  his  officers, 
ordered  a  general  retreat  by  the  bridges  of  Vigevano  and  Bere- 
guardo. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Count  Gyulai  contemplated  nothing  less 
at  this  time  than  the  evacuation  of  Lombardy,  and  that  he  had 
decided  on  blowing  up  Pavia  and  Piacenza,  as  a  preliminary  to 
relinquishing  the  whole  country  south  of  the  Mincio  and  Lower 
Po.  He  telegraphed  to  the  Emperor  Francis  Joseph  at  Verona, 
to  inform  him  of  this  intention.  That  the  Emperor  received  the 
intimation  with  indignation  and  disgust,  is  shown  by  the  haste 
with  which  he  despatched  Marshal  Hess  to  the  Ticino.  That 
officer  met  Count  Gyulai  at  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the 
3rd  of  June  near  Bereguardo,  and  had  a  long  interview  with 
him.  The  Austrian  army  had  then  completely  efiected  its 
retreat  across  the  Ticino.  The  second  and  seventh  corps,  under 
Lichtenstein  and  Zobel,  had  passed  over  at  Yigevano,  the  eighth 
and  fifth,  under  Benedek  and  Stadion,  at  Bereguardo,  the  third 
corps,  under  Schwarzenberg,  covering  the  retreat  and  retiring 
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unmolested  on  ^gevano.  The  ninth  corps^  under  Sohaffgotache, 
had  not  moved  vcom  Pavia  or  Piacenza.  The  result  of  the 
interview  between  Hess  and  Gyulai  was  a  resolution  thai 
something  must  be  done  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the 
French.  It  was  known^  however,  early  in  the  morning  that  the 
Ticino  had  been  crossed  at  Turbigo^  north  of  Magenta,  by 
the  Trench,  but  it  was  not  known  that  the  French  had  also  oo- 
cupied  San  Martino^  and  that  they  had  found  the  bridge  of 
Buffalora  in  a  state  fit  for  the  passage  of  troops*^  General 
Hess  having  every  reason,  on  the  contrary,  to  believe  that  the 
bridge  at  San  Martino  and  BuffiJora  had  been  blown  up»  and 
that  there  would  thus  be  ample  time  to  bring  up  troops  to  oppose 
the  passage  of  the  allies  in  force.  That  the  mines  at  the  Buffii- 
lora  bridge  were  insufficiently  charged  with  powder  was  owing 
to  a  mistake  of  the  engineers,  who  had  employed  the  powder 
intended  for  that  operation  in  minor  explosions,  under  the  im- 
presnon  that  it  w<Hdd  be  easy  to  get  more  from  Milan>  where, 
as  it  hi^pened,  none  was  in  store.  Not  knowing  this  miahaft 
however,  and  only  anticipating  an  attack  of  a  <£in^erou8  kind 
from  the  direction  of  Turbigo,  the  Austrians  contented  themselves 
with  throwing  forward  Cordon's  brigade  of  Clam's  corps,  to  watdh 
Turbigo  from  Castano  to  Bobecchetto,  keeping  the  two  remaining 
brigades  of  Clam's  corps  in  Buffalora,  two  brigades  of  Lichtenstein 
(second)  in  Magenta  and  Ponte  di  Magenta,  and  a  third  at  Bo- 
becco ;  whilst  to  strengthen  the  right  of  this  line,  R^shach's 
division  of  Zobel's  corps  was  advanced  to  Corbetta,  about  three 
miles  west  of  Magenta.  Thus  the  Austrian  line  was  not  one 
facing  the  Ticino  or  the  main  body  of  the  French  army,  but 
was  disposed  at  ri^t  angles  to  the  river,  its  left  being  formed 
on  the  nigh  ground  through  which  runs  the  Naviglio  Grande, 
its  centre  at  Magenta,  and  its  right  resting  on  Corbetta.  l^ms 
the  allies^  who  assert  that  they  had  before  them  125,000  Aus- 
triana  at  Magenta,  had  really  but  25,000  or  30,000  men  opposed 
to  them ;  for  Count  Gyulai  halted  the  rest  of  his  army  on  the 
3rd,  at  the  points  which  they  were  enabled  to  reach  about 
nightfalL  Schwarzenberg,  with  the  third  corps,  lay  at  Abbiate 
Grasso,  east  of  the  NavigUo  Grande ;  Zobel,  with  hdf  the  seventh, 
south  of  him,  and  behind  Abbiate  Grrasso  in  the  fields  between 
Guggiano  and  Casteletto ;  Stadion,  with  half  the  fifth,  at  Cas- 
teletto,  and  the  rest  west  of  the  Naviglio  Grande,  about  Falla* 
vecchia,  on  the  road  from  Bereguardo ;  Benedek  to  the  south- 
east at  Binasco.      In  the  evening,  at  half-past  eight,   news 

*  This  fact  is  the  more  curious,  as  Turbigo  is  far  more  distant  from 
Abbiate  Grosso  than  Buffalonu 
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reached  Count  Gynlai^  that  the  allies  had  occupied  tiie  bridge 
of  San  MartinOy  but  he  was  still  unaware  that  the  Buffalora 
bridge  mine  had  fiuled^  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  Count 
Clam^  who  was  on  the  spot  and  ought  to  have  known  it»  was  also 
unaware  of  so  serious  a  misfortune.  Accordingly  the  Austrians^ 
being  already  |)retty  well  fatigued  by  the  marches  of  the  last 
few  days,  remained  in  their  bivouacks  during  the  night,  leaving 
Clam,  Lichtenstein,  and  Reishach,  with  barely  30,000  men,  to 
withstand  as  best  they  could,  the  attack  impending  for  the 
noorrow.  Thus,  with  skill  and  decision,  the  allies  also  com- 
bined on  their  side  the  greatest  good  fortune.  They  occupied 
a  strong  flanking  position  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ticino  from 
Trecate  on  the  south  to  Ponte  Turbigo  on  the  north.  An  entire 
corps  under  MaoMahon  already  occupied  Turbigo  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  river,  and  opposite  the  French  centre  the  passage  of  the 
Ticino  was  equally  secure,  because  the  bridge  of  Buffiilora  re- 
mained unbroken.  Opposed  to  the  allies  were  three  halves  of 
the  corps  of  Clam,  Lichtenstein,  and  Zobel,  which  had  not 
only  to  holV  Buffalora,  Ponte  di  Magenta,  Magenta,  Bobecco, 
and  Corbetta,  but  to  watch  the  movements  of  MacMahon,  at 
Turbigo,  by  posting  a  brigade  at  Bobechetto  and  Castano. 
Clam's  corps  was  weak  because,  after  a  long  and  tiring  march 
firom  Bohemia,  the  head  of  it  alone  had  come  up  by  way  of 
Milan.  Lichtenstein's  was  enfeebled  by  the  detachment  of  part 
of  it  on  other  duty. 

It  is  ilow  necessary  to  give  the  reader  some  knowledge  of  the 
nature  of  the  ground  upon  which  the  battle  of  Magenta  was 
fought.  Of  the  Ticino,  a  wide  and  important  stream,  it  is  un- 
necessary to  speak.  That  obstacle  had  already  been  overcome, — 
at  Turbigo  (north),  because  MacMahon  had  been  allowed  to 
cross  without  opposition,  at  San  Martino  and  Buffidora  (south), 
because  the  brieves  had  not  been  effectually  blown  up»  Par^ 
allel,  however,  to  the  Ticino,  a  canal  about  thirty  feet  wide,  the 
Naviglio  Grande,  runs  at  a  distance  of  two  miles  and  a  quarts 
from  it.  From  the  bridge  on  the  Ticino,  at  San  Martino,  three 
ways  lead  across  the  canal,  and  are  again  united  in  the  village 
of  Magenta.  The  most  northerly  of  these  roads  crosses  the 
canal  at  Buffalora,  next  to  it  runs  the  high  road  from  Novara 
to  Milan,  which  crosses  the  canal  at  Ponte  di  Magenta,  and 
south  of  that  again  is  the  railway,  which,  after  crossing  the 
canal,  also  nms  over  the  main  road  on  a  higher  level.  As  the 
canal  lies  on  elevated  ground,  the  three  roads  above  mentioned 
are  raised  above  the  land  on  either  side.  The  causeway  to  the 
north  leading  to  Buffalora  is  separated  from  the  direct  road  to 
Magenta  and  Milan  by  a  distance  of  about  a  mile,  at  the  west- 
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-ward  pointy  whilst  that  upon  which  the  railway  runs  is  not 
more  tnan  150  yards  distant  on  the  south.  In  short,  the  direct 
road  from  Milan  may  be  called  a  main  line  of.  which  the  Buffii- 
lora  road  and  the  railway  are  the  loops,  the  railway  loop 
diverging  less  from  the  main  line  than  that  of  BufTalonu  The 
Austrians  held  the  three  bridges  on  the  Naviglio  with  cannon. 
The  Buffalora  bridge  alone  of  the  three  was  broken,  the  two 
others  were  mined,  but  the  mines,  for  the  reason  already  given, 
contained  no  powder.  South  of  the  railway  an  old  and  now 
neglected  highway,  the  old  road  to  Magenta,  crosses  the  Navi- 
glio  Grande  at  Ponte  Vecchio  di  Magenta.  South  of  that 
again  lies  Robecco,  between  the  Naviglio  and  the  Tidno,  with  a 
road  and  bridge  across  the  former. 

In  order  further  to  illustrate  the  difficulties  under  which  the 
allies  had  to  labour,  it  is  necessary  to  explmn  the  nature  of  the 
ground  along  which  the  Naviglio  Gbunde  runs.  The  canal 
being  cut  for  purposes  of  in*igation,  lies  high  on  a  ridge,  which 
running  from  Bt^alora  on  the  north  to  Kobecco  on  the  south, 
forms  a  semicircular  chain  out  of  the  crest  of  whim  the  canal 
is  scooped.  Thus  a  heavy  semicircular  embankment  faces  the 
Ticino ;  and  the  roads  which  cross  the  canal  are  in  cuttings, 
the  high  ground  on  each  side  giving  great  advantages  to  the 
defenders,  because  a  hostile  force  advancing  along  the  roads  is 
commanded  from  above,  and  has  the  disadvanti^e  of  passing 
through  a  species  of  defile  at  the  approach  to  each  bridge. 

The  order  of  battle  proposed  by  the  allies  on  the  morning  of 
the  4th,  was  as  follows:  whilst  MacMahon's  corps  and  a 
"division  of  the  Voltigeurs  of  the  French  Guard  were  to  advance 
from  Turbigo  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Naviglio  to  Magenta 
and  Bufialora,  supported  by  the  whole  of  the  Sardinan  army, 
the  Grenadiers  and  Zouaves  of  the  Guard  were  to  attack 
in  front  the  causeways  leading  to  the  Naviglio,  at  Buffalora 
and  Ponte  di  Magenta ;  Canrobert's  corps  from  Novara  sup- 
porting the  latter  movement,  and  NieUs  corps  remaining  in 
reserve  at  Trecate.  At  seven  in  the  morning  MacMahon, 
dividing  his  force  into  two  parts,  began  his  advance  with 
one  division  by  Kobecchetto  on  Buffalora,  and  the  other  by  a 
road  to  the  westward  on  Magenta.  He  had  twelve  miles  to 
march  before  reaching  either  place,  over  roads  thickly  bordered 
by  trees,  and  rendered  to  a  certain  extent  impracticable  by  die 
breaking  of  bridges  and  other  impediments.  The  brigade  of 
Cordon,  scarcely  4000  men,  retired  through  Bobecchetto,  on 
Buffalora,  impeding  the  advance  of  the  enemy  as  best  it  could. 
At  seven  o'clock  also  the  division  of  Grenadiers  and  2k>uaves 
began  to  concentrate  itself  at  San  Martino,  and  Count  Clam 
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sent  word  to  Count  Gyulai,  then  at  Abbiate  Grasso,  that 
his  left  flank  was  seriously  threatened  by  heavy  forces ;  for  not 
only  were  large  bodies  formed  up  at  San  Martino^  but  masses 
were  evidently  pressing  on  from  the  direction  of  Trecate  and 
Novara.  Count  Gyulai  affirms  in  his  despatch  that  he  then 
desired  the  corps  at  his  disposal  to  move  at  once ;  but  the  sequel 
has  proved  that  he  did  nothing  of  thekind^  and  that  he  remained 
for  several  hours  unpardonably  inactive  at  Abbiate  Grasso^  only 
bidding  Clam,  who  had  Licht^nstein's  three  brigades  under 
his  orders,  to  hold  Magenta  at  all  risks.  Schwarzenberg's  corps 
at  Abbiate  Grasso  was  but  nine  miles  distant  from  Magenta, 
half  of  ZobeVs  corps  (and  half  of  Stadion's)  at  Casteletto,  ten 
miles  from  Magenta,  the  other  half  of  Stadion^s  corps  eighteen 
miles  away,  at  Morimondo,  and  Benedek's  twenty-four  miles  off, 
at  Binasoo.  If  it  was  too  much  to  hope  that  Benedek,  or  the  more 
distant  half  of  Stadion's  corps,  should  come  up,  still  the  third, 
seventh,  and  fifth, — that  is  a  whole  and  two  half  corps, — might 
have  reached  the  field  earlier  than  MacMahon,  who  had  twelve 
miles  to  march  to  enter  the  field  of  battle.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  third  corps  did  not  reach  Bobecco  from  Abbiate  Grasso,  a 
march  of  five  miles,  till  past  three  in  the  afternoon,  —  that 
2iobel  only  arrived  at  an  hour  later  still,  and  that  the  division 
Lillia  of  Stadion's  corps  only  arrived  late  at  Corbetta,  the  fifth 
corps,  in  fact,  taking  no  part  whatever  in  the  action.  Speed 
would  have  been  the  more  likely  to  benefit  the  Austrians,  as  the 
allies  had  met  with  unexpected  delays;  At  ten  o'clock  the 
Imperial  Gnard,  Zouaves,  and  Grenadiers  had  been  thrown 
across  the  Ticino,  upon  the  causeways  leading  to  Buffalora  and 
Ponte  di  Magenta,  and  on  the  railroad;  the  object  of  their  ad- 
vance being  to  enable  the  French  to  throw  a  second  bridge  over 
the  Ticino,  not  as  yet  to  force  the  heights  forming  the  southern 
dam  of  the  Jfaviglio.  This  movement  was  met  by  the  Austrians 
with  a  vigorous  cannonade,  which  prevented  not  the  throwing  of 
the  bridge*  Clam  was  still  without  reinforcements,  when  eleven 
o'clock  struck.  He  saw  the  French  preparing  for  a  rush  on 
Buffalora  and  Ponte  di  Magenta,  and  foresaw  the  moment 
when  the  present  stru^Ie  at  long  range  would  become  a  deadly 
one  at  short  dbtances.  He  had  intelligence  of  the  movement 
from  Turbigo ;  for  Cordon's  brigade  was  retreating  before 
superior  numbers.  He  felt  that  now  was  the  time  when  he 
most  needed  to  be  strengthened ;  for  with  the  small  force  at  his 
command  he  could  scarcely  hope  to  repel  successfully  even  the 
attack  from  the  San  Martino  side.  He  accordingly  despatched 
one  of  his  aides-de-camp  to  Abbiate  Grasso  (eleven  o'clock), 
with  pressing  demands  for  assistance.     But   Count    Gyulai 
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did  Dot  begin  to  move  till  half  past  twelve,  despatching  word, 
as  he  left,  to  Zobel,  Schwarzenber^,  and  Stadion  to  advance. 
In  the  meantime,  the  close  attack  which  Clam  anticipated 
had  taken  place.  At  noon  the  Grenadiers  and  Zonaves,  with 
all  available  artillerfr,  advanced  at  once  on  the  three  cause- 
ways against  Buffalora  and  Ponte  di  Magenta.  The  more 
northerly  column  struggled  for  some  time  before  it  succeeded 
in  effecting  its  purpose;  but  in  an  incredibly  short  space  of 
time  the  attack  on  Ponte  di  Magenta  was  successfuL  The 
Zouaves  advancing  above  the  hij^  road  from  Novara  to  Milan; 
the  Grenadiers  in  the  low  ground  within  the  loop  between 
that  road  and  the  railway,  stormed  the  dam,  gained  the  bridges, 
and  notwithstanding  all  Clam's  efforts,  held  their  ground  tfaMsre 
with  a  pertinacity  that  resisted  every  attack.  They  had  to 
maintain  themselves  not  only  against  a  heavy  fire  in  frcmt,  but 
equally  heavy  fire  from  the  flanks  by  the  defenders  of  the 
houses  beyond  Ponte  di  Magenta,  and  those  placed  below  and 
to  the  eastward  along  the  dams  of  the  Naviglio.  For  upwards 
of  an  hour-and-a-half*  the  combat  raged  furiously  on  this  point» 
as  well  as  at  Buffidora.  No  reinforcements  appeared  <hi  either 
side.  Canrobert's  march  from  Novara  had  been  delayed  by  the 
great  encumbrances  he  found  on  the  road.  MacMahon,  impeded 
by  Cordon's  brigade  and  the  obstacles  in  his  path,  had  not  ap- 
peared ;  the  Emperor  Loub  Napoleon,  from  a  tow^  near  the 
bridge  of  San  Martmo,  looked  on  at  the  fight  with  features  of 
which  he  attempted  not  to  conceal  the  gloom.  If  Count  Gryulai 
had  been  ready  with  reinforcements,  the  allies  had  lost  the  battle. 
But  two  o'clock  struck  ere  he  appeared,  and  then  Buffidora,  Ponte 
di  Magenta,  and  the  Naviglio  were  in  possession  of  the  French; 
and  to  add  to  the  discomfiture  of  the  Austrians,  the  cann<m  d 
MacMahon  was  heard  approaching  Buffalora  by  the  Robecchetto 
road. 

It  was  dear  that  now  the  Austrians  coming  up  to  the  aid  of 
Clam  would  have  not  only  to  retake  Buffidora  and  Ponte  di 
Magenta,  but  would  have  to  divert  a  lar^e  part  of  their  troops 
to  the  purpose  of  opposing  MacMahon.  The  troops  of  Clam's  and 
Lichtenstein's  corps,  repelled  from  Buffalora  and  Ponte  di  Ma- 
genta, had  been  directed  to  keep  in  check  the  corps  of  MacMahon, 
which,  advancing  by  the  two  roads  on  Buffidora  and  Magenta, 
found  its  two  divisions  divided  from  each  other.  MacMahon 
believing  himself  cut  in  two,  withdrew  his  right  from  the  Buf- 
falora road  to  throw  his  whole  force  on  Magenta.  He  covered 
this  diflicult  movement  successfully  with  the  aid  of  his  reserve 
under  General,  Camou.  Whilst  this  operation  proceeded, 
Reishach's  division  of  the  seventh  corps,  coming  up  from  the 
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Austrian  right  at  Corbetta^  entered  Magenta,  and  dividing 
into  two  bodies,  with  Reishach  at  its  head  on  one  side  andLeb- 
zeltem  on  the  other,  advanced,  the  first  on  Ponte  di  Magenta, 
the  second  on  Buffalora.  The  attacks  of  both  brigades  were  so 
impetnous  that  they  carried  all  before  them.  Ponte  di  Magenta 
and  Buffalora  were  yielded  by  the  French,  who  still  remained 
unaided,  and  who  lost  two  guns.  But  happily  for  them  Can- 
robert's  corps  had  overcome  the  obstacles  in  its  way,  and  the 
Emperor  besides  had  already  drawn  from  Niel's  reserve  at  Tre- 
cate  Vinoy's  division,  one  brigade  of  which  under  Picard  now 
came  to  the  rescue  of  the  Guards  and  Zouaves.  On  pressed  now 
these  fresh  troops  up  the  causeways  and  dam,  amidst  the  roar 
of  artillery  and  musketry ;  hand  to  hand  fought  the  men.  Leb- 
zeltem  fell,  then  Beishach,  and  foot  by  foot  the  Austrians 
yielded,  as  fresh  troops  from  Canrobert's  corps  advanced  from 
San  Martino  against  them.  The  sky,  as  if  in  anger,  lowered 
black  and  gloomy  over  the  field  where  so  many  thousands  were 
contending.  On  the  Austrian  right  MacMahon  was  making  des* 
perate  efforts.  A  farm  house  called  the  Qascina  Nuova,  outside 
Magenta,  the  railway  station,  and  the  railway  itself,  on  which 
the  French  were  advancing,  were  scenes  of  ceaseless  heroism, 
where  the  combatants  fought  at  close  quarters  with  bayonet 
and  butt  of  rifle,  the  French  gradually  gaining  ground  inch  by 
inch,  whilst  at  Buffalora  and  Ponte  di  Magenta  the  Guards  and 
Zouaves  and  their  supports  were  pressing  to  take  Magenta  in 
rear.  Count  Gryulai  had  in  the  meanwfile  ridden  off  to  Ro- 
becco,  where  lay  a  reserve  of  Kintzel's  brigade  of  Lichtenstein's 
corps.  He  was  anxious  enough  now  (it  was  past  three  o'clock) 
to  get  Schwarzenberg's  corps  into  action,  but  Schwarzenberg  was 
but  at  that  moment  advancing,  and  his  rear  was  at  some  distance. 
Something,  however,  it  became  evidently  necessary  to  do  to 
arrest  the  victorious  progress  of  the  enemy.  So  Count  Gyulai, 
taking  in  hand  Kintzel's  brigade,  threw  it  forward  from  Bobecco 
along  the  south  dde  of  the  Naviglio,  to  take  in  flank  and  rear 
the  French  columns  on  the  old  highway  to  Ponte  Vecchio  di 
Magenta,  which  was  now  held  by  the  enemy  as  well  as  the  three 
others  north  of  it.  As  the  corps  of  Schwarzenberg  came 
up^  it  was  thrown  in  brigades  towards  the  same  direction. 
Thus  Eantzel's  and  Hartung's  advanced  by  the  southern  side 
of  the  Naviglio  to  the  storm  of  Ponte  Vecchio  di  Magenta, 
Bamming's  by  the  northern  bank  to  the  same  end.  The 
Ponte  Vecchio  di  Magenta  was  taken,  lost,  and  retaken  se- 
veral times,  in  the  midst  of  the  thunder  of  cannon  and  the 
more  startling  thunder  of  heaven's  artillery,  which  roared 
over  the  field,  the  French  always  regaining  the  position,  from 
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which  they  endeavoured  to  assault  Bobecco.  As  the  fourth 
attack  of  the  Austrians  was  thus  being  repelled^  a  most  daring 
cavalry  feat  was  performed  by  Colonel  Edelsheim  of  the  Preussea 
hussars.  He  received  orders  to  restore  the  battle  {das  gefecht 
herzustellen)  by  a  charge  of  cavah*y.  Taking  his  squadron  and 
dashing  into  the  fields  encumbered  with  vines  and  intersected 
with  ditches^  Edelsheim  covered  the  ground  before  him  by 
a  series  of  leaps  that  would  have  done  honour  to  steeple- 
chasers. The  Austrian  infantry  (brigade  Grand  Duke  of 
Hesse)  followed  up  the  advantage  thus  given  them,  and  the 
battle  was  re-engaged  on  the  causeway  for  the  ^th  time. 
But  this  daring  act  of  gallantry  came  too  late.  The  Austrians 
were  finally  obliged  to  retire,  their  left  on  Bobecco,  their  right 
and  centre  on  Corbetta,  MacMahon  having  pressed  the  village 
of  Magenta  so  strongly  from  the  north,  that  the  Austrians  most 
needs  give  way.  Two  Hungarian  regiments,  not  over-stiaunc^^ 
had  fled  from  the  Cascina  Nuova  into  the  streets  of  Magente; 
one  r^ment  coming  up  by  rail  from  Milan  had  been  made  pri- 
soners without  a  blow.  As  for  the  Htmgarian  regiment  alr^idy 
mentioned,  many  were  taken  prisoners  by  the  French  under 
MacMahon.  The  officers  tried  to  rally  the  remainder.  A 
young  lieutenant,  endeavouring  by  force  to  make  a  Hungarian 
turn  and  face  the  enemv,  was  bayonetted  in  the  arm,  and  re- 
venged this  breach  of  discipline  by  pistolling  its  author.  On 
rolled  the  tide  of  battle  into  the  streets  of  Magenta.  From 
house  to  house  it  rolled  till  darkness  came  on,  and  threw  its 
mantle  over  the  ghastly  field  of  battle.  MacMahon  retired  to 
the  north  of  Magenta,  the  French  keeping  Ponte  di  Magenta 
and  BufFalonu  Clam's  and  Lichtenstein*s  corps  were  com- 
pletely dispersed,  but  still  Count  Gyulai  had  the  fifth  and  eighth 
corps  at  hand;  with  these  and  the  third  under  Schwarzenbeig, 
and  the  remains  of  the  seventh  under  Zobel,  he  might  have  re- 
newed the  battle  on  the  5th. 

Night  had  set  in  without  giving  the  allies  a  certunty  that 
the  victory  was  theirs.  All  the  troop  which  had  fought  on 
the  causeways  and  the  Naviglio,  and  in  Magenta  itsw,  had 
been  withdrawn  for  the  purpose  of  reorganinng  them. 
Trochu's  brigade  alone  remained  at  Ponte  di  Magenta.  Even 
MacMahon  was  willing  to  confess  that  the  day  had  been  equally 
contested.  The  Emperor,  in  a  bulletin,  from  which  the  ^Moniteur^ 
carefully  withheld  the  superscription,  but  which  we  know  was 
written  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ticino  on  the  morning  of  the 
5th,  telegraphed  to  the  Empress  Eugenie,  'that  on  that  day  the 
*  army  was  taking  rest  and  organising  itself.'  The  Austrians, 
it  is  true,  had  lost  the  present  services  of  several  valuable 
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officers :  Grenerals  Baron  Beiahach^  von  Burdina^  yon  Diirfeld, 
von  Lebzeltem,  and  von  Wetzlar,  had  been  wounded,  15,000 
men  were  killed,  wounded,  prisoners,  or  missing.  But  the  French 
bad  suffered  equal  losses :  General  Espinasse  and  General  Cler 
had  been  killed.  Generals  Wimpifen  and  Mellinet  wounded. 
The  Austrian  troops  had  fought  under  serious  disadvantages. 
Burdened  with  knapsacks,  harassed  by  previous  marches,  we- 
ened by  want  of  food,  caused  by  the  bad  system  of  feeding 
in  the  Austrian  army,  as  well  as  by  the  haste  with  which  they 
had  sometimes  been  moved,  they  had  still  disputed  with  wonder- 
ful tenacity  the  ground  which  the  French  pressed  them  to  obtfdn ; 
and  they  had  done  all  that  young  soldiers  could  be  expected  to  do. 
They  had  been  ill  led  by  their  commander-in-chief,  but  admirably 
by  their  immediate  superiors,  whose  bravery  had  been  conspi- 
cuous. The  French  expected  that  they  would  have  again  to  fight 
for  the  causeways  leading  to  Magenta,  and  that  much  heavy 
work  lay  before  them  ere  they  could  think  of  advancing  on 
MilaD.  But  Count  Gyulai,  if  he  once  Contemplated  a  bold  and 
decisive  course  like  that  of  renewing  the  battle  of  Magenta, — 
if  in  order  to  do  so  he  kept  the  third  corps  at  Bobecco  and  the 
fifth  at  Corbetta,  soon  shrank  from  the  responsibility  of  a  new 
encounter,  and  found  a  pretext  for  retreating  in  the  fact  that 
Clam's  and  Lichtenstein's  corps  were  dispersed, — an  undoubted 
fact — but  insufficient  as  an  excuse  for  retreat,  when  Benedek's 
corps  might  have  been  brought  up,  which  would  have  made  the 
Austrian  army  as  strong  on  the  5th  for  a  renewed  engagement 
as  it  had  been  on  the  4th  to  keep  the  allies  at  bay.  It  was 
the  opinion  of  the  most  intelligent  amongst  the  Austrian  stafi^ 
officers  that  if  the  army  maintained  itself  on  the  field  of  battle 
on  the  5th  of  June,  the  French  would  be  forced  back  finally 
to  the  ri^ht  bank  of  the  Ticino ;  but  arguments  with  a  man 
like  Gyiuai,  afraid  of  responsibility  and  prone  to  foresee  dis- 
aster, were  useless.  The  Emperor  had  committed  a  great 
error  in  giving  him  the  supreme  command.  It  was  a  greater 
error  still  not  to  supersede  him  on  the  eve  of  Magenta  by  Hess, 
or  some  other  officer.  Gyulai  had  just  made  a  series  of  blun- 
ders, yet  Hess  was  only  commissioned  to  remonstrate  with  him, 
and  induce  him  to  abandon  the  idea  of  retreating  from  Lom- 
bardy.  The  command  was  left  him,  and  the  consequence  was 
a  string  of  unpardonable  follies  at  Magenta,  where  a  fine  position 
and  a  splendid  opportunity  were  lost  by  his  incapacity  on 
the  4th.  On  the  5  th  he  lost  his  head  idtogether.  He  had 
resolved  to  retire,  he  therefore  issued  orders  for  the  several 
corps  to  fall  back.  To  cover  his  retreat  it  was  necessary  to 
appoint  some  force  to  protect  his  rear.     He  had  by  him  an 
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entire  diyision  of  Stadion's  corps,  the  division  Lillla,  wlueh 
had  not  been  engaged.  Instead  of  covering  his  retreat  with 
this  or  any  other  fresh  body  of  men,  he  chose  the  brigade 
of  Hartung  to  perform  that  duty, — a  brigade  which  had  fought 
during  the  previous  day  for  several  hours  and  lost  a  vast  number 
of  men.  This  brigade,  composed  of  the  regiment  Grand  Duke 
of  Hesse,  advanced  early  on  the  5th  to  storm  Ponte  di  Ma- 
genta, then  held  by  Trochu's  brigade  only,  and  under  cover  of 
its  fire  the  Austrian  army  b^an  slowly  to  retire,  but  the  attack 
of  the  Hartung  brigade  was,  in  the  words  of  Prince  Schwarz- 
enberg,  ^  the  last  effort  of  a  gallant  regiment.'  This  last  stroke 
of  generalship  decided  the  fate  of  Gyulai,  who  was  forthwidi 
deprived  of  the  command  not  only  of  the  army  but  of  that 
portion  called  the  second  army  alsa 

The  retreat  meanwhile  was  effected  in  good  order.  The  ad- 
vance of  Hxirtung's  brigade  on  the  5th  had  produced  a  useless 
sacrifice  of  lives.  The  allies  were  not  in  a  naood  for  a  dose 
pursuit,  and  when  they  ascertained  that  the  retreat  had  really 
commenced,  MacMahon  exclaimed :  ^  Since  they  thus  surrender 
*  their  advantages,  let  us  profit  by  them.'  So  on  the  evenmg  of 
the  5th,  whilst  the  Austrians  were  falling  back  on  Melegnano, 
Lodi,  CodognO}  the  French  advanced  on  Milan.  On  the  6th 
the  capital  of  Lombardy  was  occupied  by  the  allies,  and  Ba- 
raguay  d'Hilliers  commenced  the  pursuit  by  advancing  towards 
Melegnano.  On  the  same  day  Pavia  and  Piacenza  were  blown 
up  and  abandoned.  On  the  8th  Benedek  was  assailed  by  Ba- 
raguay  d'Hilliers'  corps  at  Melegnano.  It  was  an  useless 
engagement,  in  which  the  French  lost  more  than  the  Austrians, 
fought  perhaps  in  honour  of  the  French  arms  under  Francis  L 
on  that  same  plain  of  Mari^an.  Three  skirmishes  of  an 
unimportant  nature  also  took  place  later  on  the  extreme  left  of 
the  allied  line,  between  the  Piedmontese  and  Garibaldi's  corps 
and  the  troops  under  Urban;  but  it  may  be  said,  all  things 
considered,  that  the  Austrians  effected  their  retreat  to  the  Mincio 
unmolested,  and  that  now  the  attention  of  the  French  must 
be  concentrated  on  the  celebrated  Viereck  or  quadrangle  of 
Verona,  Mantua,  Legnago,  and  Peschiera.  The  result  of  the 
battle  of  Magenta  had  been  the  loss  of  Lombardy  to  Austria, 
it  now  remuned  to  be  seen  whether  the  Veronese  and  Venetia 
were  to  share  its  fate. 


The  retreat  of  the  Austrians  was  completed  on  the  20th  of 
June.  It  was  orderly  and  well  conducted.  The  French  made 
no  active  pursuit     They  concentrated  their  troops  on  the  left. 
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keeping  their  corps  well  together  In  order  to  be  prepared  for  any 
sudden  movement  of  offence  that  might  be  made  against  them ; 
and  thus  thej  reached  the  Chiese  about  the  2l8t  June^  their 
outposts  being  extended  on  the  22nd  from  Lonato^  on  the  Lake 
of  Grarda,  to  Montechiaro^  on  the  Chiese.  This  leisurely  advance 
on  their  part  is  explained  by  the  necessity  of  bridging  succes- 
sively the  passages  of  the  Adda,  the  Serio,  the  Oglio,  and  the 
Mella,  all  of  which  had  been  rendered  impassable  by  the  Aus- 
trians  in  their  retreat  through  Lombardy.  For  a  time  it 
seemed  as  if  the  Emperor  of  Austria  had  determined  to  maintain 
himself  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Mincio,  as  the  head-quarters 
of  the  second  army  were  maintained  till  the  20th  at  Monte- 
chiaro  and  Castiglione  delle  Stiviere;  but  on  the  afbernoon 
of  the  20th  these  places  were  abandoned,  and  he  fixed  his  head- 
quarters at  Yillafranca,  midway  between  Verona  and  Yall^gio, 
Count  Schlick,  at  the  head  of  the  second  army,  occupying 
Valleggio,  General  Wimpffen,  with  the  first  army,  resting 
his  left  on  Mantua.  The  whole  Austrian  army  was  thus  in 
line  |on  the  Mincio  from  Mantua  to  Peschiera^  Lichten- 
stein's  corps  (the  second),  standing  on  the  extreme  left  at 
Mantua,  and  Benedek's  (eighth  V  on  me  extreme  right,  near  Pes- 
chiera.  The  whole  army  had  been  reorganised;  the  gaps  made 
in  the  ranks  at  Magenta  had  been  filled  up  bv  arrivals  &om 
Germany.  Count  Gyulai  had  taken  leave  of  the  troops,  and 
the  supreme  command  had  been  assumed  by  the  Austrian  Em- 
peror in  person.  High  hope  swelled  the  bosoms  of  the  army 
under  his  command.  It  was  generally  whispered  that  an  offen- 
sive movement  was  in  contemplation,  that  the  various  army 
corps  had  been  brought  together  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mincio 
only  to  place  them  in  complete  communication  with  each  other. 
It  was  felt  that  from  that  line  it  would  be  easy  to  make  a  con- 
centric movement  on  any  point  where  the  enemy  might  be 
favourably  met,  and  those  who  best  knew  the  temper  of  Francis 
Joseph  were  confident  that  he  contemplated  such  a  movement ; 
nor  were  they  mistaken  in  their  opinion. 

On  the  22nd  of  June  orders  were  issued  for  a  general  recon- 
naissance of  the  allied  line.  Major  Appel,  an  officer  of  great  ex- 
perience^  was  chosen  to  perform  this  service,  which  he  executed 
with  sagacity  and  firmness.  It  was  ascertained  that  the  allies  had 
pushed  their  outposts  to  Castiglione  delle  Stiviere  andDesenzano, 
but  the  main  body  of  the  army  was  still  behind  the  Chiese,  with 
its  head-quarters  at  Montechiaro.  This  information  was  made 
the  base  of  the  Emperor's  plan  of  operations.  A  council  of  war 
was  held,  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  Austrian  army,  moving 
from  its  present  base,  should  perform  a  concentric  movement  on 
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Montechiaro.  To  illustrate  this,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  ex- 
amine a  map.  Montechiaro  was  the  apex  of  a  triangle,  of  which 
the  line  of  the  Mincio  was  the  hase.  Every  step  in  advance 
would  bring  the  Austrian  corps  nearer  to  each  other,  until  in 
the  vicinity  of  Montechiaro  they  would  have  lain  in  close 
proximity.  But  to  secure  the  success  of  such  an  enterprise 
it  would  have  been  highly  desirable  that  the  movement 
should  be  completed  in  one  day ;  for  if  two  days  were  spent  in 
effecting  it  the  allies  might  possibly  defeat  it  by  an  advance. 
This  argument  was  urged  with  some  force,  but  overruled,  we 
believe,  for  this  reason :  the  allies-  had  hitherto  advanced  but 
slowly ;  there  was  no  inducement  which  should  cause  them  now 
to  hurry.  The  contemplated  advance  was  difficult  in  one 
day,  and  could  very  well  be  completed  in  two.  Accordingly  it 
was  resolved,  that  on  the  23rd  of  June  the  Austrian  army  should 
so  far  advance  on  its  concentric  march,  that  the  centre  should 
occupy  Cavriana  and  Solferino,  the  right  Pozzolengo,  the  left 
Medole  and  Castel  Goffredo,  with  supports  in  Guiddizolo, 
and  Volta^  On  the  24th  the  forward  movement  was  to  con- 
tinue; CaBtiglione  was  to  be  occupied  in  the  centre,  the 
right  advancing  to  the  verge  of  the  hills  which  lie  between 
Castiglione  and  Lonato,  the  left  advancing  towards  Castene- 
dolo.  The  Austrians  would  thus  have  obtamed  a  splendid  por- 
tion facing  the  Chiese,  with  the  plain  between  Lonato  and  Cas- 
tiglione to  manoeuvre  upon,  and  a  fine  field  for  the  numerous 
cavalry,  which  is  the  pride  of  the  Empire,  to  do  its  best  upon. 
On  the  morning  of  the  23rd  the  head-quarters  of  the  Emperor 
Francis  Joseph  were  transferred  to  Valleggio,  on  the  Mindo, 
and  the  army  began  its  movement. 

Yalleggio  is  on  the  eastern  slope  of  a  hill  which  looks  down 
upon  the  plains  of  Verona  and  Mantua.  Passing  through  its 
crooked  streets  lined  with  houses  of  no  very  imposing  appearance, 
the  road  from  Verona  to  the  Mincio  ascends  a  height  from  which 
a  view  of  the  country  east,  south,  and  west  is  easily  obtained. 
West  of  the  road  and  above  it  rise  the  walls  and  towers  of  the 
Viscontis  old  palace.  In  this  old  eyrie  of  the  feudal  ages,  the  hired 
mercenaries  of  the  dukes  of  Milan  watched  the  passage  of  the 
Mincio.  Looking  down  towards  that  river  to  the  westward, 
their  glance  plunged  upon  the  blue  stream  of  the  river,  bridged 
by  a  gigantic  arch,  the  entrance  to  which  was  defended  by  a  high 
crenelated  causeway  flanked  at  each  extremity  by  heavy  square 
towers.  Beyond  Uiis  formidable  work  the  road  may  be  seen 
stretching  its  serpentine  folds  along  the  bottoms  of  miniature 
vales  and  over  undulating  hills,  till  it  reaches  the  village  of 
Volta,  picturesquely  placed,  at  the  distance  of  seven  miles,  on  a 
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high  mound  which  forms  the  verge  of  the  landscape  in  that 
direction.  Looking  north,  the  course  of  the  Mincio  is 
traced  along  a  vale,  on  the  western  bank  of  which  stood  the 
walls  of  Monzambano  cUstle,  rivalling  that  of  Valleggio  in  the 
height  of  its  square  towers  and  the  extent  of  its  defences. 
Between  the  openings  of  the  undulating  hills,  midway  on  the 
horizon  betwixt  Monzambano  and  Volta,  rises  the  cone  of  Sol- 
ferino,  the  *  Spia  d'  Italia '  as  it  is  called,  capped  by  a  broad 
tower  overlooking  all  the  plfdng  and  hills  of  Northern  Italy. 
The  possessors  of  Valleggio  castle  were  not  confined  to  this 
view  alone.  From  the  high  platform  of  the  outer  court  their 
glances  might  extend  over  the  plains  of  the  Veronese.  To  the 
north-east  they  could  view  the  stupendous  Alps  that  dip  their 
sides  into  the  lakes  of  Grarda  and  Iseo,  the  rich  plain  dotted 
with  trees  and  villas  that  concealed  the  lakes  from  view ;  whilst 
to  the  east  they  could  trace  through  verdure  and  vegetation  the 
great  lines  of  road  converging  through  Villafranca  on  Vejrona, 
the  ever-stretching  plain  southwards,  in  the  extreme  distance  of 
which  shone  in  the  sunlight  the  white  chmrches  and  edifices  of 
Mantua. 

The  castles  of  Valleggio,  of  Monzambano,  and  the  *  Spia 
*  d'  Italia,'  are  all  ruins  now,  the  abode  of  the  many-coloured 
lizard,  the  nestling  place  of  ravens ;  but  from  their  walls  may 
fitill  be  seen  the  gorgeous  landscapes  we  have  endeavoured 
to  describe,  and  from  one  of  them,  that  of  Valleggio,  on  the 
23rd  June,  the  hosts  of  Austria  were  beheld  advancing  through 
plains,  over  hills  and  dales,  to  the  positions  assigned  to  them. 
In  the  northern  outskirt  of  Valleggio  is  a  summer  palace 
imbedded  in^the  luxuriant  shade  of  aged  trees.  Here  the 
great  Napoleon  once  spread  his  couch,  and  was  about  to  lie 
down  to  rest,  when  a  party  of  cavalry  surprised  him,  and 
he  was  fain  to  jump  from  a  balcony,  and,  seizing  the  first 
horse  he  could  find,  seek  his  safety  in  flight  (28th  B^y,  1796). 
Here,  on  the  morning  of  the  23rd  of  June,  stood  the  youthful 
descendant  of  the  Hapsburghs,  surrounded  by  a  glittering 
and  numerous  staff.  Near  him  the  one-eyed  Schlick,  with  his 
staff  too,  and  amongst  them  the  young  and  accomplished  Prince 
of  Nassau.  Presently  a  signal  was  given  to  mount ;  a  great 
clashing  of  sabres  was  heard ;  and  amidst  a  flourish  of  trum- 
pets and  rolling  of  drums,  out  marched  the  Imperial  party. 
Behind  it,  as  it  ascended  the  midn  street  of  Valleggio,  came  the 
head  of  a  well-known  corps,  the  fifth,  music  to  the  front,  the  band 
playing  a  martial  air.  On  they  strode  down  the  descent  to  the 
Mincio.     The  old  towers  and  causeway  are  still  there,  but  the 
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bridge  is  not  wnere  it  used  to  be ;  that  passage  is  broken  down 
like  the  family  of  Yisconti  which,  built  it.  A  more  humble 
bridge  of  wood  stands  lower  down  the  stream^  and  aocommo- 
dates  the  imperial  procession.  The  soldiers  follow  their  Emperor; 
cavalry,  infantry,  artillery,  baggage,  all  pour  over  —  an  endless 
line,  the  men  gay  as  becomes  them,  singing  choral  songs  —  in 
their  caps  and  shakos  sprigs  of  oak  and  myrtle.  The  day  b 
hot,  the  road  dusty,  but  the  Emperor  leads  the  way  and  who 
shall  falter?  From  Yalleggio  castle  at  the  same  time  might  be 
seen  the  advance  of  other  corps  of  this  great  army.  The 
roads  between  Verona  and  Vall^gio  were  traced  by  the  clouds 
of  dust  raised  by  marching  regiments;  those  leadmg  towards 
Pozzolo  and  Goito  were  indicated  in  a  similar  manner.  On 
a  sudden,  whilst  all  this  movement  was  proceeding,  what  white 
speck  was  that  rising  above  the  hills  and  mounting  to  heaven  ? 
Was  it  a  balloon  hovering  over  the  landscape  ?  In  its  boat 
were  daring  spirits  seeking  to  pry  into  the  mysteries  below? 
Did  they  betray  the  secret  of  Francis  Joseph's  movement? 
Louis  Napoleon  says,  tiiat  they  saw  and  told  him  nothing ;  but 
if  the  story  be  true,  from  their  floating  station  they  might  have 
seen,  not  tiiie  columns  on  their  march  —  the  men  were  too 
mudi  in  miniature  —  but  the  clouds  of  dust  that  betrayed  the 
advance. 

That  day,  the  various  corps  composing  the  Austrian  host  • 
approached  each  other,  and  a  little  after  midday  occupied  the 
following  positions.  Benedek,  widi  the  eighth  corps  and  part 
of  the  fourth  under  Baumgarten,  from  Peschiera  and  Salionze, 
to  Pozzolengo,  occupying  the  latter  village  and  the  ground 
towards  Kivoltella  with  his  right,  and  extending  his  left  to* 
wards  Solferino;  Stadion,  with  the  fifth  corps,  occupied  Sol- 
ferino;  Clam,  with  the  first,  Cavriana  and  positions  to  the 
north  of  it ;  Zobel,  with  the  seventh,  bivouacked  on  the  plain 
in  and  about  Foresto ;  Schwarzenberg,  with  the  third,  on  the 
plain  between  Foresto  and  Guiddizolo ;  Scha%ot8che,  with  the 
ninth,  held  Guiddizolo  with  a  vanguard  of  two  battalions  in 
Medole;  Wemhardt,  with  the  tenth,  at  Castel  Goffredo;  Weichl, 
with  the  eleventh,  in  the  rear  as  support  Zedwitz,  with  his  di- 
vision of  six  cavalry  regiments,  was  in  the  vicinity  of  the  latter. 
Mensdorfi*,  with  a  smaller  division  near  Zobel,  on  the  road  firom 
Foresto  to  San  Cassiano.  Strong  artillery  reserves  arrived  at 
the  same  time  at  Yolta.  The  army  thus  encamped,  brought 
its  baggage  as  close  up  as  possible,  that  they  might  be  ready  at 
a  moment's  notice  to  start  at  nine  next  morning,  towards  Cas- 
tiglioni.     The  order  of  march  for  the  next  day  was  issued.     The 
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eighth  and  half  the  fourth  corps  under  Benedek  were  to  advance 
on  Lonato^  the  fifth  and  first  along  the  road  by  Le  Grole  to 
Castiglione ;  Brandenstein's  division  of  the  seventh  corps  along 
the  plain  and  through  San  Cassiano,  to  the  same  point.  The 
second.  Prince  of  Hesse's  division^  of  Zobel's  corp,  was  to  ad- 
vance on  Castiglioni  by  Gruiddizolo  with  the  thirds  ninth,  and  tenth 
corps ;  whilst  the  second  corps  under  Lichtenstein  was  to  leave 
Mantua,  and  assist  in  protecting  the  left  flanl  of  the  whole  army. 
But  these  arrangements  were  destined  to  a  rude  disturbance  by 
events  which  might  have  been  foreseen.  The  Emperor  Louis 
Napoleon,  instead  of  remaining  in  his  position  west  of  the 
Chiese,  moved  his  whole  force  and  occupied  Castiglione  and 
lionato  on  the  very  day  that  the  Austrians  made  their  first  ad- 
vance. His  patrols  encountered  those  of  the  Austrians  near 
Solferino,  and  he  prepared  himself  for  a  new  advance  on  the 
very  night  in  which  the  Austrians  were  so  securely  sleeping  in 
their  bivouacks. 

The  Austrians  little  heeding  danger  or  expectant  of  collision 
with  the  foe,  made  merry  in  their  mvouacks,  and  enjoyed  their 
day's  meal.  The  'Sun  was  going  down  and  shed  a  chastened 
light  over  one  of  the  most  gorgeous  landscapes  of  Northern 
Italy.  Bil's  brigade  of  the  fifth  corps  occupied  a  long  mound 
running  east  and  west  sloping  at  its  western  and  southern  side 
into  the  plain  of  Medole,  capped  on  the  eastern  side  by  the 
*  Spia  d'  Italia,'  which  in  that  direction  overhangs  a  precipitous 
descent.  ,  This  descent,  miscalled  a  road,  leads  by  a  zigzag  path 
down  the  eastern  declivity  to  the  village  of  Solferino.  The 
main  street  is  a  sort  of  a  defile,  for  on  the  west  rises  the 
spit  on  which  stands  the  spectator,  on  the  east,  a  hill  not 
quite  so  high  or  abrupt,  crowned  by  the  church  of  San  Pietro, 
and  fianked  still  more  to  the  right  by  a  cemetery  and  plan- 
tations, Puchner's  brigade  of  the  fifth  corps  held  San  Pietro 
and  the  cemetery  with  the  rest  of  Pallfy's  and  Sternberg's 
divisions,  in  the  hilly  ground  south  and  east,  as  reserve.  These 
troops  encamped  on  a  series  of  small  hills  lying  between 
Solferino  and  Cavriana,  all  or  most  of  them  low  isolated  spits 
running  due  east  and  west,  and  sloping  gently  to  the  south  and 
westw^  into  the  plain  of  Medole,  communicated  with  the 
high  village  of  Cavriana  by  a  road  leading  up  from  the  low 
grounds  at  the  base  of  the  Spia.  This  road  could  be  traced 
south  to  the  ruins  of  the  castle  of  Cavriana,  an  old  and  formid- 
able mediaeval  ruin,  serving  as  a  bulwark  to  the  village  behind 
it,  and  concealing  the  more  southerly  trend  of  the  hills  towards 
Volta. 
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Night  set  in.  No  reconnaissance  had  been  sent  by  the 
Austrians  to  ascertain  whether  Castiglione  or  Lonato  were 
occupied  in  force.  Vedettes  were  thrown  out  to  watch  the 
front  of  the  long  cuirtred  line  from  Pozzolengo  to  Castel  Gofiredo. 
The  baggage  was  brought  well  up  to  the  rear  of  each  regiment, 
that  the  march  might  be  speedily  resumed  in  the  morning,  and 
as  the  waning  moon  shed  its  light  on  the  bivouacks,  the  soldiers 
of  Francis  Joseph  slept  on  that  field  which  was  soon  to  be  the 
last  resting-place  of  so  many  thousands  of  them.  No  effectual 
dispositions  had  been  made  by  the  Austrians  for  the  great  action 
in  which  they  were  about  to  be  engaged ;  nor  was  it  intended 
that  the  encounter  should  take  place  until  the  Imperial  forces 
were  concentrated  on  the  Chiese  by  the  march  of  the  follow- 
ing day.  Not .  so  on  the  part  of  the  allies,  who  defeated  the 
combination  by  advancing  with  greater  promptitude  than  the 
advancing  enemy.  At  two  in  the  morning,  beyond  the  reach 
of  all  prying  from  balloons  in  air  or  cavalry  patrols  on  land,  the 
army  of  Louis  Napoleon  began  to  move.  From  long  distances 
to  the  north,  as  far  as  Brescia,  the  cavalry  advanced.  From 
Lonato  the  army  of  the  Bang  of  Piedmont  moved  forward  to 
Pozzolengo  and  Peschiera;  whilst  Baraguay  d'Hilliers'  corps 
proceeded  towards  Solferino  from  Esenta,  half  way  between 
Lonato  and  Castiglione.  From  Castiglione  MacMahon^s  corps 
advanced  along  both  sides  of  the  hills  that  run  from  that 
town  towards  Solferino.  Niel  advanced  on  the  plain  towards 
Medole  and  Guiddizolo,  and  Canrobert  from  Mezzano,  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Chiese,  by  Visano,  to  Castel  Groffiiredo, 
and  Medole.  As  dawn  broke,  the  fibrst  French  colnnms 
appeared  in  the  plains  between  Solferino  and  San  Cassiana 
A  detachment  of  cavalry  in  front  observed  what  seemed 
through  the  mist  of  the  morning  a  giant  hussar  watching  by 
the  side  of  the  way.  The  figure  in  an  instant  disappeared, 
jumped  over  a  ditch  into  the  road,  crossed  it,  then  tumai,  and 
assaulting  the  French  officer  at  the  head  of  the  detachment  on 
his  left  or  improtected  side,  dealt  him  a  tremendous  cut  across 
the  head,  followed  by  a  second  equally  well  directed.  The 
Frenchman  fell,  and,  as  he  did  so,  the  Austrian  wheeled  and 
made  off.  A  volley  from  the  troopers  behind  rattled  after 
him  and  brought  him  down.  The  echo  of  the  fire  rolled 
across  the  valley,  was  repeated  on  the  hills,  and  was  the 
signal  that  the  two  hostile  armies  had  met.  Up  sprung  the 
Austrians  from  their  bivouacks  to  the  calls  of  drum  and 
trumpet,  and  amid  the  roll  of  musketry  which  already  b^an 
to  be  general,  the  battle  was  engaged.     Hastily  the  regimental 
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b^gnge  waggons  fell  to  the  rear^  hastily  cannon  came  rushmg 
to  the  front  at  Solferino^  and  on  the  plain.  Hastily  the 
Austrians  began  to  strenethen  as  well  as  the  emergency  per- 
mitted^ the  ground  on  which  they  had  bivouackedy  and  which 
their  adversaries  have  repeatedly  described  as  being  fortified  in 
every  way  that  human  ingenuity  could  invent.  At  the  sound 
too  the  Emperor  Louis  Napoleon  arose,  and  taking  horse  ad- 
vanced from  Montechiaro  at  the  head  of  his  Imperial  Guard. 

It  will  be  remarked  that  in  describing  the  hills  of  Solferino 
and  those  in  its  rear,  the  general  direction  of  them  has 
been  given,  as  from  east  to  west.  The  advance  of  the  French 
army  on  the  Austrian  positions  was  in  a  line  from  south-west 
to  north-east.  Thus  the  hills  lay  at  an  angle  to  the  enemy's 
front,  and  they  were  assailable  not  only  from  the  north  but  in 
flank  and  rear  &om  the  west  and  south.  The  positions  of  the 
Austrians  were  thus  excessively  unfavourable.  In  addition 
to  the  weakness  caused  by  the  trend,  there  was  this  additional 
source  of  feebleness,  that  the  flank  and  rear  of  the  spurs  all 
gently  sloped  to  the  plain,  giving  the  enemy  far  greater  facili- 
ties for  attack  in  that  direction  than  those  which  existed  in 
front.  At  first  the  French  who  advanced  against  the  Austrian 
position  at  Solferino  did  not  take  note  of  tms,  and  their  attack 
by  Baraguay  d'Hilliers'  corps  was  against  the  front,  by  the 
cemelery,  the  church  of  San  Pietro,  the  narrow  defile  of 
Solferino  Street,  and  the  northern  path  that  leads  up  the  spit 
whereon  stands  a  domed  church  and  buildings  called  the 
Coinmune  di  Solferino.  These  portions  of  the  position,  ener- 
getically defended  by  Bils'  and  Puchner's  brigades,  were 
attacked  in  vain  by  Bazaine's  and  Ladmirault's  divisions. 
Though  the  troops  of  those  generals  gallantly  stormed  the 
positions  opposed  to  them,  they  fell  in  masses  under  the  fire  of 
the  Austrians,  who  steadily  held  their  ground  among  the  tomb- 
stones of  the  cemetery,  in  the  church  of  San  Pietro,  and  the 
houses  of  the  village.  Whilst  the  combat  raged  furiously  here, 
the  divisions  in  the  plain  had  already  come  into  action,  and 
whilst  MacMahon  advanced  on  the  road  to  San  Cassiano, 
Niel's  corps  drove  two  battalions  of  the  regiment  Archduke 
Charles  out  of  Medole,  and  established  itself  there.  Can- 
robert,  still  more  to  the  lyestward,  entered  Castel  Goffredo. 
The  movements  on  the  Austrian  left  were  therefore  signalised 
at  an  early  period  by  a  tendency  to  fall  back.  Niel  had  had 
to  repulse  a  furious  charge  of  cavalry,  but  had  succeeded  in 
taking  Medole.  General  Zedwitz,  indeed,  who  stood  near 
Medole,  withdrew  with  six  regiments  of  cavalry  and  six  batte- 
ries of  artillery  (15,000  men  and  36  guns),  and  never  stopped 
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in  hk  panic  till  he  reached  Goito.  The  movement  of  retro- 
gression was  but  slight  however,  and  the  Austrians  hcqped  late 
in  the  day  to  outflimk  the  French  right  with  Licditenstein'B 
corps,  which  was  supposed  to  have  reached  Castel  Gtiffi^edo 
irom  Mantua  on  the  night  of  the  23rd,  but  which  had  in  fSeu^ 
remained  stationary  when  it  heard  of  a  French  column  under 
Prince  Napoleon  approaching  the  Oglio  at  Marcaria. 

Whilst  the  Emperor  Louis  Napoleon,  roused  by  tiie  roar 
of  artillery,  wafted  to  him  on  a  %ht  breeze  to  Montechiaro, 
made  his  way  with  such  speed  as  he  was  capable  of  to  the 
scene  of  action,  the  Emperor  Francis  Joseph,  who  had  slept 
in  Yalle^o,  was  still  in  ignorance  that  an  action,  which  was  to 
decide  the  fate  of  the  campaign,  had  begun.  The  impmol 
staff,  to  the  number  of  sixty  or  seventy  officers  led  by  Greneral 
Vetter,  Quartermaster-General  to  the  Emperor,  started  finom 
Valleggio  at  six  in  the  morning  for  Cavriana,  whilst  General 
Hess  remained  behind  to  accompany  the  Emperor  somewhat 
later.  The  high  hills  which  separated  the  pliuns  of  Medole 
from  the  course  of  the  Mincio,  had  dulled  the  sound  of  the 
action;  and  it  was  not  till  the  imperial  staff  began  asoend- 
ing  the  eastern  face  of  the  slopes  towards  Cavriana,  after 
a  difficult  ride  over  the  Strada  Cavallara,  that  the  boom- 
ing of  cannon  revealed  tiie  fact  that  a  battle  was  at^  that 
moment  being  fought.  As  the  staff  proceeded,  it  met  the 
baggage  and  hospital  waggons  of  the  regiments  in  front  re- 
tiring to  the  rear,  and  as  it  entered  the  eastern  gnte  of  die 
village  encountered  the  first  batches  of  wounded  ana  dying  men 
at  the  entrance  to  a  large  house  abutting  on  the  ruins  of  the 
castle.  Under  the  arched  gallery  forming  the  front  of  the 
house,  and  on  the  space  outside,  the  regimental  sui*geons  w^ne 
already  tending  the  first  victims  of  the  Mttle.  It  was  now  half- 
past  seven,  and  as  the  staff,  after  riding  through  Cavriana, 
halted  in  the  road  to  San  Cassiano,  an  orderly  hussar  rode  up 
and  delivered  an  open  paper,  dated  six  in  the  morning,  and  on 
which  was  written  in  pencil :  *  The  enemy  have  attn^ed  us, 
^  and  the  combat  is  engaged  along  the  whole  line.'  General  Hess 
and  the  Emperor  were  still  at  Valleggio,  yet  the  battle  had  been 
raging  for  full  two  hours  and  a  half;  brigadiers,  generals  of  di- 
vision, and  leaders  of  army  corps,  doipg  their  best,  in  the  absence 
of  a  supreme  chief,  to  support  the  honour  of  the  Austrian  arms. 
Leaving  their  horses  in  the  road,  the  staff  now  ascended  a  mound 
to  the  left,  from  which  the  *  Spia'  was  visible,  and  the  whole 
action  from  Solferino  to  Castel  Goffredo  lay  beneath  diem,  as 
clearly  defined  as  a  panorama.    Far  off  to  the  westward,  \xc^ 
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curling  drifts  of  smoke  rose  amongst  the  trees,  and  told  of  the 
engagement  going  on  between  the  right  imder  Canrobert  and 
the  Austrian  left  under  Wemhardt  and  WeichL  In  the  plain 
of  Medole  the  imposing  masses  of  Niel's  and  MacMahon's  corps 
were  drawn  up.  From  Medole  the  troops  of  the  former  corps 
were  on  the  highway,  at  a  small  place  called  Bobecco^  near 
which  the  Austnans  under  Schaffgotsche  were  firmly  posted,  and 
assailing  the  French  with  excessive  vigour.  Still  nearer  the 
centre  of  the  plain,  above  the  point  of  intersection  of  the  roads 
from  Castiglione  to  Goito,  and  from  Medole  to  San  Cassiano, 
three  heavy  batteries  of  French  artillery  stood  formed  up  in  the 
position  of  a  New  Zealand  boomeraiig,  their  fires  conveiging  on 
the  plain  south  of  them,  opposing  a  battery  of  six  guns  thrown 
out  against  them  in  the  plain  by  Schwarzenbei^,  and  protecting 
the  front  and  flank  of  MacMahon's  corps,  disposed  to  the  east- 
ward, and  shelling  the  advance  of  Mensdorflfs  brigade  of  cavalry, 
echelonned  between  Gmddizolo  and  San  Cassiano.  Brandon* 
stein's  division  of  Zobel's  corps  still  lay  about  Foresto,  with  its 
leading  files  facing  towards  San  Cassiano;  whilst  the  Prince  of 
Hesse's  division  of  the  same  corps  stood  in  support  of  Schwar* 
zenbei;g,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  previous  day,  which 
prescribed  this  division  of  Zobel's  corps.  The  front  attack  of 
Bazaine's  and  Ladmirault's  divisions  continued  without  inter- 
mission before  Solferino,  steadily  repelled  by  Bils  and  Puchner, 
but  already  the  Imperial  Guard  were  pouring  over  the  hiUs 
north  of  Le  Grole ;  from  the  height  the  rifled  guns  were  opening 
far  out  of  reach  of  Austrian  cannon,  and  MacMahon's  ad- 
vance was  already  threatening  the  south-west  face  of  the 
*  Spia'  hill  from  the  plain.  His  guns,  thrown  forward  on  the 
q)iHrs  in  front  of  Le  Grole,  shelled  San  Cassiano.  The  whole 
scene,  which  it  takes  so  much  time  to  describe,  could  be  taken 
in  at  a  glance  from  the  height  of  Boccolo  in  front  of  Cavriana ; 
and  as  General  Yetter  stood  at  the  head  of  the  staff*,  he  said  in 
French,  ^Messieurs,  ce  soir  nous  couchons  i  Cavriana.^  Every- 
thing, indeed,  wore  a  favourable  aspect  The  French  attack  in 
the  plain  seemed  to  be  energetically  met ;  Solferino  and  the 
heights  on  each  side  of  it  were  vigorously  maintained:  Benedek, 
advancing  towards  San  Martino,  was  throwing  back  the  Pied- 
montese  with  great  loss  to  the  army  of  the  king.  The  French 
corps  on  plain  and  height  seemed  to  have  but  little  cohesion, 
and  it  was  observable  that  between  Baraguay  d'Hilliers'  proper 
riffht  and  MacMahon's  proper  left,  there  was  an  interval  through 
which  the  Austrians  might  with  good  fortune  penetrate,  and 
thus  prevent  flank  attacks  upon  Solferino  and  San  Cassiano. 
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The  Emperor  Loms  Napoleon  had  in  the  meanwhile  arrived  from 
MonteduarO}  and  had  an  interview  with  Marshal  MacMahon. 
It  was  observed  that  a  dangerous  gap  existed  between  the  plain 
and  the  hills,  and  in  order  to  fill  it  up  the  whole  available  force 
of  French  cavalry  was  moved  to  occupy  it.  At  the  same  lime 
it  became  obvious  that  a  decisive  advantage  might  be  gained  by 
throwing  forward  a  division  to  the  western  face  of  the  ^  Spia'  hill. 
Whilst  dispositions  were  taken  to  efiect  this  object,  the  combat 
in  the  plain  was  maintained  chiefly  with  artillery.  The  Austrians, 
although  possessed  of  strong  reserves  of  that  arm  at  Volta,  had 
but  one  battery  firing  against  three  in  the  plain,  and  this  battery 
was  evidently  getting  maul^ ;  the  superior  range  of  the  Frendi 
telling  hard  upon  Schwarzenberg's  gunners.  It  was  reaolved 
thereiore  to  withdraw  the  Austrian  guns ;  and  in  order  to  do  so 
with  more  safety,  and  to  divide  the  attention  of  the  enemy. 
Count  Mensdorff's  three  brigades  of  cavalry  —  two  heavy  and 
one  light-—  advanced  up  the  plain  to  the  eastward  of  the  GcHto 
road  with  six  light  field  pieces.  The  French  instantly  bestowed 
their  attention  on  this  movement,  and  the  crescent  formation 
of  their  batteries  enabled  them  to  concentrate  upon  him  a  cross 
fire  of  a  most  destructive  kind.  The  light  field  guns  had 
hardly  got  within  1700  yards  of  the  French  before  five  of 
them  were  disipounted.  Another  battery  came  forward  to 
take  the  place  of  the  disabled  one ;  but  in  one  minute  from 
the  time  it  started,  three  guns  were  dismotmted.  Mensdorff 
himself  had  suffered  heavy  losses.  Many  saddles  had  been 
emptied  of  their  riders  and  500  horses  had  fallen ;  a  loss  almost 
as  great  as  that  of  Balaklava,  and  proving  the  destructive 
effect  of  French  rifled  cannon  at  ranges  of  about  2000  yards. 
In  the  meanwhile,  however,  Schwarzenberg  had  caused  'his 
artillery  to  fall  back,  and  his  batteries  again  opened  at  a  farther 
distance  than  before,  giving  Mensdorff  leisure  to  withdraw. 
Scha£^otsche  too  was  energetically  fighting  in  front  of  Guid- 
dizolo.  The  French  had  now  (eight  o'clock)  matured  their  plan 
for  attacking  Solferino  in  front  and  flanL  The  Emperor  per- 
ceived that  the  key  of  the  position  lay  there,  and  that  his 
utmost  effort  must  be  concentrated  to  take  it.  He  called  off 
Ladmirault's  division,  and  made  fresh  dispositions.  Forey's 
division  was  now  thrown  against  the  cemetery,  the  church  of  San 
Pietro,  and  the  village  of  Solferino;  Camou's  division  of  Light 
Infantry  of  the  Imperial  Guard  was  thrown  forward  to  the 
west  face  of  the  *Spia'  spit;  and  the  artillery  of  the  Guard 
supported  the  whole  movement  Bils'  and  Puchner's  brigades 
of  the  fifth  corps  still  held  on  and  grimly  beheld  the  new  pre- 
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parations  made  for  assailing  them.  Facing  the  enemy  to  the 
westward,  on  the  extremity  of  this  spit,  was  a  corps  of  Jagers 
supported  by  a  solitary  gmi  pointing  south-west.  The  French 
attack  was  simultaneous  at  all  points^  and  a  tremendous  hand-to- 
hand  conflict  ensued.  The  Jagers  on  the  western  end  of  the 
spit,  ensconced  in  front  of  a  vineyard  with  their  backs  to  a  low 
wall  and  to  a  row  of  tall  cypress  trees,  fought  with  desperation^ 
and  aimed,  as  they  always  do,  with  fatal  accuracy.  As  the  Volti- 
geurs  of  the  Imperial  Guard  rushed  up  the  gentle  ascent,  they 
were  allowed  to  come  to  close  quarters,  and  then  the  solitary 
gun  loaded  with  grape  was  discharged  amongst  their  masses  and 
drove  them  back.  The  troops  in  the  *  commune  di  Solferino' 
and  on  the  northern  spit  did  wonders  likewise,  as  did  also  those 
in  the  village  and  height  to  the  eastward ;  but  the  French  slowly 
made  progress  in  spite  of  all  efforts,  and  it  was  found  absolutely 
necessary  to  order  up  the  reserves  of  the  fifth  corps,  which  accord- 
ingly went  in  and  helped  to  protract  the  contest 

It  was  now  half  past  eight,  the  Imperial  staff  still  stood  on  the 
Koccolo^  and  no  signs  of  the  Emperor  Francis  Joseph  or  General 
Hess  appearing.  Presently  a  messenger  came  up,  saying  that  the 
staff  should  join  the  Emperor  at  Volta.  Accordingly  leaving  the 
Koccolo,  the  oflScers,  headed  by  General  Vetter,  started  off  to 
that  place  at  a  trot,  and  arrived  about  nine  in  its  vicinity.  The 
Emperor,  meanwhile,  had  left  Volta,  and  gone  across  country 
to  Cavriana.  Strange  condition  of  an  Emperor  at  a  decisive 
battle  to  wander  alone  in  search  of  his  staff,  whilst  his  staff 
officers  were  busy  looking  for  him.  This  episode  was  indeed 
not  the  least  curious  of  those  which  illustrated  that  day.  The 
Emperor,  it  was  said,  had  gone  across  country;  so  the  staff,  with 
a  sort  of  canine  rather  than  human  instinct,  determined  to 
follow  the  scent,  and  instead  of  taking  the  road,  proceeded  over 
ploughed  fields,  across  ditches  and  hedges,  over  hill  and  dale, 
sixty  or  seventy  officers  galloping  in  uniform,  not  knowing  in 
the  least  where  they  were  going  to.  Now  and  then  a  halt  was 
called,  and  the  question,  where  is  His  Majesty  ?  was  noisily  and 
fruitlessly  discussed.  At  last,  at  hopeless  fault.  General  Vetter 
determined  on  taking  the  joad  direct  to  Cavriana,  where  the 
staff  arrived  in  time  to  find  the  Emperor  of  Austria  almost 
alone  with  General  Hess  on  the  Roccolo,  gravely  discussing  the 
prospects  of  the  battle. 

These  had  indeed  changed  during  the  interval  we  have 
recorded.  In  the  plain  the  contest  had  been  maintained  with 
advantage  to  the  Austrians,  the  third  and  ninth  corps  hotly 
pressing  Niel's  corps  in  and  about  Medole  and  the  right  of 
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MacMahon ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  principal  attack  on  Sd- 
ferino  by  the  French  had  been  BucoessfuL  Up  to  eleven  o'dock 
the  contest  raged  fiercely  on  this  pomt,  the  French  VohigeiirB 
on  the  west  flcuok  of  the  'Spia'  advandng  again  to  the  aaauik, 
Forey's  division  and  Bazaine's  brigade  fighting  heroically  in 
the  streets  of  Solferino,  up  the  ascent  to  the  northern  spit,  and 
in  the  cemetery  and  diurch  of  San  Pietro.  It  should  have 
been  the  part  of  Count  Clam  with  the  first  corps  to  maintain 
the  combat  here  with  unflinching  nerve,  but  he  moved  sloiriy, 
and  gave  inefficient  assistance  to  the  fifdi  corps.  Both  carps 
gradually  came  in  line  together,  but  showed  evident  i^mptoms 
of  failing  energy.  The  French,  emboldened,  crowned  the 
heights  of  the  cemetery  and  San  Pietro,  fought  iheir  way 
through  the  streets  of  Solferino  to  the  amnmit,  and  as- 
sailed the  defenders  of  the  enclosed  buildings  there.  These, 
attacked  at  close  quarters  at  the  mcHnent  when  the  Yolti- 
geurs  were  finally  overcoming  ,the  re^stanoe  of  the  Austrians 
on  their  left,  fought  with  the  energy  of  despair.  All  their 
reserves  were  exhausted,  their  ammunition  run  out,  yet  still 
they  yielded  not,  clubbing  their  rifles  and  defending  themselves 
to  the  last.  It  was  now  half-past  one,  and  Solferino  was  well- 
nigh  at  the  last  extremity,  Solferino  village  being  in  posseseicm 
of  the  French,  although  the  ^Sjua'  and  ^commune'  still  held  out; 
that  portion  of  the  Austrian  fifith  corps  which  held  San  Pietro 
and  the  cemetery  had  been  separated  from  the  rest  of  its 
comrades  and  Clam's  corps.  The  French  were  now  on  both 
flanks  of  the  Spia,  and  there  was  nothing  for  it,  but  that  the 
defenders  should  retire  or  surrender.  Many  yielded.  Those 
in  the  ^commune'  indeed  were  forced  to  do  so,  being  com- 
pletely surrounded,  and  a  few  only  escaped  by  jumping  down 
the  precipices,  where  many  a  gallant  life  spared  by  rifle  and 
cannon  was  sacrificed  in  the  fall.  These  remnants  were  at  two 
o'clock  all  retreating,  and  a  few  minutes  after  the  heights  of 
Solferino  were  completely  crowned  by  the  French. 

The  Austrians,  however,  still  held  all  the  little  hills  east  of 
San  Cassiano,  and  that  village  also.  Brandenstein's  diviaon  of 
Zobel's  corps  had  advanced,  not  in  time  to  assist  in  maintuning 
Solferino,  but  rapidly  and  steadily  enough  to  keep  its  ground  in 
San  Cassiano.  At  the  same  time  Hesse's  diviffion  of  the  same 
corps  had  been  withdrawn  without  orders  by  the  Prince  of  Hesse 
from  the  support  of  Schwarzenberg  in  the  }dain  to  the  more 
ui^ent  duty  of  defending  the  approach  to  Cavriana.  This 
spontaneous  movement  of  the  Pxince  of  Hesse  proved  indeed  the 
salvation  of  the  Austrian  army,  for  it  arrived  on  the  groundfacing 
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Solfenno  and  east  of  San  Caseiano  at  a  most  critical  moment. 
Goont  Clam  had  unaccoimtablj  lost  all  knowledge  of  his  artillery 
leserye.  An  officer  had  been  sent  to  find  it,  bat  his  horse  was 
shot  und^  him,  and  he  wandered  fruitlessly  over  the  field  asking 
in  vain  for  the  artillery  reserves  of  the  first  corps.  The  Prince 
of  Hesse  therefore  brcnight  timely  relief  to  the  Austrian  centre ; 
and  it  is  characteristic  of  the  singular  want  of  plan  and  authority 
in  this  great  action,  that  one  of  the  most  important  (^rations 
in  it  was  made  without  orders;  and  that  the  Prince  Alexander 
of  Jiesse  has  since  received  the  cross  of  Maria  Theresa  for  an 
unpremeditidied  movement,  which  probably  saved  the  Austrian 
9xmj  from  a  fatal  disaster. 

The  French  flushed  with  success  had  already  made  new 
dispodtions  to  push  their  advantages.  Half  of  MacMahon's 
corps  had  been  diverted  from  the  attack  in  its  front  to  move 
on  San  Cassiano,  whilst  the  victorious  captors  of  the  Spia  pre- 
pared to  assail  the  same  point  in  front  and  on  the  opposite 
flank.  At  half-past  two  this  new  phase  of  the  batue  was 
entered  upon.  Under  cover  of  a  tremendous  artillery  fire,  the 
first  brigade  of  Motterouge's  division  advanced  from  the  plain, 
and  the  guards  with  Forey^'s  division  advanced  from  Solferino. 
The  latter  scaled  or  turned  the  small  spits  occupied  by  the 
Anstrians,  but  Zobel  obstinately  kept  San  Cassiano,  and  the 
French  attack  failing  there,  the  Austrians  drove  back  the  enemy 
from  the  ground  they  had  just  won.  Here  indeed  was  the  most 
decisive  period  of  the  day.  If  there  had  been  sufficient  reserves 
to  defend  the  ground  between  Solferino  and  Cavriana  the 
fortune  of  the  battle  might  have  been  changed.  The  defence  of 
San  Cassiano  and  the  ground  east  of  it  was  so  energetic  that 
the  whole  of  Motterouge's  division  was  drawn  into  the  engage- 
ment, and  before  three  o'clock  MacMahon  had  been  obliged  to 
support  his  first  division  by  a  second.  Niel  in  the  plain  of 
Medole  was  struggling  hard  against  Schwarzenberg  and  Schaff- 
gotsche,  who  were  slowly  gaining  ground  upon  him,  and  Canro- 
bert  could  or  would  give  Niel  no  assistance,  fearing  as  he  did 
the  approach  of  Lichtenstein  on  his  flank.  The  gradual  drain 
of  troops  from  the  French  centre  towards  San  Cassiano  had 
indeed  left  Niel  in  a  most  precarious  position.  The  gap 
between  plain  and  hill  which  had  been  stopped  by  cavalry 
in  the  morning  had  become  immensely  enlarged,  and  although 
to  supply  the  absence  of  infantry  there  all  the  spare  artillery  of 
the  French  army  had  been  brought  into  line  on  the  plain,  a 
check  at  San  Cassiano  would  have  been  sufficient  for  the 
Austrians  to  enter  as  a  wedge  there  and  separate  the  allies  into 
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two.  But  there  were  no  reserves  to  enable  the  Austrians  to 
take  advant^e  of  the  weakness  which  was  apparent  in  some  por- 
tions of  the  French  line.  MacMahon's  corps  at  last  overmatched 
the  troops  opposed  to  him^  and  the  Emperor  of  Austria  then  (three 
o'clock)  ordered  the  retreat  of  the  centre  under  cover  of  a  renewed 
charge  by  his  left  under  Schwarzenberg  and  Scha%otsche.  It 
was  then  that  Mensdorff  again  brought  his  division  into  action. 
Whilst  his  artillery  close  to  San  Cassiano  assisted  Zobel^  he  sent 
Edelsheim,  the  hero  of  the  Ponte  Yecchio  di  Magenta,  against 
the  French  cavalry,  and  the  Hussars  under  this  distinguished 
leader  did  wonders,  riding  over  a  battalion  of  infantry  and  charg- 
ing furiously  through  the  Chasseurs  d'Afrique.  But  the  day 
was  too  far  gone  to  be  retrieved  by  such  acts  of  daring  as  this, 
and  gradually  the  Austrians  retreated  towards  Cavriana,  disput- 
ing the  ground  sufficiently  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  wounded 
and  baggage  towards  Yolta. 

The  efforts  of  the  third  and  ninth  Austrian  corps  bad  been  di- 
rected all  day  to  dislodge  the  French  imder  Kiel  from  Bobecca 
They  had  never  gained  sufficient  ground  to  effect  their  purpose. 
Ontheother  handy  Niel's  effort  to  take  Guiddizolo,  had  been  equally 
fruitless,  and  remained  so,  even  when  Canrobert,  freed  from  all 
apprehension  for  his  right,  assisted  hinu  It  was  at  this  very 
time  that  the  Emperor  of  Austria  gave  orders  to  Schwarzen- 
berg and  Schaffgotsche,  vigorously  to  assume  the  offensive,  in 
order  to  cover  the  retreat  of  his  centre.  Schwarzenberg  and 
Schaffgotsche  obeyed  their  orders,  and  the  shock  was  terrific 
The  troops  met  hand  to  hand,  and  fought  furiously,  but  the 
Austrians  were  without  cavalry -^Genersd  Zedwitz  had  retired 
to  Goito,  and  without  him  nothing  could  be  done.  The  French, 
on  the  other,  hand,  used  their  cavalry,  especially  the  Chasseurs 
d'Afrique,  freely,  but  without  producing  any  effect  on  the 
Austrian  squares  which  they  charged. 

In  the  meantime,  Cavriana  was  being  slowly  evacuated.  The 
Emperor  retired  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery 
from  the  Boccolo,  through  Cavriana  to  a  farmhouse  south  of 
Madonna  delle  Pieve,  and  whilst  the  greater  part  of  the  staff 
remained  in  and  around  the  farmhouse,  he  rode  to  the  height  of 
Madonna  delle  Pieve,  where  he  overlooked  Cavriana.  It  was 
now  obvious  that  the  latter  vill^e  must  be  yielded,  and  General 
Vetter's  prediction,  that  the  staff  should  sle^p  there  being  dis- 
appointed, he  consoled  them  by  saying,  gaily.  ^  Nous  coticherons 
'd  VoUa: 

The  Austrians  yielded  the  ground  in  front  of  Cavriana 
only  step  by  step.     Every  inch  was  contested:      Each  little 
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hill  had  guns  upon  it,  which  played  upon  the  French  in  their 
advance,  and  it  was  five  o'clock  when  Marshal  Nugent,  who 
alone  remained  in  the  village  after  every  soul  had  left  it,  re- 
tired. The  Emperor,  with  Count  Schlick  and  General  Hess, 
stood  overlooking  the  field  from  the  height  of  Madonna  delle 
Pieve,  up  to  this  moment,  when  the  remains  of  Hesse's  division 
of  the  seventh  corps,  and  parts  of  the  first  and  fifth,  gathered 
round  them.  The  French  just  then  entered  Cavriana,  and  mus- 
ket balls  and  shells  began  to  rattle  and  explode  about  the  Em- 
peror. The  latter,  with  his  arras  crossed,  heeded  not  the  storm 
of  missiles  about  him,  but  seeing  a  soldier  close  by  him  shrink 
from  a  bursting  shell,  he  sternly  cried,  ^  Phuiy  schamet  enchy 
*  Shame  upon  you ! '  The  place  was,  however,  getting  too  hot 
to  be  held  any  longer,  and  the  Emperor,  leaving  Count  Schlick 
to  withdraw  his  troops  towards  Volta,  retired  to  that  place  at  a 
walk.  In  the  meantime,  the  contest  in  the  plain  was  still  raging 
between  Niel  and  Canrobert  on  one  side,  and  Schwarzenberg 
and  Schaffgotsche  on  the  other.  At  six  o'clock  it  continued, 
the  Austrians  still  vainly  hoping  that  Zedwitz  would  appear 
with  his  cavalry.  But  he  had  no  idea  of  moving.  The  sky, 
however,  had  gradually  become  overcast,  and  as  the  battle 
was  maintained,  the  French  observed  a  heavy  column  of  dust 
arising  in  the  rear  of  the  Austrians.  They  thought  an  attack 
of  cavalry  was  impending,  they  limbered  up  all  their  guns  in 
the  plain,  and  were  already  retiring  with  them,  when  the  whirl- 
wind reached  them,  revealing  the  real  cause  of  the  cloud  that 
had  excited  their  fears.  The  bursting  of  the  storm  put  an 
€nd  to  the  engagement  in  the  plain,  and  the  Austrians  remained 
unmolested  in  Guiddizolo  and  Volta. 

When  the  Emperor  of  Austria  retired  from  Madonna  delle 
Pieve,  his  stafi*,  comprising  the  Archdukes,  had  already  taken 
their  departure  for  Yalleggio.  General  Vetter  had  long  since 
given  up  the  idea  even  of  stopping  for  the  night  at  Volta,  and 
directed  the  officers  under  him  towards  Valleggio ;  but  the  re- 
treat upon  that  point  was  already  excessively  hazardous.  The 
fall  of  Solferino  and  Cavriana  had  opened  the  Strada  Caval- 
lara  to  the  French,  and  they  had  thrown  forward  a  brigade 
with  guns,  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  the  bridges  on  the  Mincio, 
either  at  Monzambano  or  Vall^gio.  This  column  advanced  on 
the  Strada  Cavallara,  and  was  already  some  distance  on  its 
way,  before  the  Archdukes  left  the  Cascina  near  Cavriana.  It 
was  necessary,  therefore,  to  follow  devious  paths  in  the  woods 
south  of  the  road,  in  order  to  avoid  the  enemy.  Fortunately, 
the  trees  were  sufficient  to  act  as  screens,  during  the  greater 
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part  of  the  journey,  and  although  the  French  actually  cau^t  a 
glimpse  of  the  Austrians  and  brought  up  a  gun  to  the  point,  they 
refrained  from  firing.  Had  they  done  so,  as  the  distance  was 
under  700  yards,  there  is  no  knowing  what  disaster  might  have 
ensued.  The  retreat  of  Stanoyitsch's  division  of  the  first 
corps  by  Castellaro  Lagusello,  and  thence  towards  Volta  in 
good  order,  kept  the  French  back  on  the  Strada  Cavallara, 
and  the  Emperor  with  his  staff  arrived  at  last  safely  in  Valleg- 
gio.  Part  of  the  fifth  corps  held  Monzambano,  Zobel  remained 
at  Volta,  and  Schwarzenberg  and  Scha^otsche  at  Guiddizolo; 
and  thus  the  retreat  of  the  artillery  reserves  at  the  latter  place 
was  seciured. 

One  part  of  these  operations  has  been  purposely  witUield 
to  the  last,  namely,  that  which  has  reference  to  the  advance  of 
General  Benedek  against  the  Piedmontese  army  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Pozzolen^  and  Peschiera.  This  phase  in  the  battle  of 
Solferino  was  independent  of  the  rest  of  the  movements  of  the 
day.  Benedek  in  the  morning  held  ground  in  front  of  Pozzo- 
lengo,  and  between  that  village  and  San  Martino,  with  the  eighth 
corps.  Baumgarten,  with  lus  division  of  the  fourth  corps,  was 
in  advance  of  Pozzolengo  and  Peschiera,  facing  towards 
Bivoltella.  The  Piedmontese  army  was  divided ;  whilst  part 
moved  fiK>m  Lonato,  on  the  Rivoltella  road,  another  and  a  larger 
column  advanced  on  the  road  by  San  Martino,  to  Pozzolenga 
The  latter,  commanded  by  Generals  Mollard  and  Cucchiari, 
were  the  first  engaged.  Benedek  made  short  work  of  them, 
driving  them  back  from  San  Martino  with  great  slaxighter. 
The  xiedmontese,  in  great  disorder,  were  driven  up  the  S.ivol- 
tella  road,  but  rallied  when  reinforced  by  Fanti's  divisbn,  widi- 
drawn  from  co-operation  with  Baraguay  d'Hilliers  at  Solferina 
Even  then,  however,  they  were  unable  to  sustain  the  repeated 
assaults  of  Benedek;  and,  after  a  hotly  contested  fight,  they 
were  driven  back  again  out  of  San  Martino.  Baumgarten,  on 
his  part,  had  met  Durando's  division  near  Bivoltella,  and  at 
noon  had  driven  him  back  into  that  place.  Benedek  was  thus 
victorious  along  the  whole  of  the  short  line  between  San  Martino 
and  Bivoltella,  and  might,  by  cutting  off  the  retreat  of  the  Pied- 
montese, have  ultimately  forced  a  great  part  of  them  to  sur- 
render ;  but,  in  the  very  moment  of  victory,*  he  was  stopped  in 
his  progress  by  the  orders  of  the  Emperor  to  retreat — an  order 
which  he  obeyed  *  with  tears,'  at  four  o'clock.  The  Piedmon- 
tese now  occupied  San  Martino,  which  was  sullenly  yielded  up 
to  Fanti  and  Cucchiari,  whilst  the  eighth  corps  and  Baumgarten 
retired  on  Peschiera. 
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Thus  ended  the  battle  of  SolferinOy  in  which  the  Austriiins 
lost  17,000,  and  the  allies  22,000,  k'dled  and  wounded;  the 
result  being  the  abandonment  of  the  Mincio  line,  and  the 
retirement  of  Francis  Joseph's  army  into  the  '  Yiereck '  of 
Verona,  Mantua,  Peschiera,  and  Legnago.  If  it  be  true,  as 
M.  Thiers  says — and  no  one  probably  will  deny  the  truth  of 
his  opinion  —  ^  that  war,  when  it  is  a  mere  mechanical  routine, 
'  consisting  in  pushing  and  killing  the  enemy  opposed  to  one, 
*  IS  little  worthy  of  history,'  then  does  the  battle  of  Solferino 
deserve  no  very  high  place  in  the  military  annals  of  France. 
The  Austrian  plan  of  crossing  the  Mincio  after  making 
the  allies  believe  that  all  their  forces  had  retired  behind  that 
river,  was  bold,  and,  if  it  had  been  carried  out  successfully, 
that  is  by  an  advance  at  once  to  the  Chiese,  would  probably  have 
had  some  chances  in  its  favour.  The  determination  of  the  Em*- 
peror  to  spend  two  days  instead  of  one  in  approaching  the  Chiese 
was  an  element  in  the  defeat  which  followed  The  confidence 
with  which  he  anticipated  that  the  French  would  remain  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Chiese  was  a  wilful  tempting  of  fortune.  It 
had  the  worst  effect,  by  leading  the  Austrian  army  without  a 
supreme  head  until  eleven  o'clock  in  the  day,  the  result  being 
that  no  dispositions  could  be  taken  till  it  was  too  late  to  remedy 
the  capital  error  of  having  no  reserves  at  Cavriana.  Count  Clam 
was  very  properly  blamed  for  not  knowing  where  his  reserve  had 
gone  to ;  Zobel  indirectly  incurred  the  reproach  of  not  moving 
soon  enough  from  Foresto.  But  the  real  blame  must  attach 
to  those  who  neglected  or  were  unable  to  give  Zobel  the  neces- 
sary orders.  If  it  be  urged  that  the  Prince  of  Hesse  pursued  a 
course  which  Zobel  might  have  followed  with  advantage,  there 
is  an  end  of  all  military  discipline.  Leaders  of  divisions  acting 
on  their  own  responsibility,  more  frequently  lead  the  armies  of 
which  they  form  a  part  into  scrapes  than  out  of  them.  As  for 
Zedwitz,  and  his  subordinate  general  Lauing,  their  conduct  was 
unpardonable.  Zedwitz  was  ill,  and  it  is  said  not  responsible ; 
but  Lauing  should  have  paused  before  he  took  so  fatal  a  step  as 
falling  back  on  Goito.  As  for  Lichtenstein,  who  remained  at 
Mantua,  he  also  showed  want  of  nerve.  The  Emperor,  very  pro- 
perly, removed  Clam  and  Lichtenstein  from  their  commands. 
Zedwitz  was  let  off  by  being  allowed  to  resign  his  rank  in 
the  army,  and  General  Lauing  was  fitly  punished  by  a  court- 
martial,  which  sentenced  him  to  imprisonment  in  a  fortress  for 
ten  years.  It  was  a  piece  of  ill  fortune  that  Clam's  corps  should 
have  been  at  Cavriana  instead  of  any  other.  Clam's  men  bad 
never  recovered  their  defeat  at  Magenta,  and  they  behaved  ill  at 
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Solferino.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  in  truth,  that  Clam  and 
Licbstenstein,  the  two  generals  who  held  Magenta,  and  were 
the  first  to  leave  it,  also  exhibited  feebleness  at  Solferino.  The 
whole  Austrian  army,  with  the  exception  of  the  Croat  battalions, 
fought  well.  These,  it  is  now  pretty  well  known,  had  ver}- 
little  stomach  for  the  fight;  not  because  they  cannot  show 
pluck  when  it  is  required,  but  because  they  were  politically  dis- 
afiected.  Another  cause  contributed  to  weaken  the  army, — the 
system  of  feeding,  which  forced  the  whole  of  the  regiments  to 
fight  a  whole  day  on  empty  stomachs.  The  French  fought  well, 
but  not  with  suflScient  energy  to  rout  the  Austrians.  If  they 
hoped  at  one  time  to  complete  the  defeat  of  Francis  Joseph  by 
forcing  the  passage  of  the  Mincio,  they  were  disappointed.  The 
Austnans  retired  in  too  much  order  to  give  Louis  Napoleon  a 
chance  of  gaining  that  advantage,  and  as  on  the  25th,  the  whole 
Austrian  army  repassed  the  Mincio  and  burnt  the  bridges,  and 
as  it  was  doubtful  whether  they  might  not  defend  the  pass- 
age of  the  river,  there  was  obviously  much  remaining  to  be 
done  by  the  allies — nothing  less,  in  fact,  than  the  crossing  of 
a  rapid  river,  and  the  investment  of  four  important  fortresses. 
At  this  stage,  however,  in  the  campaign  the  war  was  brought 
to  an  abrupt  termination,  partly,  no  doubt,  from  military  con- 
siderations and  from  personal  motives,  but  partly  also  from 
political  reasons  of  a  higher  order ;  and  although  the  peace  of 
Villafranca  may  have  disappointed  the  more  eager  partisans  of 
Italy,  it  restored  tranquillity  to  Europe,  and  it  was  hailed  by 
the  people  both  of  France  and  of  Austria  with  far  greater 
satisfaction  than  would  have  attended  the  most  signal  triumph 
of  their  respective  armies.  In  the  foregoing  pages  it  has  been 
our  intention  to  confine  ourselves  strictly  to  the  military  inci- 
dents of  the  campaign.  Its  political  results  are  still  too  uncer- 
tain and  indefinite  for  us  to  pronounce  any  opinion  upon  them ; 
but  we  cannot  conclude  without  the  expression  of  a  hope  that 
they  may  tend  to  secure  the  independence  and  freedom  of  the 
Italian  people. 
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Art.  VIIL  —  Correspondance  inedite  de  Madame  du  Deffand, 
precedee  d^une  notice  par  M.  LE  Mabquis  DE  Saint- AULAIRE. 
2  tomes.     Paris:  1859. 

TTalf  a  century  has  elapsed — a  generation  of  kindly  wits, 
great  critics,  and  accomplished  men  of  letters  has  gone  home 
to  *  the  house  appointed  for  all  living '  —  since  in  the  letters 
of  Madame  du  Deffand  this  Review  found  a  lively  topic  They 
were  first  collected  by  Miss  Berry,  and  prefaced  by  a  biographi- 
cal sketch,  so  acutely  discriminating,  so  temperately  worded,  as 
to  quicken  regret  that  a  woman  of  so  much  taste  and  judgment 
— who  knew  the  science  and  art  of  society  at  home  and  abroad 
as  few  Englishwomen  have  done — should  have  been  so  chary 
of  herself  in  authorship.  Such  regret  is,  however,  not  without  a 
compensation.  The  highbred,  independent  Englishwoman — not 
to  use  the  faded  word  *  lady '  — ^has  from  time  immemorial  been 
something  different  from  and  superior  to,  her  more  showy  sister 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Channel.  Shyness,  reserve,  want  of 
*  savoir-vivre '  have  restrained  many  an  one  gifted  with  genius 
and  wit,  from  entering  into  the  arena  of  political  or  social  ex- 
hibition. But  the  restraint  of  our  manners  has  never  prevented 
Englishwomen  from  gaining  a  wide  and  liberal  experience  of 
other  languages  and  interests  than  those  confined  within  the 
walls  of  their  own  reception  rooms.  And  that  such  latent 
power  IS  inherent  in  English  society,  few  who  have  .philosophi- 
cally watched  the  world  of  manners,  of  education,  of  intellectual 
progress  will  question.  Miss  Berry  has  left  deeper  and  better 
traces  on  the  world  of  London  than  Madame  du  Deffand  left 
on  that  of  Paris. 

These  speculations,  if  followed  out,  might  lead  us  further 
into  comparisons  of  what  we  want  and  what  our  neighbours 
have,  than  could  possibly  be  concluded  or  methodized  within  the 
compass  of  a  few  pages.  The  intimation  of  them,  however,  is 
not  altogether  untimely.  Meanwhile,  here  is  a  new  book  on  an 
old  subject;  it  proves  the  unexhausted  richness  of  the  vein 
from  which  it  issues,  by  giving  a  fresh  lustre  to  that  shrine  be- 
fore which  the  votaries  of  wit,  of  social  pleasantry,  of  all  that 
was  gay,  and  clever  —  and  unprincipled,  burnt  their  tapers 
nearly  a  century  ago. 

The  preliminary  notice  by  M.  le  Marquis  de  Saint- Aulaire 
is  agreeably  written  rather  than  profound  or  discriminative. 
His  subject  demanded  a  finer  touch  than  he  commands ;  and 
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closer  research  than  he  seems  to  have  troubled  hunself  to  give. 
A  brighter  and  more  characteristic  picture  of  the  world-wearied 
and  quick-tempered  wit  of  St  Joseph's  might  be  composed  from 
the  scattered  notices  of  her  in  the  Walpole  Correspondence,  than 
in  the  many  pages  here  devoted  to  her.    He  reminds  us  duly  that 
Marie  de  Vichy  Chamrond  had  good  blood  in  her  veins — a  sort 
of  cousinship  with  the  Choiseuls :  but  somewhat  of  the  blood  of  a 
rebel  nonconformist^  too, — since  having  been  placed  in  a  Parisian 
convent  for  education,  her  heterodox  opinions  excited  so  much 
imeasiness,  while  she  was  yet  a  girl,  that  her  aimt,  Madame  de 
Luynes,  called  in  a  no  less  powerful  phyudan  for  a  mind  dis- 
eased than  Massillon*     A  more  portentous  visit  of  inspection  can 
hardly  be  imagined  than  that  of  the  severe  Churchman  to  the 
philosophical  school  girl ;  but  the  latter  had  confidence  enough  to 
argue  out  her  heresies,  and  to  argue  so  effectively  that  Massillon 
'  threw  up  his  brief,'  saying,  'she  is  charming;'  and  prescribing 
the  homoeopathic  remedy  of  a  ^ye^sous  catechism.     It  is  just 
to  add,  that  throughout  her  weary  life,  Madame  du  Deffiuid^s 
scepticism  never  took  the  jeering  and  bitter  form  which  became 
the  mode.     Among  the  other  wearinesses  of  her  life  —  from 
which  it  became  her  sole  object  to  escape — not  the  least  may 
have  been  the  inability  to  believe.     Others  of  the  women  of 
gallantry,  into  whose  poisonous  world  it  was  her  ill-fate  to  be 
bom,  could  vary  the  excitements  of  their  lives  by  sharp  fits 
of  devotion,   which   with  them  passed  for  remorse.      When 
Madame  de  Pompadour's  daughter  died,  the  ambitious  Sultana 
left  off  her  rouge  and  solaced  her  grief  by  prayers.     Mdlle. 
AissS  was  sustained  in  the  somewhat  more  r^  and  consist^it 
piety  of  her  last  moments  —  almost  &rcical  as  the  discord  of 
the  fact  seems — by  the  counsels  of  Madame  de  Parable,  and 
of  this  very  Madame  du  Deffiind,  who  sent  the  poor  dying 
Greek  woman  her  own  confessor.  Father  Boursault ;  to  herself 
he  could  give  no  anodyne,  but  to  one  who  could  take  his 
prescriptions  he  might  be  of  use.     Later,  Madame  de  Mailly, 
when  insulted  by  some  French  officers  at  mass  by  an  opprobrious 
name,  turned  (being  then  in  one  of  her  crises  of  self-knowledge) 
with  the  touching  and  womanly  rebuke,  *  Gentlemen,  since  it 
*  seems  you  know  wie,  pray  for  me  I '    The  power  to  pray  was  all 
her  life  long  the  want  and  the  void  with  Madame  du  Deffimd. 
And,  again,  curious    is    it  to  see    how  —  herself   incapable 
of  devotional  consolations  —  the  same  wit  who  had  supported 
Mdlle.  AissS  through  the  spasm  of  her  remorse  by  a  recipe, 
sported  also  with  tiie  idea  of  Christianising  the  Duchess  de 
Choiseul,  a  woman  like  herself,  a  sceptic,  yet  thrice  as  genial 
and  constant,  in  despite  of  a  worm,  worse  than  ennui,  which  eat 
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her  heart  awaj  —  the  conYiction  that  she  was  married  to  a  man 
who  cared  not  for  her.  Madame  da  Deffimd's  heart  must  have 
been  at  its  centre  cold  rather  than  yicious.  The  game  of  her 
life  was  played  with  fewer  yicissitiides  than  those  of  the  women 
of  her  day.  Her  marriage  seons  to  have  been  neither  better 
nor  worse  than  the  generality  of  such  transactions  in  the  France 
of  the  last  century ;  but  some  years  after  her  separation  from 
her  husband,  for  whom  it  is  fair  to  presume  she  can  never  have 
felt  any  affection,  she  tried  her  best  to  patch  up  a  reconci- 
liation. It  would  not  do  —  after  a  struggle  or  two,  the  lady 
relapsed  into  something  less  onerous  than  the  companionship 
and  obligations  of  matnmony,  and  contracted  a  life-fnendship, 
when  aged  thirty-three,  with  the  President  H^nault  Both 
lady  and  gentleman  continued  this  intimacy  long  after  tiiey 
were  avowedly  wearied  the  one  of  the  other.  There  was  no 
opening  a  Balorif  however,  —  there  was  no  giving  a  supper, 
for  a  lone  French  wotiian  without  some  such  respectable 
male  fireside  figure.  And  how  was  life  to  be  got  through 
without  a  salon  and  without  suppers?  —  Twenty  years  after 
Madame  du  Deffimd  had  made  that  radi  attempt  at  reconcilia- 
tion with  her  husband,  his  death  left  her  a  widow,  tolerably 
easy  in  fortune;  but  even  then  incurably,  it  seems,  touched 
by  tedium  viUe.  For  a  year  she  gave  up  Paris,  but  her  ennui 
went  with  her.  It  may  be  that  her  malady  cast  its  shadow 
before  it,  for  soon  after  this  that  phvsical  privation,  even 
more  to  be  dreaded  perhaps  than  loss  of  hearing,  overtook  her. 
She  became  totolly  blind — and  for  all  the  thio^  the  soul  of 
such  a  woman  loved,  —  for  companionship,  inteflectual  gaiety, 
knowledge  of  what  was  said  and  done,  and  rhymed  and  doubted, 
— she  was  thenceforward  dependent  on  others.  A  more  terrible 
doom  than  this  even  life  passed  in  the  armed  neutrality  of  do- 
mestic life  with  M.  le  Marquis  du  Deffimd  could  hardly  have 
been  proved. 

Her  experiments  and  failures  in  alleviation  of  this  calamity 
are  familiar  to  all  who  are  conversant  with  French  memoirs. 
Solitude  being  worse  than  death,  a  companion  must  be  found : 
and  Mdlle.  de  Lespinasse  was  fetched  out  of  the  provinces:  — 
a  d^erving  younger  woman  of  parts,  qualified  to  live  with  an 
old  wit,  a  person  who  was  in  sore  need  of  an  establishment 
Nothing  is  more  curious,  in  the  former  published  series  of  letters, 
than  the  cautious  yet  coaxing  advances  with  which  Madame 
du  Deffimd  approached  the  dependent  who  was  then  for  her  ^ma 
*  reine.^  How  is  it  that  in  all  such  connexions,  the  shrewdest 
forget  that  what  has  been  wUl  be  again,  so  long  as  self-interest 
and  ambition  endure  ?  —  The  lady-in-waiting  caught  from  her 
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patroness  the  disease  of  ennui.  Further,  after  she  had  taken 
her  place  in  clever  French  society,  it  occurred  to  her  that  a 
sahn^  and  a  lover,  and  a  pension,  and  suppers  on  her  own  ac* 
count,  were  neither  bad  nor  impossible  things.  So  she  quietly 
looked  out,  and  angled,  and  purveyed,  and  succeeded ;  without 
any  great  disloyalty  or  bgratitude.  Selfishness  had  cut  selfish- 
ness, as  diamond  cuts  diamond — that  was  alL  How  poor  Mdlle. 
de  Lespinasse  exchanged  a  life  of  subservient  ennui  for  sub- 
servient agony, — the  state  of  a  background  figure  to  an  elder 
woman  for  that  of  a  foreground  goddess  to  men  who  recked 
little  of  the  clinging,  corroding  passion  of  the  figure  on  the 
pedestal  whom  they  played  at  worshipping,  —  her  own  pub- 
lished letters  long  ago  told,  in  dreary,  miserable,  instructive 
comment  on  the  state  of  French  society.  The  chorus  of  ano- 
thema  launched  against  Mdlle.  de  Lespinasse  by  Madame  du 
Deffand  and  her  congregation, — as  a  serpent,  a  traitor,  an  in- 
grate,  is  but  another  example  of  the  fate  of  all  such  rela- 
tions, intimate  without  blood-ties  to  insure  their  duration,  but 
it  is  not  the  more  reasonable.  Mdlle.  de  Lespinasse  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a  meeker  woman,  *  Sainte  Crysostome'  (such  was  the' 
surname  of  Mdlle.  Sanadon) ;  and  with  her,  as  no  aspirant  for 
salons,  or  lovers,  or  pensions,  or  suppers,  the  weary,  impatient 
old  blind  Frendiwoman  grew  old,  as  little  wearily  and  im- 
patiently as  could  have  been  expected.  She  had  company  and 
acquaintances  round  her  till  the  last — one  must  speak  in  miti- 
gated terms  of  friends^  in  the  case  of  a  woman  who  could  see  the 
intimates  of  her  life  drop  into  their  graves,  with  emotions  so 
passing  as  hers  are  shown  to  have  been,  by  the  well-known 
trait  of  her  being  able  to  sup  in  witty  company  the  very  evening 
when  one  of  the  oldest  of  them  was  taken  away.  With  weari- 
ness of  life,  irreverence  to  death  must  go  hand  in  hand.  It 
was  in  some  such  circle  as  hers,  that  the  '  sentjment '  commemo- 
vas  proposed  as  a  relish  to  the  wine  of  a 
le  one  was  expiring  in  the  next  room: 
de  notre  aimable  agonisant ! '  said  a  lively 
st  was  drunk.  The  skeleton  at  the  banquet 
all  times  and  of  all  societies. 
Madame  du  Defiand  did  attach  to  herself  a 
tient,  energetic,  sincere,  —  and  first  of  these 
was  Madame  du  Choiseul,  introduced  to  us  by  Horace  Walpole, 
*  as  a  little  model  in  wax-work,  which  not  being  allowed  to 
^  speak  for  some  lime  as  incapable,  has  a  hesitation  and  modesty, 
'  the  latter  of  which  the  court  has  not  cured.'  This  little 
French  lady,  civil  and  neat  and  dainty,  whom  we  best  know  by 
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Carmontelle*8  Strawberry  Hill  drawing,  in  which  she  was  shown 
as  explaining  a  pantin  or  doll  to  her  blind  old  grand-daughter 
(for  the  Duchess  bore  the  name  of  the  wit's  grand-mamma^  owing 
to  an  old  family  connexion),  is  revealed  in  these  volumes  as  a  « 
woman,  upright,  true,  and  courageous,  as  well  as  clever  —  the 
wretched  state  of  French  politics,  morals,  religion,  and  philo- 
sophy, during  that  period  of  show  above  and  corruption  below, 
taken  into  account  Her  origin  was  from  among  the  people. 
She  was  granddaughter  of  the  Crozat  who  raised  himself  from  a 
small  clerkship  to  the  seigneury  of  Ch&tel,  in  Brittany, — niece 
of  the  Crozat  whose  cabinet  of  antiquities  has  given  the  name 
a  place  in  the  golden  book  of  art-collectors.  Louis  Honorine, 
Duchess  de  Choiseul,  apparently  inherited  something  both  of  the 
natural  vigour  and  the  delicate  taste  of  both  ancestors.  She 
was  married,  when  little  more  than  a  child,  to  an  ambitious  man, 
who  is  said,  bv  the  Parisian  scandals,  somewhat  too  greedily 
gathered  by  Walpole,  to  have  subsequently  preferred  other 
women  who  were  not  her  equals  in  tact  or  in  temper,  and  who 
jcertainly  were  not  equally  submissive  to  his  caprices ;  indeed 
her  patience  under  circumstances  of  such  intolerable  irritation 
was  such  as  to  make  its  sincerity  questioned  by  the  same  merci- 
less anatomist.  But  the  dignity  with  which  she  supported  her 
minister  husband  in  his  disgrace, — when,  after  having  stooped 
his  pride  to  govern  France  in  union  with  La  Pompadour,  he 
revolted  against  the  more  frolicsome  influence  of  a  Du  Barri, — 
when  the  mistress  all  but  quarrelled  with  the  King,  in  order  that 
the  minister  should  be  banished, — indicates  a  tone,  a  taste,  and 
a  temper  of  high  and  womanly  value.  We  may  try  to  prove 
this  by  paraphrasing  a  few  passages ;  cautioning  those  who  read 
to  recollect,  that  they  have  not  to  do  with  such  a  woman  as  one 
of  our  own  English  Fanshawes,  or  Hutchinsons,  or  Bussells ; 
but  with  the  showy,  fashionable,  neglected  wife  of  a  French 
statesman, — a  statesman  disgraced  during  a  time  when  Vanity 
was  in  the  air  and  Vice  on  the  earth,  and  when  Virtue  was  con- 
sidered to  have  hardly  a  right  to  a  niche  in  good  society — a  time, 
it  may  be  added,  with  mehmcholy  wonderment,  which  has  even 
now  its  defenders,  as  though  it  were  a  lost  golden  age,  among 
French  men  of  letters  versed  in  history.  As  illustrating  such 
a  time  and  such  a  woman,  the  following  passa^  are  full  of 
interest.  Our  Duchess,  on  tiie  14th  of  February,  1771, 
writes  from  the  Ch&teau  de  Chanteloup,  near  Amboise,  in 
answer  to  a  letter  from  Paris,  which  had  been  four  days  on  the 
road^  by  a  private  hand, — the  post,  it  was  thought,  not  being 
trustworthy : — 
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*I  laughed,'  writes  the  Duchess,  'when  she  (la  petite  Saintey 
Madame  de  Choiseul  Stainville,  who  conveyed  the  letter  to  Chante- 
loup)  handed  me  your  cypher.  We  shall  never  have  occasion  to  use 
it,  my  dear  granddaughter ; — for  I  warn  you,  I  shall  never  write  to 
•you  hy  the  post  I  shall  lock  it  up  carefully,  however,  in  case  of 
necessity,  lliey  say  that  we  are  surrounded  by  spies :  thus  I  advise 
you,  when  you  wish  to  send  me  anything  that  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  have  known,  not  to  trust  yourself  even  to  D^anges,  whom  yoa 
have  left  in  Paris,  but  to  give  your  letters  direct  to  persons  who  will 
bring  them  to  us ;  persons  of  good  society,  understand  me,  neith^ 
couriers  or  servants,  ours  or  belonging  to  any  one  else.  These  ex- 
cessive precautions  will  double  your  present  fears ;  and  it  seems  to 
me,  that  you  are  all  dying  with  fear  in  Paris.  What  more  do  you 
Intend  that  they  shall  do  to  us  ?  The  King  does  not  strike  twice ; 
and  this  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  this  exile  of  ours  is  happy,  as  it  is 
in  every  respect.  The  miscreants  who  had  influence  enough  to 
obtain  it  may,  possibly,  at  this  moment  be  themselves  faring  worse. 
I  find  myself  very  gkd  to  be  rid  of  them  so  cheaply;  and  believe 
me,  that  just  now  ti^ey  have  too  much  to  do  among  themsdves  to 
think  of  us  for  a  length  of  time  to  come.  Terror  has  gained  our  friends 
to  a  point,  at  which  some  fear  that  the  interest  of  the  public  will 
sharpen  them  against  us.  I  believe  that  sharpen  them  it  will.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  if  they  wished  to  do  us  further  harm,  that  very 
interest  would  keep  them  back.  It  jcould  not  be  dared.  There  would 
be  a  general  rebellion.  Give  full  course,  then,  to  this  interest ;  it  is 
too  flattering  for  us  to  dispense  with  it.  Let  it  be  kept  alive,  if 
possible.  It  secures  the  glory  of  my  husband ;  recompenses  him  for 
twelve  years  of  labour  and  of  enemies;  repays  him  for  all  his  services. 
We  might  have  had  to  buy  it  at  a  higher  price;  and  we  should  not 
have  thought  any  price  too  high  to  pay  for  such  a  happiness,  at  once 
immense  and  entirely  new,  as  it  makes  us  enjoy.' 

Surely,  the  above  is  a  trifle  stately  in  tone^  considered  as  the 
writing  of  one,  who,  when  she  spoke^  is  characterised  by  Walpole 
as  remarkable  for '  hesitation  and  modesty; '  and  who  in  behaviour 
is  described  by  him  as  *  the  gentlest,  amiable,  civil,  little  crea- 
'  ture,  that  ever  came  out  of  a  fairy  egg !  So  just  in  its  phrases 
^  and  thoughts,  so  attentive  and  good  natured.'  Whatever  may 
have  been  the  domestic  slights  referred  to  by  Horace  Walpole, 
and  whatever  may  have  been  the  causes  of  indiflference  existing 
between  herself  and  M.  de  Choiseul,  she  not  only  maintainee 
her  own  dignity  with  consummate  tact  and  judgment,  but  sh 
displayed  on  all  occasions  the  liveliest  solicitude  for  the  honour' 
welfare^  and  happiness  of  her  husband — sometimes  under  very 
embarrassing  circumstances.     Thus  she  writes : — 

*  You  are  right,*  goes  on  the  Duchess  —  *the  prohibition  of  Madame 
de  Beauvau  from  coming  here  is  not  a  personal  misfortune  for  me. 
It  is  a  vexation  they  wished  to  contrive  for  M.  de  Choiseul,  which  I 
have  resented  more  quickly  than  he,  and,  accordingly,  I  have  been 
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yexed.  I  have  had  this  said  to  Madame  de  BeauTau :  70a  will  do 
well  to  say  it  to  her  again ;  and  the  more,  because^  though  I  do  not 
love  Madame  de  Beanvau,  and  though  Madame  de  Beauvau  does 
not  love  me,  I  am  persuaded  that  we  should  get  on  very  well  toge- 
ther.— It  appears  to  me  that  it  is  the  tone  of  the  house  to  be  on  good 
terms  with  me.  Madame  de  Grammont  goes  on  capitally  here.  I 
shall  keep  up  this  tone  to  the  utmost, — ^gently,  but  firmly.  I  had  with 
Madame  de  Grammont,  the  day  of  her  arrival,  in  M.  de  Choiseul's 
presence,  a  conversation  which  must  settle  my  tranquillity.  I  put 
into  it  much  of  politeness  and  straightforwardness  for  Madame  de 
Grammont,— of  tenderness  and  submission  for  my  husband, — of  frank- 
ness, perhaps  of  dignity  even,  for  myself.  I  declared  that  I  would 
be  mbtress  on  my  own  estate,  in  my  own  house ;  that  every  one 
should  there  be  as  much  at  home  as  it  was  fit  they  should  be ;  that  I 
exacted  friendship  from  no  one ;  that  I  undertook  to  do  my  best  to 
satisfy  all  the  world,  and  that  all  the  world  should  be  well  received 
in  my  house ;  but  that  I  undertook  for  neither  friendship  nor  esteem 
to  aU  the  world :  that  so  far  as  esteem  went,  I  had  that  for  her, 
Madame  de  Grammont;  that  so  far  as  friendship  went,  I  neither 
promised  it  to  her  nor  asked  it  from  her ;  but  that  for  the  sake  of 
her  brother  who  brought  us  together  here,  we  ought  to  live  well 
the  one  with  the  other ;  that  if  she  behaved  well  to  me,  I  would 
answer  for  her  satisfaction  from  me ;  —  that  if  she  did  not,  I  would 
still  hope  for  it.' 

In  after  days  the  Bnchess  wrote  of  Madame  de  Grammont 
with  more  cordiality.  Possibly^  no  Englishwoman  would  have 
pnt  on  record  a  conversation  Hke  tlus>  or  have  thus  sifled  es- 
teem from  friendship:  —  and  it  is  a  conversation  which  opens  a 
trap-door  into  abysses,  which  Englishwomen  are,  happily,  too 
deep  or  too  shallow  to  fathom,  or  fathoming  which,  they  do  so  in 
silence,  not  on  paper.  But  at  Chanteloup,  the  disgraced  minis- 
ter's wife  had  to  receive  other  female  guests,  of  strange  quality. 
Madame  d'Amblemont,  the  relation  of  Madame  Pompadour, 
styled  by  that  imperious  woman  *  man  torchon^  announced 
herself,  and  M.  le  Marquis  de  Saint- Aulaire  is  our  warrant 
that  Madame  d'Amblemont,  too,  was  in  the  good  graces  of  the 
ex-minister.  The  lady  of  Chanteloup  had  this  new  pill  to 
swallow,  and  seems  to  have  swallowed  it,  not  so  much  quietly, 
as  with  composure,  and  without  thought  of  reprisals.  The 
solitary  traces  of  a  preference  on  her  own  part,  which  these  letters 
reveal, — is  for  a  musical  prodigy,  one  Louis,  whom  she  handed 
over  to  Balbastre,  the  celebrated  organist  of  St.  Koch,  so  soon 
as  too  importunate  indications  of  the  Cherubino  began  to  appear 
in  the  boy's  delight  at  being  kissed  by  his  patroness ;  and  the 
quality  of  interest  entertained  by  the  Duchess  for  her  favourite 
may  be  gathered  from  one  of  Madame  du  Deffand's  replies  to 
one  of  her  accounts  of  his  troublesome  tenderness :  — 
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'  I  am  sure  you  will  feel  the  loss  of  this  poor  child»'  writes  the 
elder  woman.  *  I  have  actually  an  attachment  which,  without  bein^ 
exactly  of  the  same  species,  has  still  a  good  deal  of  resemblance  to  it. 
I  want  to  talk  to  you  about  my  little  Tonton  (the  dog  immortalised 
in  the  "  Strawberry  Letters ")  who  is  thoroughly  ftiU  of  esprit,  erf 
soul,  of  gaiety,  of  grace.  He  is  capuchin  colour,  and  has  almost  no 
taiL  His  face  is  not  perfectly  handsome,  but  what  does  that  signify? 
He  loves  me  to  distraction.' 

The  above  mighty  matter  seems  all  that  the  Duchess  desired 
by  way  of  private  amusement,  in  rejoinder  to  the  more  serious 
aberrations  of  her  husband.  The  times,  moreover,  so  far  from  re- 
quiring any  excuse,  sympathised  with  a  lady  in  her  liaison,  pro- 
vided it  had  been  stamped  by  the  approval  of  good  company.  The 
whole  society,  let  it  be  repeated,  of  France  was  then  rotten ; 
the  whole  beUef  of  every  one,  in  anything,  was  shaken  to  its 
core ;  yet,  without  aping  the  tone  of  Massillon  the  Preacher, 
in  regard  to  the  little  heretic  whom  he  was  commissioned  to 
make  orthodox,  and  even  after  such  confessions  as  the  above,  we 
cannot  read  the  letters  of  the  Duchess  de  Choiseul,  here  collected, 
without  saying,  like  the  austere  French  preacher,  in  regard 
to  his  *  five  sous  ^  convert,  *  She  is  cAanni«j^;*— charming  as  a 
woman  who  in  the  worst  of  atmospheres  made  the  beet  of 
everything,  not  merely  to  support  and  maintain  herself,  but  to 
cheer  others. 

Grand  as  Chanteloup  is  accounted  to  have  been  —  and  it 
afterwards  became  hbtorical  by  the  visits  of  many  distinguished 
persons,  whose  attentions  were  commemorated  by  its  owner 
in  a  Chinese  pagoda  decorated  with  votive  inscriptions  —  it 
must,  at  first,  have  been  scarcely  more  cheerful  than  a  palace  in 
Siberia  to  the  queen  of  Ihe  mansion,  who  was  thus  com- 
pelled by  policy  as  much  as  by  pride  to  make  it  pleasant 
to  M.  de  Choiseul's  guests,  male  or  female.  The  windows 
did  not  shut  out  ice  or  cold,  any  more  than  the  doors  could 
exclude  troublesome  guests.  The  window-sills  and  crevices 
must  be  plastered  over  with  paper;  the  doors  protected  with 
sheepskins ;  the  chimneys  instructed  not  to  smoke,  before  Ma- 
dame du  Deffimd  could  be  invited  down  there.  It  may  be 
supposed,  on  the  other  hand,  that  there  was  an  excellent  cook: 
and  there,  too,  lived  VAbbe  Barth^lemi,  that  strange  Abbe,  who 
never  was  wanting  to  a  French  sahn  in  the  past  century,  —  the 
man  who  produced  that  weary  engine  of  oppression  'Le  Jeune 
*  Anacharsis,'  and  who  here  appears  as  the  author  of  some  equally 
tiresome  letters.  To  those  who  cared  about  fine  clothes,  the 
Duchess  declared  that  toilette  ran  higher  at  Chanteloup  than 
Paris.    Yet  one  of  her  Parisian  suits,  commemorated  by  Walpole, 
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the  magnificent  robe  '  which  she  wore  for  Ihe  great  wedding 

*  between  a  Biron  and  a  Boufflers,  of  blue  satin^  embroidered  all 

*  over  in  mosaic  diamond  wire,  with  gold ;  in  every  diamond  a 

*  silver  star  edged  with  gold,    and  surrounded  with  spangles,  , 
^  trimmed  with  double  sables,  crossed  with  frogs  and  tassels  of 

*  gold ;  head,  neck,  breast,  and  arms  covered  with  diamonds,* — 
must  have  been  hard  to  out-do.  Nevertheless,  our  Duchess  as- 
sured her  ^  granddaiyhtery  that  country  and  e^dle  towered  above 
capital,  court,  and  office  in  magnificence  of  coiffure.  And  those 
were  the  days  of  head-tires  so  elaborate,  that  a  shoe,  by  mistake, 
could  be  hidden  in  a  lady's  top-knot,  without  her  discovering 
the  lost  chaussure  till  many  hours  later,  when  the  edifice  had 
to  be  demolished.  But  beneath  all  this  splendour  and  frivolity 
Madame  de  Choiseul  had  the  spirit  of  genuine  independence ; 
and  her  letters  are  written  in  a  style  which  does  her  infinite 
honour. 

The  D'Aiguillon  ministry  succeeded  that  of  M.  de  Choiseul. 
Madame  du  Deffand,  aware  of  the  sunken  rocks  at  Chanteloup, 
— of  the  natural  desire  to  resume  office  and  influence  enter- 
tained by  the  minister  in  retreat,  —  of  the  official  genuflexions 
proper  to  make  to  those  in  influence,  to  those  in  power, — in 
honest  kindness,  so  far  as  her  opportunities  sufficed,  seems 
to  have  tried  to  mediate  and  to  say  smooth  things  to  the 
D'Aiguillons,  through  Madame  D'Aiguillon,  the  minister's 
mother.  But  .that  the  rebuke  of  such  attempt  was  immediate, 
sharp,  and  dignified  may  be  seen  in  the  following  letter. 

*How  is  it  that  you  have  imagined,  my  dear  granddaughter,* 
writes  our  Duchess,  *  to  say  pretty  things  for  me  to  Madame  d*Ai- 
guillon  ?  You  tell  me  all  manner  of  good  things  about  her.  I  am 
not  surprised,  because  I  have  always  thought  them  ;  and  have  always 
respected  her  character ;  but  I  say  so  to  you  and  not  to  her,  and  not 
to  have  it  repeated  to  her.  When  her  son  was  in  a  situation  more 
vexatious  than  disgrace, — ^when  my  husband  was  in  a  position  more 
flattering  than  favour, —  then  I  might  have  made  known  to  Madame 
d'AiguiUon  ail  my  esteem  for  her ;  to  soften  the  bitterness,  to  reduce 
the  distance  of  our  respective  positions.  At  present,  every  thing  is 
changed.  Her  son  is  in  power:  to  my  husband  there  remains 
nothing  but  his  glory ;  which  would  make  it  a  remarkable  baseness 
on  my  part  to  try  to  conciliate  Madame  d'Aiguillon.  It  would 
give  me  the  air  of  going  round  with  a  begging  box  for  her  bounty 
or  protection.  God  forbid  !  I  have  no  more  need  to  please  any 
person,  because  no  one  has  any  more  need  of  me.  Why  could 
you  not  have  thought  as  much,  dear  granddaughter  of  mine  ?  How 
could  you  have  compromised  me  in  so  strange  a  manner  ?  Were  I 
to  tell  it  to  grandpapa  (the  Due  de  Choiseul),  he  would  be  as  much 
hurt  as  myself.  Thank  heaven !  on  this  point  our  opinions  are  one  ; 
and  he,  I  hope,  will  never  have  to  blush  for  mine.  Repair  the  mis- 
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chief  which  70a  have  made.  Show  (it  is  better)  this  letter  to  Madame 
d'Aiguillon^  rather  than  let  her  iaacy  I  am  courting  her.  I  should 
prefer  that  she  knew  what  I  think  of  her  aon^  than  that  she  should 
suspect  me  of  such  an  unworthy  intention;  but  mj  avoidance  of 
what  is  Tile  must  not  drive  me  into  insult.  It  would  be  to  insult  her 
to  tell  her  what  I  think,  and  assuredly  she  is  not  a  woman  made  to 
be  insulted.  If  she  be  as  worthy  as  I  think  her,  my  cold  formality 
should  neither  astonish  nor  offend  her ;  neither  ought  she  to  fimcy 
that  she  owes  me  anything,  if  my  opinion  be  but  justice.  If  that 
be  a  mistake,  of  what  consequence  to  me  would  be  the  impressicm 
I  could  make  on  her,  by  what  she  would  then  call  my  rudeness. 
Once  more  and  again,  show  her  my  letter  if  you  have  spoken  to 
her,  rather  than  leave  me  compromised  in  a  manner  so  damaging 
to  me ;  and  once  for  all,  let  it  thoroughly  enter  your  brain,  that  you 
must  not  pay  court  to  any  one  for  me,  nor  attract  to  me  the  services 
of  any  one,  be  he  who  he  may.  I  do  not  know  from  whom  I  could 
suffer  the  insolent  pretension  of  rendering  them  to  me.  I  entirely 
expect  that  you  will  think  I  am  making  my  Lent  too  sublime ;  but 
even  if  you  suppose  yourself  in  my  situation,  you  must  not,  therefore, 
put  your  character  in  the  place  of  mine,  because  one  can  only  see  the 
same  objects  in  the  same  manner  with  the  same  pair  of  eyes.  Thus, 
if  I  seemed  wrong  to  you,  it  does  not  follow,  therefore,  that  I  should 
be  wrong  to  myself.  If,  while  my  husband  was  in  power,  you  had 
seen  me  patronising,  you  might  have  reason  to  condemn  in  me  for 
not  wishing  to  be  patronised.  If,  during  his  time  of  favour  you 
had  seen  me  haughty,  domineering,  insolent,  you  might  now  expect 
to  see  me  lowly,  submissive,  creeping.  I  appeal  to  M.  c2e  Walpole ! 
If  you  do  not  comprehend  me,  an  Englishman  ought  to  do.' 

There  is  the  ring  of  true  metal  in  this  letter.  It  should 
stand  and  keep  its  place  among  the  honest  letters  of  proud 
women.  Curious  is  the  appeal  of  the  Duchess  to  M.  de 
Walpole,  as  if  an  Englishman  would  understand  less  selfish 
motives  or  a  higher  line  of  conduct  than  a  French  woman  could 
do :  especially  when  we  recollect  how  he  doubted  the  reality  of 
her  proposed  sacrifice  of  every  feeling  to  her  husband's  glory. 
These  volumes  contain  at  least  half  a  hundred  letters  by  tUa 
Duchess^  from  which  we  conceive  that  any  reader  who  reads  for 
character,  will  derive  the  same  conclusions  that  we  have  dcme. 
'  Modest  and  hesitating '  in  society ;  steadily  attached  to  her  old 
blind  vehement  correspondent,  she  scolded  her^  or,  rather  let 
us  say,  set  her  right,  with  the  fearlessness  of  a  character  superior 
in  conduct,  if  less  brilliant  in  tongue.  Placed  in  a  dif&cult 
position,  and  compelled,  it  may  be,  to  act  a  part  at  variance  with 
her  real  feelings,  she  appears  to  have  detected  the  manoeuTres 
of  others,  who  then  gave  a  law  to  the  world  of  society  in 
Paris,  with  that  unshrinking  directness  which  cannot  exist  where 
there  is  not  truth  in  the  nature.     Glimpses  of  this  will  be  found 
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in  her  notices  of  Voltaire ;  far  beyond  the  tone  of  her  time^  far 
superior  to  the  prevailing  sycophancy  of  French  society.  The 
Duchess  seems  to  have  duly  admired  Voltaire's  courage^ — to  have 
been  warmed^  not  dazzled,  by  his  brightness, — to  have  been 
enchanted  by  his  versatility ; — but  to  have  laid  her  finger  on  the 
bit  of  tinsel  in  his  composition,  that  theatrical  passion  for  excite- 
ment and  success,  which  was  imperfectly  consistent  with  his  love 
of  truth.  He  was  neither  to  her  a  divinity  nor  a  demon.  She 
did  not  swear  by  him,  nor  rail  agfdnst  him;  but  she  knew 
him,  apparently,  as  only  a  woman,  at  once  subtle  and  honest, 
can  know  a  man  of  genius  infinitely  her  superior;  and  her 
judgment  of  Jean  Jacques  Bousseau  was  equally  keen  and 
correct. 

We  have  dwelt  first  on  the  Duchess  because  she  is  the 
least  known,  and  by  far  the  ablest,  of  the  letter  writers  whose 
epistles  are  here  collected.  "Far  those  by  her  inmate  and  assist- 
ant, the  useful  and  tedious  Abb^  Barth^lemi,  we  have  small 
appetite.  They  are  many :  there  is  learning  in  them :  they  try 
to  be  clever :  they  are  very  dry.  They  are  what  might  be 
expected  from  a  philosophical  churchman,  who  is  content  to 
be,  philosophically,  the  confess<9r  of  quicker  and  less  instructed 
women.  A  truthful,  original,  man,  could  no  more,  we  conceive, 
even  in  France,  during  its  most  unprincipled  time,  have  re- 
signed himself  to  the  part  made  up  of  librarian,  instructor. 
Philander,  which  the  Abb^  (generically)  seems  to  have  played, 
than  could  the  younger  EngUsh  brother  of  &mily  and  spirit,  who 
appears  in  the  old  novels,  have  consented  to  make  out  an  exist- 
ence in  the  heir's  house,  by  sitting  at  the  bottom  of  the  heir's 
table,  and  carving,  and  drinking  with  the  chaplain,  and  not  con- 
tradicting guests  who  sate  above  the  salt.  The  Abb^  Barth6- 
lemi  had  as  much  reward  during  his  lifetime  as  his  equivocal 
churchmaDship,  and  academical  learning,  and  undignified  po- 
sition, deserved.  He  will  hardly,  we  conceive,  enjoy  the  reward 
of  his  oppressive  Greek  novels  and  his  tiresome  letters  being 
much  studied  by  posterity.  Such  light  as  ever  gathered  about 
him  has  gone  out,  and  it  is  welL 

A  fate  diametrically  opposite  attends,  and  will  attend,  another 
man,  who  figures  inevitably  in  this  correspondence ;  and  who, 
though  often  discussed,  is  not  to  be  dismissed  without  a  word  or 
two  of  further  commentary.  We  allude,  of  course,  to  the  M.  de 
Walpole  of  the  Duchess, — the  tutor  (so  ran  his  style  and  title 
in  the  circle  at  St.  Joseph's)  of  Madame  du  Defiand. 

Not  merely  the  frequency,  but  the  manner,  too,  with  which 
Horace  Walpole  is  mentioned,  strengthens  the  impression  of  sin- 
cere and  tender  intimacy  existing  between  the  old  blind  French- 
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woman,  in  her  *  tonneau '  (no  Dic^enes*  tub,  however),  and  the 
English  virtuoso  in  his  Twickenham  Villa,  which  we  had  already 
derived  from  the  Correspondence  many  years  since  given  to  the 
world.     No  such  affectionate  friendship  could  possibly  have  been 
commenced  and  carried  on, — the  circumstances  and  differences 
of  country  considered, — save  betwixt  an  eccentric  gentleman 
and  an  exceptional  lady.     Man  of  the  world  as  Horace  Walp(Je 
was,  he  was  not  the  less  one  of  those  beings  marked  by  Greniua 
in  their  ci*adles,  whose  singularities  take  a  form,  more  delicate 
and  gracious,  it  may  be,  from  the  world  of  society  into  which  they 
are  bom,  but  not  the  less  distinctly  marked,  than  the  rougher 
or  more  robust  individualities  of  a  Johnson, — who  has  had  to 
struggle  up  from  misery  into  fame ;  to  sleep  on  a  bulk-head  in 
the  open  air;  to  drown  the  bitterness  of  expectation  in  a  lord's 
ante-chamber;  to  dine  behind  the  screen  at  the  house  of  a 
publisher,  liberal  enough  to  give  his  drudge  a  dinner  as  well  as 
work.     Always  pretending  to  commonpla^,  as  he  did, — his  pre* 
science,  his  energy,  his  courage  in  choosing  friends  from  every 
circle  and  of  every  class,  his  constancy  in  keeping  them,  or  his 
candour  in  owning  himself  wrong  when  he  had  quarrelled  with 
them, — amounted  to  an  originality  which  now  makes  him  stand 
out  from  among  the  fine  gentlemen  of  the  last  century,  howso- 
ever he  might  disclaim  it  at  the  time  with  some  unconsciousness, 
with  some  affectation.     This  seems  to  have  been  more  largely 
understood  during  the  Indian  summer  of  his  lifetime  in  Paris 
than  in  London.     Such  notices  of  Horace  Walpole  as  appear 
in  contemporary  English  memoirs  or  letters — even  those  from 
Mason  or  Conway — arc  admitting,  qualifying,  on  the  whole 
patronising,  notices.     Antiquary  Cole  consulted  him ;  Braganza 
Jephson  was  delighted  to  use  his  sponsorship  for  one  of  those 
tiresome  tragedies  which  are  now  totally  forgotten.     His  pre- 
judices, his  sbai*p  tongue,  his  finery,  his  passion  for  old  china,  his 
instinct  for  more  antique  art,  his  love  of  out-of-the-way  read- 
iii&  prevented  his  sliding  smoothly  down  any  English  groove. 
He  was  tired  by  Richardson ; — he  asked  for  *  an  ounce  of  civet' 
after  being  rubbed  against  Fielding.    People  of  quality  were 
afraid  of  a  man  who  stuck  sweet  peas  in  his  hair  at  a  card  party 
and  sang  while  he  led  an  ace  or  showed  Pam.     Offsets  of 
Boyalty  (with  whom  he  became  indirectly  connected  by  the 
ambitious  marriage  of  his  niece.  Duchess  Maria  of  Gloucester) 
were  troubled  by  the  demeanour  of  a  minister's  son  who  paid 
no  court,  yet  who  showed  no  disrespect.     Literary  men  (who 
are  apt  to  be  suspicious  of  those  belonging  to  a  gayer  world), 
rated  him  as  a  fribble,  a  mocker,  a  sort  of  epicene  meddler  with 
the  wares  of  politician,  poet,  antiquary,  and  wit.     His^attach- 
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ment  to  the  men  whom  he  called  his  friends  appears  to  have 
been  stronger  than  theirs  to  him.  He  was  touchy,  but  not 
untrue;  sharp  of  tongue  but  open  of  hand.  His  misdeeds 
to  Chatterton, — at  worst  an  error  of  judgment, — have  been 
more  remembered  than  his  efforts  to  sav6  Byng,  or  to  hold 
up  Conway's  credit  One  who  steps  beyond  the  boundaries 
of  his  own  world,  be  it  literary,  or  political,  or  aristocratic,  — 
who  laughs  at  himself  as  a  trifler,  while  he  holds  to  life  by  con- 
sistent pursuits  and  constant  affections, — must  pay  the  penalty. 
He  is  sure  to  be  misunderstood  by  his  fellow-men. 

Among  women,  however,  such  a  man  as  Horace  Walpole  fares 
better,  though  he  do  not  pretend  to  play  the  part  of  a  Philander. 
In  proof  of  this  we  might  number  his  female  friends  of  every 
class  of  society,  of  every  colour  of  opinion, — but  from  among 
them  all  he  selected  neither  the  loveliest,  nor  the  most  sensible, 
nor  the  youngest,  nor  the  richest,  nor  the  noblest, — for  a  sin- 
cere, if  not  a  tender  friendship,  which  was  only  to  terminate 
with  his  life.  On  turning  over  his  letters  to  other  people,  the  ' 
gradual  growth  and  strength  of  his  intimacy  with  Madame  da 
I)effand  comes  out  with  a  clearness  which  admits  of  no  dispute. 
His  solicitude  to  give  her  any  pleasure;  his  gratitude  for 
her  eager  and  distinguishing  kindness;  his  anxiety  as  to  the 
•ebb  of  her  fortunes ;  his  careful  tenderness  towards  such  relics 
of  her  house  and  her  petits  soupers  as  she  bequeathed  to  him, 
are  not  to  be  mistaken.  Yet  more  (the  roan  and  his  nature 
considered),  they  are  attested  by  his  letters  to  her,  totally  different 
in  tone  as  these  may  seem  to  those  unaware  of  the  contradictory 
elements  which  make  up  a  man  of  Genius,  when  he  happens 
withal  to  be  a  spoiled  child  of  Fortune.* 

It  is  easy  to  fancy  how  such  an  Englishman,  half  a  century 
old  in  knowledge  of  life — fresh  as  a  boy  in  sensations  and 
curiosity — must  have  struck  with  the  charm  of  a  semi-savage 
novelty  (for  the  English  were  then  semi-savages  in  France)  a 

*  This  matter  may  be  all  the  more  fitly  dwelt  on,  because,  strange 
though  it  may  seem,  the  letters  of  Horace  Walpole  to  Madame  du 
Deffand  have  no  place  in  the  so-called  complete  edition  of  *  Walpole's 
*  Correspondence,'  put  forth  the  other  day  with  high  professions  of 
editorship  which  are  in  no  respect  realised.  Not  merely  does  the  last 
volume  contain  a  confession  of  misprints  and  imperfect  collation  {vide 
errata  in  the  '  Montagu  Correspondence,')  nothing  short  of  startling ; 
but  the  English  reader  who  desires  to  acquaint  himself  with  Walpole's 
appeals,  communications,  and  replies  to  Marie  Vichy  de  Chamrond, 
must  lay  by  the  complete  edition  and  search  elsewhere,  in  imperfect 
and  carelessly  printed  collections,  published  without  pretence  of 
'  finality.' 
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circle,  wearied  widi  a  perpetual  encounter  of  such  wit  and  1 
ing,  and  philosophy  and  humour,  as  Pont  de  Yeyle,  and  H^nault, 
and  Barth^lemi  could  bring :  a  drcle,  moreoTer,  presided  over 
by  one,  heayily  stricken,  yet  not  resigned,  —  whose  life  was 
a  fever  of  excitement,  whose  fancies  of,  not  futh  in,  a  future, 
did  not  include  the  idea  so  touchingly  expressed  in  Crabbe's 
lines — 

'  There's  something  in  this  world  amiss, 
Shall  be  unriddled  by  and  by/ 

Madame  du  Deffimd — who  persecuted  Mdlle.  d'Espinasse,  once 
her  '  reine^  because  she  chose  to  set  up  a  ^  bureau  d*esprit^  on 
her  own  account — may  have  been  at  first  glad  to  spirit  away 
from  Madame  Geoffirin  the  one  Englishman  who  commanded  the 
repartee  which  Hume  and  Gibbon  had  not.  But  it  presently 
became  evident  that  his  company  suited  her  as  finely  and  fitly 
as  hers  suited  him.  With  the  spirits  (to  quote  her  own  phrase) 
of  one  who  was  only  ^  sixty  and  a  tfiousand^  years  old,  ^e  met 
his  spirits,  —  she  catered  for  him  sights,  and  enamels,  and  auto- 
grs^hs ;  and  when  he  was  gone  from  Paris,  poured  forth,  by  aid 
of  her  amanuensis,  Wiart  the  fiuthful,  cataracts  of  anxiety  for 
his  health, — eagerness  for  some  response  to  her  fond  and  French 
protestations  of  regard;  troublesome,  no  doubt, — and  on  this 
foggy  side  of  the*  Channel  looking  theatrical,  perhaps,  to  one 
who  shrunk  from  ridicule  as  a  snau  into  its  shell ;  neverthdess, 
it  is  possible,  genuine.  There  is,  comparatively,  Ettie  anecdote 
in  her  letters  to  Walpole,  but  real,  honest,  gniteful  regard,  ao 
far  as  such  a  woman  was  capable  of  such  a  sentiment.  Had  she 
transmitted  a  larger  amount  of  good  stories,  and  less  expatiation, 
she  might  have  fared  better :  for  curious,  on  the  other  side,  to 
those  who  recollect  the  warmth  with  which  Walpole  recom- 
mended her  to  every  one's  good  offices,  and  addressed  her  at  one 
of  those  moments  of  vicissitude  when  true  friend  can  succour 
friend,  seems  the  ice  of  his  replies  to  her  epistles.  In  these  there 
is  a  perpetual  tone  of  scolding  and  superintendence:  here  of 
cavil  at  her  florid  language ;  there  of  remonstrance  against  some 
proceeding  of  hers — such  as  a  harmless  visit  to  Clmnteloup — 
reconcilable  enough  to  all  who  have  studied  the  relations  of 
man  to  woman  (when  love  is  laid  out  of  the  question),  but  which 
must,  in  their  day,  have  perplexed  and  afflicted  his  correspond- 
ent in  no  conunon  degree. 

This  perplexity,  whether  as  set  forth  by  herself,  or  as  re- 
cognised by  her  grandmaman,  Mde.  de  Choiseul,  may  be  traced 
in  these  letters,  running  like  a  counter-thread  through  the 
writer's  perpetual  tribute  to  the  importance  of  ^  Strawberry 
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Horace'  in  the  drcles  which  Yolture  electrified  from  a  distance^ 
and  Bousseaa  tormented  nearer  home.  That  the  English  dilet- 
tante  was  a  puissance  in  Paris  at  that  time^  there  can  be  no 
doubt  Oar  allies  had  dim  notions  that  a  minister's  son  must 
have  retained  something  of  the  political  inflaence  of  so  great  a 
name^  with  a  very  vague  knowledge,  even  now,  of  its  real 
meaning,  since  we  find  that  M.  de  Saint- Auliure  has  arrived 
at  no  nearer  knowledge  of  our  orthography  or  family  history 
than  still  to  speak  of  the  party  ^  wigh,'  and  to  assure  the  world 
that  Walpole,  when  he  became  Lonl  '  Orfort,'  never  bore  the 
title!  Then  the  home  suspicions  of  high  persons,  which  the 
Chanteloup  letters  show  us  to  have  been  extreme,  crossed  the 
ChanneL  That  they  cherished  vidons  of  spies,  conspiracies, 
secret  police,  not  merely  justified  by  their  own  insecurity  and 
Ignorance,  but  also  by  their  knowledge  of  an  insulated  case  or 
two,  the  memoirs  of  Beaumarchais  have  anew  reminded  us. 
People,  such  as  the  editor  of  ^Le  Grazettier  Cuirass^'  the 
infiamous  Morande,  could  burrow  in  the  dark  places  of  London, 
thence  to  sting  those  in  France  who  were  supposed  to  be  vul- 
nerable or  rich.  How,  then,  should  a  wit,  a  minister's  son,  an 
outspoken  man,  escape  from  undue  credit  as  one  having  in- 
flaence ?  We  have  not  before  seen  so  clearly  as  in  this  cor- 
respondence how  Walpole  was  regarded  in  France.  He  is 
not  here  merely  the  trifler  from  whom  Mde.  de  Talmont 
bespoke  a  lap-dog;  not  merely  the  collector  of  china  and 
enamel,  to  whom  the  anonymous  snuff-box — pleasant  compli- 
ment to  his  taste  for  collection — was  sent  in  the  name  of  Mde. 
de  S^vign^;  not  merely  the  fire-side  figure  at  St.  Joseph's, 
whom  Madame  du  Deffand  gradually  lured  away  from  all  other 
agreeable  women:  but  he  is  credited  with  mysterious  conse- 
quence at  home.  A  story  of  his  escritoire  in  London  being 
broken  open,  and  the  papers  therein  examined,  in  April,  1771 
(one,  by  the  way,  of  which  we  have  found  small  record 
in  any  of  his  own  letters),  seems  to  have  dwelt  on  every- 
one's mind  portentously,  as  belonging  to  his  relations  with  the 
Choiseuls.  Its  result,  seeing  their  credulous  terror  of  spies  and 
covert  influences,  may  possibly  have  led  to  that  avoidance  of  his 
nearest  and  dearest  friends,  Conway  and  Lady  Ailesbury,  when 
the  latter  went,  recommended  by  Walpole,  to  Paris,  to  which 
avoidance  he  alludes  openly,  and  our  Duchess  apologetically,  in 
these  letters. 

After  the  two  friends,  at  home  and  abroad,  of  Madame  du 
Deffand,  to  whom  some  precedence  has  been  given,  the  lady 
because  she  was  less  known — the  gentleman,  because  he  is  more 
known,  and  every  day  better  understood, — we  come  at  last  to 
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the  *  dear^  old,  blind  woman '  herself,  as  shown  in  these  new 
letters.  Sooth  to  say,  they  add  little  to  our  knowledge — little 
to  our  admiration — either  of  her  character  as  a  woman,  or  of 
her  pen  as  a  letter-writer.  They  merely  add  a  few  touches  to 
the  picture  of  her  long,  profitless,  showy,  wearisome  life,  which 
was  already  three  parts  painted  in  former  books.  They  are 
sometimes  acute  in  judgment,  rather  than  light  in  style  or  true 
in  sentiment  The  writer  was  thought  among  her  contempo- 
raries to  have  considerable  power  of  ^  characterising,'  a  favourite 
intellectual  pastime  among  the  proprietors  of  salons;  and  it 
would  not  be  just  to  withhold  a  specimen  of  her  talent,  which, 
though  not  written  to  be  formally  handed  about,  like  one  of 
those  stinging  epigrams  and  graceless  songs  with  which  her  own 
memory  was  so  richly  stored,  is  not  the  less  acute  and  elaborate; 
how  far  just,  or  the  reverse,  we  leave  the  admirers  of  Jean 
Jacques  Rousseau  to  decide.  The  letter  is  of  course  addressed 
to  the  Duchess,  who,  like  the  rest  of  the  circle,  amused  herself 
it  would  seem,  with  pen  and  ink,  and  had  been  speaking  her  mind 
about  Rousseau.     The  date  is  July,  1766. 

<  No  disrespect  to  you,  dear  grandmamma,  it  is  not  to  you  that  I  am 
going  to  speak  now,  but,  may  it  please  you,  to  M.  the  Abb4  Barth^- 
lemi.  I  have  the  greatest  obligations  to  you,  sir,  for  having  deter- 
mined grandmamma  to  send  me  the  pages  which  she  had  destined  for 
M.  Gontaut.  I  think,  without  vanity,  that  he  would  not  have  felt 
their  value  better  than  myself.  I  do  not  judge  myself  worthy  of 
giving  her  letter  all  the  praise  which  it  merits,  but  I  have  shown  it 
to  M.  le  Pr^ident  H6nault,  and  to  M.  de  Secondat,  wbo  is  a  man 
full  of  esprit  (the  son,  I  mean,  of  the  Pr^ident  de  Montesquieu). 
They  have  been  enchanted  with  it,  and  are  wonderstruck  that  a 
person  of  the  age  of  grandmamma,  so  surrounded  by  everything  that 
destroys  application  and  keeps  reflection  at  a  distance,  should  think, 
reason,  and  express  herself  like  the  most  enlightened  of  philosophers. 
Here  is  something  which  is  worthy  of  your  researches  and  observa- 
tion,  Monsieur  TAbb^  and  which  ought  to  make  you  give  up  E^ypt 
and  all  antiquity.  You  have  no  need  of  my  advice  to  take  this  line ; 
for  when  one  is  with  grandmamma,  can  one  think  of  anything  but 
her  ?  For  my  part,  I  rave  about  her ;  I  know  of  nothing  which  can 
be  compared  to  her ;  and  if  I  ever  owe  to  her  the  obligation  of  being 
among  your  friends,  she  will  thus  put  the  crown  on  all  that  I  owe 
her. 

'This  Housseau,  dear  grandmamma,  who  has  inspired  you  with  such 
good  things,  has  been  putting  the  crown  on  all  his  follies.  M.  Hume 
has  sent  to  Baron  d'Holbach,  and  later  still  to  M.  d'Alembert,  the 
copy  of  two  letters  full  of  the  grossest  insults,  on  his  having  learned 
that  the  other  had  obtained  for  him  a  pension  from  the  Ejng  of 
England,  but  on  the  condition  of  its  being  kept  a  secret.  These 
details  would  be  too  long  to  write,  and  I  hope  that  we  shall  soon  be 
able  to  tell  you  the  whole  story.    What  I  find  ineffable  in  the  matter 
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is,  that  M.  Hume  has  pot  written  a  word  about  the  whole  affair  to 
the  Prince  of  Conti  or  to  Madame  de  Boufflers.  One  is  curious  to 
see  what  part  thej  would  take ;  one  thinks  that  it  would  be  that  of 
abandoning  Jean  Jacques. 

*  You  do  not  speak  about  your  return,  which  kills  me.  I  have  the 
greatest  need  of  jou.  I  know  too  well  that  I  am  destined  to  pass 
mj  life  without  seeing  you  ;  but  I  like  to  think  of  the  thing  as  pos- 
sible. Let  hope  be  ever  so  vain,  it  is  like  the  air  which  one  breathes : 
it  is  necessary  to  existence,  and  to  the  hope  of  not  dying.  You  can- 
not conceive  what  a  good  fortune  it  would  be  to  me  to  see  you 
oftener ;  and  of  what  use  your  examples,  your  lessons,  would  be  to 
me.  Your  first  education  was  a  very  good  one ;  but  that  which  you 
have  since  given  to  yourself,  and  give  yourself  daily,  is  excellent. 
Your  age,  as  you  sent  me  word  some  time  ago,  gives  to  your  heart 
all  its  power  of  judgment,  and  this  enables  you  to  make  great  use  of 
your  bright  gifts.  All  your  conclusions  are  sound,  and  you  regu- 
late your  conduct  by  them  as  a  consequence.  No  passion  carries 
you  away,  nothing  irritates  you,  nothing  discourages  you.  You  are 
the  physician  of  your  own  heart  and  mind,  know  the  diet  that  suits 
them,  and  observe  it  exactly. 

*  Don't  believe  that  I  think  how  to  praise  you.  I  study  you.  I 
strip  you  of  your  feathers.  You  are  for  me  the  best  treatise  on 
morality  that  I  can  read. 

*  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  agree  with  you  more  completely  than  I 
do  on  the  verdict  you  pronounce  on  Jean  Jacques.  His  esprit  is 
false ;  the  eloquence  which  no  one  can  deny  him  is  fatiguing,  and 
produces  on  the  understanding  the  effect  which  a  music  full  of  disso- 
nances produces  on  the  ears.  He  is  a  Comus.  He  presents  Virtue 
to  you;  you  think  you  have  hold  of  her, — ^you  follow,  to  find  out  that 
it  is  Vice,  whom  he  has  been  preaching.  He  is  a  madman ;  and  I 
should  not  be  astonished  were  he  purposely  to  commit  crimes  which 
did  not  degrade  him,  but  might  conduct  him  to  the  scaffold,  if  he 
hoped  thereby  to  enhance  his  notoriety.  I  hate  too  much  everything 
that  is  false  to  have  the  slightest  consideration  for  this  person.  I 
have  not  read  all  his  works,  but  I  will  never  read  again  those  which 
I  have  read,  and  never  shall  read  the  others.  I  esteem  and  love  the 
style  of  Voltaire  too  much  to  relish  that  of  Jean  Jacques.  Accuracy, 
facility,  clearness,  warmth ;  these  are  the  four  qualities  which  make 
a  good  style.  Rousseau  has  clearness,  but  it  is  the  clearness  of  light- 
ning ;  warmth,  but  it  is  the  warmth  of  fever.' 

The  compliments  in  these  letters  run  somewhat  to  the  tun^ 
of  the  Scuderi  romances,  lately  brought  back  to  memory  by  M. 
Cousin,  in  his  two  curious  volumes  on  *  Le  Grand  Cyrus.'  But 
besides  indicating  that  tendency  to  exaggerate  in  expression, 
which  the.  observer  of  character  will  find  a  frequent  quality  in 
cold-hearted  persons,  Madame  du  Deffand,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered, poured  forth  her  enthusiasms  of  the  moment  under  diffi- 
culties. It  is  hard  to  be  spontaneous  through  the  medium  of  a 
secretary,  be  he  even  so  devoted  and  trusty  a  person  as  Madame 
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du  Deffand's  amanuensis  Wiort^  who  has  to  wait  for  the  next 
word  of  tenderness,  or  the  next  whimsy  of  badinage.  With  every 
disposition,  however,  to  be  gentle  as  well  as  just  towards  one 
whom  society  had  spoiled  too  thoroughlv,  to  leave  in  her  any 
chance  of  being  deepened  and  sweetened  by  a  cruel  infirmity  — 
with  every  inclination  to  adopt  the  predilections  and  sympathies 
(within  certain  bounds)  of  Madame  du  DefFand^s  tutor  and  Eng- 
fish  friend,  who  fought  with  her  false  sentiments,  and  treasure 
up  relics  of  her  after  she  was  gone,  as  though  they  had  belonged 
to  a  second  de  S^vign4 — we  cannot  but  repeat  that  the  main, 
not  the  secondary  figure,  which  this  new  book  discloses,  is  that 
of  our  Duchess.  The  figure  of  Madame  de  Cboiseul  thus  drawn 
by  herself  in  these  playfol,  sensible,  and  confidential  letters  is  a 
valuable  addition  to  our  knowledge  of  the  society  of  France  in 
the  last  century ;  and  these  volumes  deserve  to  be  read  mainly 
for  the  place  she  fills  in  them. 


Art.  IX.  —  A  Journal  kept  in  Turkey  and  Greece  in  the 
Autumn  of  1857  and  the  beginning  of  1858.  By  Nassau 
W.  Senior,  Esq.     London:  1859. 

'T'nE  art  of  recording  conversation  with  spirit  and  fidelity  has 
not  furnished  many  successful  contributions  to  English  litera- 
ture. One  conspicuous  example  stands  almost  without  an  imi- 
tator in  the  pages  of  Boswell,  and  something  of  the  vivacity  of 
social  intercourse  may  be  found  in  the  Diary  of  Madame  d'Ar- 
blay.  But  these  exceptions  only  serve  the  more  forcibly  to 
remind  lis  that  the  stream  of  sallies  and  of  replies,  of  original 
remarks  and  of  traditional  knowledge,  which  rolls  onwaid  in 
good  conversation,  is  swallowed  as  it  flows  by  an  inexorable 
oblivion ;  and  that  only  here  and  there  a  fragment  of  what 
the  wisest  have  thought,  and  the  wittiest  have  said,  survives  to 
amuse  or  instruct  the  world.  Yet,  if  it  were  possible,  by  the 
spell  which  the  legend  gives  some  German  wizard,  to  compel 
the  atmosphere  to  retain  and  repeat  the  accents  which  have 
vibrated  for  a  moment  on  the  ear,  how  many  predictions  would 
be  unfulfilled,  how  many  hopes  would  be  dispelled,  how  many 
promises  would  be  unperformed,  how  many  sagacious  observa- 
tions would  be  stultified,  how  many  a  careless  and  idle  remark 
every  one  of  us  would  wish  to  efface  !  Upon  the  whole,  we 
are  satisfied,  that  social  intercourse  would  lose  much  of  itt 
charm  and  its  security,  if  the  fluctuating  and  elastic  element  of 
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our  d(uly  talk  conld  by  any  process  be  condensed  and  solidified 
into  a  more  permanent  form.  Conversation  framed  to  be 
taken  down  wonld  become  intolerably  stiflF  and  pedantic.  Con- 
versation, taken  down  as  it  runs,  wonld  be  loose^  desultory, 
a^d  often  scarcely  worthy  of  preservarion.  The  result  is  that 
the  attempt  to  report  actual  conversations  has  not  often  been 
made ;  and  it  has  still  less  often  succeeded. 

Mr.  Senior,  whose  great  abilities  have  entitled  him  to  fill  no 
incon^derable  place  in  the  more  abstruse  departments  of  social 
and  legal  science,  has,  as  is  well  known,  devoted  a  good  deal 
of  time  to  a  careful  and  lively  record  of  the  conversations  he 
has  held  with  eminent  persons  in  many  foreign  countries. 
Living  in  the  best  society  of  his  time,  and  perfectly  qualified 
to  take  an  active  part  in  the  discussions  of  all  the  most  interest- 
ing questions  of  the  age,  he  is  said  to  have  collected  what  may 
be  termed  the  speaking  memoirs  of  his  foreign  contemporaries 
in  an  authentic  and  attractive  form ;  and  the  volume  which  he 
has  now  given  to  the  public  is  a  very  interesting  example  of  the 
skill  2uid  judgment  with  which  he  cultivates  this  peculiar  species 
of  literary  composition.  Perhaps  he  has  sometimes  insensibly 
given  to  Turkish  pashas  and  Greek  professors  a  little  more 
force  and  precision  than  is  to  be  found  in  their  habitual  convert 
sation ;  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Senior's  friends,  like 
the  orators  of  our  public  assemblies,  are  under  considerable 
obligations  to  their  reporter.  But  his  object  and  intention  are 
evidently  to  convey  their  true  meaning  with  the  strictest  fidelity; 
and  in  many  instances  the  conversations  have  been  revised  and 
acknowledged  by  the  speakers  themselves. 

Turkey  is  not  the  country  to  which  a  traveller,  who  travels 
chiefly  in  pursuit  of  conversation,  and  who  never  loses  sight  of 
the  pleasures  of  social  intercourse,  would  most  naturally  repair ; 
for^  in  the  first  place,  the  Turks  are  indifferent  talkers  ;  and,  in 
the  second  place,  all  conversation  is  absorbed  by  one  insatiable 
topic  —  the  present  condition  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  and  the 
future  destiny  of  the  East.  The  first  of  these  difficulties, 
however,  offered  no  insurmountable  obstacle  to  Mr.  Senior's 
curiosity,  for  we  find  him,  within  four  days  of  his  arrival  at 
Therapia,  picking  morsels  of  roasted  sheep  with  Achmet  Vefic 
Effendi,  the  Turkish  minister  of  justice,  and  extracting  a  few 
candid  admissions  from  that  high  officer  over  an  after-dinner 
pipe.  It  must,  however,  be  premised  that  a  considerable  num- 
bw  of  the  interlocutors,  who  figure  in  Mr.  Senior's  pages  under 
the  disguise  of  A.  B.  or  X.  Y.,  are  not  Turks  at  all,  but 
foreigners  who  spend  their  lives  in  speculating  on  the  strange 
spectacle  before  their  eyes ;  and  this,  in  truth,  is  the  sole  subject 
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to  which,  imder  totioub  forms,  their  conversation  can  be  said  to 
relate.  Some  difference  of  opinion,  of  course,  prev^  as  to  the 
causes  of  the  decline  of  the  Ottoman  Empire ;  and  some  as  to 
the  efficacy  of  the  remedies  which  may  be  applied  or  attempted. 
But  in  these  pages,  representing  the  opinions  of  a  large  number 
of  different  observers,  (and,  we  might  add,  in  the  evidence  of 
every  intelligent  person  who  has  of  late  years  witnessed  the 
actual  condition  of  Turkey,)  almost  complete  unanimity  prevails 
as  to  the  rapid  decay  of  the  country  and  the  government,  the 
falling  off  in  population  and  wealth  as  far  as  the  Mahometan 
portion  of  the  European  provinces  is  concerned,  the  gross  cor- 
ruption pervading  all  classes  of  public  officers,  and  the  mis- 
chievous results  of  the  diplomatic  interference  which  is  intended 
to  avert  the  dissolution  of  the  Empire. 

Mr.  Senior's  journey  to  the  East  was  made  at  a  time  pecu- 
liarly calculated  to  give  interest  and  value  to  his  observations. 
The  war  was  just  over,  in  which  the  armed  intervention  of  the 
Western  Powers  had  rescued  Turkey  from  the  impending  peril 
of  Bussian  invasion.  A  peace  had  been  signed  which  guaranteed 
the  independence  and  integrity  of  the  Ottoman  dominions,  and 
placed  the  Sultan  within  the  common  security  afforded  by  the 
public  law  of  Europe.  Large  concessions,  conceived  in  a 
tolerant  and  liberal  spirit,  had  been  made  to  the  Christian  popu- 
lations by  the  Hatt-i-Humayoon  of  February,  1856.  Attempts 
were  not  wanting  to  place  the  Turkish  finances  on  a  better 
footing,  to  raise  loans,  to  develop  the  resources  of  the  country, 
and  to  carry  on  the  work  of  reform.  If  ever  there  was  a  mo- 
ment in  modern  times  when  hopes  of  the  regeneration  of  Turkey 
could  reasonably  be  entertained,  after  the  efforts  and  sacrifices 
Europe  had  made  in  her  behalf,  the  autumn  of  1857  was  that 
time.  Yet  the  evidence  Mr.  Senior  has  collected,  and  the  pic- 
ture he  has  drawn,  can  leave  no  illusion  on  the  mind  of  any 
man  who  believes  the  one  to  be  true  and  the  other  to  be  correct ; 
and  we  might  quote  page  after  page  to  demonstrate  that  all  our 
exertions  had  only  served  to  rescue  the  most  execrable  and  con- 
temptible government  in  Europe  from  an  external  danger,  with- 
out adding  anything  to  its  internal  strength  or  vitality.  Tlie 
fourth  point  of  the  articles  relating  to  Turkey  in  the  Treaty  of 
Paris,  which  was  to  secure  to  the  Christian  subjects  of  the 
Porte  equality  of  civil  and  religious  rights,  in  exchange  for  the 
guarantee  extended  to  the  dominions  of  the  Sultan  by  the 
Christian  Powers,  has  remained  a  dead  letter.  The  condition 
of  the  Christian  populations  is  in  truth  unchanged,  and  nothing 
has  occurred  to  lessen  their  ineradicable  distrust  and  hatred  of 
their  Mussulman  rulers. 
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Turkey,  in  fact,  exists,  as  an  English  merchant  settled  at 
Gralata  observed  to  Mr.  Senior,  for  two  purposes.  First,  to 
act  as  dog  in  the  manger,  and  to  prevent  any  Christian  Powers 
from  possessing  a  country  which  she  herself  in  her  present  state 
is  unable  to  govern  or  to  protect.  And,  secondly,  for  the 
benefit  of  some  fifty  or  sixty  bankers  and  usurei*s,  and  some 
thirty  or  forty  pashas,  who  make  fortunes  out  of  its  spoils  (p.  84.). 

*We  talked  of  the  degeneracy  of  the  Turks.  "How  do  you 
account,"  I  asked,  "for  the  strange  fact,  if  it  be  a  fact,  that  in  pro- 
portion as  they  have  improved  their  institutions,  in  proportion  as  life 
and  property  have  been  more  secure,  their  wealth  and  their  numbers 
have  diminished  ?  How  comes  it  that  the  improvement  which  gives 
prosperity  to  every  other  nation  ruins  them  ?  " 

* "  It  w  a  fact,"  said  Y.,  **  that  while  their  institutions  have  im- 
proved, their  wealth  and  population  have  diminished.  Many  causes 
have  contributed  to  this  deterioration.  The  first  and  great  one  is, 
that  they  are  not  producers.  They  have  neither  diligence,  intelli- 
gence, nor  forethought.  No  Turk  is  an  improving  landlord,  or  even 
A  repairing  landlord.  When  he  has  money,  he  spends  it  on  objects 
of  immediate  gratification.  His  most  permanent  investment  is  a 
timber  palace,  to  last  about  as  long  as  its  builder.  His  only  professions 
are  shop-keeping  and  service.  He  cannot  engage  in  any  foreign 
commerce,  as  he  speaks  no  language  but  his  own.  No  one  ever  beard 
of  a  Turkish  house  of  business,  or  of  a  Turkish  banker,  or  merchant, 
or  manufacturer.  If  he  has  lands  or  houses,  he  lives  on  their  rent ; 
if  he  has  money,  he  spends  it,  or  employs  it  in  stocking  a  shop,  in 
which  he  can  smoke  and  gossip  all  day  long.  The  only  considerable 
enterprise  in  which  he  ever  engages  is  the  farming  some  branch  of 
the  public  revenue.  His  great  resource  is  service,  either  that  of  a 
private  person  or  of  the  Sultan.  People  talk  of  the  place-hunting  of 
France  and  of  Germany ;  it  is  nothing  to  that  of  Turkey.  A  place 
-closes  the  vista  of  every  Turk's  ambition." 

*  "  But,"  I  said,  "  there  was  a  time  when  the  Turks  were  rich  and 
prosperous.  What  difference  is  there  between  their  national  character 
then  and  now  ?  " 

* "  As  respects  hope,"  answered  X.,  ^^  ardour,  self-reliance,  ambition, 
public  spirit,  in  short,  all  that  makes  a  nation  formidable,  the  differ- 
ence is  enormous.  Until  the  battle  of  Lepanto  and  the  retreat  from 
Vienna,  they  possessed  the  grand  and  heroic  but  dangerous  virtues  of 
a  conquering  nation.  They  are  now  degraded  by  the  grovelling  vices 
of  a  nation  that  relies  on  foreigners  for  its  defence.  But  as  respects 
the  qualities  which  conduce  to  material  prosperity,  to  riches  and  to 
numbers,  I  do  not  believe  that  they  have  much  changed.  I  do  not 
believe  that  they  are  more  idle,  wasteful,  improvident,  and  brutal  now 
than  they  were  400  years  ago.  But  it  is  only  within  the  last  fifty 
years,  that  the  effects  of  these  qualities  have  shown  themselves  fully. 
When  they  first  swarmed  over  Asia  Minor,  Roumelia,  and  Bulgaria, 
they  seized  on  a  country  very  populous  and  of  enormous  wealth. 
For  350  years  they  kept  on  consuming  that  wealth  and  wearing  out 
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that  population.  If  a  Turk  wanted  a  house  or  a  garden,  he  turned 
out  a  Bayah ;  if  he  wanted  money,  he  put  a  bullet  into  a  handkerchief, 
tied  it  in  a  knot,  and  sent  it  to  the  nearest  opulent  Greek  or  Arme- 
nian. At  last,  having  lived  for  three  centuries  and  a  half  on  their 
capital  of  things  and  of  men,  having  reduced  that  rich  and  well 
peopled  country  to  the  desert  which  you  now  see  it,  they  find  themselves 
poor.  They  cannot  dig,  to  beg  they  are  ashamed.  They  use  the 
most  mischievous  means  to  prevent  Iwrge  families ;  they  kill  their 
female  children,  the  conscription  takes  off  the  males,  and  they  dis- 
appear. The  only  memorial  of  what  fifty  years  i^o  was  a  populous 
Turkish  village  is  a  crowded  burial-ground,  now  uniaed.***  (Pp. 
210-2.) 

Under  the  influence  of  these  causes,  said  another  English 
visitor,  who  has  for  many  years  held  high  rank  in  the  Turkish 
service,  — 

* "  The  Turks  are  dying  out,  gradually  is  Asia,  but  quickly  in 
European  Turkey." 

^ ''  And  what,"  I  asked,  ^^  is  their  next  great  disease  ?  " 
'  *^  I  was  dining  the  other  day,"  he  answered,  ^^  with  several  Pashas. 
'  What,'  they  said,  '  is  the  principal  change  which  you  have  observed 
during  the  thirty  years  that  you  have  known  Turkey  ?  ' 

*  "  *  The  great  increase,'  I  answered,  *  of  corruption.' 

'  ^* '  I  am  not  surprised,'  said  one  of  them,  ^  at  your  answer,'  and 
the  rest  assented. 

^  ^'  This  is  bad,  not  only  as  a  cause  of  evil,  but  as  a  sign,  It  shows 
that  the  higher  classes  have  lost  their  self-respect ;  that  they  despair 
of  the  future,  and  are  anxious  merely  to  get  the  means  of  immediate 
employment  Then  there  is  the  pride  of  ignorance,  the  recklessness 
of  the  Mussulman  character,  the  absence  of  education  in  their  public 
men,  the  ciyrelessness  with  which  they  are  selected,  their  want  of 
confidence,  in  one  another,  their  constant  intrigues  and  quarrels;  and 
I  think  these  are  diseases  enough  to  make  the  man  very  sick,  though, 
if  he  were  left  to  himself,  he  might  drag  on  for  a  long  time."' 
(P.  121.) 

To  this  we  may  add  the  evidence  of  an  intelligent  Armenian, 
who  said :  —  • 

*  "  There  is  no  doubt,"  he  said,  "  that  the  country  is  going  to  ruin, 
under  the  infiuenoe  of  internal  mismanagement  and  external  inter- 
ference. 

* "  Of  the  foreigners  who  meddle  in  our  afiairs,  some,  like  Bussia, 
wish  to  hasten  our  fall,  others,  like  Austria,  wish  us  neither  good  nor 
evil,  and  are  anxious  only  as  to  the  influence  which  our  fortunes  may 
have  upon  theirs.  England  and  France,  I  believe,  really  wish  ns 
well,  but  they  try  to  serve  us  by  forcing  down  our  throats  what  they 
think  a  remedy  and  we  think  a  poison.  Their  object  is  the  fusion  of 
the  diflerent  races  and  diflerent  believers,  or  at  least,  their  equality. 
They  want  the  wolves  and  the  sheep  to  lie  down  together.  The  Turks 
believe  this  to  be  thoroughly  impossible.   They  believe  that  in  Europe, 
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where  tbe  Christians  are  the  large  majority,  they  are  thoroughly  dis- 
affected ;  that  every  right  which  they  gained  they  would  use  as  a  wea- 
pon; that  if  the  Hatt-i-Hum&yoonwere  hcmestly  carried  out^the  Turks 
would  be  driven  across  the  Bosporus  in  five  years :  in  short,  that  India 
is  merely  a  specimen  of  the  feelings  of  slaves  who  can  find  an  oppor- 
tunity of  rising  against  masters.  They  are  resolved,  therefore,  that 
it  shall  be  a  dead  letter.  In  some  provinces,  the  reading  of  it  pro- 
duced riots :  in  others  it  was  not  attelnpted  to  be  read. 

'  '^  But  in  fact  it  cannot  be  a  dead  letter.  It  alarms  and  irritates 
the  Turks ;  it  stimulates  the  hopes  and  also  the  hatred  of  the  Greeks." ' 
(P.  151.) 

*  "  Now,"  I  said,  "  for  the  internal  causes  of  ruin." 
*"They,"  he  said,  "arc  the  disorder  of  the  finances  and  of  the 
currency ;  the  farming  of  the  revenue ;  the  centralisation  which  brings 
every  business  to  Constantinople,  where  it  is  neglected  and  at  last 
forgotten,  but  above  all,  the  general  and  increasing  corruption.  And 
for  these  evils  there  will  be  no  cure.  The  pashas  will  not  remedy 
them,  for  they  profit  by  them,  and  their  education  renders  them  insen- 
sible to  the  mischief  and  to  the  scandal.  The  Sultan  will  not  remedy 
them,  for  he  knows  nothing  of  them.  He  can  know  nothing  of  anything 
that  his  ministers  do  not  choose  to  tell  him.  He  does  not  read,  and  tJl 
he  did,  there  is  no  press ;  he  sees  nobody,  he  never  has  seen  anybody, 
exc^t  his  brothers-in-law  and  sons-in-law,  his  women  and  his  servants, 
and  occasionally  a  minister  or  an  ambassador  who  comes  to  bully  him 
or  to  deceive  him.  Still  the  empire,  if  left  to  itself,  might  cohere  for 
many  years.  But  Europe  has  her  eyes  on  its  western  provinces. 
One  by  one,  or  two  by  two,  they  wiU  be  cut  off,  or  will  drop  off. 
Perhaps  we  may  return  to  Broussa,  and  keep  Anatolia  for  a  century 
or  two  longer." '    (P.  153.) 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  penury  and  profusion,  the  Sultan  him- 
self takes  about  2,500,000/.  for  his  own  expenses,  out  of  a  public 
revenue  of  nine  millions  sterling ;  but  as  even  this  sum  does  not 
cover  his  expenditure,  he  has  incurred  a  debt  on  promissory 
notes  amounting  to  about  ten  millions  sterling.  Of  this  sum, 
£pent^  or  supposed  to  have  been  spent,  in  about  three  years, 
*  one-third  at  the  very  outside  represents  value  received — all 
^  the  rest  is  robbery.'  At  the  moment  at  which  we  write,  these 
remarks  have  received  a  very  striking  confirmation.  A  con- 
spiracy of  the  most  formidable  character  had  been  organised 
amongst  the  leading  Asiatic  Turks  in  Constantinople,  for  the 
purpose  of  overthrowing  so  profligate  a  government.  It  was  dis- 
covered on  the  eve  of  execution ;  and  but  for  that  accident  a 
revolution  would  probably  at  this  moment  have  changed  the 
destinies  of  the  empire. 

With  these  facts  patent  and  notorious  to  every  one  on  the 
spot,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  gloomiest  anticipations  are 
unanimously  expressed  as  to  the  consequences ;  the  same  una- 
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nimity  cannot  be  expected  as  to  the  remedy.    But   we  will 
hear  one  witness  on  this  part  of  the  question. 

*  Wednesday,  October  2Sth. — I  walked  with  C.  D.  for  a  couple  of 
hours  along  the  terraced  avenues  of  his  garden. 

* "  The  last  time,"  I  said,  "  that  we  walked  in  this  garden,  you  said 
that  you  thought  that  a  man  of  talent,  boldness,  and  decision  could, 
even  now,  save  the  Turkish  Empire. 

^  **  Let  us  suppose  such  a  man  on  the  Sultan's  throne.  What  ought 
.he  to  do?" 

*  **  He  ought,"  said  C.  D.,  **  in  the  first  place  to  separate  religion 
from  government,  which  still  in  some  matters  are  confounded. 
Secondly,  he  must  fund  the  floating  debt,  and  restore  the  currency, 
for  which  the  plan  is  already  prepared,  and  he  must  pay  off  the  funded 
debt  and  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  floating  debt  by  putting  on 
end  to  the  madness  of  palace-building,  and  by  substituting  direct 
collection  of  the  revenue  for  the  present  system  of  farms.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  revenue,  if  honestly  and  directly  collected,  could  be 
doubled.  Thirdly,  he  must  execute  the  laws  against  corruption.  No 
new  ones  are  necessary ;  those  which  exist  are  sufficient ;  on  a  second 
conviction,  a  man  becomes  incapable  of  any  public  office.  Fourthly,  and 
this  is  the  only  measure  really  difficult  and  really  dangerous,  he  must 
endeavour,  not  actually  to  fuse  and  render  homogeneous,  but  to  render 
less  discordant,  less  separated  by  the  worst  of  all  distinctions  —  that 
of  oppressors  and  oppressed — the  Christian  and  Mussulman  popula- 
tions ;  in  short,  he  must  execute  the  Hatt-i-Humdyoon." '    (P.  148.) 

Such  a  state  of  things  would  in  itself  be  suflBciently  ominous 
and  alarming ;  but  the  weakness,  corruption,  and  decay  of  the 
Tur]vs  is  but  one  side  of  the  medal.  On  the  other,  we  have  the 
increasing  numbers,  the  increasing  wealth,  the  increasing  energy 
and  education  of  the  Christian  population ;  with  this  addition, 
that  everything  which  tends  to  the  destruction  of  an  empire 
is  to  be  found  on  the  side  of  the  oppressor,  and  everything 
which  tends  to  the  emancipation  of  a  people  on  the  side  of  the 
oi)pre8sed.  At  Smyrna  Mr.  Senior  met  the  Prussian  Consul, 
Herr  Spiegelthal,  a  very  accomplished  man.  His  opinion  as  to 
the  relative  position  of  the  two  races  was  expressed  in  the 
following  terms :  — 

*  Herr  Spiegelthal  has  spent  much  time  in  the  interior  of  Asia 
Minor,  and  he  believes  the  feelings  of  the  Christian  population  to  be 
such  as  to  render  an  insurrection  against  the  Turks  ahnost  certain 
within  ^ve  or  six  years. 

* "  What,"  I  asked,  "  are  their  respective  numbers  ?  * 
"  *  The  Christians,"  he  answered,  "  are  about  three  millions.     The 
Turks  about  nine.     But  the  Christians  are  concentrated  in  the  larger 
towns;  they  possess  all  the  wealth,  the  knowledge,  and  the  intelligence 
of  the  country." 

* "  But,"  I  said,  "they  are  neither  armed  nor  military." 

* "  Most  of  them,"  he  answered,   "  are  armed.     The  laws  which 
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forbid  their  being  so  are,  like  most  Turkish  laws,  unexecuted.  I  do 
not  believe  that  they  are  unmilitary.  In  the  war,  the  young  Greeks 
Tolunteered  to  serve  in  large  numbers  ;  they  required,  however,  to  be 
embodied  apart,  their  object  was  to  acquire  discipline  and  experience. 
The  government  rejected  them.  The  robbers  of  this  neighbourhood 
are  almost  all  Greeks ;  five  or  ten  of  them  were  generally  a  match 
for  twenty  or  thirty  of  the  Turkish  police.  A  couple  of  years  ago, 
five  or  six  robbers  were  surrounded  by  a  couple  of  hundred  soldiers, 
in  a  house  in  the  village  of  Boujad,  about  four  miles  from  Smyrna. 
The  soldiers  were  afraid  to  enter  the  house,  in  which  they  had  barri- 
<<aded  themselves,  and  kept  firing  on  them.  The  robbers  returned 
the  fire,  killed  several  of  the  soldiers,  and  the  afiair  ended  by  two  of 
the  robbers  being  killed,  and  the  rest  escaping.  Their  hatred  of  the 
Turks  increases  as  their  own  wealth,  intelligence,  and  numbers  in- 
crease, and  the  Turkish  rule  becomes  more  and  more  corrupt  and 
oppressive.  You  must  not  judge  that  rule  from  what  you  have  seen 
on  the  Bosporus  or  the  Hellespont,  where  there  are  consuls,  and  a 
European  public.  In  the  interior  there  is  a  mixture  of  anarchy  and 
despotism,  of  timidity,  negligence,  cruelty,  and  rapacity.  The  go- 
vernment does  not  protect,  does  not  assist,  does  nothing  for  the  good 
of  the  peo])le,  and  allows  no  one  else  to  do  anything.  In  short,  it  is 
a  mere  machine  for  robbery.  It  has  no  moral  force  and  very  little 
physical  force.  In  this  large  town  there  are  not  three  hundred  Turk- 
ish soldiers.  The  insurgents  will  be  assisted  by  the  Greeks  from 
the  islands,  such  as  Candia,  Cyprus,  Rhodes,  and  Mitylene,  where 
the  bulk  of  the  population  is  Greek.  They  will  thus  have  the  com- 
mand of  the  sea.  The  contest  will  drag  on  until  some  European 
Power,  or  Europe  collectively,  interferes,  to  prevent  the  utter  destruc- 
tion of  the  finest  portion  of  the  earth."  *    (Pp.  194-6.) 

And  again,  to  borrow  the  language  of  a  Smyrniote  gentle- 
man who  perpetuates  the  illustrious  name  of  Homer: — 

*  "  The  improvement  of  their  institutions  has,  in  more  than  one  way, 
directly  contributed  to  the  poverty  and  weakness  of  the  Turks.  In  the 
first  place,  it  is  inconsistent  with  their  position,  with  the  conditions  of 
their  existence.  They  are  a  tribe  of  robbers.  What  would  have  be- 
come of  his  band,  if  Yani  Katergee  or  Simos,  had  issued  a  Hatt-i- 
Humayoon  prohibiting  the  taking  of  ransoms,  or  the  cutting  off*  the 
ears  of  those  whose  ransoms  were  not  paid  ?  A  people,  who,  as  Y.  has 
truly  stated,  do  not  produce,  must  perish  if  they  ceased  to  steal.  And 
secondly,  the  increased  security  of  life  and  property  has  enabled  the 
Christians  to  oust  the  Turks  from  many  of  the  employments  which 
were  formerly  open  to  them.  Our  increasing  wealth  produces  a  more 
than  proportionate  expenditure  on  education.  Wherever  there  is  a 
Greek  village,  there  is  a  school.  Small  as  our  numbers  are,  there 
are  ten,  perhaps  twenty,  perhaps  Miy^  educated  Greeks  for  one 
educated  Turk.  Every  post  requiring  knowledge,  diligence,  or  intel- 
ligence is  filled  by  a  Greek.  Whenever  the  Turk  borrows,  the  lender 
is  a  Greek.  Whenever  a  Turk  sells,  the  purchaser  is  a  Greek,  and 
it  is  seldom  that  a  Turk  borrows  without  having  soon  to  sell.     The 
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proud  Turks  are  thus  becoming  an  inferior  race  in  their  own  coanlay. 
They  appear  still  to  retain  its  adnunistration,  they  are  the  pasliai% 
beys,  mooUahs  and  cadies,  bnt  for  the  details  of  their  administrati<Hi 
they  are  forced  to  trust  to  Greeks ;  and  those  who  manage  the  details 
of  business,  especially  when  a  Turk  is  the  superior,  are  the  real 
administrators." 

*  "  And  how,**  I  asked,  "  is  this  to  end  ?  How  is  the  sick  man  to 
die?" 

' "  It  may  end,"  said  T.,  "by  foreign  conquest,  or  by  foreign  inter- 
ference. But  it  seems  to  me  certain  that,  if  Europe  does  not  inter- 
vene, the  Christians,  superior  in  wealth,  superior  in  intelligence,  add 
every  day  approaching  nearer  to  equality  in  numbers,  must  at  no 
distant  period  force  the  Turks  to  3rield  to  them«uperiori^  of  power." ' 
(Pp.2ia^.) 

This  contest  between  the  two  great  elements  of  religion  and 
of  race,  which  still  exist  in  everlasting  hostility  in  the  Levant, 

f'ves  a  dramatic  interest  to  every  page  of  Mr.  Senior's  joumaL 
arties  in  the  East  are  not  divided  by  those  artificial  distinctions 
or  conventional  symbols  which  sometimes  separate  them  in  other 
countries.  The  crescent  and  the  cross  mark  an  irreconcilable 
feud  between  all  that  man  venerates  in  faith,  respects  in  law, 
obeys  in  government,  and  cultivates  in  society;  and  at  this 
moment  the  temporary  truce  which  holds  in  suspense  the  &lling 
fortunes  of  the  Turks,  and  the  rising  fortunes  of  the  Christians, 
has  not  abated  in  any  degree  that  mutual  hatred  which  springs 
from  ages  of  intolerable  tyranny  and  the  energy  of  restorSi 
freedom. 

The  strength  of  Greek  nationality  is  an  element  in  the  ques- 
tion— we  will  venture  to  say  the  dominant  element  in  the 
question — which  has  been  of  late  years  too  little  considered  in 
this  country.  *  The  attachment  of  the  Greeks  to  the  pecu- 
liarities of  their  church  is  not  so  much  with  them  a  question  of 
tenets  or  observances,  as  an  adherence  to  that  faith  which  has 
still  kept  them  a  nation,  under  endless  division  and  a  Moham- 
medan yoke.  Even  the  miserable  and  corrupt  government  of 
Athens,  which  Mr.  Senior  has  judged  with  the  severity  it 
deserves,  and  which  gives  so  false  and  inadequate  an  impression 
of  the  true  importance  of  the  Greek  people,  has  rendered  one 
service  by  vigorously  promoting  education,  in  so  much,  that  out 
of  a  population  of  1,100,000,  58,000  attend  the  schools.  In 
like  manner  the  Greek  press,  which  is  conducted  with  as  much 
ability  as  can  be  found  in  the  journals  of  any  continental  country, 
is  a  most  powerful  instrument  for  the  education  and  improve- 
ment of  t)ie  nation.  The  newspapers  of  Athens  are  the  con- 
necting link  which  unites  the  Greeks  still  living  under  the 
Turkish  government,  and  the  Greeks  who  are  scattered  in  n«r- 
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cantile  undertakings  all  over  the  worlds  in  one  common  national 
feeling.  At  this  very  moment  we  receive  the  prospectus  of  a 
journal  which  is  about  to  appear  in  Brussels  in  the  Greek  aad 
French  languages,  to  be  entitled  '  L'Orient,'  for  the  express 
purpose  of  making  the  common  interests  of  the  Christians  in  the 
East  better  known  to  each  other  and  to  the  rest  of  Europe. 
Nor  can  we  doubt  that  whenever  the  day  of  independence  dawns, 
and  a  fresh  effort  is  made  for  the  re-organisation  of  the  Greek 
State,  the  wealth  and  the  experience  of  free  institutions  which 
the  Greeks  have  acquired  in  England  and  in  other  countries, 
will  powerfully  contribute  to  the  regeneration  of  the  country. 
One  of  the  persons,  hostile  to  the  Greeks,  whom  Mr.  Senior 
saw  in  Athens,  assured  him  that,  '  there  was  no  cohesion  among 
*  the  people,  and  that  no  motive  will  urge  them  to  any  combined 
effort'  But  this  statement  is  entirely  at  variance  witii  facts. 
The  Greeks  possess  in  the  highest  degree  the  art  of  association ; 
they  owe  their  mercantile  power  and  success  entirely  to  mutual 
support ;  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  they  will,  when 
the  occasion  presents  itself,  show  as  much  ability  in  the  arts  of 
government  as  they  have  already  shown,  since  their  partial 
emancipation,  in  the  arts  of  trade.  One  of  Mr.  Senior's  Greek 
friends,  to  whom  he  had  remarked  that,  after  all,  the  interior  of 
the  kingdom  of  Greece  was  even  now  as  miserable  and  uncivi- 
lised as  anything  in  Turkey,  replied,  with  great  truth :  — 

*  "  Greece  and  Turkey,'*  he  answered,  "  are  now,  perhaps,  on  about 
the  same  level ;  but  Greece  is  going  uphill,  and  Turkey  is  going  down- 
hill. Five-and-twenty  years  ago  Greece  was  a  desert,  and  Turkey 
was  richer  and  more  populous  than  she  is  now.  At  this  instant,  per- 
haps, they  are  on  a  par ;  but  ten  years  hence  Greece  will  be  much 
richer  than  she  is  now,  and  Turkey  much  poorer." '     (P.  285.) 

But  in  fact,  considering  what  the  point  of  departure  was 
twenty-five  years  ago,  we  wonder  that  the  condition  of  con- 
tinental Greece  is  as  good  as  it  is.  Attica  and  the  Morea  had 
been  ravaged  for  six  years  with  unparalleled  barbarity.  The 
deliberate  plan  of  Ibrahim  was  to  exterminate  the  population 
and  make  the  country  a  desert.  All  native  power  and  influence 
Lad  been  systematically  annihilated  by* the  Turks;  and  the 
degradation  of  the  Bayahs  was  complete.  Misgovemment,  law- 
lessness, and  want  of  capital  have  no  doubt  greatly  retarded  the 
progress  of  the  country.  It  was  a  misfortune  that  the  only 
mode  of  rewarding  the  soldiers  of  the  revolution  was  to  grant 
them  lands  which  they  had  no  means  of  cultivating,  and  which 
no  one  would  buy  of  them.  But  in  spite  of  these  untoward  cir- 
cumstances the  population  has  increased  by  one  third,  the  culti- 
vation still  more ;  and  the  Greek  mercantile  marine  now  consists 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


522  Senior's  Journal  in  Turkey  and  Greece.  Oct 

of  5000  vessels,  which  have  almost  driven  every  other  flag  from 
the  trade  of  the  Levant.  The  extraordinary  commercnal  de- 
velopment of  the  Greeks,  since  they  have  partially  recovered 
their  independence,  is  the  fiurest  test  of  their  ca^city,  enterprise, 
and  intelligence.  They  have  not  confined  their  operations  to  a 
few  ventures  in  the  figs  of  Smyrna,  but  they  have  pitted  their 
credit  and  their  mercantile  flag  against  the  most  powerful  com- 
mercial nations  of  the  world  in  Marseilles,  in  London,  and  in 
New  York ;  and  they  have  not  been  defeated.  No  doubt  the 
traveller  who  looks,  as  Mr.  Senior  did,  at  the  wretched  Albanian 
peasantry  who  scratch  the  plain  of  Eleusis  where  Triptolemus 
first  received  the  gifts  of  Ceres,  or  who  has  to  travel  by  rude  tracks 
often  infested  by  banditti,  may  reasonably  complain  of  the  state  of 
Greece,  and  produce,  as  M.  About  and  other  writers  have  done, 
a  suflSciently  repulsive  picture.  But  it  is  not  the  less  true  that 
this  inference  is  not  a  just  and  correct  one ;  these  facts  merely 
prove  that  the  kingdom  of  Greece  cannot  flourish  in  the  absuid 
and  anomalous  circumstances  in  which  it  has  been  placed  by  the 
protecting  Powers. 

The  first  and  perhaps  the  most  fatal  of  all  the  blunders  made 
on  that  occasion  was  the  severance  of  continental  Greece  from 
almost  all  the  islands  inhabited  by  the  Greek  race.  Yet  several 
islands,  like  Samos,  had  displayed  heroic  courage  in  the  war; 
and  it  was  easy  to  perceive  that  while  the  midnland  had  chiefly 
contributed  Albanian  highlanders,  or  klephts,  to  the  contest, 
the  Greek  families  of  the  islands  had  really  secured  the  emanci- 
pation of  their  country.  The  condition  of  the  Greeks  of  the 
mainland  was,  and  in  some  respects  still  is,  by  no  means  dis- 
similar to  that  of  the  Scottish  Highlanders  down  to  the  middle 
of  the  last  century.  The  *  fustanelle '  may  be  said  to  play  in  their 
social  history  very  nearly  the  part  which  the  kilt  has  played  in 
our  own.  The  thrift,  the  industry,  the  intelligent  enterprise 
which  have  made  Scotland  what  she  is,  lie,  as  every  one  knows, 
south  of  the  Highland  line ;  and  so  in  Greece,  they  are  to  be 
found  among  the  isles,  though  they  be  altogether  wanting 
among  the  Mainote  hills.  The  same  consideration  has  afiTected 
the  political  condition  of  the  state.  A  Court  with  an  extrava- 
gant civil  list  has  not  found  it  difficult  to  bribe,  to  cajole,  or  to 
intimidate  almost  every  man  of  ambition  and  vanity  in  a  poor 
and  thinly  peopled  country.  But  if  the  more  important  of  the 
Greek  islands  had  formed  part  of  the  kingdom,  they  would 
have  speedily  attained  a  high  degree  of  prosperity,  and  thus 
would  have  produced  men  capable  of  playing  a  much  more  in- 
dependent part  in  public  affairs.  Even  now.  Hydra  and  Syra, 
small  as  they  are,  have  already  risen  in  importance  with  far 
greater  rapidity  than  any  portion  of  the  adjacent  continent. 
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Mr.  Senior,  during  his  stay  at  Athens,  which  followed  his 
visit  to  Constantinople,  availed  himself  of  the  conversations  of 
Greeks  and  resident  Eoglishmen  to  lay  bare  the  abuses  of  King 
Otho's  admimstration,  and  the  ingenious  perversion  by  which 
the  forms  of  constitutional  government  have  been  employed  to 
establish  the  preponderance  of  the  Court.  He  comments  with 
severity  on  the  absence  of  roads,  and  with  still  greater  justice 
on  the  atrocious  cases  of  brigandage  which  have  from  time  to 
time  occurred.  Indeed,  one  considerable  source  of  the  dislike 
of  the  Greek  nation,  which  is  strongly  expressed  by  recent  tra- 
vellers, may  be  traced  to  the  stories  of  hardihood  and  ferocity 
of  the  Greek  banditti,  which  are  current  all  over  the  East* 
Nothing  can  be  more  injurious  and  disgraceful  to  Greece ;  but 
as  piracy  has  disappeared  with  the  steady  progress  of  lawful 
maritime  trade,  we  have  no  doubt  that  brigandage  will  cease 
with  the  gradual  extension  of  cultivation  and  the  arts  of  social 
life.  Mr.  Senior  himself  saw  in  the  Troad  a  celebrated  bandit 
who  turned  policeman  at  the  exhortation  of  the  British  Consul,, 
though  sorely  tempted  to  run  off  again  to  the  hiils ;  and  nothing 
can  be  more  exciting  than  his  narrative  of  Dr.  M^Crith's 
abduction  from  Boumabat,  near  Smyrna,  by  Simos,  another 
noted  robber,  who  claimed  and  obtained  a  ransom  of  500/.  apiece 
for  his  prisoners.  But  even  the  crimes  of  these  outlaws  denote 
a  degree  of  enterprise,  ability,  and  hardihood  which  might  be 
turned  to  good  purposes,  and  which  give  them  a  sort  of  Bobin 
Hood  popularity  among  their  countrymen.  The  following  con- 
versation took  place  at  Smyrna :  — 

* "  All  your  great  robbers,"  I  said,  "  seem  to  have  been.  Greeks.'* 

* ''  Greeks  only,**  said  Mr.  Hanson,  <^  have  talent  and  combination 
enough  for  the  arduous  post  of  a  robber  chief;  and  Greeks  only  would 
have  enjoyed  the  degree  of  sympathy  and  assistance  which  these  men 
received  from  their  fellow-countrymen.  Katergee  and  Simos  were 
not  execrated  by  the  Greeks  as  they  were  by  the  Europeans.  The 
Greeks  recollected  that  it  was  by  the  klephtte  that  the  insurrection 
in  Greece  began.  That  it  was  the  klephtas  who  were  the  nuclei  of 
the  guerilla  bands  who  harassed,  and  at  lost  destroyed,  the  troops  of 
the  Sultan.  All  the  Greeks  in  Smyrna  delighted  in  Simos'  victory 
over  the  Turks.** 

***What  do  you  suppose,"  I  said,  "to  have  been  the  ultimate 
objects  of  Katergee  and  Simos?  They  scarcely  intended  to  be  robbers 
for  the  rest  of  their  lives,  unless,  indeed,  they  were  prepared  for  their 
lives  being  very  short." 

*  "Probably,  he  answered,  "they  hoped  to  make  a  purse  out  of  a 
few  great  ransoms,  and  to  fly  to  Greece  to  live  there  in  dignified 
repose.  Perhaps  they  hoped  to  become  chiefs  in  the  insurrection  of 
Asia  Minor.  They  were  both  men  of  some  education.  Katergee 
was  a  courier ;  he  performed  for  us  all  the  duties  which  the  post  per- 
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forms  in  civilised  countries  ;  he  carried  messages,  parcels,  and  monej, 
and  had  a  small  capital  in  horses  and  their  accoutrements ;  he  was 
thought  remarkably  trustworthy ;  he  was  ill-treated  by  the  Torkish 
authorities,  and  took  to  the  road  partly  from  want,  and  partly  in 
revenge."'    (P.  203,  204.) 

Bat  even  this  sorry  i^&a  will  not  serve  to  palliate  the  crimes 
committed  in  the  kingdom  of  Grreece, — often  by  the  wretdies 
whom  the  criminal  connivance  of  the  court  has  liberated  £rom 
prison  to  serve  its  own  political  ends. 

Nevertheless,  although  the  impreaeion  left  on  the  mind  by  these 
outrages,  and  by  the  petty  artifices  of  the  king's  government, 
is  extremely  unfavourable,  it  is  not  dispoted  by  any  of  Mr. 
Senior's  acquaintances  that  the  Greek  element  is  growing  in 
wealth,  power,  and  intelligence  throughout  the  East,  even  move 
rapidly  than  the  Turkish  element  is  losing  those  qualities  whidi 
once  constituted  its  power.  We  would  fmn  hope  that  die 
defects  of  the  Greeks  are  those  of  a  renovated  people,  gradually 
awakening  from  slavery  and  degradation  to  freedom  and  a 
higher  standard  of  moral  responsibility ;  we  are  certain  that  the 
defects  of  the  Turks  are  those  of  a  people  and  a  creed  outworn, 
and  that  they  are  sinking  back  into  the  barbarism  from  which 
the  military  virtues  they  have  now  lost,  did  at  one  time  nuse 
thenoC"  Seldom  has  a  more  interesting  and  animated  pictuie 
been  drawn  of  two  great  bodies  of  men  contending  for  the 
future  control  of  one  of  the  finest  portions  of  the  globe,  tiian 
that  which  Mr.  Senior  presents  to  us  in  these  conversations. 
The  course  of  events  does  not  keep  pace  with  the  impatience  of 
political  theorists,  and  the  slow  evolution  of  what  is  termed  the 
Eastern  question  has  already  oftai  deceived,  and  will  again 
deceive,  those  who  have  anticipated  a  speedy  and  deckive  catas- 
trophe. We  believe  rather  that  the  fate  of  the  Ottoman  Em- 
pire will  be  regulated  by  the  gradual  and  constant  operation  of 
the  causes  which  this  book  (fiscloses,  than  by  the  crash  of  any 
sudden  revolution  ;  but  it  is  the  more  important  to  bear  those 
causes  faithfully  in  mind,  when  we  witness  the  events  to  which 
they  must  give  rise ;  and  no  traveller  has  done  more  than  Mr. 
Senior  to  present  us  with  an  exact  and  unbiassed  estimate  of 
the  present  state  of  the  East,  in  the  very  words  of  those  per- 
sons who  are  best  acquainted  with  its  peculiarities. 
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Art.  X. — 1.  Report  of  Hei'  Majesty's  Commissioners  on  the 
State  of  the  Handloom  Weavers.  Presented  to  Parliament, 
1841. 

2.  Report  of  the  Case  of  the  Qwe«i  versus  Geo.  DtMeldy  Thos. 
Woodnorth^  and  John  Gaunt,  tried  at  the  Stafford  Summer 
Assizes  J  Jufyy  1851,  before  Mr.  Justice  Erie  and  a  Special 
Jury. 

3.  Rules  of  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Engineers,  Machinists, 
Milbcrights ,  Smiths,  and  Pattern-makers.  Established  Jan- 
uary 1.  1851;  Rules  revised  June  1.  1857. 

4.  Rules  of  the  London  Society  of  Compositors,  §-c.,  as  Amended 
June,  1857. 

/^NE  and  twenty  years  ago  the  subject  of  Trades'  Unions 
^"^  and  Strikes  was  treated  in  this  Review*,  in  a  way  which 
excited  horror  and  dismay  in  other  countries  besides  our  own. 
Yet  the  article  was  nothing  more  than  a  simple  commentary 
on  the  facts  made  known  by  a  trial  of  five  cotton-spinners. 
These  men  were  charged  with  illegal  conspiracy  and  murder ; 
and  the  evidence  against  them  disclosed  enough  of  the  ma- 
chinery and  proceecfings  of  Trades'  Unions  to  create  and  to 
justify  the  alarm  which  at  that  time  pervaded  the  country. 
Those  prosecutions  did  indeed  bring  to  light  an  array  of  facts 
which  might  well  make  men  wonder  whether  they  were  living 
amidst  the  foremost  civilisation  of  the  nineteenth  century ;  and 
we  look  back  now  with  astonishment  at  the  fearful  details  of 
cruelty,  the  vitriol-throwing,  shooting,  burning  and  beating, 
which  came  out  in  the  Courts  and  through  the  press,  whenever 
the  operations  of  Trades'  Unions  were  examined.  In  returning  to 
the  subject  now,  we  have  to  take  a  somewhat  different  view  from 
that  of  our  predecessor.  Our  story  to-day  is  not  one  of  torture 
and  murder.  That  phase  of  the  struggle  between  employers 
and  employed  seems  to  be  over.  There  was  a  time  when  the 
managers  of  Trades'  Unions  believed  that  their  power  depended 
mainly  on  the  fearfulness  to  flesh  and  blood  of  the  penalties 
they  could  inflict  on  the  disobedient  They  believed  that  some 
counterpoise  was  necessary  to  the  power  which  the  possession  of 
capital  gave  to  the  masters ;  and  that  superior  intimidation  was 
that  counterpoise.  The  masters  were  only  held  together  by  the 
weak  bond  of  public  opinion  when  their  own  interests  began  to 

*  Edinburgh  Review,  vol.  Ixvii.  p.  209. 
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compete ;  but,  as  against  the  menr,  their  superior  financial  resources 
gave  them  certain  victory  in  disputes  about  wages,  unless  some 
stringent  sanction  could  be  found  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
decrees  of  the  managers  of  Unions.  Torture  and  murder  were 
the  sanctions  in  use  five-and-twenty  years  ago,  and  for  some 
subsequent  years.  It  was  discovered,  however,  that  the  object 
could  be  gained  by  means  less  revolting  to  public  opinion,  less 
dangerous  to  the  Unionists,  less  conspicuous  and  openly  dis- 
creditable to  the  cause  of  the  labourers.  The  principle  could 
not  be  altogether  surrendered.  There  must  still  be  intimidation ; 
but  the  mode  of  operation  might  be  changed.  Instead  of 
burning  out  a  man's  eyes,  or  breaking  his  bones,  or  shooting 
him  in  the  back,  it  might  be  safer,  and  answer  as  well,  to 
deprive  him  of  his  bread,  and  subject  him  to  excommunication 
among  his  fellows.  Such  is  the  modern  phase  of  this  kind  of 
action.  It  is  all  the  more  formidable  and  mischievous,  because 
its  language  is  specious,  and  its  deeds,  though  in  effect  suffi- 
ciently cruel,  are  not  deeds  revolting  to  humanity  and  obnoxious 
to  condign  punishment.  The  organisation  has  spread  very 
widely :  it  has  become  more  intricate,  more  stringent,  more  secret, 
in  every  way  more  important  as  a  feature  of  English  life,  while 
we  have  been  fancying  that  the  whole  thing  has  been  much 
moderated  since  the  trials  of  1838,  and  that  it  would  die  out 
as  men  grew  wiser.  Now  and  then  some  great  disclosure  takes 
place,  like  that  which  has  just  been  occasioned  by  the  strike  in 
the  London  Building  Trades;  but  the  public  are  apt  to  forget 
the  circumstances,  when  the  matter  is  settled  for  the  moment ; 
and  when  the  next  turn-out  comes,  we  wonder,  for  the  twentieth 
time,  that  intelligent  workmen  can  enter  into  so  hopeless  a 
struggle,  and  suppose  that  they  will  be  taught  the  true  doctrine 
by  bitter  experience,  sooner  or  later. 

If  we  are  not  going  to  speak  of  the  old  methods  of  intimida- 
tion, neither  are  we  going  to  preach  political  economy.  It  is 
certainly  true  that  large  numbers,  we  might  almost  say  whole 
classes,  of  our  working  men  understand  the  truth,  that  strikes  are 
fatal  to  their  interests.  The  dreary  seven  years  ending  with  1 843, 
proved  that  the  Lancashire  operatives  had  learned  much  wisdom 
in  the  course  of  a  generation.  Their  patience  under  the  hard- 
ships of  those  years,  and  their  general  good  understanding  with 
their  employers,  showed  that  they  were  aware  of  the  real  causes 
of  their  suffering;  so  far,  at  least,  as  not  to  blame  the  miU- 
owners  for  withholding  the  work  and  wages  which  they  had  not 
to  give.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  there  are  not  men  in  every 
branch  of  industry,  who  see  the  folly  of  strikes,  as  thoroughly 
as  it  was  seen  by  O'Connell  and  Joseph  Hume :  yet  the  organisa* 
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tion  of  Trades'  Unions  continues  to  extend,  and  their  control  is 
as  stringent  as  even  Onr  business  therefore  is,  not  to  prove  over 
ugain  what  most  people  in  Great  Britab,  and  probably  all  our 
readers^  are  convinced  of;  but  to  look  into  these  organisations, 
and  leam^  if  we  can,  what  they  are,  how  far  they  extend,  whether 
they  are  compatible  with  the  theory  and  practice  of  our  social 
life ;  and,  if  not,  what  is  to  be  done  in  regard  to  them. 
,  The  distinguishing  characteristic  of  society  and  government 
In  Great  Britain  is  perfect  openness  and  publicity  in  its  arrange- 
ments, its  l^islation,  and  its  executive  action.  We  have  no 
punishments  without  trial;  no  hole-and-corner  prosecutions; 
BO  mysterious  executive^  veiled  or  invisible;  no  punishable 
offences  unknown  to  the  law;  no  subjugation  to  a  nameless 
authority  which  interferes  with  a  man's  private  concerns*  Such 
is  the  general  belief*  There  are  the  Freemasons,  to  be  sure. 
The  Americans  will  not  tolerate  even  those  harmless,  kind- 
hearted  people  who  relish  the  amusement  and  the  vanity  of 
keepmg  up  a  traditional  mystery^  which  has  no  perceptible 
social  effect*  The  Americans  will  not  permit  any  extra-judicial 
oaths,  because  they  are  conmdered  incompatible  with  the 
genuine  republican  principle.  But  we  are  not  called  upon  to 
be  so  strict ;  and  we  allow  the  Freemasons  their  ostentatiously 
secret  amusements,  while  reprobating  states  of  society  wludfi 
admit  of  secret  laws  and  arbitrary  rule,  unprovided  for  by  the 
constitution  of  the  country,  and  adverse  to  the  theory  of  its 
government  We  have  been  accustomed  to  exult  in  the  struc- 
ture of  society  in  our  own  empire,  which  allows,  generally  speak- 
ing, of  the  free  operation  of  the  great  natural  laws  of  human 
association;  and  when  we  hear  of  continental  nations,  from 
the  Mediterranean  to  the  Volga,  and  from  the  Black  Sea  to  the 
Cfaannelj  bdng  honeycombed  with  secret  societies,  we  are  wont 
to  rejoice  that  with  us  everything  is  open  and  aboveboard,  and 
that  the  soil  is  sound  under  our  feet  When  we  hear  of  spies, 
and  enforced  dumbness,  and  surveillance^  and  distrust  of  neigh- 
bours on  the  light  hand  and  the  left,  we  try  to  conceive  what 
life  can  be  under  such  thraldom,  and  we  declare  that  English- 
men could  not  exist  in  an  atmosphere  of  constraint  and  sus- 
picion. Can  it  be  possible,  then,  that  in  Great  Britain  too  there 
is  an  imperium  in  imperio  as  oppressive  to  those  whom  it  com- 
prehends as  any  secret  sodety  on  the  Continent,  enforcing  mys- 
terious laws  and  arbitrary  obligations  by  the  hands  of  irresponsible 
authorities,  in  defiance  of  the  great  natural  laws  of^  human 
society  ?  Becent  events  may  have  prepared  our  readers  to  take 
some  interest  in  the  inquiry  whether  the  fact  is  so  or  not 
When  they  have  learned  as  much  as  can  be  known  of  the 
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Trades'  Unions  in  England,  they  may  jndge  for  themselTeB 
whether  any  existing  government  in  Europe,  from  Constanti- 
nople to  St  Petersburg  or  Paris,  would  venture  to  exercise  so 
stringent  a  rule  over  its  subjects  as  a  large  proportion  of  our  work- 
ing men  submit  to  from  other  men  of  their  own  order.  Under 
the  system  of  irresponsible  government  which  strives  to  sub- 
ject the  lflft)our  market  to  its  dominion,  the  characteristic  6*66- 
dpm  of  the  English  citizen  is  lost.  Hundreds  of  thousands 
of  our  countrjrmen  are  unable  to  say  that  €ach  man's  house  is 
his  castle;  that  his  labour  and  its  rewards  are  his  own  property; 
and  that  'live  and  let  live'  is  the  rule  of  the  society  in 
which  he  dwells.  Whether  it  is  better  to  be  an  Englidi  work-* 
man  or  a  continental  artisan,  under  the  restrictions  of  guilds  in 
one  country,  a  protective  system  in  another,  and  political  es- 
pionage in  a  third,  may  be  found  to  depend  on  whether  the 
Englislmmn  has  the  spirit  and  prudence  to  maintain  his  position 
outside  of  that  organisation  wluch  undertakes,  not  the  admonis- 
tradon  of  any  beneficial  method  of  assurance  against  the 
accidents  of  li^  but  the  regulation  of  the  labour  market.  The 
independent  working  man,  who  chooses  to  conduct  his  own 
labour-bargains,  may  be  more  like  a  freeman  than  most  of  his 
order  in  Grermany,  Sweden,  or  France ;  but  even  he,  —  happy 
as  he  is  in  comparison  with  the  '  Sodety-man '  next  door, — 
is  not  so  free  as  he  ought  to  be  under  the  laws  and  recognised 
usages  of  his  country.  The  o^^esdon  whidbi  overwhelms  ibe 
So<Sety-man  next  door  reach^  him  in  the  form  of  obstroeiion 
and  intimidation ;  and  thus  the  evil  is  a  public  and  sodel  <me, 
not  d^endent  on  the  individual  choice  of  the  citizens;  it  there- 
fore demands  earnest  attention  from  all  ranks  of  British  society, 
whether  it  may  appear  to  affect  them  or  not. 

In  proposing  to  kam  as  much  as  can  be  known  of  the  aril»- 
trary  ffovemment  of  labour  in  England,  we  are  aware  of  the 
difficulty  of  learning  anything,  and  the  present  impoesibiKty 
of  ascertaining  much.  The  managers  of  Trades'  Unions  dis- 
countenance records.  Thehr  most  stringent  laws  are  unwritten ; 
their  most  s%nificant  usages  are  unrecorded ;  theb  committees 
cannot  be  Axed  with  responsibility ;  thdr  Ifareats  are  not  ex- 
pressed but  understood ;  their  punishments  are  inflicted  by  in- 
viable  hands.  It  is  only  by  an  occasional  glance  that  an  insight 
can  be  gained  into  that  dim  parliament  and  palace  of  democratic 
tyranny  on  which  the  eyes  of  Italian,  Fr^ich,  and  German 
constitutionalists  are  at  this  moment  fixed  with  deep  anxiety. 
In  the  midst  of  the  crisis  in  Italy  this  autumn,  the  lib^al 
leaders  have  watched  the  strike  in  the  London  Building  Trades, 
saybg  that  if  the  ignorant  selfishness  of  the  workmen  should 
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prevul  In  the  struggle,  the  cause  of  National  freedom  would  bo 
disgraced  in  England,  and  the  brightest  beacon  of  liberty  in 
Europe  would  go  out  in  smoke.  Any  victory  over  the  em- 
ployers on  a  large  scale,  on  no  better  grounds  than  those  pre- 
sented in  the  builders'  strike,  would  show  that  the  competitive 
system,  so  conducted,  involves  all  the  worst  evils  of  the  Social- 
ism so  ipuch  dreaded  on  the  Continent,  with  an  entire  absence 
of  the  benefits  which  unquestionably  attend  a  rational  co- 
operation. The  Trades'  Unions,  as  far  as  they  concern  them-* 
selves  with  the  r^ulation  of  the  price  (^  labour,  at  present 
unite  all  the  chief  evils  of  the  antagonistic  systems;  and  their 
operation  is  fatal  accordingly  to  the  political  and  social  interests 
of  all  within  their  sphere.  ^ 

Their  aim  and  object  is,  in  every  case  which  we  have  been 
enabled  to  investigate,  to  sHnt  the  action  of  superior  physical 
strength,  moral  industry,  or  intelligent  skill ;  to  depress  the 
best  workman  in  carder  to  protect  the  inferior  workman  from 
competition ;  to  oreate  barriers  which  no  Society-man  can  sur- 
mount, and  which  few  non-Society-men  dare  to  assail ;  and,  in 
short,  to  apply  all  the  fallaciq?  of  the  Protective  system  to  labour. 
Such  a  system  injures  first  the  individual,  whom  it  robs  of  a 
free  market  for  his  labour ;  secondly,  the  class  of  manufactures 
to  which  he  belongs  by  increasing  the  cost  and  diminishing  the 
efficiency  of  the  workmen ;  and  lastly  the  nation  at  lar^e  by 
curtailing  tibe  productive  power,  and  consequentiy  the  wealth,  of 
the  community. 

According  to  the  best  auth(»ities  accessible  In  so  obscure  a 
case,  the  Tindes'  Unions  in  the  kingdom  are  not  fewer  than  two 
thousand,  containing  about  600,000  members,  and  commanding 
a  fund  of  300,000Z.>  destined  chiefly  for  the  support  of  strikes^ 
Now,  if  we  suppose  each  member  to  have  three  persons  depend- 
ent on  him  (which  is  a  low  average^,  it  would  appear  that  nearly 
two  millions  and  a  half  of  the  woi^ing  class  of  our  population 
are  governed  In  their  most  Important  affiurs, — their  industry 
and  its  recompense,  their  sodal  relations  and  personal  fortunes, — 
by  laws  and  authorities  not  recognised  by  the  rest  of  society, 
and  not  subject  to  public  discussion  or  le^  control  It  must 
be  considered,  also,  that  the  two  millions  and  a  half  consti- 
tute only  a  portion  of  the  multitude  whose  fortunes  are  deter- 
mined by  the  Trades'  Uplon  organisation.  The  Unions  are 
antagonistic,  not  so  much  to  the  employers  of  labour  as  to 
the  labourers  outside  the  body.  The  opposition  to  the  masters 
is  always  put  forward  as  the  object  of  such  Unions ;  and  their 
most  conspicuous  action  is  in  that  direction ;  but  the  main  pur- 
pose Is  to  control  the  labour  market ;  to  keep  up  a  monopoly  in 
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each  trade,  and  drive  ofr  into  other  employments  all  the  work- 
men who  will  not  enter  the  combination.  The  consequence  is 
that  the  multitude  outside  the  pale  are  the  poorest  of  their 
class ;  for,  if  the  members  are  heavily  taxed,  the  non-members 
are  obstructed  in  obtmning  employment.  For  the  most  part, 
they  are  driven  into  trades  which  the  Unions  do  not  reach. 
These  are  originally  the  worse  paid  trades,  or  they  would  soon 
have  Unions.  The  enforced  increase  of  numbers  still  further 
depresses  wages,  to  the  injury  of  the  class  before  engaged  in 
those  occupations ;  and  thus  a  third  division  of  our  labouring 
population  is  victimized.  All  these  things  being  considered,  it 
is  scarcely  too  much  to  say  that  the  working  classes  of  Great 
Britain  all  feel,  in  one  T^iy  or  another,  the  influence  of  the 
Trades'  Unions  which  profess  to  include  600,000  members. 

In  a  former  volume  of  this  Review*,  may  be  found  some 
particulars  of  the  machinery  of  Trades'  Union  govenunent; 
its  central  committee  in  London ;  its  district  committees,  and 
gradation  of  officers ;  its  meetings  of  representatives,  for  the 
enactment  or  reform  of  laws ;  and  its  expenditure,  for  purposes 
of  show  as  well  as  real  business.  It  must  suffice  here  to  say 
that,  within  the  United  Trades,  every  manufactory  has  its  secre- 
tary, who  reports  to  the  district  secretary,  who,  in  his  turn, 
communicates  with  the  central  committee,  unless  there  is  still 
another  department  to  be  passed  through.  Ten  years  ago,  the 
originators  of  the  National  Association  of  United  Trades^  sitting 
in  London,  declared  that  if  they  could  obtain  the  adherence  of 
100,000  workmen,  out  of  the  six  millions  at  which  they  esti- 
mated the  class,  they  would  have,  by  a  subscription  of  one 
penny  per  week,  an  annual  revenue  of  more  than  20,000/.,  by 
which  a  sufficient  power  would  be  obtained  to  coerce  any  un- 
combined  masters.  This  would  be  a  good  beginning ;  andfronr 
it  the  Association  would  be  continually  advancing  towards  the 
annual  revenue  of  l,300,000t,  which  would  accrue  frcHn  the 
penny  subscriptions  of  the  whole  six  millions.  Though  it  is 
obvious  that  there  is  confusion  here,  from  the  100,000  being 
representatives  of  households,  while  the  six  millions  include  the 
entire  households,  the  proposal  is  sufficiently  striking.  It  moved 
Lord  Campbell  to  say,  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench, — 

'  I  must  confess  I  look  with  some  alarm  upon  this  General  Asso- 
ciation sitting  in  London,  dictating  to  masters  what  they  shall  pay 
their  men,  and  levying  contributions  for  the  support  of  such  Society 
all  over  the  kingdom,  that  might  raise  a  fund  as  large  as  the  revenue 
of  some  of  the  sovereign  states  of  Europe.' 

♦  Edinburgh  Review,  vol.  lix.  p.  349. 
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The  first  clear  insight  into  the  action  of  this  National  Asso* 
clation  which  was  obtained  by  the  public  was  through  the  trial 
of  nine  men  for  conspiracy  at  Wolverhampton,  in  1851 ;  and  the 
evidence  is  so  dear  and  ample,  and  so  little  likely  to  have  fallen 
in  the  way  of  our  readers,  that  we  cannot  perhaps  do  better  than 

five  an  outline  of  the  story  as  it  came  out  at  the  Stafford 
uromer  Assizes  of  1851. 

Messrs.  Perry,  the  objects  of  the  conspiracy,  had  been  many 
years  established  as  tinplate-workers  and  japanners  at  Wolver* 
hampton.  A  tinplate-worker  is  a  manufacturer  of  all  articles 
made  by  cutting,  stamping,  soldering,  or  bending  tin  plates ; 
that  is,  of  teapots,  teakettles,  candlesticks,  baths  of  all  sorts, 
bread-tins,  coffee-urns,  canisters,  cash-boxes,  jelly-moulds,  patty- 
pans, nutm^-graters,  spice-boxes,  pastel-cutters,  and  the  like* 
The  business  of  japanning  was  united  with  the  tinplate-working 
at  Messrs.  Perry's  manufactory,  and  was  dependent  upon  it,  as 
any  delay  in  supplying  the  tin  articles  kept  the  japanners  idle* 
About  a  hundred  men  were  employed  in  each  division  of  the 
work ;  and  the  men  were  earning,  according  to  their  diligence 
and  ability,  from  20^.  to  60^.  per  week.  \xl  1842  a  book  of 
prices,  or  list  of  the  rates  to  be  pdd  for  the  manufacture  of 
articles,  was  agreed  upon  by  the  tinplate-workers  of  the  town 
(about  SIX  firms);  but  the  list  could  not  be  long  adhered  to 
because  machinery  was  from  time  to  time  introduced,  by  which 
manual  labour  was  saved  in  regard  to  particular  processes ;  as 
when  the  moulding  round  the  rim  of  footbaths  was  turned  by  a 
machine,  instead  of  by  hand ;  and  when  various  pieces,  now  one 
and  now  another,  were  found  to  admit  of  being  cut  out  by  a 
stamper  moved  by  steam.  On  ihe  whole,  the  result  was  that  a 
workman  could  earn  more  than  before ;  but  the  pay  per  article 
was  necessarily  changed  when  portions  were  supplied  ready  to 
his  hand.  Thus  the  list  fell  into  disuse,  and  each  firm  paid  its 
own  men  by  its  own  contracts  with  them.  Messrs.  Perry  be- 
lieved that  they  were  paying  about  ten  per  cent,  higher  wages 
than  the  average  of  their  trade  in  Wolverhampton,  taking  tlie 
articles  all  round,  at  the  time  of  the  interference  of  the  National 
Association  between  them  and  their  workmen.  As  far  as  they 
knew,  all  was  going  on  well.  Their  manufacture  was  not  a 
fluctuating  one,  but  steadily  prosperous.  Their  books  were  full 
of  orders ;  their  men  were  well  paid  and  satisfied ;  and  there 
seemed  to  be  no  conceivable  reason  why  anybody  should  be 
troubled  about  the  affairs  of  the  manufactory,  or  of  the  trade  in 
any  part  of  the  town ;  for  there  were  no  disputes  among  the 
various  firms.  But,  on  the  2nd  of  April,  1850,  the  Messrs. 
Perry  received  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  National  Asso- 
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iuatioii  of  United  Trades  in  London,  inforanng  them  that  they 
would  be  visited  on  the  8th  of  the  month  by  a  deputation  from 
head*quarters,  together  with  delegates  from  the  town  itself,  to 
discuss  a  book  of  prices  to  be  left  at  the  ofiBce,  in  tiie  hope  of 
arranging  matters  satisfactorily  between  the  Messrs.  Perry  and 
their  workmen. 

It  was  too  plain  what  this  meant.  It  was  a  busy  season ;  tike 
erder-bodra  were  full ;  and  the  firm  would  yield  a  good  d^  to 
get  their  contracts  fulfilled.  The  head  of  the  finn  took  his 
measures  accordingly.  He  invited  his  best  men  to  enter  into 
written  contracts  with  him ;  and  th^,  being  well  satisfied,  did 
BOf  i^reeing  for  a  certain  amount  of  wages,  and  to  ^ve  six 
months*  notice  when  disposed  to  terminate  the  agreement,  Mr. 
Perry  guaranteeing  their  wages  and  one  month's  notice.  Mean- 
time, one  man,  named  Preston,  was  observed  to  n^ect  his 
work,  and  pass  from  bench  to  bench  to  hold  whispered  conver- 
sations with  the  workmen ;  and,  as  he  was  probably  a  nuachief- 
maker,  and  certainly  an  unprofitable  servant,  he  was  dismissed. 
On  the  8th,  three  personages  from  the  London  Assodation 
called,  and  inquired  why  Preston  was  dismissed;  to  which  qoee- 
tion  Mr.  Perry  declined  all  reply.  His  visitors  then  deckred 
their  call  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  disputes  between 
him  and  his  men,  so  as  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  a  strike. 
They  were  informed  that  there  were  no  disputes  to  settle. 
NeverUieless  they  tendered  a  book  of  prices  for  his  assent;  and 
he,  in  order  to  gain  time,  and  get  his  contracts  fulfilled,  said  he 
would  take  ihem  into  consideration.  One  of  the  visitors  declared 
himself  to  be  the  se<n:etary  of  the  Assodation,  and  informed 
the  Messrs.  Perry  that  the  Society  could  bring  any  amount  of 
coercion  down  upon  any  single  firm  that  might  be  necessary; 
that  the  affairs  of  Ihe  tinplate-workers  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
Association;  and  that  if  the  Messrs.  Perry  did  not. agree  to 
terms,  every  workman  they  had  should  be  drawn  o£  He  also 
intimated  that  Preston  was  a  member  of  the  Society,  and  under 
its  protection. 

In  the  interval  between  the  first  letter  and  the  final  rupture, 
Messrs.  Perry  increased  their  stock  to  the  utmost,  and  entered 
into  nearly  sixty  contracts  with  their  best  men ;  and  then,  after 
various  meetings  with  the  London  meddlers,  declared  that  they 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  fixing  a  rate  of  wages  (called 
prices)  at  the  dictation  of  anybody,  fiur  or  near.  The  delegates 
said  they  were  sorry;  and  that  now  ^things  must  take  their 
'  course.'  The  troubles  of  the  firm  immediately  began.  They 
could-  not  quit  their  own  premises  without  seeing  strangers  peep- 
ing from  behind  comers,  or  waiting  before  the  gates.     Boys 
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slipped  in  with  messages  to  the  men.  The  men  began  to  disappear; 
aind  boys  came  for  their  bundles^  or  coat,  or  tools.  In  the  course 
of  three  months,  upwards  of  sixty  out  of  eighty-five  disappeared, 
forty«five  of  whom  were  men  who  had  bound  themselves  by 
eontiaets.  While  any  considerable  number  remained  on  the 
premises^  they  were  continually  holding  *  shop  meetings/  not,  as 
on  rare  occasions  hitherto,  to  settle  any  point  of  doubt  or  diffi- 
culty about  work,  but  to  discuss  methods  of  compulsion  as  to 
wages.  The  manufacture  went  on  so  badly  that  the  head  of 
the  establishment  declared  his  loss  to  be  between  two  and  three 
thousand  pounds  between  July  and  November.  His  fortunes 
And  those  of  his  men  here  part  off  for  a  time*  We  will  follow 
lus  first 

He  advertised  for  workmen,  by  placards  in  the  town,  aid 
advertisements  in  the  Birmingham  journals.  He  received  ap- 
jdications  in  abundance,  and  was  aware  of  the  presence  in  the 
street  of  numbers  of  workmen  coming  to  engage  themselves ; 
but  they  were  waylaid,  tempted  to  the  public-house,  and  in- 
duced to  go  away.  Several  who  w^e  actually  hired,  and 
expected  the  next  morning,  were  seen  to  be  thus  turned  back; 
and  they  never  reappeared  One  of  the  partners,  finding  little 
to  do  at  home,  went  to  France ;  and  he  brought  thence  eight 
Frenchmen,  who  were  all  enticed  awav  in  the  course  of  six  weeks, 
at  the  cost  of  52il,  either  to  a  committee-man,  who  said  he  paid 
the  money  out  of  his  own  pocket,  or  to  the  subscribing  work- 
men of  the  place.  Then  twen^  Germans  were  induced  to 
migrate  to  Wdverhampton ;  and  of  these  sixteen  remained  at 
the  time  of  the  trial, — of  course  depressing  the  wa^s  i£  the 
townsmen,  or  exducUng  them  from  employment.  The  spies 
w^re  actually  provided  with  '  a  foreigner,'  an  interpreter,  when 
the  Frenchmen  appeared ;  and  on  the  very  day  of  their  arrival 
several  of  them  were  misring, —  plied  with  drmk  in  the  public- 
house  frequented  by  the  agents  of  the  Association.  They  did 
"very  little  work,  and  disappeared  without  notice. 

As  ^nen  could  not  be  obtmned,  fifty  apprentices  were  taken 
on,  after  the  tinplate  workmen  were  reduced  to  two ;  but  the 
.apprentices  also  began  to  vaniA,  almost  immediatdy.  Some  of 
the  paid  agents  of  the  Association  thought  it  doubtful  policy  to 
cause  the  apprentices  to  abscond — 'they  could  have  done  so 
^  much  more  useful  a  service  by  remaining  V  In  a  strike  in  the 
leather  trade  they  had  '  carried  on  the  game  by  cutting  up  and 
'  destroying  the  leather ;'  and  now  some  of  them  were  equal  to 
the  occasion.  '  Before  they  went,  the  tools  were  injured,  and 
'  the  tin  was  cut  to  waste,  and  patterns  were  missing.'  Thus 
were  the  fortunes  of  the  employers  assailed  by  the  National 
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Association  of  Umted  Trades,  presided  over  by  Tfaomas  Slingsbj 
Buncombe^  Esq.,  M.P.  Let  us  see  how  it  fared  with  thoee  of 
the  men. 

George  Duffield^  one  of  the  nine  men  on  trial  afterwardf^  had 
worked  for  one  firm  for  five-and*twenty  years.  It  is  ecaroeiy 
necessary  to  say  that  he  wos  a  good  workman  and  a  respectably 
man.  He  was  prosperous  up  to  the  spring  of  1850.  He  tfaea 
slackened  in  his  work^  and  soon  quitted  it,  aocepting  office  undar 
the  London  committee  at  4^«  M.  a  week,  his  function  being  t6 
draw  away  the  workmen  from  the  factory,  and  prevent  others 
coming  in.  He  was  one  of  the  watchers  whom  Mr.  Perry  saw 
peeping  round  comers,  and  waylaying  his  workpeople.  The 
evidence  on  the  trial  shows  him  enticing  men  to  the  public^'bouse, 
and  makbg  them  drunk;  posting  placards  of  evil  tendency; 
inveigling  the  Frenchmen  as  they  arrived;  sending  old  com<- 
rades  on  fools'  errands  over  half  the  country,  to  keep  them  cot 
of  the  way  of  their  employers,  even  escorting  them  on  occasion, 
and  paying  them  small  sums  to  live  on ;  and  levying  four  ahiilix^ 
a  head  at  the  week's  end  from  men  whom  he  bad  separated  from 
their  work  and  their  wages.  The  inevitable  end  was  imprison^ 
ment  in  Stafford  Gaol,  where  he  passed  three  months,  after  his 
long  career  of  honourable  industry.  Three  different  sets  of 
Mr.  Perry's  men,  confiding  themselves  to  the  care  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  sach  agents  as  Duffield  and  his  fellow-culprits, 
related  their  adventui^es  at  the  trial,  and  show  us  what  tiim*<MitB 
have  to  expect.  These  witnesses  disclosed  an  interminable  amomt 
of  low  intrigue,  deceit,  drunkenness,  and  coercion*— aidless 
drinking,  at  the  cost  of  the  Association,  to  get  poeseadon  of 
these  unhappy  men;  railway  tickets  provided  in  the  same 
manner  to  spirit  them  away,  they  knew  not  where,  in  violation 
of  the  conti-acts  they  had  signed — threats  of  personal  vidence, 
and  in  one  case  of  an  acti<m  for  bigamy,  agidnst  refractory 
victims^ — wives  abandoned  by  their  husbands-^ men  escaping 
from  their  persecutors  in  disguise,  their  only  object  being  to 
continue  to  earn  an  independent  livelihood,  and  to  return  to 
their  families.  All  these  circumstances  are  related  widi  the 
greatest  minufeness  in  the  evidence  taken  at  Stafford  before  Mr 
Justice  Erie ;  it  would  be  tedious  to  quote  them  here  in  greater 
detail ;  they  are  dismal  and  revolting  narratives ;  but  we  have 
said  enough  of  them  to  show  the  operation  of  these  Trades'  UnionB 
on  the  liberties  of  our  countrymen.  This  evidence  lays  bare 
the  waste,  the  vexatiousness,  the  childish  ignorance  ana  levity 
of  the  whole  action  of  the  National  Association;  but  above 
all  its  operation  on  the  liberty  of  the  citizen.  And  what 
exhibition  could  be  more  dismal  and  humiliating  ?    Befi>re  the 
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-Association  began  to  meddle,  all  went  well ;  trade  was  steadily 
prosperous,  and  employers  and  employed  were  satisfied ;  but  the 
nnproYoked  interference  of  strangers  mined  everything.  An 
entrance  was  made  for  wrong  and  wretchedness  to  enter  in ; 
everybody  was  a  loser,  nobody  a  gainer ;  and  all  England  was 
-disgraced  by  the  proof  that  any  of  her  citizens  could  surrender 
their  primary  liberties  in  so  dastardly  a  manner* 

We  will  trace  out  a  few  more  facts  in  this  tin-plate 
manufacture  before  going  on  to  other  trades;  in  order  that 
the  liberties  of  the  working  men,  as  they  are  at  this  day, 
may  be  compared  with  those  of  other  trades,  in  which  the 
exposures  haye  not  been  so  public  and  so  flagrant.  There  is 
little  room  for  choice,  however,  among  the  callings  which  admit 
of  interference  from  the  head-quarters  of  the  United  Trades. 
The  only  secure  prosperity  for. the  working  man  is  in  those 
occupations  in  which  combination  is  not  easy  or  practicable* 
In  another  town  there  is  a  tin-plate  goods  manufactory, 
where  the  men  are  all  Union-men,  paying  a  regular  weekly  sub- 
scription, and  livingLjuidar  the  orders  of  the  central  authority, 
imposed  immediately,  if  necessary,  but  ordinarily  through  the 
medium  of  the  district  society,  and  the  official  appointed  to  each 
particular  manufactory.  The  body  of  rules  in  the  possession  of 
the  subscribers,  and  ready  for  exhibition  to  non-members,  has  a 
very  innocent  appearance,  treating  of  such  excellent  objects  as 
the  relief  of  the  members  in  adversity,  and  their  removal  from  a 
place  where  their  trade  is  unprosperous  to  one  where  labour  is  in 
demand:  but  in  times  of  crisis  it  becomes  plain  that  the  printed 
rules  do  not  exhibit  the  real  constitution  of  the  body.  It  will 
be  more  profitable  to  look  at  the  rules  of  other  trades,  which  are 
drawn  up  with  somewhat  less  reserve.  The  Society  is  believed 
to  be  nch  at  times;  and  when  those  times  coincide  (as  is 
natural)  with  briskness  of  trade,  a  strike  is  always  apprehended 
by  the  employers.  The  prodigious  orders  which  came  from 
Australia  in  1854,  were  pretty  certain  to  cause  a  strike,  be- 
cause there  was  a  vast  quantity  of  work  to  be  got  through  in  a 
certun  time.  Various  improvements  in  the  manufacture  of 
candlesticks,  teapots,  &c.,  by  the  introduction  of  appropriate 
machinery,  had  long  rendered  useless  the  list  of  prices  which 
once  determined  the  earnings  of  the  men.  Such  a  list  was  not 
wanted ;  for  common  journeymen  were  earning  from  20«.  to 
25««  a  week,  and  superior  workmen  40«.  These  wages  were 
higher  than  were  then  paid  in  other  chief  seats  of  the  manufac- 
ture ;  but  the  occasion  was  seized  to  insist  on  a  new  list  of 
prioes,  based  upon  a  scale,  on  the  average,  ten  per  cent, 
higher  than  the  wages  which  already  exceeded  those  pud  else- 
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ivhere.     The  empWen  could  not^  at  the  moment,  it<^  to  dis- 
pute the  point*     They  granted  the  demand;    but,  like  the 
Messrs.  Perry,  they  engaged  a  lai^  number  of  apprentices,  imd  ' 
'articled'  workmen,  who  were  promised  fiill  employnjent  iot  a 
year,  on  pledging  themselves  to  work  full  time  during  that 
period*     About  a  hundred  men  and  boys  having  been  thus  se- 
cured, and  the  friendly  co-operation  of  the  chief  firms  in  other 
towns  obtained,  the  employers  gave  notice  to  their  men  that  on 
a  certain  day  they  should  revert  to  the  former  scale  of  pay. 
Of  course  the  men  threatened  a  strike ;  and  of  course  they  were 
unresisted,  further  than  by  a  friendly  wamii^  of  the  conse- 
quences.    One  man  refused  to  quit  his  em^ym^it  at  the 
dictation  of  his  comrades,  being  satisfied  with  his  30^,  a  week. 
On  the  first  day  of  the  absence  of  the  turn-outs,  he    was 
crossing  the  yard,  when  a  bucket  of  dirty  water  drenched  him, 
just  under  the  window  of  the  room  where  the  apprentices  were 
at  work ;  and  the  next  day  was  worse,  for  brickbats  fell  upcm 
him  whichever  way  he  turned.     The  manage  did  his  best  to 
protect  him ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  discover  the  aggressors. 
On  the  third  day  the  poo^  fellow  was  so  cruelly  beaten,  by  three 
fellows  who  waylaid  him  on  his  return  home,  that  he  dared  not 
remain.     He  hid  himself  in  the  country  till  the  strike  was  over, 
as  many  another  industrious  and  sensible  man  has  been  driven 
to  do,  by  losing  his  tools,  or  finding  them  spoiled,  or  having  his 
coat  stolen,  his  hat  crushed,  and  his  work-bench  covered  with 
malicious  inscriptions  in  chalk.     The  turn-outs,  who  are  re- 
ceiving five  shillings  a-week  from  their  own  paid  despots,  are 
employed  to  insult  and  injure  the  ccmnrade  who  chooses  to  earn 
I  six  times  the  amount.     A  few  active  schemii^  men  in  each 
<  place  are  set  to  enlist  the  multitude  of  inferior  wcnrkmen,^  and 
^  organise  them  for  mischief  under  promises  of  an  equality  of 
wages.     It  is  an  easy  life  for  the  few,  who  have  the  manage- 
ment of  the  local  fund,  under  very  lenient  auditors,  with  access 
to  the  central  committee,  and  enjoyment  of  considerable  local 
power  and  consideration.     One  of  these  officials  presented  him- 
self, when  the  strike  was  over,  sleek  and  ruddy  among  the 
emaciated  comrades  whom  he  had  led  away.     The  remark  of 
one  of  these  comrades  on  his  good  plight  was,  *  Ah,  it  is  ooBir 
'fortabie  enough  for  the  committee,  livmg  at  a  publie-lK>use  aU 
'  the  time,  as  £ey  do,  while  we,  and  our  wives  and  diildr^&^are 
^  having  only  five  shillings  a-week.     While  we  are  tryii^  to  keep 
^  ourselves  alive,  they  are  fattening  on  salmon  and  green  peas.' 

That  particular  strike  was  soon  over.  Beason  and  fact  were 
so  strongly  against  the  men  that  they  could  not  sustain  thm 
demand.   A  more  recent  contest  resembled  the  Wolverhampton 
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straggle  in  some  partioalars.  In  brief>  the  men  proposed  an 
unconscionable  charge  for  making  a  particular  article  which 
oould  be  made  in  Lcmdon  for  little  more  than  half  the  sum* 
Being  reasoned  with^  they  persisted ;  and  eighteen  men  were 
therefore  fetched  from  Lon^n.  Eleven  of  the  eighteen  were 
presently  in  public  houses^  treated  by  men  who  had  accosted 
them  in  the  streets.  These  new  friends  made  them  drunk^  put 
them  into  railway  carriages  with  tickets  in  their  hands,  just  as 
a  train  was  starting,  and  hoped  they  were  rid  of  ihem.  Most 
of  them  returned,  however,  paying  their  own  fare.  The  issue 
in  this  case  was  important,  as  a  successful  encroachment  would 
have  raised  wages  in  Wolverhampton  and  London,  and  de- 
pressed a  branch  of  business  at  present  profitable  all  round. 

At  Birmingham,  a  good  many  *  steel  toys '  are  made ;  by 
which  we  mean,  not  fimoy  sciefscMrs  and  penknives,  and  charms 
for  ladies'  girdles,  but  pincers,  sugar^nippers,  tumscrews,  small 
vices,  hammers,  and  other  budness-like  articles.  A  manufac- 
turer wished  to  make  files,  ia  addition  to  a  variety  of  these 
things,  as  his  premises  were  suitable  for  the  purpose.  He 
engaged  some  file-makers  who  applied  to  him  for  work,  and 
kept  a  strict  profit  and  loss  account  of  the  enterprise.  At  the 
end  of  the  first  quarter,  he  found  he  had  sustained  a  small  loss ; 
and  he  called  his  men  into  consultation  as  to  what  should  be 
done.  They  advised  that  certain  parts  of  the  work,  the 
^  edging  *  and  ^  brushing,'  should  be  committed  to  boys,  who 
were  quite  equal  to  it.  This  was  done,  and  all  was  going  on 
wdl,  when  he  one  day  found  a  note  slipped  under  his  door, 
threatening  that  his  f  ^op '  would  be  shut  up  the  next  week,  un- 
less he  dismissed  the  boys,  whom  it  was  against  the  rules  of  the 
trade  to  employ.  He  burned  the  note,  and  took  no  notice ;  but 
waa  aeked  the  next  day  wheth^  he  was  aware  that  the  file- 
cutters  were  all  going  to  stop  w(»rk  next  week.  He  summoned 
the  file-cutters,  and  asked  them  whether  this  was  true,  and  some 
other  questions.  They  answered  that  they  were  going  to  leave ; 
that  they  had  no  complaint  to  make;  that  they  were  in  no 
respect  dissatisfied,  but  that  they  were  under  orders  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Society  in  Sheffield.  But  why  must  they  throw 
up  their  work  at  anybody's  orders  ?  What  would  be  the  conse- 
quence if  thqr  quietly  went  on  as  usual  ?  They  would  simply  be 
ruined  for  life.  If  they  submitted  to  the  indignity  of  working 
side  by  side  with  boys,  when  those  boys  were  engaged  on  men's 
work  (though  the  boys  were  perfectly  competent  to  do  it),  they 
would  be  marked  for  outlawry,  and  no  man  w(mld  ever  work 
with  them  again.  There  was  no  arguing  against  such  compul- 
sion.    One  man  remained,  and  worked  on  the  premises  till  he 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


538  Secret  Organisation  of  Trades*  Oct 

died ;  the  rest  left :  and  for  eome  time  the  place  was  '  picketed : ' 
that  18^  it  was  watched  by  scouts,  set  to  see  that  do  file-cutters 
entered  the  gate.  By  such  tyranny,  enforced  by  brutal  acts  of 
burning,  shooting,  and  blowing  up  houses,  the  men  of  Sheffield 
(or  those  who  call  themselves  so),  have  acquired  and  lost  great 
things.  They  have  acquired  a  reputation  for  barbarism,  cruelty^ 
selfishness  and  folly,  which  places  them  below  the  population  of 
any  other  town  in  England ;  and  they  have  lost  a  large  portion 
of  a  very  fine  trade,  which  might  have  enriched  the  place,  and 
made  the  lowest  journeyman  prosperous  in  his  line,  but  which 
has  gone  over  to  America,  where  the  working*men  know  better 
how  to  acquiesce  in  the  great  natural  laws  of  the  industrial 
workL 

In  the  same  '  steel- toy '  ti*ade  an  experiment  has  been  tried  in 
Birmingham,  which  had  a  more  favourable  result.  A  trade- 
imion  was  suggested,  and  agreed  to ;  and  the  men  paid  in  their 
subscriptions  regularly  for  some  time,  till  they  calculated  that  they 
were  strong  enough  in  funds  to  venture  upon  a  strike.  They 
demanded  an  advance  of  wages,  were  refused,  turned  out,  and 
on  the  Saturday  applied  to  the  secretary  for  their  allowance 
from  his  cash-box.  The  box  was  safe  under  his  bed ;  but  it 
was  empty.  The  secretary  declared  the  money  had  been  stolen ; 
the  men  saw  that  plainly  enough,  but  had  some  doubts  as 
to  who  was  the  thief;  and  they  at  once  went  to  work  again, 
on  the  old  terms,  and  have  never  since  entertained  the  project  of 
a  union. 

Birmingham  is  littie  troubled  with  serious  disputes  between 
employers  and  employed ;  chiefly  because  the  manufactures  of 
the  place  are  of  a  kind  requiring  incessant  ingenuity  and 
novelty,  and  therefore  occupying  individual  minds  m  a  way  de- 
fying organisation.  Masters  and  men  consult  about  a  new  dtevice 
in  jewellery,  or  for  domestic  or  decorative  purposes ;  and  each 
piece  of  work  is  paid  for  on  its  own  merits,  or  under  its  own 
conditions.  Where  hundreds  of  masters  are  employing  thou- 
sands of  workmen  who  are  daily  aiming  at  the  production  of 
something  new^  no  uniform  rate  of  wage^  can  be  established. 
As  for  the  more  mechanical  kinds  of  work,  everytiiing  tiiat  can 
be  done  by  machinery  is  committed  to  it ;  and  the  remaining 
offices  can  for  the  most  part  be  done  by  workmen  who  can  be 
easily  replaced  in  case  of  discontent.  Formerly  there  were 
troubles  in  the  gun  trade,  when  large  orders  were  given  by 
Government ;  and  these  were  so  disastrous  that  it  was  indispens- 
able to  obviate  them.  This  is  done  by  an  extreme  division  of 
employments,  and  abundant  use  of  machinery ;  so  that,  in  case 
of  a  turn-out  in  any  branch,  there  is  the  smallest  amount  of 
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mischief  from  stoppage^  and  the  strongest  probability  of  ob- 
taining hands  for  the  performance  of  a  very  simple  process* 
Again :  a  large  proportion  of  the  manufactures  of  Birmingham 
comes  down  from  high  places^ — from  the  shops  of  'garret- 
^  masters.'  These  ^  garret-masters '  were  once  journeymen^ 
beginning  very  humbly  as  masters ;  —  with  wife  and  daughter, 
perhaps^  fof  journeymen, or  one  workman,  and  rising  in  the  world 
by  degrees.  Such  circumstances  are  not  favourable  to  combina* 
tion :  and  no  large  manufacturing  town  has  been  so  little  tried 
by  great  strikes  as  Birttiingham«  We  have  referred  to  that  of 
the  tin-plate  workers.  There  has  been  one  other  collision  of 
late  years :  that  in  the  flint-glass  manufacture  last  November. 

The  workmen  in  this  manufacture  are  stringently  ruled  by 
their  self-imposed  despots,  like  other  men  who  belong  to  a 
Trades'-Union.  The  rules  of  the  '  FUnt-Gbss  Makers'  Friendly 
*  Society  *  were  revised  at  a  conference  held  in  London  in  June 
1858;  and  some  of  the  provisions  decided  on  were  so  indefen- 
sible, that  the  manufacture  could  not  goon  while  subject  to! 
them.  It  is  enough  to  say  (from  the  printed  rules  before  us) 
that  all  vacancies  in  the  Masters'  establishments  were  to  be  filled 
up  by  the  Society, — the  factory  secretary  applying  to  the 
district  secretary,  and  he,  if  necessary,  to  the  central  one,  on 
occasion  of  a  vacancy,  when  these  officers  should  supply  the 
man,  judging  of  his  abilities,  fixing  his  wages,  and,  in  short, 
using  him  as  a  glass-making  machine,  furnished  to  order,  and 
capable  of  yielding  a  profit.  Any  member  applying  to  be  hired 
without  the  consent  of  the  local  secretaries,  and  of  the  men 
already  in  the  factory,  was  to  be  fined  1/.  and  not  allowed  to 
work.  The  same  penalty  was  fixed,  together  with  forfeiture 
of  all  privileges,  if  the  fine  was  not  paid,  for  the  offence  of 
writing  for  information,  or  affording  it  to  another,  without  4;he 
consent  of  the  district  secretary  and  fellow-workmen.  The 
fine  might  be  increased  to  57.  by  the  district  authorities;  and 
the  appeal  was  to  be  the  central  committee.  The  other  ob- 
jectionable provisions  were  so  technical,  that  it  would  occupy 
too  much  space  to  detail  them.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  they 
constituted  a  limitation  of  labour,  which  must  be  fatal  to  the 
manufacture.  Every  discouragement  was  put  in  the  way  of 
binding  apprentices ;  and  yet  apprentices  were  allowed  to  join 
the  Society  when  Aey  had  two  years  of  their  time  to  serve. 

Attempts  were  made  to  enforce  these  provisions  in  two  of  the 
Birmingham  establishments,  and  the  employers  were  of  course 
driven  into  combination  to  resist  them«  They  addressed  the 
Trade  in  other  places,  subscribed  a  defence  fund,  deprecated  a 
repetition  of  such  faults  of  temper  on  their  own  side  as  had 
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occasionally  aggrayated  their  diflBculties,  and  were  prepared  finr 
a  deoisiTe  mode  of  action.  They  pdnted  out  to  their  men  the 
necemty  of  an  employer  being  master  of  his  own  bosiness,  and 
gave  them  the  option  of  surrendering  the  olgectiottable  pro- 
visions^  or  leaving  the  works.  The  men  rdTosed;  and  the 
manufiMSturers,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four,  ^lockedout' 
the  recusants  on  the  same  day.  The  hirtory  of  the  case  n  of 
the  common  sort  On  the  2iHh  of  NoTcmber  last,  the  Central 
Committee's  Report  boasted  of  the  enthusiasm  of  the  Trade,  and 
the  encouraging  votes,  and  the  trust  that '  the  Giass-Makers* 
'  Friendly  Soc^ty  should  grow  and  flourish  till  time  should  be 
*  no  more; '  and^  as  usual,  3iese  boasts  were  introductory  to  very 
sad  disciosures.  The  organisation  was  lai^e,  opulrat,  stringently 
ruled,  and  'enthusiastic ; '  yet  in  four  months  the  game  was  up. 
The  accumulated  fund  of  the  Union  was  spent;  so  were  the 
subscriptions  of  the  men  still  at  work ;  and  so  was  the  money 
lent  by  tlie  Central  Society  (at  five  per  cent  interest). 
There  were  conferences  with  the  masters,  at  which  it  appeared^ 
among  other  things,  that  the  secretaries  had  not,  in  this  case, 
been  living  on  the  delicacies  of  the  season ;  for  they  were  'quite 
'  tired  of  the  struggle.'  The  employers  proposed  an  amended 
set  of  rules,  which  the  men  accepted,  and  went  back  to  wodc 
The  masters  could  at  any  moment,  by  comlnning  their  ibcces, 
break  up  the  Union  altogether :  buttheydonotd^ireit  Some 
of  the  objects  of  the  oombinatioQ  are  good:  the  men  ai]^ht  not 
to  be  interfered  with  when  diey  respect  the  liberty  of  others ; 
and  thdr  employers  like  to  see  them  unite  for  friendly  and 
prudent  purposes.  But  the  Union  is  at  present  in  debt  20002.; 
its  members  are  heavily  taxed  in  consequence ;  and  a  consider- 
able proportion  of  them  are  continuously  dropping  off  the  lists. 
These  cases  may  serve  to  show  why  so  many  men,  who  cer- 
tainly know  better,  support  strikes  in  their  own  trades,  or  do  not 
operate  against  them.  Benefidal  objects  are  united  with  the 
tyrannical  aims  of  the  leaders ;  and  any  man  who  resists  the  latter, 
loses  all  the  advantages  of  the  former.  Aman  suffers  keenly 
under  the  risk  of  focfeiting  the  savings  of  years,  which  he  luus 
invested  in  the  Friendly  Society  of  his  craft  He  is  tdd  that 
on  the  success  of  the  strike,  which  it  is  too  late  to  prevent,  depends 
his  allowance  in  a  time  of  adversity;  and  he  naturally  lets  the 
strike  take  its  course.  After  such  an  experience  as  tibat  of  the 
Birmingham  glass-makers,  or  indeed  of  almost  every  trade,  it  is 
a  great  folly  to  enter  a  new  Union  without  seeing  that  the  two 
institutions  of  Benefit  Clubs  and  Trade  Societies  are  kept  wdl 
apart.  The  way  to  maintain  a  man's  freedom  is,  in  fact,  not  to 
join  a  Trade  Society  at  all :  but  then  the  man  alleges  that  he  is 
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Tiotimised  almost  as  fatallj  in  the  character  of  a  non-Societj 
man  as  in  that  of  a  member.  England  may  be  a  very  fine 
country;  but  it  is  no  land  of  liberty  for  him. 

It  is  r^eshing  to  meet  with  an  instance  of  resistance  here 
and  there ;  for  the  heroism  required  is  of  the  highest  order.  We 
have  in  Tiew  the  case  cS  a  printer  who  had  committed  the  offence 
of  working  unong  mai  who  did  not  belong  to  the  London 
So<»ety  of  Compositors.  According  to  the  24th  rule  of  the 
Union  (which  but  for  its  length  we  would  cite  for  the  exasper- 
ation of  our  readers),  the  man  who  took  work  without  the  leave 
of  the  Committee,  was  to  be  fined  at  the  pleasure  of  that  Com- 
mittee ;  and  the  fine  was  51.  He  was  also  excluded  from  work, 
though  he  was  in  great  demand  as  a  first-rate  workman ;  and  he 
fdl  into  actual  destitution.  He  might  have  been  reinstated  by 
paying  the  6h  by  instalments :  but  he  believed  the  Committee 
had  exceeded  their  powers;  and  he  therefore  disputed  their 
control  They  kept  him  out  oi  work,  and  he  refused  to  yield 
his  right  to  seek  it.     It  is  to  be  feared  he  is  a  ruined  man. 

But  there  is  trickery,  as  well  as  tyranny,  to  disgust  such 
citizens.  In  a  certain  country-newspaper  office,  as  the  Compo- 
sitors' Committee  were  informed,  one  boy  too  much  was  em-  • 
ployed.  The  Committee  insisted  on  his  being  dismissed.  His 
was  refused,  and  the  Society-men  were  desired  by  the  Union- 
authorities  to  throw  up  their  worL  The  proprietors  engaged, 
others,  and  all  went  on  well  with  the  newspaper.  The  Com- 
mittee, however,  broke  their  own  rules  by  sending  two  members 
to  apply  for  work  among  the  free  men,  declaring  themselves 
non-Society  men,  in  order  to  get  hired.  Their  instructions  were 
to  use  all  their  influence  to  induce  l^e  new  men  to  desert.  They 
did  try ;  but  failed. 

There  is  something  frightfdl  in  the  vigOance  exercised  by  these 
committees,  and  the  terror  they  inspire.  In  another  country- 
newspaper  office,  the  effect  of  the  establislied  spy-system  was 
remarkably  illustrated.  It  was  a  very  small  country-office, 
where  two  compositors  were  at  work,  and  a  third  was  wanted. 
A  man  applied ;  his  terms  were  accepted ;  and  he  was  directed 
to  go  to  work  immediately.  He  had  one  question  to  ask  first: 
— was  this  a  Society-shop  ?  The  employer  really  did  not  know, 
but  advised  the  new-comer  to  inquire.  He  dedined  this ;  and 
the  master  asked  the  question  in  the  presence  of  the  six  or 
seven  persons  then  at  work.  They  were  not  Society-men ;  and 
the  new  candidate  said  he  must  be  off.  He  was  reasoned  with ; 
and  he  admitted  that  he  ought  to  have  liberty  to  sell  his  ser- 
vices freely,  and  to  maintain  himself  by  his  labour;  but,  he 
said,  what  could  he  do?     The  Society  forbade  working  except 
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in  'fair  shops;'  and  how  could  he  make  any  resistance?  No 
doubt,  be  said  on  being  asked,  there  were  many  as  dissaliafied 
as  himself;  and  he  hardly  knew  why  they  submitted;  only 
that  the  tramp-relief  was  very  convenient  when  they  were  on 
the  road.  The  conversation  put  a  little  heart  into  tim ;  and 
he  thought  he  would  run  the  chance  of  not  being  ^  found  out.* 
The  employer  promised,  not  to  tell,  and  learned  ^at  the  discon- 
tented members  wink  at  one  another's  disobedience  in  accepting 
work  when  they  are  hungry*.  There  were  four  hours  before 
dark.  The  stranger  had  earned,  and  was  p^d,  half-a-crown, 
saying  that  he  had  nothing  in  his  pocket  H^  never  came 
again.     The  fear  of  being  ^  found  out '  was  too  strong  for  lunu 

In  London,  the  vigilance  is  very  strict ;  the  central  authority 
being  so  near  at  hand.  Some  time  since,  there  was  an  embar^ 
rassment  in  a  Iiondon  office  about  setting  the  type  of  some 
Greek  and  Hebrew  citations  which  occurred  in  a  manuscript 
The  only  person  present  who  knew  the  cases  of  strange  type  was 
a  ^  reader '  who  was  a  non-Society  man.  It  would  often  have 
been  a  conveni^ice  to  himself  and  his  employer  that  he  should 
use  his  spare  time  ^  at  case ;'  but  if  he  had  set  a  single  line  of 
•  English,  the  house  would  have  been  ^closed'  (excommuni* 
cat^)  by  the  Committee*  In  the  moment  of  difficulty,  how* 
ever,  when  Greek  and  Hebrew  pressed,  it  was  considered  pos- 
sible to  relax.  '  A  chapel'  was  held;  that  is,  the  men  met  in 
the  office ;  and  they  decided  that^  as  nobody  else  could  set  up 
Greek  and  Hebrew,  the  reader  might  Such  anecdotes  cany 
us  back  to  the  days  of  guilds;  but  there  are  provisions  in  the 
rules  'as amended  in  June,  1857,'  which  would  have  been  con- 
demned by  any  society  of  printers  in  the  earliest  days  of  moveable 
type.  In  practice,  they  must  be  found  simply  intolerable  by 
Englishmen  in  the  nineteenth  century ;  and  ^ey  are  no  doubt 
evaded  by  many  who  dare  not  resist  them. 

Erom  the  men  who  hold  'a  chapel,'  the  corporate  spirit 
descends  to  the  lowest  order  of  the  establishment  The  little 
'  devils '  of  the  office  try  their  hands  at  domineering  and  law« 
making ;  and  in  truth  it  better  beseems  their  ignorance  than 
the  sense  of  grown  men.  Not  long  since,  a  paper  fell  from  the 
pocket  of  one  of  the  messenger-boys  in  *  Puiudi's '  office.  It 
contained  a  body  of  rules  in  grave  imitation  of  those  of  thdr 
seniors,  restricting  work,  and  thereby  fixing  wages.  No  boy 
was  to  occupy  less  than  an  hour  in  going  to  and  returning  from 
Mr.  Leech's  house,  —  l^lr.  Leech  living  at  some  distance  firom 
the  office.  Another  contributor  living  just  round  the  comer, 
the  enactment  was  that  not  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
should  be  occupied  by  that  errand.     It  is  a  pity  that  the  men 
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cannot  see  the  reflection  of  their  own  policy  in  that  of  the  boys, 
*  Punch '  will  never  be  at  a  loss  for  want  of  errand-boys 
who  can  make  better  speed  on  his  errands.  Worse^  however, 
than  the  hopelessness  in  the  particular  case  is  the  spirit  of  anta- 
gonism^ and  the  sharp  practice^  b^un  so  early  in  life. 

For  the  sake  of  completeness,  we  must  make  room  for  one 
case  of  success,  —  as  such  a  case  does  now  and  then  happen* 
It  will  show  what  becomes  of  the  men's  liberties  in  the  hour  of 
triumph. 

When  we  hear  of  personal  violence  in  connexion  with  trade- 
disputes,  we  immediately  think  of  Sheffield ;  and  of  Coventry 
when  a  ruinous  conservatism  is  in  question.  Coventiy  opposed 
to  the  last  all  modification  of  the  silk-duties.  The  Coventry- 
men  were  as  dogged  in  resistance  to  improvement  as  the  old- 
fashioned  weavers  of  Spitalfields  and  Norwich,  who  threw  away 
their  trade  sooner  than  yield  their  notions  about  wages  and 
machinery.  The  first  steam-factory  in  Coventry,  a  very  small 
one,  was  burned  down  during  a  quarrel  about  wages.  The 
weavers  said  it  was  not  their  doing ;  but  no  employer  dared 
repeat  the  experiment  till  it  was  clear  to  all  eyes  that  the 
manufacture  was  leaving  the  place.  Then  there  was  an  oppo- 
sition to  the  employment  of  women  at  the  looms.  To  this  dlay, 
one  of  the  lightest  and  easiest  processes  in  the  manufacture, 
which  a  child  might  manage,  is  engrossed  by  the  men  under 
heavy  penalties.  Now  that  the  ribbon-factory  opens  its  doors 
to  women,  the  retrograde  spirit  plays  its  pranks  in  the  watch 
manufacture,  from  which  women  are  excluded  as  carefully  as 
from  the  making  of  ribbons  formerly.  That  is  the  way  with 
the  men  of  Coventry ;  but  they  seem  to  have  surpassed  them- 
selves in  their  last  exploit,  by  which  they  have  more  nearly  — 
we  fear  we  must  say,  more  surely  —  ruined  their  trade  than  by 
any  former  demonstration. 

Through  all  these  changes,  there  existed  in  Coventry  a  society 
called  the  Kibbon  Weavers'  Protection  Association,  to  which  the 
operatives  in  the  silk-manufacture  for  the  most  part  belonged. 
Ihe  town  was  divided  into  districts  for  the  purposes  of  this 
society ;  and  a  penny  a  week  was  punctually  collected  from  the 
members.  Its  main  object  was  to  protect  ^  the  list,'  or  terms 
of  payment,  fixed  by  agreement  Every  infraction  was  brought 
before  its  committee ;  and  it  took  cognisance  of  disputes  between 
employers  and  employed  generally,  and  sustained  the  men  when 
legal  expenses  were  incurred.  As  long  as  this  Association  kept 
to  its  proper  business,  the  more  sensible  and  moderate  of  the 
manufiacturers  encouraged  it,  not  only  for  the  sake  of  the  opera- 
tives, but  for  the  protection  of  the  manufacture  from  the  mis- 
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chiefs  cau#ed  by  nnBcrupulous  competitors.  When  trade  was 
depressed,  the  difference  ^fell  upon  the  list.'  Prices,  which 
here  mean  wages,  varied  with  the  demand,  and  the  employers 
and  men  fared  alike*  But  the  Association  fell  into  the  comnum 
snare  of  attempting  too  much,  and  did  mischief.  Within  three 
years  another  organisation  has  risen  up,  under  the  title  of  the 
Factory  Operatives'  Protection  Association ;  and^  judging  by 
the  effects  it  has  wrought,  it  must  be  a  fair  sample  of  the  worst 
order  of  trades'  unions.  There  have  been  two  strikes  already 
under  its  management ;  and  it  seems  as  if  the  confusion  were 
likely  to  go  on  till  no  trade  is  left  to  quarrel  about. 

The  introduction  of  steam  power  in  the  silk  manufacture 
took  place  in  Coventry  but  just  in  time ;  and  the  Cov^itry 
ribbons  have  kept  the  lead  in  the  markets  only  by  strenuous 
energy,  and  continual  application  of  all  improvements  to  the 
manufacture.  Ingenuity  and  economy  have  enabled  the  em- 
ployers to  obtain  large  returns  with  very  small  jurofits,  so  as  to 
employ  their  neightK^urs,  but  leave  no  maigin  for  pranks  on 
either  side. 

There  were  two  orders  of  operatives;  those  who  wove 
ribbons  at  home,  and  were  paid  by  the  piece,  and  those  who 
worked  in  the  factories,  and  were  paid  weekly  wages.  The 
factory  ^  hands '  struck  against  piece-work  in  the  Motorics,  a 
few  years  since,  at  the  bidding  of  thdr  Association;  and  now 
they  have  struck  in  favour  of  piece-work  only.  This  incredible 
behaviour  is  thus  explained.  They  heard  last  year  that  the  fisuv 
tory  ribbon-weavers  at  Macclesfield,  Congleton,  and  other  places 
were  paid  by  a  list^ — their  article  being  chiefly  plain  ribbons, 
which  could  be  reduced  to  a  category ;  and  they  were  dedared  to 
be  earning  more  than  the  fiictory  people  at  Coventry.  Just  at  the 
same  time,  the '  outrdoor '  weavers  at  Coventry  were  in  danger  of 
a  reduction  of  pay,  from  their  naturally  fallmg  behind  the  im- 
proved iiEu^tory  production.  Here  were  ^out-door'  men  fearing 
a  reduction  of  pay  from  the  improvement  of  machinery ;  here 
were  'in-door'  people  hearing  that  factory  hands  elsewhere 
were  paid  by  a  list ;  and  there  was  another  element  in  the  case. 
Some  of  the  manufacturers  were  distanced  by  competitors 
of  more  enterprise,  who  took  advantage  of  every  invention  and 
improvement.  All  these  parties  united  in  the  aim  encouraged 
by  the  Factory  Operatives'  Society,  and  demanded  that  all  ribbon 
weaving  should  be  paid  by  the  piece.  It  needs  no  explanation 
that  such  a  method  abolishes  the  entire  benefit  of  machinery,  as 
regards  the  manufacture,  giving  the  whole  gain  to  the  operative. 
If  the  emplover  has  to  pay  so  much  per  piece,  whether  the 
ribbon  has  taken  a  long  or  a  short  time  to  produce,  he  can  have 
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BO  inducement  to  set  up  improved  machinery^  or  to  inquire 
about  any  expediting  or  facilitating  arts :  and,  as  it  was  owing 
to  those  arts  that  the  Coventry  manufacture  held  its  ground, 
the  disuse  of  them  is,  in  fact,  a  surrender  of  the  competition. 
This  being  abundantly  clear  to  the  leading  employers,  they 
refused  the  demand  of  the  operatives  to  be  paid  by  the  piece 
rnhfi  and,  sooner  than  yield  a  point  essential  to  the  very  exist- 
ence of  the  trade,  they  ^  locked  out '  their  hands.  It  might 
easily  be  that  public  opinion  elsewhere  would  be  against  the 
employer,  because  the  general  sentiment  is  in  favour  of  piece- 
work, as  affording  to  each  man  his  deserts,  and  precluding  dis- 
putes about  hours  of  labour ;  but  it  may  be  easily  seen  that  the 
Coventry  case  is  a  peculiar  one,  firom  the  conditions  of  out-door 
and  in-door  work  being  different,  and  also  those  of  old-fashioned 
and  improved  machinery.  However  fine  a  thing  it  may  be  for 
the  weaver  who  is  paid  by  the  piece  to  make  fifteen  pieces  of 
ribbon  in  the  same  time  and  by  the  same  pains  that  he  has 
hitherto  ^ent  upon  ten,  it  is,  through  the  interference  of  the 
Association,  of  no  further  benefit  to  the  employer  than  as  supply- 
ing the  demand  of  the  day  more  quickly ;  and  he  wiU  not,  there- 
fore, spend  his  money  on  new  machines,  to  put  the  whole  profit 
of  them  into  the  operative's  pocket 

A  mediation  was  offered  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce: 
some  of  the  manufacturers  were  willing  to  share  the  benefits  of 
recent  improvements  with  the  factory  hands;  and  the  news- 
paper press  complimented  the  operatives  on  their  orderly  be- 
haviour. Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  in  September  of  last 
year*  In  October  the  Association  was  audacious  and  peremp- 
tory ;  and  its  members  waylaid  the  few  factory  hands  that  went 
to  work  with  insults  and  blows.  A  *  levy.'  was  made  of  two- 
pence in  the  shilling  on  the  wages  of  all  factory  weavers,  and  a 
penny  in  the  shilling  on  those  of  all  other  persons  employed  in 
the  factories,  where,  it  may  be  observed,  the  wages  now  paid  were 
from  40  to  50  per  cent  higher  than  before  the  new  mechanical 
improvements.  The  opposition  to  the  few  steam  factory  em- 
ployers was  too  strong,  backed  as  it  was  by  the  less  enterprising 
of  their  own  body ;  and  the  point  was  conceded.  From  that 
moment  (October,  1858)  the  employers  lost  their  chief  interest 
in  their  c^ng:  and  this  was  one  of  the  disadvantages  of  which 
the  men  were  warned  in  time.  They  cannot  themselves  insti- 
tute improvements;  they  have  destroyed  their  employers'  in- 
terest in  doing  it ;  and  any  one  may  see  the  consequences. 

There  is  a  firm  which  retsdls  as  well  as  manufactures  ribbons. 
One  of  the  firm  invented  a  machine  for  making  black  sarcenet 
ribbons.     The  operative  leaders  threatened  such  consequences 
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if  it  were  used  that  the  proprietor  sold  it  to  a  Derby  house,  and 
was  thenceforth  obliged  to  buy  from  the  Derby  house  the  blad^ 
sarcenet  ribbons  sold  in  his  shop  at  Coventry.  The  handbills 
with  which  Coventry  was  placarded  in  September  and  October, 
1858,  showed  an  unusual  amount  of  insolence  and  vituperation 
on  the  part  of  the  Committee  of  the  Aissociation,  and  espedally 
a  mischievous  reference  to  the  villas  and  mansions  in  whidi 
their  tyrants  live.     *  Unite  the  whole   labour  power  of  the 

*  country  agidnst  them.  Here  is  the  path  of  your  salvation,' 
they  said.  On  the  other  hand,  the  friends  of  the  operatives,  and 
a  vast  proportion  of  the  men  themselves,  pointed  out  that  ^  the 

*  compulsory  piece-work  *  left  them  small  chance  of  earning 
continuously  so  much  as  by  wages,  while  it  must  ruin  the  pro- 
spects of  their  children.  Still,  the  thing  was  done.  Compul- 
sion prevailed ;  and  in  one  instance,  where  only  six  operatives 
out  of  two  hundred  desired  the  change.  It  can  hardly  be  ex* 
pected  of  human  nature  to  speak  out,  under  such  a  rule  as  that 
of  the  Association,  one  of  whose  acts  was  to  issue  at  the  dose  a 
list  of  the  operatives  who  had  remained  at  work  for  wages,  in 
order  that  they  might  never  be  employed  again.  The  effect 
that  government  by  Trades'  Unions  has  on  the  minds  of  opera- 
tives appeared  in  Coventry  a  few  weeks,  ago.  The  workers  in 
a  factory  demanded  the  discharge  of  the  foreman  and  sub-fore- 
man, whom  they  did  not  like:  ^e  demand  was  refused;  and  the 
whole  body  turned  out.  On  that  occasion,  the  Committee  de- 
clined to  support  the  movement,  and,  after  losing  a  week,  the 
turn-outs  went  in  again. 

The  piece-list  agreed  upon  last  October  could  not,  of  course, 
remain  long  unaltered,  in  regard  to  a  manufacture  which  de- 
pends on  fancy  and  fashion.  In  the  spring,  a  principal  firm 
proposed  some  changes,  which  were  approved  by  the  Silk  Manu- 
facturers' Association.  The  Operatives'  Society,  however,  would 
permit  no  alteration,  in  the  smallest  particular ;  and  the  firm 
necessarily  recurred  to  the  plan  of  weekly  wages.  Then  began 
scenes  of  violence,  which  excited  surprise  far  beyond  the  bounds 
of  Coventry.  The  work-people  of  tne  firm  who  refused  to  turn 
out  were  stoned  and  beaten;  and  no  protection  which  the 
magistrates  could  afford,  enabled  them  to  go  home  after  thdr 
work.  They  requested  to  be  taken  to  the  police  station  for 
safety.  The  Town  clerk  declared,  in  the  name  of  the  Watch 
Committee,  that  the  peace  of  the  town;  and  the  securi^  of  the 
citizens,  were  destroyed.  m 

This  was  said  on  the  9th  of  June  last ;  and  it  had  been  neces- 
sary to  send  police,  every  night  since  the  4th  of  May,  to  the  ob- 
noxious factory,  to  escort  the  work-people  to  their  own  doors ; 
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—  even  their  homes  being  no  longer  a  place  of  refuge.  If  the 
inhabitants  generally  were  disturbed  and  *  scared/  what  must 
have  been  the  bondage  of  both  Society  and  non-Society  men^ 
who  had  to  pay — the  one  in  purse  and  the  other  in  person — 
for  the  tyranny  which  was  destroying  their  fortunes  and  the 
prospects  of  their  children !  If  some  were  ignorant  and  misled^ 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  far  greater  number  were 
thoroughly  reluctant^  but  pillaged  and  coerced. 

In  Coventry  evidence  has  lately  arisen  of  the  helpless 
members  of  Trades'  Unions  being  put  to  yet  another  use. 

It  appears  that  in  colliery  districts  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
manufacturing  towns^  the  strikes  of  colliers  are  understood  to 
take  place  in  the  autumn.  By  that  time  vast  heaps  of  small 
coal  are  accumulated  about  the  mouths  of  the  pits.  It  is  of  bad 
quality,  having  lost,  according  to  the  manufacturers' estimate,  25 
per  cent  of  its  goodness  by  exposure  to  sun  and  rain  during  the 
spring  and  summer ;  yet  the  price  rises,  and  the  whole  is  sold 
off,  in  consequence  of  the  men  striking  on  the  approach  of 
winter.  The  natural  suspicion  of  the  purchasers  is  that  the 
strikes  are  not  altogether  unacceptable  to  the  coal  owners,  who 
obtain  an  additional  shilling  a  ton  for  their  small  coal.  A 
collier  strike  in  spring,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  factories,  is 
sufficiently  remarkable  to  draw  attention  to  its  causes;  and 
this  happened  on  occasion  of  the  North  Warwickshire  strike  of 
last  May.  We  extract  the  following  account  of  its  origin  from 
a  pamphlet  published  at  Coventry  by  a  Wesleyan  minister, 
named  Johp  Theobald.  Our  concern  is  with  the  facts,  and  not 
with  the  grammar  and  style  of  the  writer. 

'  A  month  or  six  weeks  before  there  was  any  talk  of  the  colliers* 
asking  for  an  advance  of  wages  from  their  masters  in  North  War- 
wickshire, and  at  a  time  when  all  was  peace  and  harmony  between 
the  colliers  and  their  employers,  and  when  a  general  election  was 
expected  and  publicly  talked  about,  before  the  then  existing  Parlia- 
ment was  dissolved  ;  at  that  time  a  strange-looking  man,  dressed 
somewhat  like  a  broken-down  lawyers  clerk,  made  his  appearance  in 
the  coal-fields  of  North  Warwickshire.  It  was  then  evident  to  the 
most  sober  part  of  the  colliers  that  that  gentleman  was  bent  upon 
aome  sinister  game,  liavlng  some  mission  to  perform.  At  first  that 
gentleman  made  his  attempt,  without  success,  at  the  Wyken  Colliery; 
he  had  with  him  a  large  sheet  of  paper,  upon  which  certain  pro- 
positions were  written;  those  propositions  and  paper  wished  the 
colliers  to  ask  for  an  advance  of  wages,  and  at  once  to  sign  the  paper 
in  question.  The  colliers  at  Wyken,  feeling  indignant  at  the  propo- 
sitions made  to  them  by  the  strange-looking  missionary,  at  once 
discarded  all  his  offers  and  made  sport  of  his  silly  talk.  The  man 
then  took  his  leave  of  Wyken,  and  away  he  went  with  his  paper,  to 
play  his  game  in  some  other  way.' 
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He  went  about  among  the  pits  and  public  houses,  making 
a  party  against  the  Wyken  Colliery.  The  Coventry  news- 
papers, and  the  report  of  election  meetings,  show  that  there 
was  no  doubt  on  the  spot,  of  the  strike  being  got  up  to 
prevent  Sir  Joseph  Paxton's  election,  he  being  connected 
with  the  Wyken  Colliery,  which  turned  out  to  be  admir- 
ably managed,  and  the  very  last  in  which  discontent  could 
naturally  have  arisen.  Three  or  four  men  were  made  agents  of 
the  strike,  and  accomplished  a  good  deal  of  mischief  before  the 
grossness  of  the  case  convinced  the  most  ignorant  of  the  coUien 
that  they  had  been  betrayed.  As  in  the  case  of  the  Coventry 
weavers  who  struck  first  against,  and  then  in  favour  of  piece- 
work, as  they  were  bid,  these  poor  pitmen  were  turned  in  all 
directions,  for  electioneering  and  agency  purposes.  Even  Sir 
J.  Paxton  was  misled  by  the  audacious  falsehoods  of  the  leaders ; 
for  which  he  made  a  handsome  amende  as  soon  as  he  discovered 
his  mistake.  The  whole  story  is  very  disagreeable ;  but  we 
shall  confine  ourselves  to  the  single  point  of  the  helplessness  of 
the  colliers  under  the  tyranny  of  the  Union  authorities.  The 
grossness  of  the  tyranny  is  shown  bythe  following  sentences 
from  the  *  plain  statement  *  issued  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
Wyken  CpUiery. 

'  As  the  matter  now  stands,  many  poor  men  have  expressed  their 
desire  to  return  to  their  work,  but  dare  not  in  consequence  of  the 
system  of  terrorism  and  intimidation  prevailing.  Of  the  few  men 
now  at  work,  two  have  been  assaulted ;  in  the  first  instance,  the  man 
was  strong  enough  to  beat  off  his  assailant ;  in  the  second,  the  victim 
(an  inoffensive  man)  was  attacked  on  returning  home  firom  his  work, 
and  picked  up  in  a  senseless  state. 

'  On  the  night  of  the  5th  of  April  a  diabolical  attempt  was  made 
to  destroy  the  machinery,  by  causing  an  explosion  of  the  boiler ;  had 
it  succeeded,  the  lives  of  the  engineer  and  stoker  must  inevitably 
have  been  sacrificed,  with  the  addition  of  any  individuals  who  might 
^mfortunately  have  happened  to  be  in  the  immediate  vicinity.'  (P.  11.) 

There  is  a  touch  of  Sheffield  in  that  transaction.  After  the 
usual  train  of  troubles, — men  leaving  their  work  without  notice, 
at  the  instigation  of  Union  agents,  and  stopping  work  for  others, 
being  committed  to  prison ;  their  places  supplied  from  a  dis- 
tance ;  and  business  dislocated  for  masters  and  men,  we  find  the 
position  of  the  dupes  to  be  abundantiy  wretched. 

^,The  colliers  meant  right,  but  they  were  led  in  a  false  manner, 
as  hundreds  of  them  have  since  then  confessed,  some  of  them 
with  tears  rolling  down  their  manly  cheeks  as  they  have  listened 
to  the  cries  and  looked  upon  the  dejected  appearance  of  their 
suffering  wives  and  children.  But  the  poor  colliers  and  their  starving 
families  have  been  made  to  suffer  dearly  for  it,  and  are  now  left  in 
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the  larch  by  the  very  wretches  who  made  them  the  tools  of  elec- 
tion craft.  Hundreds  of  those  colliers  now  corse  their  recent  leaders 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  though  some  of  those  leaders  were  verily 
ignorant  of  the  dnft  of  the  mean  political  scoundrels.'   (P.  13.) 

The  electioneering  object  soon  became  manifest,  the  grievances 
in  the  pits  were  fonnd  to  be  imaginary,  or  not  to  the  purpose ; 
public  sympathy  and  contributions  began  to  fall  away;  and 
the  treasury  was  empty.  Then  ensued  the  dissensions  which 
spring  up  when  money  runs  short.  The  strike  leaders  de- 
nounced the  preacher  for  not  concealing  the  offers  of  the  em- 
ployers. They  claimed  a  sufficient  mamtenance  for  the  chief 
agitator,  who  had  neglected  and  lost  his  business  for  the  sake  of 
the  strike.  The  impoverished  colliers  complained  of  the  de- 
mand. Wrath  and  grief  prevailed  wherever  the  agitators  had 
appeared.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  in  any  continental 
country,  a  more  complete  social  slavery  than  the  Warwickshire 
colliers  were  here  shown  to  be  subject  to,  under  the  rule  of  the 
authorities  of  their  Union. 

The  recent  case  of  the  shoemakers,  who  were  stirred  up  to 
oppose  the  sewing-machine,  when  tulors,  stsmnakers,  saddlers 
and  others  had  yielded  to  the  necessity,  would  furnish  abundant 
illustrations  of  the  subservient  conditicm  in  wliich  members  of 
Trade  Societies  are  kept :  but  we  have  seen  enough.  We  can 
easily  conceive  the  sore  poverty  and  depression  m  which  the 
poor  fellows  have  returned  from  '  tramp,*  to  their  hungry  wives 
and  children.  Wherever  they  went,  they  found  the  machine 
at  work,  at  lower  wages  thdn  at  home :  and  their  remonstrances 
to  their  despots  were  so  unanimous  and  urgent  t^t  their  com- 
mittee was  obliged  to  yield,  and  allow  them  to  return.  The 
remarkable  circumstance  in  connexion  with  this  strike  is,  that 
the  workmen  who  live  by  making  machinery  were  actually 
drawn  upon  for  funds  to  support  this  strike  against  machinery. 
The  managers  of  the  AmiEdgamated  Society  of  Engineers, 
Machinists,  Smiths,  &c.  were  applied  to  for  aid  to  the  shoe- 
makers. The  absurdity  was  apparent  enough  to  the  secretary ; 
and  the  applicants  themselves  admitted  it :  but  the  Council  act\ 
on  the  supposition  that  the  managers  of  each  strike  know  their  \ 
own  interest  best:  the  members  read  the  statement  handed  in.^ 
by  the  delegates,  and  made  a  grant  of  20£  The  journeymen 
smiths  and  machinists  and  pattern-makers  have  thus  paid  in 
their  subscriptions  to  support  shoemakers  on  strike  against  tlieir 
own  trade.  What  would  they  say  to  any  government  wluch 
should  tax  them  in  that  manner?  Not  only  are  grants  thus 
assigned  out  of  their  savings  without  their  cognisance,  but 
loans  to  a  much  greater  amount  are  made  (even  to  the  known 
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extent  of  1000^),  and  firequentlj  without  any  security  but  the 
honour  of  the  borrowers.  The  debts  of  provincial  societies 
to  the  Central  Association  have  been  referred  to  above ;  but 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  repudiation  of  debts  ever  takes 
place^  and  the  amounts  borrowed  are  usually  faithfully  repaid. 

We  have  before  us  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Amalga- 
mated Engineers,  and  their  rules^  as  revised  in  1857.  We  will 
glance  at  the  rules,  and  then  at  the  procedure  of  the  Sodety, 
whose  long  strike  a  few  years  since  fixed  an  unusual  share  of 
public  attention  upon  them.  In  a  mechanical  age  like  ours, 
engineers  and  their  subsidiary  fellow-workmen  must  naturally 
be  a  prosperous  set  of  people.  Prosperous  they  evidently  are. 
The  question  is,  how  men  so  sure  of  independence,  if  they  de- 
sired to  have  it,  can  submit  to  such  a  forfeiture  of  freedom  as 
they  incur  by  becoming  Society-men. 

The  preamble  to  the  rules  contains  no  allusion  to  any  r^u- 
lation  of  trade.  It  there  purports  to  be  a  Friendly  Society,  or 
Benefit  Club  only ;  but  in  the  middle  of  the  preface  we  find  a 
paragraph  in  defence  of  ^  restrictions  against  the  admission  into 

*  our  trade  of  those  who  have  not  earned  a  right  by  a  proba- 
<  tionary  servitude : '  restrictions  which  the  managers  find  them- 
selves constrained  to  impose, — ^likening  the  case  of  their  ^  vested 

*  interests  *•  to  that  of  *  the  physician  who  holds  a  diploma,  or 

*  the  author  who  is  protected  by  a  copyright'  Is  it  possible,  or 
is  it  not,  that  the  writer  who  penned  that  paragraph  overlooked 
the  consideration  that  medical  diplomas  and  literary  copyright 
are  legal  institutions,  whereas  the  law  has  not  given  to  the 
Amalgamated  Engineers  the  right  of  driving  their  fellow-citizens 
out  of  the  lab6ur-market.  And  again,  if  this  practice  of  *  re- 
^  striction '  is  so  sacred  a  duty,  why  does  it  not  appear  in  the 
preamble  with  the  other  objects  of  the  Society?  When  candi- 
dates, or  the  general  public,  want  to  know  the  character  and 
proposals  of  the  Society,  they  look  at  the  preamble  to  the  rules; 
and  the  preamble  is  a  mere  cheat  if  it  omits  the  mention  of  the 
chief  purpose  of  the  Association. 

After  enumerating  the  trades  comprehended  within  their 
scheme,  the  preamble  sets  forth  its  provision  of  branches,  to  be 
^  appointed  in  such  numbers  and  districts  as  may  be  deemed 

*  necessary ;'  each  branch  conducting  its  own  afiairs,  according 
to  the  rules  provided.  No  branch  is  to  consist  of  more  than 
three  hundred  members,  or  to  have  m9re  than  seven  officers, 
three  officers  being  allowed  to  a  branch  of  twenty  members.  It 
is  rather  amusing,  when  reading  of  the  duties  of  these  officials,  to 
think  of  the  objection  of  the  journeymen-builders  to  the  number 
and  counterfoil  now  proposed  by  the  master-builders,  in  con- 
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nexion  with  the  declaration ;  for  here  we  find  that  every  member 
is  registered^  *  age^  trade,  married,  or  not^'  that  the  details  may 
be  recorded  in  tiie  general  registration  book  in  London.  The 
fines  imposed  on  the  members  for  neglecting  to  notify  to  the 
Union  authorities  their  marriage,  or  removal,  or  change  of  ser- 
vice, show  the  strictness  of  the  supervision  under  which  they 
are  living.  There  is  nothing  like  it  any  where  else  in  this 
country. 

The  Executive  Council  consists  of  twenty-five  members  ap- 
pointed by  as  many  branches  or  districts,  nine  of  which  are  in 
or  near  London.  In  the  provinces,  two  or  more  branches 
appoint  a  councilman  in  tum^  and  every  councilman  must  have 
been  five  years  in  the  Society.  The  ordinary  business  is  trans- 
acted by  the  Couudl  of  nine  London  members,  five  members 
forming  a  quorum,  it  remaining  with  them  to  summon  the 
provincial  councilmen  in  cases  of  emergency.  Their  powers 
are  very  great  and  very  vague.  As  in  the  branch  councils, 
they  may  (or  to  use  the  precise  words  of  the  rule),  *  they  shall 
*  determine  anything  wherein  the  Society's  rules  are  silent.'  This 
is  in  itself  a  tremendous  power.  For  instance,  if  a  candidate 
for  membership  wants  to  know  how  the  Society  fixes  the  rate 
of  wages  (the  ordinary  inducement  to  enter),  he  is  informed 
that  it  is  done  by  ^  an  understanding  on  the  subject.'  As  this 
would  not  be  quite  satisfactory  in  case  of  a  dispute,  the  inquirer 
asks  whether  there  is  no  rule  to  appeal  to  in  such  a  difficulty. 
No,  there  is  no  rule;  and  Hhe  Council  settles  those  matters 
'  on  which  the  rules  are  silent.'  But  how  is  a  member  to  dear 
himself  if  charged  with  working  too  many  hours,  or  for  too 
little  pay,  if  there  is  no  regulation  to  judge  by?  He  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Council^  who  will  fine  him,  or  expel  him  if  they 
think  proper ;  and  he  has  no  means  of  redress.  This  seems  so 
incredible,  that  the  natural  supposition  follows  that,  if  there  is 
no  rule,  there  ore  minutes  of  the  decisions  which  may  go  some 
way  towards  supplying  the  deficiency.  No :  there  is  nothing 
of  the  sort.  ^  Each  case  is  decided  on  its  own  merits; '  in  other 
words,  by  the  mere  will  of  the  Council.  It  is  a  wonderful 
circumstance^  if  true,  (which  we  are  assured  it  is)  that  such 
decisions  are  yielded  to  >vithout  murmuring.  The  power,  in 
the  absence  of  law,  is  evidently  too  formidable  for  individual 
resistance. 

What  that  power  is  we  discover  by  means  of  the  ^  under- 
standing' about  wages  and  hours  of  labour.  The  Council 
announces  that  the  wages  in  a  certain  kind  of  work  shall  be, 
say,  not  less  than  S5s.  per  week.  It  does  not  follow  that  no 
man  shall  take  less:  but  he  must  have  leave  to  do  so.     Every 
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member  is  registered,  with  all  his  attributes ;  and  it  rests  with 
the  Council  to  decide  whether  any  individual  shall  work  for 
less  than  the  professed  rate.  When  the  wages  are  35^.  in 
London,  they  are  probably  24a.  in  Glasgow;  and  the  Glasgow 
member  may  take  work  for  24*.  with  leave, — not  without. 
The  same  variations  enter  into  the  case  of  hours,  occupations 
not  being  equally  regular,  nor  equally  laborious,  within  the 
range  of  the  Society.  The  professed  time  is  fifty-eight  and  a 
half  hours  per  week ;  but  some  men  may  work  half  the  night 
in  addition,  and  some  the  whole  night, — with  leave,  but  not 
without.  It  is  easily  seen  how  the  members  are  thus  caged  in 
glass  cases  in  the  Society's  collection, — every  individual  known, 
r^stered,  watched,  and  superintended,  so  that  there  is  no 
escape  from  the  guardianship.  It  is  very  like  the  case  of 
Maryland  or  Washington  n^roes  let  out  on  hire,  or  Russian 
serfs  on  the  obrok  system.  The  difference  is,  that  the  EngUah- 
men  voluntarily  put  their  necks  into  the  yoke.  They  are  under 
orders,  it  will  be  seen,  in  all  the  daily  business  of  their  lives. 
They  work  or  are  idle;  they  earn  or  are  destitute;  they 
go  out  or  come  in;  they  obey  or  disobey  their  employers; 
they  prosper  or  suffer,  according  to  order.  While  thus  dra- 
gooned, it  is  a  pity  they  do  not  con»der  the  use  the  Qooncil 
puts  them  to,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sodety.  While  sound 
and  hearty,  and  making  good  wages,  they  will  always  be 
abundantly  taxed  in  vim  branch.  The  Central  Coondl 
avoids  the  responsibility  of  taking  care  of  the  fiinds.  It 
simply,  draws  on  the  branches  for  what  it  wants,  to  pay  ex- 
penses, salaries  to  itself,  grants  to  strikes  agunst  machinery, 
and  what  not  Swindon  sends  500Z.  if  asked ;  Crewe  may  send 
1000/. ;  Glasgow  500/.,  and  so  on.  If  tibe  Central  Coun<^  asks 
for  it,  the  branch  must  send  it.  At  the  end  of  the  financial 
year,  the  affairs  are  settled  by  '  equalisation.'  The  funds  in 
hand  and  the  members  are  compared,  and  the  amoimt  per  head 
ascertained ;  and  each  branch  is  then  instructed  how  much  to 
pay  to  others  to  equalise  the  funds  of  the  whde.  If  there  is 
anything  more  despotic  than  this  in  the  broadest  Socialism  de- 
nounced on  the  Continent,  we  have  never  heard  of  it. 

But  there  is  another  incident  of  this  despotism  which  the 
working  man  should  take  heed  to  before  he  enrols  himself  under  it. 
We  have  seen  that  ^  restrictions '  are  imposed  on  the  entrance  of 
new  hands  into  these  amalgamated  trades.  We  may  see  by 
the  rules  how  worn-out  labourers  are  got  rid  of.  No  perscm 
can  be  admitted  a  member  who  belongs  to  another  sodety ;  and 
any  efficient  member  entering  another  society  is  excluded,  with 
the  forfeiture  of  all  his  contributions.     No  person  defective  ia 
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limb  or  sense,  or  subject  to  fits,  is  eligible  for  membership,  except 
in  the  case  of  one-eyed  men  under  thirty,  whose  remaining  eye 
is  good :  but  at  the  other  end  of  the  scale,  we  find  that  aged 
members,  chargeable  as  pensioners,  may  earn  half  the  established 
rate  of  wages  at  any  employment  whatever,  each  choosing  be- 
tween such  earnings  and  his  pension  of  seven  shillings  a  week. 
The  injury  to  society  at  large  is  evident  enough.  The  great 
branches  of  industry  connected  with  engineering  are  (as  far  as 
is  possible^  engrossed  by  a  society  for  the  limitation  of  labour, 
and  the ennancement  of  its  price;  while,  at  the  other  end,  the 
inefficient  members  are  let  out  to  swell  the  ranks  of  labourers  in 
other  callings,  and  depress  the  market-price  of  labour  by  joining 
in  the  scramble  for  a  share. 

Returning  to  the  lot  of  the  individual  member.  He  is  fined 
for  omitting  to  inform  the  secretary,  before  the  next  branch 
meeting  night,  of  his  liavii^  changed  his  residence  or  shop;  or 
of  his  having  got  ^married ;  and  he  cannot  obtidn  funeral-money 
for  his  wife  till  he  has  proved  his  marriage.  Though  rather 
doleful  in  a  wedding  season,  this  last  warning  is  reasonable* 
The  next  is  very  severe.  He  is  fined  five  shillings,  if  he  omits 
to  inform  the  secretary,  within  twenty-four  hours,  of  any 
vacancy  he  may  know  of,  or  of  his  receiviug  notice,  or  having 
any  intention,  to  leave  his  employment.  There  is  a  fine  of  half- 
a-crown  for  'divulging  anything  relating  to  the  Society's  busi- 
^  ness,  except  to  a  member.'  Fines  of  half-a-crown,  five  killings, 
and  ten  shillings  are  allotted  to  the  first,  second,  and  third 
offence  of  '  boasting  of  his  independence  towards  his  employer 

*  or  employers,  on  account  of  bemg  a  member  of  the  Society.' 
Several  other  provisions  relating  to  misconduct  show  that  every 
man  is  living  under  a  spy-system  from  the  hour  when  he 
becomes  a  member  and  a  victim  of  this  despotic  organisation. 
"We  have  seen  that  it  is  a  secret  society,  conducted  by  an  irre- 
sponsible authority.  If  it  is  irresponsible  in  the  matter  of  trade  ^ 
r^ulation  and  of  funds,  so  it  is  in  relation  to  the  infliction  of 
punishment.     By  the  thirty-third  rule,  *  any  member  chained 

*  with  disorderly  conduct'  (in  the  absence  of  any  definition  of 
disorderliness)  '  w)iile  on  donation,  shall  be  summoned  before 

*  tiie  branch  or  committee,  and  if  found  guilty,  be  liable  to  such 
^  penalties  as  the  nature  of  the  case  demands.'  In  tiie  list  of 
fines  some  specifications  are  very  r^narkable :  as, 

8.  d, 
*  Topics  not  consonant  with  business,  to  be  fined       -        -     1     0 
Members  vindicating  the  conduct  of  members  who  have 

been  fined    --------26 

Members  censuring  another  -        -        -        -        -        -10 

Members  upbraiding  for  receiving  the  benefits       -     ,"26 
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Members  divulging  Society's  business  -  -  -  -  2  6 
Members  finding  fault  and  not  reporting  -  -  -  1  0 
Members  boasting  of  their  independence  -  -  -^  2  'S 
Second  time        -        -        -•-        -        -        -        -50 

Third  time  - 10    0 

Any  officer  or  member  sending  a  false  apology  for  not 

attendii^  any  of  the  Society's  meetings  •        -        -    2    6 

It  is  difficult  for  most  of  us  to  imagine  a  mode  of  life  like 
that  of  these  engineers^  compositon,  and  tin-plate  workers, 
unless  we  have  had  the  opportunity  of  observing  the  daily 
course  of  a  working  man  who  has  crossed  the  threshold  of  a 
trade-imion.  It  is  very  striking  to  perceive  how  often  it  occurs 
that  there  is  something  that  he  ^  can't  do^'  ^  musn't  do,'  ^  daren't 
^do/  because  it  is  'against  rules,'  or  would  be  'found  out.' 
There  is  always  the  idea  that  somebody  would  '  tell  on  him,' 
would  '  inform,'  would  '  do  him  a  mischief,'  would  '  ruin  him 
'  with  the  Society,'  would  get  him  fined,  or  expelled,  if  there 
was  any  grudge  against  him.  The  yoke  seems  to  be  upon  him 
wherever  he  goes  within  the  limits  of  the  empire.  In  our  most 
distant  colonies  the  tyranny  is  just  like  that  of  Wolverhampton, 
Preston,  or  Dublin. 
^^  During  the  present  strike  in  the  London  building  trades,  it  is 
\  remarkable  how  little  has  been  said  in  the  daily  newspapers  about 
the  effect  of  such  movements  on  individual  liberty.  One  reason 
no  doubt  was  the  prominence  of  the  economical  objections. 
Another  might  be  the  stupendous  wickedness  of  some  of  the 
leaders,  whose  trickery  and  falsehood  seem  to  have  exceeded 
everything  of  the  kind  hitherto  made  equally  public.  It  is 
probable,  too,  that  there  was  a  fear  of  instigating  violence  by 
offering  remarks  on  coercion.  Again,  some  may  have  thought 
that  the  time  had  not  arrived  for  presenting  that  phase  of  the 
subject,  as  the  amount  of  compulsion  administered  never  is  or 
can  be  known  till  some  time  after  the  conclusion  of  the  struggle. 
,  It  is  our  business  here,  however,  to  direct  some  attention  to 
this  point,  scantily  furnished  as  we  necessarily  are  with  par- 
ticular illustrations  of  the  general  truth. 

The  building-trades  involved  in  the  movement  are  seven: 
joiners,  carpenters,  masons,  bricklayers,  painters,  plasterers,  and 
labourers.  It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  with  any  certainty  the 
number  under  the  orders  of  the  leaders,  or  actually  out  of  work 
in  August.  The  number  receiving  relief  on  the  5th  of  Septem- 
ber was  7856,  of  whom  4899  were  skilled  artisans,  and  2957 
were  labourers;  but  these  combined  were  declared  to  be  no 
evidence  of  the  number  on  strike,  who  were  conjectured  to  be 
anywhere  from  ten  to  forty  thousand  men  and  boys,  out  of  the 
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sizlgr  thousand  skilled  workmen  and  innumerable  labourers  in* 
eluded  in  the  London  building  trades.     The  first  consideration "; 
18,— what  was  the  authority  by  which  the  conflict  was  com-  ; 
menced?     The  reply  given  always  was  *the  Conference  of  the  1 
*  United  Building  Trades/  which  had  an  Executive  sitting  at  the  ' 
Paviors'  Arms,  Johnson  Street,  Westminster,  and  a  secretary, 
named  George  Potter.    In  the  case  of  the  Wolverhampton  con- 
flicty  it  was  known  to  all  the  world,  and  boasted  of  by  the 
agitators,  that  the  central  committee  in  London  was  the  moving 
power,  and  that  it  was  presided  over  by  Thomas  Slingsby  Dun-  \ 
combe,  Esq.,  M.P. :  but  in  the  recent  case  it  seems  impossible 
to  get  beyond  Mr.  George  Potter.    Li  saying  this  we  mean  in 
r^ard  to  administrative  authority;  for  there  was  not  much 
mystery  about  how  his  manifestos  were  written.     Where  false- 
hood so  much  abounded,  there  may  have  been  false  assumption 
as  to  the  authorship  of  the  Potter  proclamations:  but  the  hands 
were  believed  to  be  known.     As  to  the  secret  of  government,  it 
was  disguised  in  this  way : — 

mNE  HOUKS'  MOVEMENT.  —  IMPORTANT   NOTICE   TO   THE   OPERATIVES 
OP  THE  BUILDING  TRADES. 

*  The  Master  Builders  having  refused  to  concede  the  Nine  Hours 
as  a  day's  work,  the  Conference  of  the  United  Building  Trades  have 
been  directed  by  the  members  of  the  movement  to  call  upon  a  firm 
to  cease  work ;  having  done  so,  they  now  appeal  to  you  to  aid  them 
in  supporting  the  men  now  on  strike  at  Messrs.  TroJJope  and  Sons. 
It  is  eamesUy  hoped  that  no  workmen  will  go  in  to  supplant  them 
till  they  have  gained  their  object. 

*"Itts  expected  that  every  man  tnll  do  his  duty.^ 

'  By  order  of  the  Executive, 

'  Geo.  Potter,  Secretary. 

*  N.B.— -Any  firm  striking  for  the  above  object  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Conference  will  not  be  supported. 

*  The  Committee  sits  daily  at  the  Paviors'  Arms,  Johnson  Street, 
Westminster.' 

In  this  first  handbill,  issued  on  the  25th  of  July,  *  the  Con- 
ference' assumes  to  be  directed  by  *the  members  of  the 
<  movement.'  As  far  as  w^  can  learn,  no  direct  knowledge 
of  what  this  means  has  been  obtained  by  any  of  the  parties  most 
interested  in  knowing  whom  they  were  obeying.  There  was 
some  rumour  of  a  shadowy  committee  of  forty-two  member?, 
seven  of  whom  were  contributed  by  each  of  five  trades,  and 
seven  by  the  labourers :  but  we  have  no  information  as  to  how  so 
large  a  body  was  organised,  nor  can  we  perceive  any  evidence  of 
its  having  acted  at  all.  The  demand  of  ten  hours'  wages  for  nine 
hours'  work  had  been  a^tated  at  intervals  for  some  years,  and 
met  by  a  set  of  resoluti<Mis  passed  by  the  masters  at  a  meeting 
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at  Freemasons'  Tavern,  some  time  ago.  The  reason  alleged  by 
Mr.  Potter  for  the  pressure  bemg  enforced  at  this  partioilar 
time  was  that  the  trades  were, overstocked;  that  thoosuids  id 
unemployed  workmen  were  hanging  about  in  idleness,  while 
some  others  were  working  even  more  than  the  habitual  ten  hours. 
We  need  not  stop  to  point  out  that  men  who  were  employed 
overtime,  and  paid  acconlingly,  were,  as  shown  by  the  mere  fact, 
superior  workmen,  while  the  unemployed  were  the  inferior 
members  of  the  craft.  Mr.  Potter's  notion  was  of  forcing  the 
inferior  men  upon  the  masters  by  depriving  the  employers  of 
their  best  men  for  several  hours  per  day,  and  of  their  next  best 
men  for  one  hour  per  day,  without  reduction  of  wages.  The 
most  odious  part  of  this  double  tyranny  was  that  directed 
agdnst  the  superior  workmen ;  it  is  the  old  story  of  a  coalition 
between  a  few  crafty  leaders  and  the  crowd  of  inferior  work- 
men, to  depress  and  subdue  the  best  men  in  their  body. 

The  master-builders  assembled  on  the  27th  of  July,  when 
they  met  the  movement  of  the  strike  leaders,  by  resolving 
to  close  their  works  till  the  persecuted  firm  could  resume  busi- 
ness.    At  a  subsequent  meeting  they  agreed  to  the  report  of 
their  committee,  which  recommended  its  being  made  a  condition 
of  employment  henceforth,  that  the  men  should  declare  them* 
selves  firc^  to  make  their  own  labour-bargains,  and  resolved  to 
remain  so.     In  the  plainest  possible  terms,  the  emjdoyerB 
avowed  their  approbation  of  combinations  for  mutual  aid  in 
sickness  or  other  misfortune,  and  in  old  age,  while  objecting  to 
such  as  encroach  on  the  liberties  of  the  buyers  and  sellers  of 
labour.     As  our  readers  are  aware,  the  aspect  of  the  movement 
changed  from  this  point     We  have  heard  little  smce  of  the 
nine  hours,  except  when  the  strike  leaders  were  pushed  hard  on 
their  other  ground,  and  had  to  take  refuge  in  this.     The  agita- 
tion has  been  about  this  declaration,  since  the  first  week  in 
August.     Taking  advantage  of  the  ordinary  repugnance  of  the 
ill-educated  classes  to  sign  any  'document '  (as  they  called  this 
agreement),   the    leaders    alarmed    them  with    extraordinary 
accounts  of  what  this  'document^'  would  bind  them  to.     It 
would  bind  them  to  work  for  one  master  henceforth,  under  the 
penalty  of  goin^  to  prison  for  taking  work  from  anybody  else: 
it  would  cause  uiem  to  be  numbered  and  mai'ked  Uke  convicts : 
it  would  reduce  them  below  the  serfs  of  Bussia,  and  even  the 
negro-slaves  of  America.     The  fears  of  the  timid,  the  herobm 
of  the  brave,  the  oonscienoe  of  the  scrupulous,  the  self-love  of 
the  vain,  were  appealed  to  on  the  theme  of  the  declaration ;  so 
that  no  explanation  seemed  to  reach  the  multitude  of  the  de- 
luded.    The  sentiment  ran  like  wildfire  through  the  country. 
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like  the  accusation  of  poisomng  in  seasons  of  plague,  or  of 
hoarding  in  times  of  famine.  Did  it  never  occur  to  these  mis- 
guided men  that  the  engagement  they  were  invited  freely  to 
sign,  and  which  they  have  denounced  so  fiercely,  is  a  thousand 
times  less  injurious  to  their  absolute  freedom  and  independence 
than  the  articles  of  the  Trades'  Unions  by  which  they  are 
voluntarily  bound? 

We  need  not  dwell  on  the  subsequent  facts  of  the  strike, 
as  far  as  they  are  open  to  public  observation.  None  of  us  will 
soon  forget  the  altered  aspect  of  the  metropolis  this  autumn, 
while  the  most  precious  weeks  of  the  year  were  passing  away 
over  unfinished  contracts  and  suspended  works,  for  which 
there  was  already  only  too  little  time,  before  the  shortened 
days  and  winter  rains  should  stop  out-docur  labour.  None 
of  us  will  soon  forget  the  melancholy  spectacle  of  deserted 
edifices,  standii^  roofless,  or  of  great  8^iffi>ldings,  lately  swarm- 
ing with  busy  and  prosperous  workmen,  and  now  exhibiting 
two  or  three  labourers,  almost  lost  amcHig  the  poles  and  planks, 
and  loddng  round  in  dread  of  the  scouts  of  the  Conference. 
The  desolation  has  been  so  great,  because  the  occasion  is  so 
great.  The  employers  recognised  the  occasion  as  the  proper 
one  for  resisting  the  encroadunents  of  liie  Secret  Soci^es  of 
Great  Britain.  Many  of  the  largest  builders  have  declared 
that  they  had  rather  wind  up  their  concerns  and  retire  at  a 
considerable  loss  from  the  trade,  than  attempt  to  execute  great 
contracts  whilst  tiiey  are  at  tite  mercy  of  the  Trades'  Unions. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  conflict  has  been  sustained  with  aston- 
ishing force  by  the  men ;  which  always  means  by  their  Union 
leaders.  We  know  but  little  as  yet  of  the  agencies  by  which 
it  was  done,  beyond  the  misleading  oratory  of  the  itinerant 
committee-men;  but  a  few  facts  have  oozZed  out  which  are 
very  significant.  A  high-spirited  wife,  sinking  from  hunger 
on  a  bc^  of  rags,  starts  up  to  declare  that  her  husband  shall 
never,  for  her  ^e,  sign  away  his  liberty  and  labour ;  another 
will  not  have  her  husband  in  danger  of  a  jail  when  the  alter- 
native is  the  workhouse;  others  find  it  hard  to  carry  their 
duldren's  clothes  and  beds  to  the  pawnshops,  and  they  blame 
the  masters  for  the  cruelty;  multitudes  more  see  through  it  all, 
and  are  of  opinion  that  the  strike  is  wholly  wrong,  but  dare  not 
say  a  word,  n<Hr  object  to  sink  down  into  ruin,  because  they 
believe  their  sick  and  burial  allowances  to  depend  on  the  success 
of  the  strike,  to  wMch  they  would  never  have  subscribed  on  its 
own  account.  The  time  for  grosser  intimidation  did  not  arrive 
till  the  complete  suspension  was  coming  to  an  end ;  and  only  one 
or  two  cases  of  bullying  and  striking  ^  nobsticks '  appeared  in  the 
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poKce-courte^  prior  to  the  partial  reopening  of  the  works  on  the 
12th  of  September.* 

From  the  time  that  the  masters  reopened  their  works  in- 
stances of  intimidation  multiplied,  till,  in  a  fortnight's  time,  it 
became  known  that  a  spy  system  was  in  action  on  all  the  great 
roads,  to  prevent  the  migration  of  provincial  labour  to  London. 
At  the  same  time  the  country  works  of  London  builders  were 
stopped.  Our  readers  will  remember  the  narrative  of  the  stop- 
page of  four  country-jobs,  related  by  Medsrs.  Waller  and  Son, 
in  a  letter  to  the  daily  journals.  It  is  the  worst  port  of  the 
whole  story,  thus  far ;  but  still  only  a  specimen  of  the  tyranny 
exercised  over  thousands  of  honest  working-men. 

There  is  something  frightful  in  subservience  like  this  to  a 
secret  and  irresponsible  authority,  that  authority  all  the  while 
giving  out,  through  its  spokesmen,  denunciations  of  the  arbitrary 
conduct  of  the  employers,  who  had  simply  said:  '  There  must  be 
*  an  end  of  interference  in  our  concerns.  Our  terms  henceforth 
'  are,  that  our  workmen  must  be  exempt  from  the  control  of 
.  ^  Trades'  Union  authorities.  If  any  workman  likes  our  terms, 
I  *  let  him  come;  if  not,  let  him  stay  away.'  Such  is  the  so-called 
tyranny  of  the  masters.  What  that  of  the  men  is,  may  be  seen 
in  the  depression  of  the  best  men  of  their  order,  the  slavish  fear 
and  blind  obedience  of  members  generally,  amidst  cruel  con- 
flicts of  mind,  or  a  worse  indulgence  in  vindictive  and  jealous 
passions.  It  is  seen  in  the  dangers  of  non-Society  men,  and  the 
privations  of  members ;  in  the  diMocation  of  trade  and  industry ; 
in  the  enormous  waste  of  capital,  time  and  opportunity,  to  the 
irreparable  injiuy  of  the  condition  and  prospects  of  industry  in 
Great  Britain;  in  desolate  homes  and  fiiU  workhouses;  and, 
worst  of  all,  in  the  general  consciousness  that  there  is  bo  lai^e 
an  exception  to  the  boasted  liberties  of  Englishmen,  as  to  humble 
our  pride  in  the  presence  of  nations,  whose  industry  and 
fortunes  are  less  trammelled  and  overborne  by  centralised 
governments  than  ours  are  by  the  centralisation  and  socialistic 
despotism  which  are  enthroned  in  Trades'  Union  public-houses. 
Now  comes  the  great  question,  what  is  to  be  done  ? 
The  best  guide  we  know  of  in  this  important  inquiry  is  the 
counsel  of  tlie  Handloom  Weavers'  Commissioners*  Their  ad- 
mirable Report  is  too  little  known,  and  has  not  been  acted  upon 

*  At  the  moment  when  we  write,  the  masters  have  obtained  from 
four  to  five  thousand  men,  who  are  enough  to  carry  on  the  works  so 
violently  repressed,  while  the  number  requiring  relief  from  the  Con- 
ference funds  are  only  twenty-one  less  than  during  the  strike.  Thus, 
while  the  men  have  gained  nothing,  they  have  let  some  thousands  of 
new  competitors  into  their  labour-market. 
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as  it  ougbt  to  have  been.  The  time  seems  to  be  come  for  a 
resort  to  its  advice^  to  guide  us  in  a  great  duty  and  a  serious 
difficulty ;  and  we  shall  therefore  freely  dte  that  part  of  the 
Seport  which  relates  to  the  tyranny  of  trades'  unions.  In  the 
words  of  the  Commissioners :  — 

'  We  believe  that  if  this  state  of  things  is  to  continue,  we  shall  not 
retain  the  industry,  the  skilly  dr  the  capital  on  which  our  manufac- 
turing superiority,  and  with  that  superiority  our  power,  and  almost 
our  existence,  as  a  nation  depends.    But,  though  we  believe  in  the 
truth  of  these  premises,  they  are  not  the  grounds  bn  which  we  wish . 
now  to  proceed.    Our  immediate  object  is  to  give  freedom  to  the] 
labourer ;  and  we  firmly  believe  that  as  soon  as  he  is  made  master  of ! 
bis  own  conduct,  he  will  use  his  liberty  in  the  way  most  useful  not ' 
only  to  himself,  but  to  the  rest  of  the  community.'  (P.  118.) 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  we  do  not  desire  any  revival  of 
the  old  laws  against  combinations.  It  is  as  certain  as  ever  that 
they  would  be  a  mere  aggravation  of  existing  evils.  Again^ 
we  do  not  expect,  by  any  Act  of  Parliament,  to  prevent  men 
making  slaves  of  themselves.  We  should  as  soon  think  of  pre- 
venting their  making  fools  of  themselves.  We  must  still  go  on 
patiently  relying  on  the  effect  of  education,  and  the  teachings  of 
experience ;  and  we  may  do  this  the  more  easily  for  the  evi- 
dence we  have  of  the  growing  wisdom  of  certain  classes  of  i 
workmen  —  as  the  Lancashire  cotton  spinners  —  in  regard  to  / 
the  principle  and  policy  of  trade  regulation  by  irresponsible 
authorities.  But,  while  deprecating  the  revival  of  restrictions, 
and  trusting  chiefly  to  the  growth  of  intelligence,  we  still  be- 
lieve that  the  Legislature  can  do  something  for  the  protection  of 
the  labourer  from  the  coercion  of  his  fellows. 

Before  the  Acts  of  1824  and  1825,  the  Common  Law  was 
extremely  oppressive  in  regard  to  combinations  of  workmen,  as 
Mr.  Hume  convinced  his  generation ;  and  hence  the  Act  of 
1824,  obtained  by  Mr.  Hume.  It  was  repealed  in  the  next 
session  as  ineffectual ;  and  if  that  repeal  had  stood  alone,  we 
should  now  have  had  simply  the  Common  Law  against  com- 
binations, with  its  inconvenient  procedure,  as  well  as  its  op- 
pressive provisions ;  the  new  Act  therefore  subjected  to  sum- 
mary punishment  the  offences  denounced  in  the  Act  of  1824, 
and  exempted  from  punishment  at  Common  Law  persons  who 
consulted  and  agreed  among  themselves,  being  present  together, 
what  hours  they  would  work,  and  what  wages  they  would  de- 
mand. ^  All  other  combinations  or  agreements  to  the  prejudice 
^  of  third  persons,'  says  the  Beport, '  are  still  conspiracies,'  and 
punishable  accordingly. 

*  We  are  inclined  to  believe  that  the  state  of  the  law  in  this  respect 
is  not  generally  known.    It  seems  to  be  supposed  that  combinations 
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are  not  punishable  unleas  juxM>mpa&ied  by  yiolenoe»  intimidation^  or 
noolestation*     This  is  true«as  respects  the  statutory  punishment,  but 
not  as  respects  the  far  heavier  punishment  awarded  bj  the  Common 
Law.    All  meetings  or  agreements  whatever  for  the  purpose  of 
'   affecting  the  wages  or  hours  of  work  of  persons  not  present  at  the 
;  meetings  or  parties  to  the  agreement,  are  conspiracies.     So  are  all 
/  agreements  for  controlling  a  master  in  the  management  of  his  busi- 
ness, in  the  persons  whom  he  shall  employ,  or  the  machinery  which 
he  shall  use.     So  of  course  are  all  agreements  not  to  work  in  com- 
pany with  any  given  person,  or  to  persuade  other  persons  to  leave 
their  employment,  or  not  to  engage  themselves.     In  fact  there  is 
scarcely  an  act  performed  by  any  workman  as  a  member  of  a  trades' 
union,  which  is  not  an   act  of  conspiracy  or  a  misdemeanour.' 
<P.  102.) 

It  would  be  somewhat  startling  to  the  managers  of  the 
Builders'  Strike  to  have  the  existing  state  of  the  law  practically 
brought  home  to  them  in  all  its  particulars.  But  this  is  not  at 
all  desirable^  if  the  object  is  the  extension  of  personal  liberty. 

The  Act  of  1825  laid  down  a  somewhat  more  extensive 
range  of  punishable  offences  than  that  of  the  preceding  year ; 
but  it  gave  to  the  convicted  party  a  right  of  appeal  to  the 
quarter  sessions,  and  a  suspension  of  the  sentence  in  the  in- 
terval. Three  years  later,  assaults  in  pursuance  of  a  com- 
bination to  raise  the  rate  of  waf;es  were  made  punishable  by 
imprisonment  and  hard  labour.  Lord  St.  Leonard's  has  framed 
a  short  abstract  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  with  his  usual 
accuracy  and  felicity  of  expression,  which  shows  that  the  power 
of  combination  both  among  the  men  and  the  masters,  is  ex- 
pressly limited  to  the  sole  purposes  of  determining  among 
themselves  what  rate  of  wages  the  persons  present  at  such  meet- 
ing  shall  demand ;  but  by  a  later  Act  ^22  Yict  c  34.)  it  is 
provided  that  to  endeavour  te  persuade  otners  to  cease  or  abstain 
&om  work,  in  order  to  obtain  the  rate  of  wages  or  altered  hours 
of  labour,  is  not  illegal  so  long  as  such  persuasion  is  peaceable, 
reasonable,  and  without  threats  or  intimidation  direct  or  indi- 
rect. Such  is  the  exbting  law.  Let  us  now  briefly  consider 
the  suggestions  which  have  been  made  for  its  amendment. 

First,  the  law  respecting  combinations  should  be  relaxed. 
\  A&  almost  every  act  performed  by  members  of  a  Trade  Union  is 
,  punishable  at  Conunon  Law,  it  is  clear  that  the  law  will  either  be 
despised  or  made  a  means  of  oppresaon ;  and  some  interesting 
illustrations  of  this  may  be  found  in  the  Beport  One  is  very 
striking,  —  of  three  weavers  who  were  punished  for  proceeding 
which  were  declared  innocent  by  the  Act  of  1824,  and  agam 
made  punishable  by  that  of  1825.  No  one  thinks  now  of 
enforcmg  the  Common  Law  in  such  matters :  ^  but/  as  the  Corn- 
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missioners  observe^  *  legally  such  proce^ings  might  take  place ; 

*  and  those  portions  of  a  law  which  are  too  oppressive  to  be 

*  executed  necessarily  throw  discredit  on  every  part  of  if 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Commissioners  advise  that  the  statutory 
process  and  penalties  should  be  extended  to  some  acts  of  mis- 
chievous   conspiracy   which    are  now   subject  to   the  severe 
penalties  and  inconvenient  process  of  Common  Law ;  as  agree-  ] 
ments  to  compel  masters  to  dismiss  any  person,  or  to  cBsus^ 
machinery,  or  to  change  his  methods  of  business  in  any  way ;  1 
and  again,  any  proceedings  of  masters  to  encourage  strikes  ' 
mnong  the  woi^people  of  other  masters. 

In  cases  of  violence  towards  *  nobsticks'  and  others,  it  is  a 
common  difficulty  that  there  is  nobody  present  qualified  to  arrest 
the  culprit,  though  in  the  nearly  analogous  case  of  malicious 
trespass,  the  Act  gives  power  to  the  party  aggrieved  to  appre- 
hend the  ofiender.  It  was  proposed,  therefore,  to  give  au- 
thority to  the  aggrieved  person,  whether  master,  workman,  or 
other  person,  and  to  those  assisting  hifii,  induding  of  course  the 
police,  to  seize  the  offender,  without  summons  or  warrant,  and  to 
carry  him  before  a  justice,  to  compel  him  to  give  his  name  and 
address ;  the  refusal  to  give  the  name  and  address  being  made  a 
distinct  offence.  The  difficulty  of  designating  the  culprit  by 
name  has  caused  the  escape  of  many  aggressors ;  and  it  is  there- 
fore proposed  that  the  justices  should  have  power  to  convict 
and  punish  the  offender,  without  naming  him,  if  he  is  otherwise 
identified.  This  provision  would  do  away  with  a  wide-spread 
practice  of  false  naming.  Some  other  method  of  identification 
must,  however,  be  found  to  render  such  process  l^al  and  safe. 

It  was  also  recommended  that  the  hundred,  or  other  district, 
should  be  charged  with  reparation  of  injuries  to  persons  or  pro- 
perty of  masters  or  workmen,  in  consequence  of  their  resistance 
to  a  combination,  or  of  witnesses  in  such  cases. 

The  most  important  proposal  of  all  is  that  of  a  repeal  of 
the  secticm  of  the  Act  of  1825  which,  gives  the  appeal  to 
quarter  sessions.  This  power  of  appeal  has  made  the  Act 
nearly  impotent,  because  it  introduces  delay  and  uncertainty  of 
punidhment.  The  lOZ.  security  which  is  required  is  always  to 
be  had  from  the  union  funds ;  the  culprit  is  free  and  trium^ 
phant  during  the  interval,  and  a  great  hero  among  his  comrades ; 
the  probability  is  that  the  strike  will  be  at  an  end  before  the 
quarter  sessions ;  and  then  it  is  ordinarily  a  part  of  the  arrange- 
ments that  prosecutions  shall  be  dropped. 

Our  readers  may  remark  that  these  recommendations  of 
the  Handloom  Commissioners  do  not  amount  to  much,  the 
question  being  of  the  liberties  of  the  industrial  classes  in  so 
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large  a  sense.     We  can^  however,  only  do  with  and  by  the 
law  what  comes  within  the  province  of  the  law ;  and  whether 
the  reforms  suggested  are  small  or  great,  we  are  bound  to  make 
them.     To  us  it  appears  that  it  is  no  trifle  to  secure  speed  and 
certainty  of  justice  and  of  punishment  in  this,  above  perfaiqps 
every  other  class  of  ofiences.     But  before  these  modifications 
of  the  law  are  adopted,  we  think  it  will  become  the  duty  of 
\  Parliament  to  institute  an  inquiry  before  a  Select  Conmuttee 
I  into  the  state  of  industrial  sodety  in  England  as  laid  open  to 
'  general  observation  by  the  London  Builders'  Strike.     A  vigo* 
rous  and  searching  attempt  should  be  made  to  put  an  end  at 
least  to  the  secrecy  and  mystery  in  which  these  proceedings  are 
shrouded,  and  which  enable  their  authors  to  baffle  public  opinion 
and  to  evade  the  law.     It  is  essential  to  the  security  of  the 
funds  of  benefit  societies,  that  the  most  stringent  measures  should 
be  taken  to  prevent  the  appropriation  of  monies  subscribed  for 
the  relief  of  the  sick,  the  infirm,  and  the  aged  to  other  purposes. 
An  announcement  has  already  been  published  by  the  Registrar 
of  Friendly  Societies  of  the  penalties  which  impend  over  all 
parties  concerned  in  any  misappropriation  of  the  funds  sub- 
scribed for  specified  objects.      Those  penalties   ought  to  be 
^  enforced  in  the  case  of  the  societies  which  have  lent  money  to 
I  the  Conference  without  sanction  from  their  own  rules. 

But  above  all,  the  opinion  of  the  nation,  and  the  opinion  of 
the  most  enlightened  members  of  the  class  of  operatives,  must 
be  brought  to  bear  on  these  subjects.  Men  are  not  more  fit  to 
be  trusted  with  secret  and  irresponsible  power  when  they  meet 
round  an  ale-house  table  in  fustian  jackets  than  when  they 
assemble  in  the  courts  of  kings  or  the  council  chambers  of  the 
great ;  and  those  who  are  most  anxious  to  extend  to  the  work- 
ing classes  of  this  country  a  fuller  exercise  of  their  political  rights, 
cannot  but  feel  and  acknowledge  that  it  is  not  by  such  associa- 
tions as  these  that  men  are  fitted  for  the  enjoyment  of  political 
freedom,  or  for  the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  citizens.  On 
the  contrary,  to  use,  in  conclusion,  the  emphatic  language  of  the 
Handloom  Weavers'  Commission : — 

*We  now  feel  it  our  duty  to  record  our  conviction,  that  if  the 
ruling  power  of  any  community  allows  other  authorities  to  frame 
rules  afiecting,  in  their  daily  habits,  their  employments,  and  their 
properties,  large  bodies  of  men  ;  to  affix  to  the  breach  of  these  rules 
penalties  rising,  through  every  gradation  of  suffering,  from  simple 
insult  to  mayhem  and  death,  and  to  proceed  in  organised  bodies,  and 
in  the  face  of  day,  to  inflict  these  punishments ; — that  ruling  power 
has  abdicated  its  functions  so  far  as  respects  those  among  its  subjects 
whom  it  has  surrendered  to  its  self-constituted  rivals.  When  we  are 
told  that  in  Glasgow  the  power  of  the  combinations  is  irresistible,  that 
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DO  one  thinks  of  resisting  it  any  more  than  they  would  resist  the 
Queen's  guards ;  wlien  we  are  told  that  in  Dublin  no  one  who  violates 
their  rules  can  consider  his  life  safe  for  one  day ;  it  is  obvious  that  in 
these  cities,  so  far  as  the  manufacturing  population  is  concerned,  the 
ruling  power  is  not  the  State ;  the  prevalent  law  is  not  the  law  of  the 
land ;  and  the  punishments  most  to  be  feared  are  not  those  inflicted 
by  the  legal  executive.'  (P.  113.) 

To  Glasgow  and  Dublin  we  may  now  add  London^  as  the 
scene  of  a  tyranny  and  audacious  trickery  infinitely  more  de- 
plorable than  the  waste  of  time  and  substance.  The  great  ques- 
tion is,  whether  our  care  and  zeal  in  legislation,  and  in  pro- 
moting the  intelligence  of  our  countrymen,  can  restore  to  the 
industrial  classes  the  true  British  liberties  which  are  placed  in 
abeyance  by  such  a  secret  oi^nisation  of  trades  as  has  under- 
mined the  groundwork  of  society  in  England.  ^ 


ERRATUM. 

In  No.  223,  p.  245,  line  4, /or  Moore's  *  Exile  of  Erin '  read  Camp- 
bell's *  Ex;ile  of  Erin ' 
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Adam  Bede,  reviewed,  223. 

Athens,  Acropolis  of,  35  — ^visit  of  the  Mtrquis  de  Nointel,  40 — Spon's 
drawings,  41  —  Quillet  de  St.  Georges,  41  —  demolitions  for  mili- 
tarj  purposes,  43  — destructive  results  of  the  si^e  under  M<NX>sini, 
44  —  Elgin  marbles  probably  saved  bj  remoyal,  47  —  path  of  the 
Panathenaic  procession,  55 — polychrome,  56. 

Austria,  want  of  diplomatic  skill  and  foresight  in  Italy,  276— -causes 
of  defeat,  278 — Austrian  army,  455 — Operations  in  Italy,  478. 

B 

Baifty  Alexander,  work  of,  on  The  Senses  and  the  Intellect,  and  The 

Emotions  and  the  Will,  reviewed,  287. 
Bamave  accompanies  Marie  Antoinette  from  Yarennes,  163 — ^becomes 

her  adviser,  164 — executed,  165. 
Barry,  Madame  du,  machinations  of,  against  Marie  Antoinette,  139. 
Bartkelemi,  Abb6,'notice  of,  505. 

Besenval^  Baron  de,  and  Marie  Antoinette,  calumny  regarding,  149. 
Beule,  E,,  L'Acropole  d'Ath^nes  by,  reviewed,  49. 
Buckingham,  Duke  of,  his  memoirs  of  the  Court  of  George  IV. 

reviewed,  60,  et  seq. 
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Campbell,  Ref .  Dr.  Thomas,  Diary  of  a  visit  to  England  by,  in  1775, 
reviewed,  322,  et  seq. 

Canning,  George,  as  leader  of  the  House  of  Commons,  67 — his 
foreign  policy,   68  —  the  hostility  of  the  Tories,  72  —  forms  a 
ministry,  74 — dies,  76 — political  result,  80,  97. 
.  Carlyle,  Thomas,  his  History  of  Friedrich  II.  of  Prussia,  called 
Frederic  the  Great,  reviewed,  376,  et  seq, 

Castlereagh,  Lord,  as  leader  of  the  House  of  Commons,  64  —  his 
foreign  policy,  66. 

Ceylon,  one  of  the  oldest  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  343  —  Galle  pro- 
bably the  Tarshish  of  Scripture,  345  —  unknown  to  the  Greeks 
before  the  campaign  of  Alexander,  346 — geological  structure, 
347  —  climate,  and  its  singular  effect  in  the  summer-sleep  of 
animals,  350  —  zoological  picture  of  a  summer's  day,  351  — 
botany,  354  —  zoology,  357  —  cobra-tel  poison  and  mode  of  pre- 
paration, 360  —  snake  charmer's  stone,  362  —  musical  fish,  363  — 
land  leech,  365  —  elephants,  various  anecdotes  of,  367,  et  seq.  — 
.  successive  arrivals  of  the  Portuguese,  Dutch,  and  British,  374  — 
final  establishment  of  British  authority  over  the  whole  island,  375. 

Charras,  Lieut-CoL,  Histoire  de  la  Campagne  de  1815  by,  reviewed, 
191,  et  seq. 
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Choiseuly  Duchesse  de»  anecdotes  of,  498-^5. 
Coignyj  Due  d^  and  Marie  Antoinette,  calumnies  regarding,  147. 
Corncockle  Muir^  fossil  footprints  at,  1 10. 

Cureton,  William,  D.D.,  Remains  of  a  very  antient  recension  of  the 
Four  Grospels  in  Syriac,  translated  by,  reviewed,  168,  et  acq. 
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Deffandy  Correspondanoe  inSdite  de  Madame  du,  reviewed,  495,  et 
$eq,  —  biographical  notice  and  character  of,  496-9  —  her  opinion 
of  Rousseau,  510. 

Derby  Adminisiraiiony  264  —  the  Conspiracy  Bill  urged  on  his  pre- 
decessor by  Lord  Derby,  266  —  supported  by  Mr.  Disraeli,  268  — 
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ence and  its  causes,  270 — reduced  inconsistency  to  a  principle, 
272— causes  of  its  fall,  278. 

Duncan^  Dr.,  the  first  to  notice  fossil  footprints,  110. 

E 
£liot,  Greorge,  his  Adam  Bede,  reviewed,  223. 
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Fersen,  Comte  de,  and  Marie  Antoinette,  calumny  regarding,  150. 
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Chelonian,  112 — a  Batrachian  in  the  valley  of  the  Nith,  114 — a 
Saurian  at  Potsville,  118 — Cheirotherian  in  the  Trias  of  Eng- 
land, 121 — Labyrinthodon,  122 — ^Rhychosaurus,  123 — in  the  valley 
of  the  Connecticut,  124 — Lithichnozoa,  Marsupialoids,  and  Omi- 
thichnites,  125 — in  the  Wealden  strata,  128 — Iguanodon,  128. 

Frederic  the  Great,  demerits  of  Carlyle's  history  of,  376,  et  passim — 
origin  of  his  house,  380— his  more  immediate  progenitors,  381-9 
— his  birth,  389 — hardships  of  his  youth,  390  —  execution  of 
Katte,  395— released  from  priscm,  397 — over-reaches  Ghrumkow, 
398 — ^his  forced  marriage,  400 — ^life  at  Rheinsberg,  403 — opens  a 
correspondence  with  Voltaire,  404 — ^his  literary  powers,  406 — his 
accession,  407. 

French  Revolution^  legislative  reform  retarded  by,  61. 


Garrucci,  P.,  his  works  on  Pompeian  inscriptions,  416. 

Georgel  K,  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of,  reviewed,  60,  etseq, — unpopularity 
of  the  king,  62 — his  visit  to  Ireland,  63 — commissions  Mr.  Can- 
ning to  form  a  ministry,  74 — interview  with  Lord  Harrowby,  78 
—interview  with  the  Duke  Kji  Wellington,  79 — Catholic  question, 
86— compared  with  his  father  in  his  conduct  regarding,  90. 

Gleig,  Rev.  G.  R.,  his  translation  of  Brialmont's  Life  of  Wellington 
reviewed,  191,  H  seq. 

Goncourt,  MM.  de,Vie  de  Marie  Antoinette  by,  reviewed,  132,  et  seq. 

Graffiti  o/Bompeiiy  their  character,  417,  et  seq. 

Graffito  at  Rome,  caricature  of  Christianity,  436. 

Greeks,  their  nationality,  520  —  mercantile  enterprise,  521  —  ban- 
ditti, 523. 
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Gyulai^  Count,  military  incapacity  of,  456 — his  Italian  campaign, 
458,  et  seq, — Closes  the  battle  of  Magenta,  469-74 — superseded, 
476. 
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Idylls  of  the  King  by  Tennyson,  reviewed,  247. 

Italian  Campaign  of  1859,  works  regarding,  454 — Composition  and 
advantages  of  the  French  army,  454 — disadvantages  of  the  Aus- 
trians,  455 — commencement  of  hostilities,  458 — description  of  the 
country,  '459 — Count  Gyulai's  operations,  460 — affair  of  Monte- 
bello,  461— battle  of  Palestro,  463-6 —retreat  of  the  Aus- 
trians  across  the  Ticino,  467 — ^battle  of  Magenta,  469-74 — 
retreat  of  the  Austrians  to  the  Mincio,  475 — Francis  Joseph  as- 
sumes the  command  of  the  Austrian  army,  477 — advance  of  the 
Austrians,  478 — ^battle  of  Solferino,  483-94. 

Italy^  impolicy  of  Austria  towards,  276 — and  causes  of  her  defeat, 
278 — course  of  England  on  the  Italian  question  clear,  279 —  cha- 
racter of  the  present  movement,  281. 
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Jardine,  Sir  William,  Ichnology  of  Annandale  by,  reviewed,  109. 
Jerroldy  Douglas,  Life  and  Remains  o^  by  his  son,  reviewed,  99,  et 
seq. — a  sentimentalist,  99  —  his  levity,  101 — the  *  Q.  Papers,*  102 

—  on  corporal  punishment,  102  —  war,  103  —  bishops,  104  —  the 
poor,  105  —  game  laws  and  capital  punishments,  106 — Badi- 
calism,  past  and  present,  106  —  character  of  his  wit,  108. 

Johnson^  "Dr.^  anecdotes  of,  322-42. 
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Lauzun,  Due  de,  Marie  Antoinette  calumniated  by,  148. 

Lespinasse,  Mdlle.  de,  notice  of,  497. 

Liverpool  Administration^  its  difficulties  from  the  personal  character 
of  George  IV.,  62 —  leadership  of  Castlereagh,  64  —  leadership  of 
Canning,  67  —  its  close,  69. 

Louis  XV.  receives  Marie  Antoinette  with  kindness,  137 — is  alie- 
nated from  her  by  Madame  du  Barry,  138  — his  death,  143. 

M 

MagentCy  battle  of,  469-74. 

Marie  Antoinette,  Queen,  parallel  of  with  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  132 
— ^birth  and  infancy  of,  134  —  her  incomplete  education,  134  — 
her  teachers,  135  —  departs  for  Paris,  136  —  her  personal  ap- 
pearance, and  meeting  with  the  king,  157  —  disastrous  bridal 
fetes,  138  —  undermined  by  Madame  du  Barry,  139  —  disliked  by 
the  king's  sisters,  140  —  uncongenial  character  of  her  husband, 
141 — her  neglect  of  etiquette,  145  —  unjustly  calumniated,  146 
— ^Liafayette's  impressions  of  her,  147  — vanity  and  malice  of  the 
Due  de  Lauzun,  148 — impertinence  of  Baron  de  Besenval,  149 

—  falsehood  of  the  stories  regarding  the  Comte  de  Fersen,  150 — 
amusements  at  the  Little  Trianon,  152  —  and  at  Versailles,  154 
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her  influence  in  public  affairs  doubtful,  155  —  her  companions. 
156  —  her  interview  with  Mirabeau,  161  —  last  visit  to  a  theatre. 
164  —  parting  with  Barnave,  164  —  her  fascination,  165  —  her 
execution,  166. 

Metastasioy  lines  by,  on  the  birth  of  Marie  Antoinette,  133. 

Mirabeau  tries  to  save  the  rojal  family,  161. 

Montebelloy  affair  of,  461. 

Morosini  conducts  the  siege  of  Athens  for  the  Venetians,  44 — de- 
struction of  the  AcropoHs,  44  —  his  abortive  attempt  to  remove 
some  sculptures,  47. 
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Napier,  Sir  Charles,  value  of  his  History  of  the  Baltic  Campaign,  1 1. 

Navy,  state  of,  1,  et  seq, — increased  cost  of,  2 — comparison  with 
former  strength  fallacious,  3 — present  strength,  5 — its  duties,  6 
— compared  with  the  French  navy,  8 — naval  administration,  20 
—  changes  recommended,  22  —  state  of  Navy  List,  27  —  change 
in  tactics,  28 — iron-cased  ships,  31 — screw-steamers,  32. 
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Palesiro,  battle  of,  463-5. 

Peel,  Sir  Robert,  opposes  Canning,  73  —  accepts  office  under  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  80  —  Catholic  question,  83  —  resigns,  97. 

Polychrome  used  in  Greek  temples  and  statues,  56. 

Pompeiiy  works  on  the  graffiti  of,  reviewed,  41 1,  c^  seq. 

Provence,  Comte  de,  his  dislike  of  Marie  Antoinette,  and  saying  of 
his  comtesse  regarding  him,  140. 

Psychology,  origin  and  progress  of,  287 — distinction  between  its 
schools,  290— exemplified  in  their  respective  views  of  Space  and 
Time,  292 — ^Law  of  Association,  294 — exemplified  in  the  acquired 
perceptions  of  sight,  297 — ^nervous  system,  299 — ^Volition,  302 — 
explanation  of  the  origin  of  voluntary  power,  303 — ^Laws  of  Con- 
tiguity and  Similarity,  307 — Emotions,  309 — their  classification, 
310 — Free  Will,  313---eonsciousnes3  an  inadequate  test  of,  314 — 
Belief,  315 — Consciousness,  319. 
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Meform,  Legislative,  retarded  by  the  French  Revolution,  61. 
Rogers,  H.  D.,  Geology  of  Pennsylvania  by,  reviewed,  109. 
Rottsseau,  Madame  du  Deffand's  opinion  of,  510. 
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Saint'Aulaire,  Marquis  de,  biographical  notice  of  Madame  du 
Deffand  by,  495. 

Senior,  Nassau  W.,  his  Journal  kept  in  Turkey  and  Greece  in 
1857-8,  reviewed,  512,  et  seq.  —  state  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  the 
sole  subject  of  Turkish  conversation,  513  —  exists  by  sufferance, 
515  —  increasing  influence  of  the  Christian  population,  518  — 
Greek  nationality,  520  —  and  maritime  enterprise,  521  —  political 
severance  of  continental  Greece  from  the  islands  a  blunder,  522. 

Solferino,  battle  of,  483-91. 
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Teniient,  Sir  J.  E.,  his  account  of  the  island  of  Ceylon,  reviewed, 
343,  et  seq. 

Tennyson^  Alfred,  his  Four  Idylls  of  the  King  reviewed,  247. 

Thackeray,  W.  M.,  The  Virginians,  a  tale  of  the  last  century,  by, 
reviewed,  438,  etjeq, 

TJiionville^  Merlin  de,  reply  ofi  to  Marie  Antoinette,  165. 

Trades,  secret  organisation  of;  former  system  of  terror,  525  — 
Trades^  Unions,  528  —  their  number,  529 — history  of  the  Tin- 
plate-workers'  strike,  531-5  —  Filemakers'  strike,  537  —  Bir- 
mingham comparatively  free  from  strikes,  538  —  Flint-glass 
manufacturers'  lock-out,  539  —  Printers'  Union,  541-3  — 
Coventry  Ribbon-weavers,  543 — 547  —  North  Warwickshire 
Colliers'  strike,  547-9  —  Shoemakers*  strike  against  sewing- 
machines,  549  —  rules  of  the  Amalgamated  Engineers,  550-4 
— Builders'  strike,  554-8  —  suggestions  of  the  Handloom- 
weavers'  Commissioners,  558,  et  seg, 
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Vermondy  Abbe,  tutor  to  Marie  Antoinette,  character  of,  135. 
Virginiamy  ike,  by  W.  M.  Thackeray,  reviewed,  438. 

Walpoh,  Horace,  character  of  his  intellect,  505-9. 

Wellington,  Duke  of,  interview  of  with  George  IV.,  79 — forms  an 
administration,  80  —  succession  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  81  —  Clare 
election  and  its  effect  on  the  Duke's  policy,  82  —  Catholic 
emancipation,  83,  et  seq,  —  duel  with  Lord  Winchilsea,  92  — 
his  civil  policy  guided  by  Sir  Robert  Peel,  96  —  resigns^  97 

—  causes  of  the  ^11  of  his  ministry,  98  —  his  military  career, 
}91-*- cause  of  French  rancour  against  him,  194  —  difficulty 
in  comparing  him  with  other  generals,  196  —  formation  of  his 
character,  197 — boldness  and  rapidity  of  his  Indian  campaigns, 
201  —  Battles  of  Argaum  and  Assaye,  201,  202  —  caution  of  his 
European  campaigns,  203 — ^his  offensive  strategy,  204 — battles  of 
Oporto  and  Talavera,  205  —  his  defensive  strat^,  207  —  Torres 
Vedras,  207— Waterloo,  208-16— his  coolness  in  danger,  216  — 
his  moderation  in  victory,  and  morality  of  his  military  system,  216 

—  his  self-denial,  217 — his  moral  influence,  218 — his  civil  admin- 
istration, 219 — ^his  social  character,  220. 

Winchilsea^  Lord,  explanatory  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
regarding  his  duel  with,  92. 
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